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A short note in rat control in poultry houses

A. Hazan*

When planning to make a change in poultry houses we have to take into
account the rats dwelling in. Rats ars known to be aggressive with members
of their own kind, espacially when thay become numerous. It is also known
helpless infants and defenseless adults (invalids, unconscicus and elderly
persons) are particularly subject to attack by rats (Pratt et al, 1977).

In a poultry house containing 2.100 hans and 210 cocks aged 75 weeks old
110 hens were wounded by rats during 2 days. When the hens were examined
the cloaca was gnawed and 2van in some the intestines were pulled out.
Some of them diesd duz to hemorrhags. In thz peultry house a decrease in
egg production was also obszerved during, 4 days.

Fortunately the problem was solved in 2 days. When examining the
cause we reveal that the farmer had clos2d one of the doors formerly open
which was adjacent to the rcom containing the feed bags. Usually at night
when the lights were switched off the rats moved to the room containing the
feed bags. But the change occuring in the pculiry house prevented them to
réach the feed and it was the beginning of a starvation. Thus they started
to attack the hens.

Our result was when we apply restricted feeding in a poultry house it
must be taken into account the rats dwelling in and we have first to control
rats and then make a change in the poultry house. Otherwise severa problems
may be encountered.

* Yu-Pi Poultry Company P .O.-Box 726 Izmir, Turkey.
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Ozet

Kiumesilerde si¢anlarla savas hakkinda kisa bir not

Kimeslerde degisiklik yapmay: planladigimizda, siganlarin miktarimin sap-
tanmas1 gereklidir. Bilindigi gibi sigcanlar, ézellikle ¢ok sayida olduklarinda sal-
" diric1 olabilir, Korumasiz bebeklere ve yetiskinlere (yashlar, hastalar ve akil
hastalarina) saldirdiklar: géralmistir,

Yetmigbes haftalik 2100 tavuk ve 210 horoz bulunduran bir kiimeste 2 gin
gun icginde 110 tavuk fareler tarafindan yaralanmistir. Tavuklarin muayenesi si-
rasinda cloaca’larmin kemirildigi ve ince bharsaklarmin disari ¢ikarildigy gortl-
miistir. Bazilar1 ise hemorrhage'dan 6lmiistir.

Nedeni arastirdigimizda, bakicinin daha 6nceden agik biraktigl, yem cguvalla-
rin1 bulunduran odanin kapisini kapadigl anlagilmigtir. Genellikle aksam igiklar
sdndikten sonra siganlar, yem cuvallarinin bulundugu odaya gelmektedirler. An-
cak kiumeste, sicanlarin yeme ulagsmalarini engelleyen bir degisme oldugundan
aclik baslamakta ve tavuklara saldirmaktadirlar.

Sonug¢ olarak, kimeslerde sican miktarinin saptanmas: ve Oncelikle sigan
kontrolu yapildiktan sonra binada degisiklik yapilmalidir, Aksi takdirde birgok
problemlerle karsilasilabilir,
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