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AMERIKAN RUYASI VE iRLANDALI GOCMEN BiR KADIN
EiLiS: BROOKLYN FILMININ ANALIZi

AMERICAN DREAM AND IRISH IMMIGRANT WOMAN EILIS:
ANALYSING BROOKLYN MOVIE

AMEPUKAHCKAS MEYTA U DMMUI'PAHTKA U3
UPJIAHJIUU 11O UMEHHU YUJINC: AHAJIN3 ®UJIHbMA BPYKJIUH

Ozlem OZDEMIR"

Oz

Brooklyn (John Crowley, 2015) filmi, geng bir kadinimn (Eilis Lacey) 1950°1i yillarin baginda
Irlanda’dan Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’ne ‘Amerikan Riiyasi’n1 yasamak igin bir gemiyle
kitalar arasinda gd¢ etmesini konu almaktadir. Annesi ve ablastyla irlanda’da kiigiik bir
kasabada yasayan Eilis’in Amerikan riiyasi, kendi iilkesinde sahip olamadigi, gelir getiren
bir is, egitim ve daha iyi bir yasam tarzindan ibaretti. Bu bakimdan film, kadin gogiinii ele
almas1 bakimindan son derece Onemlidir. Ciinkii, go¢iin toplumsal cinsiyetlestirilmesi
1980°1i yillarin sonunda ve 1990'larin basinda en 6nemli konulardan biri haline gelmistir. Bu
yillarda uluslararasi gog ile ilgili yapilan ¢alismalar; kadinlarin, sadece es ya da aile birlesimi
icin giden pasif gd¢menler olarak degil, bireysel, bagimsiz ve aktif olarak kabul edilmeleri
gerektigini belirtmislerdir. Film tam da bu noktada dikkat ¢ekmektedir. irlanda’da yasadigi
kosullar, kasaba halkinin geleneksel yapisi ve diizenli bir is bulamamasi Eilis’i bunalima
sokmustur. Geng kadinin, daha iyi kosullar1 saglamak i¢in Amerika’ya yolculugu bu sekilde
baslamaktadir. Film iki agidan 6nemlidir. I1ki, tarihsel agidan az gelismis bir iilkeden gelismis
bir iilkeye gociin nedenlerini anlatmaktadir. Ikincisi ise, gdgmen bir kadinin her iki iilkede
de yasadigi sikintilarini, deneyimlerini, diisiincelerini ve kosullarii gorsel olarak
sunmaktadir. Bu baglamda, film gostergebilim yoOntemiyle analiz edilmistir. Analiz
neticesinde, aktif ve bagimsiz bir sekilde gé¢ eden geng bir kadinin, Amerika’da aldig1
egitim, daha iyi yagam tarz1 ve is firsati onun giiglenmesine neden oldugu ortaya ¢ikarilmistir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: irlanda, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri, uluslararasi goe, Brooklyn filmi,
g6¢ gonderen iilke, go¢ kabul eden {ilke

Abstract
Brooklyn (John Crowley, 2015) movie is about a young immigrant woman (Eilis Lacey) who
moves intercontinental from Ireland to the United States by a a ship in the 1950s to live
American dream. Eilis' American dream who lives in ireland with her mother and sister was
a revenue-generating job, education and a better lifestyle that she could not have in her own
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country. form this point of view the film is extremely important in terms of addressing the
migration of women. Because, gendering migration has become one of the most important
issues in the 1980s and early 1990s. Studies on international migration in these years; they
stated that women should be considered as individual, independent and active, not passive
migrants who go after their spouses or families. The film draws attention at this point. The
conditions in Ireland, the traditional structure of the townspeople, and the lack of regular
employment have made Eilis depressed. This is how the young woman starts her journey to
America, providing better conditions. The film is important in two respects. First, historically
it describes the reasons of migration from poor country to developed one. The latter, visually
presents the problems, experiences, thoughts and conditions of an immigrant woman in both
countries. In this context, the film was analyzed by semiotics method. As a result of the
analysis, it was found that a young woman is actively and independently migrated, and this
migration has empowered her due to the education, better life style and business opportunity
in America.

Keywords: Ireland, United States of America, international migration, Brooklyn movie,
sending country, receiving country

AHHOTAUHA

B ¢uneme bpyxaun (Jxon Kpoymu, 2015) pacckaspiBaercst 0 Monooi skeHmuHe (Dimmc
Jleticu), kotopast B Hadaie 1950-x romoB smurpupoBana u3 Mpnangun B CoenuHEHHbIE
[Tater Ha KOpabie ¢ LEeNbIo XUTh “aMEepPUKAHCKON MedTon”. DWINC jXmiia B MaJICHBKOM
ropozke B Mpnanauu co cBoei MaTEPhIO U CECTPOH, a €ro “amepruKaHcKas MeuTa” COCTOosIa
B TOM, YTO OHa XOTE€Jla MMETh OIUIAYNBacMyio paboTy, oOpa3oBaHHE W JIy4IIyIO >KH3Hb,
KOTOpPYIO HE MMeJa B CBOEH pofauHe. DTOT (UIbM UYpEe3BBIYAWHO BaXKEH C TOYKH 3PEHHUS
KEHCKOW MUTPaLUH. Y IUTHIBAs TO, YTO TEHACPHU3ALIUS MUTPAIUU CTajla OHOM 13 Hanboiee
BaXHBIX TmpoOimeM B koHme 1980-x um Hawame 1990-x romoB. B mcciemoBaHmsx mo
MEXXIYHApOJAHOM MHUIPALUU YKa3bIBAETCs, YTO KEHIIUMHBI JOJDKHBI pAaCCMaTPUBATHCS Kak
OTJeNIbHAsl, He3aBUCHMas M aKTHBHAs TIpymia OOIIeCTBa, a HE KaK IPOCThIe MACCHBHBIC
MUTPAHTHI, KOTOPBIE AMHUTPUPYIOTCS Pagll BOCCOCAMHEHHUS C Cymnpyroil mmu cempéil. Cam
(¢uIBM TpHUBIEKaeT BHUMaHHE TOYKH 3PEHHs BBIIICYKAa3aHHOT'O IIOJIOXKCHUS. Y CIIOBHS
*u3HW B Vpnanauu, TpajulMu ropoXkaH W OTCYTCTBHE IOCTOSIHHOM paOOThl NPHBENH
Olinuca B Aenpeccuro. BoT Tak 1 Havyanock MyTemeCTBUE MOJIOJON KEHIIUHEI B AMEpUKY,
4T0OBI 0OecTeunTh cede JIydIllie YCIOBHS XHM3HH. B (miibMe, BO MEpBBIX ONMHMCHIBAIOTCS
MIPUYHHBI MUTPAIIMN U3 UCTOPHUYECKH CIIa00pa3BUTHION CTpaHBI B Pa3BUTYI0. Bo BTOpEHIX,
HaIAJHO TPEJCTABICHBI MPOOJIEMBI, OMBIT, MBICIM U YCJIOBHSA JXH3HM JKCHIIUHBI-
AMMHUTpaHTa B 00emx cTpaHaXx. B 3ToM KoHTekcTe (uiabM OBIT IPOAaHAIM3UPOBAH
CEMHOTHYECKHM METOAOM. B pesynprare aHanmm3a BBIICHWIOCH, YTO MOJOAAs KCHIIWHA,
KOTOpasl aKTHBHO M HE3aBHCHMO MHUTPHUpOBalia, crajia 0ojiee CHJIBHBIM, YCTOHYUBBIM K
TPYAHOCTAM >KH3HH, yIydIIniaa o0pa3 XH3HH U AMepuKaHaHCKOe oOpa3oBaHHE Ao eit
MHOT'0 BO3MOKHOCTEH Il CO3AHMsI JEJIOBBIX OTHOILIECHHUH.

Kaouessie cinoBa: Mpnangus, CILIA, MexayHapoaHas Murpaiys, bpykimuackuit puiibm,
MMMUTpalMOHHAs CTPaHa, IMUTPAIIMOHHAS CTpaHa.

1. Introduction
Migration mostly occurs from developing or less developed countries to developed
countries. The United States as a developed country has long history of immigrants. It is
perceived as a land of opportunity for millions of immigrants from all over the world. From
past to present, reunite with family members, marriage, seeking freedom, job offers are the
main reasons of newcomers to United States. But, due to their working experience or through
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a lottery some are accepted by the government (National Issues Forums, 2013). Depends on
different driver factors, first large wave of immigrants to USA in 1850s were mostly from
European countries (Abramitzky and Boustan, 2017). Ellis Island in New York Harbor was
first place for immigrants from European countries and for New York it is said that “one
could find the whole world in a single neighbourhood” (The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island
Foundation, 2018). In 1965, President Lyndon Johnson declared The Statue of Liberty in
Ellis Island in New York which is a symbol of freedom to immigrants (BBC Home, 2018).

Brooklyn, the movie which is analysed for this work, gives clues of large number
of migration flow to America specially from Ireland. The ‘American dream’ was also true
for the Irish, and America perceived as a land of opportunity for them. 1600s were the years
of Irish migration to the country. But, largest Scots-Irish migration started from 1740-80
(Ouimette and Rencher, 2007). Famine was the main reason of migration in 1840s which left
1.5 million dead. Of course, large influx of people is not always welcomed. Charge, benefits
and disadvantages of them have always been questioned. “Some wonder whether newcomers,
especially those arriving illegally, are compromising our quality of life, taking jobs away
from those already here, and threatening our security and sovereignty as a nation” (National
Issues Forums, 2013).

In 1850s, the short-lived native political party Know-Nothings was known as its
anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic leanings (The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation,
2018). It was intolerance toward increasing numbers of German and Irish immigrants whom
were mostly Catholic, led to violence in New York and some other places. Native-born
Protestants felt that new comers were the threat to the nation. Nativist cartoons took part on
stereotypes portraying Irish immigrants as bibulous, election stealers, and criticized them for
increasing crime and poverty rates (Briggs, 2017). On the other side, in 1864, The
Republicans mentioned “That foreign immigration, which in the past has added so much to
the wealth, development of resources and increase of power to the nation, the asylum of the
oppressed of all nations, should be fostered and encouraged by a liberal and just policy” (The
American Presidency Project, 2018).

This long history of migration considered as human migration without distinction
between man and woman. Studies regarded migration as men movement and women are
portrayed as passive family follewers. However, in the 1970s and early 1980s, feminist
scholarships increasingly drew attention to nexus between gender and migration. Temporary
and permanent movements are globalizing, accelerating, diversifying and feminizing
(Kofman, Phizacklea, Raghuram and Sales, 2000). The women’s international migration has
always been a crutual part of migration literature. Thus, a gender point of view is key concept
to understanding push and pull factors of migration. On the other side, gender inequality in
sendind country can be an important factor for their moving internationally (UN DESA,
2006). Gender is a socio-cultural construct of feminity that shapes how individuals live and
interpret the world around them. Gender produced and reproduced, negotiated, and disputed
in representations of social practices. It also varies over time in any given culture (Rahman,
2000). Patriarchal domination can be the reason of their migration. In most of the countries
traditional and cultural structures let men to dominate on women. Moving to another country
allow them to change their gender roles in receiving country. But, lack of data on their
migration makes it difficult to understand the main reasons. On the other side there is no
categorization by sex on migration. That’s why better data evaluation is needed for analysis
(UN DESA, 2006).

Women just like men have variety of reasons for migration and all motives might
be different from each other. For this work, movie called Brookly is analysed in the context
of gendering migration. The movie is about a young Irish woman Eilis Lacey (Saoirse Ronan)
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living in Ireland, in 1950s. She migrated to New York for a better life. The movie is important
to reveal the push-pull factors which motives women to migrate. It helps to investigate the
life and experiences of immigrant women after migration.

2. Gendering Migration

In today’s world, where as a result of recent political and cultural changes as well
as the development of new transportation and digital technologies, mobility has become
much easier, we are living in an ‘Age of Migration’ (Castles and Miller, 2009, p. 2-5). Hence,
international migration has become a central dynamic within globalisation. People migrate
as entrepreneurs, asylum seekers and family followers, or when working in labour-intense
jobs in businesses demanding high qualifications, in search of better living standards, greater
opportunities and improved lifestyles (Benson and O’Reilly, 2009, p. 2-3; Assis, 2014).
Migration is all about the situations and obstacles related with the area of sending country
and the opportunities in the country of destination. Living conditions in both the countries
effect the migration process of the migrants Lee (1966).

According to IOM (International Organization for Migration, 2018a) a migrant is
any one who is voluntary or involuntary moving to another country or moving within a state
from his/her home permanent or semipermanent change of residence, no matter what legal
status of the person or what the reasons for the movement. The movement can come from
refugees, displaced persons and persons moving for other purposes such as political,
economic, cultural or family reunification. It can be said that international migration of
people has become one of the most discussed subjects in many countries specially developed
ones. Migrant receiving countries are became alarmed about the socio-economic burden of
migrants, while migrant sending countries are worried about the brain drain and loss of their
younger population (Gheasi and Nijkamp, 2017). Because migration is interlaced with the
develepment level of the countries. Thats why migration to destination countries has helped
to improve migrants’ lives and has offered better opportunities for millions worldwide (IOM,
2018b).

Due to the formal official figures there were approximately 258 million
international migrants worldwide in 2017, which makes up 3.4 per cent of the total population
of the world. The number of international migrants worldwide is growing day by day and it
has continued to grow rapidly over the past 15 years reaching 248 million in 2015. It was
220 million in 2010, 191 million in 2005 and 173 million in 2000 (UN DESA, 2017). It is
said that Europe and Asia hosted around 80 million migrants in 2017. It makes up the 60%
of the total global international migrant. It means that European and Asian countries are place
for destination. These continents were followed by North America, with 58 million migrants
from all over the wolrd in 2015. Its 22 % of the global migrant stock (UN, 2017; UN DESA,
2017). Therefore, the movement of thousands of people across international boundaries
continues to be one of the most important issues of the global agenda. Thus, international
migration creates economic, social, cultural and political burden in receiving countries. Thus,
its urgent for receiving countries to take precautions and effective policies to overcome these
difficulties.

The womens’ international migration has been a critical issue of migration. In
2017, they were 258 million migrants worldwide out of a global population of 7.3 billion. It
means that 1 in every 30 person is migrant. 52 % of international migrants are male, 48% are
female (UN DESA, 2017). It proves that female migrants are also make up for almost half of
the total migrants. It means that women migrants are the important part of global migration
(Zlotnik, 2003).
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Before 1970s, there was almost no migration research, which examined men and
women migrants separately. Results only shared the experiences of one sex: only men’s
movement was of interest and women were treated as family followers, dependant, tied
movers, secondary or associational migrants (Balan, 1981, p. 228; Kossoudji and Ranney,
1984). Studies on migration were only considered on movement of men, they ignored the
movement of women. For this reason, studies were gender-neutral and theories on migration
were pointing the experience of male migrants. Female migrants were often treated as
dependants. Their movement were considered just for family reunion. Moreover, their
economic contributions to the destination countries were ignored (Kofman, Phizacklea,
Raghuram and Sales, 2000, p. 3). Unfortunately, studies of migration were lack of gender
point of view. It was the missing part of studies on international migration (Morokvasic,
1984).

Studies ignored the oppressive and exploitative structures, which caused women
to migrate more independently, for example. They supposed that men and women performed
in just the same way and have the same association to those structures (Kofman et al. 2000,
p. 22-3). Despite Ravenstein’s (1885) foresight that ‘women migrate is greater than men’,
migration theories overwhelmingly focused on men migrants. Generalizing findings to all
migrants, simply failed to recognize any potential differences between women’s and men’s
migration (DeLaet, 1999, p. 13; Nawyn, 2010; Kofman et al 2000, p. 22-3). Hence, this kind
of ‘add women and stir’ approaches recognize women. But assume that they are the same as
man.

In the 1970s and early 1980s, feminist scholarships increasingly drew attention to
nexus between gender and migration. They met on a common ground that women also have
reasons for migration as well as men. A gender standpoint on international migration widens
present perception about gender-specific causes of international migration. It also examines
the consequences of international migration of women (UN DESA, 2006). The main reasons
of this intense flow were supposed to be economic such as poverty, debt, sex slavery and
unemployment. However, non-economic reasons such as honour killing, marital discord,
marriage, education, gender discrimination, violence, divorce, religious and political
depressions and social motives (regime, rules, traditions, customs, and patriarchy) could have
influenced women’s decision to migrate (Morokvasic, 1983; Kofman et al 2000, p. 21; Jolly,
Reeves, and Piper, 2005).

Its concluded that not all migration occurs in positive circumstances, however.
International migration occurs in two ways, legal and illegal. While legal way is safer for
migrants, illegal way dangerous and causes many to die on the move. Insecure and illegal
move of migrants draw attention to media and public policy. Its always been newsworthy
and it takes media attention. There is so much debate on their security. Therefore, it has high-
priority policy issue by many states throughout the world (I0OM, 2018b). With the help of
these pioneering researches (Morokvasic, 1983; Simon and Brettel, 1986), the literature
began to evaluate man and woman migration separately by gazing upon the effects of
different gender roles in the mid-1980s.

In the 1980s and early 1990s studies on ‘women and migration’ were followed by
researches on ‘gender and migration’ (Hondagneu-Sotelo, 2000, p. 115; Hondagneu-Sotelo
and Cranford, 2006). Researchers noticed the gendered processes of migration. They
observed that there are some other factors such as hierarchies of power, authority and
resources which affect women’s migration. For Hugo (2000, p. 299) the migration of women
undocumented.; women work in the destination country; women move autonomously. They
permanently work at field of operations. For example, researches added the decision- making
processes, gendered nature of family and communities, occupational sex segregation and
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gender relations post-migration to their works (Grasmuck and Pessar, 1991; Hondagneu-
Sotelo, 1994; Repak, 1995). Common point of these works improved that migration is a
gendered process and gender relations also change with migration processes (Hondagneu-
Sotelo, 2000, p. 116).

3. Methodology

This work tried to show international migration of women and how it’s shown in
a movie. The movie called Brooklyn is analysed semiotically to focus on interpretation,
positioning of women, their discourses, expressions and cause and effect relationship.
Semiology as a qualitative method, is the study of signs. It analysis the media texts such as
films, advertisement, literature, magazines and newspapers etc. In this section of the study,
the movie Brooklyn is analysed through the semiology. Films visualize the experiences of
the people and portrayes reality of the world in which we live through signs. Signs have
ability of conveying meaning to the people who use them. They are constructed by humans
and the meaning is produced in the context of culture in which they live. Therefore, the sign,
for Saussure, was a physical object with a meaning and it refers to something other than itself.
It consists of a signifier and a signified. The signifier is the sign’s image as we perceive it.
The signified is the mental concept to which it refers (Fiske, 1982, p. 40-44).

3.1. Findings

According to the analysis, Brooklyn movie shows the feelings, problems, experiences
and difficulties that immigrant women face both in original and destination countries. Eilis
proves that immigrant woman is no more considered as family followers, dependent and
passive. They are also active and dependent movers. Irish migrant woman Eilis feels more
self-confident, stand on their own legs, economically free and better educated. Therefore, the
movie also visually presents the gendered transnational migration process. It also shows the
contributions and positive effects of immigrants to the country even though immigrants are
considered as threat to the developed countries. It subverts the stereotyped migrant concept.

3.1.1. Semiotic Analysis
The Brooklyn movie (2015) is about a young Irish woman Eilis Lacey (Saoirse Ronan)

living in Ireland, in 1950s. She works in a bakery shop in her country. Her sister’s friend
priest (Jim Broadbent) changed Eilis’s life completely. He finds a job for her in New York
(Brookly) where the Irish community mostly settled. Eilis is willing to go to Brookly for a
better life. After completing documents, she departs Ireland and moves to Brookly by a ship
where full of Irish immigrants, leaving her mother and sister behind. International migration
from Ireland to America crossing the Atlantic, Eilis was very unhappy due to homesick. She
was missing her country, mother and sister. She was keeping herself busy with work and
bookkeeping course in Brooklyn University. She was hopeless till she finds young Italian
man Tony (Emory Cohen) in an Irish party and new life stars for both of them. Cast of the
movie is mentioned below;

Eilis Lacey (Saoirse Ronan): Hard-working, quite and ambitious young lrish
woman who immigrates to New York/Brooklyn for a better life.

Mrs Lacey (Jane Brennan): Eilis and Rose’s mother. She always supports her
daughters.

Rose (Fiona Glascott): Eilis’ older sister. She organizes Eilis’ emigration from
Ireland to New York. She dies from heart attack.
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Father Flood (Hugh Gormley): Irish priest in New York. He is friend of Rosa and
helps Eilis to find a job and guest house in Brooklyn. He also encourages her to study
bookkeeping in University.

Miss Kelly (Brid Brennan): Owner of a shop which Eilis works. She is very rude
and harp-tongued.

Georgina (Eva Birthistle): She is an immigrant and shares a cabin with Eilis on the
same ship. She advices Eilis how to act like American during their journey.

Jim Farrell (Domhnall Gleeson): Irich and handsome rish man who falls in love
with Eilis.

Tony Fiorello (Emory Cohen): Hardworking, funny, honest handsome immigrant
Italian man who falls in love with Eilis. He lives in Brooklyn and works as a plumber.

The movie Brookly is something more than a story of an immigrant woman. It
tells the stories of most of the immigrant women who cross continents. For the story of Eilis
who moves from Ireland to America, it was better income and high standart of living. Just
like other Irish imimgrants, she also had American dream. America is the country of
destination, hope and full of opportunities. When Eilis was packing her suitcase, her sister
worried a lot that she has so few clothes to take with her to New York. Eilis replied to her
sister, “That’s why Im going to New York for better standart of living and to buy better
clothers”. Her sister replied back, “I can buy new clothes for you, but | cannot buy a future
for you”. The conversation between them is an evidence of America is land of opportunity.
The origin country fails to satisfy expectations of her. It can be said that, for women,
transnational migration depends on variety of factors in the emigrant country and in the
receiving country. This push and pull factors of migration can be different for every migrant.

Adventure of Eilis in 1950s is one of the best examples of international migration
of a woman who moves voluntarily. She and other women who stayes in guesthouse with
her, and the women she met in the ship prove that “female migrants are moving on their own
by herself without male partner. They were not dependant, tied movers or family followers.
Even the girls she met in the ship were also moving independently. One of them was her
cabin mate Georgina. Eilis was warned by Georgina about her clothers. She said to Eilis that
she looks “Irish”. Both decided what to wear during entry control. Eilis was looking so pale
because of nausea. Georgina said to her, “guard will put you in quarantine”. She makes up
on her face and advised her to act like an American. Immigrants were unwanted, and they
were seen as a threat to country. She enters a blue door with her suitcase in her hand after
controlling her documents by the guards in New York. As soon as the door is opened by her,
very bright light was visible. Sign door symbolise the New York. Significant bright light
represents new world, signified new life and new opportunities. Then she goes to Kehoe’s
guest house in Brooklyn where other immigrant Irish women live.

The movie shows that country of destination improves the lifes of immigrant
women. For example, the improvement of their own skills or education. Priest enrolls Eilis
bookkeeping course in Brooklyn University for three nights in a week proves this situation.
As Lee (1966, p. 56) states ‘migration means advancement’. Migrant women may also
influence the societies of their country by disseminating new values and ideas that they have
seen in other countries. Eilis feeling of homesickness decreased when she falls in love with
Italian man Tony. He works as a plumber in Brooklyn. He also contributes the economy of
America as an immigrant. This hardworking man tells Eilis about his future plans and asks
her marriage. They get marry before her sister’s death. She decides to go to Ireland for few
weeks. In Ireland everything was familiar such as her town, friends and mother. She also
enjoyed being with her new cute and rich friend Jim Farrell. She had feeling of belong to
Ireland that made her not to reply Tony’s letters. She was not sure about her feelings to Tony
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and to America. Emotionally she was between two man and two country. She was not clear
what to choose.

When she goes to seaside with friends and comes closer with Jim. They surprise
with her new designed swinsuit. Her friend says that she has never seen such a nice swimsuit
before. Nancy said in your clothes you look different. Swimsuit is representing
modernisation, development and fashion. Rose’s boss wants her to work as a bookkeeper for
him. In her country she was now feeling more confident than before. Because, she is more
educated and well dressed. Migration also empower immigrant women and it has positive
effects for them. Going back to New York, she saw a lonely Irish girl who was travelling to
new world for a better life. It means that there are more and more dependent women moving
to developed country. Soon after conservative and narrow-minded society confused her mind
and she decided to go back to America where Tony lives. Eilis was sure about her feeling to
Tony and America.

In concusion, migrant women’s education degree, perception, self-confidence,
language proficiency, knowledge, independence, and comparison made of the positive and
negative situations between the origin and destination country can shape transnational
migration. As Lee (1966, p.51) states that “personal sensitivities, intelligence, and awareness
of conditions elsewhere enter into the evaluation of the situation at origin, and knowledge of
the situation at destination depends upon personal contacts or upon sources of information
which are not universally available”. For this reason, Poverty and unemployment were the
push factors transnational migration of Irish immigrant women. Better standart of living and
opportunities in New York were the push factors of Irish women.

4. Conclusion

Brookly is not only shows the simple life of an Irish woman who wants to see the
“American dream” but also the history of immigrants who move from Ireland to America. It
helps us to see the conditions of both the countries why people choose to migrate. Immigrant
women, relatively, have different drivers of international migration. In the case of Irish
immigrant women in the movie, they mostly migrated due to unemployment, conservative
society, traditions and culture in the country of origin. They have chosen New York for
income opportunities, employment, freedom and better lifestyle. As active participants in
their migration to New York, all Irish immigrant women had a chance to consider
opportunities, advantages and disadvantages between the two countries. They entered a
socially, politically and culturally different system which contributed them to change their
perception. Imagined better life, freedom, more income, in summary, important factors for
Irish immigrant women to move from the emigrant country to country of destination.

As a result of migration to a developed country, Irish migrant women feel more
self-confident, stand on their own legs, economically free and better educated. Consequently,
this paper aims to contribute to feminist studies and migration literature. Consequently,
America gives more freedom to women than conservative Ireland. Eilis proves that
immigrant woman is no more considered as family followers, dependent and passive. They
are active and dependent. When the origin country fails to satisfy expectations just like Eilis
case, they move to country of destination. On the other side, Brookly movie is also important
to show the feelings of immigrant women. For this, different analysis is needed to depict the
differences of female and male migrants in the context of international migration. In sum,
this work will contribute to gender and migration studies.
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