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Power and Stability Policies in the Black Sea-Caspian Region in the
Context of Max Weber’s Authority Approach

Abstract

Weber defined the authority that gave legitimacy to power based on the concept
of sovereignty and tried to understand the level of awareness of the individual’s
social actions. Together with the phenomenon of power, who played an active
role in the strategic platform formed at the same time the hegemony of the
authority. The playmakers, who are the active subjects of International
Relations, produce proactive-structural policies considering the power
balances. In this context, the Black Sea and the Caspian Basin are not only
affected by energy, politics and power policies on geopolitical axes but also
affect these policies. Turkey is strengthening its central position taking an active
role in the Black Sea and the Caspian Basin energy and stability policies for the
balance of power in the Eurasian axis. In this study, on the scale of the Black
Sea and the Caspian Basin; in terms of Turkey, regional and global actors in
energy policies, geopolitics and the balance of power will be examined.

Key Words: Power, Authority, Policy, Causality, Hegemony.
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1. Introduction

The 18th century, also known as the “Century of Enlightenment” was the
century of humanistic philosophies that put the human in the center of the
universe. In fact, the Enlightenment was a period in which humanism, the most
important of the Renaissance movements of the 14th and 15th centuries,
appeared again but on an exceptionally large scale. Putting human beings in the
center of the universe brings along giving priority to the subject, but not to the
object in philosophy and especially in knowledge theory; and giving priority to
the individual, but not to the society as a whole beyond-individual in the life of
society. It is obvious that this humanistic perspective will affect the view of
history and society (Ozlem, 2017, p. 36).

The boundaries of the maps far beyond the known world and away from our
eyes are also the place where the first writers, who wrote utopias, deployed their
stories. Not many utopias were produced during the medieval period since the
perfect society was postponed to the afterlife, millennia or after the
redevelopment of Jesus. However, when first the time of Renaissance and then
the first periods of modernity were reached, the star of the utopia shone again
(Atwood, 2014). More than a statesman or a clergy, Thomas More is a
Renaissance reformist as he writes Utopia, and is a Humanist writer with eyes
far beyond his era. Utopias have always existed for people who questioned the
time they lived and produced ideas. More has set off Plato's flawless state of
mind, but in Utopia, it has applied this perfection to all community life. The
Utopians considered the natural purpose of all humanitarian efforts to be
satisfied with life and said that living in harmony with nature was equivalent to
being virtuous (More, 2010).

Compared to utopias, ideologies are an inseparable part of the political
experience of the modern world. Ideologies produce various perspectives for
understanding and explaining the world (Yilmaz, 2008, p. 7). The individual
who lives in ideology tries to form himself as a free subject who has the right
to choose his thoughts (Althusser, 1989, p. 71). At the same time, the individual
tries to mold the theories put forward and created in the minds of the
superstructure or certain people, which are necessary for a particular structure
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(Gramsci, 2016, p. 58). Ideologies can also be considered as “the regulations of
the truth” because they also own a claim that strives to illuminate the truth. As
a language of political rhetoric, ideology determines what we think and how we
behave, by presenting a set of premises and assumptions about how things work
and how they should work in society. As “the regulations of the truth” ideology
is always associated with the ruling power (Heywood, 2016, p. 36).

In this study including ideology, state, sovereignty and humanitarian approach
as discourse; the concept of authority in Weber's thought is first discussed in
various aspects. In this context, the concepts of strategy, political causality,
hegemony and political politics are associated with the authority in
conceptualization between cases and events. Finally, on the scale of the Black
Sea and Caspian Basin, the context of the research topic is handled in the
example of energy policies, geopolitics and balance of power in terms of
Turkey, regional and global actors.

2. Max Weber’s Authority Typology

Although Weber began his academic career with legal studies, he soon focused
on comparative research of the transformation between Western and Eastern
communities. He always faced a dilemma between choosing scientific research
or politics as a profession. He finally decided to devote himself to the task of
scientific research. His working experiences include power, authority,
leadership, bureaucracy, rationality, and organization which form the basis of
his statements for complex social phenomena. All of these elements also appear
in the interpretation of modern educational systems (Rao & Singh, 2018, P. 74).

While Weber emphasizes the “necessity of interpreting the meaning of actions
according to the actor” to explain the distinguishable regularities in human
behavior (Aksan, 2016, p. 429), he states that there is the rationality idea of
individual action under the understanding of the modern social organization
rationality. According to Weber, the modern social organization rationality has
natural boundaries as well as the nature of the individual action. The individual
is the one whose behavior is not rational to the extent that his actions are not
self-conscious and intentional, is supported by habit, or is driven by the
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emotions. On the other hand, the individual is the one whose behavior is rational
to the extent that the individual behaves deliberately and is aware of what he is
doing (Weber, 2017, pp. 75-77).

In the beginning, Weber tried to find answers to the question, "Why do people
obey?" In his view, ruling power is a factor that allows the orders to be accepted.
The concept of Legitimacy is another element that allows this power to be
adopted. Weber's concept of authority is formed by the combination of these
two concepts (Akgakaya, 2016, pp. 281-282). The power for Weber is the
possibility that an actor is in the position of being able to do whatever he wants
even if he faces resistance and whatever basis it is based on in a social
relationship (Ok, 2017, p. 45; Sancak, 2016, p. 34). In this case, the authority is
to have the power, to direct other people by using power to discipline them and
to ensure them acting according to a higher standard (Capcioglu et al. 2010 , p.
54).

According to Weber (2012a), sovereignty is one of the most important elements
of social action in its most common meaning. Of course, every form of social
action does not contain a structure of sovereignty. But, sovereignty plays an
important role in most types of social action even if it is not clear at first sight.
The emergence of rational unity from the inappropriate social action in many
cases depends on sovereignty and its implementation. If we look at the law as
the pretensions given to a person against one or more people and as the authority
to issue orders to people who are not given such a right or borrowers, the whole
of modern law can be perceived as the distribution of sovereignty to the hands
of people who are given legal rights (pp. 307-309). In a rational, positive legal
system, the concepts related to the legitimacy of the law are sociologically valid
to the extent that it has practical consequences for the behavior of lawmakers,
practitioners and social groups concerned with the law. Every natural law has
not been revolutionary in its intentions in order to ensure that certain norms are
realized with violence or passive disobedience against an existing order. In fact,
natural law has also served to legitimize the most diverse types of authoritarian
powers (Weber, 2014a, pp. 369-370).
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In Weber’s view, three pure forms of legitimate authority come to the forefront.
The validity of this legitimacy thesis may be based on the following thoughts in
mutual dependence:

* Legal authority: it is based on the legitimacy of normative rules and on
the belief that those who are granted the right to give orders according to these
laws.

* Traditional Authority: it is based on the sanctity of the traditions that have
been perpetuated since ancient times and the legitimacy of those who use power
according to these traditions.

» Charismatic Authority: it is based on the sanctity of the exception, its
heroism, its exemplary traits or the adherence to the sanctity of the order or the
normative patterns that are described or ordered by him (Weber, 2013, p. 54).

The geopolitics of the Black Sea and Caspian Basin associated with authority
typology in Weber’s view constitute a strategic position in the struggle for
power and rulership and in the formation of hegemony area. The countries of
both regions have made themselves accepted as important economic forces with
the Trans-Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline Project (TANAP), Baku-Thilisi-
Ceyhan (BTC) oil pipeline, Baku-Thilisi-Erzurum (BTE) natural gas pipeline
projects. The historical and cultural ties of the countries of the region with
Turkey require regional cooperation beyond competition. The US-Russia
competition, which has recently intensified in world politics, shows itself also
with regional alliances. Turkey, under favor of its position as a central country
in this process, retains its power with its military and economic potential in the
conflicts of energy and political interest of the ruling powers. In recent years,
Turkey has taken important risks and responsibilities in regional stability
policies, especially in the Middle East, the Black Sea and the Caspian Basin.
These risks and responsibilities arise as a geostrategic outcome for Turkey as
well as a political and economic gain in terms of regional and cultural
geography. In this context, the arguments used by policymakers to give
continuity and power to the concept of authority; the relationship between the
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strategies in the global and regional balances, the political causality in the power
phenomenon, hegemony, and the political politics that we will try to address
with subheadings below are becoming important.

2.1. Strategy in Global and Regional Power Balances

The most fundamental function of a state is to sustain its presence and preserve
its independence at any cost (Polat, 2015, p. 86). According to modern
perceptive, the state is a legally defined concept; in an objective sense, a
dominant state force inside and outside; in terms of geography, it strongly points
to the territory of the country where the borders are drawn-to the state site-; in
social aspects it points to all members of a country (Habermas, 2012, p. 15).
The state authority means the ability to declare and enforce the laws of the
country —all citizens of this authority, in some way, the rules that must be
obeyed by anyone physically there (Bauman, 2009, pp. 180-181).

Brzezinski (2005) describes active strategic players as the states that have the
capacity and the national will to exercise power or influence beyond their
borders in order to alter—to a degree that affects America's interests—the
existing geopolitical state of affairs (p. 64). Physical, economic and technical,
cultural and religious, racist and historical, and finally legal and strategic
characteristics have been intertwined to make changes in the world (Celerier,
1963, p. 18). According to Weber; the dignity that stems from power means, in
practice, the glory and honor of establishing political power over another
community. Although it is not always in the form of annexation and domination,
it means the expansion of power. The great political communities are the natural
supporters of this kind of dignity claims (2014b, p. 259).

2.2. Political Causality in Power Phenomenon

Hans J. Morgenthau, who attributed central importance to the phenomenon of
power in international politics, emphasizes that it is the concept of interest
expressed by this, and it is not possible to establish any national or international
policy theory without this concept (Aydemir, 2016, p. 129). This means the use
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of the military forces, vast territories, underground and aboveground natural
resources, the crowded population, the power originating from the developed
economy and the established political management system held by the country
which has the hard power (Anaz, 2013, p. 11).

The concept of global domination power itself is a relatively new historical
development. People have lived in isolated communities for millennia, unaware
of the existence of their distant neighbors. Immigration and occasional conflicts
with foreigners occurred in an environment where the rest of the world was not
even aware of it (Brzezinski, 2012a, p. 16). According to Brzezinski (2012b),
the problems of classical power and geopolitics are ongoing. The global
political awakening and the transformation of humanity in its subjective state
has become a global situation, which began with the French Revolution and
spreads from Europe to Asia in the late 19th and early 20th centuries (p. 269).

According to Barnett, most of the Pentagon strategists, who say that the real
struggle began with the end of the cold war, advocate the protection of the
United States' position as the world's only super-military force, not the use of it
(Macit, 2006, p. 143). As the failure of the United States to impose its intention
in Iraq has become clear, the real goals of the occupation have been no longer
hidden behind the ornamental language (Chomsky, 2017, p. 65). The war in Iraq
was related to the basis of the “national security” and the future power of the
United States. The role America played as the sole dominant power was the
unnamed cause of the war. It was about power and above all, geopolitical power
(Engdahl, 2008). During the Anglo-American invasion of Irag and in the
subsequent anarchic environment; the heritage of the country was largely
destroyed, the National Museum was plundered, the libraries which had the
manuscripts of the Qur'an were set fire to, and the ancient Sumerian cities were
destroyed. Similar ones are now happening in Syria (Fisk et al., 2015, p. 262).

2.3. Hegemony

According to Weber (2014c), sovereignty never limits itself intentionally to
merely calling for material, emotional or national motives to ensure its
continuity. In addition, it also tries to create and develop a belief about its own
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‘legality’ (p.322). 322). As seen in all political communities that have followed
each other in history, the state is based on a relationship that manifests itself in
the form of human’s hegemony on the human. It has the authority based on a
legal situation and rules that are established in a rational manner; this
compliance fulfills the obligations which are convenient to the established
system. This is the ruling power employed by the modern state official, like all
the representatives of the ruling power who approach the power in this point of
view (Weber, 2006, pp. 28-29).

The idea that discourses cannot be considered independent of those who express
themselves and who are exposed to these discourses has become very popular
especially in Europe thanks to international relations theorists influenced by
post-modern thinkers such as Michel Foucault. According to this perceptive,
political discourses and analysis and even modern international relations
theories can never be unbiased. Critical theorists aim to examine and reveal the
unobtrusive dimensions of the power construction that cannot be seen with
behavioral and materialist perspectives by problematizing the power relations
underlying the discourses (Kadercan, 2014, p. 331). Based on the paradigm of
“discourse of power” or “discourse based on power”, the approach to which
there is an organic link between power and thought systems inevitably leads us
to the discussion of whether knowledge is transformed into power. The outcome
of this discussion willy-nilly shows how the reality of power for social meaning
was developed and presented through discourse/language channel.
(Biiyiikakinci, 2014, p. 84).

Hegemony is achieved through the whole of organisms that act through non-
governmental or cultural communication and are generally called a special
(Femia, 2015, p. 59). Since 1945, American hegemony, or more precisely,
American domination, has stood on two pillars. The first is that the US Dollar
is in the position of global reserve money through Wall Street. The second is
the irresistible military power role played by the Pentagon (Engdahl, 2011, p.
5). Though we do not want to return to a world where great powers clash, we
need to be aware of the need for power. There is one thing states can do, that is
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to gather and assemble the legitimate power in a meaningful way (Fukuyama,
2012, p. 160).

2.4. Political Politics

Saying that the existence of a power in society is necessary and inevitable, Ibn
Khaldun explains that a minority compared to the ones ruled in the community
is in the jurisdiction of the people and is authorized in the works of all peoples
(Goze, 2016, pp.104-105). First of all, it is necessary to determine what the best
form of living is to be able to thoroughly examine what the best form of
government is (Aristo, 1970, p. 150). There is a natural law that regulates the
natural state and everyone has to obey; this law called the mind teaches
everyone who consulted him that they should not harm the life and health of
others, and should not take away their freedom or property because people are
equal and independent (Rosen & Wolff, 2006, pp. 34-35).

According to Nietzsche, the approval of the idea of the Hegelian historical
world process meant that any form of ruling power was accepted without
question, whether represented by the government, public, or the absolute
majority in society (Emden, 2013, p. 156). It has now become impossible to
distinguish between political and social ones any more. Because they are linked
to each other by the indicator called economy since the French Revolution. The
autonomy of politics is inversely proportional to the hegemony of society.
Liberal thought has always lived with a dialectical longing between the two
(Baudrillard, 2010, pp. 22-24).

The universal experience in which violence breeds violence, where social or
economic power interests can be combined with idealistic reforms or even
revolutionary movements, and where violence against a particular injustice is
not the ultimate result of greater justice, but of greater power or the victory of
reason has not been hidden from intellectuals who do not have political interests
(Weber, 2012b, p. 364). The emphasis on the necessity to encounter the realities
of the modern world without illusions is a constant theme in Weber's political
writings. Whoever wants to make politics on earth, above all, has to be free
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from illusions. The theme itself is also integrated with the concept of Weber's
world ethical irrationality (Giddens, 1992, p. 49).

People who express their thoughts in words that they do not dominate, who put
those thoughts into verbal forms of which their historical dimensions escape
from the grasps, believe that their words submit to them, and do not know that
they are subject to their wishes (Foucault, 2013, p.417). The mindset is the
beliefs and attitudes that almost all the people of an era share indisputably and
without understanding what it is. When the political actor is under pressure, his
typical reactions become exaggerated. Although the essence of his behavior is
based on a part of the truth, his behavioral pattern may be due to warping of the
truth (Robins, 2001).

3. The Geopolitics of the Black Sea and Caspian Basin on the Turkish
AXis

If an organization with a ruling power permanently secures its existence and
order within a certain geographical area through the physical violence and threat
imposed by the administrative body, it is called the political organization
(Weber, 2012c, p. 103). According to nationalist thought, to have control over
a particular soil is to draw the boundaries of that geography and to dominate the
historiography of those soils. Nationalization of the geography is to create a
“national field” that is glorified materially and morally (Durgun, 2012, p. 17).

Geopolitics is a discipline that examines the life and activity areas of countries,
nature, geographic position with the resources it covers in the formation of state
power, the shaping of force balances in international relations (Ozdag, 2003, p.
9) and the humanity in relation to the spatial factor (Dugin, 2015 ). Because of
its geopolitical position and importance, Eurasia has become the source or outlet
of major global struggles and conflicts in recent years. In the modern era,
Eurasia was divided according to the East-West discrimination that revealed a
form of limitation that we are closely acquainted with today and the principle
of the center-periphery relationship. Although these distinctions have lost their
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grip on Euro-Asia relations today, they are still influential in the political
orientations and are guiding the identity policies (Rumford, 2015, p. 251).

The Black Sea is a semi-enclosed sea with 432,000 km2 area and 4340
kilometers long coastline. It is an important and strategic sea, which has a
unique position with two narrow exits to the open seas through an inland sea.
According to the “Rimland Theory” developed by Spykman, the Black Sea
connects Europe to the Middle East and Asia. According to Mahan's “Sea Power
Theory ", the power dominating the Black Sea will have a geographical position
to control the region (Kurt, 2015, p. 405).

If we consider the Black Sea Basin as a whole today, we can say that it has a
different meaning for each state that has regional interests (Aktas & Giintay,
2014, p. 164). Among the reasons of the interest focused in the Black Sea are
the change in the threat perception of the USA after 9/11 (New York) and 3/11
(Madrid) terrorist attacks and the broad Black Sea project of the United States.
Its influence to the riparian countries as well as the Balkans, the Caucasus, the
Caspian, Central Asia, and perhaps a part of Iran, the back door to the Great
Middle East, its location as a strategic corridor between the Atlantic region and
the problematic Middle East that represents the 65 percent of the world oil
reserves, and the smuggling route of radical terrorist organizations and
organized crime networks increases the geopolitical importance of the Black
Sea. If we look from the viewpoint of the Russian Federation, energy card, the
Turkey initiative, the close environmental doctrine, the use of frozen conflicts
such as Karabakh, South Ossetia, Abkhazia, and Transnistria are effective
(TEPAV, 2007, pp. 8-10).
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Map 1: The Black Sea and the Caspian Basin

Source: (researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk)

The Caspian Sea, covering an area of approximately 371,000 km2 with a length
of 1204 kilometers is almost Japan-sized area. The average depth of the Caspian
is 184 m and the largest depth ratio is 1025 m (Yolcu, 2014, p. 13). The
uncertainty of the legal status of the Caspian in the new geopolitical order,
formed by the collapse of the Soviet Union (USSR) and the emergence of new
coastal states in the Caspian region, has been one of the important issues of
discussion. After they have won their independence; Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan
and Turkmenistan have gained the right in the region as the new coastal states,
which have been trying to build their national identities on the one hand and
their development on the other hand. These new circumstances caused a
problem concerning historical share in the Caspian, based on previous
agreements between Russia and Iran. The Caspian Sea, which has been a
political and economic interest between Russia and Iran for more than two
centuries, has become the interest of five states after this stage (Kinik & Giintay,
2016, P. 255). In the 5th Summit of Heads of the Caspian Littoral States
held in Aktau, Kazakhstan, the parties signed the agreement determining the
legal status of the Caspian. In the Treaty (1) each party in the Caspian Sea will
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have territorial waters up to a limit not exceeding 15 nautical miles and establish
a 10 nautical miles-wide fishery zone adjacent to the territorial waters (2) except
for the Caspian Littoral States, there will be no military force in the region, and
(3) all problems related to the Caspian Sea will be solved peacefully (Anadolu
Agency, 12.08.2018).

Map 2: Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline Project, TANAP
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Source: (www.miga.org)

Energy is a must for all countries and has a feature that affects the economy
completely. Energy infrastructures such as energy resources, transmission lines
and power plants are the most critical elements of developed or developing
countries because they have a feature that affects and changes the outcome of
all other critical infrastructures (Casin et al., 2015, p. 4). Azerbaijan's presence
on the Caspian Sea with its oil, gas wealth; Georgia's presence on the Black Sea
coast and the transportation of energy resources are of strategic importance
(Gafarli, 2015, p. 63). Azerbaijan defined part of the Caspian Sea as the national
territory in its constitution and, on the basis of this, started to grant oil/gas
exploration/development licenses within the region defined in 1994 (Sevim,
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2015, p. 102). The wealth of Caspian is transferred to the world via the Baku-
Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) oil pipeline and the Baku-Thilisi-Erzurum (BTE) natural
gas pipeline (Sariahmetoglu, 2014, p. 15; Karagol et al, 2016, p. 7). The Trans-
Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline Project (TANAP), which was put on the agenda
after NABUCCO had been involved in history, was considered as the most
pragmatic and realistic project among alternative options by the governments
of Turkey and Azerbaijan (Erdogan, 2017, p.15). The natural gas produced with
the help of TANAP in the natural gas field of Azerbaijan's Shah Sea 2 in the
Caspian Sea and other sites south of the Caspian Sea will be transported
primarily to Turkey and then to Europe. The inauguration ceremony of TANAP,
which was held in Eskisehir with the participation of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, was attended by the heads of state and government, energy ministers,
managers of energy companies and senior bureaucrats (NTV, 12.06.2018).

The geographical location of a country and its strategic resources within its
borders is an important place within the geopolitical elements of that country.
Turkey is the main contact point of the world power centers, the US and Russia.
Turkey, which has a significant position in the bilateral struggle between these
two states, is on the junction or separation point of Europe and the Middle East
(Harunogullar1, 2016, p. 403). Turkey has a unique position; through the straits,
it can control the sea routes reaching to the Mediterranean and the Middle East
from Caspian Littoral states, the Central European and Baltic states that are
connected to the Black Sea by canals and rivers. Turkey has also a geographic
location that can affect the Aegean Sea, the Central and Eastern Mediterranean
(Sener, 2015, p. 339). Istanbul and Canakkale straits are among the most
important marine routes in the world along with the Suez Canal in petroleum
transportation (Ayhan, 2009, p. 164). The Black Sea and Caspian Basin
countries, who want to market rich oil and natural gas resources to international
markets in order to accelerate their economic development, cooperated with
regional actors such as Turkey and developed oil and natural gas pipeline
projects to transport hydrocarbon reserves in the region to international markets
(Koten, 2013, pp. 77).
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4. The Assessment and the Conclusion

Weber defines power as an element that allows the acceptance and
implementation of orders given on the basis of legitimacy. In Weber’s view, it
is observed that the domain of power constitutes a dynamic process in
establishing and maintaining political authority. Sovereignty, as a constructive
element of social action, provides an elbow room for lawmakers and
practitioners in the formation of positive rational law. Sovereignty; in order to
ensure its continuity, it creates a belief together with the behavioral
psychologies of social groups; it affects social phenomena and events
sociologically.

States are making friendly/ foes identification on geopolitical and geostrategic
axis. The aim of the states is to maintain their existence while preserving their
legal and political independence. Political discourse and analysis constitute a
sphere of influence in the rational use of legitimate power by the states - with
the effect of knowledge on power. Policymakers who provide political
efficiency -in discourse/language practice- maintain individual and social
dialectical.

Geographical location - energy sources, climate, population density, continental
shelf - is the most decisive factor in the creation of a national and economic
space on the geopolitical axis, which is the reality within itself. Especially given
the advantages of energy resources in providing economic superiority, regional
and global cooperation as well as threat perceptions are emerging. Global and
regional forces are using military and economic power, with the influence of
political discourses -while realizing their earning policies. Political politics
provide mobility to actors in critical decision-making processes.

The Black Sea is a geopolitical and geostrategic sea. It has a very critical
geographical location that provides opportunities for the opening to the Balkans,
the Caspian, the Caucasus, the Middle East and the Mediterranean. The Black
Sea is an important energy corridor where the Russian Federation, the Caucasus

70



ihsan CAPCIOCLU, Ahmed Hamza ALPAY

and the Caspian oil and natural gas are delivered to the world markets. It is a
potential source of energy with its hydrocarbon deposits. This position of the
Black Sea in terms of energy increasingly increases the geopolitical and
economic competition on a global scale. It also adds a new dimension to Euro-
Atlantic security. Considering the historical relations of the Black Sea Littoral
States, the international organizations they are in and the international
organizations they want to become a member of; it is observed that there are
differences between geopolitical goals. This situation complicates the
establishment of a permanent and stable security environment in the Black Sea.
Even the non-regional actors have begun to intervene in the security dynamics
of the Black Sea. NATO, the EU and the United States carefully monitor the
development and dissemination of The Russian Federation’s effectiveness in
Central Asia, the Caucasus and the Black Sea. In particular, the 2008 Georgia
and 2014 Ukraine crises adversely affected the relations between Western
countries and neighboring countries. The issues related to the Ukraine Crisis,
Transnistria, Abkhazia and South Ossetia remain their actualities and continue
to affect developments. The Black Sea, due to its geopolitical position, directly
influences the security dynamics of the Balkans, the Caspian and the Caucasus
(Comak, 2017).

Among the countries bordering the Black Sea, Turkey is the chief country that
develops a unique discourse in the Black Sea region, carries out policies for the
region continuously, and attaches importance to this geography in its
geopolitics. Turkey has tried to pursue an active policy against the
developments in the Black Sea since the 1990s. The Black Sea Economic
Cooperation (BSEC), launched by Turkey's initiative, is the first indicator of an
active effort on this issue when it is not yet clear in what direction the
international system will be developed in the Black Sea geography. As stated in
the Black Sea Charter, the Black Sea states have taken steps to establish BSEC,
a regional cooperation model based on human rights and fundamental freedoms,
aiming to achieve prosperity through economic freedom, social justice, equal
security and stability, open to communication with other countries, regional
initiatives, international organizations and financial institutions by sharing their
views on regional cooperation, which is the part of the process of EU
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integration. In addition, Turkey's unchanging policy towards the straits in its
geopolitics makes Turkey one of the leading countries whose discourse is the
most prominent in the region (Erbas, 2012, pp. 138-143).

Turkey has a cultural common point with countries such as Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Azerbaijan, where the so-called
Central Asian states historical ties are strong and the Muslim population is the
majority. From this point of view, it can be said that Turkey has geopolitical
power, necessary cultural and political tools and strategic importance to mediate
the realization of leadership aspirations in the region in the world system shaped
after the Cold War. Turkey is also considered a key country in the transition of
the EU to Eurasia and the economic and political stability of the region. This
increases Turkey's importance in energy projects and highlights Turkey's
influence in the formation of international partnerships. The main importance
of TANAP in this process is that it is the route to transport Caspian and Middle
Eastern resources to Europe rather than the amount of natural gas it will carry
in the first stage. TANAP, which is the basis of the Southern Gas Corridor, is
planned to operate with 16 billion m3 of natural gas annually, 6 billion m3 of
gas is sold in the domestic market of Turkey and 10 billion m3 of gas is sent to
European markets. The capacity planned to be 16 billion m3 per year in 2020 is
expected to reach 23 billion m3 in 2023 and 31 billion m3 in 2026. TANAP is
a project in which Turkmenistan, Iran, Iraqg, Israel and other countries of the
region are willing to move natural gas resources to Europe alongside Azerbaijan
gas and negotiations are ongoing with the countries which are parties in this
framework. With the implementation of these projects, Turkey aims to become
a North-South energy corridor with the East-West Energy Corridor in the near
future, thus becoming the key country to save EU countries from the energy
problem (Furuncu, 2018, pp. 555-557).

The Black Sea and Caspian Basin geopolitics associated with the concept of
authority in Weber’s view constitute a strategic position in the struggle for
power and rulership and in the formation of hegemony area. In recent years,
Turkey has taken important risks and responsibilities in regional stability
policies, especially in the Middle East, the Black Sea and the Caspian Basin.
These risks and responsibilities arise as a geostrategic outcome for Turkey as
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well as a political and economic gain in terms of regional and cultural
geography. In this context, the world geography is increasingly in need of the
sovereignty of economic, religious, cultural, military-stability in regional and
global terms. The evolution of regional war policies into the policies of peace
and stability is very important for the survival and development of humanitarian
law. The realization of this process will be possible if all states establish
sovereign areas in accordance with legitimate and international law.
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