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Ozet

Ahmet Midhat Efendi, sadece edebiyat degil pek ¢ok alanda sz sdyleyebilen velid bir kaleme sahip
olusuyla XIX. yiizy1l Osmanl kiiltiir hayatinin en ¢arpict miinevver portresidir. Din, felsefe, tarih gibi
alanlarda da eser veren Ahmet Midhat, II. Abdiilhamid déneminin sosyal ve kiiltiirel hayatini, siyasi ve
iktisadi atmosferini yansitan bir yazar olarak da one ¢ikar. Bu makale ise Tiirk edebiyatinin ilk “yer-
1i” polisiye romant, Esrar-1 Cinayat’in yazildigi II. Abdiilhamid doneminde, Osmanli hukukunun Batili
hukuk normlartyla yeniden diizenlenisinin romandaki yansimalarini konu edinmistir. Ahmet Midhat’in
miistantik Osman Sabri, hafiye Kose Necmi gibi adli kahramanlari; Kalpazan Mustafa, Hediye Hanim,
Halil Stri, Mecdeddin Pasa gibi suclulari, XIX. yilizy1l Osmanli toplumunun sug ve ceza algisini yansi-
tan niteliktedir. Miisliiman bir geng kiz olan Peri’nin 6ldiiriildiigii Oreke Tast cinayetinin aydinlatilma
siirecinde dolandiricilik, kagakeilik, kalpazanlik, tecaviiz, fuhus gibi diger suglara da goriiniirliik ka-
zandiran Ahmet Midhat, intihar1 da su¢ kapsaminda degerlendirir. II. Abdiilhamid dénemindeki Batili
hukuki diizenlemelerin gerekliliginin altin1 ¢izen Esrar-1 Cindyat, aynt zamanda Kalpazan Mustafa’nin
suga siiriiklenisiyle yitirdigi haysiyetini, Istanbul halkmin géziinde giiglii bir yazara déniiserek, yeniden
kazanisinin da oykisiidiir.
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Abstract

THaving a prolific and a capable pen not only in literature but also in a wide range fields, Ahmet Midhat
Efendi is undoubtedly portrayed as one of the most influential intellectuals of the XIX. Century Ottoman
cultural life. Ahmet Midhat, who produced various works in theology, philosophy, history, he distinguishes
himself from his contemporaries in that he successfully reflects as an author the social and cultural life;
political and economic life of the period under II. Abdiilhamid reign. This article is aimed at exploring the
amendments in the Ottoman legal system under Western norms of law and their reflections on the novel,
Esrar-1 Cinayat, being the first native detective fiction written in II. Abdiilhamid Period. The judicial he-
roes in his works like miistantik Osman Sabri, Hafiye Kose Necmi; his criminal characters like Kalpazan
Mustafa, Hediye Hanim, Mecdeddin Pasa are all able to show how crime and punishment were once treated
by the XIX. Century Ottoman community. Ahmet Midhat, who makes a number of other crimes like dupery,
smuggling, forgery, rape, prostitution visible to the readers, also sees suicide as a crime. Esrar-1 Cinayat,
which emphasizes the necessity of Western-oriented legal rearrangements in II. Abdiilhamid Period, tells
the story of Kalpazan Mustafa, who was driven into crime only to lose his dignity and who later became a
powerful author in the public eye and regained his honour.
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