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Between the Power of the Center and the Margin
The Function of Intertextuality in the Poetry of Bouquala
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Abstract

After a period of structural hegemony which considered the literary text as a closed
world, now many approaches and visions started to appear to highlight the
unproductiveness of such enclosed views, rejecting the concept of closed structure,
rather considering the literary text as an open world, capable of interfering with the
different contexts that produce and influence it. We find, for example, cultural
criticism, of which Abdullah Al-Ghadami, is one of the most notable Arab
researchers who attempted to establish the legitimacy of cultural criticism by asking
whether in literature exists something more than the literary itself. Al-Ghadami’s
project is a dismantling of cultural models and a release of their control, by
removing a sort of “cultural blindness”, which led him to explain the particularities
of the Arab cultural discourse, and highlight what he was unable to detect. The aim
of our study is to discover the methods that are used by the cultural centre to control
the margin’s discourse, that is why we choose a form of marginal discourse which is
women’s oral poetry by looking at the “bouqalat” poems, as a cultural discourse.
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Extended Abstract

After a period of structuralism dominance, appeared approaches that
proved the unproductiveness of structuralist methods, which prevent the
reader from fathoming culture and its producers. These new approaches
rejected the concept of closed structure and treat literary text as an open one,
capable of interfering with the different contexts produced and influenced by
what can never be isolated from these approaches. Among these approaches
we find: hermeneutics, cultural semiotics, and cultural criticism. Al-ghedami
is considered to be one of the most important Arab scholars to have sought
to establish the legitimacy of cultural criticism, highlighting that its aim is to
examine the text according to what it accomplishes and what it reveals in
cultural systems, history, and reality. The aim of our study is to build on Al-
Ghedami’s ideas, and use the term “intertext” to reveal the methods and
rhetoric used by the centre to control and marginalise the margin’s discourse,
reason for which we have chosen a form of marginal discourse, namely the
female oral poetry which is the Bougala and to study it as a cultural
discourse.

The presence of Intertextuality between the margin’s discourse,
represented by “Boqalat” poetry, and centre’s represented by quatrain
“Majdoub” poetry, raises the question of whether it represents a form
recognition and submission to the centre, both aesthetically and
ideologically.

It should be noted that “bogqalat” poems did not absorb all quatrains in an
arbitrary fashion, rather it was a selective process, choosing the quatrains
that revealed flaws in the centre’s discourse in relation to the determination
of masculinity and femininity.

The woman in “Boqala’ poetry, as a producer of oral discourse, did not
seek to exclude the centre’s discourse in order to create an alternative, rather
she did so to give a presence to her own discourse. However, she later
realized her inability to face the dominant system.

We still have to determine to what extent this strategy of intertextuality
succeeds in concretizing the project of changing women’s image.
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History - social and literary - proves that “Bougqala” poetry brought no
change, neither in women'’s reality nor in the reality of their discourse.

The woman in many of her texts replicated the image painted by the
centre's discourse, with all its characteristics and its cultural load. Also, if the
centre allowed the discourse to exist for decades, it was not only because its
presence was necessary for social balance, but also because it did not
perceive it as a potential danger, thus in addition to the fact the boqala’s
discourse was limited in time and space, it is inherently flawed, in the sense
that because it carries some contradictions, in the sense that it is preoccupied
with the “other”, and evokes it in a way that makes the language of the self-
hostage to that of the other. Meaning that as much as it opposes the centre’s
discourse in some of its texts and forms, it ends up supporting in others.

There was in the poetry of the Bougala a sort of revolution on the cultural
level, however it was a failed revolution, in the sense that the centre
reshaped it according to its own criteria.

Almost as if practicing language in these conditions, renders the strategy
ineffective and instead of liberation from hegemony it ends up reinforcing it.
Thus, posing a question: did the women producing the “bogala” poses the
requirement to be aware of such complexity and depth?...
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