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Handan 1912 yilinda yayimlanmis Halide Edip’in kadin kahraman yaratimi agisindan en énemli
romanlarindan biridir. Romanda olay 6rglsi mektuplarda agiklanan i¢ diyaloglar araciligi ile ilerler.
Bu mektuplar baslarda erkek kahraman ve erkek arkadaslari tarafindan yazilmislardir ve ancak
romanin sonlarina dogru okur kadin kahramanin sesinin bir izine rastlar, ama yine de mektuplari
araciligiyla. Bu edebi aracin kadin sesini anlatiya donistiirme etkisi vardir. Dahasi, kadin kahraman
tarafindan yazilan mektuplarin bazilari hicbir zaman goénderilmezler (Handan’in sozleriyle “cop
tenekesine gitmeye” mahkimdurlar.) ve romanin sonunda, diisiinceleri “Handan’in duygular”
bashg altinda anlatilir. Bu sekilde yazar tarafindan disilinceler ve duygular arasinda bir ayrim yapilir:
dile getirilebilenler ve dile getirilemeyenler olarak.

Erkek kahraman normlara karsi gelen duygularini erkek arkadasiyla paylasmakta higbir sorun
yasamazken, sosyal olamayan, dolayisiyla dislanan dislince ve duygular yalnizca Handan’a, kadin
kahramana ait olanlardir. Bu tiir anlatim stratejileri araciligi ile Halide Edip farkh bir i¢ benlikle
karsilastirilan bir dis gercgeklik cizer, boylece kadini sorunsallastirir ve temelde sosyal olan, karsitligin,
karsit soylemin gecici bir birlestiriimesi olan kimlikle, bu tir karsit séylemlerin, onun araciligi ile
strekli cozimlenmesi gereken bir siire¢ olan 6znellik arasindaki fark konusunu glindeme tasir. Yani
oznelligin olusumu.

Handan, modern Tirkiye’deki kadinlarin unutmayi animsamasi gereken bir hayalete dénusir. Handan
aklinin dizginleyemedigi asiri tutkuya sahip olmaktan aci ¢eker. Benligi ve hafizayi kaybetmek yolu
ya da 6lmek disinda sorununun bir ¢ézimiine ulasamaz. Bu ¢alismada “sinir buhrani” yasayan bir
kadinin hikayesi onun 6znelligini olusturmasi baglaminda tartisilmaya ¢alisilacak.
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THE DISCOURSE OF “MADNESS” IN HALIDE EDIP’S NOVEL OF HANDAN

Handan, published in 1912, is one of the most important novels of Halide Edip in terms of creating
a woman hero. The plot in the novel develops with internal dialogues stated in the letters. These
letters have first been written by the male hero and male friends. Only toward the end of the novel
does the reader find the traces of woman hero’s voice, but again through the letters. This literary tool
has the impact of transforming the woman voice into a narrative. Furthermore, some of the letters
written by the woman hero is never sent and at the end of the novel, her thoughts are narrated
under the heading of “Handan’s emotions”. Thus a distinction is made between the thoughts and
emotions by the writer: those that can be put into words and those that cannot. While the male hero
does not have any problem in sharing his feelings against the norms with his male friend, non-social,
and therefore isolated thoughts and emotions are only the ones that belong to Handan, namely
the woman hero. Handan turns into a ghost that the women in modern Turkey have to remember
as something to be forgotten. Handan suffers from having an extreme desire that her mind cannot
restrain. She cannot find another solution than losing herself and memory or than dying. In this
study the story of a woman who lives through “a fit of nerves” will be opened up for discussion
within the context of forming her subjectivity.
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