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insanlk tarihinde éliimlere en ¢ok neden olan hastaliklarindan biri de sitmadir. Yiizyillar sonra
“malarya” olarak isimlendirilecek olan bu hastalik kinakina kabugunun kesfine kadar insanligin basina
dert olmustur. And Daglar’nin dogu yamaglarinda Peru’dan Bolivya’ya kadar yetisen ve inkalarin
kinakina adini verdikleri bu agacin kabugu 16. yiizyilda ispanyol misyonerler tarafindan Avrupa’ya
gotlrilmustir. Cizvit tozu adiyla kisa slirede yaygin olarak kullanilmaya baslayan bu mucize kabuk
atesli hastaliklara ¢are olmustur. 1742 yilinda Linné bu kabugu veren agaci Cinchona officinalis olarak
isimlendirir. 1820 yilinda Fransiz eczacilar Pelletier ve Caventou kinakinadan kinin elde ederler ve
ekstraksiyon metodunu yayinlayarak ilag firmalari tarafindan kinin tretilmesini saglarlar.

Sitma, tarih boyunca Anadolu’da da salginlar yapmis, Ege ve Akdeniz kiyilarinda yer alan antik
medeniyetlerin bircogunun ¢cdkmesinde énemli bir rol oynamistir. Osmanli imparatorlugu déneminde
sitma, ayni agirhk ve 6nemde bir halk saghgi sorunu olmaya devam etmistir. Osmanli Devleti, 6nce
Balkan Savaslari ardindan Birinci Diinya Savasi’nin gelmesiyle, savasin yaninda bir de bulasic
hastaliklarla micadele etmek zorunda kalmistir. Birinci Diinya Savasi’nin baslamasiyla birlikte, ordu
icinde oldugu kadar sivil halk arasinda da sitma iyice yayllmaya baslamistir. 1914 yilinda kurulan
Sihhiye Nezareti ile salgin hastaliklarla miicadele baslatiimistir. Yasal dizenlemelerle Almanya’dan
ithal edilen kinin tablet haline getirilip, Ziraat Bankasi araciligiyla halka lcretsiz dagitiimistir.

Bu galismada kinakinanin tarihi ile Osmanli déneminde sitma miicadelesi ve kinin ile ilgili kanunlar
arastinlmistir.
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THE MIRACLE BARK CINCHONA AND MALARIA IN THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

Malaria was among the most dangerous diseases in the history of medicine. It caused a huge trouble
for human being until the discovery of Cinchona bark. The Cinchona tree, growing naturally from
Bolivia to Colombia on the eastern slopes of the Ands, was introduced into European medicine by
Spanish Jesuit missionaries in the 16th century. Being popular as “Jesuit powder” it was used for
the treatment of febrile illnesses. Its active ingredient, quinine, was isolated in 1820 by two French
pharmacists, Pelletier and Caventou. They published their extraction method, and thus enabled
pharmaceutical industry to produce quinine.

Throughout history, malaria caused many epidemics in Anatolia and therefore played a significant
role in decimating many ancient civilizations settled on the Mediterranean and Aegean coasts. In the
Ottoman Empire, it was an ongoing important public health issue. Ottoman state had to fight against
epidemics during the Balkan Wars and then the World War |. Malaria was spread among the troops
as well as among the people at the beginning of the World War I. Ministry of Health was founded
in 1914 and fight against epidemic diseases was launched. Legal regulations were implemented and
quinine was imported from Germany and distributed free of charge to the public.

In this study the history of Cinchona, the laws about quinine and fight against malaria in the Ottoman
Empire were investigated.
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