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SAGLIGIN SEMBOLU: GILGAMIS DESTANINDAN ASKLEPIOS’A YILAN
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Antik caglardan gliniimiize kadar yilan, bircok medeniyette, saglk, hekimlik, bilgelik, kehanet, giic
ve ebedi yasamla iliskilendirilmistir. Tabiatin sifali bitkilerle iyilestirici gliclini en yakindan taniyan
canlinin yilan oldugu kabul edilmis ve bu nedenle saghgin semboll olarak gosterilmistir. Tip ve
eczaciligin bir simgesi olarak yilan figlrleri; bir asa etrafina sarilmis bir ya da iki yilan, kadehe sariimis
veya birbirine sarilmig iki yilan gibi ¢esitli formlarda karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

Antik toplumlara ait mitolojilerde ve efsanelerde yilan, her yil deri degistirerek genclesmesi
nedeniyle, sonsuz yasamin semboli olarak kabul edilmistir. Tarihte ilk yilan semboli Mezopotamya’da
gorilmistir. “Yilan” konusu, Stimer ¢iviyazili tabletlerinde bulunmus olan ve M.0O. 2000’li yillarda
Mezopotamya’da yazilmis oldugu tahmin edilen Gilgamis Destani’'nda da islenmistir. Uruk krali
Gilgamis’in “yasam veren” olarak adlandirdigi 6limsizliik otunu kendisinden alan yilan, otu yedikten
sonra deri degistirerek genclestiginden 6limsizIigin sembolli olmustur. Yunan mitolojisinde de
yilan sagligin ve hekimligin sembolii olmus, hekimlik tanrisi olarak bilinen Asklepios resimlerde ve
heykellerde elindeki bir asaya sarilmis yilanla sembolize edilmistir. Asklepios’un kizi Hygieia saglik
tanrigasi olarak kabul edilmekte olup, Hygieia’nin kadehi etrafina dolanan Asklepios yilani eczaciligin
sembolii olarak kullaniimaktadir.

Tarihsel bakis agisiyla, yilan farkli cografyalarda farkli sekillerde imgelendirilmis olmasina karsin tip
ve eczaciligin binlerce yillik evrensel bir sembolii haline gelmistir. Yilan sembolii, Diinya Saglik Orgiitii
basta olmak lizere saglikla ilgili bircok kurumun simgesi olarak kullanilmaktadir. Bu ¢calismada, yilanin
antik caglardan giinimuize kadar saglik semboll olarak nasil kabul edildigi farkli yonleriyle ele
alinmistir.
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A SYMBOL OF HEALTH: SERPENT FROM GILGAMESH EPIC TO ASCLEPIUS

Since ancient ages, the snake has been associated with healing, medicine, wisdom, prophecy, power
and eternal life in many civilizations. It has been recognized as a creature closely acquainted to
therapeutically powers of nature with medicinal plants, and for this reason symbol of health has
been referred to it. Serpent figures have various forms as symbols of medicine and pharmacy, such
as: one or two snakes entwined about a staff, a snake wrapped around a bow! or two snakes coiled
around each other.

The serpent was believed to be a symbol of eternal life in the mythology and legends of ancient
societies because it is revived by molting every year. Symbol of snake was first seen in Mesopotamia.
The “Snake” featured in the Epic of Gilgamesh found in Sumerian cuneiform tablets that were
presumably written in Mesopotamia around 2000 BC. The snake that stole the “plant of immortality”
in the possession of King of Uruk, and started to rejuvenate by molting every year to become the
symbol of eternal life. The serpent was also the symbol of healing and medicine in Greek mythology.
Symbolized as a snake-entwined staff in sculptures and pictures; Asclepius is known as god of
healing and medicine. Asclepius’ daughter Hygieia was revered as the goddess of health. The Snake
of Asclepius reaching for the bowl of Hygieia is the international symbol of the pharmacy.

From historical perspective, although the snake has been imaged with different forms in different
regions, it became a universal symbol of medicine and pharmacy for millennia. The serpent is being
used as a symbol by the World Health Organization (WHO) and other health institutes. In this essay
we have attempted to follow snake from different perspectives as it evolved to become the symbol
of medicine and pharmacology.

Gilgamesh, Asclepius, snake, serpent, pharmacy, medicine

67



	_GoBack
	yazarlara_bilgi.pdf
	_GoBack




