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Bu calismada, Firat Universitesi Veteriner Fakiiltesi &grencilerinin, mesleki etik problemlerle
karsilastiklarinda, verdikleri kararlarin gerekgelendirilmesi amaciyla basvurduklari dayanaklarin
arastirllmasi amaclandi. Bu amacla, 9’'uncu sémestre ogrencilerinden, ¢alismaya gonilli olarak
katilmayi kabul eden 11 kisi ile miilakat yapildi. Nitel arastirma yéntemleriyle yiritilen ¢alismada
yari yapilandirilmis anket formu kullanildi. Arastirmada, katilimcilarin, Doberman yetistiriciligi yapan
bir misterinin kopeklerde kulak - kuyruk kesilmesi, rudimenter parmagin alinmasi, kastrasyon
ve kisirlastirma, canin dislerin cekilmesi, ses tellerinin alinmasi, dovme yapilmasi ve Otenazi gibi
talepleriyle ilgili kararlari sorgulandi. Miilakat sonucunda elde edilen veriler icerik analizi ydontemiyle
degerlendirildi. Katihmcilarin genel olarak hayvanlar (izerindeki estetik amacgh uygulamalari,
hayvanin dogasina miidahale olacagi gerekcesiyle yapmak istemedikleri sonucuna ulasildi. Diger
miudahalelerin ise toplum sagligina karsi tehdit olusturup olusturmamasi durumuyla iliskilendirerek
degerlendirdikleri anlasildi. Katihmcilarin kararlarini ahlaki yetkinlikle, ahlak yasalariyla, vicdanla
veya miidahalenin olasi sonuclariyla iliskilendirmek suretiyle temellendirdikleri sonucuna varildi.
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A QUALITATIVE STUDY ON THE APPROACHES OF VETERINARY STUDENTS IN
THE ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING PROCESS

The present study was aimed at investigating the justifying foundations, on which students
attending Firat University Faculty of Veterinary Medicine built their decisions, when confronted with
professional ethical problems. For this purpose, 11 volunteer students attending their 9 semester
were interviewed. The study, based on a qualitative research methodology, was performed using
semi-structured questionnaire forms. The research questioned the decisions the students would take
when confronted with the demands of a client, engaged in the commercial breeding of Doberman
dogs, for ear cropping and tail docking, amputation of the dewclaw (rudimentary first digit), castration
and sterilization, extraction of the canine teeth, devocalisation, tattooing and euthanasia. The data
obtained through the interviews was assessed using the content analysis method. It was determined
that, in general, the participants were reluctant to perform aesthetic surgery as they considered such
operations to be an intervention to the nature of the animal. The other interventions questioned
in the forms were observed to be assessed by the participants in relation to the risk they posed for
public health. It was concluded that the participants founded their decisions on moral competence,
moral laws, conscience and the potential outcome of the intervention.
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