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Abstract

In this thesis, which bears the name of The Perception of Human Being in al-Maturidi (PhD. Dissertation, Mar-
mara University, Institute of Social Sciences, Department of Basic Islamic Sciences, Istanbul, Turkey, 2019),
the subject of Human Conception for Imam Maturidi, (d. 333/944) who is one of the most important figures
of the Islamic thought and one of the pioneers of Ahl al-Sunnah, has been studied. In order to address this
issue comprehensively, “What is human and why he is existed? What kind of being does man have? Is there
a link between the creation of the human species and the creation of the world/universe in its present form?
What is the position and limit of man before Allah, the realm in which he gains existence, and other crea-
tures with whom he shares the universe? In what way and in what dimension is his relationship with Allah
and the universe? What are the main principles that enable man to realize his humanity? What is the great-
est blessing given to man and the most valuable talent he has? Who is a good and ideal person? Can any
human be the ideal person? What is death? Why does man die? The answers to many questions that can be
listed such as; “What kind of existence does one expect after death? have been investigated. While this was
done, it was tried to put forward the human conception of al-Maturidi in a holistic manner on the basis of
his point of view and the aspects he put forward in human thought.

This study consists of an introduction, three sections and conclusion. The introduction provides information
about the purpose, importance, scope, sources and methods of the research. In the first chapter, based on
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the question “What is human?”, Maturidi's thoughts about the nature of human being, the structure of ex-
istence before and after the birth, The Messenger of Allah Adam, creation of Eve, the stages of human crea-
tion in the world and the place of mankind in the world were subjected to a detailed examination. Maturidi's
answers to the mentioned question and the religious and philosophical foundations of these answers have
been investigated, his explanations of the nature of man and short comparisons between the mutagaddimun
period of Kalam and philosophical tradition have been made. With his views on this issue, Maturidi's stand-
ing in the Islamic viewpoint has been tried to be determined. al-Maturidi thinks that man is an entity with
complex and ontological integrity with his life and soul that gives him consistency, his nafs which is the
grasping principle that enables him to comprehend and reason, and likewise with his body which is the
apparent dimension of his material and spiritual properties, and rejects reductionist and fragmentary ap-
proaches. Maturidi, who states that ‘agl (reason) is the most valuable thing that man possesses, accepts that
in addition to human ‘aql (mind), there is also a nature from a realist point of view. al-Maturidi states that
human nature is at times in conflict with reason and that this is inevitable. But he accepts that in the event
of such a conflict, what is surely cherished, that is, mind must be followed. Similar to Imam Aba Hanifa (d.
150/767), Maturidi, who understood the Fitrah as “Islamic Creation", emphasizes that in this sense, every
human being, like all beings, is brought into being by the function of pointing to the existence and unity of
Allah with the characteristics of creation. Misdq according to Maturidi; is the creation of human with the
capacity to reply with “bala” (yes indeed) meaning; "Yes, you are our Lord” to the question; “Alastu bi-
rabbikum” meaning: "Am I not your Lord”, If it was reality. Therefore, according to him, metaphorical lan-
guage was used in the statements regarding misaq in the Qur’an.

The second part of the study bears the title “Human as Aimed Being". According to Maturidi, “Why did Allah
create universe?” The correct answer to his question must be; “Because he is Allah." Accordingly, the act of
creating is His attribute, and Allah Almighty creates because He is the Creator. Therefore, it is not right to
show man or any other being as the cause of Allah's creation. However, when the universe and beings are
observed, it is understood that the establishment of the world is aimed at human beings, and that the wis-
dom and fate in the creation of the world is reached only through the discovery of human beings, and that
everything in the universe is created for man, for his benefit and observation. All this shows that human
beings are “Purposed Being” and “Small World.” Among the beings in the universe, human beings have a
separate position by having reason and freely performing their actions. As an entity capable of obedience
or rebellion with the freedom of Will and choice, man has become available to position himself at the top of
the hierarchy of being and to fall below if he fails to use these abilities correctly. According to Maturidi,
freedom is the most precious thing he has, just as reason is the most valuable ability of man. The price of
human freedom is to address the proposal (taklif) and to be held responsible for its choices and actions. al-
Maturidi states that every person is assigned the duty of caliphate. The "Caliph man" should carry out re-
construction and reform activities throughout the world, starting with himself. Every human being is a cus-
todian on Earth and in his own body and has to act with safety awareness. In this sense, human beings must
be just and moral towards their soul, creatures and Allah, and they must make their relations on the axis of
the principle of Tawhid. The ideal person of al-Maturidi is “Distinguished Man”. The distinguished person
has a realist structure, not utopian in terms of role modeling, and has examples in the outside world. The
most obvious examples of this are all the Messengers of Allah, especially messenger Muhammad (pbuh).
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In the third chapter called” The End or Eternity of Man", the meanings that al-Maturidi places on death as
the characteristic of man, the new structure of being gained by man with death, and the situation of this
structure in the barzakh and the Hereafter life are discussed. al-Maturidi thinks that the existence of the
Hereafter is a necessity of reason and wisdom and humanity within the framework of the idea of wisdom
and fate. Because, according to Maturidi, human is a being that is going to be complete with death. Death in
the world is something must be prepared for, not avoided, for Man. Life, that is the top of the worldly tastes;
was given to seek the life of Paradise, which is eternal life; Worldly death, the most severe of pain, was given
to avoid the eternal torment, the eternal and most painful death. al-Maturidi states that man will lead a
spiritual life in the life of the barzakh, but with the resurrection (ba’th) -as required by al-Maturidi's system-
soul (rth), nafs and body will be reunited.

The thesis is completed with the “conclusion” section containing the findings/results reached in the re-
search. Here, it is emphasized that there is a need to re-negotiate the idea with the human conceptions in
the Islamic tradition in order to re-establish the human conception of the Muslim individual, which has
changed under the influence of Western philosophy and has shifted from its own line. In order to meet this
need, it is foreseen that reviving the ideas of al-Maturidi can make important contributions. The reason for
this is that al-Maturidi has an intensity and richness that can be the cornerstone of human conception in
this regard.
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Kalam, Maturidi, Human Conception, Human Nature, Intellect, Proposition/Taklif, Caliphate of Man, Death
and Eternal Life

Mitiiridi’de insan Tasavvuru (Doktora Tezi)

Ozet

Matiiridi'de insan Tasavvuru (Doktora Tezi, Marmara Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Temel {slim Bi-
limleri Anabilim Dali, 2019) ismini tasiyan bu tezde Isldm diisiince geleneginin en énemli simalarindan ve
Ehl-i Siinnet’in kurucu isimlerinden imam Matiiridi’nin (8. 333/944) insan tasavvuru konu edilmektedir. Bu
konunun kapsamli bir sekilde ele alinabilmesi amaciyla “insan nedir ve nigin vardir? insanoglu nasil bir
varlik yapisina sahiptir? Insan tiiriiniin yaratilmasiyla dlemin mevcut sekliyle viiclida getirilisi arasinda bir
bag var midir? insanin Tanrt’ya, i¢inde varlik kazandig1 leme ve evreni paylastigi diger canhilara karsi ko-
numu ve siniri nedir? Onun, Tanri ve evrenle iliskisi ne sekilde ve hangi boyuttadir? insanin varolus amacini
gerceklestirmesini saglayan ana esaslar nelerdir? insana verilen en yiice nimet ve onun sahip oldugu en
degerli yetenek hangisidir? Iyi ve ideal insan kimdir? Her insan, ideal insan olabilir mi? Oliim nedir? insan
nicin 8lmektedir? insani 6liimden sonra nasil bir varolus beklemektedir?” seklinde siralanabilecek pek cok
sorunun cevabi arastirilmistir, Bu yapilirken Matiiridi'nin bakis agis1 ve onun insan diisiincesinde 6ne ¢ikar-
dig1 yonler esas alinarak Matiiridi’nin insan tasavvuru biitiinciil bir sekilde ortaya konulmaya calisilmistir.

Bu ¢alisma giris, ti¢ boliim ve sonug kismindan olusmaktadir. Giriste arastirmanin amaci, énemi, kapsami,
kaynak ve yontemleri hakkinda bilgi verilmistir. Birinci béliimde “Insan nedir?” sorusu esas alinarak bu soru
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baglaminda insanin mahiyeti, diinyaya gelmeden 6nceki ve sonraki varlik yapisi, Hz. Adem ve Hz. Havva’nin
yaratilislary, diinyada insanin yaratilis evreleri ve insanoglunun alemdeki yeri hakkinda Matiiridi'nin du-
stinceleri ayrintili bir sekilde incelemeye tabi tutulmustur. Mezk{ir soruya Matiiridi'nin verdigi cevaplar ve
bu cevaplarin dini ve felsefi temelleri arastirilarak, Matiiridi’nin insanin mahiyetine iliskin agiklamalariyla,
miitekaddimin dénemi keldm ve felsefe gelenegi arasinda kisa mukayeseler yapilarak bu konudaki goriisle-
riyle Matiiridi'nin, Islam diisiince geleneginde durdugu yer tespit edilmeye calisilmistir. Matiiridi, insanin
hayat ve kivam veren ruhuyla, idraki ve akletmeyi saglayan kavrayici ilke olan nefsiyle (nefs-i derrdke), ayni
sekilde maddi ve manevi 6zelliklerinin gériinen boyutu olan bedeniyle kompleks ve ontolojik biitiinlige sa-
hip bir varlik oldugunu diistinmekte, indirgemeci ve pargaci yaklasimlari ise reddetmektedir. Aklin insanin
sahip oldugu en degerli sey oldugunu belirten Matiiridi, realist bir bakis agisiyla insanin aklina ilave olarak
bir de dogasinin var oldugunu kabul etmektedir. Matiiridi insani doganin zaman zaman akilla ¢atisma igine
girdigini ve bunun kaginilmaz oldugunu ifade etmektedir. Ancak o, béyle bir ¢atisma durumunda mutlaka
akla uyulmas gerektigini kabul etmektedir. Fitrat: imam-1 Azam Eb{i Hanife’ye (6. 150/767) benzer sekilde,
“yaratilis islam’1” tarzinda anlayan Matiiridi, bu anlamda biitiin varliklar gibi her insanin yaratilis 6zellikle-
riyle Allah’in varligina ve birligine isaret etme fonksiyonuyla viiclida getirildigini vurgulamaktadir.
Matiiridi’ye gore misak, insanoglunun -sayet vaki olsaydi- “Elestii birabbikiim” yani “Ben sizin Rabbiniz de-
gil miyim?” sualine “Evet, Sen bizim Rabbimizsin” manasina gelen “Beld” cevabini verebilecek istidatta ya-
ratilmis olmasidir. Dolayisiyla ona gore Kur’an’daki misaka iliskin ifadelerde metaforik bir dil kullanilmistir.

Calismanin ikinci bsliimii, “Gaye Varlik Olarak insan” basligini tasimaktadir. Matiirld?’ye gore “Allah
mahlikati nicin yaratmistir?” sorusuna verilmesi gereken dogru cevap “Ciinkii O, ildhtir” seklinde olmalidir.
Buna gore yaratmak O’nun zat1 6zelligidir ve Allah Teila bizatihi Yaratici oldugu i¢in yaratmaktadir. Dola-
yistyla Allah’in yaratmasina sebep olarak insanin ya da baska bir varligin gosterilmesi dogru degildir. Bu-
nunla beraber evren ve varliklar gézlemlendiginde alemin kurulusuyla insanin hedeflendigi, alemin yarati-
lisindaki hikmet ve akibetin ancak insanin varlik bulmasiyla kemale ulastigi, kdinattaki her seyin bir sekilde
insan i¢in, onun yarar1 ve miisahedesi i¢in yaratildig1 anlasilmaktadir. Biitiin bunlar insanin “Gaye Varlik”
ve “Kiiciik Alem” oldugunu gdstermektedir. Alemdeki varliklar arasmda insanoglu akla sahip olmasi ve ey-
lemlerini 6zgiirce gerceklestirebilmesiyle ayri bir konuma sahiptir. irade ve secim hiirriyeti ile itaat etmeye
ehil veya isyana yonelmesi muhtemel bir varlik olarak insan, bu yontiyle hem varlik hiyerarsisinin en iis-
tiinde konumlanmaya hem de bu yeteneklerini dogru kullanmay1p zayi etmesi durumunda asagilarin asagi-
sina diismeye miisait hale gelmistir. Zira Matiirldi’ye gére akil insanin en degerli yetenegi oldugu gibi 6z-
giirliik de onun sahip oldugu en kiymetli seydir. Insanin 6zgiir olusunun bedeli ise teklife muhatap kilinmak,
secimlerinden ve yapip etmelerinden sorumlu tutulmaktir. Matiiridi her insanin hilafet vazifesi ile gérev-
lendirildigini ifade etmektedir. “Halife insan”, nefsinden baslayarak alemin tamaminda imar ve 1slah faali-
yeti yliriitmelidir. Her insan yerytliziinde ve kendi bedeninde emanet¢i konumundadir ve emanet bilinci ile
hareket etmek zorundadir. insanoglu bu anlamda nefsine, varliklara ve Tanrr’ya kars1 4dil ve ahlakli olmal,
iliskilerini tevhid prensibi ekseninde gerceklestirmelidir. Matiirldi'nin ideal insan1 “Seckin insan”dir. Seckin
insan, rol model alinmasi agisindan titopik degil, realist bir yapiya sahiptir ve dis diinyada 6rnekleri mev-
cuttur. Bunun en belirgin rnekleri de basta Hz. Muhammed olmak tizere biitiin peygamberlerdir.

“Insanin Sonu ya da Sonsuzlugu” adindaki iiciincii bsliimde ise Matiirldi'nin insanin zat? dzelligi olarak
olime yiikledigi anlamlar, 6liimle birlikte insanin kazandig1 yeni varlik yapisi ve bu yapinin berzah ve ahiret
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hayatindaki durumu konu edilmektedir. Matiiridi, hikmet ve akibet diisiincesi cergevesinde dhiretin varli-
ginin akil ve hikmetin ve insan olusun bir geregi oldugunu diisiinmektedir. Ciinkii Matiiridi’ye gore insan,
olmakta olan ve 6liimle birlikte tamam olmaya giden bir varliktir. Diinyadaki 6liim insan i¢in kaginilmasi
degil, hazirlanilmasi gereken bir 6liimdiir. Diinyadaki lezzetlerin en {stiinii olan hayat, ebedi hayat olan
cennet hayatina ragbet etmek, yine acilarin en siddetlisi olan diinyevi 6liim de ebedi ve en ac1 6liim olan
sonsuz azaptan sakinmak i¢in verilmistir. Mattridi insanin berzah hayatinda ruhani bir hayat siirecegini
fakat yeniden dirilisle (ba ‘s) birlikte ~-Matiiridi’nin sistemi geregi- ruh, nefs ve beden birlikteligine kavusa-
cagini belirtmektedir.

Tez, arastirmada ulasilan bulgulari iceren “Sonug” boliimiiyle tamamlanmaktadir. Burada Bati felsefesinin
etkisi altinda degisen ve kendi ¢izgisinden kayan Miisliiman bireyin insan tasavvurunu yeniden dogru bir
zemine oturtmak agisindan Islam? gelenekteki insan tasavvurlariyla tekrar fikri miizakereye girilmesine ih-
tiya¢ bulundugu tespiti vurgulanmaktadir. Bu ihtiyacin giderilmesi noktasinda ise Matiiridi’nin disiincele-
rinin canlandirilmasinin 6nemli katkilar saglayabilecegi ongoriilmektedir. Buna gerekce olarak da
Matiiridi’nin insan tasavvurunun bu konuda temel tas1 olabilecek bir yogunlukta ve zenginlikte olmas: zik-
redilmektedir.
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