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Abstract

Beginning with ‘ustls, that is, the hadith booklets which were originally formed to record the Imam’s words
back in the late second hijri century, Shi7 (Iithna ‘Ashari/Twelver) hadith scholarship has developed a
comprehensive and unique literature over the last twelve centuries. One of the unique features of Twelver
Shi‘ite hadith approach is the fact that the systematic application of isnad-centered criticism in the study
and evaluation of hadiths with regard to accuracy was begun to be practiced after the 7th hijri century and
gained wide acceptance only after that time. To put it differently, the text (matn) and the textual criteria,
instead of the chain of transmitters (sanad) were central in the evaluation of hadith reports for a long time
in the history of Shi‘l hadith scholarship. This centrality of textual criteria employed in the evaluation of
hadith reports continued throughout the Shi‘i hadith history and it reached its most effective position in
the last century. Despite the decisive role the text and textual criteria have played in the study of hadiths in
Shi‘a, textual criticism has received little scholarly attention so far, which makes this topic a significant
research question. Furthermore, in order to examine the exact meaning of textual criticism present in
Islamic tradition as comprehensively as possible, it is a necessity to approach it not only from Sunni
perspective but also with an approach that includes all the other madhhabs. Correspondingly, this study,
St‘a’da Metin Tenkidi [Textual Criticism In Shi‘a] (PhD. Dissertation, Ankara University, Institute of Social
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Science, Department of Main Islamic Sciences, Ankara, Turkey, 2017) has explored the different approaches
and practices of textual criticism as employed over the course of Shi‘ite hadith tradition.

The social and political unrest, especially during the 2nd and 3rd hijri centuries before the Shi‘a (ithna
‘Ashariyah) completed its development as a systematic Islamic madhhab, led to the emergence of ghulat, the
extremist groups ascribing divine characteristics to ‘Ali and his family members. As an effective way of
propagation and attracting more supporters, such groups used some reports fabricated in accordance with
their views, and attributed them to the Imams of Shi‘a. The widespread practice of fabricating hadiths led
way to the formation of a group reacting against such extremist ideas as well. The first chapter of the thesis
provides a brief overview of the 3rd century Shi‘ theologians’ critiques of the ghulat-induced hadiths, and
explores the initial attempts of early-period Akhbaris, the scholars of so-called Qom School, to eliminate the
fabricated reports as the first practices of textual criticism made by Twelver Shi‘ites.

Having lived in the 3rd hijri century, al-Fadl b. Shazan (d. 260/873-4) and Ibn Qiba (d. 319/931) were among
the early Shi‘ theologians, and they developed significant approaches with regard to textual criticism in
hadith scholarship. They claimed that some factoids attributed to Shi‘a were actually originated from the
reports of ghulat, and thus criticized them.

The uncompromising attitude of Qom School towards the ghulat is presented by Imamiyyah as an argument
for the elimination of fabricated hadiths and not including these kind of reports in al-Kutub al-Arba‘a. Indeed,
it is obvious that the scholars of early Qom School employed a text-based criteria in eliminating the reports
containing extremist ideas, such as ascribing divinity to other beings except Allah. As a matter of fact, such
extremist ideas of ghulat do not appear as hadith reports in Shi‘i compilations. While the absence of such
reports can be seen as an argument for the existence of a critical approach based on the content (matn), it is
rather impossible to determine the exact criteria used and the status of textual criticism due to lack of data
concerning its methodology. Besides, it cannot be claimed that these efforts were successful in eliminating
the fabricated reports of ghulat completely and in preventing their circulation among the Shi‘i hadith
sources. Additionally, when it comes to the problem of imamah -the identity and the features of the leaders
after Prophet Mohammad-, the critique of the fabricated reports was not practiced in the same meticulous
manner, which is because of the fact that its imamah paradigm is the core concept shaping Imamiyyah as a
madhhab and Shi4 scholars failed to be objective in evaluating the ghulat fabricated reports on this issue.
Consequently, most of such reports escaped textual criticism.

The second chapter examines the approaches and practices of Baghdad, Hilla and Jabal ‘Amil Usili schools,
which had active roles between 5th and 11th hijri centuries respectively, towards textual criticism. The most
prominent representatives of Baghdad Usili School are al-Shayh al-Mufid (d. 413/1022), al-Sharif al-
Murtada (d. 436/1044) and Aba Ja‘far al-Tasi (d. 460/1067). Drawing on the works of these three scholars, it
was aimed to be exposed the fact that text-related issues are the main determinants for evaluating,
accepting or rejecting hadith reports in practise of Baghdad Usili School. In this respect, the key concept,
used by these scholars is “qarina”. According to their approaches, “khabar al-wahid” (a report which falls
short of the predicate mutawatir) is acceptable only when it has one of the garinas which are being coherent
with the Qur'an, Sunnah, reason or ijma‘. The reports contradicting those garinas were claimed to have been
rejected, at least theoretically. On the other hand, the role of sanad was not overlooked completely by
scholars of Baghdad. It is obvious that isnad was an important tool in evaluating contradictory reports, as in
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the practise of al-Tasi in particular. As I argue, Bagdad Usili School had serious doubts concerning the
accuracy of sanads of reports, which made the scholars employ textual criticism instead of isndd, as the main
method in evaluating hadith reports.

Increased emphasis on the role of isnad with the rise of Hilla School in 7th hijri century resulted in a decrease
in the efficiency of garinas related to matn. I am of the opinion that the most influential factor for this is the
fact the Shi‘a communities had to live under Sunni rule for long years, especially with the collapse of the
Buwayhids in the second half of the 5th hijri century. It is inconceivable that Shi‘a, undergoing an
unproductive era after Buwayhids, was not affected by Sunni understanding, which was at the height of its
scholarly productivity back then. Thus, with the Hilla School, isnad began to gain a substantial position in
Shi4 hadith methodology in ways similar to the isnad-centered Sunni hadith methodology. Moreover, the
isnad-centered Usilism, beginning with the Hilla School, reached its heyday especially with al-Shahid al-
Thani (d. 965-6/1559), who was one of the prominent scholars of Jabal ‘Amil of Lebanon. This is due to the
different approach of al-Shahid al-Thani favoured in hadith evaluation process. In Hilla School, despite the
increasing role of isnad, matn was still important. However, al-Shahid al-Thani, who wrote Shi‘a’s first hadith
methodology book, rejected the role of matn in the consideration of hadith reports almost completely. As I
argue, that dysfunction of textual criticism, which is one of two main methods of hadith criticism,
accelerated the rise of Systematic Akhbarism, which gained prominence in the 11th hijri century and
objected to all forms of criticising hadith reports.

The third chapter investigates the contemporary practises of textual criticism. During the last century, in
addition to the classical approach of Usiilism, significant improvements have taken place with regard to the
understanding of textual criticism because of various historical and sociological factors. Within the scope of
such recent practices, there have been scholarly attempts to identify and eliminate the hadith reports that
were fabricated -especially- by ghulat in the early period of Islam and found their ways into the main hadith
sources. In this regard, it is crucial that the first examples of mawdi‘at books, including the fabricated
reports, have been compiled. Especially in al-Mawdia‘at of Hashim Ma‘raf al-Hasani, textual criticism seems
to be the main method used in order to identify the fabricated reports. However, it is not possible to say that
such attempts have found wide acceptance among the Shi‘a scholars yet.

To conclude, this study demonstrates that the textual criticism has always been used as a method in
evaluating hadith reports throughout the history of Shi‘t hadith scholarship. However, there are differences
with regard to the scale of emphasis put on textual criticism and to what extent it has been employed as a
methodology in each school. Even in the periods dominated by al-Shahid al-Thani and his successors and
shortly afterwards by Akhbaris, textual criticism was applied to the reports related to doctrinal issues while
its practice area was significantly limited for the reports on Islamic Jurisprudence.
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Si‘a’da Metin Tenkidi (Doktora Tezi)

Ozet

Hicri I1. asrin sonlarinda imamlarin sozlerinin asl adi verilen kiigiik hadis mecmualarina kaydedilmesi ile
baslayan ve giiniimiize kadar yaklasik on iki asir boyunca devam eden $i‘i/imadmi hadis faaliyetleri
sonucunda oldukga genis ve kendine has bir literatiir tesekkiil etmistir. S hadis anlayisinin kendine has
ozelliklerinden biri, rivayetlerin kabul ya da reddinde kullanilan temel yontemlerden biri olan isnad
tenkidinin, hicri yedinci asir gibi oldukca ge¢ bir dsnemde daha sistemli bir sekilde uygulanmaya baslanmasi
ve ancak bu asirdan sonra rivayetlerin degerlendirilmesinde merkezi bir konum kazanmis olmasidir. Diger
bir ifadeyle, Si‘l hadis tarihinin uzun bir déneminde, rivayetlerin degerlendirilmesinde raviler ve senede
dair hususlardan daha ziyade metne dair kistaslar belirleyici olmustur. Metne dair kriterlerin belirleyici roli
Si‘a hadis tarihi boyunca cesitli diizeylerde devam etmis, son bir asirlik siirecte de en etkin konumuna
ulagsmistir. Rivayetlerin metnine dair kistaslarin rivayetlerin degerlendirilmesindeki belirleyiciligi ve bu
alanda kapsamli bir ¢alisma yapilmamis olmasi, “Si‘a’da Metin Tenkidi” konusunu arastirmaya deger
kilmaktadir. Ayrica nihal asamada islimi gelenekte metin tenkidinin tam olarak ne ifade ettiginin
anlasilabilmesi ve ortaya konabilmesinin yolu, bircok meselede oldugu gibi, konuyu sadece Ehlu’s-Sunne
merkezli degil biitiin mezhep/ekolleri kusatici bir yaklagimla ele almaktan ge¢mektedir. Bu baglamda Si‘a’da
Metin Tenkidi (Doktora tezi, Ankara Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Temel Islam Bilimleri, Ankara,
Tiirkiye, 2017) adli tezimizde SiT hadis tarihi boyunca metin tenkidi baglaminda ortaya ¢ikan farkli yaklasim
ve uygulamalar incelenmistir.

Isndaseriyye/imamiyye’nin kendi icerisindeki sistematik gelisimini tamamlamasindan dnceki dénemde
ozellikle hicri 1. ve II1. asirlardaki belirsizlikler, Ali taraftarligini esas alan guldt gruplarinin ortaya ¢ikmasina
zemin hazirlamistir. Bu gruplar zamanla goriislerini yaymak ve taraftar toplamak icin, fikirleri
dogrultusunda uydurduklari ve Si1 imamlara nispet ettikleri rivayetleri islevsel bir ara¢ olarak
kullanmislardir. Bu tiir rivayetlerin Sia icerisinde yayginlhk kazanmaya baslamasi, asir1 fikirlere kars: bir
refleksin olusumunu da beraberinde getirmistir. Tezin birinci béliimiinde, IIL. hicri asirda yasayan Si‘i
kelamcilarin gulat kaynakli rivayetlere yonelik tenkitleri ve erken donem Ahbariliginin temsilcisi olan Kum
Ekolii alimleri tarafindan guluv igerikli rivayetlerin ayiklanmasi baglaminda atilan adimlar, isndaseriyye’nin
bir ekol olarak ortaya koydugu ilk metin tenkidi uygulamalari olarak incelenmistir.

Hicri II1. asirda yasayan ve ilk Si7 kelamcilar arasinda kabul edilen el-Fadl b. $azan (6. 260/873-4) ve ibn
Kibbe (8. 319/931) gibi ulemanin metin tenkidi kapsaminda degerlendirilebilecek kayda deger bir elestirel
yaklasim sergiledikleri anlagilmaktadir. Bu baglamda onlar S$i4 itikadina atfedilen birtakim yanlis kabullerin
gali igerikli rivayetlerden kaynaklandigini savunmus ve bunlari elestirmislerdir.

Kum Ekoliiniin gulata kars: tavizsiz tutumu, Si‘a tarafindan guluv icerikli rivayetlerin ayiklanmis olmasinin
ve el-Kutubu’l-Erba‘a’da bu tarz rivayetlerin yer almamasinin dayanagi olarak sunulmaktadir. Gergekten de
Kum Ekolii alimlerinin asir1 fikirlerin ug noktasini temsil eden “Allah’tan baskasina ulthiyet atfi” gibi
konulardaki rivayetlere karsi muhtevayi esas alan bir ayiklama yontemi kullanmis olduklar1 anlagilmaktadir.
Zira gulatin bu ug gorisleri rivayet formunda $i7 kaynaklarda yer almamaktadir. Bu durum muhtevaya
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dayali bir yaklasgimin varligini gosterse de metoda dair herhangi bir verinin bulunmamasi sebebiyle, metin
tenkidi kriterlerini ya da tenkidin keyfiyetini tespit etmek miimkiin degildir. Ayrica bu ¢abalar ile gali igerikli
rivayetlerin tamamen ayiklanarak temel hadis kaynaklarina dahil olmasinin 6niine gecildigi de iddia
edilemez. Zira imdmet meselesine sira geldiginde guluv igerikli rivayetlere yonelik muhteva tenkidi ayni
titizlikle stirdiirtilememistir. Bu durum imimet anlayisinin Si‘a’y1 Si‘a yapan en temel unsur olmasiyla
iliskilidir. Bunun bir sonucu olarak $i‘a’nin imamet konusundaki guluv icerikli rivayetlere kars: objektif bir
tutum sergilemesi gii¢clesmis ve imamlarin tistiinliikleri ile ilgili konulardaki guluv igerikli rivayetler -biiytik
olciide- muhteva tenkidinin kapsami disinda kalmustir.

ikinci béliimde hicri V. asir ile XI. asir arasindaki siirecte etkin olan Bagdat, Hille ve Cebel-i Amil (Liibnan)
Ustli ekollerinin metin tenkidine dair yaklasim ve uygulamalar1 ele alinmistir. Bunlardan birincisi olan
Bagdat Ekolii'niin en 6nemli temsilcileri Seyh el-Mufid (6. 413/1022), Serif el-Murtada (0. 436/1044) ve Eba
Cafer et-Tasi'dir (8. 460/1067). S6z konusu alimlerin eserlerinden yola cikilarak, Bagdat Ekolii'niin etkin
oldugu dénemde metne dair hususlarin, rivayetlerin degerlendirilmesinde, kabul ya da reddinde temel
belirleyici faktor oldugu ortaya konmaya calisilmistir. Bu baglamda s6z konusu Usli alimlerce kullanilan
kilit kavram ‘karine’dir. Buna gore haber-i vahidler, Kur’an’a, Siinnet’e, akla, icma’ya ve ameli sohrete
uygunluk karinelerinden biri veya birkacgina sahip olduklar: él¢iide muteberdir. Mezkur kistaslara muhalif
olan rivayetlerin ise reddedilecegi en azindan teorik olarak ortaya konmustur. Diger yandan, Bagdat donemi
alimlerince senedin roliiniin tamamen bir kenara birakildig1 séylenemez. Bilhassa et-Tasi tarafindan, ihtilaf
halindeki rivayetlerin tercihinde isnadin 6n plana ¢ikarildig1 miisahede edilmektedir. Kanaatimizce Usili
alimlerin metin tenkidini merkeze almalarinda, rivayetlerin nakledilis keyfiyeti dolayisiyla senedleri
noktasinda ciddi endiselere sahip olmalari etkili olmustur.

Hicri VIL asirda Hille Ekoliiniin yiikselise gecmesi ile birlikte artan isnad vurgusu, metne dair karinelerin
islevini azaltmistir. isnada ydnelik vurgunun artmasinda kanaatimizce en etkili faktér, Buveyhiler’in hicri
V. asrin ikinci yarisindaki yikilisindan itibaren Si‘a’nin Stinniligi benimseyen iktidarlarin hakimiyetinde
varligini siirdiirmiis olmasidir. Buveyhiler sonrasi, ilmi faaliyetlerinde bir duraklama dénemine giren
Si‘a’nin, ayni siirecte ilmf faaliyetlerinde oldukga iiretken bir durumda olan Siinni anlayistan etkilenmemis
olmas diistiniilemez. Dolayisiyla erken donemlerden itibaren isnad merkezli bir yol izleyen Siinni hadis
usulii anlayisina benzer sekilde, Hille Ekolii ile birlikte Si7 hadis usuliinde de isnad, merkezi bir konum
kazanmistir. Hille Ekolii ile baslayan isnad merkezli Usililigin, Cebel-i Amil Ekolii alimlerinden bilhassa es-
Sehidu’s-Sani (6. 965-6/1559) ile birlikte altin cagini yasadigi anlasilmaktadir. Bu durum es-Sehidu’s-Sani’'nin
hadislerin degerlendirilmesinde benimsedigi farkl tutumdan kaynaklanmaktadir. Zira Hille Ekolii'nde
isnadin rolii artsa da metin hala 6nemli bir kistastir. Sia’nin ilk hadis usulii eserini telif eden es-Sehidu’s-
Sani ise metnin, bir rivayetin degerlendirilmesi, kabul ya da reddindeki roliinii neredeyse tamamen
reddetmistir. Kanaatimizce rivayetlere yonelik temel iki tenkit yonteminden biri olan metin tenkidinin
bityiik 6l¢tide islevsiz hale gelmesi, hicri XI. asirda yiikselme egiliminde olan ve rivayetlerin herhangi bir
sekilde tenkidine karsi ¢ikan Sistematik Ahbariligin bu yiikselisine ivme kazandirmustir.

Uglincii bsliim, Si‘a icerisinde ortaya cikan ¢agdas metin tenkidi faaliyetlerine ayrilmistir. Usiili anlayisin
bir yandan klasik ¢izgisinde yoluna devam ettigi son asirda, gesitli tarihsel ve sosyolojik faktérlerin etkisiyle
metin tenkidi anlayisinda kayda deger gelismeler yasanmistir. Bu dénemdeki metin tenkidi faaliyetleri
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kapsaminda, erken dénemlerde bilhassa gulat tarafindan uydurulan ve kaynaklara giren mevdu‘ rivayetler
tespit edilmeye ve ayiklanmaya ¢alisilmistir. Bu baglamda ilk Mevdii‘at eserlerinin telif edilmis olmasi kayda
degerdir. Ozellikle Hasim Ma‘rif el-Haseni'nin el-Mevdii‘at'inda uydurma rivayetlerin ortaya konulmasinda,
metin tenkidinin temel yontem oldugu goriilmektedir. Ancak son bir asirlik siirecte bu noktada atilan
adimlarin, Si‘a igerisinde genel bir kabule mazhar oldugunu sdylemek miimkiin géziikmemektedir.

Uc¢ béliimde ulastigimiz sonuglar, metin tenkidinin $i‘i hadis tarihinin hemen her déneminde rivayetlerin
kabul ya da reddinde kendisine bagvurulan bir degerlendirme yontemi oldugunu géstermektedir. Ekollerin
metin tenkidinin 6nemine yaptiklari vurgu ve onu bir metod olarak ne 6l¢tide kullandiklar: ise farklilik arz
etmektedir. isnad merkezli Usaliligin ve Sistematik Ahbariligin hakim oldugu dénemlerde dahi, fikht
rivayetler baglaminda etkisini kaybetmesine ragmen itikadi icerikli rivayetlere yonelik metin tenkidi devam
etmistir.
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