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MO YAN ESERLERININ TURKIYE’ DEKI CEVIRi,
ARASTIRMA VE ALIMLAMA ANALIZI

Lale AYDIN”

Oz: Bu calismanuzin genel gercevesi Tiirkiye’deki Mo Yan eserlerini
ve ¢aligsmalarin1 kronolojik bir sira ile incelemek olacaktir. Bu baglamda
Mo Yan’in Tiirkceye cevrilmis olan bes eseri; “Kizil Dar1 Tarlalar1”, “Iri
Memeler Genis Kalcalar”, “Yasam ve Oliim Yorgunu”, “Degisim” ve “Say-
dam Turp” ile bu eserler hakkinda yapilan calismalar tizerinde durulacaktir.
Ayn1 zamanda Tirk okurlarin Mo Yan ve eserleri alimlama analizi Anka-
ra Universitesi, Erciyes Universitesi, Istanbul Universitesi ve Orta Dogu
Teknik Universitesi Konfiicyiis Enstitiisii dgrencilerine yapmis oldugumuz
anket caligsmasi lizerinden incelenecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Mo Yan, Tiirk¢e Ceviri, Alimlama.

TRANSLATION, RESEARCH AND RECEPTION
ANALYSIS OF MO YAN’S WORKS IN TURKEY

Abstract: The main purpose of this article is to make a chronological
analysis of Mo Yan’s works published in Turkey. In this aspect, this article
emphasizes mostly on Mo Yan’s five works: “Red Sorghum”, “Big Breasts
and Wide Hips”, “Life and Death Are Wearing Me Out”, “Change” and
“The Transparent Carrot” which are translated and published in Turkey
and the studies made on these works. Besides, Turkish readers’ reception
analysis in Mo Yan and his works is also examined through questionnaires
that has been done to the students of Ankara University, Erciyes University,
Istanbul University and Middle East Technical University Confucius
Institute.
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SUMMARY

TRANSLATION, RESEARCH AND RECEPTION
ANALYSIS OF MO YAN’S WORKS IN TURKEY

Lale AYDIN"

After the Nobel Prize was granted to the Chinese author Mo Yan in
2012, questions such as “Who is Mo Yan?”, “What kind of work does he
produce?” occurred people’s minds. We realize that Mo Yan is well-known
and frequently read in Europe by the fact that his work has been translated
to languages such as German, French, Swedish, Dutch, Italian, Spanish,
Polish and etc. However, we regret to say that by the time Mo Yan received
a Nobel Prize, there had been neither a single Turkish translation of his
work nor an academic study conducted about him. Actually, the fact that
Nobel Prize was granted to a Chinese author for the first time in 2012
conduced to the satisfaction of curiosity towards the oriental literature in
Turkey and became the first step for studies on Modern Chinese Literature.
Thus, the author’s five pieces of work have been translated to Turkish.

Today, Mo Yan’s books such as “Red Sorghum” (2013), “Big Breasts
and Wide Hips” (2014), “Life and Death Are Wearing Me Out” (2015),
“Change” (2016), and “The Transparent Carrot” (2017) have been brought
together with readers. We conducted a questionnaire on the analysis of
Turkish readers’ reception of Mo Yan’s books translated to Turkish. 407
students participated in our questionnaire. 65 students were from Ankara
University, 75 from Erciyes University, 230 from Istanbul University and
37 students were from Middle East Technical University. The reason of
the selection of these universities is that there is the department of Chinese
Language and Literature in each one. While asking questions to the partic-
ipants, we grounded on the aim to survey the familiarity of Mo Yan and his
work, as well as the means of this familiarity.

Surely it was the Nobel Prize that made Mo Yan become known and
read in Turkey. As we concluded in our study, we realize that the biggest ef-
fect on Mo Yan’s recognition was the Nobel Prize by the following answer
of 110 participants: “I learned Mo Yan and his works thanks to the Nobel

* Res. Asst., Lale Aydin, PhD(C), Xiamen University, Department of Modern and Contemporary
Chinese Literature, Istanbul University, Faculty of Letters, Department of Chinese Language and
Literature (lale.aydin@istanbul.edu.tr).
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Prize”. The fact that 99 students learned through university courses shows
the importance of literature courses at universities once more. Lastly, the
following answer of 83 students which writes: “I learned Mo Yan through
the internet and social media” shows that through publishers and critics’
maintenance of advertising activities, more readers can be reached.
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