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Oz: Baslik bir soruyken metin onun cevabidir. Baslik metnin veya en
azindan bir kisminin, gegis yollarini aydinlatan 1s181dir. Ben bu makalede,
tanimlarinin, iglevlerinin ve 6neminin yani sira, basligin ve onun Fransa’da
ortaya c¢ikan teorisini kisaca sunuyorum. Sonrasinda hizli bir goériinim
sunarak cagdas ran edebiyatinin basliklarmi ve onun erken tarihi-sosyal
romanlarinin basliklarindan baslayip da modern-6ncesi, modernist ve
posmodernist basliklara kadar nasil gelistigini inceliyorum. Her dénem i¢in
bir basligi 6rnek olarak ¢alisiyorum. Buradaki yaklagim baglik teorisinin
kurucusu Gerard Genette’nin bu baglamdaki ve Jacques Derrida’nin
differance and decentring merkezliligini bozmak/merkezsizlestirmek
goriisleridir. Differance, basligin gecikmis ¢agrisimlari i¢in dneme sahip
olan anlam1 en azindan metni okuyuncaya kadar erteler. Merkezsizlestirme
basliga uclarda/sinirlarda metne/merkeze iligkin genel
anlayig/tasavvur/kavramdan daha iyi ¢agrisimlar verir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Baslik teorisi, bashk islevleri, ¢agdas Iran
romanlarinin basliklari.

A LOOK AT CONTEMPORARY PERSIAN NOVEL TITLES

Abstract: While the title is a question, the text is its answer. The title
is the light that illuminates the passageways of the text or at least a part of
it. In this article, | briefly introduce the title and its theory that emerged in
France as well as its definitions, functions and importance. Then | examine
the titles of the contemporary Iranian novel introducing a quick view and
how it develops starting from the titles of the early historical-social novels
to the pre-modernist, modernist and post-modernist ones. | study one title
as a sample for each era. The approach here is the views of Gerard Genette,
founder of the title theory, in this regard and Jacques Derrida’s concepts of
différance and decentring. Différance defers meaning, which has
importance for the delayed connotations of the title until reading the text at
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least. Decentring gives to title in the margins better connotations than the
general concept concerned with text/centre.

Keywords: Title theory, title functions, titles of the contemporary
Iranian novel.
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SUMMARY
A LOOK AT CONTEMPORARY PERSIAN NOVEL TITLES

Mohammad Hussain Mohammadi’
Imad Khalef~

The title is a question and the text its answer. Title is the light that illuminates
the passageways of the text and its dim and fragmented meaning, or part of it.
Before any other thing, the title arises the interest of the reader, attracts him/her
and to it and obtain the text. Whereas the title remains, marginal for literary critics
concerned with the text/center and who exert their efforts to unearth its
underlying meanings neglecting the title with its connotations and its importance
in the beginning of the literary text. In this article, 1 will deal with the
contemporary Iranian novels in its early historical-social roles, pre-modernist,
modernist and post-modernist, dedicating one title to each era as a sample to
examine whether the titles of novels developed as texts developed.

This article draws from Jacques Derrida’s deconstruction approach, especially
his concepts of differance and decentring; the first one defers the connotations of
the title and its possible abundance and the second terminates the importance
given to the text/center and focuses on the title/margin which is no less important
than the text in the domain of contemporary reading that heeds textual thresholds
and their role in a better understanding of the text.
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