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Handan, which is one of the novels of Halide Edib that designated her style as a writer, 
was discussed a lot as it brought brave perspectives to unhappy marriages and love. Due to 
the fact that it went out of the perspective of woman at the time it was written, the novel 

was written and the frame of mind of the writer, displayed the psychological characteristics 
of women with a kind of ideologic manner. The method that will be used to analyse the 

serves dominant individuals and builds meanings in this direction. In this study how the 

method. The ideological manner in the novel was able to be analysed at the end of this 
. 
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Extended Abstract 

Halide Edib, one of the National Struggle Period  authors, studied at American College, joined the 
"National Struggle Front Line" in person. With the invitation of Isabel Fry, who had important ideas and studies 
about women rights, she went to England and met some intellectuals like Bertrand Russell and gained some 
ideas about equality of women and men. As she believed that women had significant role on development and 
improving of society, in her books she searched the answer of "How should be an ideal woman?" Handan was 
one of the novels in which she mentioned about women, love and unhappy marriages. In this novel, she went off 
the accepted women profile of that time by her unique way. As mentioned, many reviews of this novel "Handan" 
showed some traces of her own life and reflected the symbol of "ideal woman" in her mind. 

In this study, John B. Thompson's method of ideology analysis, which is considered to be appropriate for 
this novel, will be implemented. This method starts from the concept of reflecting ideology to the text, then 
serves to the dominant individuals and groups by means of symbolic forms and builds a meaning. 

unification, reification, fragmentati  

Author used the first functioning module as a form of giving the module a logical meaning. Handan's 
desire to establish a competitive environment with men, asking for equality, demanding to choose the man to 
marry by herself went off the line of the excepted profile of the women (both in the time of the novel took place 
and the time of being written). In spite of that, it was seen that Handan was accepted, affirmed, glorified by the 
characters in the novel. The attributes of Handan were portrayed as the attributes of all women should have. As 
the clues in the novel followed, we can reach the idea of Handan.  

he perfection of the ideal 
woman.  Thanks to this method, attention was directed to the desired direction and the issues that served the 
ideology was shown to be tolerated, while other issues was obscured and ignored.  Handan was justified with 
every positive or negative behaviour.  Even if she was not a physically beautiful woman, she had a charm even 
in her ugliness and became a centre of attraction with more of her inner beauty. 

In the third module of functioning, it was aimed to meet on the common denominator by ignoring the 

the novel were designed to serve this idea. The author wanted to convey a new understanding of women through 
the text, objecting to the traditional perception of women.           

In fragmentation, the fourth module of functioning, the typical strategy was differentiation. In this 
strategy he used to mediate the ideology to operate, the author differentiated the characters in the novel into 
those who were with the ideology and others.  While the expressions of the characters who stood by the ideology 
(eg Refik Cemal) had love, affection and positive qualities, it was seen that the characters who were opposed to 
the ideology (suc
as marriage and love. 

supported the ideology of the author, took part in the novel as an individual, while the characters that conflicted 
 

Another concept, which was not among the methods of analysis of ideology existed in the novel was 
mystification. Mystification took place in the novel as Handan had features, which will make her to be loved and 
deeply influence the people around her and was perfect in every aspect.  Handan was a glorified character in 
every aspect in the novel. 

At the end of this study, it was understood that it was possible to examine the novel based on John B. 
Thompson's ideology analysis method and mystification strategy. As a result of the findings, it can be said that 
the novel Handan was instrumental in conveying the author's ideology to the readers, and that Handan was a 
character with the qualities to represent Halide Edib's ideas and the characteristics that should be found in an 
ideal woman.  
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