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KURAN-I KERIM TEFSIRINDE SAHIH ANLAYIS HAKKINDA

Oz

Bu makale, miifessiri Allahin muradini agiklamakta hataya diismekten alikoya-
cak bir kriter aragtirmakta ve niiztl ¢agindaki muhataplarin anladigi anlamimn bu
konuda kriter olabilecegini ileri siirmektedir. Ciinkii niizil ¢agindaki muhataplar
Kur’an-1 Kerin'i anlamis olmalar1 gerekir. Bunun birkag sebebi vardir: Bunlardan
biri Allah'in Kitabini, o zamanki miimin-kéfir muhataplarin dili olan Arap diliyle
indirmesi ve o sekilde indirmesini onlarin anlamalarina bir gerekge olarak sun-
masidir. Eger onlar onu anlamasalardi itiraz ederlerdi. Anlamadiklar1 konusunda
onlardan aktarilan herhangi bir itiraz yoktur. Halbuki béyle bir itirazin aktarilmasi
konusunda pek ¢ok 4mil vardir. Bu sebeplerden bir digeri, niiztil ¢agindaki muha-
taplarin Kur’an'in indigi ortam gibi dogru anlama i¢in sart olan hususlar1 bilmeleri-
dir. Ciinkii onlar o ortamin i¢inde yagamaktadirlar. Bir diger sebep Allah Te4l&nin,
Kitabini agik-segik (miibin) olarak nitelemesidir. Eger ondan herhangi bir seyi
anlamasalardi bu durum, o nitelige aykir1 olurdu. Yine bir diger sebep, insanlara
Kur’an-1 Kerim'in ilkelerini 6gretip onun hitkiimleriyle amel eden Hz. Peygamber’in
(sav) onlarin i¢inde bulunugudur. Eger ondan herhangi bir geyi anlamasalard: ona
sorma imkanlar1 vardi. Bagka bir sebep de yanlarinda bulunan biitiin bu sebeple-
re ragmen Kurdn-1 Kerimden herhangi bir seyi anlamasalar veya anlamakta hata
etselerdi Allah Te4l&nin onlar1 dogruya yoneltecek bir vahiy indirecek olmasidir.
Ciinkii onlari anlama olmadan veya yanlig anlama igerisinde biraksaydi hikmet ve
kudretine aykir1 davranmis olurdu. Clinkii muhataplarin anlamadi bir s6z indirmek
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abestir. A¢ik-secik, olmayan bir s6z indirmek de acizliktir. Allah Teala ise acizlikten
de abesten de miinezzehtir.

Ozet

Bu makale, miifessiri Allah'in muradini agiklamakta hataya diismekten alikoya-
cak bir kriter aragtirmakta ve niizlil ¢agindaki muhataplarin anladig: anlamin bu
konuda kriter olabilecegini ileri stirmektedir. Ciinkii niizl ¢agindaki muhataplar
Kuran-1 Kerim’i anlamig olmalar1 gerekir. Bunun birkag sebebi vardir: Bunlardan
biri Allah’in Kitabini, o zamanki miimin-kéfir muhataplarin dili olan Arap diliyle
indirmesi ve o gekilde indirmesini onlarin anlamalarina bir gerekge olarak sun-
masidir. Eger onlar onu anlamasalard: itiraz ederlerdi. Anlamadiklar: konusunda
onlardan aktarilan herhangi bir itiraz yoktur. Halbuki béyle bir itirazin aktarilmasi
konusunda pek ¢ok amil vardir. Bu sebeplerden bir digeri, niiztl ¢agindaki muha-
taplarin Kuran'in indigi ortam gibi dogru anlama igin sart olan hususlar: bilmeleri-
dir. Ciinkii onlar o ortamin iginde yasamaktadirlar. Bir diger sebep Allah Te4l&nin,
Kitabin agik-segik (miibin) olarak nitelemesidir. Eger ondan herhangi bir seyi
anlamasalardi bu durum, o nitelige aykir1 olurdu. Yine bir diger sebep, insanlara
Kur’an-1 Kerim'in ilkelerini 6gretip onun hiikiimleriyle amel eden Hz. Peygamber’in
(sav) onlarin i¢inde bulunusudur. Eger ondan herhangi bir seyi anlamasalard: ona
sorma imkanlar1 vardi. Bagka bir sebep de yanlarinda bulunan biitiin bu sebeple-
re ragmen Kur’an-1 Kerimden herhangi bir seyi anlamasalar veya anlamakta hata
etselerdi Allah Te4l&nin onlar1 dogruya yoneltecek bir vahiy indirecek olmasidir.
Ciinkii onlar1 anlama olmadan veya yanlis anlama igerisinde biraksayd: hikmet ve
kudretine aykir1 davranmis olurdu. Ciinkii muhataplarin anlamadi bir s6z indirmek
abestir. Agik-secik, olmayan bir s6z indirmek de acizliktir. Allah Teala ise acizlikten
de abesten de miinezzehtir.

Buna gore sozgelimi cin kelimesini “sehir ve koylerden uzak sahralarda yasayan in-
sanlar” ménasinda anlamak dogru degildir. Ayn: sekilde melek kelimesini de “can-
linin canlilik ve gelismesini miimkiin kilan gii¢” veya “insanin igine atilan giizel
diisiince ve duygular” ménasinda anlamak da yanlistir. Clinkii niiztl dénemindeki
muhataplar bu méinay1 anlamamiglardir. Aksine onlar melek ve cin kelimelerinden
gozleriyle gormeseler de dis diinyada varlig1 olan yaratiklar1 anlamiglardir. Eger bun-
dan bagka bir sey anlasalardi o nakledilirdi. Ciinkii nakledilmesi i¢in ¢ok amil vardi.
Ayni sekilde “Kur’an kissalari belki de tarihte yasanmamustir, aksine onlar Araplarin
cahiliyye devrinde agizlarinda dolagtirdiklar: hikayelerdi, Kur’an-1 Kerim onlari alip
onlar vasitasiyla insanlara mesajini ulagtirmistir” goriisii de dogru olmaz. Ciinki
niiztil donemindeki muhataplar o kissalardan bu manay1 anlamamaiglardir. Sonra bu
gorts Allah Teald'ya aldatmanin isnat edilmesini gerektirir. Halbuki o bundan mii-
nezzehtir! Cennet ve cehennem hakkinda ileri siiriilenler de boyledir. Eger onlarla
kastedilen ger¢ek anlamlar disinda cennetin rithani nimetler ve atesin manevi azap
ya da ilkinin ilim ve ikincisinin cehélet olmas1 gibi bir mana olsaydi Allah Teal&nin
kastettigi ile niiztil dénemindeki muhataplarin anladiklar1 arasinda uyumsuzluk séz
konusu olurdu. Bu ise kelamini anlasilsin ve ménasi bilinsin diye indiren Allah Teé4l4
ile niiztil donemindeki muhataplarin arasinda iletisimin gergeklesmesini anlamina
gelir, ki — bu daha 6nce agikladigimiz gibi- muhaldir.

Stiphesiz o zamanki muhataplarin biitiin Kuran 4yetleri hakkinda anladiklari, ¢ogu
Hz. Peygamber (sav) ve ashabindan tevatiirle sabit olan iman esaslariyla ilgili bu 6r-
neklerdeki gibi bize ulasmamustir. Bilakis sahdbeden tefsir konusunda bize gelenler,
Hz. Peygamber ve biitiin seleften rivayet edilenlerin beste birini gegmez. Onlardan
aktarilan rivayetlerin hepsinin sahih oldugunu farz etsek bile Kur’an ayetlerinin ta-
maminda anladiklar1 manayi bilmemiz igin yine de yeterli gelmeyecektir. Bu sebep-
le onlardan tefsiri hakkinda bir agiklama nakledilmemis ayetlerden anladiklarini bi-
lecegimiz yollara ihtiya¢ duyariz. Bize gore bunun birkag yolu vardir. Bunlardan biri
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kadim Arap siiri ve onunla i ige olan eyyamu’l-Arab, ahbaru’l- Arab, emsalir'l-Arab,
ensabi’l-Arap gibi bilgilere, tarih, siyer ve megézi kitaplariyla onlarla ilgili arastir-
malara miiracaat etmektir. Boylece Araplarin niiztil doneminde yasadiklar: sartlara
ve konustuklar1 dilin ménalarina vékif oluruz. Ciinkit Kuran-1 Kerim o dille nazil
olmustur. Dogru anlama da onu ve Kur'an'mn indigi sartlar: bilmeye baghdur. Bir di-
ger yol tabiinin agiklamalarina, 6zellikle de onlarin goriis birligi ettikleri agiklama-
lara bagvurmaktir. Her ne kadar onlar sahabe gibi Kuran'in nazil oldugu sartlarda
yagamamis ve Hz. Peygamber’le (sav) goriismemis olsalar da sahébeye 6grencilik et-
migler ve onlardan etkilenmislerdir. Talebeler tizerinde hocalarinin etkisi babalarin-
dan fazladir. Bu yollardan bir digeri miifessirler nezdinde “Kur’an’in bir kismi diger
kismini agiklar” seklinde meshur olan kaide geregince Kitabin nasslarindan tiime
varim metoduyla ¢ikarimlarda bulunmak ve bu konuda nebevi stinnetin agiklama-
larindan yardim almaktir. Ciinkii Allah Teél Kitabini peygamberine (sav) indirmis
ve onu o Kitab agiklamakla yiikiimli kilmigtir. Bu sebeple onun manasini ondan
daha iyi anlayacak kimse yoktur. Bu konuda bir diger yol da 4limler nezdinde mak-
bul olan goriigleri temel almaktir. Ancak bu goriisler elbette redde de agiktir. Ciinkii
hatadan korunan peygamber diginda herkesin s6zii alinir da atilir da.

Makalenin sonunda miifessir, dilci, fakih, kelamec, safi ve digerlerinin tefsir metot-
lar1 gelecek ve bunlarin herbirinin metodundan s6zii edilen kritere uygun ve aykir
olanlara isaret edecegiz, isari tefsirin sartlarini1 gézden gegirip “bilimsel tefsir” diye
adlandirilan tiirii ve onun hakkindaki itirazlar1 degerlendirecek, bu iki tiirden krite-
re gore cdiz olan ve olmayan hususlar hakkinda s6z edecegiz. Kriterimiz tefsir sade-
ce sahébeye hasredip niiztl doneminden sonra gelen miifessir, dilci, fakih, kelamci,
stfi ve digerlerine onu haram kiliyor degildir. Kiyamet giiniine kadar gelecek biitiin
insanlar i¢in inmis olan Kuran-1 Kerim'i tefsir etmek elbette onlarin da hakkidir.
Ancak niizil donemindeki muhataplarin anladiklar1 méana temeldir. Onlardan son-
ra gelenlerin tefsiri onlarin anladig1 manaya arzedilmesi gerekir. Eger o manaya uy-
gun veya ona aykir1 degilse makbuldiir. Yoksa reddedilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tefsir, Kuran-1 Kerim, Niiztl Cag1, Muhataplar, Sartlar, Sahébe.

ON THE CORRECT UNDERSTANDING OF TAFSIR OF THE HOLY QURAN

Abstract

This article investigates a criterion that will prevent the mufassir (the explicator)
from making mistakes in explaining God’s will and argues that the meaning un-
derstood by interlocutors in the era of al-nuzul may be the criterion in this regard.
Because the interlocutors of the al-nuzul era must have understood the Holy Quran.
There are several reasons for this: One of them is that the Holy Quran was descend-
ed to the believers and non-believers in the Arabic language and this was presented
as a reason for them to understand. If they didn’t understand it, they would object.
There is no objection that is narrated from them that they did not understand the
Qur’an. However, there are many factors for such an objection to be narrated. An-
other reason for this is that the interlocutors in the era of al-nuzul knew what is
essential for correct understanding, such as the environment in which the Quran
revealed. Because they were living in that environment. Another reason is that Allah
Almighty describes his Book as plain/explicit (al-mubin). If they didn’t understand
anything about it, it would be contrary to this quality. Yet another reason, the Proph-
et (PBUH) who was teaching Quran’s principles and acting with its verdicts, was
present among them. If they didn’t understand anything from Qur’an they could
ask him. Another reason is that, despite all these reasons, if they did not understand
or misunderstood anything from the Holy Qur’an, Allah Almighty would reveal to
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direct them to the truth. For if he let them not to understand or misunderstand, he
would have acted against his wisdom and might. Because a revelation that inter-
locutors cannot understand is unreasonable. Sending an unclear revelation is an
inability. And Allah Almighty is free from vain and inability.

Summary

This article investigates a criterion that will prevent the mufassir (the explicator)
from making mistakes in explaining God’s will and argues that the meaning un-
derstood by interlocutors in the era of al-nuzul may be the criterion in this regard.
Because the interlocutors of the al-nuzul era must have understood the Holy Quraan.
There are several reasons for this: One of them is that the Holy Qur’an was descend-
ed to the believers and non-believers in the Arabic language and this was presented
as a reason for them to understand. If they didn’t understand it, they would object.
There is no objection that is narrated from them that they did not understand the
Qur’an. However, there are many factors for such an objection to be narrated. An-
other reason for this is that the interlocutors in the era of al-nuzul knew what is
essential for correct understanding, such as the environment in which the Quran
revealed. Because they were living in that environment. Another reason is that Allah
Almighty describes his Book as plain/explicit (al-mubin). If they didn't understand
anything about it, it would be contrary to this quality. Yet another reason, the Proph-
et (PBUH) who was teaching Quran’s principles and acting with its verdicts, was
present among them. If they didn't understand anything from Qurlan they could
ask him. Another reason is that, despite all these reasons, if they did not understand
or misunderstood anything from the Holy Qur’an, Allah Almighty would reveal to
direct them to the truth. For if he let them not to understand or misunderstand, he
would have acted against his wisdom and might. Because a revelation that inter-
locutors cannot understand is unreasonable. Sending an unclear revelation is an
inability. And Allah Almighty is free from vain and inability.

According to this, for example, it is not correct to understand the word jinn as in
“people living far from cities and villages” Likewise, it is wrong to understand the
word angel in the meaning of “a power that gives vitality and causes living beings
to improve” or “beautiful thoughts and feelings thrown into a human being”. Be-
cause the interlocutors in the al-nuzul era did not understand these meanings from
these conceptions. On the contrary, although they did not see angels or jinns with
their own eyes, they understood that they are creatures exists in the outside world.
If they had understood anything else, it would have been narrated. Because there
were many means for narration. Likewise, the view that claims “the Qur’an stories
have not been in history, on the contrary, they were the stories that Arabs were tell-
ing during the period of jahiliyyah (ignorance) and Qur'an transmitted its message
through these stories” is not correct. Because the interlocutors during the al-nuzul
era did not understand this meaning from those stories. Also, this view requires to
attribute deception to Allah. But He is free from deception! This is also the case with
the claims about heaven and hell. If there was a meaning about heaven to be a spiri-
tual blessing and the hell to be a spiritual torment, there would be an incompatibility
between what Allah meant and what interlocutors in the al-nuzul era understood.
And this would mean that the communication between Allah who has sent down
His word to be understood and interlocutors in the al-nuzul era was not healthy
—and as we have explained before, that is impossible-.

Of course, all that interlocutors have understood about the verses in that era did not
reach us like some of the information narrated by the Prophet (PBUH) and his com-
panions, as the principles of faith, which are fixed by tawatur. On the contrary, what
reached us from sahaba about tafsir does not exceed one-fifth of all those narrated
from the Prophet and salaf. Even if we assume that all the narrations transmitted
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from them are authentic, it will still not be enough for us to know what they have
understood from the whole Quran. For this reason, we need ways to know what
they’ve understood from verses we don’t have any narrations about. In our opinion,
there are several ways to do this. One of these is to refer to the ancient Arab poetry
and the information intertwined with it such as ayyam al-Arab, akhbar al-Arab, am-
sal al-Arab, ansab al-Arab, as well as researches about their books of history, siyar,
and maghazi. Thus, we will be familiar with the conditions Arabs were in during the
al-nuzul era and the meanings of the language they speak. Because the Holy Qur’an
was written in Arabic. Thus the right understanding also depends on knowing the
language and the conditions under which the Qur’an was revealed. Another way is
to consult specifically with the explanations of al-tabi’in that are accepted with con-
sensus. Although like sahaba, they did not live in an era when the Holy Quran was
revealed, and never met with the Prophet (PBUH), they were taught by the compan-
ions of the Prophet and were influenced by them. The influence of teachers on their
students is more than the influence of fathers on their children. Another way is to
make inductive inferences from the Holy Quran’s verdicts in accordance with the
famous principle which is known as “A part of the Qurian explains another part of
the Qurian” and to get help from the explanations of the prophetic sunnah. Because
Allah has sent down the Book to His Prophet (PBUH) and obliged him to explain
it. Therefore, no one can understand it’s meaning better than him. Another way in
this regard is to take the views of the judicious scholars as the basis. However, their
views are of course open to rejection. Because, except for the prophet, everyone’s
words can be accepted or rejected.

At the end of the article, we will review the methods of mufassir, linguists, faqih,
mutakallim, Sufi and others, and point out to those who are in contradiction with
the criterion mentioned in each of these methods. Also, we will review the condi-
tions of tafsir al-ishari. We will evaluate “scientific tafsir” and objections directed to
it and we will talk about permissible (jaiz) and impermissible issues according to
the two criteria mentioned. Our criterion is not to assign tafsir only to the sahaba
and to forbid mufassirs coming after the sahaba, linguists, faqihs, mutakkalimun,
Sufis and others to interpret the Quran. It is certainly their right to contemplate and
comment on the Holy Qur’an which has descended to all the people who will come
until the Day of Resurrection. However, the understanding of the interlocutors in
the al-nuzul era is fundamental. The commentary of those who came after them
should be referring to what they’ve understood from the Qur’an. If it is appropriate
or not contrary to what they’ve understood, then it is acceptable. Otherwise, it will
be rejected.

Keywords: Tafsir, The Holy Quran, The era of descent (nuzil), The interlocutors,
The conditions, Sahaba.
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Negriyat, 2011.
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