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Modern Arap Edebiyatina iz Birakanlardan Biri Olarak Sevki Dayf ve Osmanli Yonetimine Bakisi

Oz

Bu arastirma, genelde modern dénem Arap edebiyatini, 6zelde ise Misir edebiyatina iz birakanlardan biri olarak Misirli
edebiyatgi ve tarihgi Sevki Dayf’in Osmanli yonetimine dair bakis agisini ortaya koymayi amaglamaktadir. Bu nedenle, modern
Arap edebiyatgilarinin bir 6rnegi olarak Sevki Dayf’in el-Edebu’l-Arabiyyu’l-Mu‘Gsir fi Misr isimli eseri lizerinde analitik bir
arastirma yapilmigtir.

Arastirmanin sorunsali, modern Arap edebiyatgilarinin kahir ekserinin, Arap (lkeleri s6z konusu oldugunda Osmanli
yoénetiminin, modern Arap edebiyatinin yonelisini sinirlayan ve gerileten en 6nemli etkenlerden biri sayildigi fikrini
benimsemis oldugu gorisudur. Zira Sevki Dayf'in Arap edebiyati tarihi ile ilgili telif ettigi eser, kendinden sonra yazilan pek
¢ok eserin dayanak noktasini olusturmustur. Bu noktadan hareketle Arap edebiyati ile ilgilenip, tarihine dair eser telif eden
edebiyatcilardan biri olarak Dayf’in gorUslerini degerlendirerek Misir igin Osmanli ydnetiminin, modern Arap edebiyatinin
gerilemesinde basta gelen nedenlerden biri olarak kabul edildigi distincesini netlestirmeye ¢alisacagiz. Bu arastirma, Arap
edebiyati tarihi yonteminin ortaya ¢ikmasini saglayacak sekilde Sevki Dayf'in diger eserlerine de isarette bulunulmakla
beraber el-Edebu’l-Arabiyyu’l-Mu‘Gsir fi Misr isimli eserinin gozden gegirilerek incelenmesine hasr edilmistir. Bu aragtirmanin
6nemi, modern Arap edebiyatinin en 6nemli sorunsallarindan biri olan ve Tirk-Arap iliskilerine dair temel sorunsali ele almis
olmasinda yatmaktadir.
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Bu calismada, Sevki Dayf’in zikrettigi ve yonelisini ortaya koyan gorislerinin tim yonleriyle arastiriimasi
amaciyla time varim yontemi takip edilmis, ardindan metinlerin tamaminin tahlili ve arka planinin géz éniinde
bulundurulmasi amaciyla nitel ¢oziimleme yontemi kullaniimistir. Galismamiz neticesinde bazi 6nemli sonuglara
ulagiimistir. Bunlardan bazilari su sekildedir: Sevki Dayf, Osmanl dénemi Arap edebiyatini mistakil bir bolim
cercevesinde ele almamistir. Osmanli donemine dair yaptigi sinirli atiflarin ise bu dénem Arap edebiyatinin
gercekligini temsil etmedigi gorilmektedir. Ayrica Sevki Dayf’tan etkilenen aragtirmacilarin ve modern yazarlarin
¢ogu, XX. yuzyilda ortaya ¢ikarilan ve Osmanl donemi Arap edebiyatina 1sik tutan eserleri gérmezden gelmeye
devam ederek bu dénemin bir gerileme dénemi oldugunu dile getirmeye devam etmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler
Modern Arap edebiyati, Osmanli ydnetimi, Sevki Dayf

Shawqi Daif’s view of the Ottoman Empire’s rule as a significant influence on contemporary
Arabic literature

Abstract

This study aims to identify the Egyptian literary critic and historian Shawqi Daif’s view of the Ottoman Empire’s
rule in the Arab world as having a great influence on contemporary Arabic literature. We seek to present an
analysis through examining Shawqi Daif’s book Contemporary Arabic Literature in Egypt.

The problem that this research considers is that most contemporary Arab authors considered the Ottoman
Empire’s rule in Arab countries as one of the mostimportant influences that determined trends in contemporary
Arabic literature. Moreover, they considered it to be the cause of the decline of Arabic literature. This is
because most of these authors used Shawqi Daif’s books on the history of Arabic literature as their main source
of reference. We attempt to identify and analyze Shawqi Daif’s opinions as a historian who chronicled Arabic
literature. Then we highlight his argument that the Ottoman rule in Egypt was one of the most important
influences that caused the decline of contemporary Arabic literature.

This research will be mainly focused on a review of Shawqi Daif’s book Contemporary Arabic Literature in
Egypt, with reference to some of his other books that indicate the method he used in examining the history
of Arabic literature.

This study addresses an important problem in contemporary Arabic literature and one that has had a significant
impact on the Arab—Turkish relationship in several aspects, especially in the literary aspect. The researcher
relied on the descriptive—analytical method to analyze the data collected, after employing the inductive
method to examine Shawqi Daif’s perspective.

The research revealed the following findings: Shawqi Daif’s study on Arabic literature was based on limited
references of the Ottoman era. Moreover, his study failed to present the reality of Arab literature during the
time. However, most of the modern Arabic writers are affected by and follow Shawgqi Daif on his result which
leads to a regression of the contemporary literary study.

Keywords
Contemporary Arabic literature, Shawgi Daif, Ottoman Empire’s rule

Extended Summary

Arabic literature has developed over centuries, and it was influenced by different
historical incidents up until the Industrial Revolution in Europe in the eighteenth century.
One of the major historical events was the establishment of the Ottoman Empire and the
Empire’s rule in Arab countries. The founding of the Ottoman Empire was one of the
crucial influences that laid the path for Islamic civilization and Arabic literature as well
because the Arabic language is one of the elements of Islamic civilization.
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Shawqi Daif was an Arabic literary scholar, and through his research method that
he applied to Arabic literary history, he explained the social and political situation in
each period that he was specifically interested in. Moreover, when he wrote his book,
which starts with the political situation in modern Egypt during the Ottoman Empire, he
mentioned the Ottoman rule as one of the most important influences that determined the
direction of contemporary Arabic literature.

In this study, we aim to identify Shawqi Daif’s perspective on the Ottoman Empire’s
rule in the Arab world, and by identifying his perspective, we will get a general vision of
Arab authors’ perceptions of Ottoman rule and how it affected Arabic literature.

We focus on Shawqi Daif’s books to examine how contemporary Arab writers perceive
the Ottoman Empire’s rule in the Arab countries. This is considered one of the most
important influences that determined the trends in contemporary Arabic literature and
eventually led to its decline because of scholars frequently using Shawqi Daif’s books on
the history of Arabic literature as their main sources of reference.

Thus, through Shawqi Daif’s books, specifically Contemporary Arabic Literature in
Egypt, we seek to identify and analyze his viewpoint as a historian chronicling Arabic
literature. Then we highlight his argument that the Ottoman rule of Egypt was one of the
most crucial influences that led to the decline of contemporary Arabic literature.

Before we introduce Shawqi Daif and the methodology he employed in studying the
history of Arabic literature, we clarify what is Arabic literature and Arabic literatures and
how these two concepts are different.

Then we state how contemporary Arabic literature in Egypt has developed and the
general influences mentioned by Shawqi Daif, which were the French and English
colonization of Egypt and the rule of Muhammad Ali and his family in Egypt.

We devote the last chapter to Ottoman rule in Egypt as a major influence on Arabic
literature, and then discuss the Ottoman civilization, followed by Shawqi Daif’s view of
Ottoman rule as one of the most important influences on the direction of contemporary
Arabic literature.

Shawqi Daif’s point of view emerges in his mention of Ottoman rule and the Ottoman
state more than 26 times, where he laments the Ottoman state and sees it as the cause of
misery experienced by Egypt in terms of its literature, society, and economy since the
invasion of Cairo by Sultan Selim I.

The importance of this study is that it addresses one of the most important problems
in contemporary Arabic literature, and it can have a great impact on the Arab—Turkish
relationship in several aspects, especially the literary aspect. The researcher relied on the
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descriptive—analytical method to analyze the data collected after employing the inductive
method to identify Shawqi Daif’s perspective.

Some of the key findings in this research reveal that Shawqi Daif neglected the history
of Arabic literature during the Ottoman Empire, which lasted for nearly six centuries.
Sources that Shawqi Daif relied on to evaluate Arabic literature during the Ottoman
Empire do not represent the full view of the literature of that period. This is because
Shawqi Daif did not have access to certain Arabic manuscripts, which have since been
found by researchers such as Omar Musa Pasha and Kenan Demirayak.

The research also found that most Arab writers and academic researchers who came
after Shawqi Daif followed his approach, and this was one of the key reasons why such a
black picture was painted of Arabic literature during the Ottoman Caliphate.

In light of our findings, we put forth the following recommendations:

Open access to Turkish libraries that contain valuable manuscripts on the Ottoman
period in order to reveal more facts, especially for researchers and students who are
interested in studies related to Arabic literature. The lack of available resources leads to
the illusion of its nonexistence and results in inaccurate studies.

Encourage the translation of Turkish books that examine the Ottoman period,
especially those studies that focus on the literary field, books such as Arabic Literature
in the Time of the Ottoman Empire by Kanaan Demiryak and Arabic Literature in the
Ottoman Empire Period by Omar Musa Pasha have brought unpublished manuscripts to
our attention. Easy access to these works might change scholars’ views on the Ottoman
Empire and its influence on contemporary Arabic literature.
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