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Pediatri Hemsireligi Dersi Uygulamasinin Ogrencilerin Cocuklarla ilgili Tutumlarina ve
Cocuk Sevme Diizeylerine Etkisi

Effect of Pediatric Nursing Course on the Students’ Attitudes Towards Children and
their Levels of Liking of Children

Aynur Aytekin Ozdemir, Ozlem Akarsu
Istanbul Medeniyet University, Faculty of Health Sciences, Department of Nursing,
Department of Child Health and Diseases Nursing, Istanbul

Amag: Bu arastirma, Pediatri Hemsireligi dersi uygulamasmin hemsirelik 6grencilerinin
cocuklarla ilgili tutumlar ve ¢ocuk sevme diizeylerine etkisini belirlemek amaciyla tek grupta
On test-son test yar1 deneme modelinde yapilmstir.

Yontem: Arastirma, Tiirkiye’de Istanbul Medeniyet Universitesi'nde 11 Subat-24 Mayis 2019
tarihleri arasinda yapilmistir. Evreni, belirtilen {iniversitenin hemsirelik boliimiinde 3. sinifta
ogrenim goren dgrenciler olusturmustur. Orneklem grubu segimine gidilmeden, arastirmaya
katilmaya istekli olan tiim 6grenciler (n=45) arastirmaya dahil edilmistir. Veriler, aragtirmacilar
tarafindan “Soru Formu” ve “Barnett Cocuk Sevme Olgegi (BCSO)” ile toplanmistir.
Calismada Ogrencilere Pediatri Hemsireligi dersinin uygulamasina baglamadan once (6n test)
ve 14 haftalik staj uygulamasi tamamlandiktan sonra (son test) veri toplama formlari
uygulanmistir. Verilerin analizinde ylizdelik, ortalama ve standart sapma, bagimli gruplarda t-

tesi, Mann Whitney-U testi ve Cronbach alfa katsayi

hesaplamaSl kullamlmigtir. Aragtirmanin yapilabilmesi i¢in etik onay, resmi izin ve
ogrencilerden yazili izinler alinmastir.

Bulgular: Calismada 6grencilerin yas ortalamast 20.62+0.96 yil olup, %91.1°1 kizdir ve
%97.8’1nin kardesi vardir, %51.1°1 daha 6nce ¢cocuk bakma deneyimine sahiptir. Arastirmada
On testte 6grencilerin  %62.2’sinin hasta ¢ocuklarla iletisim kurmakta zorlanirken, son testte
%31.1’inin zorlandig1 bulunmustur. On testte dgrencilerin %84.4’iiniin ¢ocuklarla zaman
gecirmekten hoslandifi, son testte bu oranm %93.3’e yiikseldigi bulunmustur. On testte
ogrencilerin %42.2’sinin ileride cocuk hemsiresi olarak ¢aligmak isterken son testte bu oranin
%35.5’e diistiigii saptanmustir. Calismada 6n testte 6grencilerin BCSO puan ortalamasinin
78.17+14.75 ve son testte 82.77+13.54 oldugu, ortalamalar arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli
fark olmadig1 belirlenmistir (p>0.05). Calismada kardes sayis1 ve ¢ocuk bakma deneyimine
sahip olma durumunun 6grencilerin BCSO puan ortalamalarmi etkilemedigi bulunmustur
(p>0.05). On testte cinsiyet degiskeninin 6grencilerin BCSO puan ortalamalarini etkilemezken
son testte etkili oldugu saptanmistir (p<<0.05).

Sonu¢: Caligmada Pediatri Hemsireligi dersi staj uygulamasinin grencilerin ¢ocuklarla
iletisimini gelistirdigi belirlenmistir. Staj uygulamasi sonrasinda kiz 6grencilerin ¢ocuk sevme
diizeylerinin erkeklerden daha ytiksek oldugu bulunmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cocuk, hemsirelik 6grencisi, cocuk sevme durumu.
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ABSTRACT

Introduction: This quasi-experimental study was conducted using pre- and post-tests with a
single group to determine the effect of Pediatric Nursing course practice on nursing students'
attitudes towards children and their levels of liking of children.

Method: The study was conducted at the Istanbul Medeniyet University in Turkey between
February 11 and May 24, 2019. The study population consisted of junior students studying in
the nursing department of the above-mentioned university. The study was carried out with all
the students (n=45) who agreed to participate in the research without any sample selection. The
data were collected by the researchers through a "Questionnaire™ and the "Barnett Liking of
Children Scale (BLCS)". In the study, questionnaires were applied before the application of the
Pediatric Nursing course (pre-test) and after the completion of the 14-week internship (post-
test). In the analysis of the data, percentile, mean and standard deviation, t-test in dependent
groups, Mann Whitney-U test and Cronbach's alpha coefficient were used. Written consent of
the students, ethical approval and official permission were obtained to conduct the research.
Results: In the study, the average age of the students was 20.62+0.96 years, 91.1% was female,
97.8% had siblings, and 51.1% had a previous child care experience. In the study, 62.2% of the
students was found to have difficulty communicating with sick children in the pre-test, while
this rate was 31.1% in the post-test. In the pre-test, 84.4% of the students was enjoying spending
time with children, while in the post-test this rate was found to increase to 93.3%. In the pre-
test, 42.2% of the students wanted to work as a pediatric nurse in the future, while in the post-
test, this rate fell to 35.5%. In the study, it was found that the mean BLCS score of the students
was 78.17£14.75 in the pre-test and 82.77+13.54 in the post-test, and that there was no
statistically significant difference between the mean scores (p>0.05). In the study, it was found
that the number of siblings and child-care experience have no effect on the students' BLCS
score averages (p>0.05). In the pre-test, the gender variable was not found to affect the students'
BLCS score averages, but it was found to be effective in the post-test (p<0.05).

Conclusion: In the study, it was found that the internship practice of the Pediatric Nursing
course improved the communication of students with children. It was found that female
students' levels of liking of children were higher than males after the internship.

Keywords: Child, nursing student, liking of children status.

Introduction

Love is defined as all the positive and good feelings that bring people closer together. To love
is to respect and protect the individual's right through attention and tolerance. People need this
feeling at every stage of their life. Especially during the childhood, children need love to
develop a healthy and positive personality (1,2). Nurses working in the field of pediatrics
should know the physical, social and emotional developmental characteristics and differences
of children and should like them and pay attention to children (3). It is important that nurses
who work in pediatrics clinics love children and try to communicate with children in a healthy
way to reduce the children's hospital anxiety (4). As a result of the care given in pediatrics
clinics, students experience positive emotions, such as hope, love, happiness, while also
experiencing negative emotions such as fear, stress, helplessness. These positive emotions
increase students' motivation and ability to learn, while negative emotions decrease their desire
to learn and provide care. The higher levels of students' liking of children decreases these
negative attitudes considerably (5,6). When we look at the literature, it is seen that there are
very few studies on the status of liking of children of nursing students and pediatric nurses in
Turkey. This study was conducted using determine the effect of Pediatric Nursing course
practice on nursing students' attitudes towards children and their levels of liking of children.
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Materials and Methods

Type of research

This quasi-experimental study was conducted using pre- and post-tests with a single group.
Place and time of research

The study was conducted at the Istanbul Medeniyet University in Turkey between February 11
and May 24, 2019.

Population and sample of research

The study population consisted of junior students studying in the nursing department of the
above-mentioned university. The study was carried out with all the students (n=45) who agreed
to participate in the research without any sample selection.

Collection of research data

The data were collected by the researchers through a "Questionnaire” and the "Barnett Liking
of Children Scale (BLCS)" in the classroom setting. In the study, questionnaires were applied
before the application of the Pediatric Nursing course (pre-test) and after the completion of the
14-week internship (post-test).

Questionnaire: It consists of questions about the socio-demographic and child loving
characteristics of the students.

Barnett Liking of Children Scale: It's an assessment tool developed by Barnett and Sinisi (1990)
for measuring people's attitudes towards children. The scale is a 14-item Likert type scale,
scored between "1-Strongly Disagree" and "7-Strongly agree”. Of the scale, 3, 6, 10" and
13" items are reverse coded. The lowest and highest scores of the scale are 14 and 98
respectively. Higher scores indicate that people like children more, while the lower scores
indicate that the level of liking of children is lower (7). The Turkish validity and reliability
study was conducted by Duyan and Gelbal (2008) with university students. In the scale, 14-38
points indicate a lower level, 39-74 points indicate a moderate level, and 75-98 points indicate
a high level of liking of children. In the reliability and validity study, the Cronbach's alpha
reliability coefficient was found as 0.92 (8). In this study, the Cronbach's alpha value was 0.90
in the first application and 0.92 in the second application.

Ethical dimension of research

Written consent of the students, ethical approval and official permission were obtained to
conduct the research.

Statistical analysis

In the analysis of the data, percentile, mean and standard deviation, t-test in dependent groups,
Mann Whitney-U test and Cronbach's alpha coefficient were used. Written consent of the
students, ethical approval and official permission were obtained to conduct the research.
Results:

In the study, the average age of the students was 20.62+0.96 years, 91.1% was female, 97.8%
had siblings, and 51.1% had a previous child care experience. In the study, 62.2% of the students
was found to have difficulty communicating with sick children in the pre-test, while this rate
was 31.1% in the post-test. In the pre-test, 84.4% of the students was enjoying spending time
with children, while in the post-test this rate was found to increase to 93.3%. In the pre-test,
42.2% of the students wanted to work as a pediatric nurse in the future, while in the post-test,
this rate fell to 35.5%.

In the study, it was found that the mean BLCS score of the students was 78.17£14.75 in the
pre-test and 82.77+13.54 in the post-test, and that there was no statistically significant
difference between the mean scores (p>0.05; Table 1).

FT-134

R Q...

> ROMI iR

ST QPEDIATR! PRO]E(.T
Prest DERNEG




Table 1. Comparison of the Students' Scale Score Averages before and after the Pediatric
Nursing Course

BLCS Ort£SS Test
Pre test 78.17£14.75 t=1.584
Post test 82.77+13.54 p=0.120

In the study, it was found that the number of siblings and child-care experience have no effect
on the students' BLCS score averages (p>0.05). In the pre-test, the gender variable was not
found to affect the students' BLCS score averages, but it was found to be effective in the post-
test (p<0.05; Table 2).

Table 2. Comparison of BLCS Score Averages According to Some Characteristics of the
Students

Characteristics Pre test Post test
Ort£SS Ort+SS
Gender
Female 77.87+15.23 83.82+13.67
Male 81.25+9.17 72.00+£5.22
Test U=75.000 p=0.780 U=24.500 p=0.017
Number of siblings
1 82.75+9.62 78.43+14.93
2 and more 75.25+£16.71 84.82+12.40
Test U=165.000 p=0.150 U=163.000 p=0.136
Child-care experience
Yes 79.86+13.77 84.91+13.38
No 76.40+15.84 80.54+13.65
Test U= 226.000 p=0.539 U=194.000 p=0.180
Discussion

It is known that the care provided by nursing students and pediatric nurses is related to their
levels of liking of children and that the nurses' levels of liking of children are affected by several
factors. In our study, the Pediatric Nursing course did not affect the students' levels of liking of
children. In the study, students' pre-test mean BLCS score was 78.17+14.75, and their mean
score in the post-test was 82.77+13.54, the difference between the scores was not statistically
significant (Table 1), but the students' levels of liking of children after the course were found
to be higher than that of before the course. Kostak's study with nursing students also showed
that (9) the students received 82.0+82.09 points on the scale before taking the course, and
14.07+82.35 points after taking the course, and that there was no statistically significant
difference between the score averages. When we look at other studies conducted in Turkey, it
was found that the average BLCS scores of student nurses and pediatric nurses working in the
field of pediatrics were found to be higher (1,2,3,9,10).

In this study, a significant difference was found between the genders of the student nurses and
their liking of children scores in the post-test (p<0.05). Female students' levels of liking of
children were higher than male students. Unlike our study, Bektas et al. found no significant
differences between the students' gender and their liking of children status (1). In two studies
conducted with nursing students in Turkey (9, 10), there was a significant difference between
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the gender of the students and their liking of children status. Female students' levels of liking
of children were higher than male students. In Turkish culture, it is believed that the fact that
mothers are primarily responsible for the care of the children, and that the role of providing care
for the child is assigned to females as a gender role may also cause lower liking of children
scores in male students.

Conclusion

It was found that the nursing students had high levels of liking of children and that this was not
affected by the Pediatric Nursing course, and that the genders of the students affected their
levels of liking children in the post-test. It was found that female students' levels of liking of
children were higher than males after the internship. In the study, it was found that the internship
practice of the Pediatric Nursing course improved the communication of students with children.
In line with these results, it is recommended to repeat the study with larger sample groups in
order to determine other factors affecting the status of liking of children.
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