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The Nation-State and the Debate Between Islam and Secularism:
The Historical Context and Ideological Interpretation

Abstract
Mohamed Amezian

This research aims to study the historical circumstance behind the
transformation of Arab societies into secularism. This historical approach puts
us in front of historical facts that provide unavoidable evidence about a
transformation that ran counter to the goals for which the Arab peoples had
struggled for during the colonial period. It was a complete disregard for the
national struggle and its liberating demands. This research focuses on the
variation of Arab regimes in their secular interpretations of Islam according to
their ideological options, since in the mid-twentieth century, they lived in a
state of acute polarization between revolutionary socialist regimes and
conservative traditional regimes. With the acuity of this disparity among them,
the Arab regimes agreed to pragmatically deal with religion in a way that
enabled it to adapt and thus be emptied it of its real content. Given the
divergent ideological backgrounds of the ruling regimes, the process of secular
interpretation of Islam has resulted in two contradictory versions of one
religion, as it was adapted according to socialist or liberal values on their
contradiction.

Key words: The Nation-State, the dialectic of Islam, secularism, ideological
interpretation.
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