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Qur’anic Interpretation (al-Ta’wil) in the Risale-i Nur - Concept and
Method

ABSTRACT
Prof. Dr. Umid Najm al-Din al-Mufti & Ziyad Salih Hamid

Interpretation is a linguistic as well as a social phenomenon, and it has
accompanied texts since its appearance. It aims to show the meaning that the
author wants, as well as eliminating error, suspicion and manipulation.
However, it comes second - in general - after the original. The principle (the
rule) is to stick to the apparent meaning and not to dismiss the word and the
verb from its apparent interpretation. But there is a doctrinal, rhetorical,
intellectual, social or circumstantial reason that justifies, obligates or directs
interpretation. Bediuzzaman Said Nursi was an influential scholar with a wide
knowledge and extensive perceptions in the field of dealing with texts. This
enabled him to say a straightforward statement in the interpretation and show
the correct meanings through this linguistic and scientific window. Thus, he
dealt with the texts correctly in terms of conveying the truth as well as in
distributing the meaning from one of the multiple aspects - such as from a
metaphor or allegory or analogy and so forth. This research seeks (through two
topics) to be familiarized with this issue, and it shows Nursi’s approach to
interpretation and the features of his approach and his reasons for
interpretation. Given the accuracy of his thought, the correctness of his style,
his familiarity and the necessity of his time, his interpretations were in a
prominent scientific position, which combined science and understanding,
integrity and audacity, openness and persistence. So, it behooves us to have
done studies like this, and to examine what he believed in the interpretation
with respect to the possibility of bringing together the two meanings in the
various axes of interpretation, and that the interpretation has a diversity via its
connection to the Qur’an and Sunnah. Nursi also stated that the truth is before
the interpretation and the interpretation is one of the meanings and it cannot
always be said wherever it exists. From the reasons for his interpretation there
are the issues of: defending and applied texts, responding to the skeptics,
thinking well of the text and its author, and correcting the wrong

understanding.
Key words: interpretation, Islamic legal sources, the Qur'an and Sunnah,

Risale-i- Nur, Nursi
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