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Abstract

South African writer J. M. Coetzee’s Disgrace depicts how colonialists
once have the power and privilege and how it has changed with apartheid-
free South Africa. As a result of this change, both the colonizer and the
colonized have lost their center; dazed and confused, disoriented, they try
to find their identities. The main character in the novel is David Lurie, a
college professor having an affair with his student and the tragic event
on his daughter’s farm as he is on kind of an exile are symbolic. The
power in the country has shifted and David who is the representative of
white dominant colonizer struggles. He himself is representative of the
post-apartheid disorientation in Africa. His relationship with women
throughout Disgrace is like the relation among Black South Africans and
colonial powers Coetzee’s main character struggles as he searches for a
new identity, and how hard to search for someone’s self and adopt the
change in post-colonial South Africa. Searching for a new identity is one
of the most important issues of Post- colonial countries. J. M. Coetzee,
through his character David Lurie, shows how it is not easy to adopt the
change, how it is difficult to try to find a new identity for one self.
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The Quest For Self, Searching For A New Identity In J. M. Coetzee s Disgrace

J.M. Coetzee’nin Disgrace’inde Benlik, ve Yeni Bir Kimlik Arayisi

Oz

Gliney Afrikal1 yazar JM Coetzee’nin Utang isimli eseri, somiirgecilerin bir
zamanlar gii¢ ve ayricaliga sahip olduklarini ve bunun artik irk ayriminin
kalktig1 Giiney Afrika’da degisimi anlatir. Bu degisimin sonucu olarak,
hem somiiren hem de somiirgeci taraf odak noktasini kaybeder; saskin ve
kafas1 karigmis, yoniinii kaybetmis bir sekilde kimlik arayisi icindedirler.
Universitede profesér olan romanin ana kahramanmi David Lurie nin
ogrencisi ile ilskisi ve kizinin ¢iftliginde siirgiindeyken yasadig: trajik
olay semboliktir.Ulke’de gii¢ dengeleri degismistir ve baskin olan beyaz
sOmiirgeciligin temsilcisi David bununla miicadele etmektedir. David, irk
ayrimi sonrast Giliney Afrika’da uyum bozuklugunun tipik bir 6érnegidir.
David’in romanda gegen kadinlarla olan ilgkisi, tipki Giiney Afrika
siyahileri ile somiirgeci gii¢ler arasindaki iliski gibidir. Coetzee’nin ana
karakteri kendine yeni bir kimlik aramaktave bulmakta zorlanir. Somiirge
sonras1 Giiney Afrika’da bireyin kendi kimligini bulmasi ve yeniliklere
uyum saglamasi zordur. Yeni bir kimlik arayisi, somiirge sonrasi iilkelerin
en Onemli konularindan biridir. JM Coetzee, karakteri David Lurie
aracilifiyla, degisimi benimsemenin zorlugunu, bir benlik i¢in yeni bir
kimlik bulmaya ¢aligmanin kolay olmadigin1 gosterir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Somiirgecilik Sonrasi, Benlik Arayisi, Gii¢ Kaymasi,
Siddet, Kimlik Krizi.

Introduction

Coetzee’s Disgrace David Lurie as he struggles to find a place for him in a
post-colonial world. He is a protagonist who experiences emptiness. As a
result of his emptiness, he searches for a new identity for himself through
his relationships with different women, especially with his daughter.

Since the beginning of humankind, colonizers treated the colonized people
in the way males control females. The colonizers are the men, and the
women are the colonized. At those times, women didn’t get the respect
they get today. Women were the weakest ones in a society and men were
the dominants, but the colonized men became castrated and they are
controlled by the colonizer the same way the same men were controlling
their women.
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