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Özet : 

Av rupa Güvenlik ve İşbirliği Teşkilâtı (AGİT) otuz dört yıldan ber i en bü­
yük güvenlik teşkilâtı o larak faaliyet yürütmektedir. Yıllar içerisinde, teşkilât, 
Soğuk Savaş döneminde Batı ile Doğu arasında diyalogu sağlayan b i r k u r u m 
vasfından; tüm AGİT üyelerinin üzerinde mutabık kaldıkları taahhütleri temel 
a lan , uluslararası çapta işbirliğini hedefleyen benzersiz b i r mekanizmaya 
evrilmiştir. Günümüzde ise Teşkilât, geçirdiği b u ev r im in beraberinde getirdiği 
y en i rolüyle ilişkili o larak b i r inc i s i güvenlik b o y u t u n u güçlendirme, ik incis iyse 
AGİT taahhütleriyle u y u m l u demokra t i k reformların yürürlüğe konması yo luy la 
i n s a n i b o y u t u n u pekiştirme g ib i i k i önemli meseleyle yüz yüzedir. Örgütün 
başkanlığının Kasım 2007 ta r ih inde 2010 yılı için Kazakistan 'a devredi lmesi b u 
bağlamda kayda değer b i r gelişmedir. Or ta Asya-Hazar Havzası Bölgesindeki 
strate j ik coğrafi k o n u m u ve zengin enerji kaynaklarına rağmen, Kazakistan, 
başkanlık dönemi boyunca güncel güvenlik sorunlarına ilişkin çözüm önerile¬
r i n i n vanı sıra Batı dünyasının kend i s inden beklediği ülke içindeki demokra t ik 
reformları da içeren b i r gündem geliştirmek mecbur iyet indedir . Ha l böyleyken 
Kazakistan'ın başkanlığı b i r y a n d a n önemli o lanak lar sunarken , öte y a n d a n da 
c idd i sorunları da beraberinde ge t i rmekted i r B u çalışmada söz k o n u s u o lanak 
ve sorunların yanı sıra Kazakistan'ın 2010 'a dek geçen süreçteki AGİT başkan­
lığı m a r a t o n u ele alınacaktır 

A b s t r a c t : 

For t h i r t y four years the Organizat ion for Securi ty and Cooperat ion i n 
Europe(OSCE) has operated as the largest securi ty organizat ion. Over the 
years, the organizat ion has evolved f rom an i n s t i t u t i o n for dialogue between the 
West and East d u r i n g the Cold War to a un ique mechan i sm w h i c h a ims an 
in t e rna t i ona l cooperat ion based on commi tments agreed by a l l members of the 
OSCE i n a consensual process. Today the organizat ion is facing two i m p o r t a n t 
challenges, the f irst one is about its new role as enhanc ing i ts securi ty 
d imens ion and secondly s t rengthen ing its h u m a n d imens ion t h r o u g h 
imp lement ing democrat ic reforms consistent w i t h the OSCE commi tments . 
Therefore, the des ignat ion of Kazakhstan i n November 2007 as C h a i r m a n - i n -
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office for the year 2010 is very noteworthy. Despite its strategic geographical 
pos i t ion i n the Cent ra l As ian-Caspian Bas in Zone and r i c h energy resources 
Kazakhstan also has to develop an agenda i n c lud ing a l l cu r r en t secur i ty issues 
for its cha i rmansh ip t e r m and consolidate democrat ic reforms inside the 
count ry demanded by the Western wor ld . Therefore, Kazakhstan's 
chairmanship presents impor tant opportunit ies, at the same time significant 
challenges as well. This paper focuses on these opportunit ies and challenges as 
wel l as Kazakhstan's long journey to take over the OSCE's chairmanship i n 2010. 

Keywords: the Organization for Security and Cooperation, OSCE, Central 
Asia, Kazakhstan , Security 

INTRODUCTION 

The Organizat ion for Securi ty and Cooperat ion i n Europe (OSCE) was 
created to serve as the mu l t i l a t e r a l f o r u m for dialogue and negot iat ion between 
the East and West w i t h key commi tments on po l i t i co-mi l i tary , economic and 
env i ronmenta l and h u m a n r ights issues on w h i c h agreement was reached on 
the He l s ink i F ina l Act signed on Augus t 1, 1975. The organizat ion ma in l y 
funct ioned as a series of meetings and conferences b u i l t on and extended the 
par t i c ipa t ing States ' commi tments . OSCE tha t f i rst appeared on the po l i t i ca l 
stage i n the Cold War era as a f o r u m for negot iat ions and d ip lomacy for 
conferences a imed at m in im i z i ng the disputes between the m i l i t a r y blocks for 
increas ing secur i ty i n Europe has today t u r n e d in to a po l i t i ca l Euras i an F o r u m 
func t i on ing i n l ine w i t h the pr inc ip les of the UN organizat ion, t ak ing decisions 
t h r o u g h "consensus" as a pr inc ip le and conduc t ing activit ies on a vast 
geographical area. 1 

The organizat ion forms the largest regional secur i ty organizat ion i n the 
wo r l d w i t h 56 par t i c ipa t ing states f rom Europe, Cent ra l Asia and Nor th 
America. The organizat ion is a p r imary i n s t r u m e n t for wa rn ing , confl ict 
prevent ion, crisis management and post-conf l ict r ehab i l i t a t i on deal ing w i t h 
three d imens ions of secur i ty - the po l i t i co -mi l i tary , the economic and 
env i ronmenta l and the h u m a n d imens ion , w h i c h are also referred to as three 
baskets on the OSCE, w h i c h addresses the wide range of securi ty-re lated 
concerns, i n c lud ing a rms contro l , confidence - and - secur i ty bu i l d ing 
measures, h u m a n r ights , na t i ona l minor i t i es , democrat izat ion, pol ic ing, 
strategies, counte r - t e r ro r i sm, and economic and env i ronmenta l activit ies. 
Po l i t ico-mi l i tary d imens ion a ims at f o rmu la t ing mechanisms for confl ict 
prevent ion and reso lut ion whi le seeking to enhance m i l i t a r y secur i ty by 
p romot ing greater openness t ransparency and cooperation. The economic and 
env i ronmenta l d imens ion inc ludes the mon i t o r ing of developments a.mon^^ 
par t i c ipa t ing states whi le a ler t ing t h e m of anv threat of confl ict and assist ing 
the creat ion of economic and env i ronmenta l policies and related ini t iat ives to 
promote securi ty i n the OSCE region The h u m a n d imens ion a ims at ensur ing 
ful l resneot to h u m a n r ights and fundamenta l freedoms* abidmf? bv the ru le of 
law p romot ing the pr inc ip les of democracy by bu i l d ing s t rengthening and 

1 F a t i h Karaosmanoğlu, ' 2 1 . Yüzyılın Eşiğinde Türk Dış Politikası', içinde İdris B a l , (der.) 
İnsan Hakları amaçlı Türk Dış Politikası: Bir Faktör olarak AGİT İnsan Hakları Normları, 

(İstanbul: Al fa Yayınlan, 2001) , s. 70 
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protect ing democrat ic i n s t i tu t i ons , and p romot ing tolerance th r oughou t the 
OSCE area.2 McKenzie and Rupp stated tha t OSCE reflects the challenges 
facing mu l t i l a t e r a l cooperat ion i n new era. The members of OSCE have 
commi t t ed themselves to promote secur i ty operat ion. 3 Freire ment ioned tha t 
post 9 / 1 1 , most of the countr ies were concerned about the t e r ro r i sm issues 
and OSCE was no exception i n focusing on the need to respond to t e r ro r i sm as 
a source of ins tab i l i t y and an obstacle to the spread of democrat izat ion and 
ru le of law pr inc ip l es . 4 The field miss ion groups w h i c h are cur r en t l y active on a 
to ta l of 18 dif ferent regions, w h i c h provide suppor t i n es tab l i shment of 
susta inable po l i t i ca l bodies and creat ion of an active c iv i l society i n the 
countr ies t ha t have recently swi tched to democracy as we l l as i n border 
observations, crisis prevent ion and batt le against h u m a n t ra f f i ck ing and 
co r rup t i on are the most evident example of th is 5 

Accord ing to Chandler , the organizat ion was the only in t e rna t i ona l f o r u m 
tha t defined respect for h u m a n r ights as an essential factor for i n t e rna t i ona l 
secur i ty and not a pure ly domestic concern. The connect ing of three baskets 
along w i t h the inc lus i on of h u m a n r ights i n the He l s ink i Act provided 
impl i ca t ions tha t h u m a n r ights cou ld no longer be defined as an i n t e rna l 
af fair . 6 

However, since the late 1980s, the OSCE has in t roduced m u c h more 
detai led rules ampl i fy ing and clar i fy ing the i r mean ing and scope. 7 I n th is 
per iod, the r i sks r esu l t ing f r om asymmetr ic threats were ra ther focused on and 
the interstate secur i ty issues were left i n the background. Because the USSR to 
have been considered as the m a i n threa t i n the Cold War era no longer exists 
and so, the issue of inter-states secur i ty is not of p r imary importance. However, 
th i s new threa t considerat ion was not reciprocated i n the same way f rom the 
respect of the Russ ian Federation. As a resul t of the non-confidence 
env i ronment tha t emerged as u p o n new expansion in tent ions of NATO towards 
borders of the Russ ian Federat ion and the agreement for deployment of the 
radars belonging to missi le defense system tha t was signed by the Czech 
Republ ic and Poland w i t h USA i n Ju l y -Augus t 2010 and t h a t w i l l become 

2 OSCE, Facts and Figures, h t tp : //www.osce . o r g/abou t/19298 .h tm l , (Access Date: 5 
A p r i l 2010) 

3 Mary M . McKeznie, R i chard E. R u p p , The promise a n d real i ty o f Eu ropean secur i ty 
cooperat ion: states, interests , a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s ' içinde, Mary M . McKenzie, Peter H . 
Loedel, (ed.) The Organization of Security and Cooperation in Europe: Institutional Reform 

and Political Reality, (USA: Greenwood Pub l i sh ing Group , 1998), s. 119 
4 M a r i a Raque l Freire, The OSCE's post-September 11 agenda, a n d Cen t ra l Asia ' , Global 

Society, Vo l . 19, No. 2, A p r i l , 2005 , s. 189-190 
s Center for Strategic & I n t e r n a t i o n a l S tud i es/ Ins t i tu t e for New Democracies, 'Policy Br i e f 

Nr .5 : Ka zakhs t an and the OSCE H u m a n D imens ion ' , Report by Margarita Assenova; 

Natalie Zajicova; Januzs Bugajski; Kona Teleki, 19 November 2009 , s.2 
6 Dav id Chandler , 'E thn i c i t y a n d Democracy i n the New Europe ' içinde K a r l Cordel l , (ed.) 

The OSCE And The Internationalisation of National Minority Rights, (London: Routledge, 
1999), s.62 

7 Ibid, s.63 
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operative i n 2 0 1 2 8 , Russia has u l t imate l y declared i n 2007 to have suspended 
the " T r ea ty on Convent iona l Armed Forces i n Europe " a imed at decreasing 
reciprocal ly the convent ional weapons i n Europe, w h i c h was signed between 
the Soviet Un i on and NATO countr ies i n 1990 and renewed i n 1999 fol lowing 
collapse of the Soviet Union.9 

The confl icts t ha t occurred i n the Caucasus after t ha t date revealed tha t 
the securi ty was very susceptible i n Europe; geopol i t ical problems prevented 
compromis ing on a common g r o u n d i n regard to secur i ty i n Europe due to 
"rec iprocal non-confidence". Th is was p u t forward on J u n e 28, 2009 by 
Bakoyannis , the Greek Min is te r of Foreign Affairs, w h o chaired the session at 
the f irst Unoff ic ial Meet ing of Min is ters of Foreign Affairs of the Organizat ion for 
Security and Cooperat ion i n Europe, and i t was expressed tha t "a new 
incent ive" was needed for p l ann ing the secur i ty of Europe i n the f u t u r e . 1 0 The 
f ina l development about th is was experienced at th is OSCE foreign min is ters 
meet ing on the Greek Is land of Cor fu, where the min is ters discussed the issue 
of European secur i ty challenges by t ak ing concrete steps i n order to restore 
confidence, w h i c h is also k n o w n as "Cor fu Process". The Cor fu Process was 
i m p o r t a n t as i t was at th i s venue tha t the min is ters of foreign affairs f r om 
OSCE countr ies met to discuss the issues re la t ing to cur r en t challenges and 
fu ture perspectives of the c o m m o n indiv is ib le comprehensive and cooperative 
security. 1 1 The min is ters concurred tha t t r ad i t i ona l secur i ty p rob lem along 
w i t h new challenges and threats l ike nrotracted confl icts e thnic tensions 

C l l c l l l C I l g C S c t l l U U l l C d . l t > 11K.C p i U L l c t C L C U C U I 1 1 1 1 C I S , C U 1 I 1 1 C I C I 1 S 1 U I 1 S , 

protect ion of fundamenta l nr inc in les of h u m a n r ights economic crisis energv 
secur i ty etc shou ld be dealt w i t h i n a comprehensive coherent and 
coo r a t i m a n n e r 

The rjarticirjatiniz states i n Corfu Process commit ted 
memseives to ensur ing a prea ic iao e, rename, económica ry accepiaoie, 
commerc ia l ly sound ana env i ronmenta l ly inena i y energy supply , acnievea oy 
means oi long- term contracts. 1 ne o o n u Process nas Duiit a p i a t i o r m lor stocK 
taKing purpose wne r em par t i c ipa t ing states can re Dmid tne i r t r u s t discuss tne 
issues related to secur i ty ot members ot U b L t m Europe and otner energy-
related i ssues . 1 2 

s Serdar E r d u r m a z , 'Bir Yıldır Toplanamayan NATO-Rusya Konseyi Haziran Ayında Yeni­

den Toplandı: NATO, Rusya ile Uyum Sağlayabilecek mi?', h t t p : / / w w w . 
t u r k s a m . o r g / t r / a l 7 0 4 . h t m l , (Access Date : 1 A p r i l 2010) 

5 Voice o f Amer ica , 'Rusya Silah Anlaşmasını Askıya Aldı', h t t p : / / w w w l . 
voanews . com/turk i sh/news/a -17 -2007-12 -12 -voa22-88058667 .h tml?modda te=2007-
12-12, (Access Date: 1 A p r i l 2010) 

1 0 OSCE, 'The opening remarks of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, Greek Foreign Minister 

Dora Bakoyannis, at the Corfu Informal Meeting of OSCE Foreign Ministers', 

ht tp ://www.osce .o rg/documents/c io/2009/06/38506_en .pd f , (Access Date : 3 A p r i l 
2010) 

1 1 OSCE Press Release, 'Corfu Process' launched to take European security dialogue 

forward, says OSCE Chairperson', h t tp ://www.osce . o rg/ i t em/38493 .h tml , (Access 
Date : 3 A p r i l 2010) 

12 OSCE, 'Corfu Informal Meeting of OSCE Foreign Ministers on the Future of European 

Security Chair's Concluding Statement to the Press', 2009 , s. 1-2 

http://UllCd.lt
http://www
http://turksam.org/tr/al704.html
http://wwwl
http://voanews.com/turkish/news/a-
http://www.osce.org/documents/cio/2009/06/38506_en.pdf
http://www.osce.org/item/38493.html
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KAZAKHSTAN AS CHAIRMAN- IN -OFF ICE : R E A S O N S 

I n such per iod d u r i n g w h i c h i m p o r t a n t decisions were t aken i n regard to 
expanding the act iv i ty field of the organizat ion, Kazakhstan has assumed the 
t e r m cha i rmansh ip of the OSCE by J a n u a r y 1, 2010. Though Kazakhstan is 
indicated as the leader country of Cent ra l Asia w i t h the economical g r ow th i t 
has shown since i t has gained independence and w i t h its mu l t i - l a t e ra l i t y policy 
i n d ip lomat ic re lat ions i t has been fol lowing, the count ry is s t rugg l ing w i t h a lot 
of social and po l i t i ca l problems caused by a l l these positive developments as 
we l l as by the sharp t rans format ions experienced i n the economical life. 
However, the stable env i ronment promoted by bo th the economical 
development based on energy exportat ion and the relatively l i be r ta r i an po l i t i ca l 
life a l lowing a cer ta in movement area to the opposi t ion part ies and m u l t i - p a r t y 
order contrary to other Centra l As ian countr ies as we l l as Kazakhstan 's 
a t t i tude open to developing the regional cooperat ion has spaced the gate of a 
d ip lomacy movement extending to the t e r m cha i rmansh ip of OSCE. 1 3 

Kazakhs tan sought the pos i t ion of OSCE Chairman- in-Of f ice for var ious 
reasons i n c lud ing enhanced securi ty and na t i ona l prestige as i t is the f irst 
post-Soviet count ry and the f irst p redominant l y M u s l i m count ry and the f irst i n 
the Centra l Asia to be en t rus ted w i t h the responsib i l i ty of ensur ing secur i ty to 
a l l the member countr ies of OSCE. As tana adopts an agenda w h i c h reflects 
Eurasia 's mu l t i p l e secur i ty threats and OSCE's capacity to serve as an effective 
secur i ty organizat ion. Kazakhstan sought th is pos i t ion i n order to alleviate the 
threats to i ts own securi ty and at the same t ime to enhance the securi ty of b o t h 
Cent ra l Asia and Europe. W i t h regard to the close p rox im i t y to As ian countr ies , 
as i t is s i tuated i n Centra l Asia, the count ry w o u l d be able to negotiate w i t h the 
countr ies posing challenges and securi ty threats to the member states of OSCE 
t h r o u g h t r ansna t i ona l organized cr ime and d r u g t r a f f i ck ing . 1 4 Kanat 
Saudabeyev Secretary of State/ Min is te r for Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan 
whi l e speaking as Cha.irixia.n~m~Office stated tha t the na t i on w o u l d make 
efforts to cont r ibute to the reso lut ion on protracted confl icts s t rengthen ing of 
coord inat ion between the Turkmen is tan -based Un i t ed Nations Regional Centre 
for Preventive Dip lomacy for Centra l Asia and OSCE field presence involvement 
n f O ^ P F i n Q t a n i l i V a t i n n n f A f a V i a n i c t a n h\\T f n m c ; i n a i t c : a t t p n t i n n n n t n p 
U l Vw/O 111 o L d U l l l Z i d L 1UI 1 U l / " i l ^ l l c l l l l o L c L I l Uy 1 U L L l o l l l g , 1 Lo d. L LC11L1U11 U l l L11C 

country 's border w i t h its Cent ra l As ian neighbors were the top pr ior i t ies d u r i n g 
t n p i r t p r m n f r ' V i a i r m i i n Q V i i n i n t n p n f f i V p rwxTf*\Tf*r it i c a Q Q i i m p H t n a t H p a l i n c r 

men Leim oi c i i an inaiifaiiip m me oince. noweve i , i l it, assumed u i a i deal ing w i t h A f o " h p n i ^ t p n w m 11H n n t b p p a Q i ' p r t n t h p " R n r n n p f l n c m m t r i p ^ p n H t h p i c c i i p w i u i mgi id i i i fa id i i wou ld n o i ue edfaiei 1 0 uie r ,u i opean cou i imet , and 
f i i v n T Q TCP 7 A l ~ n Q t p n o c it I * Q p p f i p i b l p n f n p c n t i p t i n e t p f r r i Q w i t n it*s A / T i i Q l i m 

lavors ivazaKnsian as capaoie oi negouaung terms w i m 
ne ighbor ing countr ies . 

Fu r the r i t is unders tood f r om the s tatement of fu ture Cha i rman- in-Of ­
fice, Mr. Kanat Saudabeyev, t ha t i t is capable of mobi l i z ing funds and suppor t 

is H a l u k A l k a n , K a z a k h Pol i t ica l System Between the E l i t es ' Compe t i t i on a n d 
Au tho r i t a t i v e I n s t i tu t i ona l i s a t i on ' , Central Asia an Caucasia Studies, Vo l :2 , No.4, 2007 , 
s.1-2 

14 CSIS Policy Paper o f the US Kazakhs t an OSCE Task Force, 'Kazakhstan 's OSCE 
C h a i r m a n s h i p ; Challenges a n d Oppor tun i t i e s ' , Report by Marga r i t a Assenova ve 
J a n u s z Buga j sk i , 2009 , s. v i - 1 

http://Cha.irixia.n~
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f rom the OSCE nat ions to help A fghanis tan, w h i c h is a t e r ro r - s t ruck country , 
i n areas such as the prov is ion of fertil izer as we l l as ag r i cu l tu ra l and 
cons t ruc t i on equipment . I t is fur ther stated tha t Kazakhs tan in tends to p u t fu l l 
use of i ts capabi l i t ies coupled w i t h the potent ia l of OSCE nat ions. The na t i on 
sought the cha i rmansh ip as i t in tended to tolerance and i n t e r c u l t u r a l dialogue 
as on the major pr io r i t y on the basis of i ts experience i n ensur ing las t ing peace 
and accord i n its mu l t i - e thn i c and m u l t i - f a i t h country . The reason for b idd ing 
for the pos i t ion, t h o u g h i t had earl ier made a b id , i n va in ; as i t had more f i t t ing 
de f in i t ion of the country 's focus d u r i n g its t e r m i n the office t ha t is based on 
f ou rT ' s - t rus t , t rad i t i ons , t ransparency and to lerance . 1 5 

Kazakhstan w h i c h is a Centra l As ian country , the f irst na t i on to be 
appointed as Chairman- in-Of f ice f rom th is region has close p rox imi t y to the 
other M u s l i m countr ies l ike Pak is tan, A fghanis tan, etc. where ter ror is t 
operat ions and h u m a n tra f f i ck ing are h igh . A n d as the OSCE promotes three 
baskets targeted towards securi ty , h u m a n i t a r i a n and env i ronmenta l issues, 
Kazakhstan sought the pos i t ion on basis of i ts capabil i t ies to enter in to 
negot iat ions w i t h the M u s l i m countr ies and provide a id and assistance i n these 
reg ions . 1 6 

KAZAKHSTAN 'S APPOINTMENT - C I R C U M S T A N C E S 

The appo in tment of Kazakhstan has been quest ioned by many i n view of 
its failed a t tempts to b i d for the office. A l t h o u g h the OSCE decision to award 
the cha i rmansh ip to Kazakhstan i n 2010 underscores a growing recognit ion of 
the country 's regional and cont inenta l impor tance w h i c h is a strategic l i n c h p i n 
i n the vast Centra l Asia, a region w h i c h is r i c h i n energy resources and 
potent ia l gateway for commerce and communica t i ons between Europe and 
Asia, the appo in tment of Kazakhstan as Chairman- in-Of f ice was s t i l l a 
controvers ia l one . 1 7 Accord ing to H u m a n Rights Wa t ch (HRW), the decision to 
appo int Kazakhstan was controvers ia l because of i ts poor performance i n 
adher ing to the OSCE pr inc ip les of h u m a n r ights , w h i c h was also the reason 
for its failed bids earl ier i n 2005 and 2006. I t is fur ther stated tha t the 
government has showed no signs of improvement and addi t iona l ly events of 
con t inuous deter iorat ion were reported and documented by HRW. A n d 
moreover the Kazakh govern me n i " reiected the efforts of h u m a n r ights srou.13 s 
and po l i t i ca l oppos i t ion to Dress for expanded h u m a n r ights and freedoms 
guaranteed by the in t e rna t i ona l agreements and Kazakhstan 's own 
cons t i tu t i on The government has also ignored c r i t i c i sm and ideas submi t t ed by 
c iv i l societv w i t h regard to legal reforms and had failed to in t roduce mean ing fu l 

reforms guarantee ing r ights i n kev areas such as freedom of ' expression 
g u a i a m e e m g i i g n i b Key a ieas , b u u i as, n e e u o m o i e A p i e b b i o n , 

freedom of assembly freedom of rel ig ion and access to legal counsel The 

is Un i t ed Nat ions Secur i ty Counc i l D e p a r t m e n t o f Publ ic In f o rmat i on , 'Stronger Role in 

European Security, Better Cooperation with United Nations among key priorities for 

Regional body, Incoming Chair Tells Security Council', New York, 5 February 2010-
SC/9857 

16 Assenova ve Bugajski , 'Kazakhstan's OSCE Chairmanship; Challenges and Opportunities', 

s.7 
1 7 Ibid, s.vi 
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par t i c ipa t ing states showed concern over the h u m a n r ights and freedom of 
media i n the region as media outlets and j ou rna l i s t s are faced w i t h constant 
threat of lawsui ts and c r ipp l ing defamat ion penalties. T h o u g h the government 
had made cer ta in amendments for media reforms, they d id not address the 
broader problems of dom ina t i on by government loyal ists, threats and 
harassment against independent j ou rna l i s t s , prohib i t ive penalt ies for 
defamat ion, e tc . 1 8 The member states differed on the i r op in ion w i t h regard to 
the appo in tment of Kazakhstan as Chairman- in-Of f ice for the next t e r m w i t h 
Un i t ed States and European Un i on expressing concern over the Kazakhstan 's 
capabi l i ty and feared tha t i t m i gh t compromise on the OSCE's suppor t for 
democrat ic pr inc ip les based on three baske ts . 1 9 HRW reports t ha t i n t e rna t i ona l 
actors i n OSCE inc lud ing Uni ted States, European U n i on and the OSCE's 
representative on freedom of the media expressed concerns regarding the 
adopt ion of the in te rne t law the sentencing of the i ourna l i s t s and fair t r a i l 
v i o l a t i ons .^ However Kazakhstan received s t rong suppor t f r om Russia who 
threatened to effectively unrave l the OSCE i f i t was not selected for the 
cha i rmansh ip 2 1 Lavrov Russ ian Foreign Min is te r vis"orouslv targeted the 
negative tendencies i n the evo lut ion of OSCE w h i c h happened at the c ruc ia l 
t ime i n the European history addressing the c ommon securi ty problems of 
Eu rone The min i s t e r out l ined the problems of Kosovo and the 
j—J L I 1 \J l*J\^t ± ±±\^ l l l l l l l O L ^ l \J L I L l l l \A. L I 1 ^ L / l ^ l l l O U l X i . U O U V \J CL1 J.LJ. L I 1 ^ L I ^ CL L y \J± L 

c o n v e n t i o n a l a r m s i n F n r n n e a n d h i c rhKahteH t h e a n n l i r a t i n n o f K a z a k h s t a n 

wnose appl icat ion lor me p romot i on to cna i rmansn ip was oacKea ay ^ ™e ^ 
^ ° ™ m ° n W e a l m O I l n a e P e n a e n t ^ t e s j countr ies cons t i tu t ing one m m an tne 

, , countr ies ana encounterea tne approacn promoted Dy cer ta in memoer 
states to aety tne selection oi Kazaknstan m a t lea to v io la t ion oi U b o t s 
pr inc ip le ol equal i ty i ne Russ ian government represented by Lavrov, strongly 
advocated for the selection oi cha i rmansh ip oi K a z a k h s t a n . 2 2 

B u t i n th is case the prob lem cannot be defined as v io la t ion of OSCE's 
pr inc ip le of equal ity. For instance as Dan iyar Kanaf in cited, the document of 
OSCE conference on the h u m a n d imens ion adopted i n Moscow on October 3, 
1991 specifically states tha t the par t i c ipa t ing states w i l l respect the 
in te rnat iona l l y recognized s tandards re la t ing to the independence of judges and 
legal pract i t ioners ensur ing its guarantee and enshr ined i n the cons t i tu t i on or 
the law of the c o u n t r y . 2 3 B u t un for tunate l y , the independence of j u d i c i a l 

is H u m a n Rights W a t c h , Ten Questions of Kazakhstan and the OSCE Chairmanship, 25 
Kasım 2009 , h t tp ://www.hrw .o rg/en/news/2009/11/25/ t en -ques t i ons -kazakhs tan -
and-osce -cha i rmansh ip , (Erişim Tarihi: 1 N i san 2010) 

1 9 Assenova ve Buga jsk i , 'Kazakhstan's OSCE Chairmanship; Challenges and Opportunüie', 

S.Vl 
20 H u m a n Rights Watch , Ten Questions of Kazakhstan and the OSCE Chairmanship' 

21 Assenova ve Buga jsk i , 'Kazakhstan's OSCE Chairmanship; Challenges and Opportunities', 
S.Vl 

22 V r e m y a Novostei, How Kazakhstan became the OSCE Chairman, Cen t ra l As ia News, 03 
December 2007 , h t tp ://enews . f e rghana . ru/ar t i c l e .php? id=2253 , (Access Date : 17 Ma­
yıs 2010) 

23 D a n i y a r Kana f in , ' C r im ina l Jus t i c e Reform i n Kazakhs tan a n d OSCE Commi tmen t s ' , 
Security and Human Rights, No. 1, 2009 , s. 56 

http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/
http://enews.ferghana.ru/article.php?id=2253
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system i n Kazakhstan is exploited w i t h regard to c r i m i n a l procedures, the 
representatives of the j ud i c i a r y are suppressed by po l i t i ca l powers and have 
several compla ins per ta in ing to m i n i m a l w o r k i n g condi t ions, low salaries, poor 
social benefits, insuf f ic ient re t i rement benefits, f inanc ia l challenges, etc. 
However assuming tha t values of developed countr ies w i l l impac t positively on 
the Kazakh government, Cha i rmansh ip of OSCE is a h is tor ic chance w h i c h 
provides Kazakhstan an u l t imate oppor tun i t y to b u i l d a fair and law-governed 
state where independent , objective and i mpa r t i a l courts w i l l be guard ing 
h u m a n r ights and democrat ic freedoms. 24 

Responding to the concerns of OSCE par t i c ipa t ing states, Kazakhstan 
Foreign Min is te r Mara t Tahz in , whi le b idd ing for the cha i rmansh ip for 2010 , 
pledged tha t Kazakhstan wou ld take several re form steps i n a l l the three 
baskets of OSCE before assuming the cha i rmansh ip w h i c h inc luded the 
amendment of med ia law, reforms i n election law, and l ibera l izat ion of 
reg is trat ion process for po l i t i ca l parties.25 

Fur the rmore , as ment ioned i n the art icle of N u r s u l t a n Nazarbayev 
pub l i shed on the news por ta l NewEurope, Kazakhs tan has p u t i n place the 
"Nat iona l H u m a n Rights Ac t ion Plan 2009-2012"26 i n order to enable 
imp lementa t i on of the democrat ic values concordant w i t h the fundamenta l 
values of OSCE. W i t h i n the f ramework of th is p l an , i t is proposed to modernize 
the legal arrangements i n Kazakhstan i n connect ion w i t h mass 
commun i ca t i on , local governments, po l i t i ca l part ies and elections i n 
accordance w i t h the " H u m a n Rights"-related expectations of OSCE. 2 7 I n 
add i t i on , Kanat Saudabayev, the T e rm C h a i r m a n of OSCE and also the Kazakh 
Min is te r of Foreign Affairs, declared i n the statement he made fol lowing t a k i n g 
over the du ty t ha t the Corfu Process prescr ib ing to expand the responsibi l i ty of 
OSCE w i l l be cont inued ; and ind icated tha t the struggles for increas ing 
tolerance and m u t u a l sympathy and tha t the balance w i l l be ensured between 
the three p i l lars - Mi l i tary/Po l i t i ca l Economica l/Env i ronmenta l and H u m a n 
D imens ion — w h i c h determine the act iv i ty fields of OSCE 2 S 

As a resul t of these latest advances, European nat ions suppor ted the 
appo in tment of Kazakhstan as Chairman- in-Of f ice at OSCE. A t the UN 6 2 6 8 t h 

Securi ty Counc i l Meet ing Aus t r i a welcomed the Kazakh's cha i rmansh ip tha t 
in tended to advance to OSCE's c on t r i bu t i on to non-pro l i f e rat ion i n connect ion 
w i t h the sanct ions regime set out i n Securi ty Counc i l reso lut ion and to the 

24 Ibid, s .60-61 

25 Andrea Berg, Kazakhstan, an Atmosphere of quiet Repression: Freedom of Religion, 

Assembly and Expression in Kazakhstan, (New York: H u m a n Rights W a t c h , 2008) , s.5 

26 Planın t a m m e t n i için bkz. OSCE Kazakhs t an 2010 , National Human Rights Action Plan 

of the Republic of Kazakhstan 2009-2012, h t t p : / / w w w . k a z a k h s t a n -
osce . o rg/con ten t/na t i ona l -human- r i gh ts -ac t i on -p lan - r epub l i c -kazakhs tan-2009-2012 

27 N u r s u l t a n Nazarbayev, The destiny and potential of the OSCE, New Europe , 7 M a r c h 
2010 , h t tp ://www.neurope . eu/ar t i c l e s/99483 .php , (Access Date : 24 M a r c h 2010) 

28 OSCE, Statement by The Chairman-in-office of The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, HE. Mr. Kanat Saudabayev, Secretary Of State Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of The Republic of Kazakhstan at The United Nations Security Council, 5 
February 2010 , New York, s.2 

http://www.kazakhstan-
http://osce.org/content/national-human-rights-action-plan-republic-kazakhstan-2009-20
http://osce.org/content/national-human-rights-action-plan-republic-kazakhstan-2009-2012
http://www.neurope.eu/articles/99483.php
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protect ion of A fghanis tan borders. Un i t ed K ingdom cited the appo in tment of 
Kazakhstan as cha i rmansh ip m a r k i n g a milestone as the pos i t ion w o u l d 
promote the pr inc ip les of h u m a n r ights , fundamenta l freedoms, democracy and 
the ru le of law i n the region and provides an oppor tun i t y to the count ry to 
prove its leadership i n the region. France suppor ted the appo in tment of Kazakh 
as c h a i r m a n for OSCE, too, i n view of i ts efforts i n Afghanistan. Turkey stated 
tha t election of Kazakhstan was the resul t of t ha t country 's effort to b u i l d 
stable and mode rn state, t h u s c on t r i bu t i ng to regional s t ab i l i t y . 2 9 As can be 
seen however whi le acknowledging the problems w i t h Kazakhstan 's adherence 
to the pr inc ip les of l ibera l democracy, the governments of par t i c ipa t ing states 
hope tha t the appo in tment as C h a i r m a n to the organizat ion w i l l encourage the 
count ry towards the s tandards of l ibera l democracy as we l l as l i f t effectiveness 
of OSCE's inf luence i n the former Soviet b lock 3 0 The par t i c ipa t ing states of 
OSCE welcomed the appo in tment as i t promoted oppor tuni t i es to formulate a 
European fo rm of development as we l l subs tan t i a l policies for secur i ty 
energy and h u m a n r ights i n and a r o u n d Eurone alone w i t h the Cent ra l As ian 
coun t r i e s . 3 i 

KAZAKHSTAN'S CHAIRMANSHIP: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
F R O M RUSSIAN, E U AND USA P E R S P E C T I V E 

T h o u g h the appo in tment of Kazakhs tan as the Chairman- in-Of f ice is a 
milestone for the country , the pos i t ion holds great responsib i l i ty of ensur ing 
s tab i l i ty and securi ty i n the region and i n the par t i c ipa t ing states of the OCSE. 
The f irst f rom the Cent ra l Asia, Kazakhstan faces many challenges and 
oppor tuni t i es d u r i n g its cha i rmansh ip at OSCE f rom var ious corners. Socor 
ment ioned tha t the challenges are d a u n t i n g to any cha i r ing c o u n t r y . 3 2 

Fur the rmore , Kazakh government had l aunched a p rog ram named 'Road to 
Europe ' to prepare the count ry for economic development, po l i t i ca l 
modern iza t ion , social securi ty and to s t rengthen Kazakhstan 's in t e rna t i ona l 
al l iances oppor tun i t i es , t ha t w i l l come along w i t h the OSCE c h a i r m a n s h i p . 3 3 

Kazakhs tan faces two challenges as i t prepares to serve as the Cha i rman- in¬
Office w h i c h inc ludes developing a compel l ing agenda for its cha i rmansh ip and 

2" Un i t ed Nat ions Secur i ty Counc i l D e p a r t m e n t o f Publ ic In f o rmat i on , 'Stronger Role in 

European Security, Better Cooperation with United Nations among key priorities for 

Regional body, Incoming Chair Tells Security Council', New York, 5 February 2010-
SC/9857, s.3-8 

so J o h n s Hopk ins Un ivers i t y Cent ra l As ia-Caucasus I n s t i t u t e & S i lk Road Studies Prog­
r a m , 'Kazakhstan a n d the New I n t e r n a t i o n a l Pol i t ics o f Euras ia ' , by R i chard Weitz, J u l y 
2008 , s.15 

31 Nei l J . Me l v in , The European U n i o n , Kazakhs tan a n d the 2010 OSCE C h a i r m a n s h i p ' , 
Security and Human Rights, Vo l . 20 , No. 1, M a r c h 2009 , s. 42-43 

32 V l a d i m i r Socor, K a z a k h s t a n poised o n to step in to the OSCE's Cha i rmansh ip ' , Eurasia 

Daily Monitor, Vo l . 6, No. 117, 2009 

33 Embassy o f the Republ ic o f Ka zakhs t an News B u l l e t i n , President Nazarbayev Delivers 

Annual State-Of-The-Nation Address, Announces Kazakhstan's <Road To Europe>, 8 

February 2008 , h t tp ://pros i t es -kazakhembus .homes tead .com/ NBSpec ia l l s sue . 
3 _ 0 2 0 8 0 8 . h t m l , (Access Date: 28 May 2010) 
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p u r s u i n g and conso l idat ing democrat ic reforms inside the country . However, 
the cha i rmansh ip presents i m p o r t a n t oppor tun i t i es to As tana and OSCE 
countr ies concerning securi ty , economy and h u m a n d imens ion . I t is necessary 
tha t securi ty challenges are addressed ma in l y i n Cent ra l Asia w h i c h is 
i m p o r t a n t for the in t e rna t i ona l interests of the Un i t ed States and its European 
allies w h i c h inc lude As ian securi ty , cont ro l l ing the Afghan borders, addressing 
t r ansna t i ona l t e r ro r i sm, organized cr ime and d r u g t ra f f i ck ing, energy securi ty , 
e tc . . 3 4 Accord ing to Melv in , the appo in tment of Kazakhstan as OSCE c h a i r m a n 
is i m p o r t a n t because apart f rom being Cent ra l As ian country , Kazakhstan 's 
cha i rmansh ip w i l l b r i ng new perspectives to the dif f icult ies con f ront ing the 
organizat ion b r ing ing balance i n the OSCE pol i t i ca l s t r u c t u r e . 3 5 

Accord ing to the Centre for Strategic and In t e rna t i ona l Studies (CSIS), 
the major challenge for Kazakhstan w o u l d be the future state of the Office of 
Democrat ic I ns t i tu t i ons and H u m a n Rights (ODIHR) contested by Russia and 
several CIS par t i c ipa t ing states. 3 6 Kazakhstan shares good re lat ion w i t h Russia 
and the candidacy of Kazakhstan was strongly advocated by Russ ian 
representative Levrov for the Chairman- in-Of f ice at OSCE. The engagement of 
Kazakhs tan l im i t s the p u r s u i t of Moscow's t ough policies towards OSCE. The 
m a i n challenge of Kazakhstan w o u l d be to pacify b o t h the Un i t ed States and 
Russ ian government whi l e cha i r ing the organizat ion and f o rmu la t ing policies 
for securi ty , economy and h u m a n d imens ion . Moscow hopes tha t As tana 2010 
could add some value f r om the Russ ian perspective against the background of 
the active p u r s u i t by Moscow. The Kazakh government has the oppor tun i t y to 
harmonize its re lat ions w i t h b o t h Russia and Western coun t r i e s . 3 7 Socor 
ment ioned tha t Moscow in tended OSCE to focus on the NATO's area of 
responsib i l i ty and suppor t for recast ing of securi ty arrangements whi le 
d i rec t ing the a t t ent ion of OSCE towards the West Russia suppor ted the 
campaign of Kazakhstan for chairman-in-of f ice threa ten ing the budget process 
so tha t i t cou ld ma.nirjula.te the cha i rmansh ip to nromote the Russ ian 
objectives i n the organizat ion w h i c h is an added challenge to Kazakhstan as 
defvine the Russ ian nolicv mav lead to comnl icat ions anions the b i la tera l ties 

Z w " 5 n 1 ! Z . wo r o Z t H P ; AT K ^ h ^ ^ l ^ ^ ^ ^Za^h 
oetween tnese two countr ies, a s Kazakhs tan was aireaay aeanng w i m 
cnanenges i r o m Moscow perspectives u m t e a states w m c n n a i also suppor ted 
tne content ion oi Kazakhstan lor tne pos i t ion at tne iv iaana min i s t e r i a l 
meet ing, a i tnougn unoff ic ial ly made a po l i t i ca l Bargain w i t n Kazakhstan^ 
thereby Kazakhstan commit ted to cont inue democrat ic progress and 
dissociated i tsel l I r o m Russ ian proposals A l t n o u g n Kazakhstan is an 
i m p o r t a n t in t e rna t i ona l par tner for the Un i t ed States - especially a key par tne r 

3+ Assenova ve Buga jsk i , 'Kazakhstan's OSCE Chairmanship; Challenges and Opportunities', 

s . l 

35 Me l v in , ibid., s.45 

36 Center for Strategic & I n t e r n a t i o n a l S tud i es/ Ins t i tu t e for New Democracies, "Policy 
Br i e f Nr .2 : Challenges to the OSCE Chairman- in-Of f i ce i n 2010 ' , Margarita Assenova, 

Natalie Zajicova Januzs Bugajski ve Rona Teleki, 11 J u n e 2009 , s. 1 

37 And r e i Zagorsk i , "Kazakhstan's C h a i r m a n s h i p : Challenges a n d Oppor tun i t i e s f r om the 
Moscow Perspective', Security and Human Rights, no . 1, 2009 , s.27-29 

3 8 Socor, ibid 
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on nonpro l i f e ra t ion - and the Kazakh government has cooperated w i t h Un i t ed 
States for more t h a n a decade on a host of projects to e l iminate the weapons of 
mass des t ruc t i on f r om Soviet era, the greatest challenges faced by the 
Kazakhstan d u r i n g its t e r m as Chairman-in-Of f ice at OSCE w i l l be 
in t e rna t i ona l re lat ions due to the difference of a t t i tude between Kazakhstan 
and Un i t ed States towards Russia where Kazakhstan 's policies are fo rmula ted 
w i t h i n t en t to preserve close re la t ionship w i t h Moscow. 3 9 Regarding European 
re lat ions, Me lv in states t ha t Kazakhstan 's g r ow th as an energy suppl ier and 
the country 's r i s ing profile i n the in t e rna t i ona l arena has resul ted i n more 
impor tance to developing re lat ions w i t h Kazakhstan f rom the EU perspective. 
Moreover the OSCE cha i rmansh ip is regarded as an i m p o r t a n t event i n 
fostering re lat ions between the two. The cha i rmansh ip also offers oppor tuni t i es 
for fu r the r development i n broader re la t ionship w i t h EU countr ies b u t the 
European Un i on w i l l need to develop a more proactive engagement 4 0 

These challenges also provide oppor tuni t i es to the Kazakh government to 
enhance regional cooperat ion i n Centra l Asia. Kazakhstan as C h a i r m a n - i n -
Office can pr ior i t ize enhanced cooperat ion on ant i -narcot ics and ant i - t ra f f i ck ing 
activit ies as we l l as fac i l i ta t ing cooperat ion on migra t ion . The challenges w i l l 
also help Kazakhstan to prove its power and leadership i n the region.*" 
Kazakhstan 's leadership and proactive approach i n p romot ing tolerance w i l l be 
an added value to its OSCE cha i rmansh ip . The cha i rmansh ip also provides 
oppor tun i t i es to promote gender balance, par t i c ipa t i on of women , suppor t 
coord inat ion between the ODIHR and the OSCE and improve the mechanisms 
for combat ing h u m a n traf f ick ing. The cha i rmansh ip also provides oppo r tun i t y 
to promote good governance at border crossing, w o r k on mig ra t i on and energy 
securi ty , b u i l d on and enhance the Corfu process, cont inue the dialogue on the 
future of European securi ty combat i l l i c i t t ra f f i ck ing i n narcot ic drugs counter 
t e r ro r i sm and other challenges of the mode rn age 4 2 

CONCLUSION 

A l t h o u g h many academics such as Rico Isaacs ment ioned tha t 
Kazakhstan , since the collapse of Soviet Un ion , had faded the hopes of 
democrat i zat ion and instead developed a u t h o r i t a r i a n state cont ro l i n the 
count ry ma in l y due to c u l t u r a l legacies such as t ak ing advantage of family 
bonds and k i n s h i p 4 3 , i n my op in ion i t was necessary tha t Kazakhstan got 

a? Assenova ve Buga jsk i , 'Kazakhstan's OSCE Chairmanship; Challenges and Opportunities', 

s.2-3 
4 3 Me l v in , ibid., s.42 
4 1 M a r g a r i t a Assenova, Natal ie Zajicova ve Januzs Buga j sk i , 'Policy Brief Nr.2: Challenges 

to the OSCE Chairman-in-Qffice in 2010', s. 1 
42 OSCE, Statement by The Chairman-in-office of The Organization for Security and 

Cooperation in Europe, H.E. Mr. Kanat Saudabayev, Secretary Of State Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of The Republic of Kazakhstan at The United Nations Security Council, 5 
February 2010 , New York, s.3-6 

4 3 Rico Isaacs, ' In f o rma l po l i t i cs a n d the u n c e r t a i n contex t o f t r a n s i t i o n : r ev i s i t ing early 
stage non-democra t i c deve lopment i n Kazakhs tan ' , Democratization, Vo l . 17, No. 1, 
February 2010 , s . l 
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awarded w i t h the Cha i rmansh ip as i t wou ld help at least to restore democracy 
i n the state w i t h the imp lementa t i on of three baskets of OSCE. Fur the rmore , 
due to the development tha t the content ion was suppor ted by Russia as we l l as 
Uni ted States and EU, a l l of the OSCE members were led to sanct ion the 
pos i t ion to Kazakhstan. 

The Kazakh government sought the cha i rmansh ip as i t had already 
a t tempted failed b id earlier i n 2005 and 2006 and promised to develop and 
formulate the policies per ta in ing to h u m a n d imens ion w i t h regard to freedom of 
expression and media. 4 4 

The t e r m cha i rmansh ip of OSCE has two fur ther i m p o r t a n t 
consequences besides the ab i l i ty of creat ing a positive effect towards the fact 
t ha t Kazakhstan keeps its promises i t has given about the i n t e rna l reforms as 
an OSCE country . F i rs t is t ha t i t is the f irst Centra l As ian and also a former 
Soviet U n i o n count ry w h i c h took the office of cha i rmansh ip of the organizat ion. 
Such a development w i l l const i tute an evidence for groundlessness of the 
reproofs as to t ha t the p r inc ipa l of equal i ty between the par t i c ipa t ing states is 
occasionally breached, w h i c h begun to be expressed frequently by Russia i n the 
recent years. I t is also probable t ha t as an eastern state, Kazakhstan br ings a 
dif ferent perspective on the problems encountered by the organizat ion. 

The cha i rmansh ip offers Kazakhstan along w i t h several oppor tuni t i es 
also several challenges to tackle. These are the issues re la t ing to h u m a n 
d imens ions , economic and env i ronmenta l challenges and securi ty issues w h i c h 
represent core areas and three baskets of OSCE tha t a ims to provide securi ty 
to the par t i c ipa t ing states s u c h as compel l ing dynamics s u c h as Kosovo, Sou th 
Ossetia and Abkhaz ia issues and issues such as Russia's role i n Euras ia , 
expansion of NATO, A fghanis tan and g lobal economical crisis. 

Threats s u c h as the fact t ha t the member states do not have a c ommon 
unde rs tand ing on the role of OSCE i n resolving the secur i ty issues i n Euras ia , 
tha t the member states cannot generate c ommon policies towards the 
separat ist movements suffered i n the countr ies i n OSCE region, weakness of 
the democrat ic s t ruc tures of the state agencies and societies i n the 
geographical area of the Ba lkans and old Soviet Un ion , and dif ferent percept ion 
of the democracy concept by the countr ies w h i c h are members of the 
organizat ion may also be added. 

T h o u g h the OSCE chairmen-in-of f ice do not have the power to p u t any 
decision in to practice alone by themselves, every chairman-in-of f ice determines 
the pr ior i t ies of the yearly studies of the organizat ion. Kazakhstan 's pr ior i t ies 
for th is p e r i o d 4 5 i n Pol i t ical and Mi l i t a ry Dimens ions are suppor t of pa r t i cu la r l y 
the Corfu Process, generat ion of so lut ions for regional problems and 
stabi l i zat ion of the cond i t i on i n Afghanistan. I n Economica l and Env i r onmenta l 

4 4 H u m a n Rights Wa t ch , Kazakhstan: OSCE Chairmanship Undeserved, 29 Kasım 2007 , 
h t t p : / / w w w . h r w . o r g / e n / n e w s / 2 0 0 7 / l l / 2 9 / k a z a k h s t a n - o s c e - c h a i r m a n s h i p -
undeserved, (Access Date: 5 A p r i l 2010 

4 5 OSCE, Statement by The Chairman-in-office of The Organization for Security and 

Cooperation in Europe, H.E. Mr. Kanat Saudabayev, Secretary Of State Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of The Republic of Kazakhstan at The United Nations Security Council, 5 
Feb rua ry2010 , New York, s.2-6 

http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2007/
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2007/ll/29/kazakhstan-osce-chairmanship-
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Dimens ions , i t is a imed to improve the t r ans i t - t r anspor t potent ia l and energy 
lines of Euras ia and to ensure the i r security. I n the f ramework of the h u m a n 
d imens ion , i t is a imed to improve i n general h u m a n r ights and fundamenta l 
l iberties, and s t r i v ing against intolerance and a l l k inds of d i sc r im ina t i on . 

However, Kazakhstan 's abi l i ty to achieve h igh l i ghts po inted i n i ts OSCE 
c h a i r m a n - i n - office agenda w i l l depend on several factors, i n c lud ing the state of 
the Euras i an economies, Kazakhstan 's success i n t r ans i t i on ing to a post-
Nazarbayev era of po l i t i ca l leaders and the policies of the other i m p o r t a n t 
countr ies engaged i n Centra l Asia and the Caspian region l ike Russia, Un i t ed 
States as we l l as the European Un ion . 

Despite a l l , Kazakhstan 's cha i rmansh ip of the OSCE i n 2010 w i l l affect 
the country 's asp irat ions to regional leadership and hopeful ly Kazakhstan 's 
leading role i n Euras ia w i l l serve as an in t e rna t i ona l endorsement of Astana's 
successful economic and po l i t i ca l reforms and the i r c on t r i bu t i on as a bridge 
between the former Soviet Republ ics and other OSCE members. 
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