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CHARTER OF PARIS FOR A NEW EUROPE
CSCE SUMMIT
Paris, 21 November 1990

A NEW ERA OF DEMOCRACY,
PEACE AND UNITY

We, the Heads of State or Government of the States participating in the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe, have assembled in Paris at a time of profound
change and historic expectations. The era of confrontation and division of Europe has
ended. We declare that henceforth our relations will be founded on respect and co-opera-
tion.

Europe is liberating itself from the legacy of the past. The courage of men and women,
the strength of the will of the peoples and the power of the ideas of the Helsinki Final
Act have opened a new era of democracy, peace and unity in Europe.

Ours is a time for fulfilling the hopes and expectations our peoples have cherished for
decades: steadfast commitment to democracy based on human rights and fundamental
freedoms; prosperity through economic liberty and social justice; and equal security for
all our countries.

The Ten Principles of the Final Act will guide us towards this ambitious future, just as
they have lighted our way towards better relations for the past fifteen years. Full imple-
mentation of all CSCE commitments must form the basis for the initiative we are now
taking to enable our nations to live in accordance with their aspirations.
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Human Rights, Democracy and Rule of Law

We undertake to build, consolidate and strengthen democracy as the only system of go-
vernment of our nations. In this endeavour, we will abide by the following:

Human rights and fundamental freedoms are the birthright of all human beings, are inali-
enable and are guaranteed by law. Their protection and promotion 1S the first responsibil-
ity of government . Respect for them is an essential safeguard against an over-mighty
State. Their observance and full exercise are the foundation of freedom, justice and
peace.

Democratic government is based on the will of the people, expressed regularly through
free and fair elections. Democracy has as its foundation respect for the human person
and the rule of law. Démocracy is best safeguard of freedom of expression, tolerance of
all groups of society, and equality of opportunity for each person.

Democracy, with its representative and pluralist character, entails accountability to the
electorate, the obligation of public authorities to comply with the law and justice admi-
nistered impartially. No one will be above the law.

We affirm that, without discrimination, every individual has the right to:

freedom of thought, conscience and religion or belief,
freedom of expression,

freedom of association and peaceful assembly,
freedom of movement;

no one will be:

subject to arbitrary arrest or detention,
subject to torture of other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,

everyone also has the right:

to know and act upon his rights,

to participate in free and fair elections,

to fair and public trial if charged with an offence,

to own propery alone or in association and to exercise individual enterprise,
to enjoy his economic, social and cultural rights.

We affirm that the ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity of national minorities
will be protected and that persons belonging to national minorities have the right freely
to express, preserve and develop that identity without any discrimination and in full
equality before the law.
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We will ensure that everyone will enjoy recourse to effective remedies, national or inter-
national, against any violation of his rights.

Full respect for these precepts is the bedrock on which we will seek to construct the new
Europe.

Our States will co-operate and support each other with the aim of making democratic
gains irreversible.

GUIDELINES FOR THE FUTURE

Proceeding from our commitment to the full implementation of all CSCE principles and
provisions, we now resolve to give a new impetus to a balanced and comprehensive de-
velopment of our co-operation in order to address the needs and aspirations of our peo-
ples.

Human Dimension

We declare our respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms to be irrevocable.

We will fully implement and build upon the provisions relating to the human dimension
of the CSCE.

Proceeding from the Document of the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference on the
Human Dimension, we will co-operate to strengthen democratic institutions and to pro-
mote the application of the rule of law. To that end, we decide to convene a seminar of
experts in Oslo from 4 to 15 November 1991.

Determined to foster the rich contribution of national minorities to the life of our socie-
ties, we undertake further to improve their situation. We reaffirm our deep conviction
that friendly relations among our peoples, as well as peace, justice, stability and democ-
racy, require that the ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity be protected and
conditions for the promotion of that identity be created. We declare that questions related
to national minorities can only be satisfactorily resolved in a democratic political frame-
work. We further acknowledge that the rights of persons belonging to national minorities
must be fully respected as part of universal human rights. Being aware of the urgent need
for increased co-operation on, as well as better protection of, national minorities, we de-
cidc to convene a meeting of experts on national minorities to be held in Geneva from 1
to 19 July 1991.
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We express our determination to combat all forms of racial and ethnic hatred, anti-semi-
tism, xenophobia and discrimination against anyone as well as persecution on religious
and ideological grounds.

In accordance with our CSCE commitments, we stress that free movement and contacts
among our citizens as well as the free flow of information and ideas are crucial for the
maintenance and development of free societies and flourishing cultures. We welcome in-
creased tourism and visits among our countries.

The human dimension mechanism has proved its usefulness, and we are consequently
determined to expand it to include new procedures involving, inter alia, the services of
experts or a roster of eminent persons experienced in human rights issues which could be
raised under the mechanism. We shall provide, in the context of the mechanism, for indi-
viduals to be involved in the protection of their rights. Therefore, we undertake to deve-
lop further our commitments in this respect, in paritcular at the Moscow Meeting of the
Conference on the Human Dimension, without prejudice to obligations under existing in-
ternational instruments to which our States may be parties.

We recognize the important contribution of the Council of Europe to the promotion of
human rights and the principles of democracy and the rule of law as well as to the devel-
opment of cultural co-operation. We welcome moves by several participating States to
join the Council of Europe and adhere to its European Convention on Human Rights. We

welcome as well the readiness of the Council of Europe to make its experience available
to the CSCE.

Migrant Workers

We recognize that the issues of migrant workers and their families legally residing in
host countries have economic, cultural and social aspects as well as their human dimen-
sion. We reaffirm that the protection and promotion of their rights, as well as the imple-
mentation of relevant international obligations, iS our common concern.

Non-governmental Organisations

We recall the major role that non-governmental organizations, religious and other
groups and individuals have played in the achievement of the objectives of the CSCE
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and will further facilitate their activities for the implementation of the CSCE commit-
ments by the participating States. These organizations, groups and individuals must be
involved in an appropriate way in the activities and new structures of the CSCE in order

to fulfil their important tasks.

The original of the Charter of Paris for a New Europe, drawn up in English, French, Ger-
man, Italian, Russian and Spanish, will be transmitted t0 the Government of the French
Republic, which will retain it.in its archives. Each of the participating Siates will receive
from the Government of the French Republic a true copy of the Charter of Paris.

The text of the Charter of Paris will be published in each participating State, which will
disseminate it and make it known as widely as possible.

The Government of the French Republic is requested to transmit to the Secretary-Gene-
ral of the United Nations the text of the Charter of Paris for a New Europe which 1s not
eligible for registration under Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations, with a
view to its circulation to all the members of the Organization as an official document of

the United Nations.

The Government of the French Republic is also requested to transmit the text of the
Charter of Paris to all the other international organizations mentioned in the text.

Wherefore. we, the undersigned High Representatives of the participating States, mind-
ful of the high political significance we attach to the results of the Summit Meeting, and
declaring our determination to act in accordance with the provisions we have adopted,

have subscribed our signatures below.



