Sebnem Ercebeci*

Balikesir- Sindirgi Halicilar Dernegi'nin diizenledigi
hali sergisi 11.11.1996 - 24.11.1996 tarihlerinde Ankara'da
Turkiye Odalar ve Borsalar Birli§i'nde gergeklestirilmistir.
Halilarin sergilenmesinin ve tanitilmasinin yanisira satisi
da yapilmistir.

Balikesir'e bagh Sindirgi ilgesi; ilin giineyinde,
kuzeyden merkez Dursunbey ve Bigadi¢, dogudan
Kitahya'nin Simav, Manisa'nin Demirci, Gordes, Akhisar,
batidan Manisa'nin Kirkagag ve Soma ilgeleriyle sinirlanmis
o6nemli hali merkezlerinden biridir, ilce ekonomisi tarim,
hayvancilik ve ormancilia dayanmaktadir. Tarim driinleri
ve canli hayvan ticareti halkin en énemli gecim kaynaklarini
olusturmaktadir. Hali, kilim, heybe dokumaciligi ézellikle
Tirk Hali Sanati cergevesinde 6zgun bir yere sahip olan
Yagcibedir halilariyla Gnltdir.

Balikesir-Sindirgr Halicilar Dernegdi 1990 yilinda
faaliyete gecmistir. Dernek Baskani Ahmet Can ile Uyeler
Cemal Kocatas, Niyazi Cavdar ve Mehmet Mumcu'dan
olusan bu dernegin kurulus amacinin; halidaki desen ve
kalite 6zelliklerini korumak, ydre halkini bu konuda
bilinclendirmek, hali dokuyanlari bir araya getirerek hem
sorunlarina, hem de ticari kaygilarina yardimci olarak
onderlik etmek, bdylece Tirk halicihgina katkida
bulunabilmek oldugu vurgulanmistir. Yurtiginde ve
yurtdisinda 6zellikle yéreye 6zgi Yagcibedir halilarinin
tanitilarak, kék boya Gretiminin saglamlastiriimasinin
gerekliligine dikkat cekilmektedir.

Yagcibedir Halilari, tabiatla icice yasayan Yoriklerin
yerlesik hayata gectikten sonra yarattiklari, dogaya 6zgi
motifleri iceren, glinimiizde de toplumumuzun duygu ve
disilince zenginligini, yasanti bigimlerini gdzler 6niine
seren Orneklerdir. Gicebe yasarken hergiin bir arada
oldugu unsurlari yaraticihgi ve 6zlemiyle ilmek ilmek
haliya aktarmislardir. Lacivert, koyu kirmizi (visne ¢iiriigi)
ve sivah olmak Uzere U¢ ana renge, sahip olan ve sik
dugum teknidi, kendine 6zgii motifleri, koyu renkleri ve
kisa havlan ile kolayca taninabilen 6zgun bir hali grubu
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Balikesir-Sindirgl Halilar1 Sergisi‘'nden 6rnek.
Samples from the Balikesir-Sindirgi exhibition.

olarak kabul edilmektedir.

Bu konuda 6zellikle dernek yetkilileri elden geldidince
uzmanlardan hali desenleri ve boyama konusunda yardim
alindigindan, yoredeki hali eksperlerinin fikir ve gorislerine
yer verildiginden sdz etmislerdir. Antik hah olarak
nitelendirdikleri érnekleri dokurken Kiiltiir Bakanhgi'nin
kataloglarina bagvurduklarini belirterek, her yil yérede
elde edilen Urlinleri pazarlamak ve Sindirgi ilgesinin sesini
duyurabilmek icin Ankara, Sakarya, Eskisehir, istanbul
ve izmir'de sergi agtiklarini séylemislerdir. Ayrica hali
trtnlerinin buyuk tlccarlara ve hali pazarlarina toptan
ihrag edildigine de dikkat ¢ekilmistir.

Yapilan goriisme sirasinda aldigimiz bilgilere gore;
® *Bagshakanlk Atatlirk Kiltur Merkezi Uzmani.

as ;1111



Exhibition of

Sebnem Ercebeci*

The carpet exhibition organised by the Balikesir-Sindirgi
Carpet Producers Association was held at the Union of
Chambers of Commerce of Turkey between November 11th
and November 24th, 1996. Besides the exhibition, carpets
were sold.

Sindirgi is a town of Balikesir located in the south of
this province, surrounded by Dursunbey and Bigadic to the
north; Simav of the county of Kiitahya, and the towns of
Demirci, Gordes and Akhisar of the county of Manisa to the
east, and the towns of Kirkaga¢ and Soma of Manisa to
the West. Sindirgi is a significant carpet centre. The economy
of the town is based on agriculture, raising cattle and
forestry. Agricultural products and stock breeding are the
major financial resources of the population. It is known for
the Yagcibedir carpet that has a unique place within the
world of Turkish carpets..

The association was established in 1990. The director
of this association, Ahmet Can, and the members Cemal
Kocatas, Niyazi Cavdar and Mehmet Mumcu, stated the
objectives of the foundation as follows: to preserve the
design and quality of the carpets, to make the people of
the region aware of carpet production, to assemble the
carpet producers in order to find solutions to their problems
especially their financial difficulties, and ultimately to contribute
to the commerce of Turkish carpets. This association is
promoting the Yagcibedir carpets throughout the country
and abroad, emphasising the necessity to uphold the root
dye production.

The Yagcibedir carpets have natural motifs created by
nomads living a pastoral life, after having settled down.
Today, the Yagcibedir carpets reflect the richness of our
society's feelings and emotions as well as its living style.
These carpets have three main colours: dark blue, dark red
and black. Their unique motifs, their dark colours, their
dense knot structure and their short piles make them an
easily distinguishable carpet of its kind.

The Association members stated that experts were

infim;
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Balikesir-Sindirgl Halilar1 Sergisi'nden 6rnek.
Samples from the Balikesir-Sindirgi exhibition.

* Specialist, Prime Ministry, Atatirk Culture Center.
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halinin ipliginin egirilmesinde hala kirman olayr devam
ediyor, bunun yanisira Balikesir ve Sindirgi'da kurulmus
olan iplik fabrikalarindan da iplik elde ediliyor. ipligin elde
edilmesi, boyanmasi, yikanmasi hepsi kendi imalatlaridir.
Her evde bir hali tezgéhi ile karsilasmak mumkiindir. En
fazla, Yagcibedir, Kars, Sirvan, Antik, Milas, Yorik adi
verilen drneklerin dokumasi yapiliyor. Dernege lye olanlar
halilarint dokuyup getiriyor. Dernek, bu halilarin
pazarlamasinda araci gorevi gortyor. Sindirgi'da Cumartesi
gunleri bir hali pazan kuruluyor.

Dernek yetkililerinden Cemal Kocatas "El Halisi saghk
acisindan gok 6nemlidir. Uzerinde yuriindiigiinde viicuttaki
elektrigi aliyor" derken el dokumasi halilarin bir baska
yoniine dikkatimizi ¢cekmektedir.

Bu sergiyi; 20.11.1996 tarihinde Devlet Bakanimiz
Sayin Isilay Saygin, Balikesir Milletvekili Sayin Baki Atac
ve Atatlirk Kiltir Merkezi Bagkani Sayin Sadik Tural
basin mensuplariyla beraber ziyaret etmislerdir.

Yapilan basin toplantisi sirasinda Devlet Bakani Isilay
Saygin, "Bu gun burada bir dernek catisi altinda toplanmis
olan Sindirgi halilarinin sergisinde bulunuyoruz. Bitiin
bu 6rnekler kiltir zenginliklerimizin bir gdstergesidir.
Balikesir yoremize baglh Sindirgi ilgesi Anadolu Tirk
haliciliginda hem dretimi, hem de érgitlenmesi bakimindan
onemli bir merkezdir. ilmek ilmek hiiznin, sevginin,
Gmidin ve hayallerin dile geldigi, kadinlarimizin el emegi,
g6z nuru olan halilarimiz, kilimlerimiz ge¢gmisimizden
gelecegimize uzanan bir kdpri gibidir. Kok boyalariyla
bizim nakislarimizi yasatan, ipin yikanmasindan,
egirilmesine ve dokunmasina kadar millT gelenekleri
koruyan, mihriimuzu tagtyan hali ve kilimlerimiz hepimizin
gurur kaynagidir" diyerek Yagcibedir halilarinin bugiin
yurtdisinda da hakl bir tine sahip oldugunu vurgulamistir.
Sergiyi gezerken yetkililerden bilgi alan Sayin Saygin; bu
halilarin en kisa zamanda kataloglarinin yapilmasinin,
brosirlerinin bastiriimasinin; tanitiimasi, yasatiimasi ve
gelecek nesillere aktarilmasi acgisindan 6nemli bir adim
olacagini ve diger yorelere de érnek teskil edecegini
belirtmistir.

Balikesir Milletvekili Sayin Baki Atag; konusmasinda
Balikesir-Sindirgl halilarinin Turk hali sanati icerisinde
onemli bir yere sahip oldugunu vurgularken, Yagcibedir
halilarinin diinya piyasasinda 3. sirada yer almasinin da
gurur ve dviing kaynagimiz oldugunu sdylemistir.

Ataturk Kultur Merkezi Baskani Sayin Sadik Tural;
sergi hakkindaki gorislerini "Tirkiye'nin hem biyudagini
hem de kigildigini bu sergi ile daha iyi anladim; bu zit
gibi goriinen gerceklesmeyle ne kastetdigimi sdylersem
beni kinamayiniz: Tirkiye gercekten hem ortak kilturel
paydasini hem de ortak ekonomik paydasini blyutuyor,
Sindirg'yl Ankara'ya, Sindirgi'yi Balikesir'in disindaki her
yere tastyor; tabii bu olumlu sonug. Artik Tirkiye hem
haberlesme agi hem de iletisim agi bakimindan bir ev ici
kadar kiculdu. Guzel olan su ki; sergilerle, pazarlayici

sistem denemeleriyle Ureticiden tiketiciye ulasan hali ve
kilimlerimiz, kendi sinirlarini agarak her yere ulasiyor ise,
sanat ve zanaat bakimindan da Turkiye kictlmstir. Ben
bunun bahtiyarhgini tadiyorum, paylasiyorum" diyerek
boyle bir serginin gerceklestirilmesinden duydugu
memnuniyeti ifade etmistir.

67 kdyuyle beraber 10.000'in Uzerinde hal tezgéhina
sahip olan Sindirgi ilgesinde hali dokumacihgina énem
verilmesinin ve bir dernek catisi altinda hizmet edilmesinin,
diger yorelere drnek teskil etmesini Gmit ediyoruz.
Balikesir-Sindirgr Halicilar Dernegi'ne calismalarinda
basarilar diliyor, halinin ticaretini yogunlastirmak isterken
6zlinden ve niteliginden kayiplar vermeden, yozlastirmadan
faaliyetlerde bulunmalari yéninde halka yardimcli
olmalarini ve dolayisiyla da Turk hal sanatimiza katkida
bulunmalarini temenni ediyoruz,

Fotograflar: Azize Aktas-Yasa
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Devlet Bakanimiz Sayin Isilay Saygin,
Sergi'den Kilim satin alirken.

State Minister Isilay Saygin while buying a kilim.
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consulted concerning patterns and colouring of the carpets
since the opinion of local carpet experts were taken into
account. They also stated that when weaving antique carpets,
as they call them, the catalogues of the Ministry of Culture
were used. These members stated that several exhibitions
were organised in Ankara, Sakarya, Eskisehir, istanbul and
Izmir each year to commercialise the carpets woven in the
region and to promote Sindirgl. They also highlighted the
fact that these carpets were exported in bulk to major
carpet traders and carpet markets.

The fibres used are still processed in the traditional way
and they are also provided from the fiber factories in Balikesir
and Sindirgl. Production, painting, and the washing of fibres
are all performed by local people. In each house there
seems to be a loom. The most woven types of carpets are
Yagcibedir, Kars, Sirvan, Antik, Milas, and Yorik. The
members can sell their products through the Association.
Each Saturday a carpet market is held in Sindirgi.

Cemal Kocatas, a member of the Association, makes
an original observation declaring that; "Hand-made carpets
are very important for our health. They take the electricity
from the human body as you walk on it".

The exhioition was visited by the Turkish State Minister
Isilay Saygin, the Balikesir Member of Parliament Baki Atag
and the President of Atatiirk Culture Center Sadik Tural
accompanied by the press on November 20th, 1996.

Inthe press conference, the State Minister Isilay Saygin
stated: "Today, we are visiting the Sindirgi carpet exhibition.
All these samples demonstrate our cultural richness. Sindirgl,
has a major place among carpet producer centres in that
it has been a leader in the prosperity of Turkish Anatolian
carpet production and organisational structure that this
craft has achieved. These carpets, show the endeavour of
our women symbolising a bridge between our past and our
future." Being informed by officials during her visit, Isilay
Saygin noted that catalogues should be prepared and
brochures should be printed immediately concerning these
carpets in order to present, preserve and make them
available to coming generations and remarked that such

-U-an innovation shall become a model for other regions
t=ainvolved in the art of carpeting.
m m The Balikesir Member of Parliament, Baki Atag
'emphasised the important position of Balikesir - Sindirgi
p-<earpets the art of Turkish carpeting and said that it is a
;source of pride that the Yagcibedir carpets are at the ranked
' - Third in the world carpet market.
o During his visit to the exhibition, Mr Sadik Tural, the President
of the Atatiirk Culture Center, announced his opinion on the
«"subject and declared his satisfaction about such an exhibition.
1’ In Sindirgl, together with its 67 villages, more than
-M0.00 0 looms exist, and the weaving of carpets is supported
c=«=»through the Association. We hope this will constitute a model
-for other regions. We wish the Association success in its
activities which will help people of the region in preserving
+ "sthe culture and quality of the carpets while developing
‘commercial opportunities, and hence contributing to the
-art of Turkish carpeting.«»

. T .Photographs by Azize Aktas-Yasa
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Devlet Bakani Sayin Isilay Saygin, Balikesir Milletvekili
Sayin Baki Atag ve Ataturk Kultir Merkezi Baskani
Sayin Sadik Tural'in Sergi'yi ziyaretleri.

Visit of State Minister Isilay Saygin, Balikesir Deputy
Baki Atac and President of Atatiirk Culture Center Sadik Tural.
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Devlet Bakani Sayin Isilay Saygin, Balikesir Milletvekili
Sayin Baki Atac ve Atatirk Kiltir Merkezi Baskani
Sayin Sadik Tural'in Sergi'yi ziyaretleri.

Visit of State Minister Isilay Saygin, Balikesir Deputy
Baki Ata¢ and President of Ataturk Culture Center Sadik Tural.



