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Turk hahicihginin tarihin derinliklerinden gelen, bugin
karsi karsiya bulundugu ve gelecekte de karsi karsiya
bulunacagi sorunlari bulunmaktadir. Butiin bu sorunlara
genis bir agidan bakip tanimlayip, agikca gérebilmek igin
oncelikle bazi degerlendirmelerin yapilmasina gerek
bulunmaktadir. Bunlar ise asagidaki basliklar altinda cok
kalin gizgilerle, soylece tanimlanabilir.

Turk Haklarinin,
Tarih iginde Kulturel Mesaj Tasima Rolu

Tark halisi, Orta Asya'dan Anadolu'ya, tarih icinin
derinliklerinden, ginimuze kadar ¢cok degerli geleneksel
mesajlari tasimis bulunan ¢ok 6zel bir triindir. Diger deyisle
Tark halilan buginkt anlamiyla, bir tir "haberlesme ve
iletisim araci olarak”, 6nemu roller oynamistir. Nitekim her
Tark halisinin anlamh ve renkli motifleri ile iletmekte
bulundugu genel ve zengin mesajlari vardir. Halilarin
dugumleri arasina gizlenmis olanlara daha aynntik olarak
bakilirsa, renkli ipliklerle yalin bir bicimde dokunmus
bulunan bu mesajlann daha da carpici 6zeUikler kazanmis
bulundugu gérulebilir. Hatta ayrintilara inildikce, neredeyse
yan yanagelen her G¢ dugum bile, Turk halicilik geleneginin
derinliklerini iyi taniyan bir uzmana ¢ok seyler anlatabilir.

iste bu nedenle Turk halisinin tarih icinde oynadigi
6nemli rollerin basinda, bu "kimlik ve mesaj tasima islevinin"
geldigine inanmaktayim.

Halilarin, Sanayi Devrimi'nin
ilk Gunlerindeki Onemli Degisimleri
Baslangicindan itibaren, énemli bir kimlik Grunt
gorevini surdirmus bulunan Turk halilari, 6zellikle 18. ve
19. yuzyildan bu yana, biuyuk bir degisim sureci igine
girmistir. Bu degisimin en 6nemli yonu, geleneksel ve ¢cok
yonla bir islem olan hali dokumaciliginin, bayuk 6l¢ide
ticari yonde bir anlam ve de§er kazanmasi olmustur. Ustelik
daha 6nceki yuzyillarda kendi kimligiyle uluslararasi élcekte
buyuk basarilar kazanmaya baslayan Turk halicihigi, ilk

onceleri bu gelisimden, ticari yénden ¢ok kazanch ¢cikmistir.
Ancak ne kadar ilgingtir ki, ayni zamanda bir kaltar Grint
olarak buyuk bir kimlik kaybina da ugramistir. Cunku
Anadolu insaninin kendi eski geleneginden gelen ve kendi
6zel halisini dokuma 6zellikleri, bu kez, ihracat¢inin istedigi
yondeki ve diger hah kimliklerinin Grinlerinin dokunmasina
yonelik yalin bir iscilik yénune doénusmustur.

Sonucta ise, son iki yuzyil icinde, Turk halicihginda cok
buyuk bir Gretim kapasitesi ortaya ¢ikmis, buna karsilik
urtn kimligi yonunden ise bayuk bir kayip yasanmistir.

Aslinda bakilirsa, ayni gelisim, Dogu'daki diger halicilik
geleneklerini de degisik donemlerde ciddi olarak etkilemistir.
Ancak, hali tretiminin ve ticaretinin ortaya c¢ikarabilecegi
bu énemli sorunu 6nceden algilayabilerek, "gelenegin
korunmasi" ile "ticar? Uretimi" iki ayri gercek olarak
tanimlayabilmis tlkeler, bu yénden ¢ok ciddi 6nlemler
alarak kendilerini korumuslar ve sonugta buyuk bir zarar
goérmemislerdir.

Osmanli Devleti doneminde, hali Gretiminin
gelistirilmesi icin gercekten olaganustu biyuklukte gayretler,
girisimler yapilmis, projeler gelistirilmis ve destekler
saglanmistir. Ancak ne yazikur ki, butuin bunlarla birlikte
haliciligin ticari bir triin olmasi yaninda, 6nemli bir kimlik
6gesi olarak tasidigr ¢ok yonlu 6zelligin yeterince
algilanmamis oldugu da anlasiimaktadir.

Aslinda bakilirsa, neredeyse iki yuzyilhk bir gegmisten
birikerek gelen bu sorun, bugtin Tark halicihginin karsisina
daha da buyumus bir durumda ¢ikmaktadir.

Cunkd 18. yuzyila kadar déneminin kimligini ve
mesajlarini tasimak amaciylave diger érneklerle her yénden
yarisma dusincesi i¢inde devletin ¢cok buyuk destek ve
denetimiyle yaratiimis ve hem bdylece dnemli mizelerin
koleksiyonlarinda kendisine yer bulmus, hem de ekonomik
deger Uretmis bulunan Turk halilan, bu uygulamadan sonra,
artik eski etkin konumunu kolay kolay alamamaktadir.

Halicilik Gelenegdine Sahip Olan Ulkelerin,
Bu Gelenegi Cok Yonlu Korumak ve Gelistirmek
icin Olusturdugu Ozel Sistemlerin Onemi

Turk hal geleneginin giinimuize kadar gelebilmesinin
altinda yatan gerceklerin arasinda belki de en basta geleni,
halinin tasidigi cok yénli anlam ve 6nemdir. Ancak bu da,
bir noktaya kadar etkili ve koruyucu olabilmektedir. Cinku
diger taraftan hali tretimi ekonomik bir deger tasimaktadir.
Her ne kadar, halinin éncelikli olan "kimlik degeri", daha
sonraki "ekonomik degeri" yaratan asil kaynak da olsa, onu
dokuyani gunluk olarak ilgilendiren, ileride bir mizeye
girecek haliyi dokumak degildir. Bir dokuyucuyu 6ncelikle
ilgilendiren, pratik olarak gunluk gelirini kazanacagindan
emin olmaktir.

*Mimar Sinan Universitesi, Mimarlik Fakiltesi,
Enduistri Urunleri Tasarimi Bélumi Baskani,
"The International Committee for the Conservation
of Industrial Herilage" Turkiye Temsilcisi.
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and the Necessity
of A Periodical to
Help Solve These
Problems

Prof. Onder Kiigiikerman*

Turkish carpeting has several problems originating in
the past that are valid today and will be valid in the future.
An initial assessment is necessary to define and see clearly
these i »oblems from a wide perspective. This may be done
throuah a simple outline under the following titles.

|

Tne Rléle of Turkish Carpets
in Carrying Cultural Messages Throughout History
m  Turkish carpets are a unique product carrying valuable
traditional messages from the depths of history to the
present, from Central Asia to Anatolia. In other words,
Turkish carpets did have a role as a "communication device"
in its modern meaning. Thus, every single Turkish carpet
has its general and rich messages that it carries through
meaningful and colourful patterns. If one looks at the features
hidden among the knots, one can easily see that these
messages woven plainly with colourful fibre have gained
more attractive features. Examined minutely, even three
knots can have great significance to a specialist of the
Turkish carpet tradition.

Thus, | strongly believe that the most important role
that Turkish carpets have had throughout history is the
"function of a carrier of messages and identity".

Important Changes Concerning Carpets
in the Early Industrial Revolution

Turkish carpets, maintaining their role as an important
identity product from the very beginning, have gone through
great changes, especially since the 18th and 19th centuries.
The most remarkable aspect of this change has been the
new commercial meaning and value of the carpet sector.
Furthermore, the Turkish carpeting sector which began to
have great success on an international level with its own
identity has financially benefited from this development.
However, it is very interesting to note that it has also
experienced a loss of identity as a cultural product. The
reason for this is that the Anatolian people used to produce
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their own carpets according to their own traditions, but
since then the carpeting sector has been transformed into
a simple product satisfying the demands of exporters.

Consequently, within the last two centuries, the Turkish
carpeting sector has acquired a huge production capacity
but has undergone a significant loss in terms of its product
identity.

In fact, the same evolution did have a serious impact
on other carpeting traditions in Eastern Anatolia in various
periods. However, the countries that could identify this
problem caused by carpet production and trade, and define
the "conservation of the tradition” and the "commercial
production” as two separate truths, have protected
themselves by taking severe measures and hence have not
been greatly affected.

In the Ottoman Empire, extraordinary efforts were put
on the development of the carpeting sector; initiatives were
taken, several projects were initiated and supported.
However, it is regretful that besides its commercial aspect,
the multifaceted aspect of the carpeting sector that it carries
as an identity feature could not be perceived sufficiently.

This problem, which has existed in the Turkish carpeting
sector for two centuries, is today more urgent. The reason
is that Turkish carpets until the 18th century were produced
with Government support and supervision to carry the
identity and messages of its age, and had its place in the
collections of important museums and also acquired
important economic values; however since then, carpet
producers have had difficulty in keeping the authentic identity
of Turkish carpets.

The Importance of the Special Systems Developed
by Countries with a Carpeting Tradition to Preserve
and Develop This Tradition

The major reason among the criteria justifying the place
of the Turkish carpet tradition today, is its multidimensional
meaning and importance. However, since the carpeting
sector has economic significance, this can also be efficient
and protective to some extent. Although the main source
that creates the "economic value" is "the identity value", the
fact that concerns the weaver is not weaving a carpet that
will take its place in a museum in the future; a weaver is
mostly concerned with earning his daily income practically.

This is the reason why, "conservation of the identity",
the most important element of the carpet tradition, can be
realised only when considered as the problem of the special
systems to be established by the government, and not as
the responsibility of producers. This contradictory situation
occurring since the very beginning of carpeting history
could only be balanced by studying successful
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O nedenledir ki, hali geleneginin en 6nemli 6gesi olan
"kimligin korunmasi", pratik olarak hali dokuyucularin
sorumlulugundan daha ¢ok, devletin bu amacla kuracagi
6zel sistemlerin sorunu olarak gerceklestirilmektedir.
Halicihdin kaynaklarindan bu yana her zaman ortaya ¢ikan
bu ¢eliskili durum, basaril uygulamalarda ancak boéylece
dengelenebilmistir. Halilarinin ancak "ekonomik degerinin,
kimlik degeri" ile birlikte dengelenmesiyle, gelecek nesillere
deger tasiyan geleneksel bir trinun miras olarak
birakilabilecegini 6nceden kavrayabilen tlkelerde, bu gibi
koruyucu ve gelistirici duzenler ¢cok buyuk bir islerlik
kazanmistir.

Cunku halicilik ¢ok uzun bir zaman sireci igcinden
bugiine kadar geldigi gibi, gelecekteki kusaklar icin de
yasatilmak zorundadir.

Halicilik Gelenegini Korumak ve Gelistirmek icin
Kurulan Sistemlerin Genel Yapisi ve Ozellikleri
Tuark halicthginin bugtn karsi karsiya bulundugu
sorunlar da hemen hemen son iki ylizyildakilerle benzer
goruntudedir. Geleneksel bir trtn olarak hali tretimi,
Turkiye'de zaten tarihten gelen 6zel 6nemi nedeniyle kendi
kendisini yasatabilecek zemini bulabilmektedir.
Bunun yanisira, birgok kurum, Tark halicithginin ¢ok
yonla korunmasi ve gelistirilmesi i¢in kendi dlceginde
girisimler sirdirmektedir. Bu amaclaoldukca buyuk 6l¢ude
ekonomik kaynak yaratilmakta ve kullanilmaktadir. Bunun
yanisira, hali gelenegine sahip olan diger tlkelerle, 6zellikle
uluslararasi halicilik ortami i¢inde ¢ok ciddi bir yaris
surdurulmektedir. Bu yarista basarili olabilmek i¢in her
turla ticari uygulama ve rekabet kiyasiya yapilmaktadir.
Ozellikle hali Gretiminde el emegdinin ucuz olarak
saglanabildigi tulkelerde, temel amag¢ sadece daha ucuza
hali tretimine yonelmek zorunda kalmis gibidir. Ticari bir
ilke olarak, her kime aitolursa olsun "hangi hali kimliginin
daha uygun maliyetler icinde uluslararasi pazara
sunulabilecegi” noktasina dogru hizla gidilmektedir. Herkes
kendi 6lcedinde kiyasiya bir yarisma i¢indedir. Cogu kesim,
sadece kendi Urdnundn ticar? basarisini saglayacak
sistemlerini kurmak icin buyuk yatirimlar yapmaktadir.
Aslina bakilirsa bu yeni bir durum da degildir. Son iki
yuzyildan beri geleneksel halicilik hemen hemen kesintisiz
olarak benzer sorunlari zaten yasamaktadir. Buguin degisen
ise, sadece isin boyutunun ve uluslararasi pazarin olaganustu
buyuklugadar.
Hi¢ kuskusuz bu buyuklukteki bir sorunun ¢6zimu de
ayni Olcekteki koruyucu sistemlerin kurulmasi ile
cozumlenebilmektedir.

Turk Halicithginin Korunmasi, Gelistirilmesi
icin Bir Sureli Yayin Eksikliginin Giderilmesinin
Onemi GCok Buyuktur

Turk halicithginin geleneksel gicunin korunarak,
uluslararasi pazardaki payinin arttiriimasi da hi¢ kuskusuz
bir dizi uygulama i¢inde tam olarak gerceklestirilmektedir.
Ama belki de bunlar arasindaki en 6nemli eksiklik, Turk
halicihgi konusunda ciddi ve surekli bir yayinin eksikligiydi.

Ataturk Kultur Merkezinin yeni girisiminin bu yondeki
eksikligin giderilmesi agisindan ¢ok 6nemli bir mekanizma
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olusturacag! dustncesinde ve inancindayim. Cunku Tark
halist ile ilgili olan ¢cok degisik kesimlerdeki kisilerin, buyuk
bir 6zenle bir araya getirdigi gercek bilgi ve deneyleri, genis
kitlelere ulastirmaktaki zorlugu ortadadir. Bu girisimleri
daha 6nce buyuk iyi niyetlerle baslatmis bulunanlar da béyle
bir yayim konusunun ekonomik, bilimsel boyutunun agirhig
ve sorumlulugu nedeniyle bu girisimleri sturekli duruma
doénustirememislerdi.

Turk halicith@inin tarihi derinlikleri icinden adeta igneyle
kuyu kazar gibi kaynak arastiranlar, bu arastirmalarinin
sonuclarini genellikle Kisisel girisimleriyle yayimlamanin
yollarini aramislardir.

Ote yandan Turkiye'deki haliciliyin, giiniimiizde de gok
etkin ve énemli bir istihdam alani olarak etkinligi Gzerinde
cok ciddi girisimleri baslatip ger¢ekten énemli sonuglara
ulastiranlar bile, bu degerli deneylerini, belirli bir disiplin
icinde yayimlanan kaynak bulunmadig icin bir turlu bir
araya getirememenin sikintisi icinde bulunmaktaydilar.

Universitelerde titizlikle yurutilen calismalar,
arasurmalar, hah sektdérinun profesyonellerine yeterince
ulastirilamamaktaydi.

Hic kuskusuz, bdyle bir yayin ortaminin eksikligi,
yukarida kalin gizgilerle belirtilen kesimlerin buyuk bir
titizlikle ortaya ¢ikarmis bulunduklari gergekler, Turk
halicihik sektdrunin gercekten gelismesi icin cesitli
dizenlemeler icinde bulunan kuruluslara da
ulasamamaktaydi.

Kisacasi, Turk halicithginin cok genis kapsaminin her
noktasinda blyuk bir titizlikle, i1srarlave 6zveriyle yurutilen
calismalar hemen hemen hicbir sekilde bir araya
gelememekteydi. Bunun eksikligi bircok alandagérulmastir.
En Ust duzeyde yurutulen ¢alismalar igin yeterince arastirma
bilgi kaynagdi bulunamamaktadir. Halicilik konusundaki
yayimlarin toplu olarak bir arada elde edilebilmesi igin belki
de aylarca siiren arastirmalarin yapilmasi ve tek tek batin
yayinlarin taranmasi gerekmektedir. Ustelik, bu yolla
arastirmalarin timune de ulasilmasi, hemen hemen hicbir
zaman mumkin olamamaktadir.

Yukarida belirtilen ve ¢cok daha ayrintili olarak
aciklanabilecek sorunlarin temelinde, Turk halicilig
konusunda guvenli, sureli ve sorumluluk tasiyan bir yayim
ortaya ¢ikarma disincesinin karsilastigi gercekten biyik
zorluklarr asmama yatmaktaydi.

Tarihimizde ilk kez, Atatirk Kultir Merkezi'nin
yayimlamaya baslayacagi boyle bir derginin, ne kadar énemli
bir gorevi Ustlenecegi gelecekte ¢cok daha iyi anlasilacaktir.

Bu nedenle, 6ncelikle bdyle bir girisimi baslatanlari,
Tuark halicihk geleneginin gelecedinin yeniden
yapilandirilmasi agisindan Ustlendikleri gérevden otura
candan kutlamak isterim.

Daha sonra ise, halicilik konusundaki birikimlerini bu
yayinda bir araya getirecegine inandigim herkesi bu gérevin
en iyi bicimde etkinlesmesi i¢in yalandan katkida bulunmaya
cagirmak isterim.

Cunku sonugta butun bu birikim, uluslararasi ortamda
ve dlcekte, hem geleneksel kimligi ve surekliligini ve hem
de ekonomik degerini yiukseltmek zorunda oldugumuz en
degerli Grinimuaz olan Turk halisinin gelecegi ile ¢cok
yalandan ilgilidir.
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Prablems of Turkish Carpeting and the Necessity of A Periooical to Help Solve These Problems

implementations. Such conservation and developmental
systems have gained greater significance in countries that
have previously perceived the fact that carpets can only be
transferred to future generations as a traditional and valuable
product through a balance between "its economic value"
and "its identity value".

Because the art of carpeting, an artistic tradition which
goes back centuries, has to be conserved for future
generations.

General Structure and Features of the Systems
Established for the Conservation and Development
of the Carpeting Tradition

The problems that Turkish carpeting is experiencing
today are similar to those it has had for the last two centuries.
Carpet production, which is a tradition in Turkey, has the
strength to preserve itself due to its special historical
importance.

Additionally, several organisations have their own initiatives
for the conservation and development of the Turkish carpeting
tradition. Considerable financial resources are used for this
objective. Besides, there is keen competition with other
countries which have a carpeting tradition in the international
carpeting environment. In order to successfully compete,
all kinds of commercial applications and techniques are
being used. Especially in countries where labour is not
expensive, the main objective is cheaper carpeting. As a
commercial rule, carpet producing countries ask themselves:
"which carpet identity can be presented to the international
market at the cheapest cost". Everyone, in his own way, is
in a cut-throat competition. Most of carpet producers make
big investments just for the establishment of a system that
will lead to the commercial success of their products.

In fact, it is not a novel situation. For the last two
centuries, traditional carpeting has experienced similar
problems almost continuously. What is different today is
the immense volume of the trade and the international
market.

The only effective solution to such a big problem is the
establishment of conservation systems on the same scale.

The Importance of a Periodical for the Conservation
and Development of Turkish Carpeting

The conservation of the traditional power of Turkish
carpeting and increasing its margin in the international
market is being realised through a variety of ways. However,
what is still lacking is a serious periodical dealing with the
art of Turkish carpeting.

Ithink and believe that this new initiative of the Atatiirk
Culture Center will constitute a very important mechanism
which will rectify this deficiency. The difficulty of reaching
a wide audience by the Turkish carpet industry in order to
dessimate information about this sector and its latest
developments, is patent. Those who started these initiatives
could not put them into action due to the considerable
economic and technical implications that such a publication
would entail.

The researchers studying on the subject encountered
serious problems in finding information about Turkish
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carpeting, and have tried ways of publishing the results
using their own means.

On the other hand, even those individuals who were
responsible for important initiatives concerning the efficiency
of Turkish carpeting as an effective employment field, have
experienced trouble at not being able to publish these
results due to the lack of a serious periodical.

Similarly, the research and studies conducted in
universities could not be forwarded to the professionals of
the carpeting sector.

Without a doubt, because of the lack of a publishing
environment, the information found by the mentioned above
could not be transferred to organizations which implement
change for the development of the Turkish carpeting sector.

In brief, the studies which were carried out about every
aspect of Turkish carpeting with self-sacrifice, care and
determination, could not be put together. This deficiency
has been experienced in every field of study. For high level
studies and research, there has been no adequate
documents. In order to obtain publications on carpeting as
awhole, it is necessary to research for months and to scan
all publications one by one. Furthermore, it has never been
possible to access all studies in this way.

With regard to the deficiencies mentioned above it
seems that overcoming the problems in order to publish a
reliable, authoritative periodical regularly will be difficult.

The importance of such a publication to be published
by the Atatiirk Culture Center, for the first time in our history,
will be best perceived in the future.

Therefore, Iwould first like to congratulate the instigators
for the responsibility they have undertaken in the
reconstruction of the future of the Turkish carpeting tradition.

Then, Iwould like to call upon everyone able to share
his/her experience and knowledge related to carpeting in
order to contribute to this initiative for the success of this
periodical.

This accumulation of knowledge is closely related to
the future of our most valuable product: Turkish carpeting,
whose traditional identity, continuity and economic value we
have to promote on an international level.



