EDITORDEN

Iran, giiclii tarihsel arka plan1 ve koklii devlet geleneginin yani sira zengin
kiiltiirel dokusuyla Ortadogu’nun en onemli aktorlerinden birisidir. Sahip
oldugu bu 6zellikler ve tarihi siiregte genis bir cografyaya yayilmis olmasi
hasebiyle Iran, olduk¢a karmasik bir sosyal ve siyasi yap1 arz etmektedir.
Ozellikle 1979 yilinda iilkede gerceklesen “Islam Devrimi’yle birlikte ayri
bir mecraya siiriiklenen Iran, bu siire¢ sonrasinda daha da karmasik bir yapi-
ya biiriinmiistiir. “Iran Caligmalar1 Dergisi” bu ve benzeri sebeplerden dolay1
komsu iilke iran’in, bilimsel ve akademik olarak daha yakindan, tarafsiz bir
sekilde taninmasi ve analiz edilmesi amaciyla faaliyete gegmistir.

Yeni saymmizin “Iran Dis Politikasinda Séylem ile Eylem Uyumsuzlugu:
Cegenistan ve Daglik Karabag Ornekleri” baslikli ilk makalesinde Ridvan
Kalayci, devrim sonrasi Iran dis politikasinda pragmatizm ile ideoloji ara-
sindaki iliskiyi incelemektedir. Makalenin temel argiimani devrimle birlikte
insa edilen Sii Islamcr siyasal diizenin temel paradigmalarinin ayni kaldi-
g1, ancak sistemsel ve siyasal degisikliklerden dolay1 Iranl karar vericile-
rin, ulusal ¢ikarlar1 ideolojik ya da kiiltiirel ¢ikarlardan daha fazla dikka-
te aldigidir. Bunu da devrim sonrast donemde cereyan eden Cecenistan ve
Daglik Karabag savaglar1 6rnekleri iizerinden incelemektedir. Sayinin ikinci
makalesinde Cetin Kaska, “Nizamuddin Kari ve Divan-1 Elbise’sinde Mi-
zahi Nazireler” baslikli calismasinda Nizamuddin Kari’nin Divan-1 Elbise
eserini incelemektedir. Makalede Kéri’nin hayat1 ve meshur eseri hakkinda
bilgi vermenin yam sira, Kari’nin hangi sairlerin siirlerini tazmin ettigi ve
onlara nasil cevaplar verdigi konusuna isaret edilmektedir. Ayrica Divdn-1
Elbise’nin Istanbul’da bulunan niishalarina kisaca deginilmektedir. Akif
Rengber, “Bavendilerin Selguklularla Miinasebetleri (433/1042-551/1156)”
baslikl1 galismasinda fran’da Hazar Denizi’nin giineyinde yer alan Taberistan
bolgesinin yerel hanedanlarindan Bavendiler’i incelemektedir. Makale temel
olarak Selcuklularin Taberistan’a hakim olmasina engel olan cografi sartlarin
zorlugu ve Bavendilerin Taberistan’1 savunurken kullandiklari stratejinin te-
mel 6gelerini olay anlatisi i¢inde irdelemektedir. Yazar ayrica Selguklularin
onceliklerine gore ikili miinasebetlerdeki ana unsurlarin degisimine de odak-
lanmaktadir.

Bu saymin dordiincii makalesi Mehmet Akif Kog¢’un kaleme aldigi “Tarihi
Ihtilaflarin Gélgesinde Iran-Suudi Arabistan Rekabeti: Sii-Vahhabi liskile-
rinin Diinii ve Bugiinii” isimli ¢aligmadir. Yazar, Ortadogu’nun halihazirdaki
siddet sarmalin1 ve karmasik iligkiler agin1 daha iyi anlamak icin genis bir
tarihsel perspektif sunmaktadir. Yazar, 20. yiizyilda alevlenen iran-Suudi
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beliler arasindaki siyasi niifuz rekabetine gotiirmektedir. Safevilerin bolgede
etkinlik kazanmasi ve Vahhabilerin bolgede giiclenmesine dikkat ¢ekerek
s0z konusu niifuz miicadelesine odaklanmaktadir. Takip eden tarihsel siireg-
te Osmanli-Safevi rekabetine de deginen ¢alisma giliniimiizde bdlgede yasa-
nan Sii-Vahhabi iligkilerini ve rekabetini anlamaya calismaktadir. Sayinin,
“Endonezya’da Iran ve Suudi Arabistan Dis Politika Hedeflerinin Karsilas-
tirmali Bir Calismas1” baslhikli son makalesinde ise Muhammad Ravi, Iran
ve Suudi Arabistan’in Endonezya politikalarini karsilagtirmali bir sekilde
incelemektedir. Neorealist teoriden faydalanilan makalenin temel argiimani
her iki iilkenin Endonezya’ya yonelik politikalarinda daha ¢ok ekonomiyi
onceleyen temel bir politikasi olsa da son zamanlarda dini faktorlerin de iki
tilkenin dis politika hedeflerinde baskin bir rol oynadig: ifade edilmektedir.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

One of the most important actors of the Middle East, Iran is a country with
a strong historical background as well as a deep-rooted state institution and
a rich culture. Iran has a very complicated social and political structure
as a result of these characteristics and its wide geographical expansion
throughout the history. Especially after the “Islamic Revolution” in 1979,
Iran was driven into a separate channel and became an even more complex
structure. We started the publication of “The Journal of Iranian Studies” in
order to get to know and analyze the neighboring country Iran scientifically
and academically, in an objective and impartial manner.

The first article of our latest issue, “Inconsistency between Discourse and
Action in Iran’s Foreign Policy: Examples of Chechenia and Nagorno
Karabakh”, by Ridvan Kalayci, analyses the relation between pragmatism
and ideology in the foreign policy of post-revolutionary Iran. The article
argues that although the main paradigms of the Shia Islamist political order
built with the Revolution remained the same, as a result of systemic and
political changes, the Iranian decision-makers considered national interests
more than ideological or cultural interests. This argument is supported by
the cases of the Chechen and Nagorno-Karabakh wars that took place after
the Revolution. The second article of the issue by Cetin Kaska examines
Nizamuddin Kari and his Divan-1 Elbise, by giving information about Kari’s
life and famous work, as well as shedding light on which poets’ poems
he compensated (tazmin) and how he responded to them. The author also
mentions briefly the copies of Divan-1 Elbise that can be found in Istanbul.
In “Relations between Bavandid and Seljuks (433/1042-551/1156)”, Akif
Rencber examines the Bavandid, one of the local dynasties of Tabarestan
region in south of Caspian Sea in Iran. The article investigates the difficulty
of the geographical conditions that prevented the Saljuks from dominating
Tabarestan and the basic elements of the strategy used by the Bavandid in
defending Tabarestan, by following the event narrative. The author also
focuses on how the main elements in bilateral relations have changed
according to the priorities of the Saljuks.

The fourth article of the issue is “Iran-Saudi Arabia Rivalry in the Shade
of Historical Disputes: Past and Present of the Shiite-Wahhabi Relations”
by Mehmet Akif Kog. The author presents a broad historical perspective to
get a better grasp of the current circle of violence and complex network of
relations in the Middle East. He follows the rivalry sparked between Iran
and Saudi Arabia in the 20" century back to its roots in the competition of



political influence between the Twelver Shiite and Hanbalis during the 10th
and 11th centuries, focusing on the rivalry for regional influence as a result
of the increasing influence of the Safavid and the strengthening of Wahhabis.
The article also mentions the Safavid-Ottoman rivalry while aiming to
understand the Shiite-Wahhabi relations and rivalry that has still been going
on in the region today. In the last article of the issue titled “A Comparative
Study of Iran and Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Policy Objectives in Indonesia”,
Muhammed Ravi examines the foreign policy objectives of Iran and Saudi
Arabia in Indonesia comperatively. Adopting a Neo-Realist perspective, the
article argues that although these objectives have started to become more
economical, the religious aspect continues to play a dominant role in the
foreign policy objectives of the two countries.
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