Editdrlerden

Covid 19 Pandemi siirecinde yasamimizda
pek cok sey kisa bir zaman araliginda
onemli Olclide degisti. Toplum igin yeni
olan bir¢cok kavram tartigildi ve toplumu
zorlayan uygulamalar yasama gecirilmeye
calisildi. Bu siiregte hizli karar vermek ve
belirsizlikleri yok etmek ya da en aza
indirmek (kimi zaman yanls karar
vermekten bile) 6nemli hale geldi. Bu
anlamda en onemli konulardan birisi de
dogru ve giivenilir bilgiye erisme
gereksinimi oldu. Belki de bu “talebin” bir
karsilig1 olarak hem toplum hem de saglik
alaninda ¢alisanlar, asir1 ve ¢Ozimil
zorlagtiracak miktarda bilgi
bombardimanina maruz kaldilar. Infodemi
olarak adlandirilan bu duruma, Diinya
Saghk Orgiitii de dikkat c¢ekerek, asir1
miktardaki  denetimsiz  bilginin  tipki
pandemi gibi bilimsel yéntemlerle kontrol
altma almmayr ve 1iyi yOnetilmeyi
gerektiren bir sorun olduguna isaret etti .

Ancak diinyada oldugu gibi ililkemizde de
bu denetimsiz asir1 bilgi, sorunlu saglik
okuryazarligina sahip toplumlarla
bulustugunda belirsizlik, sOylenti, endige ve
giivensizligi daha da artirdi.  Gergekte
bilginin insanlarin ne yapacaklarini daha iyi
bilmelerine katki saglamasi beklenirken,
tam tersi bir etki ile bilinemez bir hastalikla
miicadele edildigi izlenimi agir basti, hatta

pandeminin bilinen kismi1 da kimi zaman
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karanlikta kaldi. Hizmet sunucular iginse
bilginin veya kanitin fazlaligi, kanita dayali
kararlar veren bir saglik hizmeti sunumu
cok  katki
Turkiye’deki suregte Bilim Kurulu’nun

saglanmasina saglamadi.
olusturulmasi, Kurul’'un zaman zaman

aciklamalar ~ yapmasi1  ve  kilavuzlar
yayimlamast hem sahada hem de saglik
kurumlarindaki uygulamalardaki
belirsizliklerin azaltilmasinda 6nemli bir
katki sagladi. Ote yandan salgmla iliskili
verilerin paylasilmamasi konusunda
stirdiirilen 1srarct tutum bu siirecin en
onemli problemlerinden birsi oldu.

Pandeminin bilim diinyasindaki etkisinin
fakli yOnlerini gorebilmek i¢in, bilim
ortamini olusturan unsurlar1 aragtirmacilar,
arastrma sonuglarmin paylasildigi medya
(basta bilimsel dergiler, sonra digerleri) ve
kullanicilar olarak smiflandirmak yararli
olabilir.  Bilim  insanlar1  ag¢isindan
degerlendirecek olursak bu siirecte ¢ok
sayida bilim insaninin Covid-19 ile ilgili
arastrmalara  yonelmesini  dogal ve
beklenen bir sey olarak gorebiliriz. Bu
stirecte  yapilacak arastirmalarin  farkli
kurumlarca fonlanmast da olumlu bir
durum. Ancak bu caligmalar yapilirken bir
sey kesfedebilme ve bunu hemen
yayimlama motivasyonu ile arastirmacilar
cogunlukla zamana kars1 yaristilar; bu da
bilimsel

calismalarin planlanmast,

yuritulmesi ve yazilmasi agamalarinda



kurallarin  zorlanmasmma neden oldu.
Bilimsel dergilerin Editér kurullar1 da
benzer bir aceleciligi degerlendirme
asamasina tasidilar ve bu siiregte pek cok
yazi hizli degerlendirme ile okuyuculara
sunuldu. Hizla ve saglam bir plana
dayanmadan yapilan c¢aligmalarin hizla
yayimlanmas1  kimi zaman olumsuz
sonuglara yol acti. Standartlar1 zorlayan
yazilarin etkileri i¢in loannidis kisa ama
slirecinde

ozIi  yazisinda, pandemi

guvenilir veriler olmadan kararlar
verildigini iddia etti?.

Sure¢ devam ediyor, bilim insanlarina, halk
saglik¢ilara ¢cok Onemli gorevler diisiiyor.
Mevcut pandemi son bulsa da yeni
pandemilere hazirlikli olmak i¢in kanit
degeri yiiksek caligmalar yapilmasi i¢in ¢ok
onemli bir firsat var. Bunun i¢in salginla
ilgili verilerin paylasilmasmin 6nemine ve
geregine de isaret etmis olalim. Verilerin
evrensel  kurallara  uygun  bigimde
paylasilmas1 ve/veya kullanima agilmasi,
halk saglik¢illarin  her zaman 6zlemini
duydugu, kanitlarin politik karar alma
stireglerinde etkili olmasi i¢in de bir ortam
olusturabilir. Bilimin sOzinin en yiksek
duzeyde dile getirilmesi ve bilim
insanlarmin goriislerinin daha fazla karsilik
gdérmesi i¢in ¢abalarimizin siirmesi gerekir.
Tahmin edilecegi gibi THSD’ye de
Covid19 pandemisi ile ilgili ¢ok sayida yazi
bagvurusu olmakta. Bizler bu yazilarin
stirecinden

standart degerlendirme
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gecirmeden paylasilmasinin uygun
olmadigint diigiindiik. Ancak konunun
onemini de goz Oniine alarak 6zel bir sayida
gelen yazilar1 degerlendirmeyi planladik.
Ilerleyen donemde degerlendirmesi
tamamlanan yazilarin online erigime acarak
okuyucumuza ulagtirma karar1 aldik.

Nisan 2020 sayimizi begenerek
okuyacaginizi umuyor, geri bildirimlerinizi
bekliyoruz. Katkist olan yazar ve hakemlere

tesekkiir ederiz.
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From the Editors

During the Covid 19 Pandemic, many
things in our lives have changed
significantly over a short period of time.
Many concepts that are new to society are
discussed, and practices that challenge
society are trying to be implemented. In this
process, it was important to make quick
decisions and minimize uncertainties. In
this sense, one of the most important issues
was the need to access accurate and reliable
information. Perhaps, as a response to this
"demand”, both the community and health
providers have been exposed to excessive
information, making arriving at solutions
difficult. The World Health Organization
also drew attention to this situation, called
infodemic, and pointed out that excessive
and unsupervised information is a problem
which requires controlling by scientific
methods, just like pandemics®.

In our country, as in the wider world,
uncontrolled excessive information
increased uncertainty, rumours, anxiety,
and insecurity in society, especially spured
on by problematic health literacy in the
general population. In fact, while more
information was expected to give people
knowledge of how to act, the impression of
fighting against an unknown disease has
created the notion that nothing is certain,
leaving even the known parts of the
pandemic in the dark.
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The excess of information or evidence did
not contribute much to the provision of a
healthcare service rooted in evidence-based
decisions. On the other hand, the
establishment of a Scientific Committee in
Turkey provided an important contribution
to reducing uncertainty in the field and in
hospitals by publishing guidelines and
explanations about the course of the
disease. However, the persistent attitude
towards not sharing outbreak-related data
was one of the most important problems in
this process.

In order to see the different aspects of the
pandemic's impact on the scientific world, it
may be useful to classify the segments that
make up the ‘science environment’ as
researchers, media (primarily scientific
journals, then others) and users where the
research results are shared. If we evaluate it
from the perspective of scientists, we can
see that many scientists turn to research
related to Covid-19 as something natural
and expected. It is a positive situation that
the studies to be carried out in this process
are funded by different institutions.
However, while doing these studies, with
the motivation of discovering something
and publishing it immediately, researchers
often competed against time; this caused
the rules to be forced during the planning,
execution and writing of scientific studies.
Editorial boards of scientific journals

carried a similar haste to the peer review



process; therefore, many articles were
presented to the readers with rapid
evaluation. loannidis, regarding the effects
of the articles that push the standards,
claimed in his short but concise article that
decisions were made without reliable data
in the pandemic process?.

As the process continues, scientists and
public health professionals have very
important duties. Although the current
pandemic has ended, there is a very
important opportunity to conduct high-
proof studies to be prepared for new
pandemics. For this, let us point out the
importance and necessity of sharing data
related to the outbreak. An environment can
be created so that the data is shared and / or
made available in accordance with
universal rules, and that the public health
workers are longing for, and that the
evidence is effective in political decision-
making. Our efforts need to continue to
express the word of science at the highest
level and to get more response from
scientists.

As you can guess, there were many
manuscripts submitted about the Covid-19
pandemic to TJPH. We thought it was not
appropriate to publish these articles without
going through the standard evaluation
process.  However, considering the
importance of the subject, we planned to
evaluate these manuscripts in a special issue

of our Journal. For this reason, we decided
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to make these articles available once the
peer review process was completed.

We hope you will enjoy our April 2020
issue and look forward to your feedback.
We would like to thank the contributors and

reviewers.

Sibel Sakarya, Ycel Demiral

1- https://www.who.int/docs/default-
source/coronaviruse/situation-
reports/20200202-sitrep-13-ncov-
v3.pdf?sfvrsn=195f4010 6

2- loannidis JPA. Coronavirus disease
2019: The harms of exaggerated
information and
non-evidence-based measures. Eur
J Clin Invest 50 (4), April 2020.



https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200202-sitrep-13-ncov-v3.pdf?sfvrsn=195f4010_6
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200202-sitrep-13-ncov-v3.pdf?sfvrsn=195f4010_6
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200202-sitrep-13-ncov-v3.pdf?sfvrsn=195f4010_6
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200202-sitrep-13-ncov-v3.pdf?sfvrsn=195f4010_6

