Editorden

flahiyat Akademi Dergisinin bu sayisinda “Genglik” konusu ele alinmaktadir.
Toplumsal degisimin ve bu degisimin hangi yonde oldugunun izleri gengler
iizerinden en iyi bicimde gdzlemlenebilir. Ote yandan Tiirkiye gibi niifusunun
biiyiik bir kismu genglerden olusan bir toplumda genglik konusu asla ihmal
edilemeyecek bir meseledir. Bu baglamda goz ardi edilemeyecek bir husus da
genglerin din ile olan iligkileridir.

Genglik, hayatin en énemli asamalarindan biridir. leri yaslarda hayatin nasil
sekilleneceginin belirlendigi kritik bir siirectir. Genglerin hayat: anlamlandirma, bir
kimlik edinme, ideallerini belirleme gibi diisiinsel arayislarinin yani sira meslek
sahibi olma, aile kurma, topluma yararli olma, sosyal bir ¢evre edinme, hayatin
zorluklar ile bag etme ve hedefleri dogrultusunda yasama gibi sorumluluklar da
bulunmaktadir. Genglerin s6z konusu arayis ve sorumluluklariyla ilgili olarak din,
genglere yardimci olabilmekte, olumlu katk: sunabilmektedir.

Hayatin her déneminde oldugu gibi genglik doneminde de din varolusa
anlam bulmada, kisinin kendisini konumlandirmasinda, yasanilan olumsuzluklarin
iistesinden gelmede, hayata ve topluma tutunma gayretlerinde ya da beklenmedik
durumlarda ortaya g¢ikan stresi yonetmede onemli bir motivasyon kaynag: olarak
goriinmektedir. Genelde din toplum iliskisi 6zelde ise din ve genclik konusu
dinamik bir nitelige sahip oldugu icin her zaman tizerinde 6nemle durulmas:
gereken bir husustur.

Her tiirlii sinirin asildigi/asindigy, sosyal medya kullanimin arttigi, genglerin
kendi sosyal ¢evrelerini segebildikleri, sanal gruplarin ortaya ¢iktig1, sanalin gercegin
yerini aldigi, dini diisiince ve yasayisin yeniden yapilandirildigi bir siirecte
“Genglik” konusu Onemli bir calisma sahasi olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bu
cercevede “Genglik” konulu sayimizda fmam Hatip Lisesi grencilerinin imam
Hatip Lisesini tercih nedenleri; 6rgiin egitimlerinin son agamasinda olan iiniversite
gencliginin otorite algilari ile dini tutum ve davraniglan arasindaki iligki; glintimiiz
genglerinin dini sorgu ve siipheleri iizerinden din ve dindarlik algilary; genglik
cagindaki bireylerin covid-19 siirecinde hayatin anlamina yonelik yasadiklari
degisiklikleri ve bu stres verici siirecte kullandiklar: basa ¢ikma stratejileri gibi
konular irdelenmistir. Ayrica giiniimiiziin en énemli psikolojik sorunlarindan olan
internet ve sosyal medya bagimlilig1 ile siber zorbalik ve magduriyet deneyimleri
arasindaki iligki; sosyal medya kullanicilarinin gercek yasamindaki kimlikleri, sanal
cemaat seciminde birer adres kagidi gibi islev gorebilecegi gibi meseleler de
dergimizde ele alinan konular arasinda yer almaktadir.

Universitelerin sorumlulugu igerisinde en &nemlisinin bilgi iiretmek
olduguna inanan biri olarak Hahiyat Akademi Dergisi'nin yayinlanmasinda emegi
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gecen herkese tesekkiirii bir borg biliyorum. Dergiye yazilartyla katkida bulunan
akademisyenlere de ayrica tesekkiirlerimi sunarim. Bu sayinin akademik camiaya
katki saglamasmnin otesinde genglerin anlagilmasina yardima olabildigi nispette
gayretlerimizin karsiligini bulacagi inancindayim.

Dog. Dr. Erol ERKAN
Gaziantep Universitesi flahiyat Fakiiltesi

[lahiyat Akademi Dergisi Say1 Editorii



From the Editor

This issue of the Journal of Theological Academia focuses on the topic of
“Youth”. The traces of social change as well as the direction of this chance can be
observed the best on the youth. Furthermore, the topic of youth cannot be neglected
for a country like Turkey where most of the population consists of young people.
Another topic to be considered in this context is the relationship between youth and
religion.

Youth is one of the most important periods of life. How the life will be shaped
in future years is a critical period for one. In addition to the search for ideological
approaches such as assigning a meaning to life, gaining an identity or setting ideals,
young people have responsibilities such as finding a job, establishing a family, being
useful for the society, gaining a social environment, coping with the challenges of life
and living in line with the objectives. In regard to the youth’s aforenoted search and
responsibilities, religion can help young people and make positive contributions.

Religion is regarded as a significant source of motivation for finding a meaning
to existence, positioning the self, overcoming the negative events in life, adapting to
the life and society, and managing the stress arising from the efforts to maintain the
life or adapt to the society or unexpected situations in this regard for youth and any
other period of life. Religion-society relationship in general and the topic of religion
and youth in particular has a dynamic characteristic, and they should therefore be
focused particularly.

In a process where all sorts of borders are passed/violated, social media use
increased, young people select their own social environments, virtual groups
emerged, virtuality replaced the reality, and religious thoughts and experiences were
re-configured, the topic of “youth” appears to be an important research field. Within
this frame, the reasons why students in the Religious Vocational High School chose
to go to this kind of high school; the relationship between the perception of authority
and religious attitudes and behaviors of university students who were at the last
stage of their formal education; the perceptions of religion and religionism through
religion-related questions and skeptical thoughts of today’s youngsters; the changes
that young people experienced during the Covid-19 pandemic regarding the
meaning of life; and the coping strategies which they used during this stressful
period were addressed in our issue on “Youth”. Furthermore, the relationship
between the Internet and social media addiction, which is one of the most important
psychological issues of the modern day, and cyber bullying and victimization
experiences, and identities of social media users in their real lives can be considered
as an address paper for selecting a virtual congregation, which is among the topics
reviewed in our journal.

As a person who believes that one of the most important responsibilities of
universities is generating information, I extend my gratitude to anybody who made



great efforts for the publication of the Journal of Theological Academia. I also thank
all the academics who contributed to the journal with their articles. I believe this issue
will yield positive results as it helps the youth be understood as well as make great
contributions to the academic society.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Erol ERKAN
Faculty of Divinity, Gaziantep University

Issue Editor of The Journal of Theological Academia
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