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A ¢

Sarkiyatcinin iki biiylik agmazi
vardir. ilk olarak, o, islam’i tam ve
dogru sundugunda, Yahudilik ve
Hiristiyanliktan sonra gelmis olan
bu dinin, okuyucusuna -cazip
gelmesinden korkabilir. Bu nedenle,
onun ¢alismas1 “ama” climleleriyle
doludur. Miisliman bir
oksidentalist ise, son dine mensup
olmanin rahatlifl ve Ozgiliveniyle
konusunu inceler ve yazdiklarinin
okuyucusuna cazip gelebilecegi
endisesini asla yasamaz. Yahudilik
ve Hiristiyanlik iizerine yazan bir
Miisliiman, Yahudilik tizerine yazan
bir Hiristiyanin rahatliginmi
hisseder. ikincisi, islam’1 ve diger
dogu din ve kiiltiirlerini aragtirma
slireci, batili devletlerin emperyalist
devlet politikalariyla es zamanl
ortaya c¢ikip gelistigi icin, cogu
oryantalist su veya bu sekilde

somiirgecilikle irtibatlh
gorilmiistir veya onlarla is
tutmustur. Bu iki acmaz
sarkiyatcinin en biiyiik

zorluklaridir ve bu iki cendereden
cikip kurtulabilen sarkiyatci sayisi
gercekten cok azdir.

Bununla birlikte, kendisi i¢in en
biiytik zorluklar olarak belirttigimiz

The orientalist has two major
dilemmas. Firstly, when he presents
Islam fully and correctly, he may
fear that this religion, which has
come after Judaism and
Christianity, appeal to its
readers. Therefore, his/her work is
full of “but” sentences. A Muslim
occidentalist examines the issues
and subjects with the comfort and
self-confidence of belonging to the
last religion, and never worries that
his/her writings may appeal to the
reader. A Muslim who writes about
Judaism and Christianity feels the
comfort of a Christian who writes
about Judaism. Secondly, since the
process of researching Islam and
other eastern religions and cultures
emerged and developed
simultaneously with the imperialist
policies of the western states, most
orientalists have been seen or
associated with colonialism in one
way or another. These two dilemmas
are the greatest challenges of the
orientalist, and and there are only a
few orientalists who have overcome
these two difficulties.

However, these two issues, which
we have identified as the biggest
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bu iki husus, gariptir ki,
sarkiyatciya en biiylik firsat1 da
sunmaktadir. Islam’1 tam ve dogru
sun(a)madign icin sarkiyatcinin
calismasi, misyonere bir el kitabi
olur. Somirgecilikle is tutmasi
nedeniyle, devlet, emperyalist
yayilmaciligini  genisletmek ve
sirdirmek icin  sarkiyatcinin
sagladig1 bilgilere ihtiya¢c duyar.
Bdylece sarkiyat¢t hem misyoner
kilise tegkilatlarimin hem de devlet
erkinin destegini arkasina
alabilmigtir. Bu nedenle, Avrupa ve
Amerika’nin pek ¢ok sehrinde
Sarkiyat, islam, Ortadogu, Hint, Cin
vb. alanlara odaklanmis sayisiz
enstiti acilmis ve biiyiik biitgelerle
desteklenmigtir. Biitce sikintisi asla
cekmeyen bu enstitli ve merkezler,
istedikleri kitaplar1 getirtebilmisler,
istedikleri kadar eleman istihdam
edebilmigler ve bu elamanlarini
calisma  yapacaklar1  {ilkelerde
arastirma yapmak veya yerel dilleri
0grenmek icin  uzun  siireli
destekleyebilmiglerdir.

Batida kilise, devlet ve liniversite
destegi alan ylizlerce Sarkiyat ve
Islam enstitiileri (veya benzer
kurumlar) olmasmna karsin, Islam
diinyasinda Garbiyat Enstitiilerine
rastlanmaz. Benzer sekilde,
Yahudilik Arastirmalari Merkezi,
Hiristiyanlhk Arastirmalar: Merkezi
ya da Israil Aragtirmalar1 Merkezi
gibi merkezleri de islam diinyasinda
gormek mumkiin degildir. Neden?
Ciinkii Islam diinyasinda,
Yahudilik, Hiristiyanlik veya Bati
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challenges for him/her, are strangely
presenting the greatest opportunity
for the orientalist. The orientalist’s
work becomes a handbook to the
missionary because he cannot or
does not want to present Islam fully
and correctly. Because of its
involvement with colonialism, the
state needs the information provided
by the orientalist to extend and
sustain its imperialist expansionism.
Thus, the orientalist has been able to
get the support of both missionary
church organizations and state
power. For this reason, numerous
institutes have been established and
supported in many cities of Europe
and America with a focus on
orientalism, Islam, Middle East,
India, China, etc. These institutes
and centers, which never have
budgetary problems, have been able
to bring the books they wanted,
employed as many staff as they
needed, and been able to fund these
staff for long-term support in
researching or learning local
languages in the countries where
they would study.

Although hundreds of orientalist
and Islamic institutes appear in the
West with the support of church,
state, and universities, there are no
occidentalist institutes in the Islamic
world. Similarly, centers such as the
Center for Jewish Studies, the
Center for Christian Studies or the
Center for Israeli Studies cannot be
seen in the Islamic world. Why?
Because in the Islamic world, there is
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lizerine bir enstitiiye biitce destegi
verebilecek ne misyoner kilise
tegkilati vardir ne emperyalist
politikalar giiden bir devlet ne de dis
politikasin1  belirlerken bilimsel
aragtirmalardan ve  verilerden
yararlanmak geregine inanan bir
anlayis vardir. Bu tiir enstitiilerin
acilmasi durumunda, bu kurumlara
en ¢cok muhafazakar camianin bazi
(belki de cogu) kesimlerinin kars:
c¢ikacagini tahmin etmek de zor
degil. Halbuki bu enstitiileri
kurmadan evrensel bir giig
olunamayacagi gibi, saglikli bir dig
politika da iiretilemez.

Edward Said “Sarkiyatciliga
tepki  Garbiyatgiik  olmamal1”
derken muhtemelen yaniliyordu.
Zira garbiyat¢inin ne misyonerlik
tegkilatlarinin ne de emperyalist
devletin hizmetkar:, yardimcisi ve

destekeisi
olmadigini/olamayacagimi  gbézden
uzak tutuyordu. Ayrica,

sarkiyatcinin sahip oldugu kilise ve
devlet destegine, muazzam biitce ve
biiytk kurumlara, garbiyat¢inin hic
sahip olmadigini, belki de asla sahip

olamayacagini da yine
gorememisgti.

Sarkiyatgidan farkli  olarak,
garbiyatci icin Onemli olan,
muhatabini anlamak ve karsilikli
sayglya dayali saghkh  iligki

kurmaktir. Anlamak ve tanimak,
diinyada baris icinde yagsamanin da
anahtaridir:

“Ey insanlar! Siiphe yok ki, biz
sizi bir erkek ve bir disiden yarattik

neither a missionary church
organization that can provide budget
support to an institute on Judaism,
Christianity or the West, nor a state
that implements imperialist policies,
nor an understanding that believes
in using scientific research and data
when determining the foreign
policy. It is not hard to imagine that
some (perhaps most) sections of the
Muslim conservative communities
would oppose such institutions if
they were opened. However, no state
can be a global power without
establishing these institutes, nor can
it produce a healthy foreign policy.
Edward Said was probably wrong
when he said, "The reaction to

orientalism should not be
occidentalism." For the occidentalist
has neither missionary

organizations that support him/her,
nor is he/she an employee, assistant
and supporter of the imperialist
state. Moreover, while the
orientalist gets the enormous
budget, and the support of the
church, the state and the large
institutions, the occidentalist do not
have and probably never will have
these.

Unlike the orientalist, the
occidentalist attaches importance to
understanding his/her interlocutor
and  establishing a  healthy
relationship based on mutual respect
because he/she feels that
understanding and knowing each
other is the key to living peacefully
in the world:
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ve birbirinizi tanimaniz i¢in sizi
boylara ve kabilelere ayirdik. Allah
katinda en degerli olanimiz, O’na

kars1 gelmekten en ¢cok
sakinaninizdir.  Siiphesiz  Allah
hakkiyla bilendir, hakkiyla

haberdar olandir.” (Hucurat, 49/13).
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“O mankind! We created you
from a male and a female, and made
you nations and tribes, that ye may
know each other. o! the noblest of
you, in the sight of Allah, is the best
in conduct. Lo! Allah is Knower,
Aware.” (Qur’an 49/13).
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