From the editor

Dear Readers

In this issue we are pleased to present 4
original articles and 2 reviews that touch
upon some of the today’s leading public
health challenges, specifically health
inequalities, smoking, and occupational

health.

The basic causes of health inequalities, their
importance and the means to reduce them
are discussed by Simsek and Kilic. The
authors have highlighted the social factors
and problems relevant to health coverage
and access to health services that form the
main roots of health inequalities and have
discussed ways to decrease these within the

community.

Ciceklioglu and colleagues have presented a
validity and reliability study of a scale that
they have generated to measure the
attitudes against the social determinants of
health and preventive health services

among medical students.

As is very well known, smoking/tobacco use
has been identified as the single biggest
cause of inequality in morbidity. Regarding
the status of smoking in Turkey, Doganay
and colleagues have conducted a systematic
review of smoking trends for both sexes in
Turkey during the past decades. They have

indicated a slowly decreasing trend among

men which has not been matched for
women. The authors have stressed the need
for nation-wide studies, which should be
conducted regularly to evaluate the current

and future trends in this country.

Peer education as one of the means to
decrease smoking among youth has been
evaluated by Yaslh and colleagues, and
community participation in clinics for
smoking cessation as well as other related
factors have been discussed by Pekel and

colleagues.

Some two-million people die every year
from work-related accidents and diseases
throughout the world. Occupational
accidents are distinguished by the fact of
their preventability. Giilhan and colleagues
have evaluated the occupational accidents

and related factors in one factory.

In this issue, you will find a sample of
leading public health problems. The
importance of a Journal is represented by
the quality of its content. We welcome your
comments for improving the content, your
suggestions, and your manuscript

submissions. I hope you will enjoy reading

this issue of the TJPH and find it useful...
Sincerely,
On behalf of Editorial Board of TJPH,
Assoc. Prof. Dr. F. Nur BARAN AKSAKAL

Editor
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Editorden
Degerli Okurlar,

Bu sayida size giiniimiiziin 6nde gelen halk
saghigl sorunlarindan saglikta esitsizlikler,
titin kullanim1 ve is kazalar1 konularina
deginen 4 orijinal makale, 2 derleme

sunmaktan mutluluk duyuyoruz.

Saglhikta esitsizliklerin temel kokenleri,
Onemi ve azaltma yollar1 Simsek ve Kili¢
tarafindan tartisiimis durumda. Yazarlar
saglikta esitsizliklerin temel kaynagi olarak,
sosyal faktorleri, saglik hizmetlerinin
kapsayicilign  ve ulasilabilirligi ile ilgili
problemleri vurguluyor ve toplumda

esitsizlikleri azaltma yollarini sunuyorlar.

Ciceklioglu ve arkadaslari tip 6grencilerinde
saghigin sosyal belirleyicileri ve koruyucu
saglik hizmetlerine karsi tutumu 6l¢ebilmek
amaciyla  gelistirdikleri  bir  o6lgcegin
gecerlilik-glivenilirlik analizini
paylasiyorlar.

Cok iyi bilindigi gibi, sigara igme/tiitiin
kullanimi hastaliklara yakalanma
konusundaki esitsizligin tanimlanmis tek ve
en bliylik nedeni. Tiirkiye’de sigara i¢me
durumu konusunda Doganay ve arkadaslari
yaptiklari sistematik derlemede son on yilda
Turkiye’de her iki cinsiyet icin sigara igme
egilimini incelemisler. Erkeklerde hafif
azalan bir trend bildirilmekte ancak

kadinlarda bu egilim gériilmemekte.

Yazarlar mevcut ve gelecek trendleri
degerlendirebilmek icin ulusal ¢apta diizenli
olarak yapilacak calismalara gereksinimi

vurguluyorlar.

Tutiin kullanim sikligin1 azaltmaya yonelik
olarak akran egitimi Yash ve arkadaslari
tarafindan, sigara biraktirma merkezlerine
toplum Kkatilimi ve basvuranlarda iliskili
faktorler ise Pekel ve arkadaslar: tarafindan

irdelenmis.

Her y1l diinyada iki milyon civarinda kisi ise
baglhh kazalar ve hastaliklar nedeniyle
yasamin yitirmekte. Is kazalari, énlenebilir
olmalar1 nedeniyle 6zel bir 6neme sahip.
Gilhan ve arkadaslari bir fabrikada is
kazalar ve iligkili faktorleri degerlendirerek

sunuyorlar.

Bu sayida halk saghginin 6nde gelen
problemlerinden 6rnekler bulacaksiniz. Bir
derginin O6neminin igeriginin niteliginde
oldugu inanciyla, giinden giine daha iyiye
giden bir icerik icin bizimle goris ve
onerilerini paylasmanizi ve yazilarinizi

gondermenizi diliyoruz.

THSD’nin bu sayisini keyifle okuyacaginizi

ve yararh bulacaginizi umuyoruz...
Saygilarimla,
THSD Yayin Kurulu adina,
Dog. Dr. F. Nur BARAN AKSAKAL

Editor
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