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Today, as a result of globalization, foreign language learning has become a necessity, rather than
a luxury. Daily activities such as reading a manual, using computer, searching internet to gain
knowledge or understanding newly introduced technological equipments, such as phone, requires
foreign language skills. As well as being a necessary component for adaptation into today’s daily life,
foreign language learning empowers individuals in countless ways including improvement of cognitive
skills, development of better understanding and appreciation of other cultures, better problem
solving skills and increased levels of creativeness. Furthermore, a recent study demonstrated that
bilingualism delays age related cognitive declines, meaning learning a foreign language is not only
beneficial to improve cognitive skills; but also serves as a buffer against negative forces.

In spite of becoming a crucial requirement of functionality in today’s daily life, many students perceive
second language learning as boring, difficult and unnecessary; forcing instructors to reevaluate the
current practices and search for better ways to improve second language instruction. This special
issue aims to provide instructors and researchers a better view of current practices and problems
of second language teaching, specifically English, as being the tool of scientific language in addition
to being the most commonly used language in the world. This special issue includes topics such
as Foreign Language Teacher Education and Methodology, Technology in Language Teaching,
Assessment and Material Design and Development.

We hope this issue will help educational researchers and practitioners to gain necessary knowledge to
better serve today’s pupils who are born and raised in a rapidly changing world where international
relationships and communication skills are a “must”.

Kiresellesmenin engellenemez hakimiyeti sonucu giiniimiizde yabanci bir dil 6§renmek tercihe dayali
ya da liks olmaktan gok bir gereklilik haline gelmistir. Bilgisayar kullanma, internetten bir bilgiyi
edinmeye calisma, aldifimiz esyalarin ydnergelerini okuyabilme ya da piyasaya yeni siiriilen teknolojik
bir cihazin 6zelliklerini anlayabilme gibi gilinlik hayatimizin rutin eylemlerinden pek codu yabanci
dili kullanabilme becerilerini gerektirmektedir. Cagimizda, glindelik yasama uyum saglayabilmenin
gerekli bir 6gesi olmasi yaninda yabanci dil 6grenme, zihinsel becerilerin gelisimi, diger kiltiirler
hakkinda bilgi kazanimi, anlama ve kabul, problem ¢6zme becerilerinde ve yaraticilik dlizeyinde artis
gibi sayisiz katkilariyla bireyin gelisimini desteklemektedir. Ek olarak, son yillarda yapilan galismalar
Gift dil becerilerine sahip olmanin yaslanmanin sonucu olarak ortaya gikan zihinsel kaybi geciktirdigini
ortaya koymaktadir. Bu bulgular, yabanci dil 6grenmenin sadece biligsel yetenekleri desteklemekle
kalmadigini, ayni zamanda biligsel yeteneklerin azalmasina neden olan olumsuz etkenlere karsi
koruyucu bir nitelik tagidigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Cagimizda ginlik yasaminin 6nemli bir gerekliligi olmasina karsin, pek cok 6grenci yabanci dil
egitimini sikici, zor ve gereksiz olarak algilamakta ve egitimcileri halihazirdaki egitim uygulamalarini
sorgulayarak daha verimli ve motive edici yontemler gelistirmeye zorlamaktadir. Dergimizin bu 6zel
sayisinin amaci yabanci dil egitimi, 6zellikle diinyada en yaygin olarak kullanilan ve bilimsel dilin
temel araci olarak kullanilan Ingilizce egitimi, konusunda egitimci ve arastirmacilarimiza halihazirdaki
uygulamalar ve problemler hakkinda genel bir cerceve olusturmaya yonelik calismalari bir arada
sunarak alanin gelisimine katkida bulunmaktir. Bu 6zel sayi Yabanci Dil Ogretmen Yetistirme Egitimi
ve Metotlari, Yabanc Dil Egitiminde Teknoloji, Materyal Gelistirme ve Dederlendirme gibi konulari
icermektedir.

Derginin bu sayisinin, editim alanindaki arastirmaci ve uygulayicilarina hizla degiserek kiiltiirlerarasi
iletisim ve iliskilerin “olmazsa olmaz” hale geldigi bir toplumda dogup biytyen gliniimiiz 6grencilerine
daha iyi rehberlik edebilmeyi sadlayacak bilgi ve anlayisi kazanmalarinda yardimci olmasini umut
etmekte ve emedi gegen tiim yazarlarimiza siikranlarimizi sunmaktayiz.

Es Editor
Siileyman INAN-Sevgi 0ZGUNGOR

Yardimci Editor
Vesile ALKAN



