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EDITORDEN

Kiymetli “Bolgesel Aragtirmalar Dergisi (BAD)” okuyuculari,

2020 yihnin Mart ayinda lilkemizde de goriilmeye baslanan Covid-19 pandemisi hem diinya
ekonomisini derinden etkilemis hem de uluslararasi siyasette biyik kirilmalara yol agmistir.
insan sagligini derinden etkileyen bu pandemi siireci, ayni zamanda giinliik yasantimizda da
buylk degisiklilere neden olmustur. Akademide online uygulamalar yayginlagmis ve gevrimigi
kaynaklarin 6nemi de bir o kadar artmistir. “Once insan”, “Yeniligilik” ve “Degisime Agiklik”
ilkeleri dogrultusunda hareket eden BAD, pandemi doneminin getirdigi yeni ihtiyaglara uygun
olarak hareket etmis ve yeni sayisinda olabildigince fazla makaleye yer vermeye calismistir.

Bolgesel uzmanlagmayi tesvik eden yayinlarimiz sayesinde gegtigimiz 4 yil igerisinde Orta
Asya’'dan Avrupa'ya, Ortadogu’dan Afrika'ya, Asya-Pasifik'ten Giliney ve Glneydodu Asya'ya
kadar birgok spesifik alanda ¢ok sayida eser ortaya koyduk. Uluslararasi hakemli, acik
erisimli ve tamamen (cretsiz olan dergimiz, bu vizyonu sayesinde alan indekleri konusunda
da onemli basarilara imza atti. AcademicKeys, ASOS Index, CEEOL, Cite Factor, DRJI, Index
Copernicus, ideal Online, JIFACTOR, Journal Factor, Research Bible, Sindex ve TUBITAK
DERGIPARK olmak iizere toplam 12 alan indeksi tarafindan kabul alan dergimizin ayrica
TUBITAK ULAKBIM veri tabanina yapmis oldugu basvuru da degerlendirme siirecindedir.

Dergimizin kisa sure icerisinde bu basariya ulasmasinda ¢ok dilli yayin politikasina sahip
olmasi oldukca etkili olmustur. Bu dogrultuda gectigimiz sayilarda Tiirkge disinda ingilizce
Rusca, Arapga, Farscga ve Azerbaycan Tirkgesi basta olmak tizere farkh dillerden olabildigince
fazla makaleye yer verdik. Ayni sekilde, her sayimizda spesifik alanlara yonelmeye 6zen
gosterdik. Bu baglamda, 4. Cilt 2. Sayimizda Orta Asta, Afganistan, Cin, Hazar Denizi,
Rus diasporasi, Hindistan ve Sri Lanka gibi konularda Orta, Gliney ve Dogu Asya merkezli
makalelere agirlik verdik. Ayrica bu sayimiza Cin, Afrika ve Tirkiye alanlarinda iki makaleyi
de eklemeyi uygun bulduk. Kitap incelemelerinde ise yine bolgesellesmeye 6zen gostererek
Mehmet Sait Dilek'in “Sorularla Amerikan Devrimi” adl kitabinin incelemesine ve Kazak
diplomat Bagdad Amrayev'in “Dogu ve Bati” adli eserinin degerlendirmesine yer verdik.

Dergimizdeki ilk makale, Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Serpil Gudiil ve Farida Labib Raof'un birlikte kaleme
aldiklari “Orta Asya'da Yeni Biyik Oyun'un Anahtari: Afganistan” adl c¢alismadir. Bu
makalede Orta Asya galigmak isteyenlerin oncelikle bilmesi gereken “Bliylik Oyun” ve “Yeni
Blyuk Oyun” kavramlan tzerinde durulmus ve Afganistan’in neden “Asya’nin kalbi” seklinde
anildigi nedenleriyle agiklanmstir. ikinci olarak, Dr. Aidarbek Amirbek ve Omirbek Hanayi'nin
migsterek caligmasi olan “Ticari-Ekonomik isbirligi Temelinde Cin-Orta Asya iliskilerinin
Analizi” baslikli makaleye yer verdik. Bu eserde 6zellikle Cin'in borglandirma stratejisi ve Orta



Asya iilkelerinin Gin'in bu borg¢ tuzagina nasil distiikleri anlatilmaktadir. Uglinci sirada ise
Dog¢. Dr. Umut Kedikli ve Yasar Cicek'in “Bolgesel ve Kiresel Giiglerin Enerji Politikalarinin
Hazar Denizi Uyusmazhgdina ve Cozimune Yansimalar” adli eseri yer almaktadir. Bu makale,
Hazar'a kiyidas Ulkelerin yasamis olduklari uyusmazliklan boélgesel ve kiresel boyutuyla
ortaya koymaktadir. Dordiinci olarak, Neslihan Setenay Berkil ve Dog. Dr. Muharrem Eksi’nin
ortak calismalarn olan “Rus Kamu Diplomasisinin Aragsallastinimasi Baglaminda Rus
Diasporas!” adli makaleye yer verdik. S6z konusu eser hem Rus kamu diplomasisini ortaya
koymasi hem de Rus diasporasinin bu siregteki roliini agiklamasi bakimindan 6zgiin bir
calisma niteligindedir.

Sayimizdaki besinci makale, Goktug Caliskan ile birlikte kaleme aldigimiz “Hindistan Siiligi
ve Iran-Hindistan iliskilerinde Siilerin Yeri” adli ¢alismadir. Bu eserle birlikte uluslararasi
iliskiler, dis politika, dini ve kiiltirel ¢alismalar literatiirine 6nemli bir katkida bulundugumuza
inaniyorum. Altinca sirada Ahmet Yigitalp Tulga’nin “The Effect of Ethnic Participation and
Ethnic Fractionalization on Terrorism in Sri Lanka” adli calismasina yer verdik. ingilizce
kaleme alinan makale, Hint Okyanusu’'nda stratejik bir ada ulkesi olan Sri Lanka'da yasanan
terdrizm sorununu etnisite acisindan degerlendirmektedir. Yedinci sirada ise Ahmed Abdi
Yusuf ile Prof. Dr. Mustafa Nail Alkan'in kalem aldiklari “Afrika Boynuzu’'nda Politik ve
Ekonomik Bir Gli¢ Olarak Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti” adli makale yer almaktadir. Bu eser, Cin'in
politik ve ekonomik glcunin ulastigi sinirlari géstermesi agisindan 6nem arz etmektedir.
Son olarak sayimizda, Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sitki Bilgin ile Gokhan Karaman'in “Apartheid Sonrasi
Giiney Afrika Cumhuriyeti Dis Politikasinda Giiney Afrika-Tirkiye iligkileri” adli makalesine
yer verdik. Boylelikle okuyucularimiza Asya’'dan Afrika'ya uzanan spesifik konularda onemli

eserler sundugumuzu distniyorum.

Covid-19 pandemisi bizlere yeni aligkanliklar kazandirmaya devam ederken, bizler de BAD
ailesi olarak bu yeni diizenin gereksinimlerine uygun bir sekilde sizlere glizel ¢alismalar
sunmaya 6zen gosterdik. Teknolojinin énemini ve bizlere sundugu avantajlari bir kez daha
kavradigimiz buginlerde sizlerin bu Ucretsiz kaynaktan olabildigince faydalanmasini temenni
ediyoruz. Bu sayimiza katkida bulunan akademisyen ve arastirmacilara, ayni sekilde dergi
yayin ekibine tesekkird bir bor¢ bilirim. 2021 yihinin saglik, barigs ve huzur getirmesini
diliyorum. Mayis 2021 sayisinda goriismek dilegiyle...

BAD Editori
Prof. Dr. Mehmet Seyfettin EROL



EDITORIAL

Dear readers of the Journal of Regional Studies (JRS),

The Covid-19 pandemic, which started to be seen in our country in March 2020, both deeply
affected the world economy and caused major fractures in international politics. The
pandemic, which deeply affects human health, has also caused great changes in our daily
life. Electronic media has become widespread in the academy and the importance of online
resources has increased as much. JRS, acting in line with the principles of “People First”,
“Innovation” and “Openness to Change”, acted in accordance with the new needs brought by

the pandemic period and tried to include as many articles as possible in its new issue.

Thanks to our publications that encourage regional specialization, we have produced many
works in many specific fields from Central Asia to Europe, Middle East to Africa, Asia-
Pacific to South and Southeast Asia in the past 4 years. Our international peer reviewed and
completely free journal has achieved significant success in indexes thanks to this vision. The
JRS is scanned by a total of 12 databases: AcademicKeys, ASOS Index, CEEOL, Cite Factor,
DRJI, Index Copernicus, Ideal Online, JIFACTOR, Journal Factor, Research Bible, Sindex and
TUBITAK DERGIPARK. The application we made to TUBITAK ULAKBIM database is also in
the evaluation process.

The fact that our journal has a multilingual publication policy has been very effective in
achieving this success in a short time. In this regard, we have included as many articles
as possible in different languages such as Turkish, English, Russian, Arabic, Persian and
Azerbaijani Turkish. Likewise, we have focused on specific areas in each issue. In this
context, we focalized on Central, South and East Asia-based articles on subjects such as
Central Asia, Afghanistan, China, the Caspian Sea, the Russian diaspora, India and Sri Lanka
in our Volume 4 Issue 2. Also, we found appropriate to add two articles in the issues of
China, Africa and Turkey. In the book reviews, we also paid attention to regionalization and
included the reviews of Mehmet Sait Dilek's book “American Revolution by Questions” and
the Kazakh diplomat Bagdad Amrayev's “East and West".

The first article in our journal, Asst. Prof. Serpil Gudul and Farida Labab Raof’s study titled
“The Key to the New Great Game in Central Asia: Afghanistan”. In this article, the concepts
of “Big Game” and “New Great Game” are emphasized and the reasons why Afghanistan
is called “the heart of Asia” are explained. Secondly, we have included the article titled
“Analysis of China-Central Asia Relations on the Basis of Trade and Economic Cooperation®,
which is the joint work of Dr. Aidarbek Amirbek and Omirbek Hanayi. In this work, especially
China’s debt strategy and how the Central Asian countries fell into this debt trap of China are



explained. In third place, Assoc. Prof. Umut Kedikli and Yasar Cicek’'s work “The Reflections
of Energy Policies of Regional and Global Powers on the Caspian “Sea” Dispute and Its
Remedy” is included. This article reveals the disputes of the Caspian countries within the
context of regional and global dimension. Fourth, we have included the article “The Russian
Diaspora within the Context of the Instrumentalization of Russia’s Public Diplomacy”, which
is the joint work of Neslihan Setenay Berkil and Assoc. Prof. Muharrem Eksi. This study is an
original work in terms of both revealing the Russian public diplomacy and explaining the role
of the Russian diaspora in this process.

The fifth article in our issue is “Shia in India and the Place of Shiites in Iran-India Relations”
that we co-authored with Goktug Caliskan. | believe that we have made an important
contribution to international relations, foreign policy, religious and cultural studies literature
with this work. At the sixth place, we featured Ahmet Yigitalp Tulga’s work “The Effect of
Ethnic Participation and Ethnic Fractionalization on Terrorism in Sri Lanka”. The article
evaluates the terrorism problem in terms of ethnicity in Sri Lanka, a strategic island country
in the Indian Ocean. In seventh place, There is an article titled “People’s Republic of China
as a Political and Economic Power in the Horn of Africa” written by Ahmed Abdi Yusuf and
Prof. Mustafa Nail Alkan. This work is important in terms of showing the limits of China’s
political and economic power. Finally, we included the article titled “Post-Apartheid South
Africa’s Foreign Policy in South Africa-Turkey Relations” by Prof. Mustafa Sitki Bilgin and
Gokhan Karaman. In this way, we have presented important works to our readers on specific
subjects ranging from Asia to Africa.

While the Covid-19 pandemic continues to bring us new habits, the JRS have taken care to
offer you good work in accordance with the requirements of this new order. Nowadays, as
we grasp the importance of technology and the advantages it offers us, we hope you will
benefit from this free resource as much as possible. | would like to thank the publication
and editorial board as well as the academicians and researchers who contributed to this
issue. | wish the new year brings health, peace and tranquility. Hope to see you in the May
2021 issue...

JRS Editor
Prof. Mehmet Seyfettin EROL
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