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Letter From the Guest Editor

Despite the availability advanced therapeutic modalities, gastrointestinal bleeding (GIB) remains 
a significant health concern worldwide not only because of its clinical manifestations but also due 
to associated hospitalizations and costs. Among all admissions for gastrointestinal bleeding, upper 
gastrointestinal bleeding (originating from esophagus, stomach and duodenum) accounts for about 
50% and lower gastrointestinal bleeding (from colon and anorectum) represents 40% of the cases 
and remaining 10% is indeterminate bleeding (arising from the small intestine). Gastrointestinal 
bleeding is a condition that warrants a multifaceted assessment all the way from the diagnosis to 
the treatment including detection of the severity of bleeding, resuscitation of the patient, 
localization of the bleeding site, laboratory studies, hospitalization process, initial medical 
therapies, endoscopic treatments, imaging methods and surgical treatment approaches. 

     This special issue focuses on gastrointestinal bleeding which is covered under the headings of 
variceal and non-variceal upper GI bleeding, lower GI bleeding, occult and obscure bleeding, 
hemorrhage associated with polypectomy, endoscopic mucosal resection (EMR) and endoscopic 
submucosal dissection (ESD), post-ERCP bleeding and GI bleeding occurring in individuals 
taking direct oral anticoagulants as well as treatments for the respective conditions. Each topic has 
been reviewed in detail by academicians with extensive knowledge in their areas of interest. This 
allowed updating of all information through different perspectives. This special issue also features 
a case report and quality research articles which present experiences of the general surgery, 
interventional radiology and gastroenterology specialists on GI bleeding. 

     It is our pleasure to bring you this special issue on gastrointestinal bleeding with the hope, 
excitement and belief that it will make a valuable contribution to the current understanding of 
GIB among physicians working in this field.

Dr.Talat AYYILDIZ
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