EDITORDEN

Iran, derin tarihi miras1 ve koklii devlet geleneginin yam sira, zengin kiiltiirel
dokusuyla Ortadogu’nun merkezi iilkelerinden biridir. Sahip oldugu bu 6zel-
likler ve tarihi siirecte genis bir cografyaya yayilmis olmasi sebebiyle iran,
oldukgca karmasik bir sosyal ve siyasi yap1 arz etmektedir. Ozellikle 1979 y1-
linda iilkede gerceklesen “Islam Devrimi”yle birlikte ayr1 bir kimlik kazanan
Iran, bu siire¢ sonrasinda daha da karmasik bir yapiya biiriinmiistiir. Siyaset
biliminden edebiyata, farkli disiplinlerden akademik makaleler yayimlayan
“Iran Calismalar1 Dergisi”, Tiirkiye’nin en énemli komsularindan biri olan
Iran’in, bilimsel ve akademik olarak daha yakindan, tarafsiz bir sekilde ta-
ninmast ve analiz edilmesi amacina katkida bulunmak tizere faaliyetini siir-
diirmektedir.

Mehmet Cetin’in kaleme aldig1 “Osmanli Devleti ile Iran Arasinda Tabii-
yet Ihtilafi: Tefrik-i Tebaa Uygulamas1” adli ¢alisma, bu sayimizin ilk ma-
kalesini olusturmaktadir. Makalede 19. yiizyilin ikinci ¢eyreginde Osmanli
Devleti ile fran arasindaki tabiiyet ihtilafinin ¢dziimiine yonelik bir politi-
ka girisimi olan Tefrik-i tebaa uygulamasi ¢ok boyutlu bir sekilde incelen-
mektedir. Bu baglamda Osmanli Devleti’nin kendi tebaas ile Iran tebaasi-
n1 ayirt etme politikasi arsiv belgeleri {izerinden ve tarihsel bir perspektifle
ele alinmaktadir. Bu saymin ikinci makalesini olusturan “Iran’in Sii Afgan
Gogmenleri Militan Olarak Kullanmasi: Liva Fatimiyun Ornegi” adli ¢alis-
ma, Tbrahim Karatas tarafindan kaleme alimmaktadir. Karatas, fran’a miilteci
olarak veya kacak yollarla gelen Sii Afganlarin Iran tarafindan nasil vekil
gruplara donustiirildiigiinii Liva Fatimiyun orgiiti izerinden detayli analiz
etmektedir. Makalede bu miiltecilerin Devrim Muhafizlari tarafindan zorla,
goniillii veya para karsiligi orgiite dahil edilerek kullanildigi iddia edilmek-
tedir. Akin Kiren’in “Diaspora Ozellikleri Baglaminda Istanbul’da iranlilar
(1870’lerden Cumhuriyet’in Ik Yillarina)” bashkli calismasi, bu saymin
iiclincii makalesidir. Bu makalede yazar, 19. Yiizyilin sonlarina dogru Os-
manli topraklarinda yasayan ve sayilari azimsanmayacak derecede olan Iran-
lilarin, Istanbul’da etkin bir topluluk haline gelmelerini incelenmektedir. Bu
dogrultuda Istanbul’daki Iranlilarin bir diaspora giicii olarak sergiledikleri
dayanigma, imparatorlugun idarecileri ve yerel halkla olan miinasebetleri,
ticarete katkilar1 gibi siyasi, sosyal, ekonomik ve kiiltiirel etkileri detayli bir
sekilde ele alinmaktadir.

Hasan Hazreti ve Adem Namli’nmn “Sah Ismail Dénemi Safevi-Portekiz Si-
yasi Iliskileri” adli ¢alismast bu saymin dérdiincii makalesini olusturmakta-
dir. Yazarlar makalede 16. yiizyilda Osmanli Devleti’ne kars1 tstiinliik elde
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etmeye calisan Safevi Devleti ile emperyalist hedeflerle Iran sularina gelen
Portekiz’in is birliginin politik, ekonomik ve stratejik boyutlarini ele almak-
tadirlar. Makalede ayrica Portekiz’in bolge devletlerine kars1 uyguladigi em-
peryalist politikalar ortaya konulmaktadir. Derginin besinci makalesi, Kiibra
Yilmaz tarafindan kaleme alinan “iran Siyasal Kiiltiiriinde Sia: Devrimden
Iran Devrimi dncesi ve sonrasi Sii anlayisin, iran’in siyasal kiiltiiriine etkile-
rinin ve giiniimiiz iran’da i¢ ve dis politika yaklasimlar1 iizerinde ne 6lciide
belirleyici oldugunun tespiti yapilmaktadir. Ayrica bu sayida iki kitap deger-
lendirmesi bulunmaktadir. {lk olarak Muammer Iskenderoglu, editérliigiinii
Oziim Sezin Uzun ve Hakan Giines’in yaptig1 “Islam Cumhuriyeti’'nde 40
Yil: Iran’da Toplum, Siyaset ve Degisim” adli kitab1 degerlendirirken ikinci
olarak Nursima Kabulantok, Mazlum Uyar’in kaleme aldig1 “Baglangicin-
dan Giiniimiize $i1 Politik Diislincesi” adli kitab1 degerlendirmektedir.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Thanks to its rich cultural fabric and historical heritage as well as a state
tradition with deep roots, Iran is one of the central countries of the Middle
East. Iran has a complex socio-political structure as a result of its expansion
over a wide geography throughout the course of history. The country became
an even more complex puzzle, after its transformation into a distinct identity
with the “Islamic Revolution” that took place in 1979. Covering a wide range
of disciplines from political science to literature, “The Journal of Iranian
Studies™ is dedicated to publishing academic research on Iran, to contribute
to the aim of reaching an objective understanding and analysis of the country
as one of Turkey’s most important neighbors.

The first article of the new issue written by Mehmet Cetin is titled “The
Controversy of Subjecthood Between the Ottoman Empire and Iran: The
Implementation of Discrimination of Subjects”. With a multidimensional
approach, the article examines the policy of the discrimination of subjects
(Tefrik-i Tebaa), which is a policy attempt to resolve the subjecthood problem
between the Ottoman Empire and Iran in the second quarter of the 19th century.
In this context, the policy of the Ottoman Empire to distinguish its own and
Iranian subjects is discussed with a historical perspective through archival
documents. The second article of the issue, written by ibrahim Karatas, is
titled “Iran’s Use of Afghan Shiite Migrants as Proxies: The Case of Liwa
Fatemiyoun”. Taking the Liwa Fatimiyoun organization as a case study,
Karatas analyzes in detail how the Shiite Afghans who came to Iran as refugees
or by illegal ways were turned into proxy groups by Iran. The article claims
that these refugees were recruited in the organization forcibly, voluntarily
or in return for money and used by the Revolutionary Guards. Akin Kiren’s
article, “Iranians in Istanbul in the Context of Diaspora Characteristics (From
the 1870s to the First Years of the Turkish Republic)” is the third article of
this issue. In this article, the author examines how a considerable number of
Iranians who lived in the Ottoman lands towards the end of the 19th century
became an active community in Istanbul. In this respect, the political, social,
economic and cultural effects such as the solidarity displayed by the Iranians
in Istanbul as a diaspora power, their relations with the rulers of the empire
and the local people, and their contributions to trade are discussed in detail.

The fourth article of this issue, “Political Relations Between Safevid and
Portugal in the Period of Shah Ismail”, is written by Hasan Hazreti and
Adem Namli. In the article, the authors deal with the political, economic
and strategic dimensions of the cooperation of the Safavid Empire, which



tried to gain superiority against the Ottoman Empire in the 16th century, and
Portugal, which came to Iranian waters with imperialist aims. The article
also reveals the imperialist policies of Portugal against the regional states.
The fifth article of the issue, titled, “Shia in Iranian Political Culture: The
Impact of Shia on Iranian Politics from the Revolution to the Present” is
written by Kiibra Yilmaz. The study investigates to which extent the Shiite
understanding before and after the Iranian Revolution is determinant on
Iran’s political culture and on the domestic and foreign policy approaches
in Iran today. Also, two book reviews take place in this issue. Firstly,
Muammer Iskenderoglu reviews the book titled “Islam Cumhuriyeti’nde 40
Yil: iran’da Toplum, Siyaset ve Degisim” (40 Years in the Islamic Republic:
Society, Politics and Change in Iran) edited by Oziim Sezin Uzun and Hakan
Glines; and secondly, Nursima Kabulantok reviews Mazlum Uyar’s work,
“Baglangicindan Giiniimiize Sii Politik Diigiincesi” (Shiite Political Thought
from the Beginning to the Present).
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