EDITORDEN

Turk dis politikasinda son yillarda en yogun paya sahip olan Ortadogu cograf-
yast bilimsel ve akademik calismalarin konusu olmay1 siirdurtyor. Bu gerceve-
de artan ¢abalara bir yenisini eklemek siartyla ortaya ¢ikan Turkiye Ortadogu
Calismalar1 Dergisi besinci sayisiyla okuyucuyla bulusuyor. Daha ¢ok Orta-
dogu cografyasina dair Turkiye perspektifli analizlere yer veren Turkiye Orta-
dogu Caligmalar1 Dergisi’nin oncelikli amaclar1 arasinda Turkiye’nin bolgesel
politikalardaki aktivizmine 151k tutmak, bu aktivizmin anlagilmasini saglamak
ve kritigini yapmak yer almaktadir. Bununla birlikte dergimizde Ortadogu’daki
siyasi, toplumsal ve ekonomik gelismeleri yeni perspektifler getirerek incele-
yen orijinal arastirmalar da yaymlanmaktadir. Turkiye Ortadogu Calismalari
Dergisi siyaset bilimi, uluslararasi iligkiler, tarih, ilahiyat, sosyoloji ve ekono-
mi gibi disiplinlerden Ortadogu’ya dair analizleri kabul etmektedir.

Turkiye Ortadogu Caligmalar1 Dergisi, Turk dig politikasi, toplum ve din ilig-
kileri, Turkiye nin Ortadogu politikas1 gibi konu bazli arastirma alanlarinin
yaninda, Iran, Irak, Misir, Levant ve Israil calismalar1 gibi uillke ve cografya
merkezli ¢calisma masalarinin bulundugu, yerli ve yabanci 31 arastirmaciya ev
sahipligi yapan Turkiye’nin bu alandaki en butyik kurumu olan Sakarya Uni-
versitesi Ortadogu Enstitust tarafindan yilda iki kez yayinlanmaktadir. Der-
giye gonderilen makaleler once editorler tarafindan sonrasinda ise en az iki
hakem tarafindan degerlendirilerek yayin stirecine girmektedir.

Altinci sayidaki ilk yazida Mahmut Cuneyt Yenigiin, Ortadogu’daki siyasi
siireclerde etkisi artan mezhep konusuna deginmektedir. “Ortadogu’da Catis-
ma Cozumii: Mezhepsel Yakinlasma” baglikli makalesinde Yenigiin, mezhebi
farkliliklarin Ortadogu ulkelerini yakinlastiran bir unsur olarak degerlendiril-
mesi gerektigini vurgulamaktadir. Bu sayidaki ikinci ¢alismada Nail Elhan,
1979’daki Iran Devrimi’nin Turkiye’deki yansimalarina odaklanmaktadir. Ali
Balcr’nin “Insan Haklar1 Rejimi, Bati ve Yeni-Somiurgecilik: Evrensel Insan
Haklar1 Ne Ise Yarar?” baglikli makalesi ise Bati’nin Ortadogu politikalarina
elestirel bir yaklagim getirmektedir.

Ayse Selcan Ozdemirci’nin ¢aligmasi son yillarin en kanli i¢ savasina sahne
olan Suriye’ye deginmektedir. Bu ¢ercevede Suriye i¢ savasinin Litbnan siya-
setine etkilerini inceleyen Ozdemirci, saha ¢aligmalar sirasinda edindigi bilgi-
lere analizinde yer vermektedir. Altinci sayidaki son makalede ise Selahattin
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Erturk Cift¢i “Ortadogu’da Rejim Giivenliginden Insan Giivenligine: Urdin
Ornegi” baghkli caligmasinda Urdin siyasetine tarihsel bir bakis acisiyla
incelemektedir. Dergimizin bu sayisinda Tunus Eski Digigleri Bakan1 Refik
Abdiisselam ile yapilan bir muilakat da yer almaktadir. Makalelerin diginda bu
sayimizda kitap analizleri de yer almaktadir.

Ortadogu’ya dair orijinal analizlere ihtiyacin iyice hissedildigi su gunlerde
Turkiye Ortadogu Caligmalar1 Dergisi yer verdigi aragtirma metinleriyle lite-
ratiire katki sunmay1 hedeflemektedir. Bu ve benzeri ¢abalar hem Turk bilim
dunyasit hem de Turk dis politikasin1 yonlendirenler icin onemli bir kazanim
olacaktir. Bu amag dogrultusunda Turkce ve Ingilizce arastirmalara yer veren
Turkiye Ortadogu Caligmalar1 Dergisi, sosyal bilimlerin ilgili alanlarinda Or-
tadogu’ya dair konularin Turkiye perspektifiyle farkli disiplinler araciligiyla
incelendigi tim yazilara aciktir.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The Middle East maintains an important position in academic studies and it has
a major share in Turkish Foreign Policy. Within this framework, the Turkish
Journal of Middle Eastern Studies which was actualized with the principle
of contributing to these incremental efforts is being issued once again. The
primary objectives of Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies are to present
analyses about Middle Eastern affairs, from a Turkish perspective. This is
being done through shedding light upon Turkey’s activism in regional affairs
and evaluating. Furthermore, the journal publishes scientific studies which
analyze political, economic and social developments in the Middle East
through the lens of emergent perspectives. Our Journal accepts studies on the
Middle East which have been written from multi- discipline perspectives and
from a number of fields: political science, international relations, and history,
theology, sociology and economics.

Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies is currently being issued biannually
by Sakarya University Middle East Institute which is one of the biggest
institutions in Turkey in the field of the Middle East studies. The Institute
comprises of 31 researchers from home and abroad who teach and study
Turkish foreign policy, community, and religious associations, and Turkey’s
Middle East policies. In addition, we have experts on individual country studies
such as Iran, Iraq, Egypt, Levant, and Israel. Materials sent to the journal are
being reviewed at least by two academic referees and then enter the process of
publication.

In the first article of the 6th issue, Mahmut Ciineyt Yenigin, touch upon the
concept of sect which has been influential to political processes in the Middle
East. In his article, “Conflict Resolution for the Middle East: Sectarian
Rapprochement”, he emphasizes that sects should be considered as a catalyst
for the Middle Eastern States. In the second article, Nail Elhan, focuses on the
echoes of Iranian Revolution in 1979 in Turkey. Ali Balct’s article “Human
Rights Regime, West, and Neo-Colonialism: What are Universal Human
Rights for?” introduces a critical approach to Middle East policies of the West.

Ayse Selcan Ozdemirci’s article, “The Effects of The Syrian Civil War
On Lebanon” focuses on, the land of the bloodiest war of the last decade,
Syria. Incorporating her findings from a fieldwork, Ozdemirci reflects on the
consequences of Syrian Civil War on the Lebanese politics. In the last article of
this issue, “From Regime Security to Human Security In Middle East: Jordan
Sample”, Selahattin Erturk Ciftci analyzes the political conditions of Jordan
from a historical perspective. This issue also includes a special interview with



the Former Foreign Minister of Tunisia Rafiq Abdessalem which provides
valuable insight into the Arab Spring.

Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies has the purpose of making a
substantial contribution to the literature on the Middle East from Turkish
perspective which is currently an urgent need. The Journal offers not an
insignificant contribution to the Turkish and world academia, and it is valuable
sources for the policy advisors on Turkish foreign policy. Hence, the Turkish
Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, which publishes articles both in English and
Turkish, welcomes scholars to submit high standards pieces in related social
sciences.
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