EDITORDEN

Yeni bir sayi1 ile daha karsinizdayiz. Bu sayida ilk makale Muhammet Fatih
Ozkan ve Giirol Baba’nin birlikte kaleme aldiklar1 “Dengeleme Araciligty-
la Giig, Dengesi Olusturma: Iran’in Irak Kiirtleri ile Iliskileri (2011-2018)”
basligim tasiyor. Makale Arap Bahari sonras1 doneme odaklanarak iran’m
bolgedeki gii¢, dengesini koruma gabalarmi Irak Kiirt bolgesinde yasanan ge-
lismeler baglaminda analiz ediyor. Gii¢, dengesi kavraminin sadece akademik
bir terim olmadigini1 bir dig, politika stratejisi olarak da kullanilabilecegini
ileri siiren c¢aligma, dengelemenin 6zellikle klasik realistlerin sOylediginin
otesinde sadece sistemik diizeyde erisilmesi gereken bir durum olmadigini
ayn1 zamanda ¢ok daha sinirl ve alt bolgesel diizeylerde de kullanilabilecek
bir strateji oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Hussein Al-Ahmad imzasi tastyan ikinci ¢aligma ise “Arabuluculuk Catisma-
st: Pan-arap uluslararasi uydu TV yaymciligiin araciligiyla Filistin Boliin-
mesinin arabuluculugu” bagligini tagimaktadir. Siyaset ve haber yayinciligt
arasindaki etkilesime ve basmin siyasi gerilimlerdeki arabuluculuk roliine
odaklana makale PASTV nin Filistin’in siyasi karar alma siirecini gekillen-
dirmede oynadig etkili rolii ele almaktadir. 2007 yilinda Filistin’de El Fetih
ve Hamas arasinda patlak veren ig, catisma sirasinda PASTV nin tistlendigi
arabuluculuk roliiniin tesadiifi olmadigini ileri siiren makale, bu roliin bolge-
sel finansorlerin ¢atismadaki ¢ikarlariin bir uzantisi oldugunu ortaya koy-
maktadir.

A. Cihangir Isbilir “Sivil Toplum kuruluslarinin Baris Insas1 Fonksiyonlari
ve Tiirk STK’larinin Baris insa edici kapasitesi iizerine Bir degerlendirme”
baslikli makalesinde sivil toplum kuruluslarinin baris insa fonksiyonlari te-
orik olarak analiz etmektedir. Bu baglamda Tiirk STK’lara yakindan bakan
caligma, s6z konusu STK’larin baris inga edici kapasitelerini tartismaktadir.
Onur Akdogan imzasini tastyan “Irak’in Ilk askeri darbesi: 1936 Bekir Sitki
darbesi” baglikli ¢alisma okuyucular tarihe gotiiriiyor. Modern Irak’n ilk
askeri darbesinin olusumuna yakindan bakan ¢aligma silahli kuvvetlerin Irak
siyasetini bu darbe ile belirlemeye basladigini ve bu etkinin 1943°¢ kadar
neredeyse tiim Irak kabinelerinin ylikselisinde ve diisiisiinde en belirleyici
faktor oldugunu savunuyor.

Abdulgani Bozkurt’un “Misliiman kardesler, siyasal mesruiyet ve se¢imler:
Urdiin iizerine Bir Inceleme” baslikli calismasi Urdiin’de muhalif bir hareket
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olarak Miisliiman Kardesler’e odaklantyor. Bozkurt’a gore, Miisliiman Kar-
desler Urdiin’de segimler iizerinden siyasi miicadelesini yiiriiterek sistem ici
bir aktor olarak kalmigtir. Miilakatlar ile de zenginlesen ¢alisma Miisliiman
Kardeslerin bask1 altinda olsa da Urdiin’de sistem icinde kalmaya devam
edecegi ve mesruiyetini secimlere katilarak kanitlamaya c¢alisacagi dngorii-
siinde bulunmaktadir. Mehmet Oztiirk Miisliiman Kardesler’e 151k tutan bir
baska calismay1 kaleme almistir. “Dogu Afrika’da Miisliman Kardesler ve
el-Islah Ornegi” baslikli calisma pek ilgi gérmeyen bir konuya Miisliiman
Kardeslerin Dogu Afrika’daki etkilerinin nasil olduguna bakmaktadir. Bunu
yaparken de Somali’deki el-Islah’in s6z konusu hareketle iliskisini ortaya
cikarmaktadir.

Son makalede Neslihan Kuran yine Tiirkiye’de pek ¢aligilmayan bir konuyu
ele almaktadir. “Afrikal Falagsalar: Falasalarin etnik koken Teorileri ve dini
kimlikleri {izerine karsilastirmali Bir analiz” baglikli ¢aligmasinda Kuran,
bugiinkii statiilerinden ¢ok Falagalarin kdkenlerini anlamaya ¢alismakta ve
Yahudilikle baglarini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu baglamda Falasalarin biinye-
sindeki biblikal-Ibrani unsurlar1 nasil ve ne sekilde elde etmis, olabilecekleri-
ni incelemektedir. Son olarak bu sayida Umut Turgut Yildirim, Mehdi Sosar
ve Berfin Lara Sahin imzal1 3 adet kitap degerlendirmesine de yer veriyoruz.

Bu sayu ile birlikte 3 yil i¢in iistelendigim editorliik gorevini de tamamlamis
oluyorum. Bu siiregte biitiin yiikii tistelenen editdr yardimcisi arkadaglarima
isimlerini anarak tesekkiir etmek isterim. Ibrahim Efe, Mustafa Yetim, Nuri
Salik, I. Ayta¢ Kadioglu, Talha Ismail Duman, Serra Can, Fatma Zehra To-
coglu, Mustafa Caner ve Berkan Ozgiir’e 3 y1l boyunca derginin ¢ikmasinda
verdikleri emekler i¢in ¢ok tesekkiirler. Gorevi devralacak olan arkadaslara
da verimli bir seriiven ge¢irmeleri dileklerimle. ..
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EDITOR’S NOTE

We have a new issue for you. The first article in this issue is titled “Generat-
ing Balance of Power via Balancing: Iran’s Relations with the Iraqi Kurds
(2011-2018)” by Muhammet Fatih Ozkan and Giirol Baba. The study fo-
cuses on the post-Arab Spring period and analyzes Iran’s efforts to maintain
the balance of power in the region regarding the developments in the Iraqi-
Kurdish region. The study, which argues that the concept of balance of power
is not only an academic term but can also be used as a foreign policy strategy,
reveals that balance is not only a state that needs to be reached at the systemic
level, beyond what classical realists say, but also a strategy that can be used
at a much more limited and sub-regional level.

The second article by Hussein Al-Ahmad is titled “A Mediatised Conflict:
The Mediatisation of Palestinian Split in Pan-Arab Transnational Satellite TV
Journalism.” Focusing on the interaction between politics and news broad-
casting and the mediating role of the press in political tensions, the article
examines the influential role PASTV plays in shaping Palestinian political
decision-making. The article argues that the mediation role PASTV assumed
during the internal conflict that broke out between al-Fatah and Hamas in
Palestine during 2007 was not accidental, revealing that this role was an ex-
tension of the interests of the regional financiers in the conflict.

Moreover, A. Cihangir isbilir theoretically analyzes the peace-building func-
tions of civil society organizations in his article titled “An Evaluation on the
Peacebuilding Functions of Civil Society Organizations and the Peace Build-
ing Capacity of Turkish NGOs.” The study, which looks closely at Turkish
NGOs, discusses the peace-building capacities of the NGOs. The work titled
“Iraq’s First Military Coup: The 1936 Bekir Sidqi Coup” by Onur Akdogan
takes readers on a history journey. The study, which takes a closer look at
the formation of the first military coup in modern Iraq, argues that the armed
forces began to determine Iraqi politics with this coup, and this impact was
the most decisive factor in the rise and fall of almost all Iraqi cabinets until
1943.

Abdulgani Bozkurt’s work titled “Muslim Brotherhood, Political Legitimacy
and Elections: A Case Study on Jordan” focuses on the Muslim Brother-
hood as an opposition movement in Jordan. Bozkurt claims that the Muslim
Brotherhood continued its political struggle through elections in Jordan and
remained an actor within the system. The study, enriched with interviews,
predicts that even though the Muslim Brotherhood is under pressure, it will
continue to stay in the system in Jordan and try to prove its legitimacy by



participating in the elections. Mehmet Oztiirk provided another study that
sheds light on the Muslim Brotherhood. His study titled “Muslim Brother-
hood in East Africa and the Case of Al-Islah” investigates the influence of
the Muslim Brotherhood in East Africa, a topic that has not received much
attention. The author reveals the relationship of al-Islah in Somalia with the
movement in question.

The last article by Neslihan Kuran addresses another subject that did not
grasp much attention in Turkey. In this paper titled “African Falashas: A
Comparative Analysis of Falashas’ Ethnicity Theories and Religious Identi-
ties,” Kuran tries to understand the origins of the Falashas rather than their
current status and reveals their ties to Judaism. She examines how and in
what way the Falashas may have acquired the bibliographical Hebrew ele-
ments within their society. Finally, in this issue, 3 book reviews by Umut Tur-
gut Yildirim, Mehdi Sosar and Berfin Lara Sahin is available for our readers.

I have also completed the editorial task with this issue that I have conducted
for the last three years. [ would like to offer my gratitude to my co-editor col-
leagues who took all the burden in this process by mentioning their names.
Many thanks to Ibrahim Efe, Mustafa Yetim, Nuri Salik, I. Ayta¢ Kadioglu,
Talha Ismail Duman, Serra Can, Fatma Zehra Tocoglu, Mustafa Caner and
Berkan Ozgiir for their efforts in publishing the journal for these 3 years. I
hope the colleagues who will take over the task also have a resultful adven-
ture.
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