EDITORDEN

Turkiye Ortadogu Calismalar1 Dergimizin yeni sayisi ile karsinizdayiz. Edi-
torlugunu devraldigimiz dergimizin bu sayisinda yedi makale ve iki kitap
kritigi bulunmaktadir. Birinci makale Gokhan Kartal tarafindan yazilan
“Enerji Guvenligi, [hracat ve Ekonomik Buyume iliskisi: Orta Dogu Ul-
keleri Ornegi’bashklh makaledir. Bu makalede yazar Ortadogu’daki on alti
ulkeyi enerji gavenligi, buytime ve ihracat iliskisi baglaminda ve yirmi alt
yili icine alacak sekilde incelemektedir. Enerji gtivenligini ise, elde bulu-
nabilir, erisilebilir, kabul edilebilir ve uygun fiyath olmak tizere dort temel
baglamda degerlendirmektedir. Bu baglamda Ortadogu’da enerji gtivenligi-
ni konu edinen diger calismalardan daha kapsaml bir analiz yapma iddiast
tastmaktadir. Kartal'n ampirik calismasi enerji gavenligi risk seviyesindeki
artis ile ekonomik buytime arasinda ters oranti oldugu yonunde bir sonuca
varmaktadir. Arastirma Ortadogu tlkelerinin enerji gtivenligine iliskin pet-
rol ve dogalgaz ticaretinde gtivenli rotalarin secilmesi, yenilenebilir ener-
ji kaynaklarina yonelinmesi ve ekonomideki enerji gelir-gider paylarinin
azaltilmasina yonelik onlemlere iliskin cesitli onerilerde bulunmaktadir.

Bu sayimizin ikinci makalesi olan “Arap Isyanlari Sonrast Suriyenin Sos-
yo-politik Dontsimune Esitsiz ve Bilesik Gelismeci Bir Yaklasim: “Savas
Fkonomisi” ve “Yeniden Insa” Streclerinde Uluslararas: ve Yerel Dinamik-
lerin Etkilesimi” calismasini Hikmet Mengtiaslan kaleme almistir. Men-
giaslan arasurmasinda Arap Isyanlarl sonrast Suriye’deki sosyo-politik
donustm esitsiz ve bilesik gelisme yaklasimi araciligiyla ele almaktadir.
Yazar makalesinde yerel ve uluslararas: olmak tizere iki analiz birimi kul-
lanmakta ve bu iki dinamigin etkilesiminin sosyo-politik déntisumdeki
etkisini anlamlandirmayr amaclamaktadir. Ozelde ise savas ekonomisi ve
yeniden insa olmak tzere iki temel etkenin bu donustmdeki rolt analiz
edilmektedir. Yazar neo-liberal ekonomik ve politik faktorlerin toplumsal
esitsizligi korukledigi sonucuna varmaktadir.

Uctinctt makalemiz Melih Yildizm yazdigi “Rusyanin Ortadogu’ya Do-
nustnun Askeri Boyutu” baglikli makaledir. Yazar makalesinde Rusyanin
Sovyetler Birligi doneminden beri Ortadogu’da tesis ettigi hegemonik gu-
ctin mahiyetine atifta bulunmakta ve Suriye I¢ Savasi ile birlikte bu nu-
fuz saglama durumunun buytik olctde askeri araclar ile saglandig: tezini
savunmaktadir. Bu iddiadan hareketle yazar son donemde ciddi sekilde
tartisilan Rusyanin bolgede uyguladig: stratejinin askeri boyutunu deger-

IX



lendirmektedir. Yildiz bu calismada Sovyetler Birligi ve Rusya donemlerini
Ortadogu ulkeleri uzerindeki etkileri bakimindan karsilastirmal bir sekil-
de analiz etmeyi amaclamistir. Yazar Rusya’nin bolgede ntfuz saglayabil-
mesini Suriye ve Misir ile kurdugu askeri isbirligi ile aciklamistir.

Mustafa Sahin “Turkiye’nin Somali Politikasinin Incelenmesi: 2011-2020
Donemi” baslikli makalesinde Turkiyenin Somali'de uyguladig insa-
ni diplomasi ve devlet insa sureclerini yumusak guc ile hayata gecirmeyi
amacladigim savunmaktadir. Insani yardim programlar ile Somali-Turkiye
arasinda iliskilerin kuvvetlendigi ve Ttrkiyenin son donemde Somali’de
insani diplomasi ytruten en gucli aktor oldugu iddia edilmektedir. Battal
Dogan ise “Ttrkiye ve Irann Arap Bahari Dénemi Dis Politikasi ve Arap
Basinina Yansimalari, 2011-2015” bashikli calismasinda Misir ve Tunus'ta
kisa suren ayaklanmalarin, Libya ve Suriye’de bolgesel ve uluslararas: gtic-
lerin de katihmiyla daha uzun sureli ve i¢ savas seklinde gectigi degerlendi-
rilmistir. Dogan bu ¢alismada Iran ve Turkiye’nin Arap bahar ayaklanma-
larina mudahalelerini ve bunlarin basinda nasil karsilik buldugunu analiz
etmektedir. Bu analizi yapabilmek i¢in icerik ve sdylem analizi olmak tuze-
re iki farkl analitik yontem kullanmistir. Arastirmact; Turk-Islam mode-
lini sarth bicimde kabul eden Islamci olarak tanimlanabilecek yazarlarin,
[ran'n mezhep eksenli yayillmact modeline karst Sunni bir ittifak onerdigi
sonucuna varmistir.

Necmettin Acar “Iran-Suudi Arabistan Rekabeti Karsisinda Cin Dis Politi-
kas1” adl1 makalesinde Cin’in enerji gtivenligini ulusal gtivenlik stratejileri-
nin basat unsurlarindan biri olarak gordugu icin dis politikasini belirlerken
bu unsura 6zel onem atfettigini belirtmektedir. Enerji ihtiyact git gide artan
Cin'in, bu ihtiyacin yarisindan fazlasimi karsiladigr Korfez bolgesindeki tl-
kelere temkinli yaklasug degerlendirilmektedir. Bu bakimdan Iran-Suudi
Arabistan arasindaki rekabette tarafsizlik politikasi guttugt ve bu politika-
nin enerji ihtiyacini gtivence altina alma arayisindan kaynaklandigi ongo-
rulmektedir.

Raheb Mohammadi Ghanbarlou ve Aykut Sigin tarafindan yazilan “Konut
Alimiyla Baslayan [ran’dan Turkiye'ye Gog Stireclerinin Nedenlerini Anla-
maya Yonelik Sosyolojik Bir Inceleme” baghkh makalede yazarlar Iranlila-
rin Tuarkiye'ye iliskin son donemde yogunlasan konut aliminin sonuclarimi
incelemektedir. Bu calismayn iliskiler ag1 ve itme-cekme teorik altyapilariyla
degerlendirmeyi amaclamaktadirlar. Calisma icin yapilan yari-yapilandirl-
mus ve yirmi iki katthmeimnin yer aldigr gortismeler calismada dikkat cekici



sonuclar ortaya ¢itkmisur. Cahsmada fran’ i dengesiz ekonomik kosullari,
toplumsal sikintilar ve egitimde yasanan sikintilarin itici faktorler oldugu
ve bunlarn tersinin mevcut oldugu Turkiye ise Iran vatandaglan icin ca-
zip bir yasama alani olarak goruldugu sonucuna varilmistir. Son olarak bu
sayida Kadir Aydin tarafindan yazilan “Imparatorlugun Son Savast: Birinci
Duinya Savastna Neden ve Nasil Girdik?” ve Deniz Dede tarafindan yazilan
“Osmanli’da Parcalanmaya Dair Farkli Perspektifler: Son Osmanli Kusag:
ve Modern Ortadogunun Olusumu” baslikh kitaplarn degerlendirmeleri
yer almaktadir.

I. Ayta¢ KADIOGLU
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The new issue of the Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies is out.
We, the new editorial board, have seven articles and two book reviews
in this issue. The first article is written by Gokhan Kartal and titled “The
Relationship between Energy Security, Exports, and Economic Growth:
The Case of Middle Eastern Countries”. The author assesses sixteen
countries in the Middle East in regard to the relationship between energy
security, growth and exports. These dimensions are examined considering
a twenty-six-year period. Energy security’s four main aspects - availability,
affordability, accessibility, and acceptability - are utilized for the analysis.
The article claims to provide a more comprehensive framework compared
to other research, which focus on energy security in the Middle East thanks
to the detailed analysis of energy security. Kartal’s research concludes that
there is an inverse ratio between the rise in the risk of energy security and
economic growth. The study has several recommendations regarding the
energy security of the Middle East including but not limited to choosing
safe trade routes for oil and gas trades, focusing more on renewable energy
resources, and taking measures to decrease the share of energy revenues
and expenses.

The second article “An Uneven and Combined Development Approach
to post-Arab Revolts Syria’s Sociopolitical Transformation: The Interaction
between International and Local Dynamics in the Processes of ‘War
Economy’” and ‘Reconstruction” is written by Hikmet Mengtiaslan. The
author examines the socio-political transformation in Syria during the
term of Arab uprisings through an uneven and combined development
approach. Menguaslanutilizes local and international dynamics and aims
to explain the influence of the interaction between these two dynamics
on the transformation of socio-political transformation. In particular, it
analyses the role played by the ‘war economy’ and ‘reconstruction’ terms in
this transformation. The author concludes that neo-liberal economic and
political factors deteriorated social inequality.

The third article is written by Melih Yildiz and titled “The Military
Dimension of Russia’s Return to the Middle East”. The author emphasizes
the hegemonic power of Russia in the Middle East since the term of the
Soviet Union. He argues that this power is aimed to be applied through
military means in the Syrian civil war. The author discusses a timely



topic which is the regional strategy of Russia in the Middle East. Yildiz
makes a comparison between the Soviet Union and Russia in regard to
their hegemonic power in Middle Eastern countries. The author states that
Russia was successful in imposing its power in the region thanks to its
military cooperation with Egypt and Syria.

Mustafa Sahin’s “Analyzing Turkeys Somalia Policy: 2011 - 2020 Term”
article states that Turkey aims to carry out humanitarian diplomacy and
the process of state-building through its soft power. It is argued that the
relationship between the Turkish and Somalian states has been strengthened
through humanitarian aid programs, which has been resulted in Turkish
humanitarian diplomacy being the strongest international actor employing
humanitarian diplomacy. Battal Dogan’s “The Foreign Policy of Turkey and
Iran in the Arab Spring Period and Its Reflections on the Arab Press, 2011-
2015” article explains that the uprisings in Egypt and Tunisia lasted in the
short-term, while the uprisings in Libya and Syria are long-term civil wars.
Dogan analyses the interventions of Iran and Turkey in the Arab uprisings
and the reflection of these interventions in the media. In order to carry out
this analysis, content analysis and discourses analysis were used by the
author. He concludes that Islamist authors have recommended a Sunni
alliance to Stop Iran’ sectarian expansionism.

Necmettin Acar’s “Chinese Foreign Policy Against Iran-Saudi Arabia Rivalry”
article states that China’s energy security is one of the critical elements of
its national security and determines its foreign policy. Considering the fact
that China’s energy needs are increasing day by day, it has to be careful in
its relationship with the Gulf states as China receives energy sources from
these states. Therefore, China aims to be neutral in the case of the rivalry
between Iran and Saudi Arabia. Acar argues that the reason for this strategy
is to secure its energy needs.

Raheb Mohammadi Ghanbarlou and Aykut Sigin’s “A Sociological Analysis
of the Reasons for the Immigration Processes from Iran to Turkey through
Property Purchase” article examines the consequences of Iranians buying
properties for the sake of immigration in Turkey. The authors aim to
evaluate this question through the push and pull factors. The article
utilizes twenty-two semi-structured interviews which include interesting
findings. The research finds that Iran’s uneven economic conditions, social
issues and problems in the education system are the pushing factors for
Iranians to leave Iran, while Turkey’s open society, stable economy and
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responsive education system result in Iranians to desire living in Turkey.
Finally, this issue includes two book reviews “Imparatorlugun Son Savast:
Birinci Dunya Savasina Neden ve Nasil Girdik?” written by Kadir Aydin
and “Osmanli’'da Parcalanmaya Dair Farkli Perspektifler: Son Osmanl
Kusag1 ve Modern Ortadogunun Olusumu” written by Deniz Dede.

I. Aytac KADIOGLU



