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General Information 

 

 

Journal of Balkan and Black Sea Studies is an interdisciplinary refereed journal focusing 
on the humanities and social sciences of the Balkan countries and the former Soviet 
republics. The journal welcomes contributions in the fields of history, economics, 
politics, international relations, culture, art, geography, literature, theology, 
ethnography and environmental sciences. The idea behind this initiative is to extend 
a cross-cultural and cross-disciplinary approach over issues of regional importance.  
Under this light, the journal aspires to act as an academic forum for scholars in 
historical as well as contemporary context on a wide range of cross-regional issues 
and to provide the epistemological framework for a comparative investigation, 
which would enhance our understanding of the Balkan, and Black Sea societies, 
polities and communities.  Furthermore, manuscripts connecting the region with 
wider scopes, such as technological applications, will be also considered.   

The journal is published online with two issues per year (June and December) 
commencing in 2018 and themed issues are anticipated. Submitted manuscripts 
should be original and not published or under consideration for publication 
elsewhere.  Their length should not exceed 8.000 words. The manuscript will be 
subject to anonymous peer-review by at least two members of the scientific 
committee. The use of graphics and images in colour is encouraged and not subject 
to limitations (within reason). However, it is the responsibility of the individual 
authors to acquire copyright permission if needed. The language for manuscripts is 
English and Turkish. Articles, other than in English or Turkish, will be occasionally 
accepted. Articles must have an abstract of up to 150 words in English.  

Indexes and Platforms: ISI, DRJI, ASOS, Cite Factor, H-Soz-Kult, H-Net, WorldCat, 
ResearchGate, WZB, academia.edu. 
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Guidelines for Submission: Each issue will include articles, review essays, and shorter book 
reviews. All articles are to be submitted in electronic form to the journal editorial board 
at http://dergipark.org.tr/balkar. Submissions are to be up to 8,000 words in length and 
may be accompanied by footnotes and a bibliography. Transliterations will be kept to a 
minimum, and when used will follow the standard adopted by the appropriate 
scholarly bodies in the respective language areas. Articles are expected to be written in 
English though submissions in other languages can also be considered. Review essays 
are to be up to 4,000 words in length. They may review one or more books and may also 
focus on multiple works of a single author, works in a series, or publications around 
particular historical sources. Book reviews are to be 1,000 words in length.   

Review of Submissions: All submissions are evaluated through a double-blind review 
process and include review both by editorial board members and external reviewers. 
Publishable Copy: Articles are to be submitted via electronic means in Word format and 
accompanied by a copy in pdf format. The pictures and figures should be sent 
separately in 200 dpi resolution in tif format.  

General Style Rules: 1. The text must be formatted with 1.5-inch margins and be double-
spaced. 2. A separate cover sheet must be included with the manuscript title, author’s 
name, ORCID iD Number, professional affiliation, complete mailing address and 
telephone number. 3. A short abstract of 70–100 words in English (including also five 
key words) should accompany the article. 4. Capitalization: authors should be consistent 
in their use of capitalization. 5. Italics: the titles of works and periodicals should 
normally be italicized. Foreign words should also be italicized. 6. In general, foreign 
words and phrases, both in main text and footnotes should be provided in translation. 
All non-Roman alphabets should be transliterated according to the rules of international 
transliteration. 7. All articles should include footnotes. 8. All articles should have a 
bibliography at the end of the article. 9. Illustrations, tables, maps and figures must be 
numbered consecutively in the text and captions identifying the source of any image or 
data should be used. Figure title: below the picture; Table title: above the table. 10. For 
further reference, The Chicago Manual of Style Online 
(http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org) is recommended.   
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Editorial 
 

Journal of Balkan and Black Sea Studies is an Istanbul-based journal 
aiming at strengthening academic exchange among social scientists 
from Turkey, the Balkans, the Caucasus and Eastern European 
countries. We started the journal in 2018 and have published eight 
issues until now. The ninth issue includes only four research articles.  

The first article of the issue titled “The Orthodox Schools of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in the Ottoman Empire through the Perspectives 
of Pre-modernity and Modernity” by Sofia Iliadou-Tachou, Prof. Dr., deals 
with the topic of “secret schools” of the Greek Orthodox millet in the 
Ottoman Empire. She points out that the legend of “secret schools” 
emerged within the context of the Greek national movement since the 
beginning of the 19th century. She tries to analyse the role of this legend 
still existing in the history education in Greece and public discourse about 
its existence until the present day.  

The second article of the issue titled “Türkiye'de Toplumsal Belleğin 
Oluşumu: Çanakkale ve Kûtülamâre Zaferleri Anma Törenleri” 
(Formation of Collective Memory in Turkey: Commemorative Rituals for 
Victories of Çanakkale and Al Kut) by Gencer Özcan, Prof. Dr., discusses 
the official memory culture in Turkey analysing two important examples 
from the First World War: memory on the Gallipoli war (1915) and the 
war of Al Kut (1916). He analyses commemorative activities and 
narratives formed around these two Ottoman-Turkish victories. He 
shows the changing attitude of different political parties and 
governments towards these wars. He points out that official narratives 
and activities to commemorate these two victories resonate with shifting 
priorities of political parties and movements.    

The third research article of the issue 9 titled “The Suicidal of 

Modern Greek Poet Napoleon Lapathiotis (1888-1944) and the Anciemt 

Greek Mythological Symbol of Narcissus and Rose” by Alexandra Marina 

Dapoudani, PhD., is an analysis of the literary and personal life of the 

Greek poet Napoleon Lapathiotis who ended his life with suicide in 1944. 

The article tries to show the big gap between the imagined ideal world of 

the poet based on the mythological figure of Narcissus, and the “cold and 

heartless” modern society of 1920s and 1930s. Altogether the article tries 



 

to understand the psychological situation of the poet by analysing his 

poems.    

The fourth and last research article of the issue titled “Prototype of 

Emigration and Integration in the Balkans: A Case Study on the Albanian 

Emigrants in Turkey” by Matilda Likaj, PhD., and Brikena Likaj, MA, 

discusses the Albanian emigrants in Turkey (particularly in Istanbul, 

Izmir and Bursa) since 1990. The authors claim that the Albanian 

emigrants in Turkey have a high level of integration into the Turkish 

society. The authors also try to explain the reasons for this result.  

I would like to thank the editorial board members of our journal, 
especially Cengiz Yolcu, for their hard work and contributions to this 
issue. I also thank the authors of the articles and all the referees for their 
precious efforts during the evaluation process of the articles.  

Mehmet Hacısalihoğlu, Prof. Dr. 

Editor in Chief 


