EDITORDEN

Tiirkiye Ortadogu Calismalar1 Dergisi’nin (TOCD) yeni sayisi ile
karsinizdayiz. Bu say1, yeni editdryal ekibin ikinci sayis1 ve bu vesi-
leyle onceki editor Prof Dr Ali Balci ve editoryal ekibe, TOCD’ un
Ortadogu Caligsmalar alaninda temel akademik ¢aligsma kaynaklarin-
dan biri olma ideali i¢in yiiriittiikleri caligmalar i¢in minnettariz. Biz
de TOCD’un editoryal ekibi olarak bu hedef i¢in ¢alismaya devam
ediyoruz. Bu baglamda, alanda heniiz yeterince ¢alisiilmamis yeni-
lik¢i ¢alismalar1 dergimizde gérmek i¢in sabirsizlaniyoruz.

Bu saymmuzin ilk makalesi Nazli Senses Ozcan tarafindan yazilan
“Urdiin’deki Filistinliler: Gogler, Statiiler ve Haklar”. Bu makalede
yazar Urdiin Hasimi Kralligi’na 1948 sonras1 go¢ eden Filistinli s1-
ginmacilarin resmi statiilerini tartigmaktadir. Yazara gore, Urdiin’de
yasayanlar farkl: statiilerde yasadiklar1 i¢in, onlarin statiilerinin top-
lumda yansimalar1 biliyiik 6neme sahiptir. Bu makale, resmi haklar,
statiiler ve farkli kart sahiplerinin, vatandaslar ve 6zellikle Filistinli
siginmacilar 6zelindeki sonuglarini tartismay1 amacglamaktadir.

Bu sayimizin ikinci makalesi “Modernist Milliyet¢ilik Yaklasimiyla
Fars Milliyet¢iligi: I. Pehlevi Donemi (1925-1941)”. Makalenin ya-
zar1 Seyma Altunkaya, millet-insa siirecinin Fars milliyet¢iligi tize-
rindeki etkilerini incelemektedir. Makale, iran’daki 20. yiizy1l sonra-
sindaki millet-inga siirecinin anayasalagsma, merkezilesme ve mo-
dernlesme ile ilgili oldugunu iddia etmektedir. Makale birinci dalga
Fars modernizasyonunun sekiiler ve Bat1 yanlisi milliyet¢ilige dayan-
digin1 savunmaktadir. 21. yiizyilin en vahim ter6r saldirilarindan biri
olan 11 Eyliil saldirilarinda 2600°den fazla insan hayatini1 kaybetmis-
tir. Bu terdr saldirilarini takiben, Bush yonetimi ‘terdre karsi savas’
deklarasyonunu yayimlamistir. Sayimizin {igiincii makalesi bu saldi-
rilar1 diizenlemis El Kaide terdr orgiitiine odaklanmaktadir. “Selefi-
Cihadi Orgiitlerin Karsilastirmali Analizi: El Kaide ve ISID Ornegi”
baslikli makalesinde Tamer Kasik¢1 ve Gozde Deniz Biilbiil 6nce-
likle Selefi-Cihadist orgiitler konusundaki literatiirii irdelemektedir.
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Kasiker ve Biilbiil bu tarz orgiitlere yonelik iki tiir yaklasim oldugunu
ortaya koymaktadir: genellestirici ve indirgemeci yaklagimlar. Ya-
zarlar; genellestirici yaklagimlarin ekonomik, siyasi, sosyal ve tarihi
faktorler arasindaki farkliliklar: gz ardi ettigini ileri siirmektedir. In-
dirgemeci yaklagimlarin ise bu tiir orgiitlerin, kendi karakteristikle-
rine uymayan siniflandirmalar i¢ine dahil edildigini 6ne siirmektedir.
Yazarlar bu farklar ortaya koyabilmek icin El Kaide ve ISID teror
orgiitlerini karsilastirmali sekilde analiz etmektedir. Yazarlarin iddi-
ast, bu iki teror orgiitlinlin sahip olduklar1 benzerliklere ragmen, ge-
nellestirici yaklasimlarin iddialarin aksine birbirleriyle ayni olmadig:
yoniindedir. Ayni sekilde bu farkliliklarin indirgemeci yaklagimlarin
iddia ettiginin aksine, birbirlerinden ¢ok keskin sekilde ayrilmadigi
savunulmaktadir. Bu iddialar1 desteklemek i¢in yazarlar El Kaide ve
ISID terér orgiitlerini ideoloji, amag ve stratejileri yoniinden karsi-
lagtirmali olarak analiz etmektedir.

Bu sayimmizin dérdiincii akademik makalesi Orhan Karaoglu tarafin-
dan yazilan “Dini Diplomasi ve Siilestirme Baglaminda Iran’in Af-
rika’daki Faaliyetleri: Fas, Tunus ve Cezayir Ornegi”. Yazara gore
fran son dénemde 6zellikle Kuzey Afrika bolgesine biiyiik 5nem ver-
tem olusturmaya calistigini, bunu da Iran’mn dini diplomasi ve Siiles-
tirme yoluyla yapmaya ¢alistigini iddia etmektedir. Yazar Fas’in dini
diplomasi faaliyetlerini ii¢ iilke 6zelinde incelemektedir: Fas, Tunus
ve Cezayir.

Bu sayinin besinci makalesi, Osman Sahin tarafindan yazilan “De-
mokrasiyi Miimkiin Kilmak: Misir ve Tunus’un Doniigiimleri”. Bu
makalede yazar Misir ve Tunus’taki demokratik dontigiimleri, se¢im
sistemi tercihi ve rekabet¢i muhalefet partilerinin varlig: faktorleriyle
analiz etmektedir. Sahin, bu iki faktoriin Misir ve Tunus’taki demok-
ratik doniigiimler {izerinde birbirinin zitt1 etkiye sahip oldugunu iddia
ediyor. Yazara gore bu iki faktor Tunus’ta demokrasi yolunda olumlu
bir etki yaratirken, ayn1 faktorler Misir’da demokrasiye dogru donii-



siimde olumsuz bir etkiye, yani otoriter bir rejime dogru evrilen sii-
rece yol agmaktadir. Makale, demokratik doniisiimii analiz ederken
sectigi bu iki {ilkeyi birbirine en ¢ok benzeyen sistemler yontemiyle
sectigini belirtmektedir.

Bu sayinin son makalesi “Suriye Krizine Neorealist Perspektifle Tiir-
kiye Cumhuriyeti ve Rusya Federasyonu’nun Yaklasimi (1957/2011
Krizleri)”, Ahmet Yavuz Giirler ve Serap Yolcu Yavuz tarafindan
yazilmistir. Bu makalede yazarlar Tiirkiye ve Rusya’y1 1957 Suriye
Krizi ve 2011 Suriye I¢ Savas1 baglaminda birbirleriyle yarisan giig-
ler olarak ele almakta, bu iki krizi de neorealist perspektif ¢erceve-
sinde degerlendirmektedir. Makale, Suriye’deki bu iki kriz bagla-
minda Tiirkiye-Rusya iliskilerini uluslararasi sistem ve bolgeye yo-
nelik farkliliklar baglamlarinda tartismaktadir.

Bu sayimiz ayrica, Erglin Dirmenci tarafindan yazilan bir kitap kriti-
gine sahiptir.

Dog. Dr. i. Aytag KADIOGLU
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The new issue of Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies (TIMES)
is out. This is the second issue of the new editorial board. We want
to thank the previous editor Prof Dr Ali Balci and the editorial team
for their great effort to make the journal a central academic environ-
ment for Middle Eastern Studies. I and my colleagues will pursue the
same goal. Therefore, we look for new researches which have not
been discussed little in the existing scholarly literature.

The first article of the second issue of 2022 is titled “Palestinians in
Jordan: Migrations, Statuses and Rights” by Nazli Senses
Ozcan. The author discusses the legal statuses of Palestinian refu-
gees who moved the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan after 1948. Ac-
cording to the author, as Jordan provides different statuses for those
who live in the country, how these statuses are reflected in society is
critical. The article aims to demonstrate the implications of rights,
statuses of different type of card holders, citizens and refugees par-
ticularly for Palestinian refugees.

The second article of this issue is titled “Persian Nationalism through
the Modernist Nationalism Approach: 1st Pahlavi Period (1925-
1941)” by Seyma Altunkaya. The author examines the influence of
the nation-formation process of Persian nationalism. The article ar-
gues that the nation-formation process of Iran was achieved through
constitutionalisation, modernisation and centralisation after the 20th
century. The article evaluates the first wave of Persian modernisation
through secular and pro-Western nationalism. The 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks, one of the worst attacks of the 21st century, killed more than
2600 people. In respond to these terrorist attacks, the Bush admin-
istration declared the global war on terrorism. The third article of this
issue focuses on al-Qaeda terrorist organisation which organised
these attacks. The article is titled “Comparative Analysis of the
Salafi-Jihadi Organizations: Cases of Al Qaeda and ISIS” which is
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written by Tamer Kasik¢1 and Gozde Deniz Biilbiil. This article as-
sesses the literature on Salafi-Jihadi organisations and finds out that
there are two main approaches in regard to these organisations: gen-
eralising and reductionist approaches. Kasike¢1 and Biilbiil argue that
generalising approaches pay little attention on the economic, histori-
cal, political and social differences of these actors. Similarly, some
of the classifications of the reductionist approaches do not fit the
characteristics of these organisations. In order to illustrate the differ-
ences between different Salafi-Jihadi organisations, the authors make
a comparison between al-Qaeda and ISIS. Despite their differences
which is highlighted in the existing literature, Kasik¢1 and Biilbiil
highlight that these two organisations have differences unlike the rec-
ommendations of generalising approaches, but their differences are
not as strong as the suggestions of reductionist approaches. In order
to support this claim, the authors analyse these terrorist groups by
focusing on their ideologies, aims and strategies.

Another research article of this issue is written by Orhan Karaoglu
and titled “Iran's Activities in Africa in the Context of Religious Di-
plomacy and Shiiteization: The Case of Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria”.
According to the author, Iran pays more attention to the develop-
ments in North Africa. He argues that Shiism aims to form a different
socio-cultural system in the region by disseminating Iran’s religious
diplomacy and Shiiteization. The author assesses Persian religious
activities in three countries: Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia.

The fifth research article of this issue is titled “What Makes Democ-
racy Possible? Transitions in Egypt and Tunisia after the Arab Upris-
ings” by Osman Sahin. The author analyses democratic transitions in
Egypt and Tunisia by focusing on electoral system choice and pres-
ence of competitive opposition parties. Sahin argues that these two
factors had opposite effects in the transition to democracy in Egypt
and Tunisia. While these factors had a positive effect towards democ-
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racy in Tunisia, they caused a negative influence for transition to de-
mocracy in Egypt. The article utilises the most similar systems design
to compare the transition to democracy in the two states.

The last article of this issue is written by Ahmet Yavuz Giirler and
Serap Yolcu Yavuz. The article “The Approach of the Republic of
Turkey and the Russian Federation to the Syrian Crisis with a Neo-
realist Perspective (1957/2011 Crises)” discusses Russia and Turkey
as competing powers in regard to two critical issues: The 1957 Syrian
Crisis and the 2011 Syrian civil war. The authors analyse these two
cases through a Neorealist perspective. The article aims to explore
the influence of the two crises in Syria on Turkey-Russia relations in
regard to the international system and regional differences.

This issue presents a book review by Ergiin Dirmenci.

Associate Professor I. Aytac KADIOGLU
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