EDITORDEN

Sosyal bilimler alaninda 6zgiin ¢aligmalarin yayimlandigs bir dergi olan Topkapt Sosyal Bi-
limler Dergisi’nin / Topkap: Journal of Social Sciences (T]SS) tiglincti sayisi ile karsinizdayiz.
Bu say1y1, 25-26 Agustos 2022 tarihleri arasinda Istanbul'da ve online olarak gerceklestirilen
“Disiplinlerarast Diinya Kent Caligmalari Kongresi’nde sunulan bildirilerden secilen maka-
lelerden “kent 6zel say1s1” olarak hazirladik. Biiyiik bir 6zen, 6zveri ve dikkatle hazirladigimiz
bu sayimizda birbirinden degerli on makale yer almaktadir.

Toplumlarin ekonomilerini gelistirmeye bagladigt Sanayi Devrimi ve sonrasinda yasanan
gelismeler, yoksullugun gériiniimiinii ve anlamsal boyutunu degistirmistir. Yasanabilir ve
kabul edilebilir bir durum olan eski yoksulluk, yeni yoksullugun gelmesiyle ortadan kalkmis,
yerini sefalet ve aglik almistir. Eski toplumsal kesimlerde goriilmeyen pargalanma ve kirilma,
modern yoksullugun varligi ile daha da belirgin hale gelmistir. Gelir yetersizligi yasayan yok-
sullar, piyasanin fiyatlarini karsilayamaz bir duruma siiritklenmigken, ayrica piyasa konuttan
daha fazla kar getirdigi icin diisiik fiyatli ev bulma sansini azaltmistir. Yoksullarin diizensiz
calisma veya igsizlik, yetersiz sosyal yardimlar, yetersiz gelir ve yiiksek fiyatli konut biitgesini
karsilayamama gibi temel yapisal sorunlar “evsizlige” neden olmustur. Giintimiizde evsizlik,
cesitli nedenlerle yayginlagmig ve dnemli bir yikict sorundur. Birlesmis Milletler (BM) rapor-
larina gore diinya genelinde 100 milyon evsiz vardir. 1,6 milyar kadar insan yeterli konuttan
yoksundur (Habitat, 2015). Evsizlik, bireyciligin 6ne ¢ikug: ve ozellikle gelismis tilkelerde
kapitalizmin tiim kurumlari ele aldig: 1980’lerde 6nemli bir toplumsal sorun olarak ortaya
ctkmistir. Kentsel alanlarda tespit edilen evsizlik olgusu, sosyal bilimlerin her gecen giin daha
fazla ilgisini ¢eken bir toplumsal sorundur.

Siradan gehirler pandeminin etkileri, dogal afet riskleri ve iklim degisikligiyle bogusuyor.
Kentsel yoksulluktan en ¢ok etkilenenler, ozellikle diisiik egitimli kadinlar, cocuklar, miil-
teciler ve ayrimciliga ugrayan azinliklardir. Kentsel isyanlar, protesto hareketleri ve popiilist
partiler, Bauli kentsel alanlarin yeni kent sakinlerini—ozellikle yeni gogmenleri—entegre
etme ve bu son krizlerden en ¢ok zarar gorenlerin sesini duyurma kapasitesini tartigmaya
agmustir. Sehirler arasindaki ve sehirler icindeki mekansal esitsizlikler Kiiresel Kuzeydeki
sehirlerde de goriilebilse de, esas endise kaynagi olan, Kiiresel Giiney'deki sehirlerdeki bu tiir
esitsizliklerin derinligi ve genisligidir. Bu 6zel sayinin amact gercekten de, hem Kiiresel Ku-
zeydeki hem de Kiiresel Giiney'deki sehirlerin bu istisnai zamanlarda kargt kargiya kaldiklart
bazt sorunlar, zellikle yoksullugun yayilmasina dikkat ederek tartugmakur.

Dergimizin “Kent Ozel Sayisi” olmasinda biiyiik katkist olan ve giris makalesi ile destegini
taglandiran Tiirkiye'nin en 6nemli kent bilimcilerinden Prof. Dr. Rusen Keleg'e minnettariz.
Bunun yaninda, Yayin Kurulu Uyelerimiz basta olmak iizere, tiim hakemlerimize, yazar-
larimiza ve bizleri takip eden, goriis ve dnerilerini sunan tiim meslektaslarimiza tesekkiir
ediyoruz. Yeni sayilarda gériismek dilegiyle.

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Zeynep Banu Dalaman / Bas Editor
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FROM THE EDITOR

We are here with the third issue of Topkap1 Journal of Social Sciences (T]SS), a journal that
publishes original studies in the field of social sciences. We prepared this issue as the “city
special issue” which is comprised of ten articles selected from the papers presented at the
hybrid Interdisciplinary World Congress of Urban Studies 2022, held on 25-26 August,
2022 in Istanbul and online. There are ten valuable articles in this issue, which we have
prepared with great care and devotion.

Developments experienced during and after the Industrial Revolution where societies star-
ted to improve their economies changed the appearance and semantic dimension of poverty.
Old poverty, which was a livable and acceptable situation, disappeared with the arrival of
new poverty, and misery and hunger took its place. Disintegration and rupture, which were
not seen in pre-industrial social segments, have become more apparent with the presence
of modern poverty. Additionally, the poor who experienced income insufficiency were not
able to afford what the market has charged them. Furthermore, because the market returned
more profit from housing, the chances of finding a low-priced house have decreased. Basic
structural problems of the poor such as irregular work or unemployment, insufficient social
benefits, inadequate income and inability to afford the budget of high-priced housing have
caused “homelessness.” Today, homelessness, for various reasons, has become widespread
and is an acute issue. According to United Nations (UN) reports, there are 100 million
homeless people worldwide. There are also as many as 1.6 billion people who lacked adequ-
ate housing (Habitat, 2015). Homelessness emerged as an important social problem in the
1980s when individualism came into prominence and capitalism began to reign over all
institutions, especially in developed countries. The homelessness phenomenon identified
within urban areas is a social problem that has drawn the attention of the social sciences
more and more each day.

Ordinary cities are grappling with the impacts of the pandemic, natural-disaster risks and
climate change. The urban poor are the most adversely affected with the most vulnerable
being undereducated women, children, refugees, and discriminated minorities who are se-
riously experiencing the burden in their everyday lives. Urban riots, protest movements and
populist parties have called into question the capacity of Western urban areas to integrate
new urban residents—especially new immigrants—and to give voice to those who have
suffered the most because of those recent crises. Although spatial inequalities across and
within cities can also be found in cities of the Global North, it is the depth and breadth of
such inequalities in the cities of the Global South that are of main concern. The aim of this
special issue is indeed to discuss some of the emerging issues that face cities, both in the Glo-
bal North and in the Global South during such exceptional times, with particular attention
given to the spread of poverty.

We are grateful to Prof. Dr. Rusen Keles, one of the most important urban scientists of
Turkey, who made a great contribution to our journal’s “Special Issue on City” and crowned
his support with his introductory article. We would also like to thank our Editorial Board
Members, our readers, authors and our colleagues who follow us, offer their opinions and
suggestions, and for their contribution to the publication of this issue. Hope to see you with
the new issues of our journal.

Dr. Zeynep Banu DALAMAN / Editor-in-Chief
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