
Contributors 

Ambassador (R) Alev KILIÇ graduated from the Faculty of 
Political Sciences of Ankara University in 1968. The next year, he 
joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Türkiye. Kılıç served as 
Ambassador to F.R. of Yugoslavia between 1996 and 1998 and 
Ambassador/Permanent Representative to the Council of Europe in 
Strasbourg between 1998 and 2001. In 2001-2004, he served as the 
Deputy Undersecretary for Economic Affairs of the Ministry. He 
served as Ambassador to Switzerland (2004-2009) and Ambassador 
to Mexican United States (2009-2011). He retired from the Ministry 
in 2011. Ambassador (R) Kılıç has been the Director of Center for 
Eurasian Studies (AVİM) since 2013. 

Tuğçe TECİMER graduated from İnönü University, Department 
of History in 2016. In 2019, she received her master's degree from 
the same university. Tecimer is continuing her doctoral studies at 
Istanbul University, Department of General Turkish History and 
completed her second undergraduate education in 2024 at Ankara 
University, Department of Armenian Language and Culture. She is 
the Managing Editor of the "Ermeni Araştırmaları" Journal and has 
been working as an analyst at the Center For Eurasian Studies 
(AVİM) since 2024. 

Dr. Nazrin ALIZADA was born in Azerbaijan in 1992. She 
graduated from Baku State University, Department of International 
Relations in 2013. Then Alizada gained the title of expert in the field 
of International Relations from the Department of International 
Relations and Diplomacy at the University of Economics of 
Azerbaijan. After that Alizada, commenced her doctoral education 
at the Department of International Relations at Gazi University in 
2016 and presented thesis with the title of “The identity policy of 
Iran in the nation-state building process: Applied case of South 
Azerbaijan” in 2021. From 2017 to 2021 she worked as a political analyst at Ankara 
based think tank of ANKASAM. From 2022 till now she has been working as an 
academician at the Hatay Mustafa Kemal University.  The main major of Alizada is 
regional politics, Iran and the South Caucasus. She speaks fluent in English, Turkish, 
Russian and at the intermediate level of Persian. 
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Adil ÇELİK was born in Afyonkarahisar in 1986, 
graduated from Afyon Milli Piyango Anatolian High School in 2004 
and Dumlupınar University Department of Turkish Language and 
Literature in 2010. In 2012, he completed his master's thesis titled 
“Mythic Elements in the Archaic Epics of Kyrgyz Turks” at 
Dumlupınar University Institute of Social Sciences; In 2019, he 
completed his doctoral thesis titled “Stereotypes in Turkish 
Narrative Tradition” at Gazi University Institute of Social Sciences. 
Between 2019 and 2024, he taught courses on Turkish folklore, 
mythology and intangible cultural heritage at University of Prishtina, Yermouk 
University, University of D'Alger 2, University of Pomorski w Słupsku. In 2022, Çelik 
received the title of Associate Professor. Since 2012, he has been working at 
Cumhuriyet University, Department of Turkish Folklore. Çelik, who has been working 
as the Head of the Department of Social Practices and Deputy Head of the Department 
since 2018 in the same department, has books titled “Levirat in Turkish Folklore” and 
“Mythology in Kyrgyz Archaic Epics” and scientific studies published in various fields 
of folklore, especially on topics such as mythology, oral narratives, identity, social 
practices. 

Şahnaz TAĞIYEVA completed her bachelor's degree in Journalism 
at the Western University in 2013. She later earned a master's degree 
in Social Work from Azerbaijan State Pedagogical University in 
2021, graduating with honors. Since 2017, she has been affiliated 
with the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, initially 
working as a junior researcher in the North Caucasus Department. 
Currently, she holds the position of researcher in the Department of 
Georgian Studies. 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Celal PEKDOĞAN was born in Malatya, where 
he completed his primary, secondary and high school education. He 
finished his higher education at Istanbul University, Faculty of 
Letters, Department of History. He received his master's and 
doctorate at Hacettepe University. After working at Fırat University, 
he was appointed to Gaziantep University, Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences, Department of History. Pekdoğan continues to work at 
Gaziantep University. In addition to his numerous scientific articles, 
he published his books titled “Gaziantep Ticaret Odasının 100 Yılı 
(1898-1998)”, “Gaziantep 1999”; “Gazi’den Gazi’ye Mustafa Kemal ile Muhâberât”, 
Ankara 2014; “Şehr-i Ayntâb-ı Cihân/Gaziantep (1867-1929)”, “Ayntâb’da Yaşamak”, 
Ankara 2015; “Parola: Ayntâb, Özdemir Bey’in Hâtırâtı, Etrâf-ı Şehir Cebheler 
Kumandanlığı Tahrîrât ve Telgraf ve Telefon ve Ta’mîm Defteri”, Ankara 2015. 
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Selenay Erva YALÇIN graduated from Ankara Hacı Bayram 
Veli University Faculty of Law in 2024. She completed the 
traineeship program of the Center for Eurasian Studies (AVİM) 
at the end of 2023. In January 2024, she started working as a 
Scholar in Residence at AVİM. She carries out research in 
genocide law and the legal evaluation of Turkish-Armenian 
relations. 
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