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Dinsel geleneklerin toplumsal, siyasal ve
entelektiiel hayati nasil sekillendirdigi ve bu
alanlardan nasil etkilendigi, glinimiiz disiplinler
aras1 arastirmalarinin merkezinde yer almaya
devam etmektedir. Kurucu metinler ve onlarin
degisen yorumlar1 yalnizca inan¢ sistemlerini
bi¢imlendirmekle kalmaz; ayni zamanda kiiltiirel
otoritenin  insasinda, ahlaki ~muhakemenin
olusumunda ve kolektif kimligin smirlarinm
gizilmesinde etkin rol oynayan dinamik unsurlar
olarak islev goriir. Cogulculuk, kiiresellesme ve bilgi
alaninda  yasanan mesruiyet tartigmalariyla
sekillenen ¢agdas baglamda, dini diisiince hem bir
aragtirma nesnesi hem de toplumsal doniisiimleri
analiz etmede bagvurulan kuramsal bir mercek
olarak 6nemini siirdiirmektedir.

Bu entelektiiel yonelimi temel alan Oksident,
tarih, felsefe, siyaset teorisi ve sosyal bilimlerle
diyalog iginde dini soylemlere yonelik elestirel bir
diisiinsel katkiyr tesvik etmeyi amaglamaktadir.
Dini, duragan ya da yalitilmis bir alan olarak degil;
daha genis entelektiie]l geleneklerle ve kurumsal
yapilarla i¢ ice ge¢mis bir olgu olarak ele almay1
hedeflemekteyiz.

7. cildimizin ilk sayisinda, farkli disiplinlerden
beslenen dokuz 6zgiin arastirma makalesi ile iki
kitap  degerlendirme  yazisint  siz  degerli
okuyucularimiza sunmaktan memnuniyet
duyuyoruz. Bu ¢aligmalar, dergimizin akademik
derinlik, yontemsel gesitlilik ve elestirel katilim
konusundaki kararliligini yansitmaktadir

Musa Gelici'nin makalesi, Oslo’daki cami ve
dini derneklere iiye Miislimanlar arasinda
diglanma, tehdit ve medya temsillerine dair algilar:
incelemektedir. “Algilanan Islamofobi Olgegi’ni
kullanan ¢aligma, toplumsal katihim ve kurumsal
yapilarin farkli diizeylerine dair agiklamalar

The ways in which religious traditions shape
and are shaped by social, political, and intellectual
life remain a central concern in contemporary
interdisciplinary scholarship. Foundational texts
and their evolving interpretations not only inform
belief systems but also function as dynamic agents
in the construction and contestation of cultural
authority, moral reasoning, and collective identity.
In the modern context—marked by pluralism,
globalisation, and epistemic contestation—religious
thought continues to serve as both a subject of
inquiry and a lens through which broader societal
transformations are analysed.

In keeping with this intellectual agenda,
Oksident is dedicated to advancing critical
engagement with religious discourses through
dialogue with the disciplines of history, philosophy,
political theory, and the social sciences. Rather than
treating religion as a static or isolated domain, we
aim to foreground its entanglement with wider
intellectual traditions and institutional structures.

We are pleased to present the first issue of
Volume 7, featuring nine original research articles
drawn from a range of disciplines, accompanied by
two incisive book reviews. These contributions
collectively reflect the journal’s commitment to
scholarly depth, methodological diversity, and
critical engagement.

Musa Gelici’s article investigates perceptions of
exclusion, threat, and media representation among
Muslims affiliated with mosques and religious
associations in Oslo. Utilizing the “Perceived
Islamophobia Scale,” the study reveals insights into
varying levels of societal engagement and
institutional structure. The findings underscore the
critical role of media, the value of education, and the
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sunmaktadir. Bulgular, Islamofobiyle miicadelede
medyanin kritik roliinii, egitimin degerini ve
toplumsal farkindaligin gerekliligini
vurgulamaktadir.

Hafize Toparslan, Thomist diisiincenin geg
Bizans teolojisindeki izlerini, Demetrios Kydones ve
Gennadios  Scholarios’'un Latince metinlerle
kurdugu baglar iizerinden incelemektedir. Yazar
Thomistik gelenegin Latin kokenli teolojik bir miras
olmaktan ziyade Grek gelenek igerisinde
doniistiiriilen teolojik-felsefi boyutunu
derinlemesine incelemektedir. Makale, bu figiirlerin
Bat1 skolastigini Bizans Ortodoksluguna terciime
ederken karsilastiklar: teolojik ve politik direng
noktalarini da basarili bigimde ortaya koymaktadir.

Oznur Ozdemir’in makalesi, Patricia Crone’un
Islam tarihgiligindeki revizyonist yaklagiminin
metodolojik 6nemini ele almaktadir. Crone’un
kaynak elestirisi yontemlerini ve geleneksel Islam
anlatilarina  yonelik  belirgin  kugkuculugunu
derinlemesine inceleyen ¢alisma, bu yaklagimin
Batrdaki Islam algist iizerindeki etkilerini
degerlendirmektedir. Caligmanin odak noktasi,
Crone’un Arap milliyetgiligine dair son dénem
yazilarindan biri olup, bu eser, onun Islam
tarihciligine iliskin nihai tutumunu anlamak icin bir
anahtar olarak sunulmaktadir.

Halil Temiztiirk, Olii Deniz Yazmalar’'nin
modern Kitab-1 Mukaddes terciimeleri {izerindeki
etkisini  metin  elestirisi  bakis  acisiyla
incelemektedir. Metinler aras: titiz karsilagtirmalar
ve agiklayici 6rnekler iizerinden ilerleyen ¢alisma,
Yazmalarin Kitab-1 Mukaddes Elestirisi disiplininde
temel bir kaynak olarak merkezi onemini teyit
etmektedir.

Alirnza Farimaz, Amerikan akademisindeki
tasavvuf ¢calismalarinin entelektiiel seyrini, ozellikle
kita Avrupast oryantalist geleneginin etkisini
incelemektedir. Caligma, 1970’lere kadar Amerikan
akademisyenlerinin biiyiik 6l¢tide Avrupa’da hakim
olan tarihsel ve filolojik yaklasimlar1 benimsedigini
ortaya koymaktadir. Ancak, son yillarda daha
dengeli ve baglama duyarhi yorumlara dogru bir
gecis yasanmistir. Makale, klasik oryantalizmin
indirgemeci egilimlerini agmada igeriden bakis
a¢ilarinin 6nemini vurgulamaktadr.

Miirsel Ozalp, Katolik Kilisesinin 19. yiizyil
sonlarindan giiniimiize Siyonizm karsisindaki
cesitli  tutumlarmi  ve  Kutsal Topraklar
politikasindaki dontigiimlerini tarihsel belgelerle

necessity of societal awareness in countering
Islamophobia.

Hafize Toparslan explores the influence of
Thomist thought in late Byzantine theology by
examining the intellectual connections established
by Demetrios Kydones and Gennadios Scholarios
with Latin theological sources. Rather than treating
Thomism merely as a Latin intellectual heritage, the
author skillfully traces its transformation within the
Greek tradition. The article highlights both
theological and political tensions that arose in the
process of integrating Western scholasticism into
Byzantine Orthodoxy.

Oznur Ozdemir’s contribution addresses the
methodological significance of Patricia Crone’s
revisionist approach to Islamic historiography.
Through an in-depth examination of Crone’s
source-critical methods and her pronounced
skepticism toward traditional Islamic narratives,
the article assesses the implications of her work for
perceptions of Islam in the West. A focal point of
the study is one of Crone’s later writings on Arab
nationalism, presented as a key to understanding
her final position on Islamic historiography.

Halil Temiztiirk provides a textual-critical
analysis of the impact of the Dead Sea Scrolls on
modern Bible translations. Through meticulous
intertextual comparisons and illustrative examples,
the study reaffirms the Scrolls’ centrality as a critical
resource in Biblical Criticism.

Aliriza Farimaz traces the intellectual trajectory
of Sufism studies in American academia,
particularly the influence of the continental
European orientalist tradition. The study finds that,
until the 1970s, American scholars largely mirrored
historical and philological approaches dominant in
Europe. However, recent decades have witnessed a
shift toward more balanced, context-sensitive
interpretations. The article highlights the
importance of insider perspectives in overcoming
the reductive tendencies of classical orientalism.

Miirsel Ozalp examines the Catholic Church’s
evolving stance toward Zionism from the late 19th
century to the present, drawing on a wide range of
historical documentation. Particular attention is
given to the discursive transformations following
the Second Vatican Council, including the
increasing rapprochement between the Vatican and
the State of Israel.
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destekleyerek sunmaktadir. Caligma icerisinde
&zellikle I1. Vatikan Konsili sonrasi Vatikan-srail
yakinlagmast  cercevesinde gelisen  séylemsel
degisim ile politik tavir arasindaki gelismelerin alt1
cizilmektedir.

Yusuf Dingel, Agudas Israil hareketinin 20.
yiizy1l baginda Ortodoks Yahudilik i¢inde siyasi bir
aktore doniismesini, dini otorite, cemaat yapisi ve
uluslararas1  Yahudi siyaseti baglaminda ele
almaktadir. Agudas Israil, Siyonist hareketin
sekiiler ve milliyetci tarzina kars: alternatif bir arayis
igerisindedir. Filistin’i tarihsel bir yurt olarak degil,
Tanr'nin  kutsal saydigi bir toprak olarak
degerlendirerek, oradaki Yahudi mevcudiyetinin
dini temellere dayanmasi gerektigini iddia
etmektedir. Bu dogrultuda calisma icerisinde
Agudas Israil ve Siyonist yapilanma arasindaki
catigmalar derinlemesine konu edilmektedir.

Bayram Cinar, Pascal'in diisiincesi {izerinden
inanmanin rasyonelligini tartismakta; sagduyu, akil
ve kalp arasinda kurdugu dengeyle inancin yalnizca
metafizik degil ayn1 zamanda epistemolojik bir
zemine de sahip olabilecegini gostermektedir. Bu
hususta galisma icerisinde gesitli 6rnekler tizerinden
Tanrr'ya inanmanin mi yoksa inanmamanin mi
daha makul oldugu tartigilmaktadir. Bilhassa
sagduyunun  kisiyi =~ inanma  noktasindaki
motivesinin bir cografya ya da diisiince sistemine
has olmadigs, evrensel bir tavir oldugu ¢alismanin
odak noktalarindan birisidir.

Merve Yetim ve Dursun Ali Aykitin ortak
caligmasi, Yahudi $abat geleneginin tarihsel
donisiimiinii ele alirken Tanah literatiirii ve daha
sonraki stiregte sekillenen Talmudi gelenekteki
izleri takip etmektedir. Yazarlar, $abat’in siyasi
calkantilar ve siirgiin deneyimleri tarafindan
sekillendirilen dinamik ve uyarlanabilir bir gelenek
oldugunu giiclii bir sekilde savunmaktadir.

Bu sayimizda yer alan her bir ¢aligma, farkli dini
geleneklerin tasviri, elestirel, karsilagtirmali veyahut
gogulcu  bakis agilarryla  incelenebilecegini
gostermekte; Oksident'in  akademik ilkeleriyle
uyumlu bi¢imde okuyucuyla bulusturmaktadir.
Emegi gegen tiim yazarlarimiza, degerli zamanlarini
ayiran hakemlerimize ve gonillilik ilkesiyle
dinlenmeksizin ¢aligan teknik ekibimize tesekkiir
eder; yeni sayillarda yeniden goriismek dilegiyle
hepinizi saygiyla selamlariz.

Yusuf Dingel’s article explores the emergence of
Agudas Israel as a political force within Orthodox
Judaism in the early twentieth century, situating this
development within broader debates concerning
religious authority, communal organisation, and
international Jewish political dynamics. The
movement positioned itself in deliberate opposition
to the secular and nationalist currents of Zionism,
articulating a theological vision in which the Land
of Palestine was not merely a historical homeland
but a divinely consecrated territory. Within this
framework, Agudas Israel contended that any
Jewish presence in the region ought to rest upon
religious—not  political ~ or  nationalist—
foundations. The study provides a nuanced
examination of the ideological frictions and
institutional conflicts that arose between Agudas
Israel and the Zionist establishment.

Bayram Cinar explores the rationality of belief
through the lens of Blaise Pascal’s thought, offering
anuanced examination of how faith is anchored not
only in metaphysical considerations but also in
epistemological reasoning. Drawing on a range of
examples, the article engages with the question of
whether belief in God or disbelief is more
reasonable. A central focus is the argument that
common sense, as a universal disposition
motivating belief, transcends geographical and
intellectual boundaries.

In their collaborative article, Merve Yetim and
Dursun Ali Aykat trace the historical evolution of
the Jewish Shabbat tradition, from its biblical
foundations in the Tanakh to its elaboration in
Talmudic literature. The authors compellingly
argue that the Shabbat is a dynamic, adaptive
tradition shaped by political upheavals and
diasporic experiences.

Collectively, the contributions in this issue
reflect the journal’s dedication to examining
religious traditions through descriptive, critical,
comparative, and pluralistic lenses. We extend our
sincere gratitude to the authors, the peer reviewers
who generously lent their expertise, and the
technical team whose voluntary efforts made this
issue possible.

With warm regards and anticipation for future
engagements, we respectfully offer this issue to our
esteemed readership.
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