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An Introduction to Rumi's Prosopography

Prosopography, an important method of historical scholarship, aims to
illuminate social, cultural, and political structures by systematically examining
the collective biographies and networks of relationships of individuals within a
specific period, group, or society. This approach brings together individual life
stories to reveal a broader social fabric, analyzing elements such as family and
kinship ties, networks of political and sectarian relationships, intellectual
interactions, and power struggles through the dynamics of assbiyat and
solidarity.

Rumi (1207-1273) was a central figure in the intellectual and mystical life of
Konya, the capital of the 13th-century Anatolian Seljuk State. The
prosopographic method we've discussed provides an ideal focal point for
understanding Rumi's life, personality, and intellectual world, as well as the
scholarly, mystical, social, and political atmosphere of Konya, the Seljuk capital,
during the 13th century. His prosopography encompasses not only Rumi's
individual biography but also the world of relationships within Konya, the
Seljuk capital: it reveals Rumi and the world he inhabited within a network of
relationships encompassing elements such as his family, teachers, disciples,
sultans, viziers, scholars, Sufis, and opponents.

Rumi's lifetime was an era marked by Mongol invasions, political turmoil,
and intense cultural interactions. The family legacy, which began with his
father Bahaeddin Veled's work Maarif (Ma'arif), Rumi's arrival in Larende
(Karaman), his relationship with enigmatic figures like Shams-i Tabrizi, and his
influence on Seljuk sultans (e.g., Alaeddin Keykubad I), can be more clearly
understood through a prosopographical study. This method illuminates the
movements that shaped Rumi's thought—the tradition of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi,
Ibn Arabi's philosophy of unity of being, and Suhrawardi's metaphysics of
light—and his relationships with women in his circle (e.g., the Seljuk queen
Glircii Hatun), merchants, and physicians (such as Ekmeleddin Mueyyed al-
Nahjuvani). Furthermore, his relationships with non-Muslims, Ahi, Bektashi,

and Qalandars reveal the multicultural nature of the period. This



prosopographic approach positions Rumi not merely as a poet or Sufi, but as a
part of Seljuk intellectual life. For example, the symposium "Rumi's Seljuk
World: A Prosopography of Rumi," organized by the Seljuk University Institute
of Seljuk Studies in 2024, was a groundbreaking step in this field,
comprehensively exploring Rumi's network of relationships. This study
provides a fundamental framework for reinterpreting and reinterpreting Rumi's
legacy within a historical context. By emphasizing the social dimension of

Rumi's life, it illuminates both historical and contemporary scholarship.

Editor
Prof. Dr. Mustafa DEMIRCI
Konya 2025



