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Editérden: Tarih, Mekan ve Direnis Hattinda Filistin

Filistin Arastirmalar1 Dergisi'nin 18. sayisini, Filistin tarihinin belki de en karanlik ama ayni zamanda
direnis bilincinin kiiresel 6lgekte en goriiniir oldugu donemlerinden birinde hazirladik. Bu sayimizda,
tarihsel bir derinlikten giincel meselelere uzanan genis bir yelpazede 15 makaleyi biraraya getirdik. Burada
sunu belirtmemiz gerekiyor; dergimiz, artan uluslararasi ilgi ve nitelikli Ingilizce yayin bagvurulari

nedeniyle yayin hacmini genisletme karar1 almistir.

Sayimiz, modern Filistin sorununun koklerine inen incelemelerle basliyor. Oncelikle imparatorluklar, din
ve Siyonizmin erken dénem iligkilerine mercek tutulurken; Osmanli Kudiis'iindeki patrik atamalar1 ve
ilmiye yapisinin pargast olan miiftiilitk kurumu arsiv belgeleri 1s181nda ele alindi. Devaminda Mescid-i
Aksa’nin tezyinatini inceleyen calismayla bu cografyadaki medeniyet mirasinin estetik katmanlari; ingiliz
Manda yonetiminin karikatiirler {izerinden okunmas: ve Tiirk diplomatik arsiv belgelerinde Filistin"in

taksim siireciyle de siyasi kirilma noktalarina temas edildi.

Derginin ikinci boliimii, uluslararasi iligkiler, ekonomi ve toplumsal teorilere odaklaniyor. Rusya’nin
tarihsel ve giincel Filistin politikasini inceleyen calismayz, bir devletin en 6nemli alametlerinden olan “mali
egemenlik” konusuna egilen makale izliyor. Bu boliimde ayrica Israil ordusundaki Diirzi askerlerin
statiisiine dair inceleme ve Bourdieu'nun kavramsal cercevesinden hareketle Filistin’deki direnis

pratiklerini sosyolojik bir zemine oturtan teorik tahlil yer aliyor.

Uclincii boliimii ise 7 Ekim sonrasi siireg, savas stratejileri ve soylem ingasina ayirdik. Israil'in Gazze savasi
Oncesi stratejilerini ve Filistin'in gelecegini tartisan makaleden sonra; Anadolu Ajansi ve Reuters haberleri
iizerinden savasin medyadaki sOylemsel insasii inceleyen calisma geliyor. Hemen ardindan ise 7
Ekim’den esir takaslarina uzanan siiregte, Tiirkiye Parlamentosu'nda Hamas'in siyasi goriiniimii masaya

yatiriliyor.

Sayinin son boliimii ise kiiltiirel direnise ve mekansal yikim temalar tizerine kurulu. Gazze'nin katledilen
sairi Refaat Alareer’in anisina, kalemin kursuna karsi miicadelesini ve kiiltiirel direnisi isleyen makalemiz,
okuru bir sonraki ve son ¢alismaya hazirliyor. Sayimiz, Gazze’deki kentsel ve toplumsal silinme girisimini
kentkirim kavrami tizerinden belgeleyen, mimari ve insani yikimin boyutlarini gézler dniine seren ¢arpici

calismayla son buluyor.

Bu stirecte bana destek olan yayin kurulu iiyesi hocalarima samimi tesekkiirlerimi sunuyorum. Tarihsel
koklerden mekansal hafizaya, diplomatik manevralardan kiiltiirel direnise ve kentsel yikima uzanan bu

seckinin, Filistin ¢alismalarina katk: saglayacagi iimidindeyim.

Saygilarimla,

Yasin Yilmaz



From the Editor: Palestine on the Axis of History, Space, and Resistance

We have prepared the 18th issue of the Bulletin of Palestine Studies during what is perhaps one of the darkest
periods in Palestinian history, yet also a time when the consciousness of resistance is most visible on a
global scale. In this issue, we have brought together 15 articles covering a wide spectrum, ranging from
historical depth to current affairs. It is worth noting here that our journal has decided to expand its
publication volume due to increasing international interest and a high volume of qualified English

submission applications.

Our issue begins with inquiries delving into the roots of the modern Palestinian question. First, the early
relationships between empires, religion, and Zionism are scrutinized; concurrently, the appointment of
patriarchs in Ottoman Jerusalem and the institution of the mufti —an integral part of the scholarly hierarchy
(ilmiye)—are examined in light of archival documents. Following this, the aesthetic layers of the
civilizational heritage in this geography are explored through a study on the ornamentation of Masjid al-
Agsa. Furthermore, political turning points are touched upon through readings of the British Mandate
administration via cartoons and the partition process of Palestine within Turkish diplomatic archival

documents.

The second section of the journal focuses on international relations, economics, and social theories. A study
examining Russia’s historical and current policy on Palestine is followed by an article addressing "fiscal
sovereignty," one of the most significant insignias of statehood. This section also includes an examination
of the status of Druze soldiers in the Israeli army and a theoretical analysis that grounds resistance practices

in Palestine on a sociological foundation, moving from Bourdieu’s conceptual framework.

We have dedicated the third section to the post-October 7 process, war strategies, and the construction of
discourse. Following an article discussing Israel's strategies prior to the Gaza war and the future of
Palestine, there is a study examining the discursive construction of the war in the media through the news
coverage of Anadolu Agency and Reuters. Immediately after, the political visibility of Hamas in the
Turkish Parliament during the process stretching from October 7 to the prisoner exchanges is thoroughly

analyzed.

The closure of the issue is devoted to the most searing face of the war: cultural resistance and themes of
spatial destruction. In memory of Refaat Alareer, the murdered poet of Gaza, our article dealing with
cultural resistance and the struggle of the pen against the bullet prepares the reader for the subsequent and
final work. Our issue concludes with a striking study that documents the attempt at urban and social
erasure in Gaza through the concept of urbicide, laying bare the dimensions of architectural and

humanitarian destruction.

I extend my sincere thanks to the esteemed professors of the editorial board who supported me during this
process. It is my hope that this selection, extending from historical roots to spatial memory, and from
diplomatic maneuvers to cultural resistance and urban destruction, will contribute to the field of Palestine
studies.

Sincerely,

Yasin Yilmaz



