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-ABSTRACT-

The Origins and Features of the Aesthetic of the Risale-i Nur’s
Scholarly Content

Dr. Muhammed al-Ruki

The Risale-i Nur talks at length about light’s (Nur) meanings: for the Risales
are an independent school which has strong foundations, clear markers, and
educational methods that are comprehensible. These works carry an instruc-
tional, educational, and functional message which exists to convey Islamic
concepts to the mind and heart, and inform the soul and conscience of The
”uran’s purpose.

The roots of the Risale-i Nur’s aesthetic beauty spring from its rich scholarly
content, which rely on many roots and dynamics — that took their strength and
brilliance from the "uran and the noble traditions of the Prophet which the
Ustad knew on an extensive level. Thus, the Risale-i Nur is a valuable inter-
pretation of the "uran, and a bright flash that has its source in the holy text.

Each page of the Risale-i Nur is peppered with aesthetic markers. These
markers are manifested in the Risale’s expansive formation, diverse provisions,
and meaningful lessons, and are neither purely philosophical nor purely
theoretical. On the contrary, they show their effect on the nafs and are truths
that attract the nafs to themselves. These markers also refine the presentation,
depiction, management, and analysis of various subjects within the text. The
text provides its reader with information that has realistic and practical features,
and takes all of these beautiful features from the beauty of the “uran, the
exaltedness of faith (iman), and the brilliance of righteousness.
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—ABSTRACT—

Khalid Mahjub: Bediuzzaman al-Nursi’s Theological Teachings:
Signposts on the Way of Renewal

Khalid Mahjub

This study included a renewal indicators, also included in the general
features of the approach taken by Nursi in his presentation to the subject of
Theology (ilahiat), Nursi was distinct in his speech.

As was distinct in the formulation of the evidence, and the defense of the
faith (alimane), Without forgetting his power in the objects of suspicion, to
remove it from the hearts and minds of Muslims. In short, I've had studied
theology at Nursistrong wall, Fell in front of him all the attempts made by the
enemies of religion on the Muslim community in order to remove the faith of
hearts. It also was a lesson for Muslims vaccinated against ideological suspicions
raised by atheists and communists. The most beautiful thing is that all the efforts
made by Nursi, was inspired by of the iceberg "uran. For all that was studied
Theology at Nursi distinct novelty and seriousness.
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-ABSTRACT-

Adjustment, Amendment, and Correction of Western Civilization in
Nursi’s Thought

Prof. Dr. Binlsa Ahmad Buyuzan

Said Nursi describes civilization from a functional perspective and concent-
rates on the ways it serves people. In this respect, it can be seen that he under-
stands the term civilization wholly. With this comprehensive understanding, he
has carefully approached all features of European Civilization, and by observing
its effects on a broader scope, has found the reasons behind its flawed parts.
According to Nursi, the foremost flaws of European Civilization are its estran-
gement from, and denial of God. Nursi’s explanation of civilization also includes
the truth and analysis of an ideal civilization. While comparing Islamic and
Western Civilizations, he puts forth the flaws in Western Civilization, and
discusses the principles of its counterpart.

Nursi thinks about the principles of Western Civilization and researches
whether they could provide the cause of true happiness in people. However, he
sees that Western Civilization is incapable of making people truly happy, as this
civilization has corrupt principles, and drives people to sin and godlessness. For
this reason, he rejects many parts of Western Civilization, and opposes all of its
flaws with fervor. On the other hand, Nursi believes this civilization has some
positive parts and does not reject them. He rejects principles, goals, and
negative values of European Civilization. By touching on the main principles of
Islamic Civilization, Nursi states that true happiness can only be obtained
through faith in God. Accordingly, Islamic Civilization enjoys and benefits
greatly from faith, for it grants eternal happiness in two worlds to those who
embrace it.
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—ABSTRACT—

Elements of Intellectual, Artistic and Psychological Approach in The
”uranic Interpretations of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi

Associate Professor Dr. Abdul Majid Qazi

It was Nursi’s principled stand to make the "uran his absolute teacher in his
life. The wisdom which he inspired from the events of this time, led him to turn
to the ”uran, with his heart and soul and seek its guidance.

Looking back into our knowledge heritage, we find distinct schools of
thought in "uranic research and analysis; one represents the philosophical and
theological tendency, while the other stands for the rhetorical and literary
approach. Nursi firmly stands in between the two and utilizes the more positive
points of both the streams in his methodology. Thus he holds the balance
between intellectual and artistic approaches in the analysis of the holy text. His
methodology of "uranic interpretations can be put, broadly, into two categories.
(1) The structured and comprehensive commentary, where he take into account
all aspects of the etymological, grammatical, rhetorical, and contextual as well as
the logical and philosophical study of the ”uranic texts. This method has been
adopted by him in his famous commentary >Isharat al-I‘jaz (Signs of
Miraculousness)“.

(2) In the unstructered method we find him at various levels of engagement
with texts. Here he sometimes makes floating references to the holy verses, at
other times he dwells on some aspects related to the context. Examples show
that he goes very deep in the analysis of verses related to the matters of faith.
He combines the "uranic wisdom with the open inspirations from the nature
and cosmos. This phenomenon represents his entire works which from the
collection of Resile Nur.

Some interpretations of Nursi are purely based on the spiritual experiences.
But their beauty is that they do not confront with the established notions of the
“uran, and there is enough room in the body of the texts to accomodate them.
He saw in air a window to divine unity, discovered many secrets of "Bismillah“
within the elasticity of textual limits. Thus he opened new horizons to the study
of the miraculous text.

The significance of Nursi lies in his uni”ue blending of the rational
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knowledge with the artistic capability to analyze the holy text and prove the
matters of faith in the present cultural and scientific scenorio.
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-ABSTRACT-

The Cleansing of the Heart and Management of Differences According
to Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, and Their Role in the Unity of the
Ummah

Prof. Dr. 'Abd al-Karim 'Akkiwi

Unity within Islamic communities is imperative by Sharia. Ustad has both
profound ideas and important studies on the unity of the Ummabh, inspired by
the "uran and the Sunnah of the Prophet. Ustad has understood the reasons for
divides between Muslims, and has warned them against hostility and conflicts.
He had known the interior and exterior reasons that led to conflicts, and he
proposed scholarly, methodological, and educational principles to avoid them.
When he had been discussing the six ills that spoiled unity in the Ummah and
pushed people to hopelessness, he had specified the features of the Ummah he
had envisioned. Nursi pointed that the unity of Muslims was a religious
obligation as well as a realistic necessity to prevent the hostility within mankind.
This unity depends on virtues such as love, charity, brotherhood, and
selflessness, which are rulings of the Sharia and "ualify as prayers. They are also
an integral part of creation and happiness that re”uire loving love and being
against hostility. We see that Nursi connects the unity of Ummah with the
cleansing of the heart and disciplining of the soul. According to him, managing
differences and destroying political and idealogical pressures are both
compulsory to create unity within the Ummah.
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-ABSTRACT-

Positive Action and its Importance in the Preaching of Nur

Dr. Mamoun Jarrar

Said Nursi encourages constructive and positive reaction in all circumstances
of thought, warning, and invitation to the truth. Basing it on his past
experiences, Nursi emphasizes this: using violence against the problems in the
Muslim World only makes way for damage and harm. For this reason, Nursi has
dedicated himself to education, guidance, and renovation in order for faith
(iman) to be proven and take root.

Those who read the life of Nursi will notice that while he had been faced
with various injustices and cruelties, none of these had happened due to a crime
he had committed. Nursi had been exiled, kept under surveillance, forced into
residence, and imprisoned unrightfully many times. Despite having a personality
that couldn’t tolerate cruelty, he had never responded to these conditions with
violence. In its place, he had remained patient and accepted God’s will, and to
make a change, he hadn'’t leaned toward negative action that would lead to
divides within the community. Instead he had followed a method that protected
people and countries from all types of negative backlash, and aimed for ways to
benefit all humans.

He had made it a personal principle to respond to cruelty with positivity.
Using this principle, he had developed a special method for spreading God’s
invitation to people. Work done with this principle in mind signifies Muslims
inviting people in the way God wants them to spread his invitation. And while
people serve this cause, the success of their service depends on God’s will and is
not upon them as individuals.
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-ABSTRACT-

The Dynamics of a Safe Community from the Risale-i Nur Perspective

Dr. Mahdiye Amnuh

The safety/security factor signifies tran”uility and peace and is an important
measurement for civilizations, as safety and peace are the facilitating factors in a
precise and regulated government, and the necessities for a livable world. Rules
to ensure prosperity rely on the safety principle. In this respect, safety and peace
have become the basis of e’ual and developed societies. In today’s world,
humanity is slowly straying from providing people safe lives within safe
communities.

There is an intensive focus on safety in the Risale-i Nur. These works
establish a foundation for communal safety by focusing on transforming people
not into cynical and destructive beings, but into beings that are meant to
prosper. In this context, the Risale-i Nur touches on many topics to ensure safety
and peace in the Muslim community by advising "They are rather in need of
having their working conditions set in order, of security being established among
them, and of having the principle of cooperation encouraged. And these needs
can be brought about through the sacred commands of religion, and fear of
God, and firm adherence to religion.“ In that case, safety and peace that comes
from working conditions set in order, security being established, and having the
principle of cooperation encouraged, is the same safety and peace that the
whole of humanity desires. A safe community is a believing community — and
this sense of safety only comes from the actualization of "uranic ethics, and the
reading and analysis of the holy text in accordance with the universe.
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—ABSTRACT—

Ethical Revival in Behavioral Practices According to Nursi

Dr. Suad al-Nasir

Because ethics symbolizes the centerpiece of Islamic thought, it is a subject
emphasized and discussed in all facets of the Risale-i Nur. The reason behind
Nursi’s analysis of ethics is to put forward the topic’s origin in the Sharia. This
origin shows the topic’s theoretical foundation through a comprehensive and
developmental frame, and the musts of precaution against its behavioral
practices.

Nursi’s ethics theory has its basis in two main sources, of which the first is the
"uran. With respect to scholarly explanation and practice, his theory of ethics
has only the sunnah alongside the "uran for reference. This makes for a
beautiful model that encapsulates not only all human ethics from the last
Prophet, but also the different elements that led to the creation of those ethics.
In this respect, the Risales produce a lot of explanations for the field of ethics
and in varying manners so as to handle the multidimensional nature of the
topic.

Ethical revival in Nursian thought depends on different factors, one of which
is ethics. Being an extremely comprehensive term, ethics represent Islam’s spirit
and motives. In addition, it includes all areas of individual and social life. Love
is similar in nature — for love too is a pivotal value and necessary for a person’s
psychological stability and spiritual development.
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—ABSTRACT—

Methods of Conveying the Prophetic Message and Legacy According
to the Risale-i Nur

Dr. Mohamad Abd al-Hakim Bichi

This study aims at escposing the rigth mettods wich delivers the legacy of
prophecy through the messages of ligth that implemented the islamic experience
in the necessity of prophecy and the need of its enlightenment, in the
embodiment of the names of Allah through his creation, showing the facts of
existence and destiny, and reviving the instinct of the mere devotion and
worship.

These concepts cannot be embodied unless we adhere to the necessary
"ualities of those in charge of bearing the message (scholars) like: the firm faith,
and the proper conduct, in order to spread the charter of worshipping, the pious
life and its promotion. This, Without neglecting the concepts of advocation and
freedom, as well as distancing from the diseases in contrast to the legacy of
prophacy.
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