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Editorden

Nesibe Aydm Egitim Kurumlan tarafindan yayimlanan Egitim ve Gelecek Dergisi on
ikinci sayisinda sizinle bulusuyor. Egitim ve Gelecek Dergisi’nin Emerging Sources
Citation Index (ESCI) tarafindan da dizinlenmesiyle dergimize olan ilgi her gecen giin daha
da artmaktadir.

Dergimizin on ikinci sayisinda yer alan ¢alismalari siz degerli okurlarimiza sunuyoruz.

Derya Yildiz, Tugba Ozkaral ve Mustafa Yavuz tarafindan hazirlanan “Tiirkce -
Teknoloji - Sanat - Sosyal Bilgiler (2t2s): Biitiinlesik Ogrenme Uygulamast” bashkli
caligmanin amaci, 7. siif diizeyindeki iletisim 6grenme alaninda biitiinlesik 6grenme ile tek
disipline dayali 6grenmenin Ogrencilerin akademik basarilarina etkisini karsilastirmaktir.
Calisma, hem nitel yaklasimi hem de nicel yaklagimi igeren aciklayici karma ydntem
kullanilarak yapilmistir. Calismanin sonunda deney grubunda yapilan biitiinlesik 2T2S
ogrenmeye gore gerceklestirilen etkinliklerin kontrol grubunda yapilan tek disipline dayali
o0grenmeye gore daha etkili oldugu sonucuna ulagilmistir.

Giliniimiizde 6grenen ve Ogreten bireylerin dijital okuryazarlik becerilerini gelistirmek
oldukga 6nemlidir. Mutlu Tahsin Ustiindag, Erhan Giines ve Eralp Bahcivan tarafindan
hazirlanan “Dijital Okuryazarlik Olgeginin Tiirkceye Uyarlanmasi ve Fen Bilgisi
Ogretmen Adaylarimin Dijital Okuryazark Durumlar” baslikli ¢alismaya 13 devlet
iiniversitesinden 3. ve 4. smifta okuyan 979 fen bilgisi O6gretmen adayr katilmuistir.
Aragtirmanin bulgular1, fen bilgisi 6gretmen adaylarmin dijital okuryazarlik becerilerinin
genel olarak iyi oldugunu gostermektedir.

Gelismekte olan iilkelerin egitim sistemlerinde Bilisim Teknolojileri (BT) entegrasyonu
gittikge 6nemli bir hale gelmektedir. Ekmel Cetin ve Ebru Solmaz tarafindan hazirlanan
“BT Entegrasyonu Egitim igcin Sihirli Bir Degnek mi? Singapur ve Tiirkiye
Karsulastirmali Tarihsel Analizi” baghikli calismada, Singapur ve Tiirkiye’nin egitim
alaninda uluslararasi degerlendirme sonuglar1 sunulmus ve iki {iilkenin egitimde BT
entegrasyonu gecmisi karsilastirilarak incelenmistir.

Teknoloji egitimin onemli unsurlarindan biridir. Giiniimiizde, sadece Ttniversite
Ogrencileri degil, dil 6gretimi de teknolojinin siirekli gelismesi ile iliskilidir. Zeynep
Munzur tarafindan hazirlanan “Bilgi Teknolojileri ile Gelistirilmis Ingilizce Okuma
Derslerinin Ogrencilerin Ogrenme ve Basardart Uzerindeki Etkileri” bashkli calismada,
Kadir Has Universitesi Yabanci Diller ingilizce Hazirlik Programi’ndaki ogrencilerin
teknoloji ile gelistirilmis okuma derslerine olan tutumlar1 incelenmistir. Arastirma sonunda,
uygun ve yeterli bilgi teknolojileri okuma derslerinin igerigine uygulandiginda, 6grencilerin
okuma derslerine olan tutumlarimin olumlu yonde degistigi tespit edilmistir.

Suat Celik, Tiirkan Karakus, Engin Kursun, Yiiksel Goktas ve Mevliit Ozcan
tarafindan hazirlanan “Teknoloji Destekli Ogrenme Ortamlarinda Ogretmenler ve
Ogrencilerin  Karsilagtgi Pedagojik Problemler: FATIH Projesi Ornegi” baslikli
calismanin amac1 FATIH Projesinin pilot uygulamasina katilan 6gretmen ve &grencilerin;



Ogretmenler, ogrenciler ve okul miidiirlerinin bakis agisindan karsilastiklar1 pedagojik
sorunlart arastirmaktir. Aragtirma bulgulari, O6gretmenlerin simif yonetiminde zorluk
cektiklerini, smiftaki lider rollerini kaybettiklerini, bilgi ve iletisim teknolojilerinin
entegrasyonu ile birlikte Ogrencileriyle olan iletisim ve etkilesimlerini kaybettiklerini
gostermektedir.

Insanlarin 6gretmenleri nasil algiladiklari, onlarin birebir, yiiz yiize etkilesmislerinin
yant sira internetteki etkilesimleri ile de iliskilidir. Burhanettin Keskin tarafindan
hazirlanan “Ogretmenlerle Ilgili YouTube Videolarimin Analizi” bashkli ¢alismada
ogretmenlerle ilgili YouTube videolarinda 6gretmenlerin nasil sunuldugu incelenmistir.
Calismada, YouTube (www.youtube.com) arama motoruna “6gretmen” kelimesi yazilarak
elde edilen ilk ii¢ sonug sayfasindaki 60 video incelenmistir. Caligmanin sonunda, incelenen

videolarin ¢ogunda 6gretmenlerin olumsuz bir sekilde sunuldugu tespit edilmistir.

Hiiseyin Akar ve Mehmet Ustiiner tarafindan hazirlanan “Ogretmen Adaylarinin
Duygusal Zekd ve Sosyal Girisimcilik Ozellikleri Arasindaki Iliskide Oz Yeterlik
Algilarinin Aracilik Rolii” bashikli ¢alismada 6gretmen adaylarmin duygusal zeka diizeyi,
0z yeterlik algis1 ve sosyal girisimcilik 6zellikleri arasinda pozitif yonde anlamh iliskiler
oldugu goriilmistiir. Ayrica Ogretmen adaylarinin duygusal zekd diizeyi ile sosyal
girisimcilik 6zellikleri arasindaki iliskide 6z yeterlik algisnin kismi aracilik roliine sahip
oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Yiiksekogretim ortamlarinda proje temelli yaklasima yonelik gittikce artan bir egilim
olusmustur. Mustafa Sat tarafindan hazirlanan “Lisans Ogrencileri Icin Proje Derslerinde
Verilen Bicimlendirici Geri Bildirim Alg1 Olceginin Gelistirilmesi ve Gegerligi” baslikl
calismada gelistirilen Olgek, grup c¢alismasina dayali ¢esitli Ogrenme ortamlarinda
ogrencilerin bigimlendirici geri bildirim algilarin1 6lgmek igin arastirmacilara, uygulayicilara
ve akademisyenlere yarar saglayici niteliktedir.

Meslege yeni baglayan aday 6gretmenlerin yasadigi sorunlarin ¢6ziimiinde mentorliigiin
yardimct olacagi sOylenebilir. Funda Nayir ve Saadet Kuru Cetin tarafindan hazirlanan
“Aday Ogretmenlerin Danmisman Ogretmenlik Uygulamasina Iliskin Goriisleri (Mugla Ili
Ornegi)” baslikli calismanin amaci yeni atanan aday 6gretmenlerin 24 hafta boyunca sinifta
danmigman Ogretmenleriyle uygulayacaklari etkinliklerin aday 6gretmenlerin  mesleki
becerilerine sagladig: katkiy1 ve aday 6gretmenlerin bu uygulama ile ilgili goriislerini ortaya
cikarmaktir. Arastirma bulgularmma gore aday Ogretmenlerin birgogu, mentorlitk
uygulamasinin yararli oldugunu diisiinmekte, bu uygulamanin bazi diizeltmelerle devam
etmesini istemekte ve uygulama siirecinde mentor se¢iminin 6nemine vurgu yapmaktadir.

Goniil Yazgan-Sag ve Elcin Emre-Akdogan tarafindan hazirlanan “Ortadgretim
Matematik Ogretmen Adaylarimin Ders Plami Bilgilerindeki Degisimin Analizi” baslikl
calismada ortadgretim matematik dgretmen adaylarmin “Ozel 6gretim ydntemleri” dersinde
matematik ders plani bilgilerini nasil gelistirdiklerini incelemek amaglanmustir. Elde edilen
bulgular 15181nda; dersin basinda, bazi1 6gretmen adaylarinin matematik ders plani ile 6gretim
programi arasindaki farklar ayirt edemedikleri goriiliirken dersin sonunda Ogrencilerin



anlamalar1 ve motivasyonlarini goz 6niinde bulundurarak 6gretim siirecini nasil organize
edeceklerine yonelik ayritili agiklamalar yaptiklari tespit edilmistir.

Kiigiik yasta miizik egitimine baglayan Ludwig von Beethoven, olaganiistii yetenegiyle
ve aldig1 egitimle klasik doneme adin1 yazdiran besteciler arasinda yer almistir. Klasik
doénemin ve klasik donemden romantik doneme gegisin en 6nemli ve verimli bestecilerinden
olan Beethoven zamaninin miizik kuramlarina daha yenilik¢i yaklagmis, miizigiyle gerek
armoni, form, modiilasyon kavramlarina yenilikler getirmistir. Halil Levent Kuterdem
tarafindan hazirlanan “Beethoven Op 110 Piyano Sonati Birinci Boliim Tema ve Gegis
Bélgelerindeki Modiilasyonlarin Kurulumu” bashikli ¢alismada kompozisyon materyalinde
onemli dgelerden olan kontrast kavrami, op 110 piyano sonatinin modiilasyon bdlgelerinde
nasil saglandig1 ve piyano egitiminde gerekliligine 151k tutmaktadir.

Egitim ve Gelecek Dergisi olarak gosterdiginiz ilgi ve degerli katkilariniz i¢in tesekkiir
ediyorum.

Gelecek sayida bulugmak tizere...

Prof. Dr. Erten GOKCE

Egitim ve Gelecek Dergisi Bas Editorii



Editorial

Journal of Education and Future published by Nesibe Aydin Education Institutions,
meets you with the twelfth issue. The interest in JEF is increasing day by day with the
success of JEF being indexed by Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI).

We present the studies in the twelfth issue of JEF to our valuable readers.

In the article titled “Turkish — Technology — Art - Social Studies (Tsta): Integrated
Learning Application”, which is prepared by Derya Yildiz, Tugba Ozkaral and Mustafa
Yavuz, it is aimed to compare the effects of the learning based on integrated learning and
learning based upon a single discipline in communication learning domain at the level of
grade 7. In the research, the descriptive mixed method including both qualitative and
guantitative approaches was employed. According to the findings, it was detected that the
students in the experimental group made more explanatory sentences in comparison with the
students in the control group.

Today, it is important for the 21st century humanity to develop digital literacy skills. In
the article titled “Turkish Adaptation of Digital Literacy Scale and Investigating Pre-
service Science Teachers’ Digital Literacy”, which is prepared by Mutlu Tahsin
Ustiindag, Erhan Giines and Eralp Bahgcivan, it is aimed to adapt the digital literacy scale
developed by Ng (2012) into Turkish and to investigate pre-service science teachers’ digital
literacy. 979 junior and senior pre-service science teachers from 13 state universities
participated in the research. According to the findings of the study, the digital literacy skills
of pre-service science teachers seem generally qualified.

Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) integration has become
increasingly important in educational systems of developing countries. The article titled “Is
ICT Integration A Magic Wand for Education? A Comparative Historical Analysis
between Singapore and Turkey”, which is prepared by Ekmel Cetin and Ebru Solmaz,
presents the international assessment results of Singapore and Turkey in case of education
and compares the histories of ICT integration in education process of these two countries.

Technology is considered one of the most important aspects of education. Today not
only college education, but also language teaching is being challenged by the development
of technology. The article titled “Impacts of Technology Enhanced EFL Reading
Classroom on Student Learning and Achievement”, which is prepared by Zeynep Munzur,
presents students' attitudes to technology enhanced reading classroom, and its effects on their
academic achievement at Kadir Has University School of Foreign Languages English
Preparatory Program. The result of the study shows that if appropriate technology is
integrated into reading lessons, the students seem to reflect a positive attitude towards
reading.

In the article titled “Pedagogical Problems Encountered by Teachers and Students in
Technology-Enhanced Learning Environments: A Case of FATIH Project”, which is
prepared by Suat Celik, Tiirkan Karakus, Engin Kursun, Yiiksel Goktas and Mevliit



Ozcan, it is aimed to investigate pedagogical problems encountered by teachers and
students, who participated in pilot implementation of the Increasing Opportunities Improving
Technology Movement (FATIH) project, from the perspective of teachers, students and
schools school principals. Findings of the study show that teachers had difficulty in
classroom management, they lost their leader role, communication and interaction with their
students after integration of information and communication technologies.

The way people perceive teachers is closely linked to the way teachers are represented
through interactions that take place in-person, as well as interactions that take place online.
In the article titled “An Analysis of YouTube Videos about Teachers”, which is prepared by
Burhanettin Keskin, it is aimed to evaluate YouTube videos concerning teachers in terms
of how teachers are portrayed. In the study, the keyword “teacher” is searched on the
YouTube search engine (www.youtube.com) and the first 60 videos (3 pages) were analyzed.
The results of this study show that most of the videos examined portray the teacher in a
negative manner.

In the results of the article titled “Mediation Role of Self-Efficacy Perceptions in the
Relationship between Emotional Intelligence Levels and Social Entrepreneurship Traits of
Pre-Service Teachers”, which is prepared by Hiiseyin Akar and Mehmet Ustiiner,
statistically significant relationships with positive correlation were found between self-
efficacy, emotional intelligence of pre-service teachers, and social entrepreneurial
characteristics. In addition, self-efficacy perception was found to be a partial moderator role
between social entrepreneurship characteristics and emotional intelligence level of pre-
service teachers.

There has been an increasing trend towards project-based approach in higher education.
In the article titled “Development and Validation of Formative Feedback Perceptions Scale
in Project Courses for Undergraduate Students”, which is prepared by Mustafa Sat, the
presented new scale will serve as a useful tool for researchers, practitioners and individuals
in higher education in order to assess students’ formative feedback perceptions in various
work-based and experiential learning environments.

Especially, the inadequacy of theoretical information in practice increases the problems
experienced by teacher candidates during the first years when they start the profession. In the
article titled “Opinions of Teacher Candidates on Mentor Teacher Program (Example of
Mugla)”, which is prepared by Funda Nayir and Saadet Kuru Cetin, it is aimed to
identify the contribution to the professional skills of the newly appointed teachers of the
National Education of their activities conducted in class with their mentor teachers for 24
weeks, and the views of teacher candidates on such implementation. According to the
findings, the majority of the teacher candidates finds the mentorship implementation helpful
and wants it to continue after some reforms.

In the article titled “Analysis of the Changes in Prospective Secondary Mathematics
Teachers’ Knowledge of Lesson Plan”, which is prepared by Goniil Yazgan-Sag and
Elcin Emre-Akdogan, it is aimed to investigate how prospective mathematics teachers’



develop their knowledge of mathematics lesson plan in a Teaching methods course.
According to the findings, in beginning of the course, although some of the prospective
mathematics teachers confused mathematics lessons plan with mathematics curriculum after
the course, they gave detailed information about how to organize an instructional process
considering students’ motivation and understandings.

Started his musical training at an early age, Ludwig van Beethoven has become one of
the composers who made his mark in the classical period with his extraordinary skills and
training. The article titled “Configuration of Modulations in Theme and Transition
Sections in Beethoven Op 110 Piano Sonata Part One”, which is prepared by Halil Levent
Kuterdem, shed light to how the contrast concept which is considered as one of the
important elements in composition material is used in modulation sections of Op 110 Piano
Sonata and its necessity in piano training.

Thanks for your interest and valuable contributions for Journal of Education and
Future.

Look forward to meeting in the next issue...

Prof. Dr. Erten GOKCE
Editor in Chief of

Journal of Education and Future
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to compare the effects of the learning based
on integrated learning and learning based upon a single discipline in
communication learning domain at the level of grade 7. In the research, the
descriptive mixed method including both qualitative and quantitative
approaches was employed. The study population of the research consisted of the
grade 7 students of a secondary school in Konya province in 2015-2016
academic year. While a single discipline-based learning was applied in the
control group, integrated Turkish, Social Studies, Technology Design and Art
learning was applied in the experimental group. The integrated learning enables
meaningful connections between different subject areas, enabling learners to
learn effectively in a multidimensional way.In communication learning domain,
it was determined that the activities conducted on the experimental group
according to integrated TSTA learning were more effective than learning based
on a single discipline which was conducted on the control group. When the
answers given by the students to the achievement test were compared, it was
detected that the students in the experimental group made more explanatory
sentences in comparison with the students in the control group, their answers
included samples from different domains related to communication and the
students were able to integrate these domains with each other.
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Tiirkge — Teknoloji — Sanat - Sosyal Bilgiler (2t2s):
Biitiinlesik Ogrenme Uygulamasi

Oz

Bu ¢alismanin amaci, 7. siif diizeyindeki iletisim 6grenme alaninda
biitlinlesik 6grenme ile tek disipline dayali 6grenmenin 6grencilerin akademik
basarilarina etkisini kargilastirmaktir. Arastirma, deneme modellerinden 6n test-
son test kontrol gruplu modele gore desenlenerek gerceklestirilmistir. Calisma,
hem nitel yaklasimi hem de nicel yaklasimi igeren agiklayici karma y6ntem
kullanilarak yapilmistir. Arastirmanin ¢alisma grubunda, 2015-2016 egitim-
ogretim yilinda Konya il merkezinde bulunan bir ortaokulun 7.sinif 6grencileri
bulunmaktadir. Arastirmanin kontrol grubunda tek disipline dayali 6grenme
gerceklestirilirken deney grubunda ise biitiinlesik Tiirkge, Sosyal Bilgiler,
Teknoloji Tasarim ve Sanat (2T2S) 6grenme uygulamasi yapilmistir. Biitiinlesik
ogrenme, farkli konu alanlari arasindaki anlamli baglantilarla 6grencilerin etkili
O0grenmelere imkan vererek O0grenmenin ¢ok boyutlu olarak gergeklesmesini
saglar. Calismada yapilan uygulama sonucunda “iletisim” &grenme alaninda
deney grubunda yapilan bitiinlesik 2T2S Ogrenmeye gore gergeklestirilen
etkinliklerin kontrol grubunda yapilan tek disipline dayali 6grenmeye gore daha
etkili oldugu sonucu tespit edilmistir. Her iki gruptaki Ogrencilerin basar
testindeki sorulara verdikleri cevaplar karsilagtirildiginda deney grubundaki
Ogrencilerin kontrol grubundaki &grencilere kiyasla verdikleri cevaplarinda
daha agiklayict ifadelere yer veren ciimleler kurduklari, cevaplarinin iletisimle
ilgili farkli alanlardan 6rnekler igerdigi ve dgrencilerin bu alanlar1 birbirleriyle
biitiinlestirebildikleri tespit edilmistir. Uygulamanin sonunda goriisleri alinan
Ogretmenler, biitiinlesik 6grenmenin farkli disiplinleri biitiinlestirerek hayatin
cok yonlil halini sinif ortamina tagidigini ve 6grencilerin 6grenmelerinin daha
etkili oldugunu ifade etmislerdir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: biitiinlesik 6grenme, tek disipline dayali 6grenme,
iletisim, Tiirk¢e egitimi, sosyal arastirmalar
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Introduction

This education, which is known as STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics) in English is being applied in the U.S.A. and some other countries, has
not been studied enough in our country yet. Whereas integrated learning is also very
important for social sciences in order to raise individuals who acquire skills such as
problem solving, critical thinking, and teamwork. It is necessary to provide different
educations for teachers and students in order to cope with the problems of today’s
world and to compete on a global scale. Thus, reconstruction and rearrangement is
needed in our country, especially in curricula and in many issues. STEM may be
identified in different ways by educators who try to design programs and lessons that
improve learning of students. It is seen that some educators are trying to integrate
their STEM topic knowledge in order to compose deeper understanding. It is
anticipated that students may transfer into their future technical and scientific careers
and might lead better lives (Fan & Ritz, 2014). In other words, STEM education is
the content of knowledge, skills and beliefs which is formed collaboratively at the
intersection, rather than a STEM subject area (Corlu, Capraro & Capraro, 2014).
According to Foucolut (1999), science does not change and remove current
applications.

Yavuz (2015) states that different disciplines do not penetrate into each other
efficiently in school environment and they are not included at the desired level in a
circle whose center is the real life, and draws attention to the New Generation School
(NGS) involving “Integrated Learning Domains”. When native language and social
studies curricula of different countries are examined, it is seen that connection among
lessons is considered to be important. In the curricula within the content of social
studies; for example in Turkey, relating to lessons such as Turkish, mathematics,
science and technology (Ministry of National Education, 2005); in Canada Ontario,
inter-curricular integrated learning(Ministry of Education Ontario, 2013); in Estonia,
relationships to skills of other subject areas such as mathematics, national language,
foreign language, natural sciences, technology, fine arts (Republic of Estonia
Ministry of Education and Research, 2011); in People’s Republic of China Hong
Special Administrative Region, association between different domains and lessons
(The Curriculum Development Council Hong Kong, 2011); in Australia, the use of
knowledge and skills acquired in other domains such as English, mathematics and
science(Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority, 2010) are
emphasized.

Within the framework of information expressed above, this research aims a
learning in which multiple domains such as Turkish, Technology and Design,
Art(Visual Arts, Music) , Social Studies integrate and teachers of these domains
collaboratively teach these subjects in an integrated way in classroom environment.
In line with this purpose, attainment and activity samples in the content of
“Communication” learning domain were prepared. As it is known, the issue of
communication is not only a discipline or domain, but it includes multiple domains
as in many other subjects. Communication is not simply the whole of crumbs of
information between two individuals at a certain time (Birdwhistell, 1990).
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Communication is the whole of intellectual and relational activities which is the
compulsory condition for a person to produce and develop his/her biological,
psychological and social existence (Erdogan, 2011). In other words, it is the most
important factor which enables a person’s transformation from a biological being
into a social being. Beginning from early childhood, understanding other people and
getting information which would prepare a person for the world comes true through
communication (Tuna, 2012). On the other hand, means of communication providing
flow of information continue developing day by day.

The issue of communication is highlighted in mother tongue lesson curricula in
the world and the transformation of communication into applications in different
domains is emphasized. In Finnish Mother Tongue and Literature Curriculum (2004:
51), communication and interaction skills have been particularly purposed.

“- Functional, appropriate for the purpose, ethics; they will gain practice in
order to be individuals who can communicate effectively, speak, read, write in
school and various communication environments, -They will try to maintain suitable
environments for communication, become accustomed to the awareness that
interaction has different ways and there are different perspectives.” In Australian
English Curriculum (2012: 1): multi-directional communication is emphasized and
communication skills are included in different learning domains: “Understanding,
using English language with its all varieties, gaining competence in expressing
feelings, making interaction easier, effective thinking, gaining persuasive skill and
discussing”, “Speaking standard Australian English- comprehending the use of its
written forms and non-linguistic forms in communication in getting a meaning”. In
the Language Curriculum of Canada Ontario State (2006: 4), “Using language for
the interaction of individuals and communities, using language for personal
development and the active participation as a citizen of the world” is aimed,
communication is pointed out by underlining the multicultural and very different
world. “Reinforcing students’ communication through knowledge and opinions,
focusing on their learning at school, in the multicultural and world”. In Turkish
Lesson Curriculum (2015: 32) which is going to be applied in 2016-2017 academic
year: the attainments of “They notice different points of view in
conversation/discussion. In order to transfer information better, they support their
speech/presentation in appropriate situations with multimedia devices such as
graphics, visuals and so on. They form an opinion about what they listen/watch” are
included in verbal communication learning domain.

Some examples of attainments which are formed by integrating Turkish,
Technology and Design, Art (Visual Arts, Music), Social Studies lessons are given
below:

1. They notice and explain visual, written and verbal dimensions of
communication. They express the communication media in their lives.
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2. They share their products that they prepare in written, verbal, visual and
electronic environments by using media devices.

3. Considering the development of communication technologies, they prepare
presentations displaying the role of art in communication.

4. They explain and exemplify the effect of the culture of the environment where
they live on communication environments.

5. They compare their culture with the ways of communication, signs or
situations in other cultures.

6. They express their feelings and thoughts through pictures, photos, writing,
signs, songs, notes or other ways of art.

Integrated TSTA Learning Applied to the Experimental Group

Integrated learning enables students to use their creativity through integration
which is based on using different fields together in the learning environment. Aybek
(2001: 1) describes integrated learning as “an approach which helps students
combine, integrate knowledge from different fields and enables students to focus on
thinking at the level of analysis and synthesis via concepts. According to Jacobs
(1989), integrated learning is “the understanding which uses methods and knowledge
of multiple disciplines consciously.

In integrated learning, students better learn connections among events, facts,
concepts and ideas clearly and they can build new and different information on them
easily by learning how to make deeper connections across disciplines from different
perspectives (Bean, 1990; Cited in: Mcdonald and Czerniak, 1994).

In integrated learning, a particular concept (or a problem, an issue) is used as
base, knowledge and skills which might give insights into this concept from different
perspectives are integrated by collecting from related fields. Here, the main purpose
is to examine the concept which constitutes the topic of a lesson. Besides, it is
important in this process to learn knowledge and skills of various learning domains
related to the concept (Yildirim, 1996).

Lucas (1981) states that individuals perceive the external world in an integrative
way and multiple learning domains form a meaningful pattern in this integration. The
ability of students to integrate knowledge from different fields is crucial in order to
gain higher level thinking skills such as critical and creative thinking. In this way,
knowledge learned by students can be transferred to daily life.

In the learning applied to the experimental group, lessons were integrated and
the purpose was to enable students to learn about communication in a multi-
directional way. In order to form the integrated curriculum, the researchers
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cooperated with the teachers of Turkish, Technology and Design, Social Studies and
Art (Music, Visual Arts).

Attainments were written based on the necessity that these lessons need to be
studied by integrating in order to provide meaningful learning in terms of
communication. The lessons were studied in the frame of prepared activities in order
to acquire these written attainments. The lessons were carried out by the teachers
together within the lesson plan instructions.

Examples related to integrate TSTA learning activities conducted in the
experimental group are given below:

e Students share their writing, visual and auditory products that they form
related to a book they have read, a film they have watched, a musical piece they have
listened, a work of art they have seen or an event they have experienced by using
them together (short film, photograph, music, animation, etc.) by means of
technological environments (blogs, social networking sites, etc.) (2nd attainment)
(6th attainment)

e With reference to photographs and pictures showing situations which prevent
communication in their environment and at the international level, they design
dialogues indicating solutions. (4th attainment) (5th attainment).

e Trips to photograph and art exhibitions and technology and science museums
are organized, music activities are done. (3rd attainment) (5th attainment)

e Choosing an event that they have experienced in their daily lives, role plays
reflecting different viewpoints of people in this event are performed. (1st attainment)
(4th attainment) (6th attainment)

e Students choose one of the works in the museums, they get answers to
questions such as “When was it made? Which civilization does it belong to? Where
was it made? Why was it made? Why does it maintain its importance today? Where
was it found? How did it arrive at the museum?, and afterwards they try to find out
the symbols that the work has, whether it provides information and clues related to
the period and civilization where it was made, tales or legends related to the symbols
if any. They create visual designs by looking at the work they investigate. In this
regard, tiles; miniatures, murals, motives of carpets-rugs, kerchiefs are employed
(4th attainment) (5th attainment) (6th attainment).

e By studying in groups, students search technologies belonging to previous
years and they write a report related to what a child who lived in those years could do
with the technology s/he had. They also try to determine advantages and
disadvantages of today’s technologies by brainstorming (1st attainment) (2nd
attainment) (3rd attainment).
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In the field of information technologies, students are asked to design a device
that would meet a need in future. They are asked to design this device on paper, and
then to present it as a picture or a model (2nd attainment) (6th attainment).

A Single Discipline-based Learning Applied to the Control Group

The learning based on a single discipline provides acquisition of knowledge and
skills in a single domain. The aspects of a field can be studied in detail. Its purpose is
not to relate this discipline to other disciplines. Only knowledge and skills
concerning that field are transferred.

Learnings which include only one discipline are crucial in developing scientific
thinking and research skills as they provide concentration on only that field. In
learnings based on a single discipline, in order to solve problems, the work of
combining knowledge and skills which are obtained in different lessons are left to
students and it is usually supposed that it would happen automatically. Teachers try
to give information only on their own lessons and they do not lay emphasis on to
what extent knowledge and skills learned in these lessons are used in other lessons or
how they are related (Yildirim, 1996).

The hypothesis of the research was determined as “Integrated learning increases
academic achievement  of grade 7 students in communication learning domain in
comparison with learning based on a single discipline”. It was determined that the
studies conducted on integrated learning in the literature (Corlu, Capraro and
Caproro, 2014; Fan and Ritz, 2014; Korkmaz and Konukaldi, 2015) were mostly
done in numeric fields. There are no researches in which multiple domains such as
Turkish, Technology and Design, Art (Visual Arts, Music), Social Studies are
examined and integrated by considering their intersection points. Kanatli and Cekici
(2013) suggested the lessons which can be studied by integrating with Turkish lesson
as Foreign Language, Social Studies, Music, Visual Arts, Drama, Information
Technologies, and Media Literacy. Due to these reasons, the purpose of the research
is to compare the effect of integrated learning and learning based on a single
discipline on student achievement at the level of grade 7 in communication learning
domain by integrating Turkish, Social Studies, Technology Design and Art lessons.

Method
Model of the Research

The purpose of this research is to compare the effect of the integrated learning
and single discipline-based learning on academic achievement of students at the level
of grade 7 in communication domain. This experimental research was done
according to the pretest-posttest control group design which is one of the
experimental designs.

Experimental designs are research designs in which the data that would to be
observed is directly produced under the control of the researcher in order to
determine the cause-effect relationship. In a research which use experimental design,
objectives are usually expressed as hypotheses. In pretest-posttest control group
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design, there are two groups which are formed randomly. One of them is called
experimental group, the other one is called control group. In both groups,
measurements are carried out before and after the test (experiment) (Karasar, 2008).

In the qualitative dimension of the research, document analysis was applied.
Document analysis includes the analysis of written materials which involve
information about the fact and facts that would be searched (Yildirim and Simsek,
2011). The answers given by the students to questions which were asked as pretest
and posttest and the opinions of the teachers about the application at the end of the
application were examined in detail.

In the research, the descriptive mixed method including both qualitative and
quantitative approaches was employed. The mixed method is a research type in
which data are collected, analyzed, findings are integrated and used to draw
inferences by using qualitative and quantitative approaches (Tashakkori and Teddlie,
2003).

Symbolic view of the research model is given in Table 1 below:
Table 1
Symbolic View of the Research Model
Gl 0O1l1 X1 01.2
G2 021 02.2
G1: The experimental group in which integrated learning was applied.
G2: The control group in which learning based on a single discipline was carried out
X1: Integrated Learning
01.1-02.1: Pretest (Achievement Test)

01.2-02.2: Posttest (Achievement Test)
The table given below shows the research process:
Table 2

The Research Process

e The Main Objective of the Research

To compare the effect of integrated learning and learning based on a single discipline on academic

achievement of arade 7 students in communication learnina domain.

e Application of pretests

(10 weeks)

e Providing education according to integrated learning in the experimental group, learning based
on a single discipline in the control group

o Application of posttest
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Participants

The study population of the research consists of 7th grade students in a primary
education school in the center of Konya in 2015-2016 academic year. The study
population includes 38 students in total, 19 students in the experimental group and 19
students in the control group. The class 7-A represents the experimental group, the
class 7-B stands for the control group. 11 students from the control group
participating in the research are female (57.89%), 8 students are male (42.10%). In
the experimental group, 10 students (52.63%) are female, 9 students are male
(47.36%).

While showing quotes from students’ answers, codes were used. Sample
coding: (C, M, 2): Control group, male, 2nd student. (E, F, 6): Experimental group,
female, 6th student.

Comparison of the Experimental Group and the Control Group

In order to determine whether study groups are equal, an achievement test
including open ended questions asked as pretest at the beginning of the application
and as posttest at the end of the application was used. The results of the pretest were
analyzed using t test, which is utilized whether the difference between two unrelated
sampling means is meaningful. The pretest results of the groups are given in the
table.

Table 3

Communication Skills Assessment Form Pretest Scores of the Groups

Group N X S sd t p
Experimental 19 60.42 6.46
Group 19 59.84 7.43 36 40 .56

Control Group

When the result of the t test which was conducted to assess pretest scores of the
study groups are examined, depending on the [t 3s) = .40, p>.05] results in total, it is
seen that there is not a meaningful difference between the pretest scores that the
experimental and the control groups got in “The Communication Skills Assessment
Form”. Therefore, it is possible to say that the experimental and the control groups
are equal to each other.

Data Collection Instrument

The students were assessed by using an achievement test including open ended
questions. The prepared achievement test included the entire attainments of
integrated TSTA curriculum. Sample questions are given below:
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“What is communication? What does this concept mean to you? Explain it by
considering all of its dimensions (visual, written and verbal) and giving examples
from your own life.”

2

“Compare new media tools with traditional media tools.
“Critically evaluate the last news text you read, listened or watched. ”

In order to test whether the achievement test is valid, first of all, the test was
examined in terms of content validity. The content validity is the indicator whether
test items qualitatively and quantitatively measure the defined behavior (trait)
(Bliytikoztiirk, 2007). The opinions of the subject matter experts were asked for the
content validity of the test. To assess the question pool sent to the experts, sections of
“appropriate-inappropriate and your suggestions if it iS not appropriate” were
included next to each item. The opinions of 7 out of 9 subject matter experts to
whom the question pool was sent were obtained. The questions approved by the
experts were included and necessary changes were made in the questions which were
suggested to be changed. For example : The question “Evaluate the last news text
you read, listened or watched” was changed as “Critically evaluate the last news text
you read, listened or watched”.

In order to ensure reliability, the results of the achievement test which was used
as the pretest and posttest were assessed by the researchers and the assessments were
averaged.

Data Collection

Learning based on a single discipline was carried out in the control group,
whereas integrated TSTA learning was applied in the experimental group. In the
classroom environment which was arranged according to the integrated learning;
lessons were taught with activities and lesson plans prepared cooperatively by
teachers of Turkish, Social Studies, Technology Design and Art. Before starting
lessons, in relation to communication topic, attainments pursuant to integrated
learning were written, activity samples and lesson plans were prepared and integrated
learning was introduced to the students.

Through this research, integrated learning and single discipline-based learning
programs have been formed for communication domain. The lessons were taught in
accordance with the prepared curriculum and daily lesson plans.

Analysis of Data

Each of the questions in the achievement test was scored. Standard deviation of
the distributions were calculated using the means of pretest and posttest scores that
the students got in the achievement test, and t test was conducted in order to see
whether the difference was meaningful.
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Results

The hypothesis of the research was “Integrated learning increases academic
achievement of grade 7 students in communication learning domain in comparison
with learning based on a single discipline”. To test this hypothesis, the means of the
pretest and posttest scores that the experimental and control groups got in the
achievement test were compared and the findings related to the comparisons are
given in the table below.

Table 4

The Findings Related to the Pretest and Posttest Scores of the Groups

Groups N Pretest Posttest Difference of Means

X s X s X S t p
Experimental 19 6042 6.46 7331 7.02 12.89 2.01
Group 19 5984 7.43 6431 6.86 447 298 738 .02

Control Group

According to the findings in Table 4, it is seen that the posttest scores of the
experimental and the control groups are higher. This increase which is [t (38) = 7.38,
p<.05] in total is at a meaningful level in favor of the experimental group. In order to
see to what extent integrated TSTA learning applied to the experimental group was
effective in comparison with the control group, it was tested whether there was a
difference in terms of posttest application averages of the groups. The analysis
results of posttest score means of the groups are given in Table 5.

Table 5

Findings Related to the Posttest Scores of the Groups in the Achievement Test

Group N X s t p
Experimental Group 19 73.31 7.02
Control Group 19 64.31 6.86 4.38 .02

As it is seen in Table 5, when posttest score averages of the groups are
compared, there is a meaningful difference which is [t (38) = 4.38, p<.05] in total in
favor of the experimental group. This result shows that integrated TSTA learning
applied to the experimental group has an effect at a meaningful level in
communication learning domain.
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It was determined that the students in the control and experimental groups gave
similar answers to the achievement test which was applied as the pretest.

Samples from the answers given by the students to the question; “What is
communication? What does this concept mean to you? Explain it by considering all
of its dimensions (visual, written and verbal) and giving examples from your own
life” are given below:

The answers given by the students to the question which served as the pretest:

“Communication means talking to people. I think we cannot live without
communication. Communication is established on television and the
internet, in writing and speaking. I also try to communicate.”(C, F,5 )

“I consider communication as being able to speak. Speaking is the first
step of visual, written and verbal communication. In order to
communicate in my life, first of all, I speak” (E, M, 9)

The answers given by the students to the question which served as the posttest:

“Talking to people, meeting people and writing to people are
communicating. People who can speak, listen and write may
communicate with each other. It is necessary to know the entire
dimensions of communication in order to communicate. Communicating
is also very important in my life.” (C, F, 7)

“Communication is a multidimensional concept. Visual communication
IS communication through visual materials. This shows that
communication is not only face-to-face. Being able to communicate
makes life easier.

“As a matter of fact, written communication and visual communication-
in other words, all dimensions of communication are for people’s
interactions. We the people see, speak and listen. We understand each
other. Communication is actually being able to understand each other.
When | communicate with my friends and other people, first of all, | try
to understand them. | try to understand while speaking or writing.
Sometimes I try to understand a person who produced a visual. ”’(E, F, 2)

Samples among the answers given by the students to the question; “What do you
think about the past and the present of communication technologies? Evaluate.” are
given below:

The answers given by the students to the question which served as the pretest:

“Today, communication technologies are more common. There are more
computers. There were fewer computers in the past.”(C, M, 1)
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“Communication technologies have developed a lot. Today,
communication technologies have developed a lot because technology
has developed a lot.” (E, F, 8)

The answers given by the students to the question which served as the posttest:

“Technology has developed a lot. Therefore, there are more ways of
communication. Today, there are various ways. Computers, mobile
phones make our communication easier.” (C, F, 5)

“As technology has developed a lot today, it is possible to communicate
in various ways in comparison with the past. A piece of music we listen to
on our computers, a picture or a photograph we see on our mobile
phones or text messages we send to each other. All of them have
occurred as a consequence of development in communication
technologies. Whatsapp, instagram, facebook are some them.”(E, M, 4)

Samples of answers given by the students to the question “Critically evaluate
the last news text you read, listened or watch.” are given below.

The answers given by the students to the question which served as the pretest:

“I watched the news last night. There were people who escaped from
Syria. I was really sorry. I wish there were no wars.” (C, M, 3)

“I saw a car accident in the latest news. There were two deaths. The
driver was driving very fast and did not fasten his seatbelt. He should
not have driven that fast and he should have fastened his seatbelt. ”(E, F,
4)

The answers given by the students to the question which served as the posttest:

“The latest news [ watched on television was a burglary. Burglars broke
into a market. Everybody must know stealing is bad. Now, the market
owner is in trouble. I think everybody should help him” (C, M, 2)

“What I saw in the news was news about war. There is a war in Syria.
The whole world is deeply saddened by this war but it is still going on.
Now it must be ended. Instead of hearing news on the war, there must be
news which is made to stop the war. We are almost watching live how the

war is happening. We must also use these technologies to end wars.” (E,
M, 3)

Samples of opinions which were given at the end of the experimental application
by the teachers who taught lessons cooperatively are presented below:
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“The topic communication, especially in my lesson, that is, in Turkish
lesson, is both very important and it is the most significant objective of
my lesson. Up until today, | always taught my lessons on my own. For
the first time, | taught lessons with my colleagues from other fields. Just
as life, communication is also multifaceted and it has another facet in
each field of life. | believe that this application was very helpful for the
students in the experimental group. (Teacher of Turkish)

“Today technology is indispensable in every field of life. Moreover, one
of the benefits of technology is to make communication easier. By
integrating lessons, we had more effective lessons and we already made
the technologies that the students would use more productive for them. |
think we have also contributed to their creativity as well.” (Teacher of
Technology and Design)

“The Social Studies lesson is a lesson which is very appropriate for the
integrated learning because it is a very comprehensive lesson. It includes
the past, the present and the future. It was a great and useful experience
to teach with my colleagues. | think we were more beneficial to the
students in terms of communication by working together.” (Teacher of
Social Studies)

“One of the best ways of communicating is music. | think we have made
our students understand this. Even only this will contribute to them. Of
course, seeing their teachers while communicating to each other was
also important.” (Teacher of Music)

“I am very lucky to participate in the integrated learning application
because teachers feel happiest when they know they are beneficial to
their students. We tried to make them understand communication in
every respect and | think we have achieved this. As a matter of fact, we
uncovered the truth of life by integrating different lessons.” “Teacher of
Fine Arts”

Conclusion and Recommendations

It was determined that integrated TSTA learning applied to the experimental
group was more effective than the single discipline-based learning applied to the
control group in communication learning domain. In the research by Jacobs (1989),
it was detected that interdisciplinary teaching made important contributions to the
learning of students. According to Duman and Aybek (2003), topics became more
meaningful by the help of integrated learning. It is possible to say that these results
indicate the effectiveness of integrated learning on academic achievement.

When the answers given by the students to the achievement test were compared,
it was observed that the students in the experimental group made more explanatory
answers in comparison with the students in the control group. Mcdonald and
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Czerniak (1994) remark that students learn how to establish deeper relationship
among different disciplines and to structure different information easily through
integrated learning. Yavuz (2015) states that different disciplines cannot benefit from
each other sufficiently at schools and he emphasizes that it is likely to contribute to
students in terms of getting a multiple, different and integrated perspective by the
simultaneous presence of teachers of different disciplines in the learning
environment according to the content which would be taught through integrated
learning. It is possible to express that integration of different skills in different fields
by integrated learning is effective on developing thinking skills of students

It was determined that the answers of the students in the experimental group
included samples from different fields related to communication and these students
could integrate these fields with each other. Kansizoglu(2014) states that using
different disciplines together contributes to the academic, personal and social
development of a student and it would make contributions to students’ critical, multi-
directional, creative and integrative thinking, skills of problem solving and acquiring
different perspective. Aybek (2001) supposes that integrated learning is very crucial
in terms of encouraging students to be interested in lessons and ensuring teaching.
Depending on these findings, it is likely to say that it is necessary to do integrated
learning activities in different fields.

Students in the control group gave answers mostly at the level of knowledge,
whereas students in the experimental group gave answers at the level of analysis and
evaluation. Leatham, Lawrence and Mewborn (2005) stated that higher order
thinking processes such as problem solving, evaluating, drawing conclusions and
making connections could be measured using well-prepared open ended questions.
Depending on this, it is possible to state that integrated learning is important to
students in terms of gaining higher order thinking skills.

At the end of the application, the teachers expressed that integrated learning
brought multi-directional situation of life into the classroom environment by
integrating different disciplines and learning of the students was more effective.
Yildirim (1996) stated that teachers could discover how to study together in terms of
effective and meaningful learning by recognizing aspects and needs of each other’s
field by the help of integrated learning. In their researches (Mason, 1996; Tchudi
and Stephen, 1993), it was stated that teachers need to be in cooperation for an
effective learning environment. From this point of view, it is likely to say that
integrated learning makes positive contributions to the cooperation among teachers.

Yildirim (1996) points out that students, especially at the level of secondary
school, are not ready to go into the rigid patterns of disciplines, this situation causes
problems such as finding learned knowledge meaningless, irrelevant to daily life,
abstractness of knowledge and skills and difficulty in putting into practice. Integrated
learning is more appropriate for the natural learning process and the way a student
perceive the world.
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Accordingly it is possible to say that integrated learning provides a way for
students that they can use in order to reach their goals and solve their problems by
integrating attainments of different fields for the solution of the problem emerging
because of limits of a single field and not being able to transfer the acquired
attainments to other fields.
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Abstract

The shortest description of digital literacy is the one made by Eshet-Alkalai
(2004) as; “survival skill in the digital era”. According to Ng (2012) the
indicator of an individual’s being digital literate is her/his adaptation to the new
or emerging technologies. Therefore, it is important for the 21st century
humanity to develop digital literacy skills. Today, countries are aware of the
fact that the quality of education has a big role in shaping their future so they
review their education policies accordingly. In this regard, they pace for the
sake of benefiting from technology in education. In Turkey, the main aim of the
FATIH Project (Movement of Enhancing Opportunities and Improving
Technology), carried out by Turkish Ministry of National Education since 2010,
is to increase technological opportunities in schools and effectively integrate
technology into educational environments. A plethora of research have
emphasized that the project increases the technological opportunities however
there are deficiencies in its usage in educational environments effectively. The
most important stakeholders that influence the success of the project are
teachers and the students. Determining the digital literacy skills of teachers, pre-
service teachers and students is important in terms of developing the required
teacher education programs. Therefore, one of the aims of this research was to
adapt the digital literacy scale developed by Ng (2012) into Turkish and the
other was to investigate pre-service science teachers’ digital literacy. 979 junior
and senior pre-service science teachers from 13 state universities participated in
the research. Factor loadings of the scale items varied between 0.46 and 0.74 in
according to the exploratory factor analysis result. In the scale; 10 items fall into
one factor and explain 40% of the total variability. Cronbach Alpha reliability
score is 0.86. The adapted version of the digital literacy scale is determined as
valid and reliable. According to the findings related to the second aim of the
study, the digital literacy skills of pre-service science teachers seem generally
qualified.
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Fen Bilgisi Ogretmen Adaylarinin Dijital Okuryazarhk Durumlari

Dijital Okuryazarlik Ol¢eginin Tiirkceye Uyarlanmasi ve

Oz

Dijital okuryazarlik i¢in yapilmig en kisa tanim “dijital ¢agda hayatta
kalma becerisi” seklindedir (Eshet-Alkalai, 2004). Ng (2012)’ye gore bir
bireyin dijital okuryazar olmasinin gostergesi; yeni veya gelismekte olan
teknolojilere adaptasyonudur. Bu nedenlerle dijital cagda 6grenen ve Ggreten
bireylerde bu becerileri gelistirmek 21. yiizyilda olduk¢a dnemlidir. Giiniimiizde
iilkeler gelecegin sekillenmesinde kaliteli egitimin biiylik rol oynayacaginin
farkindadirlar ve buna gore egitim politikalarin1 gézden gecirmektedirler. Bu
nedenle egitimde teknolojiden daha fazla yararlanma adina adimlar
atilmaktadir. Tirkiye’de Milli Egitim Bakanligi tarafindan 2010 yilindan
itibaren yiiriitilen FATIH (Firsatlari Artirma ve Teknolojiyi lyilestirme
Hareketi) projesinin temel amaci okullarda teknolojik firsatlar1 artirmak ve
etkili olarak teknolojiyi egitim ortamlarina entegre etmeyi saglamaktir. Projenin
teknolojik firsatlar1 artirdigi gerceginin yami sira egitim ortamlarinda etkili
kullanimina iliskin eksikliklerine vurgu yapan aragtirmalar da yer almaktadir.
Projenin basarisim1 etkileyen en oOnemli paydaslar sliphesiz ki Ogretmen,
ogretmen adaylar1 ve ogrencilerdir. Ogretmen, Ogretmen adaylar1 ve
Ogrencilerin dijital okuryazarlik durumlarinin belirlenmesi, gerekli 6gretmen
egitim programlarinin  sekillendirilmesi ve Ogretmenlerin  6grencilerine
teknolojik liderlik yapabilmeleri agisindan 6nemlidir. Bu nedenle bu ¢alismanin
iki amacindan ilki Ng (2012) tarafindan gelistirilmis olan dijital okuryazarlik
Olceginin Tirkceye uyarlanmasi ve diger amag¢ ise fen bilgisi Ogretmen
adaylarinin  dijital okuryazarlik yeterliklerinin arastirilmasit  olmustur.
Aragtirmaya 13 devlet {iniversitesinden 3. ve 4. sinifta okuyan 979 fen bilgisi
Ogretmen adayr katilmigtir. Ag¢imlayici faktdr analizi sonucunda Olgek
maddelerinin faktor yiikleri 0.46 ile 0.74 arasinda degiskenlik géstermistir.
Olgekte; tek faktorde 10 madde yer almakta ve toplam degiskenligin %40’ mi
aciklamaktadir. Olgegin giivenirligine iliskin Cronbach Alpha degeri 0.86
olarak bulunmustur. Yapilan dijital okuryazarlik 6l¢egi uyarlama galigmasinin
gecerli ve giivenilir oldugu belirlenmistir. Bununla birlikte arastirmanin
bulgular1 fen bilgisi 6gretmen adaylarinin dijital okuryazarlik becerilerinin
genel olarak iyi oldugunu gdstermektedir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Olgek uyarlama, dijital okuryazarlik, o6gretmen
adaylar1
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Introduction

Digital literacy, which has become a prevalent issue in the education literature in
the last decade (Knobel, 2011; Li & Ranieri, 2010; Ng, 2012; Thompson, 2013) have
been listed among 21% century skills (Voogt, Erstad, Dede & Mishra, 2013; Vavik &
Salomon, 2015). Consequently, it seems to be important for a country to have
digitally literate teachers and students as well. Gilster (1997) was the first researcher
who revealed the concept of digital literacy. There is a complication in usage of the
“digital literacy” concept in the literature. Digital literacy was limited with technical
aspects or cognitive and socio-emotional aspects in the literature (Eshet-Alkalai,
2004). According to Aviram and Eshet-Alkalai (2006) “Digital literacy is usually
conceived of as a combination of technical-procedural, cognitive and emotional-
social skills.” The shortest definition of digital literacy was presented by Eshet-
Alkalai (2004) as survival skill in the digital era. Eshet-Alkalai (2005) also presented
a framework for digital literacy including photo-visual, reproduction, information,
branching, and socio-emotional literacies.

Ng (2012) revealed a digital literacy framework considering all the existing
definitions. According to this framework, digital literacy has three dimensions;
technical (possessing the technical and operational skills to use ICT for learning and
in everyday activities), cognitive (ability to think critically in the search, evaluate and
create cycle of handling digital information) and socio-emotional (being able to use
the internet responsibly for communicating, socializing and learning). According to
Ng (2012), in order to determine whether an individual is a digitally literate, adaption
of the individual to new or emerging technologies can be assumed as an indicator.
That is to say, we expect in-service and pre-service teachers as well as students to
adapt easily to new technologies. In addition, government policy makers should
provide opportunities for these stakeholders both for improving citizens’ digital
literacy skills and integration of technology into education. In Turkey, Ministry of
Education has been conducting FATIH (Movement of Enhancing Opportunities and
Improving Technology) project since 2010 in order to increase technological
opportunities for state schools and to integrate technology into educational settings
effectively. Besides the increasing number of technological tools in schools, in-
service training programs have been being utilized for this purpose. This project has
a huge budget. However, there are many research findings, which criticize the
effectiveness of the project (Ekici & Yilmaz, 2013; Banoglu, Madenoglu, Uysal &
Dede, 2014; Keles & Turan, 2015) in terms of efficacy especially when we consider
second order barriers of technology integration. These barriers include knowledge,
attitudes, and skills of teachers (Ertmer, 1999). In addition, PISA 2015 results
showed that Turkish students were ranked as 52" among 70 countries in terms of
science literacy (OECD, 2016). Considering the above mentioned points, it can be
said that policy makers should take some precautions in order to cope with this
problem. One of the points to be focused on seems to be digital literacy skills of
teachers and students. Because, technology can be utilized effectively for better
education with digitally literate teachers and students who can easily adapt to and use
technology in teaching-learning processes. Knobel (2011) pointed out the need for an
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innovation in teacher education programs so that teachers of the future will have
digital literacy skills and will help their students as technology leaders. 21% century
teachers should be digitally literate in order to be beneficial for their students
(Withrow, 2004). In this context, assessing digital literacy arise as one of the issues
to be performed.

A digital literacy scale, having 47 items, validated with a sample of teenagers by
Rodriguez-de-Dios, Igartua & Gonzalez-Vazquez (2016). It was designed as a 5-
point Likert type self-report questionnaire. Hargittai (2005) studied on web-oriented
digital literacy. Hargittai (2005) utilized both observations and survey questions
together to investigate participants’ digital literacy. This study suggested observing
performance instead of assessing self-perceived digital literacy skills. Items used in
this study were related to the familiarity of some technology related features such as
MP3, PDF, advance search etc. Participants were asked how familiar they were with
each of these features in each item. Gui and Argentin (2011) summarized main
challenges of a large-scale survey tending to assess digital literacy skills. They
conducted a test including three dimensions of digital literacy on 980 high school
students. Items of the test consisted of knowledge questions, situation-based
questions and online tasks for students to be completed. They used a Rasch-type
model for scoring. The digital literacy scale developed by Kiyic1 (2008) can be
given as an example for a digital literacy scale towards Turkish students. The scale
has 100 items and is used by many other researchers. There are 6 sub-dimensions of
this scale.

Considering the above-mentioned examples, it can be said that assessing digital
literacy is not an easy task and that there is not a definite way for this purpose
mentioned in the literature. For this reason, this study considered the feasibility of
implementation regarding this assessment. Fraenkel and Wallen (1996) point out
feasibility of implementation as one of the key features including validity, reliability
and some other factors to be considered for an ideal assessment instrument. Number
of items and practicality of implementation are directly related to feasibility. Many of
the current digital literacy assessment tools need a long time and effort to be
implemented. For this reason, there is a need for a valid, reliable and feasible digital
literacy assessment scale for Turkish teachers or pre-service teachers. In this study,
participants were intently selected from pre-service science teachers from 13 state
universities in Turkey because of the above-mentioned PISA results and the
importance of science teaching on students’ science literacy. In this context, this
study aimed to adapt the digital literacy skills scale (originally developed by Ng
[2012]) into Turkish and investigate the qualifications of Turkish pre-service science
teachers in terms of their digital literacy skills. The reasons for selecting this scale
can be summarized as follows; it is difficult to find a digital literacy scale in Turkish,
the scale is easy to be implemented (feasible), number of items are not crowded and
the scale is well accepted in the related literature.
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In conclusion, the purposes of this study is twofold:

1) to adapt the digital literacy skills scale developed by Ng (2012) and

2) to investigate the qualifications of Turkish pre-service science teachers in
terms of their digital literacy skills.

Method
The Procedure

Adaptation of digital literacy skills scale (originally developed by Ng [2012])
was realized within four steps. Firstly, two of the researchers translated the original
ten items into Turkish independently. Then, translated versions were compared in
terms of covering the original meanings. Secondly, a third researcher conducted a
back translation on that translated version. Also, a Turkish language specialist
examined the meaning of items in this step. Three researchers as well as the Turkish
language specialist decided to implement this finalized version. At the third step, the
scale was presented to Ahi Evran University Ethical Committee for approval of
implementation. Following the approval, a demographic part was added to the scale
to collect data about participants’ age, gender and years (see Appendix). Then, all the
items were presented to the research sample by a 5-point Likert mode (from
1=strongly disagree to 5=strongly agree). At the last step, data was entered into the
SPSS and an exploratory factor analysis (EFA) was conducted for validation of the
scale results.

The Participants

979 pre-service science teachers from 13 state universities participated. They
were particularly selected among junior (530 participants) and senior (431) pre-
service science teachers, because the technology enhancement courses were already
taken at those levels. 18 participants did not mark their grade level. Convenience
sampling was applied to reach the maximum number of sampling. Of the all
participants, 764 were female. Their ages were observed between 18 and 37 with a
mean of 21.7.

Data Analysis

An exploratory factor analysis (n=979) was performed on the data to collect
construct-related evidence for validity of the scores (Fraenkel & Wallen, 1996).
Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) measure of sampling and the Bartlett’s test of sphericity
were firstly examined to determine the appropriateness of sample for EFA (Costello
& Osborne, 2005). Then, a maximum likelihood analysis together with a varimax
rotation was executed. Taking the decisions regarding the retention of items several
methods (eigenvalue > 1, communality value > 0.5, scree plots and maximizing the
explained variance) were utilized. Finally, following the EFA, Cronbach’s alpha
scores were examined for reliability purposes.



24 TURKISH ADAPTATION OF DIGITAL LITERACY SCALE AND INVESTIGATING
PRE-SERVICE SCIENCE TEACHERS’ DIGITAL LITERACY

Findings

As mentioned previously, we firstly examined KMO and Bartlett’s test of
sphericity values for appropriateness of sampling. KMO measure of sampling index
was calculated as 0.90 by SPSS. Also, Bartlett’s test of sphericity was significant at p
< 0.0001 level together with a chi-square value of 3383 (n=979). The maximum
likelihood analysis together with varimax rotation produced the factor loadings
presented in Table 1.

Table 1

Factor Loadings Calculated with Maximum Likelihood Analysis

Item Item Factor
Number Loading
1 I know how to solve my own technical problems. 0.71
2 I can learn new technologies easily. 0.74
3 I keep up with important new technologies. 0.71
4 I know about a lot of different technologies. 0.70
5 I have the technical skills | need to use ICT for learning and to create 0.68

artefacts (e.g. presentations, digital stories, wikis, blogs) that demonstrate
my understanding of what | have learnt.

6 I have good ICT skills. 0.49

7 I am confident with my search and evaluate skills in regards to obtaining 0.63
information from the Web.

8 I am familiar with issues related to web-based activities e.g. cyber safety, 0.52
search issues, plagiarism.

9 ICT enables me to collaborate better with my peers on project work and 0.60
other learning activities.

10 | frequently obtain help with my university work from my friends over the 0.46

Internet e.g. through Skype, Facebook, Blogs.

The analysis produced a one-factor solution called as digital literacy skills. As
can be seen in Table 1 all the factor loadings were observed at values between 0.46
and 0.74. Since all the items had factor loadings higher than 0.40, all the items were
retained (Stevens, 1996). This one factor solution explained 40 % of the variance.
Finally, Cronbach’s alpha was found as 0.86 corresponding to high reliability.

Descriptive Statistics

Following validation of the scale results, we examined the descriptive scores
including each item’s mean (M), standard deviation (SD), minimum and maximum
score. Descriptive statistics were investigated for responding to second purpose of
the study. Item statistics were presented within Table 2.
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Table 2.

Descriptive Statistics

Item M SD Minimum Maximum
Number

1 3.70 0.89 1 5
2 3.98 0.86 1 5
3 3.74 0.93 1 5
4 3.44 0.98 1 5
5 3.72 1.00 1 5
6 3.17 1.05 1 5
7 3.83 0.93 1 5
8 3.30 1.08 1 5
9 3.87 0.88 1 5
10 3.79 1.08 1 5

As can be seen in Table 2, all the items’ mean scores were observed above mid-
point which was 3 (because the minimum score was 1 whereas the maximum was 5
for each item). Considering this result, it can be mentioned that Turkish pre-service
science teachers’ digital literacy skills seemed qualified. Maximum mean scores
were observed for items 2 and 9 whereas minimum mean scores were observed for
items 6 and 8. Accordingly, participants’ digital literacy skills related to learning new
technologies and collaborating with others via ICT is more qualified than their skills
related to ICT and issues of web-based activities. When it comes to standard
deviations, minimum scores were observed for items 1, 2 and 9 whereas the highest
scores for standard deviations were observed for items 8 and 10. This means that
participants’ scores on items 1, 2 and 9 are closer than their scores on items 8 and 10.
In other words, participants’ digital literacy scores related to solving technical
problems, learning new technologies and collaborating by ICT is closer than their
scores related to issues of web-based activities and utilization of internet connection
for their own university work.

Conclusion and Discussion

In conclusion, the adapted version of the digital literacy scale can be used as a
valid and reliable scale for Turkish pre-service science teachers. This is mainly
important because this scale seems to fill in the gab regarding the need for a valid,
reliable and feasible instrument to be used for assessing digital literacy, to some
extent. The existing digital literacy assessment tools generally requires a long time
and effort to be implemented. Fraenkel and Wallen (1996) point out feasibility of
implementation as one of the key features including validity, reliability and some
other factors to be considered for an ideal assessment instrument. In this regard,
feasibility of this validated scale seems to come into prominence. Analysis in this
study were conducted on data gathered from Turkish pre-service science teachers.
For this reason, future research can adapt the scale for (pre-service) teachers from
other disciplines. By this way it will be possible for researchers, studying on (pre-
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service) teachers’ digital literacies, to find and conduct Turkish version of the scale
easily.

This study also investigated the qualifications of Turkish pre-service science
teachers in terms of their digital literacy skills. According to the results, pre-service
science teachers’ digital literacy skills were found to be generally qualified. In
Turkey there are many research focusing on attitudes, self-efficacies, competencies
of (pre-service) science teachers in ICT context (Celik & Karamustafaoglu, 2016;
Cetin & Giingor, 2014; Sad & Nalgaci, 2015; Kara, Aydin, Bahar & Yilmaz, 2014).
However, it is difficult to find research focusing on digital literacy of Turkish (pre-
service) science teachers. For this reason, discussion related to comparison of the
findings of this study with previous ones in this manner could not be provided.
Digital literacy assessment methods and tools seem to remain on the agenda of
researchers in the upcoming years.

References

Aviram, A. & Eshet-Alkalai, Y. (2006). Towards a theory of digital literacy: Three scenarios
for the next steps. Retrieved March 11, 2017 from
http://www.eurodl.org/materials/contrib/2006/Aharon_Aviram.htm

Banoglu, K., Madenoglu, C., Uysal, S. & Dede, A. (2014). FATIH projesine yonelik
O0gretmen goriislerinin incelenmesi (Eskisehir ili 6rnegi). Egitim Bilimleri Arastirmalart
Dergisi, 4(1), 39-58.

Costello, B. A., & Oshorne, J. W. (2005). Best practices in exploratory factor analysis: four
recommendations for getting the most from your analysis. Practical Assessment
Research & Education, 10(7), 1-9.

Celik, H., & Karamustafaoglu, O. (2016). Fen Bilgisi Ogretmen Adaylarinin Fizik
Kavramlar1 Ogretiminde Bilisim Teknolojilerinin Kullanimina Yénelik Oz-Yeterlik ve

Gortsleri. Necatibey Egitim Fakiiltesi Elektronik Fen ve Matematik Egitimi Dergisi,
10(2).

Cetin, O., & Giingdr, B. (2014). Tlkdgretim dgretmenlerinin bilgisayar 6z-yeterlik inanglar
ve bilgisayar destekli dgretime yonelik tutumlar. Ondokuz Mayis Universitesi Egitim
Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 33(1), 55-78.

Ekici, S., & Yimaz, B. (2013). FATIH projesi iizerine bir degerlendirme. Tiirk
Kiitiiphaneciligi, 27(2), 317-339.

Ertmer, P. A. (1999). Addressing first- and second-order barriers to change: Strategies for
technology integration. Educational Technology Research and Development, 47(4), 47-
61.

Eshet-Alkalai, Y. (2004). Digital literacy: A conceptual framework for survival skills in the
digital era. Journal of Educational Multimedia and Hypermedia, 13(1), 93-106.

Eshet-Alkalai, Y. (2005). Thinking skills in the digital era. In: Haward, C., Bottcher, J. V.,
Justice, L., Schenk, K., Rogers, P. L., Berg, G, A. (eds.) (2005). Encyclopedia of
distance learning, Vol. I. London, Idea Group Inc., (pp. 1840-1845).



JOURNAL OF EDUCATION AND FUTURE 27

Fraenkel, J. R., & Wallen, N. E. (1996). How to design and evaluate research in education.
McGraw-Hill, Inc.

Gilster, P. (1997). Digital literacy. New York: John Wiley.

Gui, M., & Argentin, G. (2011). Digital skills of internet natives: Different forms of digital
literacy in a random sample of northern Italian high school students. New media &
society, 13(6), 963-980.

Hargittai, E. (2005). Survey measures of web-oriented digital literacy. Social Science
Computer Review, 23(3), 371-379.

Kara, F. N., Aydin, F., Bahar, M., & Y1'1maz, S. (2014). Fen bilgisi 6gretmen adaylarinin
teknolojiye iliskin goriisleri. Abant Izzet Baysal Universitesi Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi,
14(1).

Keles, E. & Turan, E. (2015). Ogretmenlerin firsatlar1 arttirma ve teknolojiyi iyilestirme
hareketi (FATIH) hakkindaki goriisleri. Turkish Journal of Education, 4(2), 17-28.

Kiyici, M. (2008). Ogretmen adaylarmin sayisal okuryazarlik diizeylerinin belirlenmesi.
(Unpublished Phd dissertation), Anadolu University, Eskisehir, Turkey.

Knobel, M. (2011). Schools of education must fuel a digital revolution in teaching.
Retrieved March 10, 2017, from Edutopia from: http://www.edutopia.org/digital-
generation schools-education-technology

Li, Y., & Ranieri, M. (2010). Are ‘digital natives’ really digitally competent? A study on
Chinese teenagers. British Journal of Educational Technology, 41(6), 1029-1042.

Ng, W. (2012). Can we teach digital natives digital literacy?. Computers & Education, 59(3),
1065-1078.

OECD. (2016). PISA 2015: PISA results in focus. Retrieved from
https://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisa-2015-results-in-focus.pdf

Rodriguez-de-Dios, 1., Igartua, J. J., & Gonzalez-Vazquez, A. (2016). Development and
validation of a digital literacy scale for teenagers. In Proceedings of the Fourth
International Conference on Technological Ecosystems for Enhancing Multiculturality
(pp. 1067-1072). ACM.

Stevens, J. (1996). Applied multivariate statistics for the social science (3 ed.). Mahwah,
NJ: Erlbaum.

Sad, S. N. & Nalgaci, O. 1. (2015). Ogretmen adaylarmin egitimde bilgi ve iletisim
teknolojilerini  kullanmaya iliskin yeterlilik algilari. Mersin Universitesi Egitim
Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 11(1).

Thompson, P. (2013). The digital natives as learners: Technology use patterns and
approaches to learning. Computers & Education, 65,12-33.

Vavik, L., & Salomon, G. (2015). Twenty first century skills vs. disciplinary studies.
Handbook of Research on Technology Tools for Real-World Skill Development, 1, 1-12.

Voogt, J., Erstad, O., Dede, C., & Mishra, P. (2013). Challenges to learning and schooling in
the digital networked world of the 21st century. Journal of Computer Assisted Learning,
29(5), 403-413.

Withrow, F. (2004). Literacy in the digital age: Reading, writing, viewing, and computing.
Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Education.



28 TURKISH ADAPTATION OF DIGITAL LITERACY SCALE AND INVESTIGATING
PRE-SERVICE SCIENCE TEACHERS’ DIGITAL LITERACY

Appendix1. The Turkish adapted version of the digital literacy scale

Boliimde kaciner yithmiz?: 3. (14, (] 4'ten fazla Cinsiyetiniz: ~ Erkek [ Kiz
Yasmiz: .....................

DIJITAL OKURYAZARLIK OLCEGI

Kesinlikle katilmiyorum
Kesinlikle katiliyorum

Katilmiyorum
Kararsizim
Katiliyorum

1. Kullandigim teknolojilerle ilgili karsilagtigim teknik
problemleri nasil ¢ézecegimi bilirim.

Yeni teknolojileri kolayca 6grenebilirim.

Onemli yeni teknolojileri takip ederim.

Birgok farkl1 teknoloji hakkinda bilgi sahibiyim.

g B LN

Bilgi ve iletisim teknolojilerini 6grenme amach
kullanma konusunda ve 6grendiklerimi
sergileyebilecegim dijital 6gretim materyallerini
(Ornegin: Sunumlar, dijital hikayeler, wikiler, bloglar)
gelistirmek icin gereken teknik becerilere sahibim.

6. Bilgi ve iletisim teknolojileri konusunda sahip
oldugum beceriler yeterlidir.

7. Internetten bilgi edinmek igin yaptigim arama ve
degerlendirmelerde kendime giivenirim.

8. Siber giivenlik, webde arama ve internette sahtecilik
vb. internet etkinlikleri ile ilgili konulara aginayim.

9. Bilgi ve iletisim teknolojileri, bir projede ¢aligma ve
diger 6grenme etkinlikleri konusunda akranlarimla
daha iyi igbirligi yapmami saglar.

10. Universitedeki calismalarimda, arkadaslarimla internet
tizerinden (6r. Skype, Facebook, Bloglar araciligiyla)
siklikla yardimlasirim.
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Appendix 2. The original version of the digital literacy scale (Ng, 2012)

DIGITAL LITERACY SCALE

Strongly disagree
Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly agree

I know how to solve my own technical problems.

I can learn new technologies easily.

| keep up with important new technologies.

I know about a lot of different Technologies.

g B w e

I have the technical skills I need to use ICT for
learning and to create artefacts (e.g. presentations,
digital stories, wikis, blogs) that demonstrate my
understanding of what I have learnt.

6. | have good ICT skills.

7. 1 am confident with my search and evaluate skills
in regards to obtaining information from the Web.

8. | am familiar with issues related to web-based
activities e.g. cyber safety, search issues,
plaigarism.

9. ICT enables me to collaborate better with my
peers on project work and other learning activities.

10. I frequently obtain help with my university work
from my friends over the Internet e.g. through
Skype, Facebook, Blogs.
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Abstract

Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) integration has
become increasingly important in educational systems of developing countries.
However, there is a misconception about children’s direct access to
technological devices has a positive effect on their productivity and the quality
of their learning. Several ICT integration projects have being implemented since
1984 by Ministry of Education in Turkey. In this context, there is a need to
determine the necessity of ICT integration in education, mistakes and solutions
while planning and implementing the ICT integration. This study presented the
international assessment results of Singapore and Turkey in case of education
and compared the histories of ICT integration in education process of these two
countries. Comparative historical analysis method was used to compare the ICT
integration history of two countries. Singapore holds the 1* rank in Network
Readiness Index while Turkey holds the 48" rank in Global IT Report 2015.
Various indexes were also examined such as quality of education, science and
maths education and internet access in schools. Hence, some similarities and
differences arose at the end of the comparison. Singapore and Turkey started to
implement ICT integration studies in similar time periods. Findings indicated
that ICT integration is essential, but it can be effective and beneficial when it
will be implemented appropriate for the needs of the age as a supportive
material for instruction and learning process. Moreover, it is important to focus
on using it in all subject areas of the learning and instruction process instead of
focusing on the ability of using the technological devices while planning the
ICT integration process. Several recommendations according to the findings and
comparisons were discussed in conclusion.

Keywords: ICT in education, information and communicating
technologies, ICT integration, Turkey, Singapore
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BT Entegrasyonu Egitim icin Sihirli Bir Degnek mi?
Singapur ve Tiirkiye Karsilastirmah Tarihsel Analizi

Oz

Gelismekte olan iilkelerin egitim sistemlerinde Bilisim Teknolojileri (BT)
entegrasyonu gittikce dnemli bir hale gelmektedir. Bununla birlikte, cocuklarin
teknolojik cihazlara dogrudan erisimlerinin onlarin iiretim becerileri ve
ogrenmeleri iizerinde olumlu bir etkisi olduguna yonelik bir kavram yanilgisi
bulunmaktadir. Tirkiye’de 1984’ten buyana cesitli BT entegrasyonu projeleri
yiiriitilmektedir. Bu baglamda egitimde BT entegrasyonunun gerekliligi ve BT
entegrasyonu planlamasi ve uygulamasinda dikkat edilmesi gereken durumlar,
hatalar ve ¢oziimleri iizerine ¢aligma yapilmasi gerekmektedir. Bu ¢alismanin
amaci, Singapur ve Tirkiye'nin egitim alaninda uluslararasi degerlendirme
sonuclarmi sunmak ve iki ilkenin egitimde BT entegrasyonu gec¢misini
karsilagtirarak incelemektir. ki iilkenin BT entegrasyonu ge¢mislerini
karsilagtirabilmek icin karsilagtirmali tarihsel analiz yontemi kullanilmigtir.
Singapur, Kiiresel BT Raporu 2015’e gore BT endeksinde ilk sirada yer alirken
Tirkiye 48. sirada yer almaktadir. Egitim kalitesi, fen ve matematik egitimi,
okullarda internet erigimi gibi diger indeksler de incelenmistir. Singapur ve
Tiirkiye, teknolojik gelismelere paralel olarak BT entegrasyonu caligmalarina
benzer tarihlerde baglamiglardir. Karsilastirmalar sonucunda iilkeler arasinda
cesitli benzerlikler ve farkliliklar goriilmiistiir. Bulgular, BT entegrasyonun
gerekli oldugunu fakat 6grenme ve Ogretme siirecini destekleyecek sekilde
cagin gereksinimlerine uygun olarak uygulanmasi halinde etkili ve yararl
olabilecegini gostermistir. Ayrica, BT entegrasyon siireci planlanirken sadece
teknolojik cihazlarm kullanim becerisine odaklanilmasi yerine BT’in 6grenme
ve 0gretme siirecinde tiim konu alanlarinda kullanimi {izerine odaklanilmasinin
onemli oldugu gorilmiistiir. Sonu¢ kisminda karsilastirmalar ve bulgular
1s181inda ¢esitli oneriler sunulmustur.

Anahtar Sozciikler: bilgi ve iletisim teknolojileri, BT entegrasyonu,
egitimde BT, Tiirkiye, Singapur
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Introduction

Although there is a perception in developing countries that children’s direct
access to new technologies increases their learning and ICT integration in education
is improving in these countries rapidly, it is specified in the Global Information
Technology Report published in 2015 that this is not a true belief. There are
explanations about why ICT integration in education fails and it also mentions about
the importance of focusing on educators instead of children’s access to technology
(Behar & Mishra, 2015). About 9 years ago, SITES Modules, which were the
international comparative studies to help countries (including Singapore) to estimate
their current positions in terms of ICT use in education, emphasized the same factors
in its report. Increasing the level of computer access did not bring about more
learning experiences for students and the impact of ICT use on students appeared to
be highly dependent on the pedagogical orientation that teachers adopt in regard to
that use (Law, 2008).

United Kingdom aims to cover the 90% of population with superfast internet
connection and lowered the computing course age to 5. However, diffusion of ICT,
internet connection and student access to internet have no significant effect on
education and student productivity (Faber, Sanchis-Guarner & Weinhardt, 2015).
Likewise, students’ access to ICT has no direct effect on quality of education and
course completion rate is 7% in the year of 2013 (Parr, 2013). Giving every child a
laptop both enforces the country budget unnecessarily and it has no significant
contribution to education (James, 2011; James, 2014; Cristia, 2013). In Singapore,
subject area was highly recommended to be considered as an important factor rather
than ICT infrastructure while integrating ICT to schools (Tay, Lim & Lim, 2015). In
Turkey, big scale projects before FATIH, a project that aims to improve ICT use in
schools since 2011, have no significant effect on the quality of education (Ozdemir
& Kilig, 2007; Ozdemir, 2010). Consequently, all these facts indicate that this
situation creates some questions in mind about ICT integration in education: “What
is wrong with ICT in education?”, “Is ICT integration a necessity for education?”
and “How should it be planned and implemented?”’

Considering these questions, ICT integration in education has a number of sub-
dimensions and it can vary according to region, educational system and grade level.
Thus, it is necessary to conduct comprehensive studies to examine and evaluate the
ICT integration in education. This can be done through a comparative methodology
by examining countries’ ICT integration process in education. Therefore, in this
study, to gain detailed information about ICT integration process in education, the
positive and negative aspects of ICT integration within the scope of formal education
have been investigated by comparing Turkey with a country that is successful in
international indexes about the quality of education and ICT integration.

ICT Integration in Singapore and Turkey

Several ICT integration projects have been implemented since 1984 by Ministry
of Education in Turkey (Goktas, Gedik & Baydas, 2013). At the same time, Turkey
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has been participating in TIMSS assessments since 1999 and PISA assessments since
2003 as a developing country. Also Turkey’s network readiness index was located in
the Global Information Report, a detailed research about information technology
across the world published by World Economic Forum. Students in Turkey are below
the overall average in basic subjects such as science and mathematics, in 21st century
competencies such as creative problem solving and in information technology
literacy and also quality of education is below the world average according to the
World Economic Forum’s report, assessment results such as PISA and TIMSS and
ICT integration in Turkey.

Examining the PISA, TIMSS assessment results and global reports, Singapore
ranks 1st place in most topics and it ranks in Top 5 all the time in all topics.
Moreover, Singapore started to ICT integration implementations at the same time
with Turkey and these countries have some similarities in terms of ICT integration
process. Because of this reason, it is intended to conduct a study between Turkey and
Singapore in terms of ICT in education and to find responses to the questions at the
end of the first paragraph. Therefore, the aim of this study is to present the ICT
integration of Turkey and Singapore from past to present by analyzing and
comparing their history of ICT integration in education and to determine the
similarities and differences between them.

According to this aim, subtitles for this study are given below:

e International evaluation results of Singapore and Turkey (PISA, TIMSS,
WEF)

e The brief history of ICT integration in education in Turkey within the scope
of formal education

e The brief history of ICT integration in education in Singapore within the
scope of formal education

e Similarities and differences between Singapore and Turkey in terms of ICT in
education.

Method

The current study employs comparative historical analysis method because it
examines Singapore and Turkey’s history of ICT integration process in education.
Comeparative historical research is a method that emphasizes the process over time
and uses systematic and conceptualized comparison (Mahoney & Rueschemeyer,
2003). This method includes examining the societies’ or other social units’ situations
over time according to some facts and comparing them with each other. It is a
comparative analysis because it provides discovering the common patterns occurring
in different time and places and it is a qualitative method to discover the patterns in
historical processes of different cultures (Babbie, 2013; 2015).

The data resources of the comparative historical analysis are historical records
(Babbie, 2013). Therefore, PISA and TIMSS results reports, World Economic Forum
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Global Information Technology 2015 Report and Global Competitiveness 2015
Report were examined in order to present the international evaluations about two
countries for the first subtitle. Official records and reports about national education
of these two countries were examined for the second and third subtitle about the ICT
integration history in education. In this context, documents, reports and meeting
records of Ministries of National Education of Singapore and Turkey between 1984
and 2015 were accessed. PISA and TIMSS results from the time that Singapore and
Turkey participated in assessments were accessed from their own official websites.
Global Information Technology Report and Global Competitiveness Report were
gained from World Economic Forum’s official website. Thus, this study is a detailed
analysis and comparison between the histories of ICT integration in education of
these countries considering their situation according to the developing countries and
entire world.

Findings
International Evaluation Results of Singapore and Turkey

There are four reports included in this study; PISA results, TIMSS results,
Global Competitiveness Report and Global Information Technology Report. The
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is a triennial international
survey, conducted by OECD (The Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development, 2015), which aims to evaluate education systems worldwide by testing
the skills and knowledge of 15-year-old students. PISA is described as a unique
evaluation because it develops tests which are not directly linked to the school
curriculum. The tests are designed to discover what extent students can apply their
knowledge to real-life situations and be equipped for full participation in society at
the end of the compulsory education (OECD, 2015). Turkey attended PISA in 2003
and Singapore attended PISA in 20009.

Table 1. PISA 2009 and 2012 Rankings of Singapore and Turkey (in 65 countries*)

Reading Math Science Creative .
Problem solving
Singapore 3 2 3 1
PISA 2012 Turkey 42 44 43 34
Singapore 5 2 4 -
PISA 2009 Turkey 39 41 42

*Creative problem solving assessment includes 44 countries

In PISA 2009, Singapore ranked 5" in reading, 2" in mathematics and 4" in
science, Turkey ranked 39" in reading, 41% in mathematics and 42" in science. In
PISA 2012, Singapore ranked 3™ in reading, 2" in mathematics and 3™ in science,
Turkey ranked 42" in reading, 44" in mathematics and 43 in science (Table 1).
Singapore got higher scores in reading and science domains and kept its rank in
mathematics domain. However, Turkey got lower scores in all three domains from
the previous PISA to the last one. In PISA 2012 report, Singapore ranked 1% in
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creative problem solving domain, while Turkey ranked 34". According to all these
rankings, Turkey exhibited lower performance than Singapore.

The Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) is an
international assessment and research project similar as PISA. TIMSS measures
trends in mathematics and science achievement at the fourth and eighth-grade levels
and also collects information about school and teacher activities (TIMSS, 2015).

Table 2. TIMSS Rankings of Singapore and Turkey*

Mathematics Science
4™ grade 8™ grade 4™ grade 8" grade

Singapore 1 2 2 1

TIMSS 2011 Turkey 35 24 36 21
Singapore 2 3 1 1

TIMSS 2007 Turkey - 30 - 31
TIMSS 2003 Singapore 1 1 1 1
Turkey - - - -

Singapore - 1 - 2

TIMSS 1999 Turkey . i - 33

*Attending countries: 2011; 4™ grade 52, 8™ grade 45 countries. 2007; 4™ grade 36, 8" grade 48 countries. 2003;
4t grade 25, 8™ grade 45 countries. 1999; 8™ grade 38 countries.

In TIMSS 1999, Singapore ranked 1% in mathematics and 2" in science in 8"
grade level and Turkey ranked 33™ only in science 8" grade level. In TIMSS 2003,
Singapore ranked 1% in both of 4" and 8™ grade levels, Turkey did not participated in
that assessment. In TIMSS 2007, Singapore ranked 2" in mathematics and 3™ in
science in 4™ grade level and also ranked 1% in both domains in 8" grade level,
Turkey participated in 8" grade level assessment only and ranked 30" in
mathematics and 31% in science domain. In TIMSS 2011, Singapore ranked 1% in
mathematics in 4" grade level, 2" in mathematics in 8" grade level, 2" in science in
4™ grade level and 1% in science in 8" grade level, but Turkey ranked 35" in
mathematics in 4™ grade level, 24" in mathematics in 8™ grade level, 36" in science
in 4" grade level and 21% in science in 8" grade level (Table 2). The TIMSS results
have pointed out that Turkey exhibited a lower performance than Singapore as in the
PISA results.

The Global Competitiveness Report 2015-2016 assesses the competitiveness
landscape of 140 economies by World Economic Forum. This report is not directly
related with the quality of education but it has sub dimensions about the quality of
higher education and training. It also provides insight into the drivers of the
countries’ productivity and prosperity. The Global Competitiveness Report remains
the most comprehensive assessment of national competitiveness worldwide.
According to this competitiveness index, Singapore ranks 2" for the fifth year in a
row. Turkey ranks 51% in 2015-2016 and in 2014-2015 it was 45. This shows that
Singapore has a steady situation, however Turkey loses its competitiveness in time.
(Global Competitiveness Report, 2015).
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World Economic Forum has a special project within the framework of the
Global Competitiveness and Risk Team and the Industry Partnership Programme for
Information and Communication Technologies called as “The Global Information
Technology Report 2015”. This report collects data from countries according to
different indicators and determines an index about a country’s network readiness.
According to the Global IT Report 2015, Turkey holds the 48" rank while Singapore
holds the 1% rank in 143 countries in network readiness index. Network readiness
index includes 4 basic sub-indexes; environment, readiness, usage, impact and there
are 53 indicators under these sub-indexes. Not all of the indicators are related with
this study’s scope, so the indicators related with research aim were chosen and the
situations of two countries (Singapore, Turkey) are examined according to these
indicators. Rankings of the Singapore and Turkey among 143 countries are given
below according to the Global IT Report’s some indicators (Global IT Report, 2015).

Table 3. Network Readiness Index Rankings of Singapore and Turkey

Readiness-Skills Readiness-Skills  Impact-Social Impacts

Global IT QL.’aI'ty of Qu_allty of matr_] & Internet access in schools
Report educational system  science education
2015 Singapore 3 2 3
Turkey 42 44 43

Singapore ranked 3" in the quality of educational system, 2" in the quality of
math & science education and 3" in the internet access in schools sub-indexes.
However, Turkey ranked 42", 44" and 43 in same sub-indexes (Table 3). Similar to
the previous evaluations, Turkey indicated lower performance than Singapore and
also Turkey is below the average of participating countries.

Considering all these international assessments, evaluations and reports,
Turkey’s scores were always below the average and decreased in the rankings.
However, Singapore exhibited high performance in rankings, maintained its top
position and seemed to be progressing. Despite occasional decreases, Singapore
always ranked in top 5 in indexes.

The Brief History of ICT Integration in Education in Turkey

Turkey has started to implement ICT integration since 1980s. In 1984, Computer
Education Expertise in Secondary Education Commission was founded (Keser,
2011). 1100 computers were distributed at least one high school in each city in 1995
(Engin, Tosten & Kaya, 2010). Since the academic year 1985-1986, "Computer"
course took part as an elective course in secondary education program. Computer
labs were constituted in 100 secondary schools selected as pilot schools (Keser,
2011). Two teachers from each school were given in-service training course for 5
weeks (Usun, 2004).
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In 1989, The Ministry of National Education (MONE) made an agreement with
9 companies and the companies executed computer assisted instruction (CAI)
implementations in 58 schools. During these applications, 6 billion Turkish Liras
were spent, 378 computers were purchased for 18 schools, 2000 hours software of
37 courses were developed, training of 750 teachers was completed. There were
some shortcomings determined in these CAl studies by executive committee charged
by MONE; educational software were not be prepared appropriate for the
curriculum, there were no effective teacher participation to the CAl implementations,
there were no enough training for teachers and because of these reasons, CAl took no
interest of students and were not be used effectively. Also introduction and advertise
done by companies were weak (Usun, 2004). Thus, this computer assisted instruction
implementation were not considered as successful.

In 1990, MONE constituted National Education Development Project for 7 years
that supported by World Bank. World Bank supplied 90.2 billion USA dollars to
Turkey for the project. In 1991, 5121 computers were purchased. Until this year 11-
12% of secondary schools in Turkey had computer labs and most of them were
provided by MONE. 70% of the usage time of the computer lab were separated to the
computer education, and 30% of it were separated to the computer-assisted
instruction. At the end of 1995, 53 curriculum laboratory schools were constituted in
order to provide hardware and educational software to other schools. Approximately
250 teachers received training for computer and educational software until 1997
(Usun, 2004).

In the academic year 1997- 1998, as part of Improving Education Project 2000
that costed 6 billion dollars, MONE determined that computer labs would be
constituted to at least two primary schools in each city and country. In the project it
was planned that 70000 schools connected computer network.

In 1998, an agreement was signed between Republic of Turkey and World Bank.
As part of this agreement, hardware and software were purchased to the schools, the
schools connected to the internet and the teachers were trained about ICT with the
support of World Bank (Akkoyunlu & Imer, 1998).

In 2002, MONE signed an agreement with the World Bank for 3 years for ICT
integration again (MEB, 2007). Since the 2007-2008 academic year, it was decided
that in elementary schools, "Information Technology" course took part as an elective
course in the curriculum (Keser, 2011). In 2011, MONE began to implement FATIH
project with support of Ministry of Transport and Communication. FATIH project
aims the equality in learning and instruction and to enhance the technology in
schools, to provide effective usage of information technologies in learning and
instruction activities. Accessibility, productivity, effectiveness, measurability and
quality are the key factors for success in this project. Also it is aimed to evaluate
students not only with their academic achievement but also with their interests,
activities and tendencies and to analyze students’ all data of their education lives by
this way. Thus, students will be better educated and they will be directed to the life
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of business according to their own interest and achievements. It is determined in the
project mission that students will be active learners with gaining 21% century skills
such as technology use, effective communication, analytic thinking, problem solving,
collaboration and cooperation. In addition to this, it is planned to provide tablet PCs
to all students and to provide interactive whiteboards and laptop computers to all
classrooms and to establish internet infrastructure to all schools. This project will
provide teacher-student and interactive whiteboard-tablet PC interaction, effective
use of information and instruction process with using classroom management.
Teacher will share the materials with students, assign homework to students and
measure students’ learning levels in a more controlled manner. 447.288 interactive
whiteboards, 1.437.800 tablet PCs, 41.996 multi functioned printers were distributed
and infrastructure and internet access services were provided to 9.052 schools.
Totally 424.250 teachers were trained with in-service training about the use of ICT
and FATIH project (Ates, 2013; MEB, 2007). In addition to these implementations,
there is an online platform for the content part of the project. EBA (Education and
Informatics Network) was designed by Innovation and Educational Technology Head
Office as a social platform and it presents safe and true e-contents appropriate for
different grade levels to teachers and students (EBA, 2015).

The Brief History of ICT Integration in Education in Singapore

Singapore has started to implement national ICT plans since 1980s (Seng &
Choo, 2008). In the 1980s, Singapore Ministry of Education (MOE) initiated projects
such as Computer Science as a Level Subject, Computer Appreciation Clubs and
School Link Project to bring ICT in schools with the Government’s National
Computerization Plan. In the 1990s, the Professional Computer Support Program
was started. This project aimed that all teachers became proficient in computer
software to use them in their educational aims.

In 1994, computer applications project (CPA), a skill-based subject, was
integrated to secondary schools. In 1996, the elements of office administration
(EOA) subject was launched in secondary schools in order to improve secondary
students’ academic and technical skills. In these periods, some pilot studies were
conducted in primary and secondary schools. Accelerating the use of ICT in primary
schools program was implemented in six pilot schools and students spent about 10
percent of the curriculum time using educational packages for learning. The program
was found to be efficient to most students. Student’s and teacher’s workbench project
was implemented in six secondary schools and it provided digital educational
resources for teachers. This pilot study was also found helpful for teachers and
students. JCNet was also initiated in 1997 because of the interest in the use of
internet in education. JCNet was a research and development project and it was used
to support the learning of general paper, physics and chemistry. These pilot studies
built the foundation of Master Plans for ICT in Education.

First Master Plan for ICT in Education (1997-2002) was launched by Minister of
Education Chee-Hean Teo in 1997. Mp1 had four goals; enhancing links between the
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school and the world around it to expand and enrich the learning environment,
encouraging creative thinking, lifelong learning and social responsibility, generating
innovations in education and promoting administrative and management excellence
in the education system. Curriculum and assessment, physical and technological
infrastructure, content and learning resources and human resources development
were the key dimensions of Mpl. At the end of the Mp1, all schools were provided
with the necessary physical and ICT infrastructure for ICT-based teaching and
learning. Primary schools had a pupil-to-computer ratio of 6.6:1 and secondary
schools had a ratio of 5:1. Teachers gained essential ICT competencies and also they
accepted ICT as a pedagogical tool in the classroom (Seng & Choo, 2008).

Second Master Plan (2003-2008) was launched in 2002. Mpl’s underlying
philosophy ensuring that students gain the necessary skills and knowledge for ICT
remained relevant to Mp2. A systematic and holistic approach was adopted to
address all key areas relating to the effective use of ICT in education. These key
areas are alignment of curriculum, instruction and assessment, provision of ICT-
enabled infrastructure and support, availability of ICT-based learning resources,
ongoing professional development, research and development on the effective use of
ICT-based learning resources, tools and pedagogies and the possible use of
technologies in school environments. At the end of the Mp2; students achieved in the
use of ICT tools and they learned how to use internet. Teachers were also proficient
in the use of ICT tools and 2:3 of teachers supported their classroom teaching with
ICT resources. All schools had funds to attain students to computer ratio of 6.5:1 for
primary and 4:1 for secondary schools. Singapore MOE has also mentioned that
Singapore had done well internationally after these achievements. They ranked 5 in
the Global IT Report 2008 and 7" in the Global Competitiveness Report (Seng &
Choo, 2008).

Third Master Plan (2009-2014) was launched in 2008 by the Ministry of
Education. Mp3 continued the vision of the first and second master plans to
transform the learning environments of the students and to equip them with
necessary competencies. Minister of Education, Dr. Ng Eng Hen’s speech was
important to show the past and the future of ICT master plans in Singapore:

“Well-trained teachers using technology to multiply their efforts are a
formidable combination to achieve our educational goals. Since the launch of
our ICT Masterplan, we have witnessed how through sight, sound and
interactivity, ICT can enrich the learning environment and better engaged the
learner. Teachers now have a valuable tool to customize learning approaches
and outcomes for each student. We should press ahead on both fronts-in teacher
training and ICT development. If we can do both well, the school environment
will be transformed for the better.”

Mp3’s goals were included that school leaders provided the direction and created
the conditions to harness ICT for teaching and learning, teachers had the capacity to
plan and deliver ICT-enriched learning experiences for students to become self-
directed and collaborative learners and ICT infrastructure supported learning
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anytime, anywhere. There are 5 key strands of Mp3 implementation strategies; ICT
in curriculum, pedagogy and assessment; cyber wellness; professional development;
research and development; ICT and infrastructure. Achievements of the Mp3 were
given in the ICT Connection and OPAL portals for the education shareholders in
Singapore. Now Fourth Master Plan (2015-2020) was developed by the Singapore
MOE. Mp4 continues to build on the achievements of the first three master plans and
tries to improve the self-directed learning and collaborative learning. Mp4 focuses on
quality learning and is aligned to student-centric and values-driven education.
Students will be future-ready and responsible learners, teachers will be designers of
learning experiences and environments and school leaders will be culture builders
with the achievements of the Mp4. MOE adopts four approaches to implement the
Mp4 regularly in school environments; deeper ICT integration in curriculum,
assessment and pedagogy, sustained professional learning, translational research,
innovation and scaling, connected ICT learning Ecosystem (ICT Connection, 2015).

Government and MOE worked integrated and implemented systematic
approaches year by year, related with past and future. Pedagogical factors, self-
directed learning and collaborative learning approaches have always been taken into
consideration in ICT integration in schools.

Similarities and Differences between Singapore and Turkey in Case of ICT in
Education

It is possible to compare the implementations of two countries in a given period
because Singapore and Turkey have started to implement ICT integration projects in
similar periods. Thus, there are three similarities and three differences between these
two countries.

The similarities are;

e Turkey and Singapore both started to implement ICT projects in 1980s. These
were the years when computers became personal computers and started to
diffuse on social lives. Both countries kept up with this technological
development.

e They have governmental commissions related with ICT integration from the
beginning of the first project. In other words, they wanted to discuss this issue
as a govern policy and to perform it in a planned and systematic way.

e They tried to equip all schools with latest technologies from the beginning
and also trained teachers with essential IT skills.

These are the necessary implementations for the ICT integration. However,
considering the quality of education, the efficiency of ICT integration and use in
schools and pedagogical concepts of the ICT projects, there are several differences
between two countries:
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e Singapore started to use ICT for computer-assisted learning and teaching
activities in schools from the first pilot studies. However, Turkey has
implemented ICT integration projects in order to teach computer skills to
students and teachers.

e Singapore has always a vision, mission, goals, key dimensions,
implementation approaches and expected outcomes for each project or project
phase from the beginning of the first ICT integration process. Also, each
phase is a-follow-up of the previous one. Previous step’s results were
evaluated and the new phase planned and implemented according to the
shortcomings and strengths of the previous phase. However, in Turkey, until
FATIH project, in other words until 2011, ICT integration projects carried out
independent from each other. Previous project’s aims, expected outcomes or
results were not taken into consideration in the following projects (Ozdemir,
2010). For the first time, ICT integration has been tackled with aims for
learning and instruction process and with implementation strategies in FATIH
project and announced by Ministry of National Education.

e Singapore evaluated results of the phases at the end of each project and
related these results with country’s success on international indexes about
educational field (PISA, TIMSS, Global ICT Report, etc.) and supported the
ICT integration process success with these rankings (ICT Connection, 2015).
However, Turkey especially focused on quantitative data such as the number
of distributed devices or the number of in-service trained teachers instead of
the qualitative data such as the quality and effectiveness of educational
activities.

Results and Discussion

Turkey started to implement ICT integration with hardware distribution in 1985-
1986 and constituted computer laboratories in schools. Moreover, “computer course”
started in secondary schools. However, this course included only basic computer
skills. In integration policy, “computer-assisted learning or teaching” concepts were
missing. 70% of the total time, computer laboratories in schools were used for
computer skills education and only 30% of the total time, laboratories were used for
computer assisted learning until 1993 (Usun, 2004). However, in Singapore, they
started to equip students with computer skills and then they built their master plans
for integrating ICT to all subject areas. The first pilot studies with ICT tools were
conducted in different courses (Seng & Choo, 2008).

Turkey continued the ICT integration projects after 1999 with World Bank funds
and continued the distribution of hardware to schools. However, there was a
pedagogical lack in integration process. First of all, there was no clear information
about the results of completed ICT integration projects and following phases have
not been planned according to the previous phases’ evaluations. The only thing the
government did that they bought technological devices and gave them to schools.
Teacher training was mentioned in reports but the qualitative dimension of these
trainings were also skipped. Teachers stated that they wanted to share their ideas
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with implementers of the project but no one consulted them during the integration
process. They explained that they had problems such as technical malfunctions and
ineffective ICT use in lessons and they emphasized that they did not gain enough
favor from the in-service trainings, especially from the online trainings (Altin &
Kalelioglu, 2015). However, in Singapore, from the beginning of the projects, the
vision, goals, approaches and key dimensions of them were determined, the projects
were developed towards them, these variables were taken into account during the
project, and the results of projects were commented towards them. Moreover, the
pedagogical issues about ICT integration in all grade levels were defined in every
time. In ICT integration, it is important not only to distribute the hardware to schools,
but also to provide sustainability, to train teachers regularly and to provide efficient
educational software packages. This is a significant difference between two
countries.

Turkey started FATIH project in 2011 and it is now in progress. Within the
scope of this project, tablet PCs are now being distributed to the students and smart
boards are being given to the schools. The key dimensions that Singapore started to
use in 1997 are now being used for FATIH project but ICT integration projects are
independent from each other in Turkey. Previous projects were completed and
technological devices were given to the schools. Now with the new project (FATIH),
old computers are being collected and the new ones are being distributed. Ministry of
Education tries to make cooperation with academic institutions but every time project
team changes, cooperation ends.

Considering the questions at the beginning of the study, big scaled investigations
should be conducted to find out comprehensive responses for those questions. In this
study those questions are tried to answer by interpreting two countries’ comparative
situations. The first question was “What is wrong with ICT?” ICT implementations
have been conducted in Turkey for many years and one can ask whether or not there
is a problem with ICT integration while there is no significant difference in the
quality of education. Considering the good practices about successful ICT
implementations such as being done in Singapore, only obtaining technological
devices and ability to use them and waiting for the positive effect on the quality of
education are wrong in terms of ICT integration. Technological devices are only
tools and the important point is to integrate those tools to schools to serve
educational aims. There is also a general consensus among ICT studies that
successful integration of ICT requires the involvement of students, teachers, school
leaders and policy makers as part of the process (Fu, 2013).

The second question was “Is ICT is a necessity for education?”” Education and
training exist since first human being and in this age they can be discussed from
various perspectives. However, it becomes a necessity to integrate ICT to the
educational environments because of developments such as rapid access to
information and admission of the technology into social lives. Tools and materials
have importance in instruction and learning because information processing is
required mostly in educational environments. Computer access is a necessary but not
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a sufficient condition in learning and teaching process (Law, 2008). Thus, using ICT
in education can be beneficial with contributing the development of some skills
within the possibilities of country. ICT integration is essential, but it can be effective
and beneficial when it will be implemented appropriate for the needs of the age as a
supportive material for instruction and learning process.

The last question was “How should it be planned and implemented?”” According
to the histories of these two countries, developing countries should apply for
international support for the effective ICT integration and adapt it to their own
cultural structure. This suggestion was emphasized many years ago (Ozdemir, 2009)
that learning from the experiences of other countries is important and essential but
today it has to be mentioned again. What have to be done is determining the aims,
goals, outcomes while beginning an implementation with a governmental control
system. The most important factors are evaluating the previous project or phase’s
results, determining the weak and strong aspects, transferring them to the following
phases, and making the regulations according these aspects in the new
implementations. Furthermore, while planning the ICT integration process, it is
important to focus on using it in all subject areas of the learning and instruction
process instead of focusing on the ability of using the technological devices.

Conclusion and Recommendations

Singapore is far ahead of Turkey in terms of both quality of education and ICT
integration in education. This study tried to emerge the components and variables
considered in ICT integration by Singapore and Turkey and determine the Turkey’s
mistakes about the ICT integration process. To summarize, firstly, ICT integration in
education means not only obtaining and delivering hardware to schools as in Turkey.
It requires adopting technology to the other disciplines and using ICT to gain skills
such as creative problem solving, critical thinking, collaboration and communication
that the students are expected to have in 21% century. Secondly, both countries started
ICT integration together but Turkey skipped the fundamental parts of the effective
ICT integration which was universally accepted. Thus, Turkey should review and
revise the ICT integration in education policy. Moreover all the stakeholders of the
projects (administrators, teachers, students, parents etc.) should be kept in the process
of projects, their support should be provided, and the process should be formalized
according to their feedback getting their thoughts and views. Furthermore, resources,
budget and time should be analyzed well and they should be planned in compatible
way with each other. Thirdly, especially in the first years of ICT integration in
Turkey, implementations were not planned and performed in a systematic way. This
situation led to some problems in management, planning, implementing, evaluating
and consequently useless projects. Therefore, for the effective ICT integration in
education, the process should be organized systematically according to the results of
the previous projects and implementations, international and national studies, tests,
reports and evaluations.
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This study is limited to compare Turkey and Singapore and it is limited to the
PISA, TIMS, Global IT Report and the documents about the educational policies of
two countries. It is recommended to investigate the current situations of Turkey and
Singapore in terms of their educational policy and ongoing ICT integration process
in a detailed manner. Educational technology studies can be investigated to identify
the previous and current positions of the two countries. Because of the reason that
cultural differences effect both project management (Elena, 2010) and business
management (Cullen & Parboteeah, 2008) processes, there is also a need for
comparing Turkey with the countries which have similar educational policies or
cultural similarities. Finally, it is also recommended to conduct big scaled studies
between the OECD countries in order to estimate their current situations, to relate to
other countries and to plan and implement their own ICT integration processes
effectively.
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Abstract

Technology is considered one of the most important aspects of education.
Today not only college education, but also language teaching is being
challenged by the development of technology. Since technology is regarded as a
powerful asset for the 21 century teachers and students, pedagogy must be a
priority rather than technology itself. As institutions, schools and colleges
change the way they teach due to new technologies, and convert their current
curriculum and teaching strategies into newer ones to equip today's learners, a
deeper understanding of the subjects and greater student success can be
evidential. Therefore, an effective next generation teaching needs to fulfill the
expectations of the 21% century in English as a Foreign Language (EFL). This
paper presents students' attitudes to technology enhanced reading classroom,
and its effects on their academic achievement at Kadir Has University School of
Foreign Languages English Preparatory Program. From this analysis, if
appropriate technology is integrated into reading lessons, the students seem to
reflect a positive attitude towards reading. It is concluded that with a well-
equipped and staged classroom presentation and instruction, deficient reading
activities in the current text book became more communicative and
collaborative by using technology. The results also reveal that students have
become more efficient readers, and have achieved significant academic
progress. The study implies that technology enhanced reading lessons have
improved their motivation toward learning. However, it should be kept in mind
that technology rapidly changes, so constant updating is required for such
institutions and teachers. This work is primarily conducted, and seeks to shed
light on the importance and benefits of technology enhanced classrooms.
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Bilgi Teknolojileri ile Gelistirilmis Ingilizce Okuma Derslerinin

Ogrencilerin Ogrenme ve Basarilar1 Uzerindeki Etkileri
0Oz

Teknoloji egitimin 6nemli unsurlarindan biridir. Giiniimiizde, sadece
iiniversite 6grencileri degil, dil 6gretimi de teknolojinin siirekli gelismesi ile
karsi karsiya gelmektedir. Her ne kadar bilgi teknolojileri, 21. yiizyil
ogretmenleri ve Ogrencileri icin etkin bir ara¢ olarak goriilse de, pedagoji her
zaman On planda tutulmalidir. Kurumlar, okullar ve iiniversiteler eger varolan
Ogretim programi ve dgretim stratejilerini yenilerler ise, o zaman 0grencilerin
konular1 anlamasindaki gelisim ve basar1 diizeylerinde artis gozlemlenebilir.
Iste bu yiizden, yeni nesle ydnelik etkin bir 8gretimin 21. yiizyilda Ingilizceyi
yabanc1t dil (EFL) olarak 06grenmedeki beklentilerini karsilayabilmesi
gerekmektedir. Bu ¢alismada, Kadir Has Universitesi Yabanci Diller Ingilizce
Hazirlik Programi’na devam etmekte olan dgrencilerin teknoloji ile gelistirilmis
okuma derslerine yonelik goriisleri incelenmistir. Yapilan degerlendirmelere
gore; uygun ve yeterli bilgi teknolojileri okuma derslerinin igerigine
uygulandiginda, Ogrencilerin okuma derslerine yonelik goriislerinin olumlu
yonde degistigi gozlemlenmistir. Dogru ders malzemeleri ve siralama ile
sunulan bir ders igerigi ve akisi, kurumda okutulan okuma ders kitabindaki
yetersiz olan aktiviteleri daha iletisimsel ve isbirlikci bir 6gretim haline
donistiirmiistiir. Ayrica elde edilen sonuglar; Ogrencilerin daha etkin
okuyucular haline geldigini ve gozle goriilebilir akademik basari elde ettiklerini
gostermektedir. Bu durum, O6grencilerin okumaya ve O6grenmeye karst olan
tutumlarini da olumlu yonde etkilemistir. Fakat, teknolojinin giin ve giin hizla
gelismesi karsisinda, kurumlar ve Ogretmenler igin de giincelleme yapmak
kaginilmazdir. Bu 6n caligma ile, bilgi teknolojileri ile gelistirilmis derslerin
onemi ve faydalarinin agiga ¢ikmasina 1s1k tutmasi amaglanmstir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: teknoloji, bilgi teknolojileri ile gelistirilmis okuma
dersi, okuma
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Introduction

Effective reading is substantial for success in learning English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) in higher education. It is considered as the basis of instruction in all
areas of learning. Levine (2000, p.1) stated that “The ability to read academic texts is
considered one of the most important skills that university students of English as
Second Language (ESL) and English as a Foreign Language (EFL) need to acquire”.
Most foreign language (L2) learners have difficulty in comprehending a text due to
lack of necessary strategies and metacognitive skills because “reading is a conscious
and unconscious thinking process” (Mikulecky, 2008, p.1). Most students who enter
in higher education are not well-prepared to cope with academic texts. As far as the
researcher has discovered, Turkish students do not read much, and they have limited
demands in high schools, and they have poor reading habits. In addition, the
researcher's experience and observations suggest that EFL reading classrooms
depending on traditional teaching and learning, which students sit and listen to their
teacher, and take notes, do not provide the expected outcomes from a reading course.

Acquiring the knowledge of reading and necessary strategies in class, it is
substantial that students need to “engage in tasks” (Edgerton, 1983, p. 32) because
reading is “the ability to draw meaning from the printed page and interpret the
information appropriately” as Grabe and Stoller defined (2002, p. 9). A reader needs
to construct accurate information in the text followed by identfying the topic and
structure of the text. This is very similar to an orchestra and a conductor because
reading is a repertoire of strategies that needs systematic instruction and training. To
read and comprehend a text requires “identification skills” and “interpretation skills”
(Cohen, 1990, p. 75). Therefore, EFL learners in higher education need to acquire
the necessary reading skills and strategies not only to cope with academic texts, but
also with their real-life reading.

Many research suggest that a digital teaching environment potentially creates
something new, and has significant impact on education (Roblyer, 2003; Roschelle,
2003). Digital resources such as PowerPoint, multimedia and social networking sites
provide many possibilities for the development and application of technology in
education. It is widely seen that “the relationship between teachers and students have
undergone a phenomenal change” (Barad, 2009, p. 10) in this century. The impact of
technology on learners has been the major interest for educators and researchers
lately, and has played a major role in enhancing English as a second language.
Seemingly, there are many factors influencing the application of technology in
classrooms when benefits are considered. It is particularly noteworthy that the key to
successful use of technology in education is provided by the institution and teachers.
Kasper (2000a) suggests that the changing face of education encourages educators to
develop effective methods of delivery or means for teaching reading so that learning
could be endorsed. Teachers are seen as the primary guide for promoting technology
in education and enhancing learning. That is why their impact provides us the
necessary information about how technology is implemented and adopted in
education, how it can be supported technically and personally. Technology Enhanced
Learning (TEL) can play a prominent role in fostering skills in language learning in
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the hands of teachers. That's why, the pedagogical approach of teachers is likely to
be considered as core of this process. Teacher attitudes to the application of
technology and classroom management skills should be guided by a particular
theoretical model, which Selber (2004, p. 36) called this attitude toward technology a
“tool metaphor”. He claimed that “from a functionalist design perspective, good tools
become invisible once users understand their basic operation”. According to Owsten
(1997), it is the teacher’s role to encourage students to explore new things, compare
different viewpoints of the problem, analyze and synthesize diverse sources of
information, and construct their own understanding of the topic or issue at hand.

As a result, students are encouraged to develop their critical thinking and
problem-solving skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking. Roles and
practices in language classes vary according to the adaptation of technology;
therefore, it would be a good idea to keep in mind that technology rapidly changes,
and constant updating is required for such institutions and teachers.

Technology and Education

Technology and multimedia technology are powerful assets for the 21st century
teachers and students. Technology seems very appealing to teachers and students, but
its functional power on learning, teaching and assessing reading should not be
underestimated. Research claims that technology is often considered to be a valuable
tool for increasing educational benefits and instructional quality (Dexter, Anderson
& Becker, 1999) if pedagogy is considered as the main concern. According to
Graddol (1997:16); “Technology lies at the heart of the globalization process;
affecting education, work and culture”; however, the rapid change in education and
technology leads to a lot of arguments and discussions about the terms 'educational
technology' and 'technology in education’. If we want to enhance learning with
technology, it is good to clarify these two terms so that an appropriate approach
could be implemented to design our lessons. “Educational Technology is the study
and ethical practice of facilitating learning and improving performance by creating,
using and managing appropriate technological processes and resources” Januszewski
& Molenda (2008, p.1). Another definition made by AECT (1977, p.1-2) is that
“Educational technology is a complex, integrated process involving people,
procedures, ideas, devices, and organization, for analyzing problems and devising,
implementing, evaluating, and managing solutions to those problems, involved in all
aspects of human learning”. On the other hand, “Technology in education is the
application of technology to any of those involved in operating the institutions”
(Januszewski & Molenda, 2008, p.2). That includes the function of digital devices as
instructional tools for education. Therefore, it is important to reconsider the word
'technology' and ‘enhancement’ while thinking of pedagogic approaches to using
technology for learning. Technology in education offers more plentiful and colorful
materials than textbooks. It provides vivid cultural background, rich context, natural
life and true life materials for students. These materials not only improve their
abilities or skills, but also they help them learn cultural, social and natural
information. They can equip the learners with diverse knowledge, and make them
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share and actively participate with others in class as research suggest that “Language
learning is assisted through social interaction of learners and their interlocutors,
particularly when they negotiate toward mutual comprehension of each other’s
message meaning” (Long 1991, Chapelle 2001, Pica, 1994, Long, Kanagy and
Falodun 1993,11).

Technology Enhanced Learning

As teachers change the way they teach due to new technologies, the traditional
pedagogy, which requires face-to-face interaction in class, is replaced by technology
enhanced teaching and learning. This can provide a deeper understanding and
learning, and greater student success in all areas of English language learning.
Interest in pedagogic theories and processes for the use of technology has been a hot
topic in the last decade, and integrating technology in foreign language classrooms is
still debatable. Research suggests that technology enhanced learning has failed to
have the expected impact on learning processes (Attwell & Huges, 2010, p.15);
however, in Europe and other parts of the world, it has been stated that “technologies
can enhance learning”. So, it might be good to have a deep understanding of the term
‘Technology Enhanced Learning' (TEL). In brief, it refers to “the application of
information and communication technologies to teaching and learning” (Kirkwood,
Adrian and Price, Linda, 2014, p.2). In other words, “it is anything online that
directly supports learning and teaching” (Walker, Voce and Ahmed, 2012, p.2). The
word 'enhance' is defined as “to increase or improve in value, quality, desirability, or
attractiveness” in Merriam Webster Dictionary. In order to design technology to
enhance a lesson regarding the definitions, there are some concerns about;

e how much we should increase technology use,

e which educational activities we should integrate,

e how we can improve student learning outcomes both quantitatively and

qualitatively.

In this study, the above concerns were taken into consideration, and the lessons
were designed accordingly by the researcher. She believes that if the right amount of
technology is integrated into the lesson with the right pedagogy, it facilitates reading
comprehension development and academic achievement. Moreover, many studies
have shown that TEL motivates and engages the learner in the learning process.
When teachers give more chance in their tasks, those tasks become more meaningful
and students gain a sense of responsibility of taking care of their learning.
Furthermore, research indicates that TEL has enlightened students’ critical and
communicative skills positively in learning English. Studies suggest numerous
benefits of TEL, and the most significant ones are;

e it helps students become active, motivated and involved in language learning
process
e itincreases students' interest in the classroom (Mayora, 2006).
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e technology equipped classroom encourages not only students but the teacher
also in a positive way (Jonassen, 2000).

e it provides a good opportunity to develop and create different and enjoyable
tasks in the EFL classroom (Genc llter, 2009).

Learning and EFL Reading

It is crucial to understand the meaning of learning in technology enhanced
reading classrooms. In a broad definition, “Learning refers only to significant
changes in capability, understanding, knowledge, practices, attitudes or values by
individuals, groups, organizations or society” (Coffield, 2008, p.7). Learning also
requires mental processes and interaction between individuals and their environment.
Technology enhanced learning involves participation in a community of practice, and
social engagements which provide a context for learning in the classroom. Kirkwood
and Price (2014) have proposed three characteristics, which the researcher has
granted her reading lessons.

v’ operational movement e.g. providing greater flexibility for students,
making resources more accessible

v/ quantitative change in learning e.g. increased engagement on tasks, students
achieving improved success in test scores

v’ qualitative change in learning  e.g. promoting reflection on learning and
practice, deeper  engagement,  richer
understanding, raising awareness, improved
reading strategies

A major issue and perhaps one that deserves further research is how a deficient
reading text book can challenge and foster learning for 21st century students, who
are Next Generation Learners (NGL) because they are “attached to their
technologies, emotionally and in terms of personal organization and practice: they
benefit from being able to use personal technologies and access personalized services
in institutional contexts” (Beetham, 2009:24). NGL are tech savvy, and new
pedagogies are needed to promote learning for them. Franklin and van Hammelen
(2007) pointed out the need for new pedagogies and assessment methods. According
to Doolittle and Camp (1999), this new pedagogy should be “based on the dynamic
interplay of mind and culture, knowledge and meaning, and reality and experience”.
In other words, a constructivist pedagogy could be applied by using the correct
technology such as Web 2.0 in the right place and time in class. Doolittle and Camp
suggest eight principles of constructivist pedagogy that the researcher based her
reading lessons:

e Learning should take place in authentic and real-world environments...
e Learning should involve social negotiation and mediation...
e Content and skills should be made relevant to the learner...
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e Content and skills should be understood within framework of the learner's
prior knowledge...

e Students should be assessed formatively, serving to inform future
experiences...

e Students should be encouraged to become self-regulatory, self-mediated, a
self-aware...

e Teachers serve primarily as guides and facilitators of learning, not
instructors...

e Teachers should provide for and encourage multiple perspectives and
representations of content.

Motivation in EFL Reading

Students sometimes have prejudices against reading. They do not like reading in
their native (L1) language, and they know that reading needs more commitment than
learning grammar. The researcher has witnessed that reading especially reading
academic texts are challenging because it demands more effort and concentration.
Students know they need more strategy training in the lessons, and more texts that
they could exploit their strategies. Providing authentic texts, and helping them to
skim and scan those texts would make them engaged more in reading than
complaining about books or the course. In addition, they have to deal with words,
structures and questions “many different things at the same time” they say.
Moreover, the readings in the textbook are not their area of interest. Therefore, they
get bored of reading similar deficient texts, so they lose their interest and motivation.
They develop some kind of negative attitude toward reading. Krashen (1982)
claimed that this negative attitude works like a filter and prevents them to acquire the
relevant strategies. When learners are not anxious but motivated, they provide more
satisfactory results (Alderson, J. C. & Urquhart, A. H. 1984). Bastidas (2006, p.154)
pointed out that “motivation is a dynamic and an interactive process composed of
beliefs, wants, reasons, and goals mediated by socio-cultural and historical
conditions to learn a second or a foreign language”. Moreover, Ryan and Deci
(2000, p.54) stated that “To be motivated means to be moved to do something...
Someone who is energized or activated toward an end is considered motivated”. If
the reader is motivated, s/he will show interest in learning, get pleasure out of
reading and achieve success. Motivation enables the reader to learn effectively and
make connections with real life. In this context, technology enhanced reading
classroom is considered as motivational and engaging because the research suggests
that when students are given more chance in doing tasks, they become more
meaningful, and increases the students' intrinsic motivation (Jordan & Hendricks,
2002).

Facebook and EFL Reading

It is an undeniable fact that social media has also influenced teaching and
learning English. Social media or the so-called Social Network emerge in different
forms such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc. According to many research, “the
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most popular among them is Facebook™ (Acharya, Patel and Jethava, 2013, p.528).
Most students use Facebook to communicate with their friends by sharing texts,
photos, videos or opinions. The researcher suggests that Facebook could also be
considered as part of learning if integrated and applied appropriately. According to
her experience, teaching via Facebook could enhance motivation and promote
learning because students could ask questions, post tasks, read online or join in a
discussion and have fun while learning.

As many of us know, one feature of Facebook is closed groups. As far as the
researcher has discovered, a closed Facebook group could provide communication
among the group members and the teacher during a course. Teacher and students
could share text messages, images, answer keys, videos files, word documents, etc. It
has been witnessed that Facebook offers asynchronous and synchronous
communication and learning opportunities in a reading course. In this study,
Facebook offered audio visual communication, online reading and discussion board,
sharing documents such as Pdf, Word doc., and assignments. Black (2008, p.15)
stated that “Technology provides a series of electronic platforms and tools that
support many language learning activities from the most mechanical drill-and-kill
exercises to fully communicative real time conversations”. As we know, language
learning does not only occur in the classroom; it should continue outside the
classroom. Technology enhancement offers teachers and students the ability to work
without time and location constraints. It frees teaching and learning “From the
physical boundaries of classrooms and the time restraints of class schedules”
(Owsten, 1997, p.27). Nowadays university students do not know a world without
computers, and technology is integrated in every part of their lives. So, the researcher
took advantage of this, and provided synchronous and asynchronous learning
environment via Facebook.

Integration of Facebook into EFL Reading Classroom

The researcher created a closed group on Facebook because the students did not
prefer any other digital classrooms such as Edmodo, or Blackboard, and they agreed
that Facebook is one of the most popular among them. In this study, the group policy
had been negotiated by the teacher (the researcher) and the learners. One of the
students volunteered to be the admin of the group. Students were highly enthusiastic
about the idea that they would share ideas, discuss in English with all classmates, and
their teacher outside class. They were also able to access course resources such as
PowerPoint lessons or Word documents provided by their teacher, so that they could
benefit from them at home as well. They were motivated by posting their views
about their assignments, or related photos and videos.

The control group started as a repeat B1 level, and they did not have any
motivation to learn or to do anything in class. They also had no intention of doing
extra work at home. The situation looked very challenging both for the teacher and
the students. However, with the promotion of the closed group on Facebook, learning
outside class was endorsed, they were not left alone with their books or assignments
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at home. This group enabled them to work with their friends, and they knew that
their teacher was a mouse click away. If they were not able to finish their tasks in
class, they had the opportunity to complete them at home, and share them in the
group. In other words, Facebook provided flexibility and freedom during their
learning process.

The researcher also tried to encourage her students to explore the digital world
by assigning tasks, which she thought they would give them the opportunity to
develop their communicative and written skills on the computer. To exemplify, one
of the tasks was to find relevant videos for the current theme in their book. They had
to do some careful research because the videos should be at their level of
understanding, interesting and to the point. Such assignments made them
unbelievably enthusiastic and motivated. They watched videos and shared their
opinions on Facebook. The group created a platform to share ideas and collaborate.
They became ready for oral discussions after they practiced writing on Facebook.
Moreover, the assigned group sent some relevant videos, and the teacher chose the
suitable ones, and inserted them on her PowerPoint slides. During the lesson, when
they saw that their videos were turned into a teaching material, they felt the sense of
accomplishment in their learning process.

Besides fun and educational motives of Facebook, all of these tasks served for
pedagogical purposes such as activating schema, which has a significant role in
reading lessons. As research suggests activating schema, prior knowledge, is an
important skill for readers (Hedge, 2000). When learners are familiar with the
content, it is easier to use strategies on the material. When students do not have an
idea about the topic in the text, they are more concerned with trying to understand
what is in it instead of strategies. Hence, it is distracting dealing with an unfamiliar
content for students. Most students lack general knowledge or not confident enough
to make some predictions that relate the textual knowledge. However, Facebook and
interactive PowerPoint method of delivery in this study enabled students feel more
confident before working on the reading texts.

Integration of PowerPoint into EFL Reading Classroom

As all educators, lecturers or instructors, we are all familiar with the use of
PowerPoint (PPT) in our classrooms. However, the researcher tried to vary the use of
PPT by integrating different items on the slides. First of all, the PPT starts with
different topic related videos inserted in the slides in order to activate schemata. The
students are always asked to watch similar videos via YouTube or Facebook. The
videos are followed by discussion questions to engage the students into the topic.
Then, there is an interactive target vocabulary teaching and practice. There is a
variety of activities ranging from the forms of the target vocabulary to using them in
context through teacher-designed activities or games. The teacher prefers more
digital work because she believes that these activities are more motivational than
traditional pen and paper ones. The PPT proceeds with skimming and scanning
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activities, which were also created by the teacher. PPTs provided variety and fun for
the students.

One piece of reading approximately takes 100 minutes, which makes two
lessons in the current institution. PowerPoint and other technological tools or items
are provided to the students during the lesson. Lastly, the teacher sends some parts of
the presentation to the Facebook group after the class in order to make them revise at
home, and Facebook communication continues after class.

Method
Methodology and Research Plan

The first stage of the research was to conduct a survey to collect data on student
attitude towards exposure to technology enhanced reading classroom vs. traditional
classrooms. The second stage was to collect secondary data to compare their
academic performance after the students had been exposed to technology enhanced
reading classroom.

Setting

The study was conducted at Kadir Has University, School of Foreign Languages,
and English Preparatory Program. It is located in Istanbul. It has approximately 900
students including international students. The data was collected during the academic
year 2015-2016.

Participants

The study participants were 17 English language preparatory program students
(n=17) who studied a 16-week academic term. Eight female and nine male students,
whose ages range from 18 to 20, studied repeat B1-B2 (Intermediate). Students were
assured that the information supplied in the questionnaire was confidential and was
to be used for research purposes only.

Research questions

The current study examines the impacts of technology enhanced reading
classroom. The following research questions were examined:

1. What are the students' perceptions about the technology enhanced reading
classroom?

2. Does technology enhanced reading classroom instruction enable students to
change their attitude toward learning compared to traditional teaching and
learning (face-to-face classrooms)?

3. Does technology enhanced reading classroom instruction help students
improve their academic performance?
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Answers to these questions would serve as groundwork for alternative studies,
suggestions and recommendations.

Research Instrument and Data Collection

The curriculum of the institution is based on integrated skills. There is no main
course in the curriculum. The academic term aims to improve students' academic
reading, writing, listening and speaking. Therefore, the course is based on two books.
A reading and writing book (QSkills 3 and 4, by Oxford Publishing) was taken as
basis of this preliminary study. The book is designed thematically that focuses
mainly on an event or a problem situation.

The primary purpose of this study was to research the attitude of EFL learners in
relation to the technology enhanced reading classroom, and whether there was
progress in learning and their test scores. Data was collected mainly from two
sources. The first stage was to explore students’ perception on technology enhanced
reading teaching and learning. The second stage was to see the progress in their
academic performance. The first stage of data collection instrument was a
questionnaire, which the items were based on the relevant literature. The
questionnaire was designed in simple and clear language to avoid misunderstanding
to the participants. There was a pilot questionnaire with 30 questions. However,
some questions were repeating themselves, or they lacked content reliability.
Therefore, the researcher thought that several items should be removed from the
instrument. The final version of the questionnaire consisted 18 questions. It was used
as a main instrument to elicit data from the students. The first part consisted
questions about technology enhanced reading classroom. A Likert Scale with four
points was used for responses (strongly agree, agree, neutral and disagree). The
second part of the instrument consisted a free writing section that participants could
write their comments about technology enhanced reading classroom and face-to-face
classroom. The data gathered from the questionnaire was shown in relevant tables.
The data was not analyzed by SPSS program due to the lack of the number of
participants and variables.

The second stage of the data was gathered from the tests administered by the
institution. There were four tests every three or four weeks. The results of the tests
showed the progress of their achievement in the reading section. The tests were used
to measure students' academic achievement to see if there was a relationship between
the method applied in reading classes and traditional method of instruction.

Findings

The findings are given in percentages by taking the number of 'Strongly Agree’
responses into consideration.
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Students’ Perceptions about Technology Enhanced Reading Classroom
Table 1

Students’ Perceptions: Strongly Agreed responses

Qs Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Ql0 Q11 QI12Q13 Q14 Q15 Q16 Q17 Q18
% 83 100 78 83 0 72 78 72 8872 72 6178 61 67 72 11 83
n=15 17 14 15 0 13 14 13 1615 13 1114 11 12 13 2 15

Table 1 shows the total responses of 'Strongly Agree' in percentages given by 17
participants. The data obtained from them show mostly positive views about the
technology enhanced reading class. Firstly, according to the results mentioned in the
table, it could be concluded that there was no significant evidence of negative
attitude toward using Facebook and PowerPoint to endorse reading skills. Question 9
showed that 88% of the respondents strongly agreed that Facebook group helped
them work collaboratively, and make them responsible for their own learning. In
addition, question 4 revealed that 83% of them strongly agreed that PowerPoint
presentation was more motivating and engaging than a traditional instruction in
reading classes. 100% of the respondents strongly agreed that authentic materials
(e.g. YouTube videos, TED Talks, podcasts, etc.) provided outside class helped them
engage in, and understand the content of the reading, and provided background
information about the readings. Only 6% responded 'Agree’ with the statement. 72%
of the respondents for question 10 strongly agreed that the teacher acts as a facilitator
rather than an expert in and outside class, which gave them more freedom in the
learning process. However, 24% consisted 'Agree' and 4% was 'Neutral’. Moreover,
the result of question 11 showed that 72% of the students were happy to drive their
learning using technology with the guidance of their te8acher. None of the students
for question 5 agreed that using technology in and outside classroom made the lesson
boring and prevent their learning.

As the table indicates, 61 % strongly agreed that their test scores were improved.
The results of the tests and the progress the participants had made are shown in Table
2. Therefore, the result of this question and the results correlate, since there was no
or slight progress in the sores of six participants. Another important result of this
study is that 83% thought that the use of technology promoted their interpersonal
skills (e.g. ability to discuss or work with others). In addition, the same amount of
response was given to question 1, which the participants agreed that their motivation
towards reading lessons have increased. As it can be seen from the table that there
are a few responses including Agree or Neutral, which were not included in the table.
The 'neutral’ answers will be investigated in another study.

Student comments on reading lessons

The second part of the instrument included qualitative results, which included
written feedback from the participants about the lessons. Feedback revealed that
technology enhanced reading classroom endorsed their reading skills. They were
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given more freedom and more opportunity for doing the tasks. They could also
practice all skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) during the learning
process. Moreover, technology promoted their interpersonal skills such as working
collaboratively with others. Although they were hesitant in the beginning, they
realized the benefits of these lessons. It took them some time to get used to this
method, but by the end of 16 weeks, they became more autonomous in learning as
they claimed. They also stated that their achievement had also shown significant
progress due to the work they had on Facebook. Overall, they agreed that they
enjoyed the lessons and Facebook activities. Therefore, they responded mostly
“Strongly Agree” in the questionnaire. The following statements exemplify their
views about learning reading with tools of technology.

'My reading was worse at the beginning of the year but now it is good
thanks to technology. I enjoyed the course’. E. A.

‘I think, we all improved our reading skills thanks to Zeynep teacher
because she cares us and she did a lot of reading with PowerPoint.
Lessons were fun.’ D. D.

‘1 think technologically designed reading is good for motivation.
Learning is better than traditional reading because traditional is boring’.
E.Y.

'You were giving me a lot of materials. We were doing a lot of practice
for the exam. Also, you were using the best of technology in class’. M.A

'My perspective has changed. Reading is that | most fear in exams but
now | feel more ready.’ B.O.

Progress in Academic Achievement
Table 2

Results of Reading Section in Midterm 1 and Final Exam

Student 1 2 3 4 S5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Average

MT1 14 18 16 10 22 20 18 22 10 10 14 14 18 16 0 14 20 15.06
Final 14 20 22 20 22 28 22 24 22 22 18 14 30 16 16 20 26 2142

Table 2 indicates the progress of the respondents in the beginning and the end of
the academic term. The total score of reading section in the exams is 30 points. The
results show only the scores of reading section. Evidently, some students showed
slight progress between the first and the last test, whereas two of them stayed the
same. Students’ number 13 and 15 showed significant progress. Among all the
students, number 13 achieved the total score in the reading section, which means he
showed 40% improvement. Student 15 was not successful in Midterm 1, but he
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achieved quite a good score in the end by showing 53% progress. However, it was
not enough for his overall success in the exam. It is also strange to see that there was
no progress in Students 1, 5, 12 and 16 at all. They stayed the same, but there might
be outside factors that had influenced their progress. Other students; number 2 and 7
showed 23% progress, while two of them had 100% progress in their tests. The
results of these tests indicate that there is an average progress in their academic
achievement. There were other factors influencing their exam results, but they were
not taken into consideration during the study. As all the students in the study started
the term with no motivation due to their failure in the first term, this improvement
could be considered positive. Below is the overall results of the tests that were
administered during the academic term.

Chart 1

Overall Results of the Tests

MIDTERM1
MIDTERM2
MIDTERM3
FINAL

Chart 1 shows the results obtained from the tests that were administered at the
institution. There were 3 midterm exams and a final exam in one academic term.
Most students showed significant progress in their tests. That is to say, there was a
clear evidence between their academic achievement and technology that the teacher
used in reading lessons. In the light of the results illustrated in the chart, Final exam
was the most successful. The chart indicates that most students have shown progress
between Midterm 1 and the Final exam as stated above, whereas a few have shown
slight progress, and one student was unsuccessful in the final exam. The results in the
chart reveal the effects of technology not only in reading, but also in other areas of
the test such as writing. Since the students had practiced a lot of writing and listening
on Facebook, the progress was evident in tests.

Outcomes of the Technology Enhanced Reading Lessons

In the study, the researcher has found out that there are significant benefits of
technology enhanced reading lessons:

e Students took control of their learning process
e Students learned from each other actively
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e The teacher became a facilitator, not an expert in class

e Students benefited from collaborative learning

e Students were able to see the difference between a technology enhanced
reading classroom and face-to-face classroom

e Students were able to achieve higher scores in tests

As a result, the tentative data indicates that technology endorsed critical
thinking, problem solving, oral and written communication, and the ability to work
collaboratively outside class more efficiently than face-to-face traditional methods of
delivery.

Conclusion and Suggestions

This study revealed that students have positive attitudes towards a technology
enhanced reading classroom. The results showed that using a social networking site
such as Facebook, and the use PowerPoint effectively in classroom endorsed their
reading skills and learning. Moreover, there was a significant progress in their
academic performance in class and tests. Students' reading motivation was promoted
by using technology in and outside classroom. | hope the present study will help both
teachers and students take a step forward to innovate their reading classrooms, and
new technology applications should be used to reinforce EFL reading to become the
most favorable activity for students in the future.

This study was implemented on a small sample, which limited the study's
outcomes. A further research is recommended with larger groups of EFL learners to
generalize the significant outcomes. In addition, more quantitative and qualitative
methods such as SPPS or observations should be conducted to compare the
advantages with the disadvantage. Lastly, more research is needed to assess the
impacts of technology enhanced classroom with other skills such as listening,
speaking and writing, as well as with different levels of students.
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Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate pedagogical problems
encountered by teachers and students, who participated in pilot
implementation of the Increasing Opportunities Improving Technology
Movement (FATIH) project, from the perspective of teachers, students
and schools school principals. To support schools with educational
benefits of information and communication technologies Turkish
government launched the project across Turkey. The sample of the study
consisted of 167 teachers, 667 students and 31 schools school principals,
who participated in the project from four cities on the east region of the
Turkey. The data were collected through Likert scale surveys and group
interviews. The questionnaires were applied online to the teachers,
students and school administrators. After the quantitative data collected,
focused group interviews were conducted with the identified students,
teachers and school administrators. While quantitative data were
subjected to descriptive analyzes, qualitative data were subjected to
content analysis. Although quantitative and qualitative results show some
differences, both qualitative and quantitative findings show that teachers
having difficulty in classroom management, they lost their leader role,
communication and interaction with their students after integration of
information and communication technologies. Regarding problems
encountered by students, it was found that, these technologies cause
many pedagogical challenges such as new classroom technologies’
distracting students’ attention, leading students’ spending most of their
time with them, causing students to become passive learners and use
these technologies for gaming only.
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Teknq_loji Destekli Ogrenme Ortamlarinda Ogretmenler ve
Ogrencilerin Karsilastigi Pedﬂagojik Problemler:
FATIH Projesi Ornegi

Oz

Bu ¢aligmanin amaci, Firsatlar1 Arttirma ve Teknolojiyi lyilestirme
Hareketi Projesinin (FATIH) pilot uygulamasina katilan 6gretmen ve
Ogrencilerin; Ogretmenler, 6grenciler ve okul miidiirlerinin bakis agisindan
karsilagtiklart pedagojik sorunlart aragtirmaktir. Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Hiikkiimeti,
okullarmn egitimde Bilgi ve Iletisim Teknolojilerinden yararlanmalari igin
FATIH projesini Tiirkiye c¢apinda baslatmistir. Arastirmanm  Srneklemini;
Tiirkiye’nin dogusunda yer alan dort il merkezinde projenin pilot uygulamasina
katilan 167 6gretmen, 667 6grenci ve 31 okul midiirii olugturmaktadir. Veriler
likert 6l¢egi anketleri ve grup goriismeleri ile toplanmistir. Anketler projede yer
alan okullardaki 6gretmenlere, 6grencilere ve okul yoneticilere online ortamda
uygulanmigtir. Toplanan nicel veriler analiz edildikten sonra belirlenen 6grenci,
Ogretmen ve okul idarecileri ile odak grup gorlismeleri yapilmistir. Nicel veriler
betimsel analizlere tabi tutulurken, nitel veriler icerik analizine tabi tutulmustur.
Igerik analizinin giivenirligini saglamak igin veriler iki arastirmaci tarafindan
analiz edilerek tutarlilik katsayisi hesaplanmustir. Nicel ve nitel sonuglar bazi
farkliliklar gostermesine ragmen bulgular 6gretmenlerin sinif yonetiminde
zorluk cektiklerini, smiftaki lider rollerini kaybettiklerini, bilgi ve iletisim
teknolojilerinin entegrasyonu ile birlikte Ogrencileriyle olan iletisim ve
etkilesimlerini kaybettiklerini gdstermektedir. Ogrenciler agisindan ise; yeni
teknolojilerin &grencilerde dikkat dagimikligina yol actifi, 6grencilerin
zamanlarinin ¢ogunu bu teknolojilerle oynayarak gegirmelerine neden oldugu
ve dgrencilerin pasif hale gelmesine neden olmak gibi bircok pedagojik soruna
yol actigi ve Ogrencilerin bu teknolojileri sadece oyun oynamak igin
kullandiklar1 6gretmenler, Ogrenciler ve okul miidiirleri tarafindan dile
getirilmistir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: FATIH projesi, pedagojik problemler, BIT
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Introduction

It is widely accepted that the most effective way of preparing people for the
information era is integrate information and communication technologies (ICTs) into
education. Thus, much is invested in people so that they can utilize such technologies
and educational institutions are equipped with ICTs to ensure more effective
education (Pelgrum, 2001; Watson, 2001). Although policy makers believe that
integrating ICTs would lead to major improvements in education (Cuban,
Kirkpatrick & Peck 2001), this is not the case. There are a number of factors such as
economic, social and psychological caused by innovations affect the success of
integration of ICTs into educational environment. In order to understand the extent at
which the integration is successful, it is important to deal carefully with mentioned
factors that hinder the integration (Butler & Sellbom, 2002; Watson, 2001).

In the literature, factors challenging integration of ICTs in educational
environment are divided in different categories. Some studies placed those factors in
four categories as resources (1), institutional and administrative support (2), training
and experience (3), and attitudinal or personality (4) (Brinkerhoff, 2006). Other
studies categorized them as teacher-related, school-related and system-related factors
(Balanskat, Blamire, & Kefala, 2006). Still other studies classified as intrinsic and
extrinsic factors (Ertmer, 1999). In these studies, it is evident that mostly pedagogical
impacts of ICTs are being neglected and more attention is being paid to technical
challenges encountered by teachers, students and administrators in the process
(Pelgrum, 2001; McCormick & Scrimshaw, 2001; Goktas, Gedik, & Baydas, 2013).
However, more emphasis should be placed on to pedagogical factors for the sake of
success (Lipponen, 1999) because even in famous debate about media vs. method in
instructional technology field both Kozma (1994) and Clark (1994) agree, “it is the
selection of [instructional] method, not he medium, that is practical importance for
learning” (Kozma, 1994, p. 16) When we looked at the definition of pedagogy, it is
defined as art or science of teaching; instructional method. Therefore since pedagogy
or instructional method plays a key role in the learning, it is necessary to give more
emphasis on pedagogy. While investigating pedagogical effects of ICTs, it must be
understood well that pedagogy contains interrelated variables such as learning
outcomes, perceptions concerning learning and knowledge, learning and
measurement activities, learners’ roles and relations as well as teacher-student
interaction and classroom atmosphere (McCormick & Scrimshaw, 2001).

In addition to giving more emphasis on technical challenges, the studies about
effects of ICTs on learning mostly investigate positive effects. They deal with how
innovations affect students’ motivation, learning, self-confidence and studying habits
(Balanskat, Blamire, & Kefala, 2006). However, ICTs have negative effects besides
positive ones. Negative effects, for example, include using of computers for playing
games instead of learning, losing conventional skills and using knowledge roughly
(Jagdish, 2006). In this sense, the aspects, which obstruct learning or pedagogical
problems arising from innovations, should be dealt with carefully so that innovations
can be used more effectively in teaching and learning process.
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Deaney, Ruthven, & Hennessy, (2003), in a study investigating secondary
school students’ views about ICTs, found that the students state most of the benefits
of ICTs but they are concerned that such technologies might hinder effective and
efficient instruction. Some of the students think that ICTs will probably hinder
understanding of maths and applied science at conceptual level, decrease teachers’
interaction with students and teachers’ role can be weaker as they accept assistance
from students. In another study, the factors such as difficulty of integrating ICTs into
teaching; teachers lacking knowledge and skills; incompliance of software and
curriculum, students’ ability of using the technology better than teachers and
difference between program language and teaching language were found to hinder
integration of ICT (Pelgrum, 2001).

Webb and Cox (2004) in a review study, made some recommendations to
develop a pedagogical model for integration of ICTs into education. It is given that
teachers should use the instruments relevant to learner characteristics as well as
content knowledge for effective teaching. It is underlined that students’ attitude,
views and skills regarding ICTs should be considered for effective teaching. It is
recommended that concepts of cooperation with students in learning and monitoring
should be managed well by teachers. Within the context of this model, it is also
suggested for teachers to develop strategies for involving students in the lesson while
controlling them at the same time.

Another factor hindering integration of the technologies is related with
production processes of these technologies. During the development of information
and communication technologies in education, much attention is not being paid on
how they will be used in education and what kind of possible changes they will lead
in educational setting. Special emphasis is placed onto taking into consideration of
dealing with and discussing learning and instruction conditions diligently to gain
more educational benefits from these technologies (Laurillard, 2009; Pelgrum, 2001;
Watson, 2001).

To support schools with educational benefits of ICTs Turkish government
launched the Increasing Opportunities Improving Technology Movement (FATIH)
project across Turkey (Ministry of National Education (MoNE), 2013). With this
project, it is planned to equip 42.000 schools and 570.000 classes with the latest ICTs
(MONE, 2013). The aim of the project is to enable equal opportunities in education
and improving teaching and learning process with the help of these ICT tools. In this
context, this study investigates pedagogical problems caused by introduction of ICTs
in schools on the FATIH project. Following research questions were investigated
within the scope of this study:

« What are the pedagogical problems encountered by teachers in the
technology-enhanced learning environment?

« What are the pedagogical problems encountered by students in the
technology-enhanced learning environment?
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Method
Context

This study is carried out in the scope of pilot implementation of FATIH project,
which is a nationwide project started during 2012 spring semester. The pilot
implementation included 49 secondary and 3 elementary schools in 17 cities
representing all regions of Turkey. On the project, tablet computers were distributed
to 3 or 4 of the 9th grade classes including teachers for each pilot school, and an
interactive whiteboard specifically designed and developed for this project was
installed in the classrooms where those students take lessons. Moreover, each pilot
school was provided with document cameras and a multi-function printer. As seen in
Picture 1 interactive whiteboard has three parts; the electronic part, white board and
chalkboard. Electronic part, which was like a large tablet PC, has functions like a
computer. A teacher can use the electronic part and the white board simultaneously.
To use the chalkboard part, on the other hand, the white part should slide in front of
the electronic part.

Figure 1

Interactive Whiteboard

Tablet computers have Android operation system and they can be connected to
Internet near the electronic board. Students are not allowed to access Internet via
tablet PCs at home. They could not use any external storage tools as well. This
means there is no transfer of information between electronic board and tablets PCs at
the time of investigation. The teachers who teach in pilot classes also took tablet PC
with the same properties as the students’ tablet PC. Students could take lecture notes
and download course materials from Education Informatics Network (EBA) by using
the tablet PCs. Thus, while the teacher shows a course material on the electronic
board, students could open the same materials on their tablet PC.
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In this study, evaluation data were gathered from 4 cities and 8 pilot schools in
the Eastern Anatolia Region of Turkey. During the project evaluation, three types of
data collection methods were administrated. Firstly, comprehensive questionnaires
were administered to understand the perspectives of administrators, teachers,
students and parents. Secondly, each school was visited and at least three lectures
were observed in a classroom equipped with the technology. Lastly, formal group
interviews were conducted with administrators, teachers, students and parents.
Because pedagogical problems about learning environment are mostly concerned
with teachers, students and school principals, results obtained from parents were not
presented in this study.

Instruments

Pedagogical problems faced by teachers and students were in the scope of this
study. The teachers, students and school principals took questionnaire and they were
interviewed to determine pedagogical problems related to the project.

The teachers’ questionnaire includes 11 questions, students’ questionnaire
includes 12 questions and school principals’ questionnaire includes 6 questions
related to possible pedagogical problems the teachers and students are likely to
confront during the project. Questions were Likert type with 5 scales.

There were four teams in the project evaluation, which conducted evaluation in
different regions of Turkey. Two of the teams developed the questionnaires used in
this study. There were five researchers in both teams. Other teams were responsible
for reviewing the questionnaires. For the teachers’ questionnaire, other 6 experts also
reviewed the questionnaire and 2 cognitive interviews were conducted with teachers.
After the main implementation, a reliability analysis was conducted for each
dimension of questionnaire for teachers and reliability ranges were found between
Cronbach’s alpha 0.83-0.95.

Field Formal Group Interviews

Data was collected from unnatural group interviews. They were not natural
group interviews because all of the participants know each other, the number of
participants in each interview is less then five most of the time, and interviewees
rarely talked to each other (Gall & Gall, 2003; Marshall & Rossman, 1999).
Researchers investigated more than one field; therefore, each field was considered as
an individual entity (Gall, et. al, 2003). Interviews were not conducted individually
because a social desirability issue might be faced in this kind of study. In most
schools, teachers already felt that they are inquired about their technology use
although researchers explained that they are not exposed to evaluation in this study.
Thus, teachers might have felt anxious in individual interviews and give dishonest
answers. Therefore, group interviews were preferred for the teachers and students.

Data Collection Procedure

The teachers and school principals were notified about questionnaire
implementation process at least two days before. MoNE had already informed
schools about evaluation process. Questionnaires were published online and printed
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by the researchers in case of any problem with Internet access. The teachers, students
and school principals answered the questions at school time. Questionnaire
implemented to the teachers, students and school principals as seen in Table 1.

Table 1

Number of Participants Filled out the Questionnaires

City The number of The number of The number of
teachers students school principals
Erzurum 44 183 8
Rize 44 248 11
Erzincan 33 89 2
Bingol 46 147 10
Total 167 667 31

Interviews were conducted one month after the implementation of questionnaire.
On interview day, the teachers, students and school principals were interviewed in
schools’ meeting rooms. Teachers, students and school principals in 8 pilot schools
participated in the study. Teachers and students, who participated in interviews, were
using interactive whiteboards and they were distributed tablet computers. As
indicated before, only 9th grade high school students were given tablet PCs and
interactive whiteboards were established in those classrooms. The research team
invited those teachers, students and school principals to the interview; there was no
one who did not want to participate in interviews. Interviews took about one hour for
each session. At least two researchers took part in interviews. The interviews were
taped electronically and transcribed. One interview group of teachers, students and
school principals was formed in each pilot school. There were 3-5 teachers, 7-8
students and 1-2 school principals in each interview group. There were both male
and female participants in the groups.

Data Analysis

Firstly quantitative data were analysed. Then interview questions were
constructed to reveal the important results of the questionnaire. A descriptive
approach was used to show the results and more explanation were given by using
interview transcribes. Questionnaire data were analysed with SPSS 20. Transcribed
interviews were analysed with Nvivo 7. To provide reliability in interview analyses
two researchers constructed the main themes together and then an inter-ratter
reliability was conducted. According to Miles & Huberman (1994) reliability
analysis, two researchers coded several pages of interview transcriptions separately
and reliability score was calculated as 0,85. To resolve conflict two researchers got
together and conflicts were removed.
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Results
Pedagogical Problems Encountered by Teachers

According to Table 2, many participant teachers agree that students’ attention on
the course decreased due to immense interaction with tablets (38%), classroom
management got more difficult due to the students’ interest in the tablets (35%) and
ICT increased their workload outside the classroom (35%). On the other hand, more
than half of the teachers disagree with statements such as; the course content was not
applicable for using information technologies, ICT challenges their leadership role in
the class, their previous teaching methods and techniques are not satisfactory enough,
dependence on interactive board makes difficult to manage classroom and in-class
communication and interaction with students decreased.

Table 2
Pedagogical Problems Encountered by Teachers: Results of the Quantitative Data

Pedagogical problems: Please express your 28 8 = >
opinion about problems listed below g’ > 5 & 3 g 8 <
regarding FATIH project. E2 2 3 5 Eo Q&
N hao & =z < Hx = SD
Students’ attention on the course decreased 149 f 13 36 31 38 18 315 119
due to immense interaction with tablets. % 9 24 21 26 12 )
Classroom management got more difficult due 148 f 12 38 35 34 18 312 117
to the students’ interest in the tablets. % 8 26 24 23 12 7 ’
It increased my workload outside the f 13 42 32 34 18
149 3.07 1.19
classroom. % 9 28 21 23 12
I can use body language and eye contact less f 12 43 36 39 8
now. 149 % 8 29 24 26 5 2:99 108
In-class communication and interaction with f 17 61 30 27 8
students decreased. 149 % 11 41 20 18 5 268 110
The project was not compatible enough with f 15 63 33 18 8
the curriculum. 147 % 10 43 22 12 5 2.66 1.07
Teaching methods and techniques | used 148 f 20 54 37 23 4 263 105
previously were not sufficient. % 14 36 25 16 3 ]
My dependence on the interactive board 145 f 18 58 38 21 3 258 1.00
challenge my classroom management % 12 40 26 14 2 ' '
. . f 28 57 3 18 6
It challenges my leadership role in class. 149 % 19 38 23 12 4 2.47 1.08
Position of the interactive board affected the 149 f 26 65 29 12 6 944 107
seating arrangement negatively. % 17 44 19 8 4 ' '
The content of my course was not applicable 149 f 41 65 17 15 7 992 117
for using information technologies. % 28 44 11 10 5 '

According to interviews, there were six main problems that teachers
encountered. Although it is not a certain aspect of pedagogical problems, most of the
teachers mentioned about lack of technical skills. Table 3 shows the themes and
frequencies revealed in interviews.
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Table 3

Pedagogical Problems Encountered by Teachers: Results of the Qualitative Data

Groups of Citation

Number Number Number  Number of Ng?;:élof

Codes obtained from analysis of of of Student Teacher .
o Principal
Groups Citation  Groups Groups
Groups
Tq use the technologies lacking of 10 71 3 3 4
skills was felt
Workload increased 8 10 1 4 3
Classroom management got more
difficult 8 15 6 ! !
Teachers receiving assistance from 5 7 ) ) |
students
Teachers’ eye contact with the class
3 5 1 2

decreased
Teachers’ motivation decreased 1 1 1

All interview groups state that teachers felt lacking of skills to use the
technologies effectively. Some citations supporting this theme are given below in
this context:

“I know some colleagues are trying to use them and get efficiency at
highest extent, but some of them cannot manage it. They use them just as an
overhead projector...” (School principal)

“Teachers need training, as I said. We are used to it thanks to the pilot scheme;
but others don’t have required skills to use technology. There should be a
guiding program or smart people. In my opinion, the biggest problem with the
board is the lack of that connection in general...” (Student)

“Maybe it is because I am not an expert, but I spend even more time now. Still, 1
don’t know many things...” (Teacher)

“But I need training first. It could be 4 times totalling 1 hour a day. We need a
qualified computer teacher rather than a teacher with little knowledge and
expertise. They can give courses for 5 or 6 people for a while, not for a crowded
group at one time, like 30 ...” (Teacher)

It is understood from interviews that although it isn’t a direct pedagogical
problem, mostly it was indicated that with the project workload of the teachers
increased. Most of the teachers pointed out that they spend a lot of time outside
classroom to learn those technologies in order to be able to use them effectively.
They say that they need extra time for preparing materials and good content to use
the technology. Other interview groups, too, indicate that teachers’ workload
increased. A few examples quotes draw attention to the issues are presented below:
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“I said before that we already suffer from heavy workload. We have to cope
with regular courses, examination anxiety for students and we are rushing to
work. Now there is another task in hand! This time we have to consult others,
which is challenging for us. | said yesterday too, | could not keep up with the
curriculum in the 9th grade for the first time. It accelerated us. ...” (Teacher)

“They are even more interested. They are struggling more and solving more
problems than before. Also teachers are complaining that we are spoiled by
tablets and we do not study hard any longer.” (Student)

“It is all over Turkey, but it needs much time as every teacher is not able to do
that satisfactorily... ” (School principal)

Some of the teachers complain about the fact that they cannot make enough eye
contact with students due to using these technologies in the classroom. Students point
out the same.

“We lose eye contact with the teacher...” (Student)

“Am I turning too little for eye contact? Is failure because of this? Actually I am
turning back to ask if they need clarification. But not as efficient as before...”
(Teacher)

“Tablets lose eye contact...” (Teacher)

Another pedagogical problem stated by the interview groups was related to
classroom management. It was stated that classroom management gets more difficult
as a consequence of the innovations introduced. Interviews groups emphasized that
because students use their tablets and teachers focus on using the technologies in
class classroom management became harder. Relevant excerpts are as follows:

“Students sometimes concentrate on irrelevant content in their tablets while
teachers are teaching the lesson...” (School principal)

“Some friends in the classroom are not listening to the teacher when s/he is
teaching the lesson. They are dealing with their tablets. When the teacher tells
them off, there is disagreement in the classroom. Then when we ask, our friends
just repeat our questions. They do not follow what we say...” (Student)

“They are playing games during the lesson. Although the teacher warns them,
they continue playing...” (Student)

“I have seen many times. While I am teaching the lesson, some students open
their tablets without showing me the monitor. I cannot control what they 're
doing then, so I want to close it...” (Teacher)

“I caught my students playing basketball or racing game in tablets three or four
times. The teacher is obliged to check them one by one without touching the
board, but you cannot do anything on the board then ...” (Teacher)
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Pedagogical Problems Encountered by Students
Table 4

Pedagogical Problems Encountered by Students: Results of the Quantitative Data

=3 8 = =
S22 £ 3 £ g
LZ2 2 3 5B th 3
N 28 8 7z < p< > SD
They face problems while doing homework 626 f 113 134 81 101 197 397 151
requiring research. % 18 21 13 16 31 '
. f 153 179 107 93 96
They cannot do their homework on tablets. 628 % 24 29 17 15 15 3.22 1.52
Lack of eye contact between teacher and
students; focus on tablets, and following the 630 fo166 192 1116 75 81 302 138
lesson with heads down decrease interaction 0 ' '
with teacher. » 26030 18 1213
Students face difficulty in taking notes 631 f 119 127 122 148 115 206 145
during lessons because of using tablets. % 19 20 19 23 18 ™ '
Students face difficulty in following the 625 f 133 136 101 128 127 269 139
lesson because of using tablets. % 21 22 16 20 20 '
They don’t know how they should study on f 121 98 81 141 184
tablets. 625 %19 16 13 23 29 2014
Attention and concentration on the lesson f 190 155 122 86 78
decrease. 631 % 30 25 19 14 12 2:46 132
. . f 189 179 126 70 73
Sense of failure increases. 637 % 30 28 20 11 11 2.38 1.29
Using of tablets and interactive boards in 633 f 200 179 131 60 63 998 124
class hinders attending in lesson. % 32 28 21 9 10 T ‘
. f 254 218 84 39 41
Feeling bored due to the slow pace of lesson. 636 2.25 1.30

% 40 34 13 6 6

. . . 210 195 127 46 55
Distracted from using technology in lessons. 633 ; 33 31 20 7 5 2.05 1.17
0

As seen in Table 4, majority of the students disagree that information
technologies affect learning negatively. More than half of the students disagree on
the statements such as concentration and attention on the lesson decreased, sense of
failure increased, and attendance in lesson decreased, learning is not permanent and
interaction with teachers decreased. It is worth noting that 52 % of the students
indicate that they do not know how to use informational technologies for studying.

Qualitative analysis as seen in Table 5 showed eleven main themes related the
pedagogical problems encountered by students.
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Table 5

Pedagogical Problems Encountered by Students: Results of the Qualitative Data

Groups of Citation

Number Number Number Number of Number of
Codes obtained from analysis of of of Teacher S.C hQOI
Groups Citation Student Groups Principal
Groups Groups
Attention on the lesson is distracted. 12 28 8 2 2
Students spend their time outside class
with theseptechnologies. 1 18 4 5 2
Student became passive. 6 17 5 1
Students play games on tablets. 7 19 3 2 2
Academic achievement decreased. 6 11 3 3
Students’ hands are getting lazier. 4 6 4
Students are not listening to the lesson. 2 4 1 1
We cannot take notes because teachers 3 3 3
teach the lesson at a fast pace.
Interaction among students decreased. 2 3 2
Lasting learning is not achieved. 1 1 1
It affected our imagination negatively. 1 1 |

The results demonstrate that all of the interview groups complain about the fact
that students become distracted during lessons as a result of the innovations
introduced.

“Some friends in the classroom are not listening to the teacher when she/he is
teaching the lesson. They are dealing with their tablets. When the teacher warns
them, tension happens in the classroom. Then when we ask, our friends just
repeat our questions. They do not follow what we say....” (Student).

“I caught my students playing basketball or racing game in tablets three or four
times. The teacher is obliged to check them one by one without touching the
board, but you cannot do anything on the board then ...” (Teacher)

“Students sometimes concentrate on irrelevant content in their tablets while
teachers are teaching the lesson... ” (School principal)

“They might go into games secretly during the lesson only if they can manage.
They can do it outside the lesson and stay distracted from the lesson...” (Trainer
Teacher)

All of the interview groups also point out that the innovations brought by the
F@TIH project have a negative influence on students. They complain that students
spend most of their free time engaged in technology, they even do not go out during
break time and they are mostly busy with the interactive whiteboard or tablets. These
complaints are also evident in the quote provided below:
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“I haven'’t seen any changes. There were crowds of students in the school yard
before. But nobody goes out after the tablets. Everybody is playing games on
their tablets... ” (Students).

“For example I do not see any students going out during break hours any
longer...” (Teacher)

“The students were playing a video clip on the interactive whiteboard. Of
course we are not against it but they are at school and they shouldn’t do it in
class....” (School principal)

“You know, they are more knowledgeable than us. Once I found in a class that
students opened music files all over the board. Imagine!...” (Trainer Teacher)

Another pedagogical problem of the technologies on students is that the
technologies turn students into passive learners. Sample excerpts related to these
complaints are as the follows:

“Yes, we cannot take notes either because we do not listen to the lesson.
Success level decreases in this case because it is more lasting when you take
notes...” (Student)

“Students prefer one-by-one interaction with the teacher. In the past, it used to
be a surprise when the teacher draws a question on the board. But it is not a
surprise for students anymore! They can look and see the question all of a
sudden. Their mind is almost blocked. The magic disappeared. Students are not
curious about what the teacher draws on the question. They are in a hard
situation now because creative thinking way and curiosity was lost, ...”
(Teacher)

“We need to note that there is a traditional education understanding. You read
and take notes or underline, etc. At what extent did children use to have those
habits? At what extent did they lose them? In what way are they affected from
them? ....” (School principal)

Discussion and Conclusions

This study investigates pedagogical problems that were encountered by students
and teachers upon launching of the nation-wide technology integration project. Both
qualitative and quantitative findings show that teachers felt that they do not have
enough ability to use the technologies effectively, they have difficulty in classroom
management, they lost their leader role in the class, and they lost their
communication and interaction ability with their students.

Students disagreed with teachers on that technology has negative effects on their
academic achievement, technology does not provide permanent learning, it restricts
student-to-student interaction and communication and that it restricts their
imagination. However, according to the qualitative data, it was found that these
technologies cause many pedagogical challenges such as new classroom
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technologies’ distracting students’ attention, leading students’ spending most of their
time with them, causing students to become passive learners and use these
technologies for gaming only.

Teachers believe that as learning becomes individualized, it is disturbed by the
implementation of the project. The underlying idea is that students pay much
attention to these new technologies and disconnect from the learning context. Results
of several studies support that using mobile devices in classroom causes distraction
in learning (Kraushaar & David, 2010; Sana, Tina, & Nicholas, 2013; Wood,
Zivcakova, Gentile, Archer, De Pasquale, & Nosko, 2012). According to the
“attention theory”, quality and quantity of the information processed is affected from
the degree of attention towards the task (Sana, Tina, & Nicholas, 2013). Since tablet
computers have not been used effectively but they also carry many different
activities that attract students’ attention, students’ learning might have been
influenced negatively as teachers stated.

In most of the cases, time to learn new technologies causes some problems in
technology integration (Butler & Sellbom, 2002). In this study, teachers have not
stated such a problem but they complained about lack of knowledge to integrate them
into their teaching, similar to the results found in literature (Ghavifekr, Kunjappan,
Ramasamy, and Anthony, 2016 & Gil-Flores, Rodriguez-Santero, & Torres-Gordillo,
2017). In fact, the new technologies mentioned are not so different from the
technologies that they used before. Interactive whiteboards were like a large tablet
computer, which has a Pardus or Windows operating system, thus teachers using
computers, has no problem with using them. This situation made teachers keep using
the new technologies that are similar to the one they often used in the past (Butler &
Sellbom, 2002). Thus, teachers did not have difficulty in using them in teaching as
long as they found beneficial resources to show on interactive whiteboards. In fact
the difficulty for the teachers was that to prepare course materials to be used on
interactive whiteboard not to use technologies in technical meaning.

Teachers’ belief about the benefits of innovations has a significant effect on their
decisions to use educational technologies (Mumtaz, 2000; Ertmer, 2005; Ottenbreit-
Leftwich, Glazewski, Newby, & Ertmer, 2010). In parallel with this belief, in this
study, teachers have not reported a significant problem with using interactive
whiteboards since they have used them at least to show presentation slides. However,
they expressed many negative issues related with tablet computers. As Ottenbreit-
Leftwich et al (2010) stated, if teachers observe a positive relationship between
technology and learning engagement of students, their value beliefs associated with
their students increase. However, present study revealed that since there are not
enough course resources integrating interactive whiteboard and tablet PCs, they were
not used effectively and they cause distraction on students’ attention in the class.
Therefore, to avoid students’ using tablet PCs for out-class tasks, some technical
solutions might be developed like locking tablet PCs during the class. Also more
interactive programs should be developed to provide interactive whiteboard — tablet
PC integration. Contrary to teachers, students stated very few pedagogical problems
related with tablet computers. One reason might be that they were not aware of how
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technology can be used effectively for pedagogical purposes. Another reason might
be that students have already used tablet PC’s for different purposes and they were
pleased with doing so.

This study is conducted in the eastern part of Turkey. Students in that region
have lower socioeconomic status comparing with the other regions. Therefore, this
project has more value for them in terms of meeting new technologies for the first
time. Therefore, students’ reactions towards new technologies might be called as
novice effect. Many technical problems were reported by teachers since the project is
in its first year for both interactive whiteboards and tablet PC’s. This might influence
the perspectives of teachers. These two issues might be assumed as limitations in this
study. In the first implementation, there are not many resources and course materials
available in interactive whiteboards and tablet PCs. However, these materials have
been developed for each course and tablet PC’s might be used effectively after new
resources and materials are added.

In accordance with the results, researchers recommend that the extent at which
technical problems cause pedagogical problems should be investigated. To do this,
time series measurement should be taken since technical problems are solved
gradually. Similarly, after the establishment of new resources and course materials,
new measurements should be taken. Effective use should not be associated only with
the technology itself. Teachers’ beliefs and other external factors should be
investigated too.
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Abstract

The way people perceive teachers is closely linked to the way teachers are
represented through interactions that take place in-person, as well as
interactions that take place online. Even though teachers’ use of YouTube
videos as part of instruction has been examined in literature, there is no research
regarding how teachers are represented on YouTube. The aim of this study is to
evaluate YouTube videos concerning teachers in terms of how teachers are
portrayed. By adapting a similar methodology to Rittberg, Dissanayake, and
Katz (2015), the keyword “teacher” is searched on the YouTube search engine
(www.youtube.com) and the first 60 videos (3 pages) were analyzed. The list of
the videos and the basic information of each video (such as the video name,
URL, search rank, date uploaded, total viewership, likes, and dislikes) was
recorded. Each video’s content, cover image, and title were independently
coded by two reviewers as either negative, neutral, or positive in relation to the
following question: “In what manner is the teacher (or the concept of teacher)
portrayed in this video?” The results of this study clearly show that most of the
videos examined portray the teacher in a negative manner. Furthermore, among
the videos that portrayed the teachers negatively, a considerable amount
represented teachers in a sexual manner. The results were discussed in light of
the theory of Internet Information Gatekeepers (Laidlaw, 2010) and the theory
of social construction of reality (Berger & Luckmann, 1991). Based on the
findings of this study, following suggestion was made; Teacher education
departments in the higher education institutions should pay close attention to
prepare future teachers effectively so that the teachers are equipped with the
knowledge to address adverse teacher image abundant on the Internet. Such
programs should also emphasize the critical thinking, as it is pivotal in
establishing media literacy.

Keywords: perception of teachers, YouTube, the Theory of Internet
Information Gatekeepers, the Theory of Social Construction of Reality
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Ogretmenlerle ilgili YouTube Videolarmin Analizi

Insanlarin  6gretmenleri nasil algiladiklari, onlarin birebir, yiiz yiize
etkilesimlerinin yani sira internetteki etkilesimleri ile de iliskilidir. Literatiirde
ogretmenlerin verdikleri egitimin bir parcast olarak YouTube’u kullanmalari
incelenmis olmasina ragmen, Ogretmenlerin YouTube’ta nasil temsil
edildiklerine yonelik bir c¢alisma bulunmamaktadir. Bu ¢alismanin amaci,
ogretmenlerle ilgili YouTube videolarinda &gretmenlerin nasil sunuldugunu
incelemektir. Rittberg, Dissanayake ve Katz’in 2015 yilinda yayimlanan
calismasinin  metoduna benzer bir metod kullanilarak, YouTube
(www.youtube.com) arama motoruna “6gretmen” kelimesi yazilarak elde edilen
ilk {i¢ sonu¢ sayfasindaki 60 video incelenmistir. Arama sonucunda elde edilen
videolarla ilgili su bilgiler kaydedilmistir: video adi, URL, arama siralamasi,
videonun yiiklenme tarihi, izlenim sayisi, begenilme ve begenilmeme sayisi.
Videolarin her biri “Bu videoda 6gretmen ya da O6gretmen kavrami nasil
sunulmus? (olumsuz, tarafsiz ya da olumlu) sorusu baglaminda iki bagimsiz
kodlayict tarafindan kodlanmistir. Sonuglar incelenen videolarin g¢ogunda
ogretmenlerin olumsuz bir sekilde sunuldugunu agikca ortaya koymustur. Hatta,
Ogretmenleri olumsuz bir sekilde sunan videolarmm Onemli bir kisminin
ogretmenleri miistehcen sundugu tespit edilmistir. Elde edilen sonuglar Internet
Bilgi Esik Bekgileri teorisi (Laidlaw, 2010) ve Gergekligin Sosyal Insasi teorisi
(Berger & Luckmann, 1991) 1s18inda tartisilmistir. Calismanin sonuglarina bagl
olarak su tavsiyede bulunulmustur: Yiiksek egitim kurumlarindaki 6gretmen
egitimi programlar1 gelecek nesil 6gretmenleri yetistirirken internette bolca
rastlanan olumsuz Ogretmen imajmna yonelik hazirlikli olmaya 6zen
gostermelidirler. ~ Ayrica bu  programlar medya  okuryazarliginin
olusturulmasinda ¢ok 6nemli bir yere sahip olan elestirel diisiinceye agirlik
vermelidir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: ogretmen algisi, YouTube, Internet Bilgi Esik
Bekgileri teorisi, Gergekligin Sosyal Ingasi teorisi
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Introduction

The invention of the World Wide Web has drastically impacted the way we live.
It affects all domains of human life, including education and the teaching profession.
One of the most prevalent media sources used in schools today is YouTube.
YouTube is a video-sharing platform which hosts free video content uploaded by
users across the globe. Currently, YouTube has over a billion users. These videos
posted on the YouTube website generate billions of views every single day.
YouTube has become so extensively popular that it now reaches more 18-34 and 18-
49 year-olds compared to any cable channel in the U.S. (YouTube, 2016). As the
largest and most popular video sharing website in the world, YouTube houses many
different forms of videos ranging from professionally-made, to amateur. The videos
on this site makeup a very diverse mixture of subject matter spanning from
educational content to content intended for entertainment purposes. Because modern
education is encouraged to be innovative (see Snyder & Burke, 2008), the use of
YouTube is perceived as an innovative practice that keeps students’ attention alive
while also making the learning experience indelible (Clifton & Mann, 2011).

The use of YouTube videos both in and out of the classroom has many benefits,
such as making instruction more engaging and reducing the time spent in class for
instruction. One of the reasons for the popularity of YouTube videos for educational
purposes is that such videos are in alignment with the domains of Bloom's taxonomy,
as stated by May, Wedgeworth, and Bigham (2013). Bloom’s taxonomy can be
examined in three main domains: cognitive, affective, and psychomotor. The
educational videos address the cognitive domain through the application of the
specific knowledge covered by the videos. Along with the introduction of the
content, videos enable students to raise questions about the values or the behaviors
represented in the content through the evaluative examination of the content. Thus,
they address the affective domain of Bloom’s taxonomy. This could be apparent
when students’ state that they remember the video itself because of the way it made
them feel, while not remembering the specific course content. YouTube videos could
also be used to show how particular psychomotor activity is executed (May,
Wedgeworth, & Bigham, 2013). By addressing the three main domains of Bloom’s
taxonomy, YouTube videos can hold significant educational value.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework for this current research study was based on the
theory of social construction of reality (Berger & Luckmann, 1991), and the theory
of Internet Information Gatekeepers (Laidlaw, 2010).

Despite its popularity in the general public and teaching profession, the way the
website ranks videos is a mystery, as there is no official explanation for how
YouTube ranks the videos. Is it the number of views, keyword relevance, video
rating, or a combination of these factors? The nature of the algorithm (or any other
calculation on the decision used to rank any given video) is not clear for the outside
users. Because of this vague and classified element, the YouTube website acts like an
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Internet gatekeeper with secrecy. According to Internet Information Gatekeepers
theory, by controlling the flow of information, the discussion and involvement in
societies are shaped and controlled by the Internet gatekeepers. While some
information is selected for distribution, other is eliminated. By doing so, the Internet
gatekeepers could have the role of facilitating discussions on social issues, which can
then shape the perception of others as they decide what is to be distributed (selection)
and what is not to be distributed (inhabitation) (Laidlaw, 2010). Namely, by the
control of the flow of information, the Internet gatekeepers take role in shaping the
democratic discourse (Laidlaw, 2010). According to Laidlaw (2010), such
gatekeepers have two main roles: “one outward-looking shaping behaviour or
perceptions and the other inward-looking by inhibiting behaviour or access.
Recognising such dual purposes transfers well to the Internet environment, where
gatekeepers have the capacity to act both as facilitators of and impediments to
democratic discourse” (Laidlaw, 2010, p. 265).

The perception of any group in any given society is closely linked with how this
particular group is represented in the media. Any social concept is not shaped in
isolation, but through social interactions. How people perceive teachers is closely
linked to the way teachers are represented through interactions that take place in-
person, as well as interactions that take place online. In this study, another theory
could be useful to shape the framework of this research and help us better understand
the process of shaping a social concept: The theory of social construction of reality
(Berger & Luckmann, 1991). According to this theory, individuals generate reality
based on past collective interactions. In this current research study, such interactions
refer to virtual interactions — videos of interactions involving educators. The way
individuals perceive teachers in our society is closely linked to the way those
individuals treat teachers. Therefore, perception of any social group is a very
important factor, as perceptions will often feed the potential actions. Considering the
term “teacher”, as a concept shaped by virtual social interactions, the magnitude of
the responsibility of Internet platforms such as YouTube becomes more apparent.

Even though teachers’ use of YouTube videos as part of instruction has been
examined in literature (i.e., O'Connor, 2010; Tamim, 2013), there is no research
regarding how teachers are represented on YouTube. It would be interesting to see
how the teachers themselves, as one of the main users of YouTube, are portrayed on
YouTube. Therefore, researching and analyzing the way teachers are portrayed on
videos hosted by YouTube becomes critically important. If the students were asked
by teachers to search on YouTube for information, what would they find about
teachers on YouTube? Could the findings have an impact on the learning based on
the way the videos shape the concept of teachers and their role in relation to
students?

The current content analysis examines the coverage of teachers on YouTube.
The objectives of this study are to provide a qualitative analysis of videos on teachers
and to discuss the significance of fairly representing teachers on online platforms
such as YouTube.
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Method

By adapting a similar methodology to Rittberg, Dissanayake and Katz (2015),
the keyword “teacher” is searched on the YouTube search engine
(www.youtube.com) and the first 60 videos (3 pages) were analyzed separately by
the author and a second coder. The list of the videos and the basic information of
each video (such as the video name, URL, search rank, date uploaded, total
viewership, likes, and dislikes) was recorded between 8:00 AM-10:00 EST on
Monday, November 30, 2015. Using the search term “teacher”, the first 60 videos on
YouTube were analyzed. Each video’s content, cover image, and title were
independently coded by two reviewers as either negative, neutral, or positive in
relation to the following question: “In what manner is the teacher (or the concept of
teacher) portrayed in this video?” In the case of a discrepancy between raters, a third
rater evaluated the video. Only English or partially English videos were reviewed.

Results

Using the search term “teacher” in the search engine resulted in about 8,780,000
videos. The first 60 videos (3 pages) on YouTube were analyzed. Initial analysis
showed that one video was repeated in the search result; therefore, the repeated video
was excluded from the analysis, resulting in 59 videos to be analyzed. These videos
were analyzed separately in terms of content, title, and the cover image of each video
by the author and a second coder. The initial inter-rater reliability between the coders
was determined by computing Cohen’s kappa coefficient (Cohen, 1960), for three
categories; the content, the cover image, and the title of the videos. While
percentage agreement does not disregard potential chance agreement, kappa makes
adjustments for the potential agreement between raters that could occur by chance
(Yoder & Symons, 2010). Cohen’s kappa between the coders was found to be 0.90
for the content of the videos, 0.86 for the video cover images, and 0.97 for the title of
the videos. After discussing the initial results, a complete agreement was reached
between the raters, and therefore, the result of re-computation of Cohen’s kappa was
1.

In terms of the content of the videos, 66.1% percent of the videos were coded as
negative, 16.9% neural and 16.9% positive. As for the cover image of the videos,
52.5% of the videos were coded as negative, 35.6% neutral, and 11.9% positive. The
results also showed that 57.6% of the titles of the videos were coded as negative,
30.5% neutral, and 11.9% positive (see Figure 1 and Figure 2).



90 AN ANALYSIS OF YOUTUBE VIDEOS ABOUT TEACHERS

Figurel
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Twenty-five percent of the video content, 11.9% of the video titles (such as
“Porn teacher,” “Sexing teacher ‘asked me to send naked pics’”), and 25.4% of the
cover image of the videos contained sexuality. Altogether, 28.8% of the videos had
sexuality in their content, title, and/or their cover image (see Figure 3).

Figure 3

Sexuality elements of the examined YouTube videos on Teachers
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Overall, 74.6% of the videos were coded as negative, 6.8% neutral, and 18.6%
positive in terms of content, title, or cover image of the videos. In the overall coding
process for each individual video, a video was automatically coded negative if it was
coded negative in at least one of the three categories (content, image, or title). If the
videos were coded as neutral, it meant that the videos were coded as neutral in all
three of the categories. The videos were coded as positive if all three categories of
the video were coded positive, or if there was any positive and neutral combination
with no negative coding (see Figure 4).
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Figure 4

Overall Nature of the Examined YouTube videos on Teachers
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Among the top 10 most liked videos, 9 were overall negative, 1 was overall
positive, and 3 were also overall sexual. In terms of the top 10 most-viewed videos, 8
were overall negative, 2 were positive, and 7 of them were also overall sexual.

Discussion

The results of this study clearly show that most of the videos examined portray
the teacher in a negative manner. Furthermore, among the videos that portrayed the
teachers negatively, a considerable amount represented teachers in a sexual manner.
The teaching profession continues to be faced with such negativity in today’s society.
Adding more negativity to the profession by portraying teachers on YouTube
negatively makes the issue even more problematic.

I argue that YouTube’s practices fit well with the framework laid out by the
theory of Internet Information Gatekeepers (Laidlaw, 2010). First, I would like to
address the issue of controlling the flow of information. YouTube has a larger
audience and is freely available to any individual with access to the Internet.
Therefore, YouTube has the potential to have a large influence on public discourse.
YouTube controls the flow of information by selecting what information to make
public. In this case, control is exercised by selecting which videos to show up in the
search result and on what rank they will appear, and eliminating (removing the
video) or reducing the chance of some of the other videos (pushing the rank of the
video down). Online platforms like YouTube are both facilitators and inhibitors of
democratic discourse. The concept of democratic discourse is rooted in the idea that
diverse opinions (in this case, videos with diverse opinions) should have a fair
chance of coverage on the democratic platforms (in this case, YouTube). By
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providing a fair coverage of teachers, online platforms such as YouTube can
facilitate current democratic discussions about teachers. Similarly, if the videos that
portray teachers in a positive or non-negative manner appear at the very low rank in
the search results due to the complex and vague calculations and/or other factors
determining the ranking formula, such video sharing sites may inhibit the democratic
discussions.

Via elimination of certain videos approaching the concept of teacher in a way
that is not sensational, the Internet video platforms play a significant role in shaping
people’s perception of the social concepts such as teachers.

| also argue that practices employed by YouTube fit well with the theory of
social construction of reality (Berger & Luckmann, 1991). By eliminating (or
lowering the possibility of the being watch) certain videos, thus funneling the
viewers to videos that are biased or simply distort or exaggerate the reality about
teachers, YouTube takes part in the process of shaping the reality of teachers in our
society. Namely, YouTube plays a significant role in the shaping of what people
think of teachers, thus, the social construction of the concept of teachers.

If a naive person, as in someone knowing nothing about the teaching profession
or teachers, were to conduct a search on teachers, the videos he or she would
discover would be very disturbing in terms of the nature and role of educators. This
person would be inclined to think that what goes on in schools is largely a sexual
matter, and that teachers are sexual predators.

The values of any society are vulnerable if they are not protected. Putting
pressure on social media about representing teachers in a fair way is an action taken
towards the protection of society’s values. If no action is taken, the teaching
profession, as noble as it is, faces a real threat of being represented as a profession
tainted with sexuality and negativity in the eyes of the society.

As much as it is pivotal to apply pressure to social media outlets about the fair
representation of teachers, it is equally important to educate the public (especially the
students) on critical literacy. Removing all of the misrepresentations from the
Internet is not viable, thus, promoting critical literacy skills is pivotal. Such
promotion of critical thinking focusing specifically on the Internet should be
executed by providing concrete examples so that the awareness on the biased
practices employed by the social media outlets could be increased. Teacher
education departments in the higher education institutions should pay close attention
to prepare future teachers effectively so that the teachers are equipped with the
knowledge to address adverse teacher image abundant on the Internet.

Acknowledgement: This research was funded by the School of Education at the
University of Mississippi.
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Mediation Role of Self-Efficacy Perceptions in the Relationship
between Emotional Intelligence Levels and Social Entrepreneurship
Traits of Pre-Service Teachers
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to examine the motivator role of self-
efficacy in relationship between pre-service teachers' emotional intelligence
levels and social entrepreneurship characteristics. Relational model was used in
this study. The participants of the research are 360 pre-service teachers in
different programs from Kilis 7 Aralik University Muallim Rifat Faculty of
Education. To collect data, "social entrepreneurship scale of pre-service
teachers," "Self-efficacy scale" and "emotional intelligence scale" were used.
To analyze data, descriptive statistics, correlation analysis and the bootstrap
method was used to determine motivator effect. As a result of analysis of the
research data, statistically significant relationships with positive correlation
were found between self-efficacy, emotional intelligence of pre-service
teachers, and social entrepreneurial characteristics. In addition, self-efficacy
perception was found to be a partial moderator role between social
entrepreneurship characteristics and emotional intelligence level of pre-service
teachers. Pre-service teachers understand their own and others' feelings and
have the ability to manage. Thus, self-efficacy perceptions are influenced in a
positive way, they trust more to their own knowledge, skills and abilities when
it comes to a specific task. Therefore, the development of some entrepreneurial
characteristics are positively affected towards a social problem to be solved
voluntarily. Also emotional intelligence level of pre-service teachers and self-
efficacy together explain 62% of the total variance of the characteristics of
social entrepreneurship. In this context, in training teachers who are sensitive to
social problems, and in an attempt to get sustainable innovative solutions,
thereby creating social value, perceptions of self-efficacy and emotional
intelligence are to important variables. Community service applications and rich
experiences in social responsibility projects to improve emotional intelligence
and self-efficacy perception of pre-service teacher are needed.

Keywords: Self-efficacy, emotional intelligence, social entrepreneurship,
pre-service teacher
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Ogretmen Adaylarinin Duygusal Zeka ve Sosyal Girisimcilik
Ozellikleri Arasindaki Iliskide Oz Yeterlik Algilarinin Aracihik Rolii

Oz

Bu aragtirmanin amaci, 6gretmen adaylarinin duygusal zeka diizeyi ile
sosyal girisimcilik 6zellikleri arasindaki iliskide 6z yeterlik algilarinin aracilik
roliini incelemektir. Arastirmada iligkisel tarama modeli kullanilmigtir.
Aragtirmanin katilimcilarim Kilis 7 Aralik Universitesi Muallim Rifat Egitim
Fakiiltesi’ndeki farkli programlarda Ogrenim goren 360 ogretmen adayi
olusturmaktadir. Arastirma verilerinin toplanmasinda “Ogretmen adaylarinin
sosyal girisimcilik dlgegi”, “Oz yeterlik 6lgegi” ve “Duygusal zekd 6lgedi”
kullanilmustir. Arastirma verilerinin analizinde betimsel istatistikler, korelasyon
analizi ve aracilik etkisini belirmek amactyla bootstrap yontemi kullanilmustir.
Aragtirma verilerinin analizi sonucunda; 6gretmen adaylarmin duygusal zeka
diizeyi, 0z yeterlik algis1 ve sosyal girisimcilik dzellikleri arasinda pozitif yonde
anlaml iligkiler oldugu goriilmiistiir. Ayrica 6gretmen adaylarinin duygusal
zeka diizeyi ile sosyal girisimcilik 6zellikleri arasindaki iliskide 6z yeterlik
algisnin kismi aracilik roliine sahip oldugu sonucu elde edilmistir. Ogretmen
adaylarinin  kendisinin ve baskalarinin duygularmi anlama ve yOnetme
becerisine sahip olmasi; 6z yeterlik algilarmi olumlu yonde etkilemekte,
Ogretmen aday1 belirli bir isi yapabilme konusunda kendi bilgi, beceri ve
yeteneklerine daha fazla giivenmekte, bu da 6gretmen adaylarinin herhangi bir
karsilik beklemeden toplumsal problemleri ¢6zmeye yonelik kendisini harekete
geciren bazi girisimci Ozelliklerinin gelisimine olumlu katki saglamaktadir.
Arastirmada son olarak &gretmen adaylarmin duygusal zeka diizeyi ile 6z
yeterlik algilar1 birlikte sosyal girisimcilik 6zelliklerine ait toplam varyansin %
62’sini agikladig1 goriilmiistiir. Bu kapsamda toplumsal problemlere duyarli, bu
problemlere siirdiiriilebilir yenilik¢i ¢oziimler bulabilme gayret ve ¢abasi icinde
olan, bdylece sosyal deger yaratabilen 6gretmenlerin yetistirilmesinde duygusal
zeka ve 6z yeterlik algisinin dnemli iki degisken oldugu sdylenebilir. Ogretmen
adaylarmin duygusal zekd ve 0z yeterlik algilarin1 dolayisiyla sosyal
girisimcilik 6zelliklerini gelistirmek icin topluma hizmet uygulamalari ve
toplumsal sorumluluk projesi gibi derslerde zengin yasantilar gecirmeleri
saglanmalidir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: 6z yeterlik, duygusal zeka, sosyal girisimcilik,
Ogretmen aday1
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Introduction

Educational institutions are organizations that possess contemporary qualities
(Argon & Selvi, 2013), are competent in economic, social, cultural and even political
matters (Najafi, Ghahfarokhi, Shafiei & Afsouran, 2014), learn to learn, creative, and
innovative (Numanoglu, 1999;Calik & Sezgin, 2005), in other words, that aim to
train entrepreneurial individuals (Akar & Aydin, 2015).

The concept of entrepreneurship is derived from the word "Entreprendre”, a
French word that means to embark, to commence, to undertake (Ahmadpor Dariani,
2005). Mill (1848) stated that entrepreneurship is composed of different components
such as management, supervision, control and risk taking. Duren and Niemen (2005)
defined entrepreneurship as the ability to demonstrate a higher performance in the
production process and produce innovations, but also focused on risk taking and
awareness about the opportunities available in the environment as essential skills that
an entrepreneur must possess. Drucker (1985) argued that there was a mutual
relationship between creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship. Drucker proposed
that there could be no entrepreneurship without creativity and innovation. In a study
conducted with entrepreneurs by Jeff (1989), it was concluded that the primary
objective of entrepreneurs is to innovate, while the secondary objective is to achieve
economic benefits. According to Hisrich, Langan-Fox and Grant (2007),
entrepreneurship is an important factor for employment, economic growth,
innovation, improvement of product and service quality and competition. According
to Kim, Aldrich and Keister (2003), entrepreneurial activity has a vital role in the
economic growth and development of a nation. According to Bednarzik (2000),
entrepreneurship promotes innovation, new businesses and global competition on a
national and institutional basis. Aldrich (1999) emphasized that entrepreneurship has
a significant role in the development of the economy and sustenance of institutions.

Entrepreneurship is not only considered an economic, but also a social activity.
This perspective has resulted in the emergence of the social entrepreneurship
approach. Social entrepreneurship, which at its core contains socialness and
entrepreneurship, involves solving the social problems with an entrepreneurial
approach in its simplest form (Giler, 2008). Concepts of social entrepreneurship and
social entrepreneur were defined by different authors in different ways (Dees, 1998).
Dees (1998) defined social entrepreneurs as those with social objectives. According
to Thake and Zadek (1997), social entrepreneurs act with the desire to establish
social justice. According to Reis (1999), social entrepreneurs create social values by
using financial resources with an innovative approach to ensure social, economic and
societal development. According to Drayton (2002), social entrepreneurs are
significant agents of change that are focused on identifying, addressing and resolving
social problems. According to Alford, Brown and Letts (2004), social entrepreneurs
generate innovative solutions for existing social problems and mobilize ideas, talents,
resources and social regulations necessary for social transformation. According to
Miller, Grimes, McMullen and Vogus (2012), social entrepreneurs put forward
innovative business models that address social problems and complex social needs.
Based on the above mentioned definitions and as Aileen Boluk and Mattiar (2014)
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mentioned, it could be argued that social entrepreneurs focus on solving social
problems in the society and providing for the social needs instead of achieving
commercial income. According to Martin and Osberg (2007), the most important
difference between conventional entrepreneurs and social entrepreneurs is the fact
that while entrepreneurs are motivated by money, social entrepreneurs are motivated
by altruism (thinking about others) and benevolence (p. 34). Therefore, social
entrepreneurship processes are different from the processes in conventional
entrepreneurship in terms of objective and motivation, although these processes are
similar to those of traditional or commercial entrepreneurships. Interest in social
motivators has become a main precondition for all social entrepreneurship studies.
Furthermore, it was considered a decisive feature of social entrepreneurship.
Entrepreneurs and social entrepreneurs are generally separated based on whether
they are motivated by profit (Aileen et al., 2014). Social entrepreneurs need to
generate financial profits as well in order to continue their mission although their
primary aim is to find permanent solutions for social problems and to create social
values. For the social entrepreneur, economic value does not represent the ultimate
goal, but it must be taken seriously as it is an important aspect that ensures the
sustainability of innovation, initiatives and financing (Mair & Marti 2005, p. 39).
Thus, Whitman (2011) emphasized that social entrepreneurs create and implement
applicable economic models to achieve their social and environmental goals.

Social entrepreneurs emerge in situations where the public or private sector is
unable to fulfill the current needs in areas such as education, welfare, environment
and health sufficiently. They diverge from conventional entrepreneurs by pursuing a
social mission and focusing on social needs (Austin, Stevenson & Wei-Skillern,
2006), and endeavor to maximize their social impact to achieve their social
objectives (Sherman, 2006). They consider that they could only improve the well-
being of the inadequate, neglected and over-disadvantaged population to the highest
level by this method (Martin & Osberg, 2007, p. 35).

When the characteristics of social entrepreneur teachers are considered, it could
be observed that they possess qualities such as self-motivation, determination,
ambition, charisma, leadership, risk taking, communicating their vision, inspiration,
high level use of resources (Shaw & Carter, 2007, p. 422), extroversion and being
open to experiences (Akar & Aydin, 2015). Empathy and high motivation levels are
necessary traits for a social entrepreneur (Pearce, 2003). These traits considerably
refer to emotional intelligence and self-efficacy perception.

Emotional intelligence refers to cognitive processes involved in recognizing,
understanding, and managing the emotions of the self and other people in order to
solve the problems the individual faces and to regulate her / his behavior (Mayer &
Salovey, 1997). According to Goleman (1995), emotional intelligence includes
innate and acquired abilities, skills and potentials. In various studies, emotional
intelligence has been demonstrated to have significant effects on individual and
organizational variables such as psychological well-being, establishing high quality
social relationships and success in career, problem recognition and solving, job
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satisfaction, job participation, job performance and job loyalty (Schutte , Malouff,
Thorsteinsson, Bhullar & Rooke, 2007; Mayer, Roberts & Barsade, 2008; Lopes,
Brackett, Nezlek, Schiitz, Sellin & Salovey 2004; Romannelli, Cains & Smith, 2006;
O'Boyle, Humphrey, Pollack & Story, 2011; Carmeli, 2003; Zampetakis, Kafetsios,
Bouranta, Dewett & Moustakis, 2009; Ashkanasy & Daus, 2005; Cherniss, 2010).

Based on previous studies, emotional intelligence has an important impact on the
entrepreneur behavior. Entrepreneurs with a high level of emotional intelligence are
more resilient to environmental oppression, better understand their negative
emotions, and can regulate their emotions to reduce stress. This fact increases the
entrepreneurial behavior. Entrepreneurs with high emotional intelligence can
demonstrate high-level creative behavior (Kamalian & Fazel, 2011; Nikolaou &
Tsaousis, 2005). Positive emotions were observed to encourage cognitive flexibility
and creativity in studies conducted on new ideas and recognition of opportunities
(Staw, Sutton & Pelled, 1994). According to George and Zhou (2007), positive
emotions enable individuals to be more creative, and to come up with more ideas. In
a study conducted by Forgas (1989), it was determined that positive emotions
developed problem solving skills in the decision making process. Weitzel, Urbig,
Desai, Sanders and Acs (2010) reported that creativity reduced egoistic desires in a
study. The same study demonstrated that more creative individuals exhibited higher
levels of sacrificial behavior. According to Goleman (1995), individuals with high
levels of emotional intelligence have great ability to help people, solve their
problems and take responsibility. According to Baron (2008), although positive
emotions increase the creativity of entrepreneurs and their ability to recognize
opportunities, they also play a significant role in transforming the experiences of
entrepreneurs into solutions through intuitive processes. A study conducted by
Yitshaki (2012) showed that the charismatic and inspirational behavior of
entrepreneurs that is considered to be effective on their followers to recognize and
manage their emotions have an important impact on the emergence of new
entrepreneurial behavior.

In studies conducted by different researchers, it was concluded that
entrepreneurial behavior requires the ability to establish effective communications
with others. The ability to interact with other people depends on high level of
emotional intelligence and is significant for the ability to take advantage of
opportunities and innovations (Chell & Baines, 2000; Duchseneau & Gartner, 1990;
Rauch & Frese, 2007). Zampetakis et al. (2009) stated that emotional intelligence
influences entrepreneurial behavior in two ways. First, individuals with high levels of
emotional intelligence are more resilient to stress through self-efficacy. Second,
those with a high level of emotional intelligence are proactive individuals, which in
turn have more creative tendencies that enable them to engage in entrepreneurial
behavior.

In a study on entrepreneurial behavior in organizations, it was concluded that
emotional intelligence was related to individual entrepreneurial behavior such as
independent / autonomous - integrative / collaborative behavior (Zampetakis et al.,
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2009). However, it was observed that emotional intelligence affected entrepreneur
behavior such as conciliation, procuring and organizing resources, determination and
utilization of opportunities, stress management and leadership (Foo, Elfenbein, Tan
& Aik, 2004; Rozell, Pettijohn & Parker, 2004). Jamshidi, Pool, and Khoshkorodi
(2012) indicated that emotional intelligence plays an important role in enhancing
self-efficacy perception of employees in the work environment.

Self-efficacy is considered as the most important component of achievement in
Bandura's social cognitive learning theory and positive psychology. Self-efficacy has
a decisive impact on the ability of the individual to control her / his emotions,
thoughts and activities, as well as being an important factor in achieving a successful
performance. Self-efficacy is the thoughts of an individual about self-capacity
(Halper & Vancouver, 2016). Self-efficacy perception is defined as the belief of an
individual in her or his own capacity to determine and implement the behavior
required to achieve an objective (Bandura, 1997). Self-efficacy is a productive force
in which cognitive, social, emotional and behavioral skills are effectively organized
to achieve various goals. Therefore, self-efficacy influences the outcome of future
actions and situations (Baron, Mueller & Wolfe, 2016). Self-efficacy is an important
motivational structure that affects individual preferences, goals, emotional reactions,
efforts and determination (Stajkovic & Luthans 1998). Self-efficacy is the basis of
individual motivation, general well-being and personal success in life. Individuals
are less willing to take action to confront difficulties unless they believe that their
actions will result in the desired outcomes (Pajares, 2002). According to Krueger,
Reilly and Carsrud (2000), self-efficacy is a prerequisite for entrepreneurship.
Individuals with high self-efficacy have more internal motivation to conduct
entrepreneurial task. They continue to make efforts without giving up, act in a more
determined manner even when they face obstacles and mishaps. According to Heath
& Tversky (1991), self-efficacy perception also has a significant impact on the risk
taking tendency of an individual. Tierney and Farmer (2002) reported that an
individual’s creativity is generally influenced by the same individual’s self-efficacy.
Bandura (1997) indicated that individuals with a high level of self-efficacy
perception are more likely to have challenging goals and creativity. Studies
demonstrated that self-efficacy perception has a significant influence on
entrepreneurial intentions and behavior (Sanchez, 2011; Shook & Bratianu, 2010;
Pihie, 2009).

Today, when we consider the increasing global problems, there are several
prevailing economic, social and health problems such as poverty and unemployment,
hunger, various diseases, human rights, education and housing, and especially the
negative consequences of wars and natural disasters (Akar & Aydin, 2015). It is,
therefore, important to train social entrepreneur teachers who are sensitive to all
above mentioned social problems and who try to solve these problems without
expecting any compensation and who can create social values that could benefit all
humanity. Because the teaching profession is not a profession limited to the activities
of teaching conducted under the roof of the school. One of the most important
functions of the teacher and the school is to produce permanent solutions to global
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social problems and to conduct work that would benefit humanity. Social
entrepreneur teachers do not have the intention and anxiety to make an economic
gain when spending all these efforts. They are individuals who are motivated with
the happiness of doing good for the humanity. According to Konakli and Gogiis
(2013), the design and realization of activities that can contribute to the development
and change of the school environment are among the social entrepreneurship roles of
the teachers. For instance, designing beneficial adult education, social welfare
services, and learning products are the tools the entrepreneur teacher uses to respond
to community problems and needs. Recently, interest in the social entrepreneurship
roles of pre-service teachers was also reflected in studies. Literature review would
demonstrate that these studies were concentrated on development of scales to
determine social entrepreneurship traits of pre-service teachers (Konakli & Gogiis,
2013), social entrepreneurship traits of social studies teachers (Cermik & Sahin,
2015; Yazici, Uslu & Ank, 2016), and the correlations between social
entrepreneurship traits and personal traits (Akar & Aydm, 2015) and lifelong
learning trends (Sezen-Giiltekin & Giir-Erdogan, 2016) and self-efficacy perceptions
of pre-service teachers (Konakli, 2015). In the present study, the mediating role of
self-efficacy perceptions on the correlation between emotional intelligence levels and
social entrepreneurship traits of pre-service teachers was examined. Thus, the
research hypotheses were constructed as follows:

Hi: Emotional intelligence levels of pre-service teachers significantly predict
their social entrepreneurship traits.

H2: Emotional intelligence levels of pre-service teachers significantly predict
their self-efficacy perceptions.

Hs: Self-efficacy perceptions of pre-service teachers significantly predict their
social entrepreneurship traits.

Ha: Self-efficacy perceptions play a role of mediation in the relationship between
emotional intelligence levels and social entrepreneurship traits of pre-
service teachers.

Method

The present study was conducted based on relational screening model.
Relational screening model is a research model aimed to determine the presence or
degree of covariance between two or more variables (Karasar, 2006). In the present
study, the relationships between the emotional intelligence level, self-efficacy
perception and social entrepreneurship traits of pre-service teachers were examined.

Population and Sample

The population of the study included pre-service teachers attending Kilis 7
Aralik University Muallim Rifat Education Faculty during the 2015-2016 academic
year. Data collection tools were sent to 1120 pre-service teachers who were studying
in the faculty via e-mail. However, 360 scale forms were returned by the students.
Thus, all statistical procedures were performed with the data obtained from 360 pre-
service teachers. 37.8% of pre-service teachers were male, 62.2% were females;
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18,1% were studying to become science teachers, 21,1% were studying to become
preschool teachers, 15% were studying to become classroom teachers, 26,4% were
studying to become social studies teachers and 19,4% were studying to become
Turkish teachers; 13.6% were freshmen, 22.2% were sophomores, 17.5% were
juniors and 46.7% were senior students.

Data Collection Tools

Emotional intelligence scale, self-efficacy scale, social entrepreneurship scale
and personal information form were used in data collection.Table 1

Emotional intelligence scale — short form: The emotional intelligence scale
developed by Petrides and Furnham (2000) was adapted to Turkish by Deniz, Ozer
and Isik (2013). The scale is a 4-dimensional scale that includes 20 items and the
scoring is conducted in a 7-point Likert scale. The scale dimensions are called
"subjective well-being”, "self-discipline”, “emotionality” and "sociability”. As
observed by Deniz et al. (2013) in the analyses they conducted, the four-factor
structure of the scale had a model fit (¥2 / df = 2.46, GFI1 = 0.95, AGFI1=0.92, CFI =
0.91, RMSEA = 0.056). In the adaptation study conducted by Deniz et al. (2013), the
Cronbach alpha internal consistency coefficient for the scale was reported as .81,
while it was .72 for the well-being sub-dimension, it was .70 for the self-discipline
sub-dimension, it was .66 for the emotionality sub-dimension, and it was .70 for the
sociability sub-dimension. The validity and reliability of the scale were retested in
the present study. Confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) was performed to test the
validity of the scale. CFA result showed that the scale had model fit
(x%/df=285.178/96=2.97, RMSEA = 0.074, CFIl = 0.92, TLI = 0.90, GFI = 0.92, and
AGFI = 0.88). Cronbach alpha internal consistency coefficient was .88 for the whole
scale, while for the well-being subscale it was .83, for self-discipline subscale it was
.82, for emotionality subscale it was .78, and for sociability subscale the Cronbach
alpha internal consistency coefficient was .80.

Self-Efficacy scale: The self-efficacy scale developed by Schwarzer and
Jerussalem (1992) was adapted to Turkish language by Yesilay (1996). The scale is a
one-dimensional 5-point Likert-type scale that includes 10 items. The scale measures
the general self-efficacy perceptions of individuals based on their self-perceptions on
their ability to overcome new and difficult tasks. Scale items are not specific to a
specific field but include general expressions. The validity and reliability of the scale
were retested within the scope of the present study. Confirmatory factor analysis
(CFA) was performed to test the validity of the scale. CFA results demonstrated that
the scale had model fit (32 / dF = 82.747 / 33 = 2.51, RMSEA = 0.065, CFI = 0.98,
TLI = 0.97, GFI = 0.96, AGFI = 0.93). In the present study, the reliability of the
scale was examined with Cronbach alpha internal consistency coefficient. The
Cronbach alpha internal consistency coefficient was .94 for the whole scale.

Pre-Service Teachers Social Entrepreneurship Scale: The pre-service
teachers social entrepreneurship scale developed by Konakli and Gogiis (2013) is a
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5-point Likert-type 21-item measure consisting of three dimensions; risk taking (7
items), self-confidence (8 items) and personal creativity (6 items). The analyzes
conducted by Konakli and Gogiis (2013) demonstrated that the 3-factor structure of
the scale has model fit (y2 / sd = 427.15 / 186 = 2.29; RMSEA = 0.063; NFI = 0.90;
NNFI = 0.95; CFI = 0.95; GFI = 0.90; AGFI = 0.86). The Cronbach alpha internal
consistency coefficient for the scale was reported to be .85 for the whole scale, while
it was reported as .77 for the self-confidence subscale, .72 for the risk-taking
subscale, and .70 for the personal creativity subscale. The validity and reliability of
the scale were retested in the present study. Confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) was
performed to test the scale validity. CFA results showed that the scale had model fit
(x2 / df = 475.540 / 183 = 2.60, RMSEA = 0.067, CFI = 0.93, TLI = 0.92, GFI =
0.89, AGFI = 0.86). Reliability of the scale was examined by Cronbach alpha
internal consistency coefficient. The Cronbach alpha internal consistency coefficient
for the whole scale was .92, while it was .89 for the self-confidence subscale, .84 for
the risk-taking subscale, and .82 for the personal creativity subscale.

Data Analysis

In the analysis of the data, descriptive statistical methods were used to establish
the current status, Pearson correlation analysis method was used to determine the
correlations between the variables and the bootstrap method was used to determine
the significance level of the mediation effect. Initially, confirmatory factor analysis
(CFA) was conducted using the AMOS 22 software to test the fit of the scale with
the research data. Descriptive and correlational analyzes for the study variables were
then performed using SPSS software. Finally, the PROCESS macro, developed by
Hayes (2008), which is provided free of charge to researchers at
"http://www.processmacro.org/index.html” that integrates with SPSS and could
perform mediation and regulatory tests was used. Based on "Model 4" available on
the PROCESS macro, the sample size of 360 was reconstructed as 1000 with
debugged and corrected bootstrap method at 95% confidence interval. The bootstrap
method makes it possible to resample to produce very large data sets from the
existing data set (Sacchi, 1998). Thus, instead of conducting analyses which may be
meaningless with small data sets, more accurate results can be obtained with analyses
conducted on larger data sets obtained by resampling. Bootstrap method does not
require preconditions such as normal distribution, etc. In order for the mediation
effect to be significant, the confidence interval (CI) should not contain "0" value
(Hayes, 2009).

Findings

The mean, standard error, and Pearson correlation coefficient figures for the
emotional intelligence levels, self-efficacy perceptions, and social entrepreneurship
traits of pre-service teachers that participated in the study are presented in Table 1.
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Table 1

Correlation Coefficient Values for the Emotional Intelligence Levels, Self-Efficacy
Perceptions, and Social Entrepreneurship Traits of Pre-Service Teachers

Variables X Ss 1 2 3
1.Social entrepreneurship 381 0,61 1

2.Self-Efficacy 3,75 0,77 78" 1

3.Emotional intelligence 494 0,79 58" 63" 1
**p<0,01

Table 1 demonstrates that there was a significant positive correlation between all
variables included in the research model (p<0,01). There were high level of positive
correlation between the self-efficacy perceptions and social entrepreneurship traits of
pre-service teachers (r = 0.78; p<0.01), a positive correlation between emotional
intelligence and social entrepreneurship traits (r = 0,58; p<0, 01), and a positive
correlation between self-efficacy and emotional intelligence traits (r = 0,63; p<0,01).
While the highest correlation was observed between self-efficacy and social
entrepreneurship traits (r = 0.78), the lowest correlation was found between self-
efficacy and emotional intelligence (r = 0.58). In Table 1, it was observed that the
average scores of pre-service teachers for the variables of social entrepreneurship

(x= 3.81), self-efficacy (x= 3.75) and emotional intelligence (x= 4.94) were
mostly in the intermediary level.

The procedure proposed by Baron and Kenny (1986) is frequently used to
determine the mediation effect in the literature. The steps of this procedure are as
follows;

1) The effect of the independent variable on the dependent variable should be

significant.

2) The effect of the independent variable on the mediating variable should be
significant.

3) The effect of the mediating variable on the dependent variable should be
significant.

4) Finally, when the mediating variable and the independent variable are
simultaneously analyzed, the previous significant correlation between the
dependent and the independent variable must either become insignificant or
the previous level of significance should reduce. If the effect between the
independent variable and the dependent variable becomes insignificant, it is
considered that there is full mediating effect and if theduced, there is a partial
mediating effect.
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The results for determination of the mediating role of self-efficacy perceptions in
the correlation between emotional intelligence and social entrepreneurship levels of
pre-service teachers are presented in Figure 1.

Figure 1
The Mediating Role of Self-Efficacy Perceptions in the Correlation Between Emotional

Intelligence and Social Entrepreneurship Levels of Pre-Service Teachers and Non-
Standardized f Values

Self-Efficacy
a=0,61***
/ o
C=0,45%**
Emotional > Social
Intelligence | e m e e e e e m - Entrepreneurship
€'=0,12%**
R?=0,62

**%p<0,001

Figure 1 demonstrates the total effect of emotional intelligence on social
entrepreneurship was significant ( = 0.45; t = 13.51; p<0.001). The direct effect of
emotional intelligence on mediating variable self-efficacy was significant (f = 0.61; t
= 15.21; p<0.001). The effect of mediating variable self-efficacy on social
entrepreneurship was significant (p = 0.55; t = 16.50; p<0.001). The correlation
between emotional intelligence and social entrepreneurship decreased when
emotional intelligence and the mediating variable self-efficacy were included in the
model simultaneously (¢ '= 0.12; t = 3.62; p<0.001). These findings demonstrated
that all the steps of the procedure proposed by Baron and Kenny (1986) were met.
Thus, it could be argued that self-efficacy plays a mediating role in the relationship
between emotional intelligence and social entrepreneurship. Furthermore, emotional
intelligence and self-efficacy account for 62% of the total variance in social
entrepreneurship.

The indirect, direct, and total effects on the study variables are as shown in
Table 2.
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Table 2

The Effects between the Emotional Intelligence Levels, Self-Efficacy Perceptions and Social
Entrepreneurship Traits of Pre-Service Teachers

Bootstrapping

% 95 Cl
Effects Point Estimate SE z p Low Level High Level
Indirect effect 0,3325 0,0394 11,170  0,000*** 0,258 0,414
Direct effect 0,1166 0,0322 0,053 0,180
Total effect 0,4491 0,0332 0,384 0,514

To determine the level of significance of the indirect effect, the results obtained
when the sampling size was determined as 1000 and debugged and corrected
bootstrap analysis was conducted within the 95% confidence interval are presented in
Table 2. The indirect effect of emotional intelligence on social entrepreneurship via
self-efficacy perception was statistically significant according to Table 2 (Indirect
Impact = 0,3325 and 95% BCA GA [0,258- 0,414]). Based on the study findings, it
could be argued that all research hypotheses (H1, H2, H3 and H4) were confirmed.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The objective of the present study was to determine the mediating effect of self-
efficacy perception on the correlation between the levels of emotional intelligence
and social entrepreneurship traits of pre-service teachers. As a result of the analysis
conducted with the collected data, it was concluded that there was a positive
correlation between emotional intelligence levels, self-efficacy perceptions and
social entrepreneurship traits of pre-service teachers, and that the self-efficacy
perceptions of pre-service teachers had a partial mediating role in the correlation
between emotional intelligence level and social entrepreneurship traits. Furthermore,
it was found that emotional intelligence levels and self-efficacy perceptions of pre-
service teachers accounted for 62% of the total variance associated with social
entrepreneurship traits. Based on these results, it could be argued that all the research
hypotheses were confirmed.

The results related to the first hypothesis of the research demonstrated that there
was a moderately significant positive correlation between the levels of emotional
intelligence and social entrepreneurship of pre-service teachers, and that emotional
intelligence levels of pre-service teachers significantly predicted their social
entrepreneurship traits. This finding is consistent with previous study results (Kashif,
Khurshid & Zahid, 2016; Oriarewo, Agbim & Zever, 2014; Nezhad, Marjani &
Najafi, 2015). Based on this finding, it could be argued that the improvement of well-
being levels of pre-service teachers, their ability to understand and manage their own
and others' emotions, and their level of competence in interpersonal relations could
increase entrepreneurial activities that aim to solve social problems. According to
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Zampetakis et al. (2009), those who could understand and express their own feelings
could recognize and accept their own emotions before others do. The ability to notice
and recognize emotions could make it easier for entrepreneurs to regulate their
emotions when needed. Davis and Peake (2014) argued that individuals with a high
level of emotional intelligence might be more successful in overcoming a fear of
failure about their entrepreneurial intentions. Thus, it could be argued that the
candidates with a high level of emotional intelligence would be able to manage their
negative emotions such as fear and anxiety better that could arise when they start a
new business. In other words, if the pre-service teacher has the ability to manage her
or his emotions, the anxiety of failure could be reduced. Furthermore, it would be
easier to maintain the desire to engage in a new business. According to Bar-On
(1997), individuals with high levels of emotional intelligence could more easily cope
with stress and uncertainty, while at the same time improving thier health and well-
being. Chell and Baines (2000) stated that high emotional intelligence perception
positively affects interpersonal relationships. The skill of establishing quality
relationships with other individuals is often regarded as one of the prerequisites of
the attempt to exploit opportunities and innovations. Thus, it could be argued that
pre-service teachers who could manage their emotions well, decrease the adverse
effects of negative emotions and interact with others easily using high social skills
are likely to engage in novel incentives.

The results related to the second hypothesis of the study demonstrated that there
was a significant positive correlation between emotional intelligence levels and self-
efficacy perceptions of pre-service teachers, and that emotional intelligence levels of
pre-service teachers significantly predicted their self-efficacy perceptions. This
finding is consistent with the results of previous studies (Rastegar & Memarpour,
2009; Moafian & Ghanizadeh, 2009; Giirol, Ozercan & Yalgin, 2010; Kogoglu,
2011; Sarkhosh & Rezaee, 2014). Based on these findings, it could be argued that the
self-efficacy perceptions of pre-service teachers who are aware and able to manage
their emotions would be positively affected.

The results related to the third hypothesis of the study demonstrated that there
was a high level positive correlation between self-efficacy perceptions and social
entrepreneurship traits of pre-service teachers and that self-efficacy perceptions of
pre-service teachers significantly predicted their social entrepreneurship traits. This
finding was consistent with the results of previous studies (Konakli, 2015; Urban
2015; Pihie & Bagheri, 2013; Shinnar, Hsu & Powell, 2014). Based on this finding, it
could be argued that the increase in self-efficacy perceptions of pre-service teachers
might contribute to their social entrepreneurship traits. Entrepreneurial self-efficacy
affects their choices, enthusiasm, efforts, and commitment, when entrepreneurs face
difficulties (Boyd & Vozikis, 1994). Entrepreneurial self-efficacy perceptions play
an important role in initiating and sustaining a new initiative (Kickul et al., 2008). It
is expected of an individual who thinks he or she has the necessary qualifications for
a successful venture to behave in an entrepreneurial manner and to be determined
about sustaining these behaviors. Only belief in one’s self would not result in
behavior, it is also necessary to have intent that would turn belief into action. Self-
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efficacy is considered as a significant variable in determining both the
entrepreneurial intent and the likelihood that this intention would result in
entrepreneurial action. Self-efficacy is also known to affect the behavior, goals,
resolution and performances of individuals (Zhao, Seibert & Hill, 2005; Boyd &
Vozikis, 1994). Individuals with high self-efficacy perceptions and high levels of
entrepreneurial intentions are more likely to engage in entrepreneurial activities later
in their lives (Carr & Sequeira, 2007; Kickul, Wilson, Marlino & Barbosa 2008).
Individuals who do not believe in their own abilities are disappointed when faced
with risky situations and are unable to produce an effective performance. Such
individuals are often afraid of dealing with hard work. As a result, their performances
are negatively affected and their feelings of inadequacy increase (Maddux, 1995).
The self-efficacy perception has an important effect on the individual's risk-taking
tendencies. Because individuals can take risks that are perceived within their
competencies (Zakareviius & Zuperka, 2010). Thus, it could be argued that the
belief of pre-service teachers in their own knowledge, skills and abilities in finding
original and permanent solutions for a social problem, and in self ability to solve
these problems would encourage pre-service teachers to take risks and try new
things, as well as promoting them to continue to engage in entrepreneurship activities
against the encountered difficulties.

The results related to the fourth hypothesis of the study demonstrated that self-
efficacy perceptions play a mediating role in the correlation between emotional
intelligence levels and social entrepreneurship traits of pre-service teachers. Based on
this finding, it was concluded that level of emotional intelligence of pre-service
teachers indirectly influenced their social entrepreneurship traits as well as their self-
efficacy perceptions. Mortan, Ripoll, Carvalho and Bernal (2014) also reported
similar results. According to Mortan et al., emotional intelligence plays an important
role in prediction of entrepreneurial processes. The capacity to organize and use
emotions affects the self-efficacy of pre-service teacher significantly, which in turn
encourages them to become entrepreneurs. Pre-service teachers with a high
emotional intelligence perception have a high self-confidence about their
entrepreneurial skills and perceive themselves as individuals with more and better
opportunities to engage in entrepreneurial activities. In the study conducted by Javed,
Ali, Hamid, Shahid and Kulosoom (2016), it was reported that emotional intelligence
positively affected self-efficacy perception and entrepreneurial intent. Salvador
(2008) suggested that certain components of emotional intelligence have a positive
effect on self-efficacy, that emotional intelligence played a significant role in
improving entrepreneurial self-efficacy, and that people with high levels of
emotional intelligence were more likely to pursue entrepreneurial activities. Research
demonstrated that individuals with a high level of emotional intelligence have an
internal control focus and could motivate themselves (Deniz, Tras & Aydogan,
2009). Gagne and Deci (2005) stated that self-motivated people could have high
level of self-confidence, self-esteem and self-perception. Bandura (1997) noted that
self-efficacy perceptions of individuals who trust their own abilities would be
positively affected. It is possible that someone who believes that they can succeed in
a particular task is likely to engage in new tasks and more likely to take risks. It
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could be argued that the characteristics of pre-service teachers who are aware of their
own emotions and those of others and could manage these emotions and thus, could
improve their well-being, who have high social skills, and possess self-discipline
could affect their self-efficacy perceptions about accomplishing a task and in turn
would contribute to problem solving behavior about social issues.

Based on the study results, it could be argued that studies on improving the
emotional intelligence of the pre-service teachers could develop their self-efficacy
perceptions and social entrepreneurship traits. Thus, pre-service teachers should be
provided with rich experiences in courses such as social services and social
responsibility projects that would increase their self-awareness in the school
environment, help them control their emotions and improve their social skills, while
also enhancing their awareness on social issues.
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Abstract

There has been an increasing trend towards project-based approach in
higher education. For that reason, assessing and evaluating students’
perceptions on formative feedback becomes an important aspect of students’
learning in groupwork. Valid and reliable instruments are required to measure
how students perceive formative feedback given to them from multiple sources.
Therefore, the aim of the current study is to develop and validate a
multidimensional formative feedback perception scale (FFPS) for the
assessment of undergraduate students’ perceptions on formative feedback
provided to them as individuals or as a group on their project work. This study
was implemented in three phases. In the first phase, qualitative data through
interviews with 10 participants were used in development of the items for the
scale. In the second phase, quantitative data from 97 undergraduate students
were used to ensure validity and reliability of the new scale through exploratory
factor analysis. Three dimensions emerged and were interpreted as
development, understandability, and encouragement. In the third phase, data
collected from an independent sample of 250 undergraduate students were used
to confirm the factorial structure of the 25-item FFPS through confirmatory
factor analysis. This new scale will serve as a useful tool for researchers,
practitioners andindividuals in higher education in order to assess students’
formative feedback perceptions in various work-based and experiential learning
environments.
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Lisans Ogrencileri icin Proje Derslerinde Verilen Bicimlendirici
Geri Bildirim Alg1 Olceginin Gelistirilmesi ve Gecerligi

Oz

Yiiksekogretim ortamlarinda proje temelli yaklasima yonelik gittik¢e artan
bir egilim olugsmustur. Bu nedenle, &grencilerin bigimlendirici geri bildirim
iizerine algilarin1 degerlendirmek ve olgmek, 6grencilerin grup calismasinda
ogrenmelerinin onemli bir parcasi haline gelmistir. Ogrencilerin ¢oklu
kaynaklardan kendilerine verilen bi¢imlendirici geri bildirimi nasil
algiladiklari1 Slgmek igin gecerli ve giivenilir bir lgek gelistirme geregi
olusmustur. Onemli olan bu ihtiyaci karsilamak icin, bu ¢alismanm amaci,
lisans 6grencilerinin proje ¢caligmasi sirasinda bireysel veya grup olarak aldiklar
bicimlendirici geri bildirim hakkindaki algilarina yonelik ¢cok boyutlu bir dlgek
gelistirmektir. U¢ asamadan olusan bu c¢alismanin ilk asamasmda 10 katilimei
ile gorlisiilmiis, elde edilen nitel veriler kullanilarak 06lgek maddeleri
gelistirilmistir. Tkinci asamada 6lcegin gegerligi ve giivenirligi saglamak i¢in 97
lisans Ogrencisinden elde edilen nicel veriler agimlayic1 faktdr analizi ile
incelenmistir. ikinci asamada 6lgegin gecerligi ve giivenirligini saglamak icin
97 lisans Ogrencisinden elde edilen nicel veriler acimlayici faktoér analizi ile
incelenmistir. Analiz sonunda ortaya ¢ikan {i¢ boyut "gelisme", "anlasilirlik ve
uygunluk" ve "tesvik etme" olarak isimlendirilmistir. En son asamada ise 250
o0grenciden olusan farkli bir desenden elde edilen veriler kullanilarak 25
maddelik Glgegin faktdr yapisi dogrulayict faktdr analizi ile incelenmisgtir.
Gelistirilen bu 6lcegin grup calismasina dayali cesitli 6grenme ortamlarinda
ogrencilerin bigcimlendirici geri bildirim algilarin1 6lgmek i¢in arastirmacilara,
uygulayicilara ve akademisyenlere yarar saglayacagi diisiiniilmektedir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: bicimlendirici geri bildirim algisi, 6l¢ek gelistirme,
lisans 6grencileri, proje tabanli ders
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Introduction

Project-based learning (PBL) is a student-centered pedagogy basically formed
on the concept of “learning by doing” which was outlined by Dewey in 1897. It has
been used pervasively across disciplines as a 21st-century strategy for helping
learners actively explore real-world problems and challenges through investigating
and collaborating. PBL is described as a learning strategy design that organises
learning around the project (Thomas, 2000). An instance of PBL can be characterised
by distinctive features such as being central to curriculum, including problems that
link activities with underlying conceptual knowledge, involving enquiry process of
constructing and transforming knowledge, consisting of learning settings which are
mainly driven by students, and incorporating authentic and realistic challenges
(Thomas, 2000; Helle, Tynjéld, & Olkinuora, 2006). PBL environment is based on a
constructivist approach, designed to promote student-centred learning where the
instructor and teaching assistants act as facilitators and mentors, and students are
encouraged to deal with problems encountered during learning process. Students are
motivated to apply acquired knowledge and skills to achieve learning objectives
through constructing their own knowledge and understanding, working
independently, or by collaborating in teams, through interaction with an instructor,
teaching assistants, and their peers (Thomas, 2000). In accomplishing those
objectives in PBL, continuous formative assessment, revision, and evaluation of
student performance on project-related teams are quite important.

Previous studies considered formative feedback as a prominent means to
advance learning (Hattie, 2008; Wiliam, 2011) and suggested that the role of
formative feedback in PBL is significant (Fernandes, Flores, & Lima, 2012; Sadler,
1998). In addition, comprehensive literature reviews on formative assessment
revealed that formative feedback facilitates and enhances self-regulated learning
(Nicol & Macfarlane- Dick, 2006; Sadler, 1989) by helping students deeply involved
in meta-cognitive strategies such as personal goal-planning, monitoring, and
reflection (Clark, 2012), and therefore plays a crucial role in the assessment process
at the centre of formative assessment (Black & Wiliam, 1998). This makes feedback
both central to student learning and also very powerful in facilitating learning
(Bandura, 1991).

Certain types of qualitative and quantitative human assessment and judgement
are in play when any type of feedback is given on students’ team works by their
instructor or teaching assistant(s). Feedback (i.e. summative and formative) is
asserted to be a process of communication (Higgins, Hartley, & Skelton, 2001) in
which the quality of student performance related to the work is evaluated (Sadler,
1989). However, not all feedback can necessarily be considered as formative in
nature. Formative feedback described in this study refers to evaluative or corrective
information given to individual members of a group or to the group as a whole
(London & Sessa, 2006). Taras (2002) puts forward some characteristics in order for
feedback to be considered formative. For example, understanding of students (as
individuals or as a group) regarding assessment and judgement of their work and
how they can avoid deficiencies in the future. Moreover, a subsequent piece of work
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that is required to be produced by the students with the problems successfully
addressed and remedied.

The nature of the task, the students’ needs, and learning environment can result
in feedback with different functions (Knight & Yorke, 2003; Poulos & Mahony,
2008). For some, feedback is information aiming to close the gap between current
performance and expected performance (Ramaprasad, 1983; Sadler, 1989; Lizzio &
Wilson, 2008; Draper, 2009; Wiliam, 2011) by reforming the student’s
understanding so that learning improves (Shute, 2008). For others, in addition to
nurturing ongoing performance towards a target standard, feedback functions to
move the current work forwards and to influence the quality of subsequent work
(Schraw, Crippen, & Hartley, 2006; Hounsell et al., 2008; Boud & Molloy, 2013). In
her seminal article, Ramaprasad (1983, p. 4) defined feedback as “information about
the gap between the actual level and the reference level of a system parameter which
is used to alter the gap in some way”. The conception of formative feedback held by
this study corresponds to the aforementioned notions and relies heavily on the
definition of Ramaprasad (1983), just as it is convenient to refer to “formative
feedback” as noted by Taras (2005).

Several studies have attempted to develop conventional and standardised
feedback perception scales in order to elaborate on the feedback issue in
conventional classroom settings (Lizzio & Wilson, 2008; Rowe & Wood, 2008).
However, conventional and standardised feedback perception scales, where feedback
is measured as an assessment of individual student performance, may not be
appropriate to fully understand formative feedback as provided on team project
works. This is because, in PBL, strengths and weaknesses from the students’ point of
view involves assessment of the multimode of team performance, skills, and ideas
with formative feedback given as multidimensional forms from multiple sources.
Therefore, the purpose of this study is to develop a multidimensional scale that can
be used to measure undergraduate students’ formative feedback perceptions not only
in PBL settings within science programmes but also in engineering programmes.

Context of the Study

Computer Education and Instructional Technology undergraduate programme
offers several project-based courses with very strong emphasis on project design and
development. These courses are designed based constructivist approach where
students construct their own knowledge by interacting with staff and colleagues. In
general, there are two types of project carried out by students throughout the
semester: small-scale and large-scale. While small-scale projects span two to four
weeks, large-scale projects span from five weeks to two semesters. Students
commonly utilize various cutting-edge educational software and programs as well as
well-known instructional design models (e.g., ASSURE, ADDIE model) in order to
design and develop their educational product. The completion of the course is
depended on development of an education project with acquired knowledge and
skills during the course, comprehensive written tasks such as a project report and
portfolio and a multimedia presentation. While working on the project, students, as a
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group or individuals, meet with staff (instructor and teaching assistants) regularly
each week. During these meetings they discuss the flow of their projects, written
reports and any issues they faced during the process and receive both written and oral
comments regarding their progress. This face-to-face interaction and dialogue also
continues in electronic form within online environments through e-mail, open
courseware, and social media, especially Facebook. The primary forms of feedback
provided during project work sessions was oral feedback given in face-to-face
meetings, and written feedback given on draft project work and reports. The roles of
the instructor and teaching assistants are to coordinate teams, support them in solving
their problems and to monitor the development of the project by providing students
with oral and written formative feedback with regards to their achievement and
performance.

Method
Samples

Two independent samples of senior and junior undergraduate students from the
same programme were recruited from four Turkish public universities in order to
provide psychometric evidence for the formative feedback perceptions scale (FFPS).
FFPS was developed into two phases: a pilot and the main study. While Sample 1
was used in the pilot study in order to identify and reveal factor structure for the
FFPS, Sample 2 was used in the main study to perform cross-validation of the factor
structure of FFPS. Sample 1 consisted of 53 senior and 44 junior undergraduates (N
= 97; 63 males and 34 females), whilst Sample 2 consisted of 112 senior and 138
junior undergraduates (N = 250; 109 males and 141 females) (see table 1).
Convenience sampling method was used for the selection of both Sample 1 and
Sample 2. The questionnaire was distributed during course hours with the help of
lecturers at the universities. The procedures of the current study were approved by
Middle East Technical University Human Subject Ethics Committee.

Table 1
Descriptive Statistics of Participants
Class Gender
3 4th Male Female Total
Sample 1
Middle East Technical University 44 53 63 34 97
Sample 2
Amasya University 36 29 23 42 65
Ankara University 47 38 40 45 85
Hacettepe University 55 45 46 54 100

Instrumentation
Participant selection for semi-structured interviews
In this study, the FFPS was designed to examine undergraduate students’

perceptions exclusively on formative feedback given to them for their projects and
project-related documents. Therefore, purposive sampling was adopted to select
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participants for the semi-structured interviews. The criterion for sampling was that
the participants should be among the most successful 20% of the students who had
recently taken the “Instructional Feedback Design and Development” elective
course, because in-depth understanding of the concept of “formative feedback” was
deemed necessary for the interviews. Data were collected from the university that
offered this course. Among 15 students identified by the instructor based on the
criterion, 10 students agreed to participate (seven male, three female).

Formative feedback perceptions questionnaire

The instrument development process took place in several phases. In the first
phase, contingent decisions were made based upon the constructs underlying
formative feedback perceptions. For this purpose, a comprehensive in-depth relevant
literature review was conducted and the previously described constructs underlying
feedback perceptions in the context of higher education were identified and noted.
During iterative review, particular attention was paid to items in previously
developed feedback-related questionnaires due to being convenient for this study. In
the second phase, the qualitative dataset collected through the interviews were
examined in detail, based on each theme and corresponding subtheme, in order to
detect and select, and then each questionnaire item was formulated and written.
Qualitative data analysis culminated in the exploration of main themes which were
then used to merge with the dimensions of feedback perceptions identified as a result
of the literature review. Based on the decisions after merging, three dimensions that
addressed different aspects of formative feedback perceptions were proposed:
development, encouragement, and understandability. After the three dimensions had
been decided, an initial item pool composed of 40 items was generated, each
representing different dimensions underlying the formative feedback perception. In
the third phase, experts and specialists in instructional feedback practices examined
the item pool of FFPS related to content and face validity. Independent cognitive
interviews were conducted with one graduate student and two undergraduate students
in order to pretest the FFPS. Based on the feedback from the cognitive interviews,
except for a few items which were reworded to ensure better readability and
understandability of the items, those remaining were accepted without revision. The
scale items were measured on a 5-point Likert-type rating scale, ranging from
“never” through to “very frequently”. Demographic information including gender,
university, education level, and cumulative average was also captured.

Specifically, in writing the items, interview data analysis results were
predominantly used and supported by relevant studies identified from the literature.
While several items were taken directly from interview transcripts, some items were
adapted and rewritten by the researcher according to the guidelines of Groves et al.
(2009), Dillman (2007), and Oppenheim (1992).

Since the medium of instruction at one university is English and the other three
is Turkish, the questionnaire was developed both in the English language (see
Appendix) and also in Turkish. For content validity, both versions of the
questionnaire were reviewed for their equality by an ESL English Language
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instructor. Furthermore, one instructor who has considerable expertise in the subject
of feedback practices contributed heavily to every step of instrument development
such as final decisions on writing and selection of the items. In addition, two
independent instructors with expertise in questionnaire design and the content of the
questionnaire also reviewed the questionnaire items for content validity of the
instrument. Based on the feedback from the experts, several items were re-worded
and some items refined to ensure they were clear and relevant to the formative
feedback context.

Data Analysis

The data analysis process was accomplished in four steps. Specifically, it started
with identification of the factor structure of FFPS through the use of exploratory
factor analysis (EFA), and continued with cross-validation of the factor structure
with confirmatory factor analysis (CFA), and then finalised through estimation of
each dimension’s internal consistency by reliability coefficients. Further validity
evidence was also provided.

Results
Sample 1 - Pilot Study Procedures, Data Analyses, and Results

In an attempt to understand the structure of a group of measured variables and to
find out latent constructs by removing unutilised measured variables and retaining
utilised measured variables, exploratory factor analysis was conducted (Field, 2009).
The FFPS was administered to 97 undergraduate students who have taken or are
taking project-based courses. Before conducting exploratory factor analysis, the
results of the parallel analysis, the Bartlett’s test of sphericity and the Kaiser-Meyer-
Olkin (KMO) measure of sample adequacy were examined in order to determine the
appropriateness of factor analysis. Since the data were adequately normally
distributed and variables were correlated, Maximum Likelihood as an extraction
method (Fabrigar et al., 1999) and Direct oblimin as oblique rotation method
(Costello & Osborne, 2005) were selected. For retention of the number of factors,
instead of scree plot which can be problematic (O’connor, 2000) and may cause
underestimating and/or overestimating (Zwick & Velicer, 1986), parallel analysis
was used as recommended in the literature (Fabrigar et al., 1999; O’connor, 2000;
Costello & Osborne, 2005).

Parallel analysis yielded three factors for FFPS. Accordingly, factors of each
scale were extracted based on a fixed number of three factors. Bartlett’s test was
significant (BTS value= 1357.89, p < 0.05), indicating that for FFPS the identity
matrix and correlation matrix were significantly different from each other. Moreover,
the KMO measure of sampling adequacy of 0.90 revealed that it was appropriate to
perform factor analysis (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007). The three factors of FFPS were
retained and interpreted as relating to development (DEV), understandability (UND),
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and encouragement (ENC). The 57.47% of variance explained by the three factors
were deemed conceptually sufficient (Scherer et al., 1988).

Items whose loading was above 0.30 were deemed satisfactory and therefore
considered to load on a factor (Stevens, 2009; Tabachnick & Fidell, 2013). Item
communalities were also inspected and items with communality below 0.40 were
furthered scrutinised for inclusion or exclusion (Costello & Osborne, 2005). After the
items were inspected based on the criteria mentioned, eight items were excluded
from further analysis due to low correlation and seven items were removed because
of cross-loading or no loading. As can be seen from Table 2, all the remaining items
had pattern coefficients greater than 0.46. A few items with low communalities were
observed, yet it was decided to retain them for further examination due to their
significance to the three-factor model. Analysis of data from this pilot study
culminated with FFPS consisting of 25 items and three dimensions. Table 2
illustrates factor loadings, communalities, internal consistency reliabilities, and factor
correlation.

Three dimensions along with their definitions are as follows:

1) Developmental aspect (DA) (11 items): It is the degree to which formative
feedback given to project work is perceived by team members (individuals
and group) with characteristics such as giving direction during the process of
project work revision, explaining how to revise in detail, and providing what
needs to be done in order to improve weak performance etc.

2) Encouragement aspect (EA) (7 items): It is the degree to which formative
feedback given to project work is perceived by team members (individuals
and group) with characteristics such as motivation to revise, having a positive
tone and manner, and showing the instructor cares about the work being
performed etc.

3) Understandability aspect (UA) (7 items): It is the degree to which formative
feedback given to project work is perceived by team members (individuals
and group) with characteristics such as being easy to understand, consistent,
easy to read, and has relevance to the topic/problem etc.



JOURNAL OF EDUCATION AND FUTURE 125

Table 2

Exploratory Factor Analysis with Oblique Rotation, Communalities and Reliability
Analysis of all Items

Factor loading

Cronbach’s
alpha if
item Cronbach’s

Items 1 2 3 h? deleted alpha
Factor I: Development 0.92
Iltem 1 092 -0.09 -0.01 0.77 0.90
Item 7 0.86 0.06 -0.08 0.72 0.90
Item 3 0.76 -0.17 0.02 0.52 0.91
Item 5 069 0.01 0.00 0.49 0.91
Item 8 069 0.03 -0.03 0.47 0.91
Item 6 061 0.08 0.14 0.54 0.91
Item 9 061 0.22 0.00 0.53 0.91
Item 11 0.60 0.15 0.09 0.52 0.91
Item 10 058 0.16 0.04 0.6 0.91
Item 2 053 0.24 0.03 047 0.91
Item 4 0.47  0.13 0.19 043 0.92
Factor Il: Encouragement 0.88
Item 19 002 084 0.02 0.74 0.85
Item 24 0.06 0.82 001 0.72 0.86
Item 20 0.07 0.64 022 0.62 0.87
Item 25 -0.03 0.61 0.13 043 0.87
Item 22 0.17  0.59 -0.05 044 0.87
Item 23 0.04 0.59 -0.03 0.35 0.88
Item 21 019 053 0.14 0.50 0.87
Factor 111: Understandability 0.83
Item 12 -0.17 0.14 0.84 0.69 0.79
Item 13 -0.06  0.08 0.69 0.48 0.81
Item 15 -0.05 0.26 0.56 0.46 0.81
Item 17 021 -0.27 056 0.38 0.82
Item 18 022 -0.02 0.48 0.37 0.81
Item 16 025 0.03 047 042 0.81
Item 14 0.17 0.19 047 0.45 0.81
Overall Cronbach’s alpha 0.93

Factor correlations

Factor 1 -
Factor 2 0.41 -
Factor 3 0.49 0.40 -

Note: N=97. Boldface indicates highest factor loadings. Reliability represents composite Cronbach’s
alpha for items in a factor. Item reflects response choices of; 1=Never, 2=Rarely, 3=Occasionally,
4=Frequently, and 5=Very frequently. h>=Communality after extraction.

Reliability analysis with Sample 1

In an attempt to measure internal consistency of the scale, Cronbach’s alpha test
was applied. While conducting the test, a separate Cronbach’s alpha reliability
coefficient was calculated for each of the scale’s items with each dimension. As can
be observed from Table 1, overall Cronbach’s alpha reliability coefficient is 0.93,
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indicating satisfactory and good internal consistency (DeVellis, 2003; Field, 2009).
As for the internal consistency reliabilities of the items within each dimension, test
results yielded 0.92 for DEV, 0.88 for ENC, and 0.83 for UND, which are regarded
as showing good internal consistency as they are larger than 0.70, and are therefore
accepted as a sign of acceptable reliability (Nunnally, 1978).

Sample 2 - Main Study Procedures, Data Analyses, and Results

The main study was conducted to confirm construct validity of the factor
structure of the scores obtained from the 25-item FFPS, and to identify whether or
not the number of factors fixed a priori. CFA was employed using the analysis of
moment structures (AMOS version 20) statistical software package. The method of
maximum likelihood estimations was employed and three aspects of FFPS were
allowed to correlate to each other as seen in Figure 1, which illustrates the model
specification and the parameter estimates.
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Standardized Coefficients for the Three-Factor Model of FFPS

Multiple goodness-of-fit indexes were used based on the suggestion of Brown
(2006) in order to evaluate the overall model fit for FFPS. These are Chi-square (}2)
(Schermelleh-engel, Moosbrugger, & Miiller, 2003), Comparative Fit Index (CFI,;
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Bentler, 1990), Tucker Lewis Index (TLI; Bentler, 1990), and Root Mean Square
Error of Approximation (RMSEA; Browne & Cudeck, 1993). Bentler (1990)
reported that CFI and TLI in the range of 0.90-0.95 is indicative of an acceptable fit
of the model. RMSEA equal to or smaller than 0.08 indicates acceptable fit (Browne
& Cudeck, 1993; Schermelleh-engel, Moosbrugger, & Miiller, 2003). Authors have
criticised chi-square statistics due to being highly sensitive to sample size (Kline,
1998); therefore, it was elected not to be considered for this study.

CFA results suggested that the three-factor structure for FFPS has a reasonable
fit to the data with all indices. Specification errors caused by shared variance among
items were noticed, therefore, minor modifications to the model were deemed
necessary in order to improve the fit. The modification indices between items guided
to the covariate of e2-e5, e4-e5, el2-el14, and e13-e15. The final result suggested a
CFI value of 0.92, a TLI value of 0.91, and RMSEA value of 0.078 which indicates
an acceptable model fit. Moreover, factor loadings were found to be significant (p <
0.001). Figure 1 illustrates the model specification and the parameter estimates.

Convergent and discriminant validity with Sample 2

Convergent and discriminant validity are the tests used to control validity of the
scale. Convergent validity refers to the degree to which each score of the item are
correlated with the corresponding factor. According to Hair et al. (2010), three
methods are indicators of convergent validity. The first and second indicators are that
item loading under the corresponding factor and average variance extracted (AVE)
for each factor should be greater than 0.50. As for last indicator, the construct
reliability (CR) value should exceed 0.70. Results showed that item loadings changed
between 0.68 and 0.83 and were significant in that it supports that all items are
related to the corresponding factor. As shown in Table 3, AVE and CR value for
each factor were larger than the suggested criterion (> 0.70). Together all the results
supported the convergent validity of FFPS.

Table 3
Convergent Validity Results
DEV ENC UND
AVE 0.603 0.621 0.595
CR 0.943 0.920 0.911

As for discriminant validity, it relates to the degree to which each factor
measures a different dimension of the construct. The indicator, as suggested by Hair
et al. (2010), is that Chi-square value for the default three-factor model and one-
factor model should be significantly different. As indicated in Table 4, there is a
significant difference between Chi-square values of the two models, suggesting that
the three-factor model was better than the one-factor model.



128 DEVELOPMENT AND VALIDATION OF FORMATIVE FEEDBACK PERCEPTIONS
SCALE IN PROJECT COURSES FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS

Table 4
Model Comparison Results
Model 1 (three-factor) Model 2 (one-factor)
¥? = 683.730 v? =1,016.747
sd = 268 sd =271
p=.000 p=.000
% - x4 = 333.017
Sdz — Sd1 =3

Discussion and Conclusion

The three-dimension Formative Feedback Perceptions Scale (FFPS) was
developed following an in-depth literature review and semi structure interviews with
participants. The current study was two-phase with the use of exploratory sequential
mixed methods design. The first phase sought to explore the dimensions of formative
feedback perceptions and then proceeded with a second phase in order to develop a
questionnaire to measure formative feedback perceptions.

Findings from the qualitative phase of the study and review of the literature were
used to develop the items and reveal the dimensions of FFPS. The interview
transcripts were used to write the items and supported by statements that were used
in relevant literature. Two independent sample groups of undergraduate students
(Sample 1 and Sample 2) were used to validate FFPS through exploratory factor
analysis and confirmatory factor analysis, which revealed a three-factor structure for
the FFPS. Sample 1 consisted of 97 undergraduate students who participated in a
pilot study in which exploratory factor analysis was used to test the factorial structure
of the FFPS. In the main study, CFA was conducted to confirm the three-dimensional
model of the FFPS on data gathered from Sample 2 (a further 250 undergraduate
students). The 25-item FFPS was found to measure three dimensions of formative
feedback perceptions named accordingly as follows with the corresponding items:

(1) Development Items: 1,2, 3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11
(2) Encouragement Items: 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18
(3) Understandability Items: 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25

The construct validity of the FFPS scores was ensured though CFA. Specifically,
the results of the CFA indicated that the contribution of the items with high pattern
coefficients to the factors under which they were located was significant. In addition,
the study showed that the three-factor model was a reasonable fit to all indices
(TLI=0.9; CFI=0.92; RMSEA=0.078). Further validation analysis tested for
discriminant and convergent validity, and also showed that all the items converge on
the corresponding dimension. Taken together, these results provide sufficient
evidence that the construct validity of the FFPS scores were well established with the
sample of undergraduate students. Examination of internal consistency estimates of
the items by using Cronbach’s alpha also demonstrated that all three dimensions
(DEV=0.92; UND=0.83; ENC=0.88) and all the items (0.93) in the FFPS had high
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internal consistency, indicating that FFPS generates reliable scores. Overall, it can be
concluded that FFPS is a valid and reliable measure composed of three important
dimensions essential to the investigation of formative feedback perceptions in
project-related higher education courses.

The use of multiple approaches, specifically exploratory sequential design, can
be considered a rigorous and systematic method because it enables the use of
multiple forms of validity and reliability in order to qualitatively and quantitatively
explore the multi-dimensions of formative feedback perceptions from the views of
individuals in the population. It is not possible or sufficient just to present insights
into formative feedback as a theoretical construct, by using either just qualitative or
quantitative approaches. For that reason, the current study should prove particularly
valuable as a means to reveal the dimensions of formative feedback perceptions, and
to contribute a new, reliable, and validated research instrument to the collection of
assessment and evaluation literature in higher education.

The growing body of research on the perceived value and effects of feedback in
performance at the individual level has featured in the literature (Lizzio & Wilson,
2008; Poulos & Mahony, 2008; Price etal., 2010; Weaver, 2006). However,
feedback given to individual members of the group or the group as a whole has not
yet been extensively explored (Gabelica et al., 2012; London & Sessa, 2006),
especially for project-based courses where educational products along with a project
report and portfolio are produced by students as a team or group. Considering the
operating of feedback in the complexity of group dynamics and the failing of
conventional and standardised instruments to measure feedback on team-based
projects from the students’ point of view, this scale is a promising tool to be applied
to explore and measure students’ formative feedback perceptions/experiences on
three dimensions, either to individual members or to the group as a whole.

It should be noted that the instrument proposed in the current study has a high
applicability not only in science courses alone but also in engineering courses as
well. Because, the way students are assessed during design and development of the
project in undergraduate engineering courses is akin to the project in undergraduate
science courses. Some exemplary engineering courses are documented in literature
(Gibson, 2001; Razmov & Vlasseva, 2004) where the course is structured around the
project accomplished by small group of students. As in this study, students in
referred studies received feedback on their project and written reports in regular
project meetings.

Future Research and Implication for Practice

The findings may have wider application to work-based and experiential
learning which can also often involve group work. This would be an interesting
avenue of further research. Moreover, given the difficulty of student-teacher
interaction especially in large class settings, knowing student’s perceptions on
feedback might help tutors or instructors steer student learning in a way that
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encourages deep approaches to learning. Previous studies highlighted the association
of feedback preferences with surface and deep approaches to learning. Further
studies are needed to understand how formative feedback perceptions inform or
encourage these two learning approaches. In addition, future research is needed to
validate and replicate a similar structure of the current scale with a more
representative and larger sample from different disciplines, nations and cultures.

Limitations

Even though this study contributes to the existing knowledge on formative
feedback by providing a new multidimensional instrument, there are also certain
limitations that are worthy of mention. Firstly, selecting participants from the same
department, albeit from four public universities, in order to reveal students’ authentic
experiences of formative feedback on project courses, may be a limitation to a
certain extent in terms of ability to generalise the results of this study to other
samples from other departments. In addition, self-reports by the participants during
interviews and the completion of questionnaires may also be considered a limitation
for the validity and reliability of the results of this study. Therefore, interpretation of
the results of the current study should be considered based on these limitations.
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Appendix

Turkish and English Versions of the Formative Feedback Perception Scale (FFPS)

# Turkish English
Genel olarak, projeme verilen In general, formative feedback given to
yapilandirici doniitler.... my project....
DEV_1 ...diizeltme siirecinde yol gosterir. ... gives direction during revision process.
DEV_2 ...ayrntili olarak nasil diizeltme yapacagimi ..explain how to revise in detail.
aciklar.
DEV_3 ...nasil diizeltme yapacagim ile ilgili temel .. includes basic tips about how to revise.
ipuclari igerir.
DEV_4 ...diizeltme gereken yerleri agik sekilde ..shows me clearly the place where
gosterir. revision is needed.
DEV_5 ...performansin zayif yonlerini geligtirmek .. provides what needs to be done to
icin yapilmasi gerekenleri belirtir. improve weak sides of performance.
DEV_6 ...bakmam gereken yon hakkinda beni .. gives clues about which direction to look.
yonlendirir.
DEV_7 ...etkilidir. .. is effective.
DEV_8 ...yapicidir. ..is constructive.
DEV_9 ...agiklayicidir. .. is well-explained.
DEV_10...olumsuz noktalar1 sebepleriyle beraber .. Negative points are given with their
Verir. justifications.
DEV _11...gelecekteki projelerim i¢in faydalidir. .. helps me in future projects.
UND_1 ...anlamas1 kolaydir / anlagilirdir. ..is easy to understand.
UND_2 ...okunmasi kolaydir (yazili geri doniit i¢in). ..is easy to read (for written feedback).
UND_3 ...diizeltmesi kolaydir / pratiktir. ..is easy to revise / practical.
UND_4 ...tutarhdir / ¢eliskili degildir. ..is consistent / not contradictory.
UND_5 ...konuya ve soruna uygundur. ..is relevant to the topic and the problem.
UND_6 ...performansin zayif yonlerine dikkat ¢eker. ...draw attention to weak sides of
performance.
UND_7 ...06nceden belirlenmis degerlendirme ..is given based on the previously defined
Olciitlerini temel alir. assessment criteria.
ENC_1 ...yaptigim ise deger verildigini hissettirir. ..shows that instructor cares about the
work | have done.
ENC_2 ...sarfettigim emegi dikkate alir. ..recognizes the effort | have made.
ENC_3 ...diizeltmeler i¢in beni tesvik eder. .. motivates me to revise.
ENC_4 ...cogunlukla olumludur. ..is mostly positive.
ENC_5 ...olumsuz seyleri olumlu sekilde sunar. .. presents negative things in a positive
way.
ENC_6 ...tonu ve yaklagimi olumludur. .. has positive tone and manner.
ENC _7 ...olumlu ile elestirel arasi dengelidir. .. has a balance between critical and

positive.

* DEV: Development; UND: Understandability; UNC: Encouragement.
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Abstract

It is a fact that most newly appointed teacher candidates have problems in
respect of personal, social and professional matters. Especially, the inadequacy
of theoretical information in practice increases the problems experienced by
teacher candidates during the first years when they start the profession.
Mentorship, defined as guidance provided by a more experienced and
knowledgeable person to another who is beginning his/her profession, may be
suggested to help solve professional and organizational problems faced by
beginning teacher candidates and help them settle in the profession and
organization. The present study aims to identify the contribution to the
professional skills of the newly appointed teachers of the National Education of
their activities conducted in class with their mentor teachers for 24 weeks, and
the views of teacher candidates on such implementation. The study group
consists of 50 teacher candidates from Mentese district of Mugla. The study
group was selected by maximum diversity sampling method. Data was collected
using open-ended questions. The study participants were asked some open-
ended questions to collect detailed data on the mentor teacher program
implemented for teacher candidates. According to the findings, the majority of
the teacher candidates finds the mentorship implementation helpful and wants it
to continue after some reforms. Also, personal qualities required of a mentor, as
the participants described, are being understanding, showing empathy, being
good-humored, having good faith and being kind, while professional qualities
required of a mentor, again as the participants described, are having seniority,
being knowledgeable in pedagogics and being open to new ideas. A review of
the views of the teacher candidates as to what should be done to improve the
mentorship implementation shows that, first, the forms should be reduced in the
process, that the implementation should be conducted where they are appointed
and that the implementation atmosphere should be more free.
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Aday Ogretmenlerin Damsman Ogretmenlik Uygulamasina
Hiskin Goriisleri (Mugla Ili Ornegi)

Oz

Meslege yeni atanan aday Ogretmenlerin bircogunun bireysel, sosyal ve
mesleki konularda sorun yasadigi bilinen bir gergektir. Ozellikle dgrenilen
teorik bilgilerin uygulamada boyutunda yetersiz kalmasi aday O6gretmenlerin
meslege basladiklar1 ilk yillarda yasadiklari sorunlari artirmaktadir. Alaninda
daha deneyimli ve bilgili kisinin yeni baglayan kisilere rehberlik etmesi olarak
tanimlanan mentorliiglin meslege yeni baslayan aday Ogretmenlerin yasadigi
mesleki ve orglitsel sorunlarin ¢éziimiinde ve adayin meslege ve orgiite
uyumunda yardimer olacagi sdylenebilir. Bu ¢alismanin amaci Milli egitimin
yeni atanan aday Ogretmenlerin 24 hafta boyunca sinifta danigman
Ogretmenleriyle uygulayacaklar1 etkinliklerin aday Ogretmenlerin mesleki
becerilerine yaptigi katkiy1 ve aday ogretmenlerin bu uygulama ile ilgili
goriiglerini ortaya ¢ikarmaktir. Arastirmanin ¢alisma grubunun, Mugla Mentese
ilgesinde aday Ogretmen olarak bulunan 50 Ogretmen olusturmaktadir.
Aragtirmada, c¢alisma grubu amagli Ornekleme yontemlerinden maksimum
cesitlilik orneklemesi ile belirlenmistir. Aragtirmanin verileri agik uclu sorular
ile toplanmistir. Bu aragtirmada katilimcilara agik ucglu sorular sorularak
Ogretmen adaylarinin danigsman 6gretmen uygulamasina iliskin detayli verilere
ulagsmak amaglanmistir. Arastirma bulgularina gore aday 6gretmenlerin bircogu,
mentorliik uygulamasinin yararli oldugunu diisiinmekte, bu uygulamanin bir
takim diizeltmelerle devam etmesini istemekte ve uygulama siirecinde 6zellikle
mentor se¢ciminin dnemine vurgu yapmaktadir. Mentdrde olmasi gereken kisisel
ozellikler anlayisli olma, empati yapabilme, giiler yiizlii olma, iyi niyetli olma
ve kibar olma seklinde ifade edilirken mesleki 6zellikler kidemli olma,
pedagojik acidan bilgili olma ve yeniliklere agik olma seklinde ifade edilmistir.
Aday Ogretmenlerin mentdrlik uygulamasinin daha iyi olmasi igin neler
yapilmasi gerektigine iligkin goriisleri incelendiginde adaylarin 6ncelikli olarak
stire¢ icerisinde yer alan formlarin azaltilmasini, uygulamanin atanilan yerde
yapilmasit gerektigini ve uygulama ortaminin daha 0zgiir olmasi gerektigini
ifade ettikleri goriilmektedir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: mentor Ogretmen, mentor Ozellikleri, 6gretmen
adaylar1
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Introduction

It is a fact that most newly appointed teacher candidates have problems in
respect of personal, social and professional matters. Especially, the inadequacy of
theoretical information in practice increases the problems experienced by teacher
candidates during the first years when they start the profession. In order to alleviate
such problems, the Ministry of National Education (MoNE) planned a training
process for teacher candidates and published a directive on March 2, 2016 after
amending the teacher candidate training process.

The purpose of this directive is to regulate the procedures and principles for the
training process of teacher candidates appointed to public educational institutions
under the Ministry of National Education. According to the directive, teachers carry
out class, school and out of school activities and participate in in-service educational
activities under the training program. During the training, teacher candidates are not
assigned independent class and duty work. Teacher candidates attend classes under
the supervision of a mentor teacher and accompany their mentors to observe them
while they are on duty (Article 5). The directive defines the concept of “mentor
teacher” as a teacher “who mentors teacher candidates during the candidate training
process”. The duties of a mentor teacher is provided in the directive as follows: “a)
Preparing the teacher candidate’s work program with the administrator of the
educational institution, b) Helping the teacher candidate carry out the activities set
forth in the work program and taking necessary measures, ¢) Monitoring, assessing
and guiding teacher candidates to ensure their training according to the work
programs, cc) Setting an example for teacher candidates with their professional
knowledge, skills, attitude and behavior and sharing their experiences with them, d)
Performing other duties as assigned by the administrator of the educational
institution” (Article 12). Similarly, the 19th National Education Council also adopted
some decisions on the mentor teaching program. According to such decisions, “It is
believed that there is a need for more structured practice-based models by mentor
teachers who possess the required education and experience during the training of
teacher candidates within the institution and the system after their admission to the
profession. With respect to the re-structuring of the candidacy process of teacher
candidates, teacher candidates must be placed in schools and institutions where they
train and complete their candidacy process under the supervision of mentor teachers
without being tenured” (www.meb.gov.tr). As seen, mentor/advisor teacher
implementation is used synonymously with mentorship and decisions were adopted
recommending the implementation of the mentorship program. Therefore, according
to the directive, mentor teachers are expected to set an example for teacher
candidates and participate in the preparation of a work program for teacher
candidates during the training. In such case, the “mentor teacher” implementation in
the directive can be considered under the scope of mentorship. Accordingly, the
following sections of the present study will use the term mentor to refer to mentor
teachers.

In recent years, mentorship providing support to beginning teachers (Hobson,
Ashby, Malderez & Tomlinson, 2009) is a complex process that involves guiding,
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teaching, influencing and supporting the beginning teachers (Koki, 1997; Ozcan &
Caglar, 2013; Kemmis, Heikkinen, Fransson, Aspfors & Edward-Groves, 2014). The
term mentor that was first used by Homer means "wise and trusted guide® (Bakioglu
& Hacifazlioglu, 2000). An investigation of the literature shows that there are several
definitions of mentorship. While Kuzu, Kahraman &Odabasi (2012), and Kram
(1985) defines mentorship as the support provided by a more experienced and
knowledgeable person (mentor) to a less experienced person (mentee), Daresh (2003)
defines it as a process of willingly transmitting experiences to people who need such
experiences. According to this, mentorship may be defined as guidance provided by
someone more experienced and knowledgeable in an area to people who are new in a
profession.

The mentorship process may be suggested to help beginning teacher candidates
with the solution of professional and organizational problems they face and their
orientation with the profession and the organization (Yarrow & Millwater, 1997;
Sezgin, Kosar & Emre, 2014). At this point, the mentorship involves a process where
the mentor teacher communicates school policies and processes to and shares
teaching methods, materials and other resources with teacher candidates, helps them
with the solution of problems faced during learning and teaching, provides
professional and personal support to teacher candidates and guides the development
process of the teacher candidates (Feiman-Nemser & Parker, 1992).

Mentorship in education goes hand in hand with the concepts of taking someone
as a role model and coaching. Although they seem similar to each other, there are
some differences. To take someone as a role model is to take someone as an
example. At this point one of the functions of mentorship is setting a positive model.
In coaching, a teacher supports another teacher in their development in professional
matters such as teaching skills and techniques. If mentorship is intended for
beginning teachers, coaching is an important part of the mentorship process (Koki,
1997). While mentorship takes the values and vision of the organization into
consideration, coaching seeks to combine the values of the individual with the values
of the organization (Aydin, 2007). As seen, mentorship is a process that involves
taking someone as a role model and coaching and contributes not only to the
individual, but also to the organization.

Although the mentorship process contributes to the individual and the
organization, it also brings some advantages and disadvantages together.
Accordingly, mentorship alleviates the teacher’s feeling of loneliness, heightens their
feeling of trust and self-respect and improves their skills of class and time
management, as well as teaching them to overcome the workload and helping with
their problem solving skills (Yarrow & Millwater, 1997; Devos, 2010). Besides,
from the organization perspective, it allows school employees to know each other
better, which leads to increased cooperation and job satisfaction and creates an
organization climate supporting professional development and participation in the
school (Hobson, Ashby, Malderez, &Tomlinson, 2009). While mentorship
contributes to employees’ personal and professional development (Lyons, Scroggins
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& Rule, 1990), it also enhances the communication and increases the cooperation
and trust between the colleagues (Rhodes, Stokes & Hampton, 2004). The
mentorship process also improves the leadership and communication skills of
mentors, helps them gain a critical perspective, increases their job satisfaction and
makes them realize their own learning experiences. For mentees, the mentorship
process develops their professional and organizational skills, helps them learn how to
accept criticism, contributes to the development of a feeling of autonomy and
independence and develops their learning and analytical thinking skills. For the
organization, the mentorship process increases the trust within the organization,
supports personal development and increases the job satisfaction and performance of
employees (McKimm, Jolie & Hatter, 2007).

However, the mentorship process sometimes can cause the workload to become
uncontrollable and adversely affects the mentor’s live due to the stress it causes, and
some mentors fail to provide emotional and psychological support to teacher
candidates and support teacher candidates (Hobson, Ashby, Malderez, & Tomlinson,
2009). This situation has led to the question of what qualities mentors must possess.
According to this, a good mentor must first accept to be a mentor. Later, he/she must
be a good listener, must not be judgmental, and must show empathy, provide
feedback, have a sense of humor, and be accessible, trustworthy and experienced
(McKimm, Jolie & Hatter, 2007).

Mentorship is an important process for beginning teacher candidates. For, a
teacher candidate enters a phase where he/she will utilize the theoretical knowledge
he/she has learned so far, and tries to familiarize himself/herself with an educational
organization and learn about the relationships within the organization and learn the
learning and teaching process. At this point, the teacher candidate is faced with
emotional, professional and personal problems. “The mentor teacher” status put into
effect by the last amendment is expected to help the teacher candidates overcome
such problems. In other words, the advising teacher, in a sense, serves as a mentor. A
review of the literature shows that there are research suggesting that mentorship
contributes to the training of teacher candidates (Kocabas & Yirci, 2011; Bozok,
Yildirim & Demirtas, 2011, Aslan & Ocal, 2012; Mastapha, 2011; Pinkston, 2008;
Mordan, 2012). However, these studies focus on the contributions of mentorship,
emphasize its importance for teacher training, mention about the mentor role of the
school administrators in the training of teacher candidates, and present the views of
teachers and administrators on the matter. Whereas, it is believed important to
discover the views of the teachers candidates who are faced with problems and need
support during the implementation introduced with the concept of “mentor teacher”
for the training of teacher candidates so that such views might bring about a different
perspective for the process of teacher training and shed light on the expectations of
teacher candidates who need development and support.

The present study aims to identify the contribution to the professional skills of
the newly appointed teachers of the Ministry of National Education of their activities
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conducted in class with their mentor teachers for 24 weeks, and the views of teacher
candidates on such implementation.

Method

The phenomenology design, a quantitative research design that fits the nature
of the present study, was used. This design aims to discover the individua

perceptions or perspectives regarding a specific phenomenon (Patton, 2002; Yildirim
& Simsek, 2008).

Research Sample

The study group consists of the teacher candidates situated in Mentese district of
Mugla. There are 89 teacher candidates in Mentese central district of Mugla. The
research data was collected from 52 teachers. 57 teachers candidates situated in
Mentese central district of Mugla completed an open-ended questions form about
mentor teacher program. While 52 of the teacher candidates participating in the
research completed the form, 5 thereof were not included in the study because they
did not complete the form properly. The study group was selected by convenience
sampling method. According to Yildinnm & Simsek (2008), convenience sampling
method makes a study fast and practical. Generally, a convenience sample is
relatively less costly. The purpose here is to create a relatively small sample. Also,
this method seeks to identify whether or not there are common or shared facts and
differences among the varying situations in the sample and explore the different
dimensions of a problem according to such variation (Yildirim & Simsek 2008).

In parallel with the nature of the qualitative research methods, 45 teachers
accessed were administered an open-ended questions form on the mentor teacher
implementation. The teachers were asked about their subject field and the provinces
to which they were appointed. Table 1 shows the teacher candidates’ subject fields
and the provinces to which they were appointed.

As seen from Table 1, the great majority of the teacher candidates participating
in the study are English language teachers (27.78%). Other subject fields are, in
respective order, primary education teaching (25%), counseling (8.3%), health
services (8.3%), Science teaching (8.3%) and information technologies teaching
(8.3%). 50% of the provinces appointed are eastern provinces and 25% thereof are
western provinces. 25% of the teachers participating in the study did not specify the
provinces to which they were appointed.
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Table 1

Teacher Candidates Subject Fields and the Provinces

n %
Subject Fields Health Services 3
Primary Education 2
Mathematics
Pre-School Teaching 2

Primary Education 11
Teaching
Science Teaching 4
Information 3
Technologies
Counseling 6
Literature 1
English 12
German 1
Total 45
Provinces Eastern Provinces 22
appointed Western Provinces 13
Not Specified 10
Total 45
Not Specified 7
Grand Total 52 100%

Data Collection Process

The data collection technique used herein is the open-ended questionnaire. The
views of the teacher candidates in Mugla on the mentor teacher implementation are
explored by achieving the sub-unit of the open-ended questions form developed by
the researchers. The form consists of seven questions. The questions were prepared
based on the Regulation of the Ministry of National Education on Teacher
Appointments and Reassignments published in the Official Gazette Issue no. 29329
of April 17, 2015 regarding the mentor teacher program. The questions were
finalized in line with the opinions of two experts in the field of education science and
a preliminary application was conducted. During the preliminary application, one
teacher candidate not included in the participant teacher candidate group was asked
the questions in the form in order to assess how clear and answerable the questions
were.

Data Analysis

Data analysis was performed by adopting two different approaches.
Accordingly, since the topics had been pre-defined, descriptive analysis method was
used mostly, while content analysis method was also used to identify the codes under
the main topics. Yildirnm and Simsek (2008) suggested that the views of the
individuals interviewed or observed might often be quoted directly in descriptive
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analyses to reflect their views in a striking manner. The present study also quoted the
responses of the participating teachers to reveal their views objectively. Care was
used to ensure that the researchers mutually agreed on the comments and codings
regarding the data. As for the evaluation of the questions, some expressions by the
teachers were included, and the main points shared by such expressions were
investigated in view of their frequency and percentage. Also, codes were used while
tabulating the data (T1, T2, T3...).

Validity and Reliability

The intercoder reliability of the themes developed was checked to ensure the
internal reliability. The themes were separately coded by the researchers, and the
consistency between the codings was compared.

The records of the open-ended questions were coded by two coders. Before the
codes, the second coder went through a training process. An external expert (the
second coder) trained the second author of the present study (the main coder) in
understanding the views of the teacher candidates on mentor teaching easily. During
such training process, the second author was taught about the Questions, the duties of
a mentor teacher as set forth by the Regulation of the Ministry of National Education
on Teacher Appointments and Reassignments published in the Official Gazette Issue
no. 29329 of April 17, 2015, and the qualities of a mentor teacher in the literature.
When an 80% agreement was achieved between the coders during the training
process, the main coder began coding all of the records. The second coder coded
25% of the records. The intercoder reliability was checked by the “Agreement /
Agreement + Disagreement X 100” formula (Miles & Huberman, 1994). The study
reliability calculated was 83.3%. To ensure the reliability of the study, short and
direct quotes were included, and the data collected was grouped and presented to the
reader without adding any comment. The findings are interpreted in the discussion
section.

Findings

In this section, the main themes determined based on the main research
questions and sub research questions are included as shown in Figure 1. Also, the
views of the participants on the mentorship implementation are presented along with
their statements under the main themes headline.

There are four main themes in the study: (1) The views of the teacher candidates
on the mentorship implementation, (2) the views of the teacher candidates as to
whether or not the mentorship implementation should continue, (3) The qualities
required of a mentor teacher according to the teacher candidates, (4) The views of the
teacher candidates as to what must be done to improve the implementation.
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Figure 1
Main Themes and Sub Themes
Findings Regarding the Main Theme of Mentorship Implementation

Under this heading are the findings on the main theme and sub themes
determined based on the main research question 1. The participants were asked about
their views on mentorship (mentor/advising teacher) implementation, which led to
three sub themes under the main theme. Figure 2 shows the frequency of the
references made by the participants to these concepts.
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Figure 2

The Participant Views on Mentorship Implementation
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The participants were asked about their views on the mentorship implementation
in the open-ended questions form, and the theme and sub themes were identified
based on their views on the implementation. According to the findings, the main
theme of views on the mentorship implementation was explored by dividing it into
three sub themes, namely ‘the implementation must be improved’, ‘a useful
implementation’, and ‘the implementation must certainly be discontinued’.
According to figure 2, 12 participants referred to the sub concept of ‘the
implementation must be improved’, 26 participants refereed to the sub concept of ‘a
useful implementation’, and 4 participants referred to the sub concept of ‘the
implementation must certainly be discontinued’.

T31 described the sub dimension of ‘the implementation must be improved’ as
follows;

“l think that the implementation should definitely continue. However, we
teacher candidates must also be asked about our views by such surveys and
interviews during the process...” (T31)

Some participants stated that the implementation was useful, but argued that it
should be improved in terms of the administrative matters and the mentor teacher.
For example, T10 and T11 expressed their views as follows.

“A useful implementation. However, it is a new implementation and | believe
there are some opportunities (room for improvement). ” (T10)

“I think it is a useful implementation. However, the system has yet to settle, and
therefore there are some major flaws. ” (T11)

The number the teachers finding the implementation useful are more in
comparison to the other sub dimensions. The teachers of this view in general used the
concepts such as productive, useful, great and helpful for the implementation.

“I consider the mentor teacher program to be an important one, | think it is
useful...” (T22)

“I think it is a productive implementation. ” (T23)

“l1 find the mentor teacher implementation agreeable. Especially, it is great to
practice at a place of our choosing...” (T1)

The teachers who described the implementation as useless used very definitive
expressions.

“l think it is an unproductive process. One learns with experiences. You cannot
adopt and embrace the students because a set of eyes is constantly watching
you. You cannot speak properly and be genuine. Students cannot embrace you,
either. You have to fill tons of forms, which, | believe, is very unnecessary.”
(T27)

“I think it is a useless implementation. It was done in the past, too. It is not a
new implementation. ” (T30)
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.............. 1 find teacher candidacy nonsensical, let alone mentor teaching. We
have already been sufficiently trained in the faculty of education. ” (T33)

“I don’t find this implementation useful ............. 7 (T4)

Findings Regarding the Main Theme of Whether or not Mentorship
Implementation Should Continue

According to the responses of the teacher candidates to the question whether or
not the mentorship implementation should continue, three sub themes were identified
including ‘should continue’, ‘should not continue’, and ‘should continue after some
reforms’. Figure 3 shows the frequency of the references made by the participants to
these concepts.
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Figure 3
View on Whether or not Mentorship Implementation Should Continue

16 of the participating candidate teachers argued that the implementation should
continue, while 16 thereof argued that it should continue after some reforms and 6
thereof argued that it should not continue.

The teachers who wanted the implementation to continue generally argued that
the implementation’s return for them was experience, and therefore that it should
continue.

“It should continue. The teacher candidates must be given the option to replace
their mentor teachers. The teacher candidate must be paid additional teaching
remuneration.” (T37)

“Yes. It should be in place to see a school atmosphere, observe relationships
and get over the apprenticeship. However, | think that there is too much
dependent on the mentor in the program. ” (T1)

“Yes, it should continue because a teacher candidate learns from a mentor
teacher how to prepare for a class and adjust and teach according to the class
level. ” (T14)
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The teacher candidates who did not want the implementation to continue
generally referred to the problems arising from the mentor teacher.

“No, it should not continue. My mentor teacher is good, but another friend
suffers greatly from his/hers. Also, there is the form burden, of course. That’s
why it shouldn’t continue. Let’s just go to the provinces we are appointed to and
start doing our time at once. ” (T3)

“No, because | think it would be more useful if we went to our assigned places
and settle in at once. ” (T4)

The teacher candidates who wanted the implementation to continue with some
reforms;

“It should continue after further supplementing it and remedying some
shortfalls. ” (T22)

“It should continue, but the teacher candidates must be given the option to
replace their mentor teacher. Also, the teacher candidate must be paid
additional teaching remuneration. ” (T23)

“Yes, but we should intern where we are appointed. It is necessary to get over
the apprenticeship. ” (T11).

“Yes, but no in its current state. However, if we started where we are
appointed and if it functioned in a more planned manner, then it should
continue. ” (T13)

Finding Regarding the Main Theme of Qualities Required of a Mentor Teacher

According to the responses of the teacher candidates to the question regarding
the qualities required of a mentor teacher, three sub themes were identified including
professional qualities, personal qualities and other. Figure 4 shows the frequency of
the references made by the participants to these concepts.

The sub themes personal qualities and individual qualities have also their own
sub themes. Accordingly, the teacher candidates defined the personal qualities
required of a mentor teacher as being understanding (n=8), showing empathy (n=4),
being good-humored (n=3), having good faith (n=6), and being kind (n=2). The
teacher candidates listed the professional qualities required of a mentor teacher as
having seniority (n=13), being knowledgeable in pedagogics (n=6) and being open to
new ideas (n=8).

The teacher candidates described the personal qualities of a mentor teacher as
follows.

“He/she must be understanding and must remember that we are teachers, too.”
(T28)
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“ s He/she should not try to put pressure, should motivate us when we are
before the students, and should criticize by toning down.” (T32)

“A mentor teacher should be helping and sharing, should not have a selfish
personality. ” (T1)
“They should be patient and good humored toward candidates.” (T5)

“They should have good faith and should not try to burden the teacher
candidate with their own private chores. ” (T37)
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Figure 4

The teacher candidates described the professional qualities of a mentor teacher
as follows.

“They should be experienced and decide based on the perceptible observations
as to whether or not the candidate has progressed in terms of behavior in the
school.” (T1)
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“They must be competent at transmitting their experiences. They must be
enthusiastic, remember that the candidate is their colleague and approach
accordingly. ” (T10)

“They must be experienced, and working and supporting without any
materialistic expectation. ” (T15)

“A teacher assigned as a mentor must develop himself/herself continuously.”
(T5)

Findings Regarding the Main Theme of What Should Be Done to Improve the
Implementation

The teacher candidates were asked about what should be done to improve the
Implementation, and four sub themes were derived based on their responses. These
themes are grouped as follows: implementation at the place appointed (n=5),
reducing the forms (n=27), implementation in a free atmosphere (n=8) and other
(n=13). Figure 5 shows the frequency of the references made by the participants to
these concepts.

O O

the atmosphere must be more frae 7/

N n=13 other

What Should B2 Done

to Improve the
Mentorship
/4 N\
."“ \\
//' \
/ R
O \
implementation at the placs appointad the f‘Q

Figure 5

What Should Be Done to Improve the Mentorship Implementation According to the
Participants

The sub dimension referred to the most in the main theme regarding what should
be done to improve the implementation is ‘the forms must be reduced’. In this sub
dimension the teacher candidates stated that the forms were unnecessary waste of
time, that the documentation load was very heavy and that they were unable to focus
on their essential work because of it.
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“That many forms should not be filled. A form after each class and 9 forms a
week, it is drudgery. Think about it; one takes great pains to complete them.
Also, a teacher's style of teaching is always the same, what else could I write in
there. ” (T38)

“Also, there is the form burden, of course. That’s why it shouldn’t continue.
Let’s just go to the province we are appointed to and start doing our time at
once.” (T39)

“It helps you gain experience, but the documentation chore is heavy and should
be addressed.” (T12)

Besides, some teacher candidates argued that the atmosphere must be more free.

“It could use a little more free atmosphere. We sometimes feel a lot of pressure.
It should take place in a more free atmosphere. ” (T40)

“It should take place in a more free atmosphere. ” (T26)
Conclusion and Suggestions

The present study sought to discover the views of the teacher candidates on the
mentorship implementation. The views of the teacher candidates was dealt with
under four main themes including the mentorship implementation, whether or not the
mentorship implementation should continue, the qualities required of a mentor
teacher and what should be done to improve the implementation.

An examination of the views of the teacher candidates on the mentorship
implementation shows that about half the teachers find it useful while some think
that it should be improved. Few participants stated that the implementation should be
discontinued. Similarly, Karadag’s (2015) study also revealed that the teachers found
the mentorship process useful. A review of the literature suggests that the mentorship
implementation contributes to an individual’s personal and professional development
and helps create a positive school climate (Karadag, 2015; Celik, 2011; Yarrow &
Millwater, 1997; Aslan & Ocal, 2012). Arnold-Rogers, Arnett and Harris (2008) and
Zientek (2007) discovered during their studies that the mentorship was useful during
the first years of teaching and developed the relationship between the colleagues. In
this case, the mentorship is apparently useful. However, some participants find it
useless and especially think that the forms completed during the process are
unnecessary. Similarly, Ulubey (2016) found that, teacher candidates think that the
program was positive, but think that forms filled in the program had to be reduced or
eliminated. The reason for that may be the heavy workload of the teachers and the
reluctance of the participants to participate in the process. Hence, some research
discovered that the teachers who found the implementation useless were reluctant to
participate in the process (Karadag, 2015; Aspfors & Fransson, 2015) and had
difficulty taking the time due to their workload (Karadag, 2015).
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A review of the views of the teacher candidates as to whether or not the
mentorship implementation should continue shows that the majority wanted it either
to continue or continue with some reforms. The participants think that the
implementation serves as an experience for them, but that they must have the option
to choose their mentor teacher. The option to choose a mentor is considered an
important stage of the process (Karadag, 2015; Eby & Lockwood, 2005). For,
choosing a mentor constitutes the basis of a mutual trust and voluntary action in the
process. A mentorship relationship built upon such basis will contribute a lot more.
Also, the participants stated that it would be more helpful if the implementation was
conducted where they were appointed. With regard to this matter, some participants
pointed to some problems arising from the mentors and stated that the
implementation should not continue. At this point, the qualities of the mentor appear
to be important.

The views of the teacher candidates on the qualities required of a mentor are
grouped under the headings of personal and professional qualities. Personal qualities
required of a mentor, as the participants described, are being understanding, showing
empathy, being good-humored, having good faith and being kind, while professional
qualities required of a mentor, again as the participants described, are having
seniority, being knowledgeable in pedagogics and being open to new ideas. A review
of the literature shows that a good mentor must show empathy, must not be
judgmental, must be open minded, must have a sense of humor, must be supportive,
and must have professional experience (McKimm, Jollie & Hatter, 2007). Colins
(1983; as cited by Esas, 2013) suggests that a mentor must put himself/herself in
someone else's place, must be a good listener and must be constructive. Again. Some
research emphasized the importance for a mentor to show empathy and realize the
needs of the person before him/her (Beutel & Spooner-Lane, 2009; Sinclair, 2003;
Tang & Choi, 2005).

A review of the views of the teacher candidates as to what should be done to
improve the mentorship implementation shows that, first, the forms should be
reduced in the process, that the implementation should be conducted where they are
appointed and that the implementation atmosphere should be more free. Especially,
they think that form completion takes a lot of time, and regard it as a workload and
drudgery.

In conclusion, the majority of the teacher candidates finds the mentorship
implementation useful, want it to continue with some reforms and emphasize the
importance of the ability to choose one’s own mentor. Accordingly, it may help solve
the problems if the implementation’s shortfalls are reviewed, the candidates are
given the option to choose their own mentor, the workload of the process is reduced
and the mentors are selected among the persons fit for this task. However, if the
implementation is to be carried out at their appointment places, it will allow them to
better learn about the place they will work at as teachers and approach more
positively to the problems experienced there. The present study investigated the
views of the teacher candidates in Mugla on the mentorship program. It is believed
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important if future research focus on the view of the mentors participating in the
process and discovering any common problems by conducting studies in different
provinces.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate how prospective mathematics
teachers’ develop their knowledge of mathematics lesson plan in a Teaching
methods course. We conducted this qualitative study with eight prospective
secondary mathematics teachers studying at at a state university in Turkey. We
have collected during the course of “Teaching methods in mathematics
education”. We have asked questions about planning mathematics lessons to 60
prospective teachers at the beginning of the course. We have individually
interviewed with eight prospective teachers. The prospective teachers prepared
lesson plans in pairs based on the acquisition in the curriculum that was
provided by the instructor of the course. After the Teaching methods course, we
again interviewed these prospective teachers with their peers whom they
prepared their lesson plans with. In beginning of the course, some of the
prospective mathematics teachers confused mathematics lessons plan with
mathematics curriculum. We have explored two categories at the beginning of
the course: knowledge of components in lesson plans and knowledge of
students’ motivation and understandings. The knowledge of teachers’ self-
assessment is the other category, which evolved from the data at the end of the
course. We have found that prospective secondary mathematics teachers’
knowledge of mathematics lesson plans change from structural level to
instructional level. In the beginning of the course, the prospective teachers
mentioned sections of a lesson plan, elements of teaching process, and
classroom context. After the course, they gave detailed information about how
to organize an instructional process considering students’ motivation and
understandings. The prospective teachers also put the acquisitions in center of
the lesson plan. They had never referred mathematical content before they took
the course. However they realized the importance of their own mathematical
content knowledge while designing a plan.
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Ortadgretim Matematik Ogretmen Adaylarinin
Ders Plani Bilgilerindeki Degisimin Analizi

Oz

Bu arastirmada, ortadgretim matematik Ogretmen adaylarmin “Ozel
Ogretim yoOntemleri” dersinde matematik ders plan1 bilgilerini nasil
gelistirdiklerini incelemek amaglanmistir. Bu nitel arastirma Tiirkiye’deki bir
devlet tniversitesinin bes yillik matematik 6gretmenligi programina devam
etmekte olan sekiz 6gretmen adayi ile gergeklestirilmistir. Aragtirmanin verileri
katilimcilarin  egitimlerinin  sekizinci ddéneminde aldiklart “Ozel 6gretim
yontemleri” dersinde toplanmistir. Dersin baslangicinda toplam 60 6gretmen
adayina matematik dersini planlama ile ilgili sorular yoneltilmistir.
Arastirmacilar katilimeilar belirlemek i¢in &gretmen adaylarinin cevaplarini
analiz etmislerdir. Belirlenen sekiz 6gretmen adayiyla bireysel goriismeler
yapilmistir. Bu ders boyunca 6gretmen adaylar ikiserli gruplar halinde, dersin
yiriitiiciisiinin  belirledigi ve Ogretim programinda yer alan kazanimlar
dogrultusunda ders planlar1 hazirlamiglardir. Ogretim yontemleri dersinin
sonunda ders planlarmi ikiserli hazirlayan 6gretmen adaylari ile goriismeler
yapilmigtir. Elde edilen bulgular 1si§inda dersin basinda, bazi 6gretmen
adaylarinin matematik ders plani ile 6gretim programi arasindaki farklar ayirt
edemedikleri goriilmiigtiir. Dersin basinda Ogretmen adaylarinin ders plant
bilesenleri bilgisi ile 6grencilerin anlamalar1 ve motivasyonlar: bilgisine sahip
olduklar belirlenmistir. Dersin bitiminde ise 6gretmenin kendini degerlendirme
bilgisi yeni bir kategori olarak ortaya ¢ikmigtir. Ogretmen adaylarmin ders plani
bilgilerinin yapisal diizeyden &gretimsel diizeye doniistiigii goriilmiistiir. Ozel
Ogretim yontemleri dersinin basinda Ogretmen adaylarinin bir ders planin
boliimleri, Ogretim siirecinin elemanlar1 ve siif ortamindan bahsettikleri
belirlenmistir. Dersin sonunda ise 6grencilerin anlamalar1 ve motivasyonlarini
g6z Oniinde bulundurarak 6gretimsel siireci nasil organize edeceklerine dair
detayli agiklamalarda bulunmuslardir. Ogretmen adaylar1 ayrica kazanimlari,
ders planinin merkezine yerlestirmislerdir. Ogretim yontemleri dersini almadan
once matematiksel i¢erikten bahsetmemislerdir. Ancak bu dersle birlikte ders
plan1 tasarlarken, kendi matematiksel icerik bilgilerinin Snemini fark
etmislerdir.

Anahtar Sézciikler: pedagojik alan bilgisi, ortadgretim 6gretmen adaylari,
matematik egitimi, ortaggretim seviyesi, ders plani
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Introduction

Prospective mathematics teachers often form their ideas on teaching
mathematics based on their school experiences in the past, both at K-12 and
undergraduate level (Barkatsas & Malone, 2005). Their experiences in Mathematics
Teacher Education Programme enable them to obtain new perspectives for both
mathematical content and teaching mathematics (Prescott, Bausch, & Bruder, 2013).
The content knowledge on its own is not adequate for teaching mathematics in an
effective manner, it is also important to examine the way mathematics are taught
(Ball, Hill, & Bass, 2005; Shulman, 1986).

The studies focusing on teachers’ knowledge are mostly based on the works of
Shulman (1986, 1987). Shulman’s (1987) theory for knowledge of teaching consists
of subject matter knowledge, general pedagogical knowledge, and pedagogical
content knowledge, which he defines as “a special amalgam of content and pedagogy
that is uniquely the province of teachers, their own special form of professional
understanding” (p. 8). Most scholars and policy makers agree on Shulman’s
pedagogical content knowledge in that it has an important contribution to teaching
and learning mathematics (Hill, Ball, & Schilling, 2008). How to teach mathematical
content and understand students’ way of thinking have been an issue for pedagogical
content knowledge (An, Kulm, & Wu, 2004). Many researchers have been inspired
by Shulman’s (1986, 1987) pedagogical content knowledge conceptions in
mathematics education (Baumert et al., 2010; Hill et al., 2008; Tatto et al., 2008). For
example, Baumert et al. (2010), within the scope of COACTIV (Professional
Competence of Teachers, Cognitively Activating Instruction and the Development of
Students’ Mathematical Literacy) have examined pedagogical content knowledge
into three subcategories, including; (i) knowledge of mathematical tasks, (ii)
knowledge of students’ thinking and assessment, and (iii) knowledge of multiple
representations and explanations of mathematical problems. The International
Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA) has questioned the
differences among mathematics teacher education programmes. They have also
investigated the effectiveness of these programmes. This international comparative
study is called as “Teacher Education and Development Study — Learning to Teach
Mathematics (TEDS-M)”, in the literature (Tatto et al., 2008). TEDS-M has
explained knowledge for teaching mathematics through two conceptions, which are
(i) mathematics content knowledge, and (ii) mathematics pedagogical content
knowledge. Researchers from University of Michigan have also produced another
conceptual framework. As described by Hill et al. (2008); mathematical knowledge
for teaching comprises of subject matter knowledge, and pedagogical content
knowledge. The subject matter knowledge consists of common content knowledge,
specialized content knowledge, and knowledge at the mathematical horizon. The
subcategories of pedagogical content knowledge include knowledge of content and
students, knowledge of content and teaching, and knowledge of curriculum. In our
study, while analyzing the first experiences of the prospective mathematics teachers
on preparing a lesson plan, we have taken the related literature into account.
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Understanding and having knowledge on (i) mathematics, (ii) students and, (iii)
pedagogical strategies may influence the effectiveness of the teaching (NCTM,
2000). Preparing a mathematical lesson plan is necessary for an effective teaching.
The knowledge required for designing a proper mathematics lesson is one of the
components of pedagogical content knowledge (Prescott et al., 2013). The main
reason why a lesson plan is prepared is to ensure the efficiency of the lesson and to
make the lesson effective in the given time (Gall & Acheson, 2011). Preparing a
lesson plan also has an influence on students’ getting meaningful learning
opportunities. Lesson plans help us document our ideas on teaching and share and/or
use them after adjusting them to students and environment for the upcoming years. In
short, lesson planning forms the instruction, which teachers design for
implementation (Ozogul & Sullivan, 2009). In the classroom, teachers might face
with a variety of challenges. Lesson planning has the potential to help the
implementation of instruction despite these challenging situations (Akyuz, Dixon, &
Stephan, 2011). It is known that lesson planning could not demonstrate all aspects of
pedagogical content knowledge (Chick & Pierce, 2008). This kind of knowledge has
a critical role, especially for the prospective mathematics teachers who are at the
beginning of their professional career. However, the literature has paid only little
attention to knowledge of lesson planning. It is of importance for both prospective
teachers and their educators to realize what prospective teachers gain from the
courses related to the mathematics teaching and learning. We believe that the
educators of prospective teachers must shed light on constructing knowledge of
lesson planning. We have focused on prospective mathematics teachers’ knowledge
of mathematics lesson plans in order to reveal the development of their pedagogical
content knowledge in a “Teaching methods in mathematics education” course. Such
a course allows prospective teachers to construct their own pedagogical content
knowledge and also enables teacher educators to reflect on their lesson planning
process (Rusznyak & Walton, 2011). Lastly, we have formulated our research
question as: In what ways the prospective secondary mathematics teachers develop
their knowledge on preparing a lesson plan in a “Teaching methods in mathematics
education” course?

Method
Participants

We conducted this qualitative study with eight prospective secondary
mathematics teachers studying at a five-year teacher education program at the
Secondary Science and Mathematics Education department of a state university in
Turkey. The prospective secondary mathematics teachers have completed most of the
mathematics content courses such as algebra and geometry. Besides, they have also
taken most of the pedagogy courses such as developmental psychology and
classroom management. After completing these courses, the prospective teachers
have taken technologies and material design, and mathematics teaching courses that
include modeling, problem solving, abstraction, generalization, mathematical
understanding, nature of mathematics and preparing activities required for teaching
mathematics which combines knowledge from mathematics content with pedagogy
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courses. While coding the raw data, we have assigned each participant a number
from 1 to 8. We have coded each prospective teacher as PTx. Here, X refers to the
number we have assigned to each prospective teacher.

Data Collecting Process

We have collected data from the prospective secondary mathematics teachers
during the course of “Teaching methods in mathematics education”, which was taken
during their 8th semester. Firstly, we have asked 60 prospective mathematics
teachers to put forward their ideas on planning mathematics lessons at the beginning
of the course. Table 1 displays the questions in the survey:

Table 1

The Questions that We Asked at the Beginning of the Course

1. What comes to your mind when you think about a lesson plan?

2. Have you ever examined a lesson plan before? If you have, could you write about your
observations regarding the lesson plan?

3. What are the things that a lesson plan must contain, in your opinion?

4. Is it necessary and/or important for you to prepare a lesson plan?

5. How do you think a lesson plan should be prepared?

We analyzed the answers of 60 prospective mathematics teachers in order to
select the participants. The reason why eight participants were selected was because
they provided us with rich data by writing their ideas in a detailed way. Then, we
have individually interviewed these prospective teachers and asked them to clarify
their answers written in the survey. The video typed interviews, which were
conducted before the Teaching methods course; have approximately taken 15
minutes for each participant.

The instructor of “Teaching methods in mathematics education course” is a
professor in mathematics, who has been teaching this course for 10 years. The
course, which lasted for 14-weeks, was carried out in three stages. The first stage of
the course took two weeks. The instructor of the Teaching methods made an
introduction to the Turkish secondary mathematics curriculum, the skills the
curriculum aims to gain, and how to read and interpret the acquisitions, which are the
national standards, in the Turkish curriculum (MoNE, 2013). Then in the second
stage, which took two weeks of the course, the instructor informed the prospective
teachers about the lesson plan, which included the aim, structure and content of the
lesson plan. In the last stage that covers the remaining weeks of the 14-week course,
the prospective teachers prepared lesson plans in pairs according to an acquisition
selected from the curriculum, and presented their lesson plan in the classroom. The
prospective teachers prepared their lesson plans in pairs based on the acquisition in
the curriculum that was provided by their instructor. While the prospective teachers
presented their lesson plans in groups, other prospective teachers monitored and
criticized their contents and structures of the lesson plans.
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After the Teaching methods course, we interviewed the participants with their
peers whom they prepared their lesson plans with. Table 2 indicates the questions we
have asked in the interview. The last videotaped interviews, which were conducted
after the Teaching method, have approximately taken 30 minutes for each.

Table 2

The Questions that We Asked at the End of the Course

1. Can you discuss the experiences you had during the process of preparing a lesson
plan?

2. After the lesson designing experience you have had, what do you think should be
included in a lesson plan? What should a lesson plan cover?

3. After the lesson designing experience you have had, how do you think a lesson should
be designed? What should you take into consideration while designing a lesson plan?

4. What do you think of the necessity and significance of designing a lesson plan?

Data Analysis

The qualitative content data analysis, designed by Auerbach and Silverstein
(2003), was adopted while analyzing the data collected throughout the research.
Firstly, we have transcribed and read the row data. Considering the pedagogical
content knowledge literature, we have highlighted what we have found as relevant.
The related data were separated into meaningful units in the first step of coding, as
described by Patton (2002). The data were coded and categorized according to these
units; moreover the categories were analyzed and interpreted.

Findings

We have explored two categories for prospective teachers’ knowledge of
mathematics lesson plans at the beginning of the course. These categories are (i)
knowledge of components in lesson plans and (ii) knowledge of students’ motivation
and understandings. At the end of the course, we determined another category, which
is named as “knowledge of teacher’s self-assessment” and is different from the two
other categories (see Table 3). We will provide further details for these categories in
the subsections.



Table 3

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION AND FUTURE 163

Knowledge of Prospective Secondary Mathematics Teachers on Lesson Plans

Categories Sub-categories at the Sub-categories at the end of
beginning of the course the course
Knowledge of the Structure of the lesson plan Structure of the lesson plan

components in lesson plans

sections
Structure of teaching process
Structure of classroom context

sections

Structure of teaching process
Structure of the classroom
context

Considering curriculum

Knowledge of students’
motivation and
understandings

Motivating students
Realizing students’ prior
knowledge

Motivating students

Realizing students’ prior
knowledge

Being aware of students’
individual differences
Evaluating students’
understandings in the process of
teaching

Knowledge of teacher’s self-
assessment

Examining different resources
Reviewing teachers’ own
mathematical content knowledge
Using the lesson plan as a
guidance

Prospective Mathematics Teachers’ Knowledge of Lesson Plans at the

Beginning of the Course

At the beginning of the Teaching methods course, some of the prospective
mathematics teachers confused mathematics lessons plan with mathematics
curriculum. They thought that lesson plan and the curriculum could be viewed as the
same with minor differences. Also, they declared that a lesson plan was a more
detailed version of a curriculum. Here are some of prospective teachers’

explanations:

PTs: “I think that teachers should plan how to organize acquisitions for a whole
session. Lesson plans are elaborative forms of the curriculum. Teachers have to
plan both lessons and the whole session. They should firstly make the plan in

2

their minds.

PT4: “Lesson plan could be designed for a period or for a whole session. For
this reason, teachers should efficiently use the time.”

These prospective teachers thought that lesson plan could be used not only for
one lesson but for the whole year. Through these statements, they referred to
planning all of the lessons before the academic year begins. As seen from the
explanation of prospective teacher PTs, a lesson plan itself is a kind of a curriculum.
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Knowledge of components in lesson plans

The prospective teachers specified the elements a lesson plan should contain.
They mentioned sections, teaching process etc. while preparing a lesson plan. We
coded this category as the knowledge of components in lesson plans.

The prospective teachers explained what sorts of sections a lesson plan should
include. We coded this as structure of the lesson plan sections. The explanations of
prospective teachers are as follows:

PTi: “It is a written outline that comprises of what I will do in the classroom,
the acquisition | will consider, what | will expect from students, what | will do if
an extraordinary thing happens, and the materials | will bring to the classroom.
In this way, students do not get confused.”

PT.: “A plan should be prepared in a detailed manner for each lesson. It should
include the acquisition and the subject, which I will provide the students with.
Also, it should contain what | will ask and pay attention as well as the sources |
will bring to the classroom.”

PTs: “A lesson plan does not need to be in a written form. The teacher must
already have something in mind about how he/she is going to do the things in
the classroom.”

The prospective teachers stated that a lesson plan should not only include the
subject matter knowledge but also the things to do in the classroom. They also
mentioned that a lesson plan should contain what a teacher expects from the students.
A lesson plan could be called as a “to do list” by the prospective teachers.

One of the other sub-categories, which we explored, is the structure of teaching
process. The prospective teachers mentioned that timing as well as using materials,
activities, and various techniques should be included within the instruction in a
classroom. Some of the prospective teachers’ explanations of their ideas are as
follows:

PTs: “We should determine the time usage according to the subjects and the
acquisitions.”

PT7: “We have to determine the techniques and methods related to the subject.
If we are going to use videos, computer software or activities in the classroom,
we should adjust the time usage accordingly.”

PTs: “We have to plan what we will do in 45 minutes. We will decide whether
we will use materials, videos or not.”’

The prospective teachers mainly considered the time usage as a factor for
structuring the teaching process. It is possible to assert that they perceived time
limitation as one of the most important components of preparing a lesson plan. They
mentioned other components after time usage component.
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The prospective teachers stated that the status of students and teacher, and the
environment of the classroom should be taken into consideration while preparing a
lesson plan. We coded this sub-category as the structure of classroom context. Some
of the quotations are stated below:

PT1: “I have to consider the status of students, physical environment, and
myself. Then | should prepare the lesson plan according to these statuses.”

PT4: “Physical and school environment should be considered while preparing a
lesson plan.”

PTe: “The features of the classroom context should also be taken into account.
If there are roundtables in the classroom, then you could use group work. But if
there is a traditional seating in the classroom, then you implement other ways.”

The prospective teachers recommended considering where the school is located
while preparing a lesson plan. One of the points that they remarked is desks in a
classroom. They suggested implementing a method according to the physical
environment of the classroom.

The knowledge of students’ motivation and understandings

The prospective teachers discussed how they motivate the students in the
classroom. They stated that they would pay attention to students’ prior knowledge
while preparing lesson plans. We named this coded category as the knowledge of
students’ motivation and understandings.

One of the sub-categories that we explored is motivating students. The
prospective teachers mentioned the significance of motivating students in the
classroom. Some of the quotations of the prospective teachers are as follows:

PT,: “Teacher must begin with an introduction that is attention-grabbing to the
lesson. Considering how the concept is used in our everyday lives,
demonstrating books or displaying interesting videos related to the subject
could be part of drawing attention to the lesson at the beginning.”

PTs: “I have to motivate the students and grab their attention as mentioned in
the 5E model of instruction. This must be a part of all lessons. Making the
lesson amusing is very important for me; a teacher should not be boring during
the lesson.”

The prospective teachers believe a teacher could use interesting activities at the
beginning of a lesson. They also added that displaying videos or real life examples
could motivate students at the beginning of the lesson. They mentioned that
motivating activities should be included in all of the sections of a lesson plan.

Being aware of students’ previous knowledge is another sub-category that we
coded. The prospective teachers took students’ prior content knowledge into
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consideration while preparing lesson plans. Here are some of the prospective
teachers’ explanations for this sub-category:

PT2: “You have to write to which level of the students you are going to
implement the lesson plan to. Also we have to write down reminder notes such
as “Pay attention to this point in that classroom” based on our thoughts on
Students’ previous cognitive levels.”

PTs: “I have to enable students to remember their previous knowledge. We have
to detect and know their competence in the previous subjects.”

PT7: “I organize the lesson plan according to the level of the students in the
classroom. After that, | try to choose the best techniques and methods for these
Students.”

As indicated in the abovementioned statements, prospective teachers stated that
teachers must pay attention to the previous cognitive level of their students. They
also had plans to determine the techniques and methods according to their students’
previous content knowledge. It can be inferred that they would try to map their
students’ previous knowledge before preparing a lesson plan.

Prospective Mathematics Teachers’ Knowledge of Lesson Plans at the End of
the Course

At the end of the course, none of the prospective teachers confused a lesson plan
with a curriculum. Of course, it is an expected result after having such a course, in
which the prospective teachers were introduced how to prepare a lesson plan. But
now, we have the knowledge of how the prospective teachers improve their
pedagogical content knowledge on preparing a lesson plan.

Knowledge of the components in lesson plans

The prospective teachers discussed the structure of the lesson plan sections
according to the acquisition. They argued the central role the acquisition plays in a
lesson plan. Some of the prospective teachers explained their ideas by saying

PTs: “It seems to me that a lesson plan should involve everything related to the
subject before taking the Teaching methods course. | also thought that it must
contain all skills of Bloom’s Taxonomy, but it is not like that. We have to
organize the lesson in accordance with the acquisition.”

PTs: “Firstly what we have to consider is the acquisition itself. We determine
the aim of the lesson according to the acquisition. Then, we decide the rest of
the sections, in the plan in line with this aim.”

The prospective teachers stated that a lesson plan should be prepared in
accordance with the acquisition. Before the Teaching methods course, they thought
that a lesson plan was similar to a “to do list”. As they have obtained an experience
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with preparing a lesson plan, they have started viewing acquisition as the key
component.

The prospective teachers explained the structure of teaching process in the same
way, in which they described it at the beginning of the Teaching method course.
However, after taking the Teaching methods course, they considered the acquisition
firstly while organizing the teaching process. Some of the explanations of the
prospective teachers are as follows:

PT1: “You have to specify which techniques you will implement and which of
them are suitable for the acquisition.”

PTs: “Modeling examples or just only one photograph could be used while
introducing a new concept.”

PTe: “While designing the lesson plan, we used computer software. But you
know, there will not be computers in the classroom context. So we arrange an
alternative plan for the activities.”

Before the Teaching methods course, the prospective teachers had given
attention to time usage for structuring the teaching process. As seen from their
abovementioned statements, they mentioned the structure of the teaching process
along with the acquisition. They also added some other elements such as using real
life and modeling examples, photographs; as well as applying alternative activities.

The prospective teachers explained the structure of the classroom context in a
similar way before and after taking the Teaching methods course. They evaluated the
teaching practices in the classroom environment. Their statements are as follows:

PT.: “Classroom structure is important. For example you decide to use
technology but if the classroom environment is not suitable for using
technology, it is just nonsense. You have to figure out another way.”

PTa4: “I have to keep in mind the social environment of the classroom while
preparing a lesson plan.”

PTs: “I have to look at the physical conditions of the classroom. According to
them, we decide whether to use computers, or. If there is no computer, maybe
we could do activities that only require paper and pencil.”

The prospective teachers highlighted the classroom structure while choosing the
Teaching methods. They also stated that social situations must be considered while
organizing the lesson plan. They specifically stressed on taking technological
opportunities in the classroom into consideration.

After taking the Teaching methods course, the prospective teachers stated that
the mathematics curriculum must be considered while organizing the lesson plan. We
coded this as considering the curriculum, which refers to the new sub-category of
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structuring the lesson plan. Some of the prospective teachers’ explanations are as
follows:

PTs: “We have to look at the mathematics curriculum; the content of the subject
is a very important matter.”

PTs: “Also we have to examine the time allocated for the acquisition. We have
to consider this while preparing the lesson plan.”

PTe: “What is the acquisition and what the acquisition involves are significant.
So, we have to carefully examine the curriculum.”

The prospective teachers stated that what curriculum allowed for the acquisition,
such as time usage, is important. They also took into account of subject matter,
which is mentioned in the curriculum, while organizing the lesson plans. It can be
concluded that after taking the Teaching methods course, the prospective teachers’
knowledge of lesson plan also includes the curriculum.

The knowledge of students’ motivation and understandings

The second category, which is the knowledge of students’ motivation and
understandings was elaborated and expanded further than the first category, which is
the knowledge of components in lesson plans at the end of the course. The
prospective teachers stated that being aware of students’ understandings and the
individual differences could have an influence on the process of preparing a lesson
plan. They also mentioned evaluating students’ understandings in the process of
teaching in this category.

The sub-category of motivating students did not display any major changes after
completing the Teaching methods course. The prospective teachers added that
maintaining students’ motivation plays a crucial role in preparing a lesson plan.
Some of the prospective teachers’ explanations are indicated below:

PTs: “We have to motivate the students so that they can pay more attention and
be interested in the lesson.”

PTs: “We could give some reminders for the subject in order to draw students’
attentions. If we want students to learn then we have to make them wonder.
Wondering could be triggered through a material, a video or an event from the
history.”

The prospective teachers extensively focused on drawing students’ attentions at
the beginning of the lesson. They thought that the more attention students pay to the
lesson, the more motivated they are for the lesson. They also stated that making
students wonder is significant to keep students motivated.

One of the other sub-categories, which has displayed minor changes, is being
aware of students’ previous knowledge at the end of the Teaching methods course.
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The prospective teachers mentioned cognitive levels of students. Some of their
explanations are as follows:

PTs: “We should determine learning methods and techniques according to the
level of students.”

Researcher: “How could you determine them?”

PT7: “We could choose the methods and techniques based on the readiness
level of students. We should consider how students comprehend that subject.”

This sub-category remained the same in terms of its content after the Teaching
methods course, as seen from the quotations of the prospective teachers. They
emphasized to choose techniques and methods according to the readiness level of
their students. They also stated that they would pay attention to the students’
cognitive levels.

After completing the Teaching methods course, the prospective teachers stated
that there could be differences in students’ learning and understanding. We coded
this as being aware of individual differences, which is the new sub-category. Some of
the prospective teachers’ explanations are indicated below:

PT1: “If students like to solve puzzles, they may be interested in puzzle activities
that we have prepared. However, you have to think alternative activities for the
others, who do not like solving puzzles.”

PTe: “You have to take students with high abilities and students with low
abilities into account at the same time while designing activities in the lesson
plan.”

PTs: “For the related acquisition, we could investigate where students make
mistakes or have difficulties. We could consider the Theory of Multiple
Intelligences. For the students with visual-spatial abilities, we could use
materials or videos. Also, whenever we use group work in a classroom, we can
ask students, who have verbal-linguistic abilities, to prepare an activity.”

The prospective teachers stated that there could be different activities for
different students. They offered to elaborate the activities according to individual
differences of students. They also suggested investigating the difficulties the students
experience regarding the concepts through the literature and thus raising awareness
for these difficulties.

After taking the Teaching methods course, the prospective teachers stressed on
monitoring students’ learning during the act of teaching. This new sub-category that
we coded is evaluating students’ understandings in the process of teaching. One of
the prospective teachers explained his/her ideas through the following statement:
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PTs: “We should plan to ask high level questions to the students between the
activities that we implement in the classroom. These questions should assess if
the students understood the first activity, or not, before proceeding with the
second activity. In fact, we receive feedbacks about the learning process.”

As seen from the quotation, PTs believe that asking questions about the activities
implemented by the teacher serves as an evaluation. This evaluation could be for
both assessing students’ learning and feedback of the implementation. It can be said
that the prospective teachers enhanced their knowledge of preparing a lesson plan at
the end of the course.

Knowledge of teacher’s self-assessment

The prospective teachers explained what a teacher must know for preparing a
lesson plan. Also they mentioned how a lesson plan must be used by a teacher. We
coded this category as the knowledge of teachers’ self-assessment, which evolved
from the data at the end of the Teaching method course.

Examining different resources is one of the sub-categories that we explored from
the data. The prospective teachers denoted that using libraries, looking for advanced
level books etc. are essential for preparing a lesson plan. Some of the prospective
teachers’ quotations are noted below:

PT.: “One of our instructors told us: “Wherever you are appointed, go to the
library of the university in the city.” I agree with him, as teachers, we should
follow the academic studies.”

PTs: “How and what we will teach students in the lessons have roots in the field
of academics. We could forget some of them, this could happen. But we could
use books or internet based resources to remember and revise our knowledge.”

The prospective teachers stated that they would go to the library in order to
follow the new studies in mathematics education literature. They also recommended
using books and internet for maintaining their knowledge active. It can be inferred
that the prospective teachers intend to enhance their background for both subject
matter knowledge and pedagogical knowledge.

The prospective teachers declared the importance of mathematical content
knowledge while preparing a lesson plan. We coded this sub-category as reviewing
teachers’ own mathematical content knowledge. Some excerpts from the prospective
teachers’ statements are as follows:

PTa: “Before this course, I thought that every definition in the books was right.
I have never criticized them. | always believed that they all were correct, but
this is not the case. While preparing the lesson plan, we made this mistake more
than once. From now on, I think we will criticize the mathematical knowledge in

2

every sense.
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PTs: “We prepare an activity in our lesson plan. However, we have seen that
we couldn’t make the definition of limit from the right. The instructor of the
course showed us how to re-organize our activity. | believe that teachers have
to be certain of their mathematical content knowledge before preparing a lesson
plan.”

The prospective teachers realized the importance subject matter knowledge
possesses for preparing the lesson plan. They also pointed out the mistakes they
made about the concepts while preparing a lesson plan. It is possible to say that for
the prospective teachers, having the right mathematical concepts is the main
component of preparing a comprehensive lesson plan.

One of the sub-categories for the knowledge of teachers’ self-assessment is
using the lesson plan as a guidance. The prospective teachers asserted that the lesson
plan serves as a guidance in the process of instruction. Here are some of the
prospective teachers’ explanations:

PT1: “I think that we prepare the lesson plan for ourselves. It facilitates the
teachers’ work. It determines your path and is a kind of a guidance for the
lessons. It also helps with students’ comprehensions. You make yourself
confident. Everyone wins. For example if there is something to be said that is
very important and you forgot it, you can remember by looking at the plan. They
could monitor the time schedule. In fact, it could serve as a development
schema of the teachers.”

PT.: “The lesson plan is helpful for the teachers. If you make the plan for each
lesson, it will be fruitful for you and your students.”

The prospective teachers thought that a lesson plan is not only for students’
understanding of the subject but also for teachers. They declared that the lesson plans
could make the lessons easier to organize for teachers. They believe that preparing
lesson plans could help teachers to monitor themselves during the lessons.

Discussion, Results and Suggestions

Lesson planning has the potential to reveal prospective teachers’ knowledge of
content, teaching and students’ understandings (Chick & Pierce, 2008). From this
point of view, we tried to explore the developmental process of prospective
secondary mathematics teachers’ knowledge of lesson planning during the “Teaching
methods in mathematics education” course. For this purpose, we interviewed eight
prospective teachers. As stated in the literature, we have seen that the participants
improved their pedagogical content knowledge about lesson plan (Prescott et al.,
2013). This could be interpreted as a natural result of having such a Teaching
methods course as we mentioned before. The findings indicate that prospective
secondary mathematics teachers’ knowledge of mathematics lesson plans change
from structural level to instructional level via teaching methods course. At the
beginning of the course, the prospective teachers mostly discussed structural issues
such as sections of a lesson plan, elements of teaching process, and classroom
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context. After the course, they were able to provide elaborative information about
how to organize an instructional process. They also put the acquisitions in center of
the lesson plan. It is possible to say that the prospective teachers improved not only
their knowledge of content and teaching, but also their knowledge of curriculum
(Hill et al., 2008; Tatto et al., 2008). The prospective teachers obtained further
knowledge of content and students (Hill et al., 2008) after the course emphasized the
significance of considering students’ motivation and understandings while preparing
a lesson plan. For example they highlighted the importance of being aware of
individual differences and evaluating students’ understandings in the classroom.
Having this knowledge could prepare the prospective teachers for unexpected
situations (Shalaway, 1997) in their early career.

Prospective secondary mathematics teachers had never mentioned mathematical
content before they took the course; however, they had recognized the role of their
own mathematical content knowledge, and the effect it has on designing a plan,
which may result from the instructor’s point of view in the course. The instructor
emphasized the importance of mathematical content in both being a rigorous
mathematics teacher and preparing a lesson plan according to the acquisition in
curriculum during the course. Accurate mathematical knowledge itself is not enough
for an efficient lesson plan; however, it still plays a key role in structuring a lesson
plan (Ball et al., 2005; Ozogul & Sullivan, 2009).

The prospective teachers also started to review a lesson plan as a guidance for
their teaching experiences, which may be due to the fact that they considered
themselves as more of a teacher at the end of the course. We believe that it could be
useful to provide prospective teachers with feedback so as to support the
development of their knowledge of lesson plans as we did at the end of the course.
As the prospective teachers presented their lesson plan, they received constructive
feedbacks not only from their instructor but also the other prospective teachers. The
Teaching methods course enabled the prospective teachers to effectively discuss and
reflect on all lesson plans they presented. They gained insight into preparing a lesson
plan both through their own experiences and also the experiences of others. The
context itself served as a teaching tool and a way to develop their pedagogical
content knowledge, as stated in the literature (Chick & Pierce, 2008; Prescott et al.,
2013). The role of such a context in constructing pedagogical content knowledge of
prospective teachers could be studied in future researches. Further researches that are
designed to investigate how prospective mathematics teachers use lesson plans in
their teaching experience, could also provide significant implications for both
prospective teachers and teacher educators.
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Beethoven Op 110 Piano Sonata Part One
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Abstract

Started his musical training at an early age, Ludwig van Beethoven has
become one of the composers who made his mark in the classical period with
his extraordinary skills and training. The composer has approached the musical
theories of his time in a more innovative manner and he has made innovations
in harmony, form and modulation concepts with his music. One of the most
fundamental reasons of these innovations and diversification is the impacts of
the French Revolution which are also evident in his works, because Beethoven
has found himself right in the middle of this revolution and this dragged him to
ideological innovations quite different than other composers of the time.
Musical historians emphasize that these innovations have occurred in the
medieval and maturity period of the composer. Although the impacts of W. A.
Mozart was felt before his maturity period, Beethoven’s innovative impacts
have started to be more evident and stand out in his every other work. It is said
that op. 24 Spring Sonata and op.28 Piano Sonata that he composed in 1801 are
significant representatives of these impacts. Op 110 Piano Sonata is also one of
the maturity period works of Beethoven and it is one of the three piano sonatas
that he has composed between 1821 and 1822. It displays the basic elements of
sonata form in itself and it consists of 3 main parts. The titles of these parts are
Moderato cantabile moltoespressivo, Allegro molto and Allegro ma non
troppo.In this study, the modulation structures in theme sections and transition
bridges of the first section in Moderato cantabile moltoespressivo character
structure will be discussed. Modulation structures are one of the most
fundamental composition elements which preserves the dynamism and
freshness and ensures continuity of a work. It is observed that these structures
have acquired a different aspect in Beethoven’s character compared to the
perception of the time. This study will shed light to how the contrast concept
which is considered as one of the important elements in composition material is
used in modulation sections of Op 110 Piano Sonata and its necessity in piano
training.

Keywords: Beethoven, form and modulation, sonata, form in music
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Beethoven Op 110 Piyano Sonati Birinci Boliim
Tema ve Gecis Bolgelerindeki Modiilasyonlarin Kurulumu

Oz

Kiiciik yasta miizik egitimine baslayan Ludwig von Beethoven, olaganiistii
yetenegiyle ve aldig1 egitimle klasik doneme adini1 yazdiran besteciler arasinda
yer almistir. Beethoven, klasik dénemin ve klasik donemden romantik doneme
gecisin en 6nemli ve en verimli bestecilerindendir. Besteci, zamaninin miizik
kuramlarina daha yenilik¢i yaklasmistir ve miizigiyle gerek armoni, gerekse de
form ve modiilasyon kavramlarina yenilikler getirmistir. Bu yeniliklerin ve
farklilagsmanin en temel nedenlerinden biri eserlerine yansidigi da hissedilen
Fransiz Devrimi’nin etkileridir. Ciinkii Beethoven kendisini bu devrimin
ortasinda bulmustur ve bu durum onu déneminin diger bestecilerinden oldukga
farkli fikirsel yeniliklere siiriiklemistir. Bu yenilikler i¢in miizik tarihgileri
tarafindan bestecinin orta ¢ag1 ve olgunluk doneminde ortaya c¢iktig
vurgulanmaktadir. Bestecinin olgunluk déneminden 6nce, W.A. Mozart'in etkisi
seziliyor olsa bile Beethoven'in yenilik¢i etkileri her eserinde gittikge
belirginlesmeye ve ortaya ¢ikmaya basliyordu. 1801 yilinda besteledigi op. 24
[Ikbahar Sonati ve op.28 Piyano sonati bu izlerin belirgin temsilcilerinden
oldugu sdylenmektedir. Op 110 piyano sonati da Beethoven'in olgunluk dénemi
yapitlarindandir ve 1821 yilinda besteledigi, 1822 yillar1 arasinda yazdig iig
piyano sonatindan birisidir. Eser kendi i¢inde sonat formunun temel gelerini
gostermekle birlikte 3 ana béliimden olusmaktadir. Eserin boliim basliklar:
“Moderato cantabile molto espressivo”, “Allegro molto”, “Allegro ma non
troppo”dur. Bu ¢aligmada, “Moderato cantabile molto espressivo” karakteri
yapisindaki birinci boliimiin tema boélgelerindeki ve gecis kopriilerindeki
modiilasyon yapilar1 ele alinmistir. Modiilasyon yapilar1 bir eserin dinamikligini
ve tazeligini koruyan, eserin siirekliligini saglayan en temel kompozisyon
ogelerindendir. Beethoven'in kendi karakterinde dénemin anlayigsina gore bu
yapilarin daha farkli bir boyut kazandig1 da gézlemlenmektedir. Kompozisyon
materyalinde 6nemli 6gelerden olan kontrast kavrami, op 110 piyano sonatinin
modiilasyon bdlgelerinde nasil saglandigi ve piyano egitiminde gerekliligine
151k tutacag diigiiniilmektedir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Beethoven, form ve modiilasyon, sonat, miizikte form
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Introduction

Beethoven is a composed who is considered as quite productive and innovative
in the history of music. During the French Revolution, the revolution’s impacts have
reflected on his music. For that reason, the composer’s music is divided into three
main periods. In the second period in which he started to find his own identity, most
of his works were heavily influenced by the French Revolution. His maturity period,
which is considered as the third period, is the period in which all innovative ideas
sprouted. The innovations and improvements he has made in the sonata form in this
period have shed light to many composers after him. Sonata types have changed in
time and made their mark in the classical period ahead of other forms in mid-18th
century.

The main topic of this study, Configuration of Modulations in Theme and
Transition Sections in Beethoven Op. 110 Piano Sonata Part One, is a theme which
shows that Beethoven was a composer who thought differently and focused on
improvement. Beethoven may use all kinds of materials as modulation elements.
With this aspect, he differs from other composers, because Beethoven has used even
silence as a modulation tool. Sudden rests during the thematic traffic in his music
makes transition to different tones natural. What is presented here is a modulation
attitude which is outside the general and known modulation operation and which is
innovative. In Op. 110 Piano Sonata, modulation operation and theme bridges are
configured with traditional structures. Tone centres which are presented as structural
and harmonic in traditional sonata perception are as follows: They consist of three
main parts structurally.These are Exposition (1% and 2" theme), Development —
Reexposition.

In Exposition part, the fundamental themes are introduced. Tone centres of
themes may be different and there may be transition bridges or modulation bridges
which interconnect these themes. The scale which ends with the whole or dominant
root of the main theme is the place where destinationbridge starts. In this bridge
which develops towards second theme, sometimes smooth decorations are made
mostly from main theme motives. Sometimes composer may use new ideas in this
bridge. The second theme which is in contrast with the main theme character is heard
in dominant tome in major works and in related major in minor works. In the
development section, the themes and motives in exposition are addressed and
processed in various ways.

Development section is like the laboratory of a composer. He makes all kinds of
thematic or motive development in this area. It is an area which is creased by
diversification of themes and in which the composer displays his creativity.
Reexposition reaches the main tone with the dissolution of the dominant and enters
into repetition of the exposition. In the compositions of classical period, this second
section is prepared with dominant which takes long in general. The length of
development section is mostly equals to the length of exposition. Reexposition
section starts with hearing the main theme in main tone and themes in the first
section are repeated under dominance of the main tone. Only towards the second
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theme, the destination bridge which forms the connection settles the end on
dominant. While works in minor tone makes the second theme heard in related major
in exposition, it is mostly heard in the same tone.

Advanced technique and most of the trends in communication of music in
Beethoven’s music reveal the thematic elements he had written in a complex way in
some sonatas. For that reason, his last five piano sonatas are very important and
considered as masterpieces. The perception of existence of the themes outside the
known classical perception of sonata form is impossible. Changes are experienced
continuously about the harmonic progresses in Beethoven. Dome improvements such
as extending, changing or shortening themes are seen in these sonatas in Beethoven’s
music.

Especially the Piano Sonata Op. 110 can provide more convenient reference on
these matters. By combining different factors in various appearances, Beethoven has
created a piece which is bedazzling with its various and emotional peaks. Syncopated
partitions and arpeggio structures in the first theme are felt as floating above
rhythmic time. Then, it combines an emotionally exhausted pain with a second
movement which is classified as a musical joke. When each one of these movements
are analysed, they reflect the details in the music and harmonies and melodic ideas
which are important in terms of form elements.

Contributions of Ludwig van Beethoven in classical period sonata form: the
basic principle which process the sonata form in Beethoven’s music is that the
lifestyle that the artist has lived and reflected in his music are seen in every step.
Beethoven’s music wanders around a series of dramatic contradictions. A theme or a
musical phrase responds to a contradicting theme or musical phrase. A passage in a
rhythm is responded by a passage in another rhythm. High pitched pieces are
responded by low pitched pieces, solo instrument sounds are responded by mass
sounds and a tonality is responded by another tonality. The end of the work consists
of the summary and resolution of contradictions. According to Vincent d’Indy
(Hodeir, 2003, p. 91), there are six types of development ways in
Beethoven'ssonatas:

e Rhythmic development: Continuity of single rhythm over various melodies
and harmonies

e Melodic development: Change in harmony and rhythm while melody remains
the same

e Harmonic development: Change in rhythm and melody while harmony
remains the same

e Increase or extension: development of any motive of a theme by adding new
notes and extending its melodic borders
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e Decrease: Removing some notes of the theme
e Stocking: Stocking a few themes or phrases

Abovementioned techniques are in fact the different presentations of the
structures which Beethoven uses in composition techniques and exist in the
foundations of music. Contrast is quite important in music. Beethoven realizes this
concept accurately in his music. Op 111 piano sonata is composed in A flat major
tonality. The first theme in the exposition section is also in the same tone. The
second theme is in E flat major in dominant tonality. In the piece which modulates to
different tones in development section, the reexposition section is in main tone.
However, the second theme group in this section is also in the same tone.

Structural Analysis and Exposition Section of Op 110 Part One
1%t theme — transition bridge — 2" theme

It can be divided into sections as exposition, development, reexposition,
secondary development, reexposition and coda. First and second themes in the
exposition section are in A flat major tonality. Then the transition bridge carries the
piece to the third theme which is heard in E flat major axis. The 3 themes in the
exposition section are different than the classical sonata structures. The first step in
development section starts with the motives of the first theme. The first theme
encountered in the reexposition section is again heard in A flat major tone and then
connects to the transition bridge. In the secondary development section, tonality
becomes D flat major and this section takes its motives from the second theme. It
connects to the exposition again with the modulations of the transition bridge. This
section which is heard in A flat major is presented with the motive characters of the
third theme.

15t Theme Section

Between 1% and 4™ measures, it starts in tonic (A flat major) axis and ends in
dominant seventh chord. The theme which starts with simple chords leads into
syncopated rhythmic figures

Figure 1

First Theme 1% — 4" Measures

In the example where the section of first four measures is given, it is seen that
two-measure tonic dominant relationship is presented in association with ornamented
notes. From the 5™ measure, motives of the theme section are clearly heard in the
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main tonality. The section is in a quite elegant and lyrical character. The arpeggio
character shown in Figure — 2 also shows itself in the transition bridge as well.

Figure 2

Second Theme 5" - 8" Measures

In the structure where tonic dominant symmetric relation stands out, D flat major
tonality dominant chord is heard beginning from the 9" measure.

Figure 3

Dominant Chord
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Transition Bridge Arpeggio Character
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Transition bridge which comes after the first theme contains modulations which
prepares for the second theme. These modulations are heard with arpeggios which
starts from the main tone. The second theme is arrived with the notes and chromatic
movements which are altered on the transition bridge where dominant tonic relation
is presented with arpeggios.

In the 18™ and 19" measures, a section is realized using faster inactivity and
extreme intervals. This gives a contrasting element in the material and suddenly
arrives in a section which is marked as both piano and molto legato. E flat major
modulation is completed with cadence in its first beat in 28" measure. The second
large group of exposition is realized in E flat major tone as expected.
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Figure 4

The Section Where the Second Theme Starts Appears in the Second Measure in the Image
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Modulation patterns which appear in the development section between 40" and
55" measures are as follows:

A flat major

F minor (Fm)
C dominant seventh (C7 — F minor dominant seventh)
F minor (Fm)
C dominant seventh (C7 — F minor dominant seventh)

Fminor (Fm)

C dominant seventh (C7 — F minor dominant seventh)

F minor (Fm)

A flat dominant seventh (C7 — F minor dominant seventh)

D flat major

A flat dominant seventh (Ab7)
D flat major

F dominant seventh (F7)
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B flat minor
F dominant seventh (F7)
B flat minor
E flat dominant seventh

As seen in the above chart, the measures of the development section which starts
with the related minor related to the main tone wander around the dominant seventh
of the related minor tone. The second modulation pattern has led to a different tone
centre with the dominant seventh of the main tone. Appearance of D flat major tone
is because it is the forth degree of A flat major which is the core tone of the sonata. It
generally consists of principles formed by I-1V-V-I functions. This pattern is broken
with F dominant seventh chord which appear in the section related to D flat major.
The section transferred to B flat major returns to the main tone of the sonata with E
flat dominant seventh chord.

In Figure 6, accompaniment plan played with F minor fourth sixth chord cycle
shows itself in the scale playing which consists of C dominant seventh notes.

Figure 6

F Minor — C Dominant Seventhsection in Development Section

After this section, Beethoven realizes the tonal changes step by step in a
balanced way within the framework of the tonal plan stated above.

Reexposition

Reexposition section appears as expected in the concept of classical sonata. It
happens with two times returns as in both the main tone and the 56 measure.
Interestingly, the whole previous section is allocated to the development of the
theme. This certainly indicates its beginning in the repetition of the exposition
section. While the right hand plays the theme, the left hand accompanies with note
arpeggios. This continues up to the 60" measure. At this point, melody and
accompaniment are replaced. The 62" measure is a transition to the next section of
the movement.

Development Section (2nd Section)

It is not a section which always occurs in traditional sonata forms and a
secondary development section is not necessary for completing the sonata form.
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However, it is widely used. In fact, another aspect of the secondary development is
that materials are used clearly.

Beethoven returns to the tone centre and general line in a strange way by
wandering around the tone which is not quite close to the structure before resolving
into A flat major tone. In the section where harmonic modulation is presented, a
homogenous modulation was realized. Starting from the 63" measure, the theme
occurs in a transposed position. Since this theme is already presented in the main
tone, it is not necessary for this.

Figure 7

Enharmonic Modulation Section — E Major / Fflat Major — 66th and 69th Measures)

Although Beethoven does not completely sacrifice the material he presents in
main tone, he has gained a significant advantage in the composition in terms of
contrast by transposing it to another tone. After the melodic expression of the two
themes ends, tonality becomes major centred. This modulation is provided with F flat
major.

Conclusion of Reexposition

In the 87" measure, the repeated section is summed up with the introduction of
the theme in main tone for the third time. Other than tone change, it is almost a
perfect copy of the first expression of the theme. 96" — 104" measures form an
extension of this theme and the phrases are repeated on the chords which emphasize
E flat major with second secondary B flat dominant seventh chord. This movement
offers a series of simple, silent and retained chords which turns tonality into A flat
major tone in a certain way.

Conclusion and Discussion

Beethoven op. 110 piano sonata is an important masterpiece which can be used
in piano training. It is one of the advanced level works of Beethoven and it is well
known in the literature. The structure of the piece contains innovations with the
classical sonata structure. While modulation areas wander around the main tone,
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transition to further tonal centres within the framework of contrast perception reveals
the expertise of the composed in this area. Its harmonic structure does not show the
opposite of what is known in these aspects. However, unexpected tonal transitions in
small sections bears the signature of Beethoven in the piece. Structurally, although
the piece is within the framework of classical sonata perception, it also shows
innovations within itself. This also makes the piece more interesting. Thanks to the
developments in the piece which support contrasting structures, it reveals the
difference in sonata literature. Piano instructors and students may deliver more
efficient performances in the matters specified herein to better understand and
convey the sonata. In those aspects, Beethoven, the essential composer of the training
music repertories in music schools and his pieces will be useful to not only the
listeners but also the students who receive piano training and everybody who wants
to learn how to listen to music well.
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YAZIM KURALLARI

Genel Kurallar

Makaleler, A4 sayfa diizeninde olmalidir. Yazilar diiz metin olarak tek siitun halinde
yazilmalidir. Sayfa diizeni yapilirken kenar bogsluklari 2,5 cm olarak
diizenlenmelidir. Yaz1 karakteri "Times New Roman" olmali ve yazilar 12 punto
biiyiikliigiinde tek satir araligi kullanilarak iki yana yaslanmig formatta
diizenlenmelidir. Basliklar arasinda iki satir araligi bulunmalidir.

Makale sablonu dergimizin internet adresinden indirilip tlizerinde diizeltmeler
yapilarak kullanilabilir.

Bashk

Makalenin bagligi 14 punto biiyikligiinde, ilk harfleri biyiik olarak, koyu ve
ortalanmis bicimde yazilmali, kisa ve konu hakkinda bilgi verici olmalidir. Bagligin
uzunlugu 8-16 sozciik olmalidir.

Yazar(lar)'in acik adi ve soyadi kiigiik harf olmak iizere, ortalanmis olarak 12 punto
ile yazilmalidir. Yazar(lar)'m unvani, ¢alistig1 yer/baglh oldugu tniversite, boliimii,
sehir ve iilkesi ile e-posta adresi dipnotta 6zel imle (*) belirtilmelidir.

Ingilizce Oz (Abstract) ve Tiirkce Oz

Aday makalede sirasiyla Ingilizce Oz (Abstract) ve Tiirkce Oz yer almali. Ingilizce
Oz (Abstract) ve Tiirkce Oz 11 punto ile sag ve soldan birer cm girintili olarak ve iki
yana yaslt (justified) bi¢cimde yazilmali, 200-350 sozciik uzunlugunda olmalidir.
Ingilizce Oz (Abstract) ve Tiirkce Oz’iin altinda 4-8 sdzciikten olusan Anahtar
Sozciikler (Keywords) belirtilmelidir.

Bashklar ve Alt Bashklar
Makale i¢inde farkli diizeylerde basliklar kullanilabilir. Basliklar asagidaki sekilde
bi¢imlendirilmelidir:

Bashk Bi¢cim
Diizeyi
1 Ortah, Kahn, Her Sézciigiin i1k Harfi Biiyiik

Sola Dayah, Kalin, Her Sézciigiin 11k Harfi Biiyiik

Iceriden, kahn, ilk harfi biiyiik, digerleri kiiciik harflerle yazihr

2

3

4 iceriden, kalin, italik, tamamu kiigiik harflerle yazilir
5 iceriden, italik, tamamu kii¢iik harflerle yazilir

Sekiller

Diyagram ve grafikler beyaz bir kagit iizerine basilabilecek nitelikte olmalidir. Her
seklin bir numarasi ve alt yazis1 olmali, kaynak kullanilmis ise parantez i¢inde seklin
altinda yazilmalhdir.
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Tablolar

Tablo numarasi ve tablo yazisi, tablonun iistiinde ve sola dayali olarak yazilmali;
icerigi tablo numarasiin yaninda baglik olarak agiklanmalidir. Tablo adi, italik ve
her sozctigiin ilk harfi biiyiik harflerle yazilmalidir. Tablolarin sagina ya da soluna
herhangi bir yazi yazilmamalidir.

Tablolar sadece Word programindaki Tablo meniisiinden faydalanilarak yapilmalidir.
Tablo igerigi 10 punto olmali, satirlarin Oncesinde ve sonrasinda bosluk
verilmeksizin ayarlanmalidir.

Tablolarda satir ve siitun baslarindaki kategori adlandirmalar1 disinda; satir, siitun
aralarinda ¢izgi olmamalidir.

Atiflarin Yazim
Metin i¢indeki atiflarda yazarin soyadi, yayinin yili ve birebir alint1 yapildiysa sayfa
numarast belirtilmelidir.

Ornekler:

Nothing seemed so certain as the results of the early studies (Tatt, 2001, p. 445). It
was precisely this level of apparent certainty, however, which led to a number of
subsequent challenges to the techniques used to process the data (Jones & Wayne,
2002, p. 879). There were a number of fairly obvious flaws in the data: consistencies
and regularities that seemed most irregular, upon close scrutiny (Aarns, 2003; West,
2003, p. 457).
Iki yazarli galigmalara atifta bulunuldugunda her iki yazarin da soyadini yazilmalidir:

e (Anderson & Bjorn, 2003)

e As Anderson and Bjorn (2003) illustrated in their recent study

e As recently as 2003, a prominent study (Anderson & Bjorn) illustrated

Ug, dort ya da bes yazarli ¢alismalar1 kaynak gosterirken sadece ilk defasinda tiim
yazarlarin soyadi verilmelidir:
e (Anderson, Myers, Wilkes, & Matthews, 2003)

Sonraki kullanimlarinda ise ilk yazarin soyadindan sonra "et al." yazip, diger yazarlar
tekrarlanmamalidir:
e (Anderson et al., 2003)

Alt1 ya da daha fazla yazarli ¢alismalar icin “et al.” kullanilmalhidir:
o (Bell etal., 2003)

Isimsiz ¢alismalar igin:
¢ ("Recent Developments,"” 2004)
o (Dictionary of Tetrathalocigistic Diseases, 2004)
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Kaynaklarin Yazim

Kaynaklar alfabetik siraya goére ve asagida verilen Orneklere uygun olarak
yazilmalidir:

Haag, L. & Stern, E. (2003). In search of the benefits of learning Latin. Journal of
Educational Psychology, 95, 174-178.

Bollen, K. A. (1989). Structural equations with latent variables. New York: Wiley.

Johnson, D. W. & Johnson, R. T. (1990). Cooperative learning and achievement. In
S. Sharan (Ed.), Cooperative learning: Theory and research (pp. 173-202). New
York: Praeger.

Daha fazla bilgi igin:
http://citationonline.net/CitationHelp/csg04-manuscripts-apa.htm#references
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MANUSCRIPT GUIDELINES

General Rules

Manuscripts must be formatted to fit an A4 page. The manuscript text must be
written in the form of a single column as plain text. While preparing the page setup,
there must be 2,5 cm margins should be arranged from top, bottom, left, and right.
The manuscripts must be written in “Times in Roman”; font size 12; justified; single
line spacing in Microsoft Word.

There must be two line spaces between two line spaces between titles. Manuscript
template is available on the JEF’s web site to use by making corrections on the
template.

Title

The title of the manuscript must be written in font size 14. The title should be in
initial capitalization and must be centered. The title must be short and relevant to the
topic. The title must not exceed 8-16 words.

The exposed name and surname of the author(s) must be given in lowercase; author
name(s) must be centered on the page. The title, name of the university and the
department, the e-mail adress, and the city-country information must be marked (*)
and mentionad in a footnote on the title page.

English and TurkishAbstract

English abstract must come first. The abstract must be written in font size 11 and the
text should be justified, and intended by 1cm right and left. Both English and
Turkish abstract must be between 200-350 words. After the abstract, provide a
minimum of 4-8 keywords.

(For the applications from different countries, preparation of Turkish abstract can be
helped in case of need.)

Chapters and Subchapters
Chapter and subchapter levels should be formatted as follows:

Level of Format
heading
1 Centered, Boldface, Uppercase and Lowercase Heading

Flush Left, Boldface, First Letter of the Every Word Uppercase, Others
Lowercase Heading

3 Indented, boldface, only first letter uppercase, others lowercase heading
4 indented, boldface, italicized, lowercase heading
5 indented, italicized, lowercase heading
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Figures

Diagrams and graphics must be drawn in such a way that they can be printed on a
white paper. Each figure must have a number and subtitle. If any source was used, it
must be stated in parenthesis below the figure.

Tables

The table caption and table number must be given above the table. The content of
the table must be expressed in the title, next to the number. Nothing must be written
to the left or right side of tables.

Tables must be formed using the “Table” menu in Microsoft Word. Table contents
must be written in font size 10 and must be arranged in such a way that no space is
left before or after the lines.

Lines used in the tables must be 1,5 pt at most and there must be no line between
rows and columns except for in categorizations on row and column headings.

References

References must be given in accordance with APA (American Psychological
Association) standarts. Detailed information on reference style can be found at:
http://www.apastyle.org/learn/index.aspx.
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