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Reformative Figh in Said Nursi’s Thought and Its Influence on a
Positive Lifestyle — A Reading from the Risale-i Nur

ABSTRACT

Prof. Dr. Da’ud Salih ‘Abdullah and Dr. Ahmad Mar‘i Hasan

Because of the relativity of benefits and harms in events, the
jurisprudence of benefit deals with comparing benefits and harms,
prioritizing higher benefits, and warding off greater harms by choosing the
lesser ones. Mujtahids derive these rules by contemplating and examining
the principles of jurisprudence. Nursi has important views on jurisprudence
of budgets and priorities and taking reality into account. This paper studies

two aspects: the theoretical aspect and the practical aspect.

Benefit and good for Imam Nursi take many forms, among them is his
methodology in reading facades of benefit, wisdom and aim; it is read by
observing beautiful names of God, he also explains that sending prophets is
for benefit, in fact it is the greatest of all benefits; and for this reason he
wrote "Treatise on Independent Judgements of the Law (ljtihad)* which
includes important views and interpretations regarding the principles of
religion and reflects Nursi's strong knowledge in this area and his excellent
cognition of what's known today as the jurisprudence of reality,

jurisprudence of budgets, and jurisprudence of priorities.

Imam Nursi’s jurisprudential approach towards the jurisprudence of
budgets shows his understanding of vicissitudes of life and dealing with
them in accordance with the benefits view and embodies the values of
positive action, thus opening the door for the believer to get from Shari’a

what he needs to maintain his life in a way that is confirmed by Shari‘a.

The benefits view has taken many forms for Imam Nursi; he used this
rule in the context of the conflict of evils during the election of Democrats
Party and for the relations between Muslims and the people of the book, and
he used it in the context of the conflict of evil and good showing consent for
the constitution.

* ok k
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The Role of Belief in Developing a Sense of Responsibility and Self-
Questioning

ABSTRACT

Dr. Jamal al-Sa‘idi

If the faith stabilizes in the soul, it transforms the human from a ruiner®
to "a worshipper*. That is because faith is not only a feeling of heart or
conscience, but it is a heart act that reflects its effects on the human in
different aspects of his life including worshipping, dealing with others,
ethics and behavior regardless of his color, religion, or social situation and
even with other creatures surrounding him. Among other fruits of faith and
its positive effects on the life of humanity are: it helps giving up sins
motivated by faith and religious awareness; contributes to the realization of
the meaning of freedom in the need to obey God, and freedom from slavery
to other than God since the worshipper feels his desires and pleasures
narrowed in himself and conscience; and it also helps confronting the evil-

commanding soul and purifying it with faith.

If the soul is left uncontrolled, unquestioned, and without struggle, it
tends to rest and inclines to laziness since the faith necessitates some
hardship, cost, and deprivation. However, the reality of faith is the opposite;
the soul can’t feel comfort or tranquility without remembering Allah. So,
healing the soul and refining it from despicable worldly perceptions and
purifying it from sins require following some steps like: holding firmly to
the rope of Allah, following the straight path, acquiring an understanding of
the religion and linking knowledge with action because an action without
faith and knowledge is useless. Patience is also an essential element for
purification and progression which enables the person to purify his soul and
refine it in order to ascend to virtues, and ward off from vices.

* ok ok
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The Term, the Human Being, according to the Sages; Jalal al-Din al-
Rumi as an Example
ABSTRACT

Nasruddin bin Sarai

The purpose of this paper is to highlight the important aspects of the
history of Islamic moral and religious thought. The model of this vision was
the sage Jalaluddin Rumi, who dealt with important dimensions of human
development through this vision. In his moral poems, he described the
qualities of the ideal human being he wants; that good man who is beneficial
wherever he goes. He also focused on the importance of the inner dimension
in the composition of man, so that man could reach the role of humanity that
he wants, which is the humanity of the human.

Keywords: Rumi, man, sage, morals, spirituality.
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The Role of Positive Action in Utilising the Law of Opposites in Building
a Better World. An Interpretative Study from the Risale-i Nur

ABSTRACT

Dr. Um Kalthum Hakum Da’ud ibn Yahya

Human life is a combination of acts and counter acts that constitute a line
to be followed by human beings according to their intellectual and religious
backgrounds. The active Muslim in his society is a positive person in
thinking, positive in action and in dealing with the fateful issues of his
society that serve succession in the earth and also serve Islam and humanity.

Through his thorough understanding of the positive action and its
consequences, Nursi was able to enrich the consensus that links the Muslim
to the human society and to dwarf and refute the points of conflict. Before
this, he was able to demonstrate to his followers the importance of positive
action and its role in guiding the contradiction in the six diseases of heart
besides its role in confronting the phenomenon of atheism on the one hand
and the dispersion of advocacy on the other hand through the
implementation of a series of acts that turn the poor into good, defeat into
victory, fear into security, and despair into a hope that fills the horizons of
the Islamic nation. All that we need at the current time in which nations are
thronging upon us and we have failed ourselves and became hostile brothers
is returning to the treatment recipe which took Bediuzzaman decades of
observation and research in the pharmacy of the Koran. This will restore the
nation's cultural heritage, mighty power, and its active contributions in
building a better world.
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Intellectual Jihad and Its Relation with Positive Action in the
Risale-i Nur

ABSTRACT
Benomar Lakhsasi

The issue of magasid (the goals, purposes) is considered the most
important milestone of the positive action for Nursi, and this is very
important because the goal is a compass to know the direction and it is
important in determining the means of progressing. The goals of positive
action are a group of circles; the smaller one is included under the bigger
one. The narrower the circle, the stronger the influence is on other circles.
They are divided to: the goal of sincerity, the goal of word and action, the
goal of achieving and maintaining security, and the goal of reforming and
bringing happiness to the human society.

Some of the means of positive action are showing the shortest path to
God, entrusting the affairs of creatures to the Creator, having ethical conduct
with everyone and in different circumstances, as well as collective action.
One indication of the intellectual jihad for Nursi, which is briefly explained
in the introduction of ”The Supreme Sign,” is contemplating the issues of
positive action and intellectual jihad, and thus realizing that each one is
necessary for the other. That is because positive action necessitates
protecting the intellectual jihad, and the latter has no goal other than the
positive action, so the relation between the two is complementary and
supportive.
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Positive Dimensions of the Concept of Jihad in the Light of the
Risale-i Nur
ABSTRACT

Dr. Ziyad Khalil al-Daghamin

ihad for the sake of Allah is adopted to carry the message of faith, justice
and freedom. Its goal is to remove the obstacles that prevent human beings
from reaching the faith and to eliminate all the paths that prevent humans
from following the concept of faith. It is not a hostile path. It includes the
jihad by word, saving the faith of people, and to obey and follow the way of
Allah. Preparedness, readiness, spreading science, and the ability to
manufacture are considered the greatest jihad. The strengthening of the
bonds of love in society is considered jihad, too.
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The Absence of Positive Action in Contemporary Muslim Life —Causes
and Solutions— A Study of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi’s Risale-i Nur

ABSTRACT

Prof. Dr. ‘Ammar Djidel

An inductive reasoning will show that our century is characterized —in
Nursi’s terms- by the dominance of negative action, loss of positive action,
terrorism, violence, chaos, tyranny, and injustice. This diagnosis could be
considered a general description of the situation of the Muslim countries as a
whole. There is no way to ward off these shortcomings without restoring
back the positive action in consideration, theorization, and management and
then applying it in every aspect of life. That is because the basis of
overcoming the negative action is dominating the positive action, and it
necessitates saving the faith, willingness to ward off internal and external
ravages gently protecting the interests of everyone, and extreme caution of
moving from a bad situation to worse. The negative action has terrible
destructive effects that could be eliminated only by positive action. Thus, it
becomes an important source of achieving security and stability and the
solidarity of the ruler with the nation and vice versa, preoccupation with the
fateful issues, and staying away from the suspicions, and from attacking
opponent scholars, all which cause loss of freedom.

The study also points out that one of the direct results of the dominance
of negative action on positive action is the negligence of saving faith and
holding firmly to Quran. The most important thing in positive action is
saving faith which is a paved path of reconciliation between the religious
and modern schools, the shortest path of faith effectiveness, the foundation
of the Islamic and human communication, the basis of thanksgiving and
worship, the basis of establishing compassion and love in the heart and
mind. Saving the faith gives the life a meaning, and it saves the human from
absurdity and meets his moral needs without compromising his material
needs, thus defeats the danger, softens the hearts, restores the function of
faith service, promotes full sincerity, and contributes in overcoming internal
and external ravages; this is the task of positive action.
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ABSTRACT

The thesis at hand presents a critical analysis of the writings of the
contemporary, 20th century Muslim scholar, theologian and exegete Said
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Nursi (1876-1960) of Turkey. Special reference is given in this thesis to his
views and writings on theodicy and the problem of evil from the perspective
of Islam.

This thesis is an attempt to discover the Qur'anic narrative of evil (sharr)
as deviating from the human perception of evil in this world; to analyze
Nursi's magnum opus on the definition of sharr and its correspondence to the
Qur'anic definition thereof; and to challenge Nursi's works with the thoughts
and views of his predecessors and contemporaries in order to try to filter new
insights and offer possible solutions to theodicy and the problem of evil
through Nursi's Risale-i Nur Collection.

The methodology that has been used in this study follows lzutsu's
example as seen in Ethico-Religious Concepts of the Qur'an and God and
Man in the Koran: namely to conduct an inductive investigation of the term
sharr in the Qur'an and Nursi's Risale-i Nur Collection.

There are several issues that can be considered to be the main findings of
this study: 1) human perception of evil in this world to a great extent at odds
with the Qur'anic definition of sharr, 2) new theological concept called
'negative worship', establishing a relation between sharr and worship, 3)
relationship between theodicy and the Divine Names of God, 4) link
between the human 'I' (ana) and, if misused, its encouragement for all kinds
of ashrar (pl. sharr), 5) original interpretation to the Qur'anic verse [2:30], 6)
sharr, ana and free choice (juzT ikhtiyar) consist of the same nature and

finally 7) suffering of on-human beings part of the field of theodicy.
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