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Tim diinyada hizla yayilan Covid-19 salgini, 2019 yili sonundan itibaren
akademik c¢alismalar1 ve yayincilik faaliyetlerini etkisi altina aldi. Bolge
Calismalari alaninda sik kullanilan yontemler olan saha arastirmasi, ¢gogu zaman
yliz ylize goriismeyi gerektiren derinlemesine miilakat gibi yontemler bu
doénemde daha az kullanulabilir hale geldi. Akademik ¢alismalar, toplantilar ve
yayinlar siiratle dijital ortama ¢ekildi, internet {izerinden yiiriitiilen akademik
calisma ve yayinlar artti. Diger taraftan salgin siirecinde bir¢ok yaymc dijital
arsivlerini ve veri tabanlarimi {icretsiz olarak arastirmacilarin kullanimina agti.
Bu sayede daha 6nce ulasilmasi zahmetli ve maliyetli olan bir¢ok arsiv belgesi,
kitap ve makale erisilebilir oldu. Internet, birgok agidan yaymcilarin ve
akademisyenlerin kurtaricis1 haline geldi.

Bolge calismalarma yeni, elestirel ve orijinal bir bakis agisi getirmeyi
hedefleyen dergimiz, dijital imkanlardan da faydalanarak akademik kalite,
bilimsel yaymn etigi ve cagin gerektirdigi yiiksek standartlar cercevesinde tiim
icerigini online ortamda acik erisimde akademik camiaya ulastirmaktadir.
Kiiresel salgin dolayisiyla onemi ve etkisi hizla artan dijital yayincilik ve agik
erisim faaliyetleri yayimn kurulumuzun 6ncelikleri arasindadir.

CJAS’ta yayimlanan tiim materyal, Kapadokya Universitesinin kurumsal
akademik arsivinde tutulmakta, gesitli tanimlayicilarin yardimiyla tiim igerigin
internet {izerinde erisilebilir ve goriiniir olmasi saglanmaktadir. Bu gercevede ilk
sayidan itibaren bir¢ok endekste taranma siireci baglamistir. Yiiksek kaliteli
akademik yayin standartlariin siirdiiriilmesi ile CJAS1n igeriginin akademik
etkisi ve eristigi kitle artacaktir.

cjas.kapadokya.edu.tr
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Bu sayimizda

CJAS' 1 2020 yilindaki bu ilk sayisi, tarihi konulara agirlik veriyor ve diinyanin
farkli bolgelerinden siyasi ve kiiltiirel meseleleri giindeme tasiyor. Michael M.
Gunter’in makalesi, Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti'nin (CHC) ilk kuruldugu yillarda
Amerika Birlesik Devletleri (ABD) ve Cin arasinda yasanan gergin ddnemi
inceliyor ve ABD'nin CHC'yi 1979 yilinda resmen tanimasina kadar gegen siireci
degerlendiriyor. Niikhet Okutan Davletov, Hakasya’da kesfedilen ve Tastik
kiiltiirtine ait 6liim maskelerini arastirdigl makalesinde bu maskeleri yeniden
yorumlayarak Tiirkoloji literatiirtiniin giindemine tasiyor. Melih Demirtas’in
Sovyet sonras1 donemde Baskurdistan Cumhuriyeti'ni inceledigi makalesi, bu
iilkede Rusya tarafindan yiiriitiilen siyasi elit yonetim siirecini yorumlayarak
“Rus Oryantalizmi”nin 6tekilestirme ¢abalarini okuyucularin dikkatine sunuyor.
Tang Shan ve Jia Haitao'nun kaleme aldig1 makale, Britanya Imparatorlugu’nun
somiirgeci yayilim siirecinde Hindistan’in yerini ve Hindistan tarafindan
saglanan insan kaynaginin 6nemini inceliyor.

Bu sayimizda arastirma makalelerinin yaninda goriis yazilar1 ve yaymn
degerlendirmelerine de yer veriyoruz. Andrew Alexander’in Bolge Calismalar:
alanina getirdigi elestirel yaklasimin yani sira, son iki yi1lda Afrika, Merkez1 Asya
ve Ortadogu {izerine yayimlanmis veya Tiirk¢e’ye cevrilmis bulunan 6nemli
kitaplar, Ayse Yilmaz, Siimeyra Demiralp ve Aykut Turan tarafindan kapsaml
bir incelemeye ve degerlendirmeye tabi tutuluyor.

Keyifli okumalar diliyoruz.

© 2020. This work is licensed under the terms and conditions of the Creative
BY Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
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Abstract: This paper scrutinizes why the United States (US) refused to recognize
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) for three decades after its foundation by
Mao Zedong in 1949. The traditional national character influenced the position
of the US toward the PRC, especially in light of its abhorrence of communism
and its doctrine to contain its spread. For both domestic and foreign reasons,
the US argued that China was not a responsible member of the world
community, and thus deserved no recognition. For more than two decades, the
US applied political, economic and diplomatic pressure on the United Nations
to refuse the PRC the right to represent China. The situation only began to
change when the Nixon administration realized how its non-recognition policy
was becoming increasingly outdated and self-defeating, given China’s growing
importance in international affairs. This paper will use a variety of primary and
secondary sources to analyze the US policy of non-recognition of the PRC,
providing the background for a better comprehension of contemporary Sino-
American relations.

Keywords: People’s Republic of China, US foreign policy, US-China relations,
Cold War politics

cjas.kapadokya.edu.tr
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ABD’nin Cin’i tanimay1 reddetmesi (1949-1979)

Oz: Bu galisma Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nin (ABD) Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti'ni
(CHC) Mao Zedong tarafindan 1949 yilinda kurulusunu takip eden otuz yil
boyunca tanimay1 neden reddettigini incelemektedir. ABD'nin geleneksel milli
karakteri, bu {ilkenin CHC’ye kars1 olan tutumunu etkilemistir. ABD, Cin’in
diinya toplumunun sorumlu bir ferdi olmadigini, bu nedenle taninmay1 hak
etmedigini iddia etmistir. Yirmi yildan daha uzun bir siire boyunca ABD
Birlesmis Milletler nezdinde CHC'nin Cin’i temsil etmemesini amaclayarak tiye
iilkeler tizerinde siyasi, iktisadi ve diplomatik baski olusturmustur. Bu durum
Nixon iktidar1 zamaninda Cin’in diinya siyasetindeki artan 6nemin paralel
olarak “tamimama” politikasinin miadimi doldurdugunun ve ABD’ye zarar
verdiginin anlasilmasiyla degismeye baslamistir. Bu ¢alisma, birincil ve ikincil
kaynaklar iizerinden ABD'nin CHC’yi tarumama politikasin1 analiz ederek
glintimiizde ABD-Cin iligkilerinin daha iyi kavranmasina katkida bulunmay1
amacglamaktadr.

Anahtar kelimeler: Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti, ABD dis politikasi, ABD-Cin
iliskileri, Soguk Savas siyaseti

Introduction

Mao Zedong proclaimed the establishment of the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) on October 1, 1949. To fully understand why the United States refused to
recognize the PRC for almost three decades, it would be useful to first clarify the
background role of the US national style (national character) (Hook and Spanier
2019; Hofstadter 1965; Dallek 1983) and its Open Door Policy toward China,
which the US considered a specific extension of its general moralistic national
style. For most of its history, the US national style was characterized by
isolationism in terms of its political entanglements in foreign policy, along with
a self-righteous, almost missionary emphasis on its own exceptionalism, and an
aversion to power politics (Fairbank and Goldman 2006; Spence 1990). War, of
course, constituted a necessary exception to such isolation, but as soon as peace
returned, the national style demanded a return to the traditional stance of
political detachment toward the rest of the world. Only the changed international
balance of power after World War II would bring an end to this traditional state
of affairs and force the US into a more normal involvement in world affairs.
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Nevertheless, its traditional national style long continued to influence its
foreign policy positions, and compelled the US to take what it considered to be a
morally appropriate position toward the PRC, especially in light of its abhorrence
of communism and its recently declared Doctrine aimed at containing its spread
(Kennan 1951). More particularly, its Open Door Policy toward China declared
by Secretary of State John Hay in 1899, stressed that other states should guarantee
the territorial and administrative integrity of China, and that no state should have
exclusive trading rights in any part of China (Bemis 1965, 484-485). Thus, the US
believed that it brought a particularly moralistic understanding of foreign policy
in general, while its Open Door Policy in particular stamped it as a special friend
of China, unlike the other foreign powers that strove to profit at the expense of
China.

Given the shock of the Chinese Communist victory in 1949 after having long
recognized the Nationalists (Kuomintang/KMT) as the official government of
China, and its fear of world Communist expansion after World War II, the US
hesitated in recognizing the new PRC. The success of the domestic political
efforts in the US of the so-called “China Lobby” to denounce the US Truman
administration for supposedly selling Chiang Kai-shek (Jiang Jieshi) “down the
river” to the Communists and the lobby’s demands that the US continue to
recognize the now exiled Nationalist government in Taiwan also played a
significant role. This initial US policy decision became locked into position given
the bitter US experience with China during the Korean War (1950-1953). Thus,
for both domestic and foreign reasons, the US argued that “Red China” or “The
Peiping Regime” was not a responsible member of the World community and so
did not deserve recognition —a policy that the US had used for more than 20 years
to block the PRC representing China in the UN. This policy only began to change
when the Nixon administration realized how its non-recognition policy was
becoming increasingly outdated and self-defeating, given China’s growing
importance in international affairs. The US finally recognized the PRC in 1979.

Interestingly, the US had earlier followed a somewhat analogous path
towards the eventual recognition the Soviet Union. Due to the so-called “Red
Scare” after World War I and the very conservative 1920s — somewhat similar to
the 1950s — recognition of the Soviet Union became a very controversial issue and
did not occur until 1933 (Bemis 1965). This paper will use a variety of primary
and secondary sources to analyse the US policy of non-recognition of the PRC,
which can be considered important in providing a background for a better
comprehension of contemporary Sino-American relations.
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Recognition in international law

Recognition, in political terms, means simply the willingness to deal with another
state (Malanczuk 1997). However, it can be one of the most difficult areas in
international law due to its many confusing political and legal aspects. Often, it
is political rather than legal factors that influence the process. Adding additional
complexity to the mixture, a distinction must be made between the recognition
of a state and the recognition of a government. Recognizing a state means that
the entity in question is deemed to possess the criteria of statehood, namely
possessing a population, territory and the capacity to enter into diplomatic
relations with other states. On the other hand, the recognition of a government
requires it to be seen as in effective control of the state. The US never questioned
the existence of China as a state, and indeed has always recognized China as a
state. What the US questioned was who was governing China.

The US has often used the recognition of governments as a sign of approval
rather than as a mere statement of fact. Thus, for example, the US often declined
to recognize Latin American governments it did not approve of, as is still the case
today with the regime of Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela. As in the case of the PRC,
US policy towards the recognition of governments tends to be in diametric
contrast to its long-time ally, Britain, which will usually recognize any
government that is in actual control of a state’s territory, whether or not it
approves of that government. Thus, Britain recognized the PRC as the
government of China almost immediately on January 6, 1950, while the US
continued to recognize the Nationalists based in Taiwan as the government of
China, right up until January 1, 1979. Although the US position was purely a
political, and seemed to contradict the legal facts, there is no rule in international
law that mandated the British position or prohibited that of the US.

Immediate origins

The US became involved in World War II to a significant degree due to its
support of the Republic of (Nationalist) China against Japanese aggression. While
this narrative lies clearly beyond the scope of this paper, it serves to explain why
the US was so shocked, and even felt somehow betrayed, when the Communists
took control of China a few years after the successful conclusion of the war.
Although the US recognized Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalists as the legal
government of China during the war, some US officials felt that the Nationalists
lacked the necessary competence and were too corrupt to put up an effective fight
against the Japanese (Schaller 2002; Dallek 1979; Feis 1953; Tuchman 1971). US
General Joseph “Vinegar Joe” Stilwell, for example, maintained that it was in the
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interest of the US to establish relations with the Communists to combat the
Japanese enemy more effectively. The Dixie Mission to Yenan in 1944 was the
first official US contact with the Communists, comprising such Foreign Service
officials as John S. Service, military personnel, weather specialists and translators,
who engaged in successfully interactions with the highest level Communist
leaders. Mao, for example, quizzed the Service closely about the position of the
US toward his movement, and even declared that, “even the most conservative
American businessman can finding nothing in our program to object to” (Schaller
2002, 92).

However, other US officials, such as Generals Claire Lee Chennault and
Albert Coady Wedemeyer, as well as Ambassador Patrick J. Hurley, strongly
opposed cooperation with the Communists, and their position prevailed. For
example, Ambassador Hurley pressed the Communists to disarm and accept a
subordinate role to the Nationalists, being either ignorant of Chiang’s bloody
purge of the Communists during their supposed coalition in 1927, or confident
that Mao would somehow willingly be led to the slaughter. Privately, Hurley
insultingly referred to Mao as “Moose Dung” and Zhou Enlai as “Joe N. Lie.”
(Schaller 2002, 94). During an impromptu visit to Yenan in November 1944,
Hurley astonished his Chinese hosts by shouting out an American Indian war
cry while alighting from his plane, and other weird outbursts followed. The
Communists began to refer to the US ambassador as “the clown”, and Hurley
would eventually resign in November 1945. In a precursor to the conspiracy
theories of the so-called China Lobby discussed below, the US ambassador
ludicrously denounced the “Hydra-headed direction” of US China policy
directed by the State Department officials who “sided with the Communist
armed party ... against American policy” (Schaller 2002, 103).

In December 1945, US president Harry S. Truman sent a new representative
to China to mediate between the contending sides — the most respected General
George C. Marshall. Given the enormity of the problems, the growing strength
of the Communists and the obvious US preference for the Nationalists,
Marshall’s mediation attempt failed (Kurtz-Phelan 2018; Baijia 1998; Zhongyun
2003). The renewed struggle between the Communists and Nationalists soon
resumed, but by 1949, the Communists’ will had prevailed, while the Nationalists
fled into exile to Taiwan. The US was now faced with a completely new
conundrum — who would they now recognize as the government of China.

US White Paper

To attempt to explain US policy and to respond to the domestic claims against
the Truman administration that it had lost China, or worse, Secretary of State
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Dean Acheson oversaw the publication of the China White Paper (Acheson 1969,
302-307). In this important document of more than 1,000 pages, Acheson
attempted to explain that the Communists had won the civil war due to their
superior abilities, power and morale, and not through perfidious US support:
“The unfortunate but inescapable fact is that the ominous result of the civil war
in China was beyond the control of the government of the United States”
(Acheson 1969, 303). However, the Secretary of State added sarcastically that this
obvious conclusion “was unpalatable to believers in American omnipotence, to
whom every goal unattained is explicable only by incompetence or treason”
(Acheson 1969).

Acheson also advised that the US should wait “until the dust settles”
(Acheson 1969, 306) before recognizing the new government. Interestingly, Dean
Rusk, the next secretary of state, under a Democratic president following the
Eisenhower years (1953-1961), agreed with Acheson: “After Mao succeeded on
the mainland, we flirted with the idea of recognizing Communist China ... But
our prevailing attitude was, Let’s wait and see how the new Chinese Communist
government acts before we grant recognition” (Rusk 1990, 158). Unfortunately,
as the civil war was drawing to its Communist victory, Mao began to speak and
write more negatively about the US (Schaller 2002, 117), accusing the few US
diplomats remaining in China of organizing an “imperialist conspiracy” to
foment opposition toward his new government. Apparently, the Chinese officials
felt “that the continued presence of US diplomats, businessmen and missionaries
in Chinese cities encouraged counterrevolutionaries.” In his memoirs, Acheson
declared that, “the treatment of Angus Ward, our Consul General in Mukden, by
the Chinese Communists and their attitude toward our rights and Chinese
obligations were precluding recognition” (Acheson 1969, 340). The Chinese
charged the US consular staff with espionage, holding him and his staff under
house arrest for several months, or according to Acheson, “for over a year”
(Acheson 1969, 344). However, in a road not taken, a few months later in May
1949 some close aides of Mao invited US Ambassador John Leighton Stewart,
who had remained in Nanjing despite its capture by the Communists, to Beijing
for talks. Although the ambassador wanted to go, President Truman, fearing
damaging domestic Republican criticism, and citing the ill treatment of US consul
Angus Ward in Mukden, ordered that “under no circumstances” (Schaller 2002,
117) should the ambassador accept the invitation.

Shortly afterwards, Mao declared that, henceforth, the new China would
lean to one side in foreign affairs, that is, toward the Soviet Union. At the end of
1949 he journeyed outside of China for the first time in his life to visit Moscow
where he entered into painstaking negotiations with Joseph Stalin, the Soviet
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leader. The two communist leaders finally signed a Sino-Soviet Treaty of
Friendship on February 14, 1950, which, of course, in US eyes was a further
reason not to immediately recognize the new regime. In January 1950, the new
Chinese government announced that it would seize the consular property of
foreign governments that had not yet recognized it. In a tit-for-tat move, the US
froze all Chinese assets in the United States following its entry into the Korean
War in November 1950, while a month later the PRC seized all US assets in China
totalling, $196.8 million (Redick 1973, 728).

The Korean War!

By the beginning of 1950, Truman seemed to be divesting the US of any further
interest in defending Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalists, announcing that the US
would not intervene in the event of any expected PRC attack against Taiwan.
However, Truman quickly reversed this decision when communist North Korea
suddenly attacked non-communist South Korea on June 25, 1950. As already
mentioned, the resulting, bitterly fought Korean War (1950-1953) turned what
might have been a much shorter period of diplomatic estrangement into a
permanently locked US policy of non-recognition that would last for almost 30
years.

The US immediately saw this invasion as an example of the Munich analogy
when the West had appeased Hitler’s demands on Czechoslovakia only to whet
the aggressor’s appetite for more. Not responding to the Korean attack would
lead to larger wars to the detriment of the West, and so Truman used the US
influence in the UN to have it grant permission to respond. Within mere days,
the US president committed his country to the defence of South Korea, to the
protection of Taiwan, and to the increase in aid to the Philippines and the French
in Indochina. Mao believed that the US intended to surround and even
overthrow the newly established PRC, and so as US-led UN forces approached
the Chinese border, Chinese troops massively intervened, dealing the US its
worse military defeat in history until the US troops managed to stabilize the
situation at the original border. The bloody stalemate lasted until an Armistice
Agreement was finally signed on July 27, 1953.

Both sides suffered considerable losses. The US lost more than 54,000
soldiers, while Chinese fatalities exceeded 180,000, including Mao’s eldest son,
Mao Anying. The two Koreas suffered even more, with a combined 352,000
deaths. The US had the UN pass a resolution condemning China as the aggressor
in Korea, while the Chinese launched a mass anti-US propaganda “Resist

! For background, see Casey 2008; Merrill 1989.
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America, Aid Korea” campaign among its civilians. Although details of the war
fall beyond the scope of this article, the fallout from the Korean War for many
years served to prevent the US’ recognition of the PRC. As Dean Rusk, Kennedy
and Johnson's secretary of state (1961-1969), wrote much later: “Many people,
myself included, toyed with the idea of recognizing the People’s Republic of
Chinas in the late 1940s, but that idea died on November 26, 1950, when tens of
thousands of Chinese ‘volunteers’ poured across the Yalu River to join battle with
MacArthur’s Eighth Army ... The Korean War hardened American attitudes
toward Peking” (Rusk 1990, 284).

The China lobby?

The China Lobby was a broadly based, well-financed network of domestic right-
wing Republicans and private citizens, as well as Nationalist Chinese officials,
who used demagogic tactics to influence the US political system’s support of
Chiang Kai-shek’s recapture of China. In concert with the more widely based,
character-slandering and red baiting anti-communism of US Republican senator
Joseph R. McCarthy (Rovere 1959; Purifoy 1976), the China Lobby long enjoyed
considerable success in influencing US foreign policy toward China, and
preventing the US from recognizing its Communist government.

Through a multitude of activities, the China Lobby benefitted from the US’
fear of the spread of communism and the belief that it had been aided by inept
or even treasonous elements within the US government. Indeed, many
Americans had come to associate Chiang Kai-shek’s regime with efforts to
establish democracy in China, and Chiang’s conversion to Christianity furthered
this sympathy. Americans also viewed Chiang’s defeat as a victory for its arch
Cold War enemy, the Soviet Union. Important right-wing elements in the
Republican Party supported the China Lobby, largely as a political tactic against
the Democratic Party of President Harry S. Truman and the members of his
administration who had been associated with US China policy when the
Communist had won. The China Lobby came to develop an extraordinary ability
to discredit US State Department officials and others for their reputed betrayal
and even treason regarding China.

The Korean War and Truman’s removal of General Douglas MacArthur
from his command in Korea after he advocated expanding the war to China, in
going against Truman’s more limited policy, added to the Lobby’s influence.
Indeed, MacArthur went so far as to argue that General George Marshall’s

2 For background, see Koen 1974; Blackwell 2000.
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mission to China in 1945-1946 had been “one of the greatest blunders in
American history” (White 1951). According to this conspiratorial line of thinking,
Marshall had attempted to force Chiang into a political alliance with the
Communists in 1946, and later, as secretary of state, sabotaged US aid to Chiang,
leading to the loss of China.

Alfred Kohlberg— a wealthy New York executive, fanatical anti-communist
and pro-Chiang supporter — published over a dozen articles attacking the US’
failure to intervene in China in his pro-Chiang magazines The China Monthly and
Plain Talk. Henry R. Luce and his wife Claire Booth Luce, publishers of the
famous Time and Life magazines, were probably even more influential. The Luces
placed Chiang’s photo on the front cover of Time a record 10 times over the years
and made him the sympathetic featured cover story.

The China Lobby also laboured successfully to help discredit and have fired
prominent US China academic experts like Owen Lattimore and John Paton
Davies, Jr., among others. Davies was fired from his job in the State Department
in the mid-1950s by Secretary of State John Foster Dulles for his “lack of
judgment” after suggesting that the likelihood of Chiang being victorious over
the Communists on the mainland was doubtful. He went on to become a
businessman engaged in furniture manufacture and design. (Davies 1964). A
decade later, the author of this paper passed the difficult US State Department
written exam, only to fail the final oral exam when he ventured the opinion in
1965 that the US should recognize the Communist government in China. The
examiners told him that he was “naive”, and he went on to become an academic.

Earlier, the notorious US senator Joseph McCarthy, while attempting to
smear US Foreign Service officer John S. Service, questioned him about how
curious it was that three China specialists (Service himself, John Paton Davies
and John Carter Vincent) all had the same first name (Schaller 2002, 123-125),
asking if it was a mere coincidence that “three Johns lost China?” Service replied
that actually “four Johns lost China”. McCarthy, about whom one wit earlier
quipped, “couldn’t find a communist in Red Square”, when demanding to know
the identity of the fourth John, was told “John K. Shek”. Although the senate
audience chuckled, Service lost his job, and eventually became a trap company
employee and later a library curator.

For all these reasons, the China Lobby long enjoyed considerable success in
the US. Although failing in its ultimate goal of returning Chiang Kai-shek to
power in China, it did play a significant role in postponing the eventual US
recognition of the new China for many years. It also managed to damage and
even ruin the reputations of many scholars, journalists and politicians who did
not agree with its positions. Although he had originally gained recognition as a
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vociferous member of the Lobby, US president Richard Nixon’s trip to China in
1971 ended most of the Lobby’s influence, although even today, it still lobbies
with some success in the US Congress on behalf of Taiwan.

Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson

The Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson presidencies (1953-1969) proved to be
largely fruitless in making any progress toward US recognition of the PRC, as
both sides almost seemed to outdo each other in their mutual hostility. US
secretary of state John Foster Dulles’ refusal to shake Chinese premier and
foreign minister Zhou Enlai’s proffered hand at the Geneva conference on
Indochina (April 26-July 20, 1954) perhaps best symbolized the US" barren
approach. ® Dulles, a dour moralist and Presbyterian Church lay activist
described the PRC “as a godless, illegal regime that did not conform to the
practices of civilized nations” (Schaller 2002, 142), and even hoped to restart the
civil war in China and eliminate the PRC, albeit without US participation. The
Eisenhower administration sanctioned China with strict trade controls, while
also negotiating new or expanded security pacts with Japan, South Korea,
Thailand, the Philippines and Taiwan.*

Radical Chinese domestic policies, such as the Great Leap Forward in the
late 1950s and the Cultural Revolution in the mid-1960s, served to isolate China,
and did not help the situation. Neither did China’s reference to the US as the most
dangerous imperialist power and, paradoxically, a mere paper tiger. Indeed, on
two separate occasions (1954 and again in 1958) they even approached “the
brink” of war over the Nationalist-held offshore islands of Matsu and Quemoy.
The long-lasting and complicated Vietnam War during the 1960s, in which the
US and China supported opposing sides, added to the diplomatic impasse.

The US and China held 136 on-again, off-again ambassadorial level
meetings, starting in 1955, first in Geneva and then from 1958-1970 in Warsaw,
but they proved largely to be dialogues of the deaf (Goldstein 2002). Taiwan's
status was the major obstacle preventing any real understanding, although the

3 For a discussion of this incident, see Suyin 1994, 233-236. However, Walter Bedell Smith,
who took over the US delegation after Dulles left the conference early, gripped Zhou's left
arm while holding a cup of tea in his right hand, and told the Chinese leader: “It's been
an honor and pleasure to meet you here.” Zhou replied: “The American and Chinese
people will always keep a deep affection for each other.” Unfortunately, these two
gestures of respect, if they really did occur, proved to be a road not taken for many years.
4 The author of this paper remembers in his youth as a stamp collector how it technically
was illegal in the US to acquire Chinese stamps, but how satisfying it was to get around
the regulations while in Canada!
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talks probably helped the two prevent their major difficulties from escalating into
actual war until the eventual Nixon/Kissinger breakthrough in 1971.

Interestingly, one of Kennedy’s close advisors claimed after his
assassination in November 1963 that the US president had “felt dissatisfied with
his administration’s failure to break new ground in this area ... [and had] asked
the State Department to consider possible new steps and did not regard as
magical or permanent this country’s long-standing policy of rigidity”. 5
However, the source claimed that “since the day of his inauguration the Red
Chinese — unlike the Soviets — has spewed unremitting vituperation upon him.”
Thus, “even if Red China had not become an emotional and political issue in the
United States, he [Kennedy] said, any American initiative now toward
negotiations, diplomatic recognition or UN admission would be regarded as
rewarding aggression”. Accordingly, “he was prepared to use whatever means
were available to prevent the seating of Red China in Nationalist China’s seat at
the UN".

This reference to the UN was an emotional and internationally important
extension to the question of US recognition of the PRC (Bennett and Oliver 2002,
88-89). The UN question was a matter of mere recognition, not one of China’s
existence as a state. Indeed, the US always referred to China as an original
member of the UN with a permanent seat on the Security Council. The question
was who represented China — the old Nationalist government now exiled on
Taiwan, or its successor, the PRC, which clearly controlled and represented
mainland China. However, the whole issue of recognizing the PRC seat in the
UN became wrapped up in the same imbroglio of the US recognizing the PRC
itself. For example, Dean Rusk — Kennedy and Johnson’s secretary of state —
pointed out that “just before Dwight Eisenhower left office, he told Kennedy that
although he would support him on foreign policy in general, he would strongly
oppose any attempt by the new administration to recognize Peking and seat
mainland China at the United Nations” (Rusk 1990, 283).

5 This and the following citations were taken from Sorensen 1965, 665.

Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., another close advisor to Kennedy and the author of an equally
important biography published shortly after of the president’s assassination, agreed with
Sorensen when he wrote that Kennedy “considered the state of our relations with
Communist China as irrational ... [and] did not exclude the possibility of doing something
to change them in the course of his administration” (Schlesinger 1965, 479). Similarly,
Dean Rusk, Kennedy’s secretary of state, declared that “had Kennedy lived and been
reelected in 1964 with a strong mandate, I am sure he would have eventually reopened
the China question” (Rusk 1990, 284). However, earlier in 1949, “Kennedy was one of a
handful of Democrats who accused President Truman and the State Department of
deserting [Nationalist] China.” (Schaller 2002, 153).
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For more than two decades (1950-1971), the US applied political, economic
and diplomatic pressure on the other UN members in an annual struggle to deny
the PRC the right to represent China in the UN, even though the PRC controlled
approximately 99 percent of China’s territory and population. From 1951 to 1960,
the US used a procedural device to deny the PRC representation by keeping the
issue itself off the General Assembly agenda by a mere majority vote. As this
gradually became more difficult to achieve, the US switched to the tactic of
having the issue treated as an important one requiring a two-thirds vote to seat
the PRC (That said, important items requiring a two-thirds vote can be removed
at any time from this category by a mere majority decision in the General
Assembly, and this is exactly what finally occurred). Although a very impressive
example of US influence, the entire exercise became increasingly difficult to pull
off, given China’s growing influence in international relations. In addition, the
UN recognition question became caught up in US president Nixon’s decision to
seek rapprochement with, and clearly eventual US recognition of, the PRC. When
the US finally switched its position in 1971 to recognize the PRC as China’s UN
representative, while attempting to maintain at least a seat in the General
Assembly for Taiwan — a two-China solution which the PRC would have none of
— the UN General Assembly at last recognized the PRC as the sole representative
of China, while the Nationalists were completely expelled. Indeed, the Shanghai
communique signed by the US and China following Nixon’s visit to the country
in 1971 both recognized the PRC as the sole representative of China and Taiwan
as part of China, but insisted that the PRC would not use force to unify the two.

The Nixon/Kissinger breakthrough

The Sino-American rapprochement was one of the most stunning events in recent
international political history. This was especially true, given Mao’s implacable
anti-imperialist and anti-American standpoint, and Nixon’s virtual status as a
card-carrying member of the China Lobby. The only similarly analogous earth-
shaking event in recent history that this author can think of was the Nazi-Soviet
non-aggression pact reached in August 1939. Fortunately, the results of the
Nixon/Kissinger and Mao/Zhou breakthrough proved to be much more peaceful
and successful!

Both foreign and domestic events made this sudden demarche possible. In
1967, the future American president published an article in the prestigious
journal Foreign Affairs in which he declared that in the long haul, the US “simply
cannot afford to leave China forever outside the family of nations, there to
nurture its fantasies, cherish its hates and threaten its neighbours. There is no
place on this small planet for a billion of its potentially most able people to live



Cappadocia Journal of Area Studies (CJAS) 2020, vol. 2, no.1 15

in angry isolation” (Nixon 1967, 121).¢ A little more than a year later, the PRC
reciprocated by publishing Nixon’s presidential inaugural address of January 20,
1969 in full in two major Chinese newspapers — an unprecedented act. Mao
further signalled his wish for rapprochement by inviting American journalist
Edgar Snow—the author of a classic book (Snow 1968) praising the Chinese
communists — to stand beside him in Tiananmen Square for the annual National
Day parade on October 1, 1970. The Chinese press then published a photo of the
two together as a further signal to the US and the Chinese people. For the first
time ever, Nixon, in a speech delivered in March 1971, referred to China by its
formal name, the People’s Republic of China. Then in April 1971, ping-pong
diplomacy between the two sides gave tangible international publicity to what
was occurring. Indeed, Henry Kissinger, Nixon's erudite national security
advisor and future secretary of state, had already made his first secret mission to
Beijing where he had met Chinese premier Zhou Enlai, doing the groundwork
for Nixon’s ground-breaking visit to China on February 21, 1972. Zhou and
Kissinger expressed mutual respect and appreciation for each other, which was
in stark contrast to Dulles’ refusal in 1954 even to shake Zhou's hand at the
Geneva conference. So, what led to this truly extraordinary turn of events?
Although a complete analysis of this is beyond the scope of this article, the
mutually perceived Soviet threat was certainly one of the main factors behind
this monumental breakthrough (Kissinger 2011, 202-235; Nixon 1978, 544-580;
Kissinger 1979, 684-787). In March 1969, Soviet and Chinese troops had come
close to war when they clashed on Zhenbao (Damansky) Island in the Ussuri
River that formed their border in the north. Several months later in August, a
large-scale Soviet attack killed hundreds more in the Xinjiang province on
China’s far western border near the Chinese nuclear weapons test site. Looking
back on these events, Kissinger would later write “having since seen many
documents published by the main parties, I now lean toward the view that the
Soviet Union was much closer to a pre-emptive attack than we realized and that
uncertainty about American reactions proved to be a principal reason for
postponing that project”(Kissinger 2011, 219). Both China and the US believed
that their budding, tacit alliance would check the Soviet threat, while
contributing usefully to their own domestic political and economic stability.
Furthermore, domestically, Nixon felt that success with China would help him

¢ Foreign Affairs was the very journal in which George F. Kennan had published his famous
containment article 20 years earlier.
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win re-election in 1972, as indeed it did, while Mao felt a need to calm the
upheavals of the Cultural Revolution.

Ford/Carter: Final stages toward recognition

The Nixon/Kissinger breakthrough in relations with China did not lead to
immediate US recognition of the PRC, due largely to the Taiwan issue. However,
the Shanghai Communique did pledge that both states would work toward the
full normalization of diplomatic relations. The US also agreed with the PRC
position that there was only one China, and that Taiwan was part of that China.
For its part, the PRC agreed that it would not employ force to unify with Taiwan.
On other important matters, the US and the PRC agreed to take action against
any state that would attempt to establish “hegemony” in the Asian-Pacific, in a
clear reference to the Soviet Union.

To facilitate the final establishment of formal diplomatic relations, the two
sides first opened reciprocal liaison offices in Beijing and Washington. From May
1973 to the end of 1978, David K.E. Bruce, George H.W. Bush, Thomas S. Gates,
Jr. and Leonard Woodcock — all distinguished officials — served as chiefs of the
US liaison office in Beijing with the rank of ambassador. While visiting China in
1975, the new US president Gerald Ford (1974-1977) reaffirmed the US
commitment to formally recognize the PRC, and his successor, Jimmy Carter
(1977-1981), would repeat this determination.

However, quick recognition threatened to cause difficult domestic political
problems for both Presidents Ford and Carter from long-time conservative
supporters of Taiwan. Carter, for example, wrote how “the difficulty would lie
in assuring China’s willingness to accommodate our requirements for unofficial
relations with Taiwan and our permanent interest in its peaceful existence”
(Carter 1982, 191). In his memoirs, Cyrus Vance, Carter’s secretary of state,
specifically identified the problem of Taiwan as preventing earlier
“normalization”: “We were determined not to jeopardize the security of Taiwan”
(Vance 1983, 77). President Carter stressed that Vance also felt “it would be
unwise to take on an issue as politically controversial as normalization with
China until the Panama issue was out of the way” (Vance 1983, 79).7 At first, Ford
and Carter were wary of establishing military relations with the PRC, as they

7 Vance was referring to the emotional status of the Panama Canal Treaties that would
remove the US from controlling this important waterway connecting the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans.
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might threaten US-Soviet relations, including the SALT II arms control
negotiations.

However, finally, on December 15, 1978 the two sides reached an agreement
to end almost three decades of diplomatic estrangement, and formally establish
diplomatic relations on January 1, 1979. Vance referred this to be “one of the
enduring achievements of the Carter years” (Vance 1983, 119). President Carter
himself averred that, “my foreign policy team and I, very proud of our
accomplishments, were in a happy and expansive mood” (Carter 1982, 200), and
added, that “most countries recognized this development as a historic one, which
would contribute to peace and would open China further to the outside world.”

Vice Premier and Paramount Leader, Deng Xiaoping’s well publicized visit
to the US in January 1979 launched a series of very important political and
economic exchanges in many different fields. Even Sino-US military cooperation
was on the table, given the Soviet threats in Afghanistan and the Vietnamese
invasion of Cambodia. The US sold “non-lethal” arms to China, and in 1981 the
two announced that a joint Sino-US listening post had been operating in Xinjiang
near the Soviet border.

The long journey taken by China and the US culminated in the eventual US
recognition of the PRC. Perhaps symbolizing this new era, Deng good-naturedly
donned a ten-gallon, Texas-style cowboy hat during his visit to the US in January
1979. President Carter wrote enthusiastically that “The Deng Xiaoping visit was
one of the delightful experiences of my Presidency. To me, everything went
right” (Carter 1982, 202). Time magazine even named Deng its prestigious “Man
of the Year” at the end of 1978, and his portrait appeared on the magazine’s front
cover, a position that had in the past been reserved for Chinese Nationalist leader
Chiang Kai-shek.

Conclusions

Considerable time has elapsed since the US finally recognized the PRC in 1979,
and to the astonishment of many who remember the old China, the PRC has
become second only to the US as the most powerful economy in the world.
China’s National Day celebrations in Beijing on October 1, 2019 demonstrated to
all its military might. Many new crises have come and gone, the most recent being
the 2019 so-called trade war between the two frenemies, which threatens not only
their mutual prosperity, but also that of the world. Henry Kissinger, now 96,
recently warned that the US and China are “in the foothills of a cold war”
(Bloomberg 2019; Friedman 2019). Hopefully, their now 40-year-old diplomatic
relationship will help them avoid the Thucydides Trap of devastating war caused
by a new power challenging the old, established one.
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Oz: Farkli cografyalarda yasayan halklarin hemen hepsinin bir ritiiel nesnesi
olarak maske kullandiklar1 bilinmektedir. Bu ¢alismada ise Hakasya'da
kesfedilen 6liim maskeleri iizerinde durulmustur. MO 2 - MS 5. yiizyillara
tarihlendirilen Tastik arkeolojik kiiltiiriine ait bu maskeler, dogrudan o6liiniin
ylizline yapilmis olmalar1 sebebiyle 2000 yil 6nce Giiney Sibirya’da yasamakta
olan Tiirklerin fenotipik Ozellikleri hakkinda bilgi saglamaktadir. Tang
yilliklarinda bahsi gecen Kirgiz 6liim gelenekleri {izerinden kurulan kiiltiirel
baglantilar sonucu bu maskelerin herhangi bir etkilesim sonucu ortaya
¢ikmadigl ve 6zgiin oldugu goriisiine varilmistir. Ayrica Tastik mezarlarindan
elde edilen buluntular arasinda séz konusu donemde oldukca degerli kabul
edilen Cin ipeginin bulunmasi, Tastiklarin Han dénemi Cin devleti ile iliski
kurduklarimi diisiindiirmektedir. Giiniimiizde Rusya ve Hakasya’'daki
miizelerde muhafaza edilen 6zgiin Tastik maskelerinin fotograflarini iceren bir
fotograf sergisi ilk kez 2009 yilinda Sergey Narylkov tarafindan agilmisgtir.
Narylkov'un koleksiyonundaki fotograflardan esinlenerek ortaya konulan
fotograf sergisi projesi i¢in sdz konusu maskeler sanatsal bir tislupla yeniden
yorumlanmustir.

Anahtar kelimeler: 6liim, maske, Cin, Hakas, Tastik
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A study on the reinterpretation of Khakas death masks
in the process of cultural interaction with China

Abstract: Masks are used by almost all people from around the world as an
object of ceremony. In this study, it is focused on the death masks which have
been found in Khakassia. These masks belong to the Tashtyk archaeological
culture dating back to 2 BCE — 5 CE. Since these masks are made on the faces
of dead people, they can provide answers to the question of how the physical
appearance of the Turks was living in South Siberia 2000 years ago. By
examining the death traditions of the Yenisei Kyrgyz in the annals of Tang
dynasty, this paper argues that these masks are authentic. The discovery of
Chinese silk fabrics among the burial sites of these people gives a very accurate
picture of the interaction between Tashtyks and Han dynasty of China. A photo
exhibition including the photos of the original Tashtyk masks that are in the
museums of Russia and Khakassia was curated for the first time by Sergey
Narylkov in 2009. The Khakas death masks have been reinterpreted with an
artistic touch for the photo exhibition.

Keywords: death, mask, China, Khakas, Tashtyk

Giris

Bu calismanin odak noktasini olusturan maske kelimesinin dogdugu ve yayildig:
dillerde tasidigr anlam anlagildiktan sonra bu derinlikli nesnenin ortiik
islevlerinden bahsetmek yerinde olacaktir.

Arap dilinde “bir siperlikle gizleme” anlamina gelen maskhar fiili (Catafago
1873, 799) takip edildiginde yine bu fiilden tiireyen maskara kelimesi ile
karsilagilmaktadir. Bu kelime ise hem “maske” hem de “maske takan kisi”
anlaminda kullanilmaktadir (Welsford 2015, 93). Yiiziiniin tamamin ya da bir
kismin1 maske ile gizlemis olan bir kisinin ise geleneksel ortamda hemen her
zaman bir gesit ritiiel ya da oyunda yer aldigini tahmin etmek zor olmayacaktir.
Nitekim Arapgca “giiliing kimse”, “soytar1” anlamina gelen maskharah kelimesinin
Bat1 dillerinden Ispanyolcaya madscara, italyancaya maschera ve Ingilizceye de
masquerade bigimlerinde 6diinglendigi ve maskeli balo, kilik degistirme, taklit
etme gibi anlamlar tasidig1 bilinmektedir (Lauand 2012, 87; Alabdullah 2014,
751).

Tirk Dil Kurumu Biiyiik Tiirkce Sozliik’te yukarida bahsi gegen kelimenin
kokeninin Arapca oldugu belirtilmekle birlikte Arapgada oldugu haliyle
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“maskara” seklinde Tiirk diline gectigi ve yine ayni sekilde hem “soytar1” hem
de “karnaval maskesi” anlamlar1 tasidig1 goriilmektedir (Biiyiik Tiirkce Sozliik,
www.tdk.gov.tr). Ancak ayni kaynakta “maske” ve “mask” kelimeleri
aratildiginda koken bilgisi olarak Fransizca gosterilmekte ve taninmamak,
korunmak igin kullanilan ve gercek goriiniisii oldugu gibi duygular1 da
gizleyebilen “yapma yiiz” ile “Oliiniin yiiziine uygulanarak elde edilen yiiz
kalib1” anlamlar1 verilmektedir (Biiyiik Tiirkce Sozliik, www.tdk.gov.tr).
Goruldiigti gibi Tark dili, esasinda aymi kokene sahip kelimeleri farkli
donemlerde farkli dillerden biinyesine almistir. Hakas dilinde maske anlamina
gelen “hubulcah”! (xyOyayax) kelimesinin (Butanayev 1999, 193) kokiinde de
“degismek” anlamina gelen “hubularga” (xy6yaapra) fiilinin (Hakassko-Russkiy
slovar 2006, 856) bulunmasi, maskenin “doniisiilen kisiyi ya da yepyeni bir
kimligi” temsil etme islevi (Pollock 1995, 584) bakimindan dikkat ¢cekmektedir.

Tastik maskelerinin bolgesel niteligi lizerine

Farkli cografyalarda yasayan halklarin hemen hepsinin bir ritiiel nesnesi olarak
maske kullanmasi ve bunu yapmaktaki amacglarinin da hep aymi sekilde
goriiniisii degistirmek, gizlenmek, farkli bir kiiga girmek ya da oldugundan
baska bir varlig1 temsil etmek olmasi mithimdir. Ancak bu ¢alismada cesitli
ayinlerde kullanilan ve amaci ¢ogunlukla goriiniisii degistirmek olan “ritiiel
maskeleri” (Bagc1 2018, 29) yerine, Asya kitasinin kalbinde, diinyanin en biiyiik
dordiincti nehri olan Yenisey’in orta havzasinda, Altay ve Sayan daglarinin
arasindaki Hakas-Minusinsk vadisinde yer alan Hakasya’da kesfedilen ve
yapilis amaci ilk gruptaki maskelerin aksine goriiniisii degistirmek degil,
muhafaza etmek olan 6liim maskeleri {izerinde durulacaktir.

Giiney Sibirya kurganlarindan ele gegirilen ve adini bolgedeki Tastik nehri
yakinlarinda yapilan kazilardan alan Tastik maskeleri ile ilgili bilgileri ilk olarak
Il. Yekaterina tarafindan St. Petersburg Imparatorluk Bilimler Akademisi'ne
davet edilen Alman bilimci Peter Simon Pallas’in 1771-1772 yillarinda Minusinsk
steplerindeki arastirmalarini kaydetti§i giinliiklerden edinmekteyiz. Pallas,
mezar soygunculari tarafindan anlatilan ve halk arasinda da yayilmis olan “canl
ylizler” ile ilgili efsanelerden bahsetmistir; bu anlatilanlarin gergekligi ise ancak
100 y1l sonra ortaya gikmustir. Ilk olarak Danigkin adli bir koyliiniin, Abakan
nehri sahilindeki bir kurganda buldugu kilden yapilmis bir maskeyi Minusinsk
miizesine getirmesi olay1 bilinmektedir (Vadetskaya 1981, 92). Tastik dénemine

! Butanayev’in aksine Timur B. Davletov, 9 Mayis 2017 tarihinde TURKSOY’da
gerceklesen “Yenisey Olim Maskeleri” fotograf sergisinin afis ve davetiyesi igin runik
harflerle yazdig1 Hakasga baslikta maske kelimesinin karsilig1 olarak hubulgas kelimesini
tercih etmistir.
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(MO TI - MS 5. yy.) ait bu maskelerin oldukga geg sayilabilecek bir donemde
kesfedilmesi ise Hakaslar arasinda atalar kiiltiiniin giiglii bir bicimde yasatilmasi
sebebiyle yerli halkin atalarinin yattig1 yerleri rahatsiz etmek istememesinden
kaynaklanmis olmalidir. Nitekim kurganlarin ¢ogu Ruslarin bolgeye
gelmelerinden sonra soyulmaya baslamistir (Bagc1 2018, 43).

Bu konudaki en miihim kesiflerden biri 1883'te Rus arkeolog Aleksandr
Adrianov’'un, Tagar adasmndaki bir mezar hiicresi kazisinda yirmiden fazla
maske bulmasi olmustur. Bu maskeler kafataslarinin {izerinde, cesetlerden ayr:
olarak ya da yakilmis insan kemiklerinin tizerinde durur halde ele gegirilmistir.
Adrianov’'un anlattiklarina gore maskelerin bazilar1 oldukg¢a sira digsidir.
Uzerlerinde genellikle kizil boyayla cizilmis desenler bulunmaktadir. Hemen
hemen ayn: dénemlerde Fin ve Rus arkeologlar Aspelin ve Klements tarafindan
bagka kurganlarda bu maskelerin daha basit yapili olanlar1 da giin yiiziine
cikarilmistir. 1883’ten sonra Adrianov, 1895-1897 yillar1 arasinda Abakan
steplerindeki Kizilkul (Kizil Gol) yakinlarinda ikinci kez benzer maskeler
bulmustur. Ancak Tagar Adasi'nda ilk buldugu maskeler dogrudan oliiniin
yliziine uygulanmigken, Kizilkul’dan elde edilen maskeler kafatasina sivanarak
yapilmistir. Bu sebeple Adrianov’'un buldugu ilk maskelerde 6liilerin boyun
kivrimlarinn izi ya da sag teli kalintilar1 mevcutken ikinci grupta boyle bir sey
s0z konusu degildir (Vadetskaya 1981, 93). Kizlasov’a gore ilk grupta bulunan
maskeler erken Tastik donemine aittir ve bu donemdeki tiim kurganlarda
delinmis kafataslari, maske uygulanmis yiizler ve mumyalanmis bedenlerle
karsilasilmaktadir. Bu buluntularda maskeler dogrudan olarak odliiniin yiiziine
uygulandigl i¢cin maskelerin i¢ tarafinda yumusak cilt dokusu, agiz, bazen bryik,
burun, goz ¢ukurlari, boyun derisindeki kirisikliklar, kulaklarin sekli ve hatta
siklikla kizil olmak iizere sag teli kalintilar1 korunmustur. Bu maskelerin mekanik
bir sekilde, kalipla alinmadig1 da tartismasiz sekilde ortadadir. Yaraticilik s6z
konusu oldugu i¢in bunlarin her birinin birer sanat eseri oldugunu sdylemek de
yanlis olmayacaktir. Bu cenaze maskeleri yalnizca plastik sanatlar tiriinii degil,
ayni zamanda resim sanati {irtinii olarak da kabul edilebilir niteliktedir; ¢linkii
Tastik mezarlarindan ¢ikan bu maskeler, ¢esitli renklerde boyalarla siislenmis
durumdadir (Kizlasov 1960, 148). Kizlasov bu ikinci gruba ait maskeleri tasiyan
cesetlerle ilgili olarak ise Oliim vakti ve Oliiniin mezara yerlestirilmesi arasinda
ciddi bir zaman fark: oldugunu belirtmistir. Zaman farkinin fazla oldugu bu gibi
durumlarda oncelikle viicut iskelete doniistiiriilmekte, ardindan trepanasyon?
ile beyin ¢ikarilmaktadir. Daha sonra kafatas: kil ile sivanip burun boslugu,
kafatasinin igi ve goz ¢ukurlar kille doldurulmaktadir (Kizlasov 1960, 148).

2 Delgi, kemiklerin medikal ya da ritiiel amacl delinmesi iglemi.
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Bu kesiflerin ardindan Giiney Sibirya’daki Tastiklarin 6liilerinin yiizlerini
maskelerle ortmelerinin bolgesel bir uygulama olup olmadig: sorgulanmaya
baslamistir. Daha oOnceleri antik Misir ve Yunan medeniyetlerinde o6liim
maskelerinin kullaniliyor olmas:i bilgisinin disinda neolitik donemde Yakin
Dogu cografyasinda kafatasimnin al¢it ya da kil ile sivanmast uygulamasinin
mevcut oldugu da bilinmektedir. Yumusak dokulardan arinmis ve iskelet haline
doniismiis olan kafatasinin, alt ¢ene ile ya da alt ¢enesiz sekillerde bazen algi,
bazen de kil ile yiiz 6zellikleri verilmeye ¢alisilarak sivanmas: uygulamasinin
ornekleri, Suriye, Israil, Urdiin ve Anadolu'da toplam 12 neolitik cag koy
yerlesmesinde giin 1s181na ¢ikarilmistir (Ozbek 2005, 128). Kafatasinin stvanmast
disinda Jericho, Ain Ghazal ve Nahal Hemar magaralarinda kil biistler de
bulunmustur. Buluntularin kafataslari stivanmis, boyanmis ve ziftle kaplanmistir.
(Arensburg ve Hershkovitz 1989, 127). Ozellikle Israil'in Yiftahel bolgesinde
bulunan kil sivali baslarda ise yiizdeki oOzelliklere Ozen gosterildigi
kaydedilmistir. Ornegin burun icin cakil, kireg tas1 ve gdzler icin beyaz deniz
kabuklar1 kullamilmistir (Milevski vd. 2008, 40). Bu ritiiellerin Tastik
dénemindekilerden farki ise kremasyon ile ilgilidir. Israil’de bulunan bazi
kafataslarinin agir bigimde yanmis oldugu goriilmektedir; ancak bunun eriyik
haldeki ziftin kafatasma uygulanmasindan kaynaklandig1 distintilmektedir.
Ortadogu’daki neolitik sitlerde insan kalintilarinin kasitli kremasyonuna dair
herhangi bir rapor bulunmamaktadir (Arensburg ve Hershkovitz 1989, 122).
Bunun aksine mezar odalarinin atese verilmesi sebebiyle deforme olan Tagtik
maskeleri ve insan kiillerinin bulundugu kurganlar kremasyona isaret
etmektedir.

Bu 6rnekler disinda Asya’daki diger 6rneklere de bakmak yerinde olacaktir.
Shuyun Guo, Cin’de ayni derin tarihsel ve kiiltiirel kokleri paylasan Altay dil
ailesine ve Sibirya koluna mensup ¢ok sayida halkin, benzersiz bir maske kiiltiirii
yarattigini ve baslangicta bu maskelerin kesinlikle Samanik ideolojinin bir iriinii
oldugunu ifade etmektedir (2003, 163). Ancak s6z konusu Oliim maskeleri
oldugunda giiniimiiz kaynaklar1 yeterli 6rnek sunamamaktadir. Stoclet
koleksiyonunda H. F. E. Visser tarafindan Tang dénemine ait bir 6liim maskesi
oldugu ileri siiriilen bronz bir maskenin varlig1 bilinmektedir. Ancak Cin’de bu
tarz maskelerin olduk¢a nadir olmas: ve cesedin yiiziinde maske bulunan
gomdilere dair kanitlarin da eksikligi sebebiyle s6z konusu bronz maskenin islevi
sorgulanmaktadir (Seligman 1952, 16).

Sonug olarak bu maskeler Iskit eseri olarak kabul edilecek olursa Sibirya’da
farkli bolgelerin disinda Karadeniz'in kuzeyini de kapsayan daha genis bir
cografyada maskelerin benzerlerinin bulunmus olmasi gerekirdi. Yenisey
kiyisinda bulunan maskelerin baska kiiltiirler ile bir etkilesim sonucu gelistigi
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ileri siiriilecek olursa, bu kez de iislup ve maskelere eslik eden ritiiellerde
ortakliklar bulunabiliyor olmasi sarti aranirdi. Bu sebeple s6z konusu 6liim
maskelerinin yalmzca Sibirya’nin arkeolojik Mekke’si olarak kabul géren Hakas
topraklarinda bulunmus olmasi dikkat ¢ekicidir.

Tastik maskelerinin yapilis amaglar

Tastik maskelerinin orijinallikleri kadar yapilis amagclar1 da sorgulanmistir ve bu
sorgulama giiniimiizde hala devam etmektedir. En yaygin kan1 6liimden sonraki
hayatta ruhun garantiye alinmas: ihtiyac ile ilgilidir (Baumer 2012, 171).
Kiselyov da odlen kisinin yiiziinii ve dis goriiniisiinii koruma davranisini
oliimden sonraki hayata dair bir inanisin varligina yormaktadir (1951, 394).
Arkeolog ve etnograf Albert Nikolayevi¢ Lipskiy ise Hakaslar gibi Sibirya
halklarinin  geleneklerini inceleyerek maskelere bir acgiklama getirmeye
calismistir. Bolge halklarinin inanislarina gore olen kisinin ruhunun, 6liimden
hemen sonra dliiler {ilkesine gegebilmesi olanaksizdir. Oncelikle lenin bedeni
iskelete doniismelidir ve pek tabii bunun icin belirli bir siire gerekmektedir.
Ancak ge¢cmesi gereken bu uzun siire icinde yasayanlarin arasinda kalan ruh
kaybolabilir. Bu ise istenmeyen bir seydir; ¢linkii 6len kisinin ruhunun yeni
dogan bir bebegin bedeninde tekrar diinyaya gelmesi gerekmektedir ve eger ruh
kaybolursa dogum orami da azalacaktir. Bu durumu engellemek igin 6lenin
akrabalari, dlen kisiye benzeyen, onu tasvir eden kuklalar hazirlarlar ve dlenin
ruhunu bu kuklanin igine yerlestirirler. Kuklalar1 beslerler, korurlar ve ona
kurbanlar sunarlar. Kemiklerin ya da kiillerin gdmiilecegi son giin, bu kukla da
mezara yerlestiriimektedir (Vadetskaya 1981, 97). Kizlasov da bu goriise
katilmakta ve Cin'deki Tang hanedanligi zamanindan kalan yilliklar olan
Tangshu’dan Ornek vermektedir. Tangshu’ya gore, Tastiklarin torunlari olan
Hakaslar yani Kirgizlar, bir kisi 6ldiigiinde bedenini yakiyorlar, kemikleri ise bir
yil sonra gomiiyorlardi. Ayni sekilde Tastik doneminde de 6lii yakma islemi
korunmustur. Maskeler ise goriiniise gore bu siire boyunca 6len kisiye benzeyen
portrelerin gerekli oldugu birtakim ritiieller i¢in 6lenin akrabalarmin evinde
muhafaza ediliyordu (Kizlasov 1960, 150).

Yukarida bahsedilen 6lii kuklalar1 ve bu kuklalar ¢evresinde gelisen
rittiellerin yiizyillar boyunca ayni bicimde uygulanmakta oldugu tarihi verilerle
takip edilebilmektedir. Ornegin, Banzarov Mogol Samanizmini inceledigi
calismasinda bu imitasyon kuklalar ve onlara ibadet edilmesi ile ilgili olarak,
Mogollar arasinda Olmiis insanlarin ruhlarinin, halkin korku ve saygisinin
nesnesi haline gelmis oldugunu ve bu sebeple de sevilen bir kisi 6ldiigiinde onun
ogullary, kizlari, kiiglik ve biiyiik erkek kardeslerinin, dlen kisiye benzeyen bir
figiir / idol yaptiklarini belirtmektedir. Devaminda ise bu imitasyon kuklay1
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evlerinde saklayarak Ebulgazi'nin daha onceden aktardigi gibi, evdeki ilk
yemegi her zaman ona sunduklarini ve onu 6perek “bu bizim sevdigimiz kisinin
tasviridir,” sozleriyle ona tapindiklarini sdylemektedir (Banzarov 1891, 30-32).

Banzarov’dan ¢ok daha o©nce Marco Polo da Tirklerin evlerinde
bulundurduklar: birtakim putlari her giin 6gle ve aksam yemeklerinde yagh bir
et parcasi ile beslediklerini anlatmaktadir. Bu et pargas: énce Polo'nun “Tanr1”
olarak aktardig1 tasvirin, ardindan da evdeki kadmn ve ¢ocuklarin agzina
siriilmektedir (Roux 1999, 210). Ayni sekilde Polo’'nun ¢agdasi olan Wilhelm
Rubruk da XIIL yiizyi1lda Mogolistan’daki Tatarlarin putlar (idoller) yaptiklarin
ve benzer ritiieller gerceklestirdiklerini ifade etmektedir (Banzarov 1891, 7).
Ancak atalar kiiltiiniin belki de en 6nemli gostergesi olarak kabul edilebilecek
olan bu “kutsal putlar,” (Tryjarski 2012, 392) ve onlara yiiklenen anlamlar ¢ok
daha eskiye dayaniyor olmalidir. Nitekim Butanayev bu tarz putlarin MO VII-1.
ylizyillar arasinda Hakas topraklarinda Tagar kiiltiiriiyle ortaya c¢ikmis
olabilecegini ifade etmistir (1996, 180). Vadetskaya ise Baykal bolgesindeki ve
Krasnoyarsk’taki Afantova dagindaki Bronz Cag1 mezarlarindan da Altaylilarin
“ocagin koruyucusu” olarak gordiikleri benzer kuklalar c¢ikarildigini ifade
ederek Butanayev’in One stirdiigii tarihi daha da geriye ¢ekmistir (1981, 67-68).
S6z konusu tasvir ve putlarin, Giliney Sibirya Tiirkleri ig¢in onlar1 atalarma
gotiiren bir ¢esit “cisimlendirilmis zaman vektorii” (Lvova vd. 2013, 98) oldugu
gbz oOniinde bulundurulacak olursa, bu cenaze uygulamasinin Sibirya
cografyasinda Tastik kiiltiiriinii de igine alan binlerce yil boyunca higbir sekteye
ugramadan varligini korudugu daha iyi anlasilacaktir.

Bas ile ilgili uygulamalara doniilecek olursa, Kuznetsov bu durumu kafatasi
kiiltiiyle iliskilendirmektedir. Ona gore maskeler, ruhun bulundugu yerdir ve
maskelerin Olen kisinin ruhuna diger diinyaya ulasmasi i¢in yardim etmesi, yeni
hayatinda bedeniyle birlesebilmesi i¢in onu bulmasini kolaylastirmasi
gerekmektedir. Diinya genelinde ve 6zellikle Sibirya’da da Tastiklardan onceki
Okunevler ve Afanasyevler gibi pek ¢ok insan toplulugunun, basi ruhun
bulundugu yer olarak kabul etmesi ve dolayisiyla bagin viicuttaki en kutsal yer
olarak goriilmesi de goz oniinde bulunduruldugunda bu agiklama mantiklidir
(Vadetskaya 1981, 94-95). Shuyun Guo da Samanik maskelerin islevlerini
tanimlarken pek ¢ok bilinen islevin yani sira “ruhu koruyan bir zirh” islevini de
verir ve 6liim maskelerini bu kategoride ele alir (2003, 169). Kuzey gomiilerinde
olitm maskelerinin bulunmasin $amanik ruh kavrami ile degerlendiren Guo da
Kuznetsov ve Lipskiy gibi oliimden sonra ruhun donecek bir evi olmasi
gerektigini ve Olenin yiiziine bir maske yerlestirmekle kotii ruhlarin 6lenin
yliziinii tanimamalari ve bu sayede onlardan gelebilecek herhangi bir zarardan
ka¢inmanin amaglandigin ileri siirmektedir. Maskeye tutunan ruh hizlica 6biir
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diinyaya gececek ve etrafta amagsizca dolasmadan evini bulabilecektir (Guo
2003, 170).

Kizlasov oliiler kiiltiiyle alakali olarak yasayanlarin heniiz gomiilmemis
olan ve kotiiciil nitelikler tasiyabilecegi icin korkulan Oliiyle aralarma bir siur
koyma arzusundan bahsetmektedir (1960, 148). Dolayisiyla bu maskelerin,
canlilar ve oliiler arasinda koruyucu bir perde islevi gordiigii diistincesi de s6z
konusudur. Yenisey oOliim maskeleri {izerine ¢ok sayida arastirmasi olan
arkeolog Elga B. Vadetskaya ise Oliim maskelerinin, aymi mezara farkl
zamanlarda Olen birkag kisiyi koyma gelenegi sebebiyle, 6liimiinden birkag yil
sonra defnedilirken kisiyi taniyabilmek i¢in ve eski insanlarin inanglarinin
sonucu olarak ortaya c¢iktigini ve kesinlikle baska bir kiiltiirden alinmadigini
belirtmektedir (Vadetskaya 1981, 98-99). Aksine mezar odalarinin atese verilmesi
sebebiyle deforme olan Tastik maskeleri ve yakilmis cesetlerin kiillerinin
bulundugu kurganlar, erken Tasttk doneminden modern zamanlara dek
oliilerini yakma gelenegine sahip olan Kirgizlarin varligimi pekistirmektedir
(Kizlasov ve Pankova 2004, 63).

Yenisey Kirgizlarmin bu kiiltiirdeki paylar: ile ilgili olarak maskelerin
tizerindeki “biiyiilii motifler’den (Vadetskaya 2009, 134-135) bahsedilebilir.
Modern Kirgiz desenlerinin Tastik kiiltiirtiniin tasiyicilar1 olan Yenisey
Kirgizlariyla iligkili olduguna dair c¢alismalar mevcuttur (Savinov 1984’ten
aktaran Kasieva 2015, 642). Bunlar Kiselyov'un tabiri ile dévme cizgileri
olmalidir (Esin 2002, 737). Nitekim maskelerdeki spiraller ve diger desenler daha
sonralar1 eski Hakaslar tarafindan kullanilan dévme motiflerine doniismiistiir.
Yine Tangshu’da Yenisey Kirgizlari arasinda cesur olanlarin kendilerine dévme
yaptiklari, evlenecek olan kadmlarin da boyunlarma doévme yaptiklar
anlatilmaktadir (Kizlasov 1960, 150).

Tastik kiiltiirli ve Yenisey Kirgizlari arasindaki bir diger baglant1 da Useev
tarafindan ortaya koyulmustur. Useev konuya yeni bir bakis agis1 getirerek, soz
konusu maske uygulamalarmin yalmzca Tastik arkeolojik kiiltiirii donemi iginde
goriilmedigini, Yenisey Kirgizlar1 tarafindan Tasttk doneminden sonra dahi
uzun siire uygulanmaya devam ettigini ileri slirmiistiir. Yenisey bolgesinde
bulunan E 62 ve E 9 numarali yazitlar ile de bu diisiincesini desteklemektedir. E
62 numarali yazitta gegen bir ciimleyi “yiiz y(a)p(1)g k(a)p(1)m” seklinde
okuyarak “yiizii kapali babam” seklinde terciime eden Useev, yaziti yazan
kisinin alt diinyaya gecen babasinin yiiziiniin ne ile ortiildiigiinti anlamak igin
Yenisey Kirgizlarinin 6liim geleneklerini gozden gegirmek gerektigini ifade
etmistir (Useev 2018, 645).

Useev E 9 numarali yazittaki bir baska ciimleyi ise yukaridaki okuma
denemesine kanit olarak gostermektedir. Yazitin {iciinci satirindaki “b(e)niisi
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yok (e)rm(i)s. Y(a)l(a)p yuzl(ii)g...” (ebedi tasi yokmus. Yaln yiizlii...) ifadesini
yazittaki kisinin bengii yani ebedi tasi olmadigi ve yalin yiizlii gomildiagi
seklinde acikladiktan sonra bu ciimledeki “y(a)l(a)p ytlizl(i1)g (yalin yiizlii)” tabiri
ile yiizii yalin, bir baska deyisle yiiziine maske konulmadan gémiilen birisinden
bahsedildigini ifade etmistir. Useev’e gore Kara-Sug (E 9) Yaziti'ndaki “y(a)l(a)n
yuzl(l)g (yalin yiizlii)” tabiri ile Kanmuldig-Hovu (E 62) Yazitindaki “ytiz
yv(@)pW)g k(a)n()ym (yiizii kapalr babam)” ifadeleri birbirini destekler niteliktedir
(Useev 2018, 646).

Useev’in bu goriisiiniin Kizlasov'un arkeolojik verilere dair yorumlariyla
ayni dogrultuda oldugu tespit edilmistir. Kizlasov’'a gore de baz1 gomiilerde
maske bulunmamasi ve maske bulunmayan bu mezarlardan ¢ikan esyalarin da
¢ok daha basit ve fakir olmasi, toplumda 6nemli bir sosyal esitsizligin varligina
isarettir (1960, 150). Ancak belirtilmelidir ki, bu durum yas ya da cinsiyet
ayrimiyla alakali degildir. Nitekim ¢esitli mezarlarda erkek, kadin ve hatta cocuk
maskeleri bulunmustur. Trepanasyon uygulamasinda da cinsiyet fark:
goriilmemesi sosyal statii farkini diistindiirmektedir (Mednikova 2003, 169).

Bu statii meselesini destekleyen bir diger buluntu da maske bulunan Tastik
mezarlarinda rastlanan ipek kumagtir. Ogel'in ifadesiyle Giiney Sibirya’da
Cin'den gelen kumasglara ilk olarak bu mezarlarda rastlanmaktadir. Ogel,
Minusinsk’in 60 km kuzeyinde ve Yenisey nehrinin sag kenarinda, bir koylii
tarafindan tesadiifen bulunduktan sonra meshur arkeolog Adrianov tarafindan
kazis1 yiiriitiilen Oglaht1 adli bolgedeki mezarlarda alg1 maskelere ek olarak
cesetlerin yiizlerinde ipek ortiiler kesfedildigini ifade etmektedir (Ogel 1991, 86-
87). Bu gomiitlerde yer alan cesetlerin kafataslar1 delinip, beyin ve yumusak
dokular1 ayrildiktan sonra yiizleri ipek bir kumasla sarilmis ve Avrupoid
olmaktan ¢ok Mongoloid oOzellikler gosteren kil/algt maskelerle kaplanmistir
(Baumer 2012, 171). Dogrudan oliiniin yiiziine ortillen bu ipek kumaslar, olii
kuklalar1 da diyebilecegimiz yukarida bahsi gegen tasvirlerde de goriilmektedir.
S6z konusu kuklalarin basinin arka kismi ¢ok renkli, desenlerle siislenmis kalin
Cin ipegi ile kaplanirken, yiiz boliimii daha ince ve sade, kirmizi bir ipek
kumasla kapatilmistir. Bu kumaslarin her ikisi ise kuklalarin alin kismindan
dikilerek tutturulmustur (Vadetskaya 2009, 67). Ayrica &zellikle kadin
kuklalarinda bulunmus olan ve sagin iist kismina tutturulan, silindir bi¢imli hug
agacindan sa¢ tokas: ya da siisiinden de bahsetmek gerekmektedir. Bu
aksesuarin {izeri de desenli Cin ipegi ile kaplanmistir (Vadetskaya 2009, 68).
Arkeolog FElga Vadetskaya'ya gore mezarlarda bulunan Cin ipegi,
tarihlendirmeye de imkan saglamaktadir (1999, 13).

Bu noktada akla Tastik doneminde Giiney Sibirya’da yasayan bu insanlarin
ipek dokumaciligini bilip bilmedikleri ya da soz konusu kumaslarin Cin’den
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geldigi konusunda netligin nasil saglandig1 sorular1 gelmektedir. Elbette eski
Kirgizlar ve Tiirkler ipegi biliyorlardi. Bunun i¢in ge¢misten giiniimiize ipek igin
kullanilan kelimelere bakmak yeterli olacaktir. Ornegin, Clauson eski Uygurca
torku biciminde bulunan bu sézciigiin Mogolcada forgan ya da torkan bigiminde
kullanildigin;; ancak sozcligiin  biiylik ihtimalle erken Mogolcadan
odiinglendigini ileri siirer (1972, 539). Ancak tipki kumasin Cin’den geldiginin
diisiiniilmesi gibi kelimenin de esasinda Mogolcadan Tiirkceye degil; Cinceden
Mogol, Tiirk ve Tunguz dillerini kapsayan Altay dillerine ge¢mis bir kelime
olarak kabul edildigini belirtmek gerekmektedir (Shimunek 2017, 144-145).

Yenisey Kirgizlarinin kiiltiirel mirasgilar1 olan Hakaslarin dilinde
glinlimiizde hala torg: bi¢ciminde kullanilmakta olan bu kelime disinda, Tiirkge
ipek kelimesinin dogrudan karsiig1 olan ¢ibek® de Hakasgada mevcuttur. Ek
olarak ¢ibek hurti “ipek kurdu/bocegi” de bilinmektedir (Hakassko-Russkiy Slovar
2006, 656-974). Ancak bahsi gecen tarihte Tiirklerin ipek dokumacilig: ile
ugrasmadiklari, bu kumaslar: Cin’den temin ettikleri diisiiniilmektedir. Nitekim
bu buluntularin tizerinde slipheye yer birakmayacak bicimde eski Cin
hiyerogliflerinin yer aldig1 goze c¢arpmaktadir. Kiselév’'a gore ozellikle Han
dénemi (MO 206 — MS 220) hiyeroglifleriyle kaph ipek kumaslarin da yer aldig
cesitli esyalar, ilginctir ki Giiney Sibirya’daki Tastik donemi mezarlarinda ve
Mogolistan Noin-ula’daki MO 1. yiizyila tarihlendirilen Hun kurganlari icin
ortak buluntulardir (1951, 466).

Hunlardan itibaren gesitli Tiirk halklarinin Cin ile siirekli iliskilere sahip
oldugu bilinen bir meseledir. Tiirk tarihine 151k tutmasi bakimindan hayati énem
tasiyan Cin kaynaklari sayesinde Hunlari MO 318'de ilk kez tarihi kaynaklarda
goriilmeleri ve hatta MO 2146’da Tiirk kavimlerinin atalar1 olabilecek halklarin
ortaya cikiglar: takip edilebilmektedir (Ekrem 1995, III). Bununla birlikte Tiirk-
Cin iligkileri s6z konusu oldugunda siklikla en basta Koktiirk Kaganligi donemi
hatira gelmektedir. Bu doneme ait Tiirkge yazitlarda diisman Cin devletine karsi
siirekli uyarilan bir Tiirk toplumu goriiliir. Oysaki Kiil Tigin yazitinin M. E. H.
Parker tarafindan Ingilizceye gevrilmis olan Cince yiiziinde Tang hiikiimdari,
Bilge Kagan ve Kiil Tigin’in kendileri i¢in birer ogul olduklarindan ve babanin
ogullarina duydugu sevgiden bahsetmektedir. Ayrica Tiirklerin Tang
hiikiimdarina sunduklar1 bagllik ve saygi sayesinde silahlarin kinlarinda
kaldigini ve baris saglandigimi da anlatir. Hiikiimdar son olarak sz konusu
yazit1 da kendilerinin diktirdigini sdyler (Thomsen 2011, 212-216).

8 Kirgizcada cibek, Kazakgada da jibek seklinde kullanilan bu kelime, Eski Tiirkcede yipek
iken Tiirkiye Tiirkgesinde kelime basindaki -y sesinin diismesiyle ipek sekline
dontismiistiir.
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Bu ifadeler agik¢a gostermektedir ki, simir komsusu olan ve birbirine
diisman olduklar1 kabul edilen her iki toplum da tarihe kendi agisindan bir yon
vermeye ve ayni zamanda da gelecegi sekillendirmeye calismaktadir. Ancak
sadece yazitin tek dilli olmayisina ve Cince yiiziindeki metnin bambaska bir
igerige sahip olusuna bakilarak bile bu iki halk arasinda esasinda siirdiiriilmesi
zorunlu olan bir iletisim ve bu iletisimden dogan kiiltiirel etkileme ve etkilenme
siireglerinin s6z konusu oldugu anlasilabilmektedir. Elbette tarih boyunca
siiregelen bu etkilesim siirecinde Tiirkler her zaman etkilenen degil, ayr sekilde
etkileyen taraf da olmuslardir. Ozellikle dilbilimsel etkilerin detayl analizi igin
Finlandiyali Mongolist ve Tiirkolog G. J. Ramstedt’in Tiirk dillerinin eski Cin dili
tizerindeki tesirini bilimsel olarak tespit ettigi ¢alismasina bakilabilir (Togan
1981, 15).

Kizlasov da bu Cin-Tirk etkilesimini desteklemektedir. Arastirmaci,
Yenisey Kirgizlarinin yemek, satis ve yaris icin farkli 6zelliklerde cesitli atlar
yetistirdiklerini soylemektedir. Cin kaynaklarna gore Kirgizlarin savaslarda
kullandiklar1 bu atlar bastan asagi zirhlandirilmaktaydi. Boyutlar1 ve hizlar:
bakimindan oldukga iinlii olan bu atlar siklikla Cin imparatorlarina hediye
ediliyordu. Ayrica bu 6zel hayvanlarin Cin’e para karsiliginda satildiklar da
bilinmektedir (Kizlasov 1993, 76).

Bu noktada Tang iilkesine giden Kirgiz heyetlerinden ve yanlarinda
gotiirdiikleri hediyelerden bahsetmek yerinde olacaktir. Mart 843’te bir
diplomatik heyet, Kirgiz kagan1 adina Cin’e gonderilmis ve imparatora iki adet
unlii Kirgiz at1 hediye edilmistir. Bu olayin ardindan Cin’in de Kirgizlara ayni
sekilde bir el¢i heyeti gonderdigi bilinmektedir. Birka¢ ay sonra Temmuz 843'te
Cin’e bir Kirgiz heyeti daha gitmis ve yanlarinda hediye olarak bu kez on gift
atmaca ve yiiz at gotiirmiislerdir. Nisan 844’te gorevlendirilen Kirgiz elgisi ise
imparatora Kirgiz kagami adma iki beyaz at hediye etmistir. Bu tarihlerin
ardindan 860-873 yillar1 arasinda Yenisey Kirgizlarina ait el¢ilik heyetleri Tang
sarayina li¢ kez daha gitmislerdir (Kizlasov 1993, 69-70).

Aymn sekilde Hakas topraklarinda yine Tang dénemine tarihlendirilen 9
adet Cin aynasi ve ¢ok sayida Cin parasi basta olmak {izere pek ¢ok degerli esya
bulunmustur. Bu esyalarin Giiney Sibirya’da Tang donemi baskentinden
oldukga uzak sayilabilecek topraklarda bulunmus olmasi, tarihi ve kiiltiirel
baglarin daha somut bigimde goriilebilmesi i¢in de anlamlidir. Kirgizlar, bahsi
gecen esyalarin yiizlerine Yenisey runik yazisi ile Tiirk dilinde metinler
yazmiglardir (Rygdylon 1951, 113-114). Bu sebeple s6z konusu aynalar Yenisey
Yazitlar1 arasinda kabul edilmekte ve numaralandirilmaktadirlar. Yalinkaya bu
bronz aynalarin eski Cin’de hem sarayda ve halk arasindaki hediyelesmelerde
kullanildigini, hem de yabanc f{ilke elgilerine sunuldugunu ve iligkileri
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gliclendirmek icgin tercih edildigini belirtmistir (2005, 1431). Yalinkaya ayrica
bunlarin i¢inde giliniimiizde Martyanov Minusinsk Miizesi'nde bulunan E 77
numarali aynanin ait oldugu donem igin 6zel tasarim bir ayna oldugunu belirtir
(2005, 1429).

Goriildiigii tizere Koktiirkler gibi Yenisey Kirgizlari da Cin ile tarih boyunca
oldukca yogun bir iliski i¢inde bulunmuslardir. Dolayisiyla iizerinde Cin
hiyerogliflerinin bulundugu ipek kumaslar gibi buluntular s6z konusuyken bu
iliskilerin Tastik doneminde de mevcut olmadigini ileri siirmek icin bir sebep
yoktur. Ustelik Cin ipegi ile kaplanmis agag esyalar ve ipek giysiler, Tastiklarin
Han doneminde (MO 206 — MS 220) dahi Cin ile olan iliskilerini agikca
gostermektedir (Zhukov 1956, 719).

56z konusu devirlerde Cin’den getirilen esyalarin son derece degerli olmast
ve bu sebeple de sayginlik nesnesi olarak kabul edilmesi sebebiyle Han donemi
ipek kumaglarina ozellikle 6liim maskesi bulunan mezarlarda rastlanmasi,
Kizlasov ve Useev’in yukarda bahsedilen ve yalnizca yiiksek sosyal statii sahibi
kisilerin 6liim maskesi ile gomiildiigline dair ifadeleri ile ortiismektedir.

Bu konuda dikkate deger oldugu diisiiniilen, Hakas tarih¢i ve halkbilimci
Viktor Butanayev’e ait olan asagidaki ifadeleri aktarmak yerinde olacaktir.
Sputnik Kirgizistan radyosunda tarihgi ve arkeolog Yulii Hudyakov ile birlikte
roportaj veren Butanayev, giinlimiizde Hakaslar ve Tivalarin giindelik giysilerini
geleneksel olarak keten ya da diger kumaslardan diktiklerini; fakat bayramlik
giysilerin yalnizca Cin ipeginden dikildigini belirtmistir. Butanayev ayrica Ipek
Yolu'nun bir kolunun da eski Kirgiz iilkesinden ge¢mesi sebebiyle bu gelenegin
Yenisey Kirgizlarindan kalmis oldugunu ifade etmistir. (Tolkanov 2017).
Goriildiighi tizere Cin ipegi ile ilgili gelenekler ve bu kumasa verilen deger,
Tastiklardan giiniimiiz Sibirya Tiirklerine dek yasatilmistir.

Tastik maskelerinin yeniden yorumlanmasi iizerine bir ¢calisma

Giiniimiizde Rusya ve Hakasya'min gesitli miizelerinde muhafaza edilen bu
oliitm maskelerinin orijinal goriintiilerini iceren bir fotograf sergisi projesi ilk kez
tizik ve matematik bilimleri alaninda doktoras1 bulunan Sergey G. Narylkov ve
Abakanli fotografgi Boris Dolinin tarafindan gerceklestirilmistir. Tlk olarak “Eski
Hakasya'min Ydizleri” adiyla (Liki Drevney Hakasii) Novokuznetsk Sanat
Miizesi'nde 2009 yilinda sergilenen fotograflar, Hakasya i¢in ¢ok 6nemli bir bilim
adami olan Leonid Romanovi¢ Kizlasov'un 85. dogum yil doniimiine denk
getirilmistir. Novokuznetsk sanat miizesinde calisan ve serginin de kiiratorii
olan Natalia Rozhdestvenskaya, bugiin maskelerin ¢ogunun pargalanmis halde
oldugunu belirterek sunlar1 sdylemistir (Shipilova 2009, 8):
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Bu maskelerin yapiminda 6yle yiiksek bir yetenek vardir ki, tek bir alg1
parcasindan kisinin tiim yiizii yeniden yapilandirilabilir. [...] Bu yiizler
arasinda sasirtici derecede sakin ve huzurlu bir bilgenin ytiziinii, heniiz
yasamin tadini ¢ikaramamais geng bir erkegin portresini, bir savag¢inin
sert ve atesli yliziinii, bir prensesin asaletini, bir liderin gii¢ ile
sarmalanmis magrur yiiz ¢izgilerini gorebilirsiniz.

Bu fotograf sergisi daha sonra Rusya'nin gesitli sehirlerinde, Kazakistan,
Kirgizistan, Finlandiya, Macaristan ve hatta Hindistan’da da sergilenmistir.

Unutulmamalidir ki fenotipik o0zellikler agisindan gilintimiiz Sor ve
Hakaslarma benzeyen bu maskeler, olii yakma gelenegi sebebiyle s6z konusu
donemde Hakas-Minusinsk vadisindeki insanlarin fiziksel goriiniisleri hakkinda
bir yargiya varabilmek icin tek kaynaktir (Kizlasov 1960, 150-151). Tam olarak bu
sebeple simdiye dek yapilmamis bir calisma meydana getirmemiz i¢in de ilham
kaynag1 olmustur. Narylkov'un orijinal maske fotograflarindan esinlenerek
ortaya konulan ve ilk olarak “Yenisey Oliim Maskeleri” adiyla gosterilen fotograf
sergisi projemiz igin s6z konusu maskeler sanatsal bir {islupla yeniden
yorumlanmustir. Ancak Orta Asyali modellerin yiizlerine yeniden yapilan kil
maskelerde, orijinal renkler ve motifler birebir kopyalanmamais, bunun yerine
Tastik donemindekilere benzer renkler ve desenler farkli bir {islupla yeniden
ortaya konulmustur. Ayrica bolgedeki Iskit kurganlarinin altin egyalar
bakimindan zengin olduklar1 bilinmektedir. Bu sebeple Tastik doneminde
yasamig olan Tiirkleri canlandiran modellerin viicutlarina da altin varak
uygulamasi yapilmistir (Okutan 2017a, 2017b).

Bir ekip ¢alismasinin iiriinii olan bu projenin fotograf ¢ekimi Ankara Sinema
Akademisi kurucusu Hakan Kili¢ tarafindan gerceklestirilmis, kil maskelerin
tizerindeki motiflerin cizimleri ise Iranli sanatgilar Aydin Yousefi Najmi ve
Dorna Pirsahvirdi tarafindan yapilmistir. Orijinal fikrin ortaya konulmasi,
projenin yaratilmasi ve yiiriitillmesi, fotograf ¢ekiminin yonlendirilmesi, kostiim
ve sag tasarimi gibi tiim detaylar ise tarafima aittir. Kurganlardan ¢ikarilan 2000
yillkk mumyalarda oldugu gibi canli modellerin saglar icin de orgii tercih
edilmistir. Kostiimler de modernize edilerek deri, kiirk ve kus tiiyli detaylar ile
hazirlanmigtir. Bu fotograf projesi Saman Tiirklerin 6liim maskelerinin sz
konusu cografyadan gelen gercek modellerin yiizleri vasitasiyla diinyada ilk
defa sanatsal bir iislup katilarak yeniden canlandirilmasi bakimindan miithimdir.
Sergi ayrica fotografcilik, resim ve seramik gibi sanatin degisik kollar1 birlikte
hareket ettigi takdirde, esas olarak bilim ¢evrelerine hitap eden bir konunun daha
genis cevrelere duyurulmasmin miimkiin oldugunu da gostermistir (Okutan
2017a, 2017b).

Sergi ilk olarak Hacettepe Universitesi ve H.U. Tiirkiyat Arastirmalar
Enstitiisii’'niin is birligi ve destegi ile 4 Ocak 2017’de, ikinci olarak 9 Mayis
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2017’de Timur B. Davletov’un sergi kiiratorliigiinde TURKSOY (Uluslararasi
Tirk Kiiltiira Tegkilati) catis1 altinda, daha sonra da 14 Aralik 2017’de Kirklareli
Universitesi Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Cagdas Tiirk Lehgeleri ve Edebiyatlari
Boliimii'nde akademisyenler, 6grenciler ve sanatseverlerle bulusmustur. 2000 y1l
onceki Saman Tiirklerin 6liim maskelerini giiniimiize tagiyan bu sergi son olarak
1 Mart 2018de Istanbul’da Marmara Universitesi'nde, 19 Nisan 2018 de
Samsun’da 19 Mayis Universitesi'nde, 1 Mart 2019'da Zonguldak Biilent Ecevit
Universitesi'nde, 13 Mart 2019°da Ankara Yildirm Beyazit Universitesi'nde, 15
Nisan 2019°da da Istanbul Arel Universitesi'nde, 29 Nisan 2019’da Erciyes
Universitesinde ve son olarak 25 Ekim 2019'da Kapadokya Universitesi'nde
gosterilmistir.

Ancak konu Tiirkoloji camiasinda hak ettigi ilgiyi gdrmekten heniiz olduk¢a
uzaktir. Narylkov'un orijinal maskelerin fotograflarindan olusan sergisi ve
tarafimizdan gergeklestirilen yeniden yorumlama calismas: disinda ne
Tiirkiye’de ne Rusya’da bu tarz baska bir calisma vardir. Bununla birlikte
Yenisey sahillerinde bulunan 6liim maskelerinin fotograf disinda baska sanatlar:
nadir de olsa etkiledigi goriilmektedir. Nitekim Birlesik Krallik ve Amerika
Birlesik Devletleri ortak yapimi Tomb Raider (Uthaug 2018) filminde Hakas
topraklarinda bulunan 6liim maskelerinden etkilenildigi acikc¢a belirtilmemis
olsa dahi anlasilmaktadir. Filmde Japonya'nin bilinen en eski hiikiimdar: olan
“Saman kralice Himiko'nun (Miller, 2014) yasamindan esinlenilen ve bu tarihsel
figlir {izerinden kurgulanan olaylarin baslangict Himiko'nun lahdinin
agilmasiyla baslamaktadir. Bilindigi kadariyla bahsi gegen kiiltiirde ve kralige ile
ilgili mitlerde herhangi bir oliim maskesinin varligina dair bir kayt
bulunmamaktadir. Ancak filmde lahit acildiginda efsanevi kralicenin ytiiziinde
Gliney Sibirya kurganlarinda kesfedilen tipik maskelerden biri oldugu
goriilmektedir. Filmdeki kil maskenin tiim detaylarmin net bir bigimde Tastik
oliim maskelerini ¢agristirmasi ilgi ¢ekicidir. Tiirk kiiltiiriine ait bunun gibi pek
¢ok degerin derinlemesine arastirilmasi, diinyaya tanitilmasi ve pek tabii her
seyden once korunabilmesi igin yukarida bahsi gecen orneklerin ilham verici
olacagi kanisindayiz.
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Sovyet sonras1 Baskurdistan Cumhuriyeti elit
yonetiminde “Rus Oryantalizmi”nin etkilerini
anlamak

Oz: “Rusya’nin Dogusu” terimi, Rusya ve Avrasya ile ilgilenen alan galismalari
uzmanlarinin ve siyasi analistlerin popiiler konularindan biridir. Benzer
sekilde, bu ¢alismadaki temel amacim 6zellikle Rusya'min genis cografyasinda
s0z konusu “Dogu” kavraminin derinliklerine inmek olacaktir. Bu baglamda,
Rusya Federasyonunun devasa mekansal alaninda, su anki resmi adi
Baskurdistan Cumbhuriyeti tizerine dikkat gekici oldugunu diistindigiim bir
vaka calismasi yardimiyla Rusyanin “Otekilestirme” siirecine vurgu
yapilacaktir. Baskurdistan'in su anki durumu hakkinda su genel soruyu
soracagim: Anilan Federatif Cumhuriyetteki siyasal elit yonetim siirecini Rus
liderligindeki Oryantalist bir projenin basarili bir pargasi olarak nasil
anlayabiliriz? Bu soruya cevap bulmaya calisirken post-Sovyet sonrast Rus
devlet anlayisi, imparatorluk yillarinda basladig1 ve Sovyet merkezilestirilmis
totaliterciliginde devam ettigi gibi, niiffusunun biiyiik ve ¢esitli kesimlerini
“yoriingesine” dahil etmede bir tiir “basar1 Oykiisii” olarak kabul edilecektir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Oryantalizm, Rus Oryantalizmi, Baskurdistan, Bagkurt
kimligi, Siyasi Elitler, Hamitov

Great-Russian chauvinism appears in the form of a striving
to liquidate the Bashkir republic, basing its argument on the
fact that the Bashkirs do not represent the predominant
nationality of the republic (Carr 1957, 234)

Introduction

In the long imperial history of Russia, one part of its “Orient” lay within the
conquered territories in the Caucasus, Idel/Volga or Central Asia (Turkestan). If
considered usable at different times in historical process, Russia did not hesitate
to make skilful use of their “self-confident European” or “colonial” character
against their “inferior” or “culturally backward” eastern or southern neighbours,
like in the case of the Soviet Orient — the narody sovestkogo Vostoka under the
“modernizing” Party (Cronin 2015, 647-662). Hence, mainly in the first half of
the 19 century, at the time when the first Orientologists were starting to
propound their ideas in the related faculties, we began to see that between the
“West” and “East”, “Russia’s dual position — dominating and dominated,
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orientalized and orientalizing” — being regarded also as one of the main
determinants behind the “conceptions of Russia’s mission” into its Eastern
territories (Knight 2002, 300). This special Russian status will be evaluated in this
work in connection with a civilizer, superior and/or “combiner” mission between
“Orient-Occident”, backed strongly by all of the elements of politics, economics,
literature, etc. over “others”, usually referring to some “backward” societies in
the Russian Orient.

Despite the presence of the broad realm known as the “Russian Orient”
(Tolz 2011), the primary emphasis in this study will be in line with the Russian
“otherization” process, making use of a special case study of Bashkiria, or to use
its current official name, the Republic of Bashkortostan. I will ask one general
question to clarify the current situation, being “How can we understand the elite-
management process in the Republic of Bashkortostan as a successful part of a
general Russian-led Orientalist project?”

Like in the imperial years, and as observed in Soviet centralized
totalitarianism, the post-Soviet state can be regarded as a gigantic body that
“continues to 'incorporate’ large segments of the citizenry into its orbit, provide
it with important resources, and undermine the legitimacy of the social actors
with the help of controlled instruments of public agenda setting” (Lankina 2002,
1050). Bashkortostan will therefore constitute a valuable case study subject,
allowing the moves of a desperate constituent body inside a larger union to be
understood. Bashkortostan (along with Tatarstan) has been always considered
“as a model of winning multi-ethnic states, mainly for the ability to bring
together Christians and Muslims to live peacefully” (D’Agostino 2016, 32-33).
That said, when compared to its most similar neighbourly brother in the region,
namely Tatarstan, Bashkortostan can be seen as a historical victim of its
conciliatory policies.

“Having been ‘colonized” by a Tatar bourgeoisie (and thus unable) to
develop their own language”, the people of Bashkir are sometimes seen as “a
perverted form of Tatar” (Carr 1957, 232). In fact, beginning with the Russian
invasions of their region in the 16% century, and after their voluntary
involvement in the Russian expansion, “Bashkirs were driven off far and wide
into the forests and mountains while the settlers appropriated their lands and
their animals”. In this way, “the competition for the land between advanced
Russian and backward Bashkir peasants” continued (Carr 1957, 225, 231).
Meanwhile, the main ideas and tendencies of the local people and the evolution
of their warlike attitudes into “loyalty to the state” over time served to allow an
understanding of the issues historically and politically.
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Coming to today, the current Republic of Bashkortostan — a region bordering
Siberia -has since the Soviet times had an economy that is based on oil
(accounting today for around 45percent of its industrial product), with the
chemical and energy sectors being added more recently. The population of
Bashkortostan is currently 30 percent Bashkir, 36 percent Russian and 25 percent
Tatar. Bashneft is still the region’s largest petroleum company, producing more
than 15 million tons of oil per year, and one of the few oil companies in Russia
that is expanding (D’Agostino 2016, 34). The former head of the Republic of
Bashkortosan, Rustem Zakievi¢ Khamitov — a 62-year-old engineer known for his
technocratic and reformist line and his special interest in foreign investment —
surprisingly resigned from his post on October 11, 2018, to be replaced by another
technocrat, the 55-year-old Radiy Faritovich Khabirov, who was appointed as the
Acting Head of the Republic of Bashkortostan. Khamitov declared that he
demanded himself his resignation from Russian President Vladimir Putin, with
his saying that:

[...] regional leaders of a mature age should make decisions on the
termination of their activities in a timely manner, and should resign
with dignity, not under pressure from the higher levels or from below,
nor due to extraordinary circumstances, but after careful consideration
and without conflict.!

We do not know exactly whether any “extraordinary circumstances” had
played arole in his decision, but in the latter days of his term in office, Khamitov
started to be subjected to harsh protests from the public. In one such
demonstration on July 2017, hundreds of people amassed in the capital Ufa to
demand his resignation from the Kremlin, carrying placards that read “We're fed
up!” citing the “closure of schools, the high child mortality rate and poor health
care.”? It would not take much of a stretch of imagination to believe that the
Kremlin had made some pre-emptive moves before the demonstrations could
harm the stability of one of the key Republics in the Russian Federation.

Unlike his predecessor Rakhimov, who had been elected to office, Khamitov
was appointed to his position in 2010, and the Russian government changed the
bestowed title from “President” to “Head” of the Republic in order to signify the
diminishing autonomy of the regional republics. As would be expected, in the
last Presidential Elections in the Russian Federation (RF) in 2012, general support

1 See, “Official website of the Government of the Republic of Bashkortostan” in
https://www.pravitelstvorb.ru. (last accessed on February 10, 2020).

2 From the article “Protesters Call for Resignation of Kremlin Appointed Head of
Bashkortostan” in RadioFreeEurope/RadioLiberty in https://www.rferl.org/author/rfe-rls-
tatar-bashkir-service/ykt_qp (last accessed on February 10, 2020).
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for Putin was at 63.6 percent, whereas in the Autonomous Republic of
Bashkortostan it was 80.13 percent.

In such an environment, Bashkortostan's situation is seen as “complicated
by its ethnic make-up” by many experts in the field (Gorenburg 1999, 247). With
its unsupportive demography, the desperate situation in the Republic has been
perpetuated due even to such “brotherly neighbours” like Tatarstan that has
seemed to maintain an effective role politically, economically and socially in the
Bashkirian territories. Underlining some historical facts, Carr states that for most
of the pre-Soviet years, “the Bashkir population was almost totally illiterate, that
there was no Bashkir written language, and that, apart from a tiny handful of
Bashkir intellectuals, anyone in the territory possessing even rudimentary
education or administrative capacity was a Russian or a Tatar” (Carr 1957, 223).
The Russian Orientalist ideology has been nurtured by such contentions in its
“Orient” and by the traditional policies of “divide and rule”, with the ultimate
goal of maintaining and reinforcing the hegemonic superiority. Elite-
management is therefore a key concept in the relations between Moscow and Ufa.

Thus, throughout the paper, in response to the main question posed above,
we will seek to understand how the centralist exceptionalist power in Moscow,
which had once allowed a nationalist leader in Bashkortostan (namely, first and
only post-Soviet Bashkir President Rakhimov between 1993-2010), could so
easily replace this elected figure as an expired President with an appointed
technocrat (namely Khamitov, the Head — not President — since 2010 of
Bashkortostan), and then with another (this time a younger) technocrat, Khabirov
in 2018. Accordingly, we will analyse how these current policies are compatible
with the traditional Russian Orientalist line applied to its subjects.

Methodological approach: Understanding the discourse of Orientalism and
the constructed power of Russian exceptionalism

Orientalism, in its famous definition by Edward Said, is “a style of thought based
upon an ontological and epistemological distinction made between ‘the Orient’
and most of the time ‘the Occident’” (Said 2003, 3). Hence, as stated by Said and
his followers, through “the basic distinction between East and West as the
starting point for elaborate theories, epics, novels, social descriptions (...) and so
on”, Orientalist discourse is accepted as a functional tool for understanding the
general project of “domination and/or imperialism” (Said 2003, 2-3). In this case,
Orientalism, may be analysed also “as a discourse wherein the orient is identified
as the other” — being a discourse that is highly related with the concept of
“power” or as a hegemonic view of the powerful over of the inferiority of the
Other, usually of the “East” (Ramakrishnan 1999, 138). Said's critique can be
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understood consequently as “a discourse of domination”, and “beyond
identifying a body of literature as ‘Orientalist’, seeks to relate it to theories of
discourse and power”, especially through work of Michel Foucault (Halliday
1993, 148-149; Foucault 1980).

It is well understood that Said’s Orientalism is mainly a “British and French
cultural enterprise”, and that “he dealt with Germany only in passing and with
Russia hardly at all” (Cronin 2015, 651). That said, the powerful discourse and
dichotomies found within the approach make it an attractive variant that
deserves particular attention in the special case of Russia for its entire history.
Thus, from the imperial era up until the advent of the USSR, and then finally to
the period of the current Federation in the post-Cold War years, relations
between Moscow (in the imperial years, St. Petersburg) and some of its federative
bodies served as good examples of the “Other” under the authority of a
“Superior” centre (Khalid 2000, 694). From the Russian side, according to such
key scholars as Prof. Vitaly Naumkin — an active Member of the Russian
Academy of Sciences (RAS), and the Director of the Institute of Oriental Studies
in RAS who served as the Chair at the Faculty of World Politics, Moscow State
University — “the Russian word for Orientalism — vostokovedenie — has always had
only one meaning, and is never referred to anything but only to ‘Oriental
studies’”” (Naumkin 2004, vii-viii). For Bustanov, it should be kept in mind that
“after 1917, Soviet Oriental studies emerged as a state-organized discipline with
a clear political agenda” (Bustanov 2015, xi-xii).

In fact, the evolution of Russian self-esteem, the starting point of which may
date back to the advent of imperial Russia under Peter the Great at the beginning
of the 18t century, was also in line with the “us/them categorization” denoted in
Said’s Orientalism which tells us about the West that

managed to establish authoritative and dominant knowledge about the
Orient and its peoples, [and thus] to study the Orient was ultimately
[based on] a political vision whose structure promoted a binary
opposition between the familiar (the West/us) and the strange (the
Orient/them) (Abrahamsen 2003, 200).

The main idea behind the Orient/Occident dichotomy to Russia, in which
Russia was neither fully western nor eastern, but rather “inserted between the
West and East”, has been a well-used pretext for Russian rulers and
representatives of the Academia in the world-leading Institutes of Oriental
Studies in St. Petersburg, Kazan and Moscow. Knight argues, as one such scholar
writing on Russian Orientalism, that “like its Western analogues, Russian
discourse on Asia was predicated on an assumption of cultural superiority and
interwoven with an array of tropes denoting the indolence, despotism,
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deviousness, and depravity of the Asiatic ‘other’” (Knight 2000/Fall, 709-710). In
Russia, the “others” were the “all around-in ethnic enclaves penetrating deep
into the heartland of Russian settlement, in scattered settlements and in vast
stretches of borderland in which ethnic groups met and interacted over the
course of centuries” (Knight 2000/Spring, 99).

Indeed, from a methodological point of view, we can follow the path of
critical discourse. For the case of the Russian Orientalist attitude, some
connections may be found with some “speech acts routinely and unconsciously
using homeland-making phrases; small unnoticed words such as ‘we’, ‘the’
people, ‘this’ country, ‘here’, ‘society’ and so on” (Haldrup, Koefoed and
Simonsen 2006, 176-177). This underlines the significance of the discourse and
considerable dichotomies, resulting in what it can be referred to as “practical
Orientalism”, being “is the translation of hegemonic discourses into everyday
practices so that they enter into the habitual spaces of ordinary experience”
(Haldrup, Koefoed and Simonsen 2006, 183). In this way, the construction of
Otherness may turn into an “embodied practice”. As Knight argues, “about
Empires in general and the Russian Empire in particular”, they provided the
“means for precisely such an intermingling, hybridization and assimilation”
through such embodied practices, and via a practical kind of Orientalism (Knight
2002, 302-303).

Supposedly, Academia and the first Orientologists, since their emergence in
the imperial years, actually backed the Russian hegemony in its constructed
region with the “depiction of Europe as threat to Russia” and with its “eastward-
facing” identity (Schimmelpenninck 2010). Russia was seen to continue to behave
as a superpower-like statist leader that behaved with an understanding and
appreciation of its “East”. Accordingly, we were to see also, socially via the
territorial expansions and the new invaded lands, a natural amalgamation of
Russian society with other communities, such as the Tatars, bringing added
values to the national identity. So once the strong Russian nation state becomes
the reality, it is accepted by everyone, with all of its nationalist features, its
economic successes, and its social and political gains, and emerges as the main
determinant also in the fluidity and sociality of the individuals within. This may
also open the way easily for “Us” (Russians) to be considered different to
“Them”, according to some political/social/economic agenda. In this way,
sometimes a state on the European continent, or sometimes an ethnic identity on
the Kazakh or Bashkir steppe, may transform into the “Other” in this way of
thinking. However it should be kept in mind that despite Russia not being
considered a full member of the so-called “Occidental world”, it nevertheless has
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not hesitated to approach its Orient as a moderate “modernizing” or “civilizing”
Leader.

Going Deeper into history for the Bashkir identity

The Bashkirs held their land under the Mongol Khanate of Kipchak from the 13th
to the 15th centuries, until the area was invaded by the Russians in 1552, who
then “founded Ufain 1574 and thereafter began colonization of the area,
dispossessing the Bashkirs.” This resulted in several Bashkir uprisings that were
harshly repressed, and as early as 1629, some Bashkirs began to “enroll in Russian
service.” Bashkirs as inorodtsy or “alien origin people” served long and
successfully in the Russian army, especially up until the end of the 19t century
(Baumann 1987, 489-491). Their successful warrior characteristic, loyal to the
Russian rulers, was a distinctive feature of the Bashkirs, and led to additional
linkages between Russians-Bashkirs whose related histories have been subjected
to deep analysis by various leading scholars (Donnelly 1968; Akiner 1986; Togan
2003; and Schimmelpenninck 2010).

In the 18™ and 19t centuries, the culturally, politically and economically
developed neighboring Kazan province had a superior position compared to
Bashkiria. Due to its complicated demography and administrative units, the
region was known in different circles as the “Kazan Province”, “the Ufa governor
generalship” or the “Orenburg Province”, until finally, after 1881, its central part
started to be known as the “Ufa Province”, but regardless of the name, the
Russian suzerainty remained unchanged in the rule of this structure.

The Bashkir lands were in fact the centre of the most important mining and
smelting operations in Russia. The considerable mineral resources led Russian
forces to exploit the land to the maximum level, and to force the Bashkir peasants
to work the mines and factories as what would resemble “slave labour”. The
Bashkirs came to object to the seizure of their land, and in the 18% century in
particular there were several uprisings against Russian imperialism, such as the
famous Pugachev rebellion of 1773 that was strongly supported by the Bashkirs,
who fought under the leadership of their own Salavat Yulai (Yal¢in 2005).

As Tepeyurt argues, “beginning with the enlightened policies of Peter the
Great, the Russian authorities began to consider the natives as ‘others’ and
increasingly took a condescending and often hostile attitude toward the
indigenous people”. He continues:

The Russian government attempted to assimilate Bashkirs and other
non-Russian peoples of the region, including measures to sedentarize
the nomadic Bashkirs, and attempted to proselytize Orthodox
Christianity among them. In the long term, such efforts had mixed
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results. On the one hand, by the early nineteenth century most Bashkirs
had shifted from pastoralism to agriculture, and became loyal Russian
subjects, fighting in the Russian army against Napoleon. On the other
hand, they became increasingly Islamicized. [...] The Russian policies
of repression and the sedentarization of the Bashkirs inspired and
enabled their full embrace of Islam [...] Their rebelliousness had been
broken, but their resistance to Russian assimilation gained another
dimension as a national group. Consequently the imperial policies of
the Russian authorities had modernized a native group and connected

them to the wider world (Tepeyurt 2001, ii-ii).

At the end of the day, it can be claimed that “imperial officials did not simply
seek to govern the Bashkirs, but rather to transform and rationalize life in
Bashkiria,” meaning that as a civilizer or superior ruler, the Russian state “quite
explicitly believed they were extending the benefits of European —not specifically
Russian — civilization to what they perceived as backward, Asiatic Russia”
(Steinwedel 2016, 105-107). For some key rulers like Stalin, the notion that the
“Muslim areas of the Russian Empire were inhabited by ‘culturally backward
peoples”” must be helped in ensuring their survival “from medievalism and
national oppression” (Khalid 2001, 153). This brought for the Bashkirs also a
rapid “Russification” or sometimes “Tatarization” of their schools (Carr 1957,
228)

The beginning of the 20™ century and the revolutionary years were critical
also in Bashkirian history. Under the leadership of such young elites as Zeki
Velidi Togan, known more commonly as Validov, “the idea that this land should
be a national territory for Bashkirs” opened the path to the Bashkir Autonomous
Republic in 1919, although it would be overthrown shortly after its formation
by the Bolsheviks (Togan 1999). These national feelings of the Bashkirs in the
early years of the 20t century were bound to certain factors by notable historian
E.H. Carr. He argues that “the Bashkirs, unlike the Tatars, made good soldiers,
and were under the Tsarist regime regularly enrolled for military service”,
bringing them “special rights” and enabling “them to retain some sense of
separate national identity” (Carr 1957, 219).

Secondly, “the beginning of the twentieth century saw the emergence of a
small group of educated Bashkir intelligentsia, which was connected with the
class of well-to-do Bashkir landowners and that developed embryonic nationalist
aspirations.” Finally, this intellectual rise was seen as compatible with the dreams
of “future Bashkir autonomy within the Russian Empire that would lead to total
emancipation from the Russian and Tatar languages and cultures, with the
support of Bashkir nationalists who “seem to have consistently hated and feared
the Tatars more than the Russians” (Carr 1957, 219).
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The Bashkir Autonomous Republic in 1919 was among the first such
republics in the Soviet Union. Famous historian Richard Pipes documented how
the Bashkir people had been weakened continuously at the beginning of the 20t
century, when under the effect of the revolutionary years, hopes were still fresh
for an independent Bashkir state. For Pipes, the Bashkir lands were too
economically valuable to leave in the hands of its people, as some famous
Western Orientalists have argued for other Asian territories. Consequently,
repressions and clashes began to escalate in 1918, such that by 1926, according to
a census in the region, the Bashkir population had been reduced to 700,000, down
from an estimated 2,000,000 prior to 1920 (Pipes 1950, 318). The following quote
by Pipes summarizes the situation in the 1920s very well, and provides a
background to the dilemmas of the Bashkirian elite today:

By means of the Party, the Russians deprived the Bashkirs
systematically of control over their army, secret police, and
ﬁovernment, until the Bashkirs were stripped of all authority over their

omeland. Instead of the greater independence which they hoped to
gain, they lost even that privilege of self-rule which they enjoyed in
Tsarist Russia. In this contest, the Communist Party, which acted as the
tool of the colonist against the poor Bashkir, played anything but the
role of an impartial leader of the oppressed of all nationalities (Pipes
1950, 319).

This decline in population numbers and the de facto de-Bashkirization of
Bashkiria seems to have left its mark on the structures of the present day, with
ethnic Bashkirs accounting for only around 30 percent of the population of the
Republic, “only three-quarters of whom speak Bashkir as their native language”,
and where the Bashkir elites have been “especially cautious in promoting
sovereignisation so as not to alienate the Russian and Tatar majority” (Gorenburg
1999, 263). In what remained of the Soviet era, attempts were made to
compensate for all the “national inequalities and national animosities in the
USSR” with “powerful instruments of centralization” and industrialization, and
therefore with “russification, since Russian was the only conceivable common
language and the only language possessing technical literature and a technical
vocabulary” (Carr 1957, 231). Thus, the new Soviet society, in which the Bashkirs
were also included, was a community “of the five-year plans to which all
nationalities were admitted on equal terms, but which had nevertheless a
distinctively Russian base” (Carr 1957, 232).
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Bashkortostan’s first decades in post-Soviet times: rising national awareness
among the Bashkirian elite

After the collapse of the USSR, as expected, the former communist elite retained
power in Bashkortostan. Murtaza Rakhimov, the director of an Ufa
petrochemical plant, after the collapse of the communist party, quickly
consolidated his authority through the removal of his rivals. He served as
President between 1993 and 2010 — as highly controversial, highly ethnic and
nationalist period, but mostly free from harsh Russian domination.
Ontologically, the Bashkir political elite should be considered a fairly unified
entity, centred on the executive branch (President), who appoints the heads of
administrations of cities, raiony and districts within cities. As we will see
throughout the following sections, the term “President” was changed to “Head”
in 2010, although the Head is still considered the sole superior above all the other
political elites. As mentioned in official sources,

the Head of the Bashkortostan Republic is the highest official in the
Bashkortostan Republic, and chairs the Government of the
Bashkortostan Republic. The term of office for the Head of the
Bashkortostan Republic is five years. The authority of the Head of the
Bashkortostan Republic is set by the Constitution of the Russian
Federation, by federal laws, by the Constitution of the Bashkortostan
Republic and by the laws of the Bashkortostan Republic.3

That said, the nomination for the Presidency-Head comes from the Russian
President (Putin), who has the right to nominate candidates for regional
leadership positions under a 2004 law that cancelled gubernatorial elections.

Gorenburg summarizes the first years of Bashkortostan well in his article,
explaining different stages of Bashkirian post-Cold War policies in its transition
into a successful autonomous body. Thus as he argues, in the first period, from
1991 to 1995, it can be observed that for the elites, as a result of the “demographic
status” and because “ethnic Bashkirs were in too weak a position to publicly
press claims determination because of their as only the third largest group in the
republic” (Gorenburg 1999, 252), ethnic or nationalist matters were in the second
place, while leaders chose to “fashion a campaign that emphasized economic
sovereignty” (Gorenburg 1999, 253).

The “Bashkir World Congress” held in Ufa in June 1995 was seen as a
turning point in the discourse of the elites regarding nationalist and/or ethnic
feelings. President Rakhimov spoke at that Congress demanding the “expansion

3 From the official webpage of the Head of Bashkortostan at http://glavarb.ru (last
accessed on February 10, 2020).
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of native language education”, and the “rebuilding of threatened cultural
traditions and a reversal of the assimilation of Bashkirs by more numerous ethnic
groups” (Gorenburg 1999, 254). He also called on Russia to help Bashkirs
everywhere in the Federation to “reverse the numerical decline of the Bashkir
population”. In fact, as Gorenburg argues Bashkir “politicians who had for years
side-stepped nationalist concerns in speeches came out sounding like moderate
nationalists” (Gorenburg 1999, 254-255).

So “after a cautious start, Bashkir leaders have started to pursue an
increasingly broad programme of Bashkir ethnic revival”, and with the election
of Rakhimov and afterwards, for commentators like Gorenburg, the ethnicization
(i.e. Bashkirization), daily politics was at one of its highest levels when compared
to similar autonomous republics at that time (Gorenburg 1999, 265). Among the
ethnic policies were those calling for “the replacement of many non-Bashkir
officials with Bashkirs”, the expansion of “the socio-economic infrastructure in
Bashkir-populated regions”, preferential treatment of Bashkirs in employment,
“establishing quotas for Bashkirs applying to universities” and “establishing
mandatory quotas for Bashkirs in all spheres of employment.” These were
accompanied by calls for cultural policies through which the Bashkirian language
would be attributed equal weight with the Russian and Tatar languages at both
administrative and educational levels (Gorenburg 1999, 265).

Firdaus Khisamitdinova, Bashkortostan's Minister of Education at the time,
who “made the provision of Bashkortostan-produced textbooks a major priority
in her administration,” had the following to say in an interview in the summer
of 1997:

Before, we didn't even know our own mushrooms — we learned
everything only from Moscow. We want to teach children to love their
own Bashkortostan! In geogra{)hy, for example, before we learned
about the whole world and all of Russia, but not about our own
homeland of Bashkortostan. People living in Ufa were unable to learn
anything about the rest of Bashkortostan (Graney 1999, 615).

It can also be said that as the “titular ethnic group did not comprise the
dominant majority of the population,” being strong only at a governing elite
level, the leadership did not completely abandon their “cautious” positions
(Gorenburg 1999, 270). Subsequently, the formal ethno-federalism of the Soviet
times was perpetuated as the “autonomy of the local elites” after 1991, and this
served firstly the interests and autonomy of the governor. On the other hand,
despite these cautious moves, what seems to be being consolidated in these
republics like Bashkortostan, then, is “not democracy, but an ethnically exclusive
autocratic system of machine politics that political opponents have dubbed
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ethnocracy, or a kind of regionalization of autocracy” (Hale 1998, 3—4). Behind the
democratic facade, no opponent stands a chance, and sometimes the “ethno-
centric autocracy” that has undermined even the internal Russian elements has
become a reality.

Can these first nationalist sentiments in Bashkortostan be regarded as an
antidote to Russian Orientalism? This may be another point for discussion, but
what can be said at the outset is that there is no pretext for anti-democratic
tendencies in the name of protecting a special group from the “others”. It is
evident that in an oil- and industry-rich strategic region like Bashkortostan,
before democratic preconditions, economic potential may sometimes come first
and for the sake of stability, Moscow would seem to prefer also “tacit approval”
for such autocratic rule for a while (Gravinghot 2002, 190).

On the other hand, in response to the question of “why the Russian central
administration chose to give such tacit — but also risky — approval to these brave
ethnic moves by Bashkortostan” (aside from the fact that the start of the post-
Soviet era the Russian central authority lacked the necessary strength to enter
into arguments with the regional elites), Yal¢gin comes up with a satisfactory
explanation: “Moscow, fearing that Tatarstan might emerge as the hegemonic
power in the Middle Volga, sought to strengthen the position of Bashkortostan
against Tatarstan. This ‘divide and rule’ tactic characterized Moscow’s
negotiations with Tatarstan and Bashkortostan in the post-Soviet era” (Yalcin
1999, 3). Such an attitude may also be in harmony with the imperial logic of
rational Russian rulers, especially in their relatively weaker state in the 1990s and
the first years of the 2000s.

Russian Orientalism revealed — Bashkortostan under its new “Head”
Khamitov

As many commentators share, the Putin era saw the return of a strong Russian
state that put Russia and Russians first, as had been the case in the imperial and
most of the Soviet eras. When compared to the Yeltsin era, and such famous
advice as “take as much sovereignty as you can swallow” during a trip to Kazan
and Ufa, Putin’s centralized system is definitely closer to the traditional Russian
hegemonic ideal that goes hand-in-hand with a possible Orientalist agenda. We
will see that for this reason, in the name of maximizing the power of the central
government vis-a-vis the regions, the outcome of Putin’s federal reforms aimed
to diminish or completely obliterate the personal power of the regional leaders
who had rapidly switched to following their own agenda during the Yeltsin
administration (Yal¢in 1999, 50). As a result, the “unbalanced system in which
regional governments were given vast amounts of autonomy in return for their
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support of and unity with Yeltsin’s national government” came to an end with
Putin’s ‘vertical power’ that “transferred regional power back to the center”
(Shah, 2).

In July 2010, following a three-hour closed-door meeting with Putin,
longtime Bashkir President Rakhimov resigned, only months after the long-
serving President of Tatarstan, Shaimiyev had left office in April 2010. The
suggestion that “their departures provided an opportunity for Moscow to
reconsolidate control over the two regions and integrate their substantial energy
resources into the larger state-owned firms like Gazprom and Rosneft, and
pointing to increased confidence on the part of the Kremlin to contain any
potential outbreak of violence in the country's restive Muslim region”# can be
considered accurate.

Rustem Khamitov, the new Head “appointed” to Bashkortostan, states in
his personal biography:

I came upon politics on the wave of perestroika at the end of the 80s
and was elected to the Supreme Council of the Republic. I was very
active, offered many ideas and once I was noticed, people started to
promote me. I never was an office seeker, I never carried out the
intrigue against anybody; I just did my job and was always either
invited or directed to a new position: this is what happened with the
Emergencies Ministry, and with the tax and water resources agencies,
and this is what happened now.>

One of the first acts of this “invited and directed” figure in 2011 was, not
surprisingly, to abolish the compulsory Bashkir language courses, which led to
some political protests and demonstrations (Mihailov 2016, 75), and protests by
Bashkir activists in front of the FSB building in Ufa. “Activists from the Bashkir
Youth Union (BYI) launched a hunger strike on March 3 to protest the alleged
‘police pressure’ against Bashkir nationalists, and to demand the release of
former BYI leader Artur Idelbayev and Bashkir activist Ayrat Dilmukhametov”
(Coalson 2011). Direct interventions by Khamitov brought an end to the protests,
including around 150 hunger strikes.

Vladimir Ryzhkov, an opposition politician, in an analysis of the period,
stated that

4 See the Stratfor Analysis entitled “The End of Bashkir and Tatar Independence” in
https://www .stratfor.com/analysis/russia-end-bashkir-and-tatar-independence (last
accessed February 10, 2020).

5 From the personal webpage of the new/current Bashkir President Khamitov in
http://glavarb.ru/eng/hamitov/osebe/ (last accessed February 10, 2020).
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the very ideology that Putin is imperial [...], de facto he is building a
new Russia on this bureaucratic-police vertical as an empire, [...]
installing in [places like to Bashkortostan] de facto appointed governors,
removing any influence of local societies over the power structures [...]
all controlled from Moscow” (Coalson 2011).

It is no secret that Moscow, under Putin, does not hesitate to make use of
religious or spiritual relations, given the importance of Islam in the modern form
of the Bashkir identity. It is also true that Catherine II the Great, as another key
figure, was fully aware of this value, and that’s why “the Empress of All the
Russias permitted the establishment of a Mufti, and revoked the prohibition on
the building of mosques.” Today, Putin similarly organizes regular meetings
with religious figures and the heads of the Spiritual Board of Muslims in Ufa
(D’Agostino 2016, 32). Thanks to Talgat Tadzhuddin, the Grand Mulfti of Russia
(but for most commentators, no more than an apparatchik of Moscow), Putin’s
endeavours to stabilize the Russian hegemony within Russian Islam has become
easier. This goes some way to explaining some of the regularly more interesting
statements from Tadzhuddin, such as his comment during the IV Bashkirs’
Qoroltai soon after the Russian military intervention in Syria. He reported there
“what he said to President Putin a few days before: “Vladimir Vladimirovic,
perhaps we should do to Syria and Israel what we have done to Crimea? [...] We
ought to take [them]. May Russia extend to Mecca”” (D’ Agostino 2016, 32-33).

The end of the Khamitov period, however, was as sudden as its beginning.
Towards the end of his term in 2017, and also into 2018, protests calling for his
removal on the streets of Ufa and in other Bashkortostan’s cities escalated.
Khamitov declared that based on his own choice (not as a result of some
“extraordinary events”, but mainly due to his old age), he had tendered his
resignation to the Kremlin, which was accepted on October 11, 2018. Another
term under another (this time younger) technocrat began, and there are many
scholars and area specialists who are keeping a close eye on how Acting Head
Khabirov can contribute to the perpetuation of Bashkir history.

Conclusion

Khamitov, speaking at a Conference, said that “over the past 450 years since the
voluntary joining of our region with Russia, Bashkortostan has accumulated
many centuries of valuable experience in the cohabitation of peoples.” ¢
Evidently, this voluntary engagement with Russia was achieved on the condition

¢ From the speech by R.Z.Hamitov, the President of the Republic of Bashkortostan, at the
“IX Congress of Central Muslim Spiritual Board of Russia”, see,
http://www.cdum.ru/en/news/60/2989/ (last accessed 10 February 2020).
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that Bashkortostan would be allowed to maintain its territorial integrity and
Islamic faith; and still these preconditions are on the table in Bashkir-Russian
relations. On the other hand, Steinwedel touches on a significant dimension,
suggesting that throughout this journey of the Bashkirian elites alongside Russia,
“efforts to restructure and rationalize Bashkir life have intruded deeply into
Bashkirs’ lives. For a century, imperial officials had discussed forcing Bashkirs to
give up their semi-nomadic pastoralism in favor of settled agriculture in order to
make them more governable and productive”, although “the combination of
service, status and education in Bashkiria, however, allowed a non-Russian elite
to live relatively well” (Steinwedel 2016, 105-107).

For the post-Soviet situation of Bashkirian elites, it would be fair to say that
as the first and only elected President of Bashkortostan, “Rakhimov tried to resist
by playing the nationalist card” (Petrov, 2010), but his anti-democratic
inclinations and solely ethnic-based moves had provided legitimate ground for
the traditional Orientalist rulers of Moscow to reform and suppress the “radical
other”. This radical “other” (Rakhimov, in this case) was replaced with a new
name — Khamitov — (and currently, by the younger Khabirov) who was seen
actually as an “agent” or “Kremlin insider” of Moscow by many circles (Goble,
2016).

In fact, these regional experiences explained in this paper show us, Saidian
and Foucauldian senses for the explanations of domination and power-relations
have repeated as they did in the imperial Russia or in Soviet times. “The history
of the Bashkirs” has been “one of conflict and integration” and “of constant,
multipolar negotiations about the names and identity of the people, their status
and their territory”, claims Steinwedel (Steinwedel 2016, 5). Accordingly,
“Russia's historical role in Eurasia as an oppressive hegemon or bringer of
enlightenment” or, “depending on the angle of vision — both at the same time —
has proved intellectually fruitful, as have discussions generated by Said and
other models of imperial domination” (David-Fox 2006). In comprehending this,
it may be useful and more helpful to go deeper into the understanding of the
identification of “the other” in relation to some Foucauldian “power” discourse,
which could be a source for any continuing theoretical researches in this area.

Hence, while understanding Orientalism in this paper together with the
issue of “civilizing the Orient”, we must also emphasize that in the Russian case,
throughout the historical periods in question, under the effect of the main wars
and conflicts with their European counterparts, and also as a response to the
continuing European Orientalism toward Russia in which it is actually treated as
another “backward/inferior” or “Asian” society, a specific distance was
maintained by Russian circles from the “West”, and the idea of a fundamental
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difference between Russia and the West has been always observable also in an
intellectual sense. In this regard, taking historical and geographical accounts as a
starting point, it can be argued that in policy evaluations of the “Russian
continuity”, starting with the Muscovite power of the Czars, and passing through
the Russian Empire and Soviet Russia, up until the current final form of the
Russian Federation (RF), Russia’s “exceptional position” must be always paid
special attention.

In this regard, while Orientalism has long been linked with “Western”
sources of power, the case of Russia and its hybrid status as a historical
“dominant” state with a strong sense of nationalism and statism forces us to
consider a “Russian kind of Orientalism” in its relations with “others”. In this
kind of Orientalism, in contrast to the usually unfavourable results of the
Orient/Occident dichotomy, “elite management”- as seen in the Bashkirian case-
may lead to the relative success in transforming the sense of “otherness” into a
feeling of “serving unity”. However it should be kept in mind that like a
“Foucauldian Panopticon”, the big Brother (Russia) with his “exceptionalist” and
“Orientalist” outlook has always continued to put an eye on their brothers/sisters
and has not stopped to determine the main rules of the “unity” among them
throughout the history.
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Abstract: Historically, India played a crucial role in the establishment and
maintenance of the British Empire overseas. Through the conquest of India, the
British not only acquired great material wealth and secured the accumulation
of industrial capital, but also obtained a sizeable pool of skilled human
resources to facilitate its colonial expansion. At present, the total number of
overseas Indians has exceeded 30 million, making up the second largest
Diaspora after that of China. This massive immigrant group and its overseas
distribution were inseparable from the British conquest of India and its
borrowing and export of human resources to India. Through conscription, the
recruitment of service personnel, the exile of criminals and the utilization of
indentured labour, the British colonial rulers transferred Indian manpower to
other colonies to serve their colonialist interests. This expansion was also
accompanied by the movement of a large number of Indian businessmen, and
all these Indian immigrants would lay the basic foundation and structure of
today's global Indian Diaspora.
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Hint diasporasi ile Ingiliz somiirgeci yayilmasi: Hint
denizasir1 gocii 6rnegi
Oz: Tarihsel olarak Hindistan denizagir1 Britanya Imparatorlugu'nun

kurulmasi ve siirdiiriilmesinde ¢ok 6nemli bir rol oynamistir. Hindistan'in fethi
aracihgiyla Ingilizler sadece biiyiik maddi zenginlik elde etmek ve sanayi
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sermayesi birikimini tamamlamakla kalmamis, ayn1 zamanda somiirgeci
yayilmasini kolaylastirmak igin biiyiik bir yetenekli insan kaynagi havuzu da
temin etmistir. Giliniimiizde, Cin diasporasmin ardindan en biiyiik ikinci
diasporay: olusturan denizagir1 Hintlilerin toplam sayis1 30 milyonu agmus
durumdadir. Bu muazzam gdcmen grubu ve denizasiri dagilimi, Ingilizlerin
Hindistan1 fethi ve insan kaynaklarinin temini ile Hindistan'a ihracatindan
ayrilmazdi. Ingiliz somiirge yoneticileri, askere alma, hizmet personelinin ise
alimy, suglularin siirgiin edilmesi ve senetli kolelik yoluyla, Hint insan giiciinii
somiirgeci ¢ikarlarina hizmet etmek icin diger kolonilere aktarmistir. Bu
yayllmaya ¢ok sayida Hintli is adami da eslik etmistir. Biitiin bu Hintli
gocmenler bugilinkii Hint diasporasinin temelini ve yapisini kiiresel 6lgekte
ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Britanya Imparatorlugu, Hint diasporasi, somiirgeci
yayilma

Introduction

According to the latest official statistics from the Ministry of Overseas Indian
Affairs (MOIA), Indian migrants number 30 million across 208 countries, making
them the second largest group of immigrants in the world, second only to the
Chinese (MEA). This large-scale immigration and its overseas settlement pattern
is closely related to the British Empire’s conquest of the Indian continent and its
leverage of the nation’s human resources. It should be noted that the massive
Indian overseas emigration phenomenon from post-independent India is quite
different from that of the colonial time. In the British colonial era, the Indian
migration coincided with the expansion of British colonialism and the Empire’s
maintenance of order in the newly-acquired territories, which shaped the current
population distribution of overseas Indians across the globe (except for the case
in the United States). The British rulers deployed Indian manpower to other
colonies through of conscription, as service personnel, as convicts and as
indentured laborers to serve colonial interests. This was a large-scale
organization, aside from being a colonial conquest. Of course, this expansion saw
the movement of a large number of Indian businessmen. In short, the above-
mentioned immigration groups laid the basic foundation and structure of today's
global Indian Diaspora. In this regard, studying the phenomenon of overseas
Indian immigrants from the perspective of British colonial rule and the utilization
of manpower in India will both provide an understanding of the world of
overseas Indian immigrants, and serve as a necessary research foundation. Based
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on a discussion of British colonial conquest and overseas dominance, this paper
introduces how the large-scale and organized Indian migration occurred, and
then analyses the different immigration patterns and categories of overseas
Indians respectively. Finally, the paper discusses the contemporary influence of
these immigrant groups.

The status of India and its overseas immigrants in the British colonial system

To some extent, the history of mankind is also a history of migration. The global
immigration has been a continuous phenomenon since ancient times, although it
was the “Age of Discovery” that truly kicked off a cascading series of migration
that linked the Old and New Worlds. There were two great waves of colonial
expansion and exploitation initiated by the Europeans: the first lasted from the
end of the 15th century to the end of the 18th century, and was driven primarily
by the Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, Italian, English and French; while the second
wave was marked by the rise of Germany in 1870, and ended with the outbreak
of World War I in 1914. Global travel and migration developed at an astonishing
pace during the period of European colonial expansion (Kegley and Wittkopf
1997, 103-105). Simultaneously, the Russian Empire was embarking on its own
imperialistic conquest along the borders of the steppe that ran roughly from
Eastern Europe, passing through Central Asia and continuing to Mongolia and
China (including Russia’s invasion and annexation of more than 1.5 million
square kilometres of land from China), as well as into Siberia, the Kamchatka
peninsula, Sakhalin and the vast area of Alaska. The result was a vast empire that
stretched from the Baltic Sea in the west to the Pacific Ocean in the east, and from
the Arctic Ocean to the north to the Black Sea, Caspian Sea and Lake Baikal to the
South. Countries such as Germany, Japan and the United States joined the club
of imperialist powers, with Germany and Japan obtaining large areas of foreign
territory through aggressive wars, while the United States expanded its territory
in North America through constant invasions, acquiring certain colonies abroad
(the largest of which was the Philippines, which was captured from Spain).
Over nearly four centuries of colonial expansion, aside from countries like
China, Thailand (Siam), Japan, Turkey, and Persia (Iran), the continents of
America, Africa, Asia and Oceania were almost completely colonized by
Europeans. Although China, Turkey, Persia, and other countries were not
completely colonized, they were carved up by foreign powers competing for
“spheres of influence”, and therefore lost their independence and sovereign
integrity. Japan has its own unique story, being transformed through the Meiji
Restoration under the slogan “Fukoku Kyohei” (rich country; strong army),
setting a course toward military might and conquest that eventually brought
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Japan into the troubling arena of colonialism and imperialism by wreaking
disaster on neighbouring countries. Through colonial expansion, the European
colonialists and their descendants took control of the entire world, aside from the
Japanese Empire. The colonies of the Americas gained independence in late 18th
century and the early 19th century, although these new countries were controlled
entirely by European immigrants and their descendants, rather than by the
natives. Thus, the newly established American countries should actually be
considered European settlements. Japan also emerged as a notorious imperialist
country due to its immense greed and brutal, sadistic treatment of the indigenous
peoples in its colonies. Considering the combination of Japanese colonies in the
Asia-Pacific region with colonies founded by other imperialist countries, almost
the entire world fell under the grip of colonial rulers or imperialist aggressors.

The end of World War I opened a door on new era, witnessing the gradual
disintegration of the global colonial system and the collapse of the German,
Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, and Russian Empires. The basic structure of the
imperialist colonial system and its hegemonic system remained unchanged in the
aftermath of the war, while the political landscape and power structure had been
changed forever in Europe. During that time, several new independent countries
were formed in Europe, while European colonial rule on other continents
remained almost intact. The declaration of self-determination and independence
seemed to apply only to Europe, while in the colonies of the Europeans, it was
nothing but empty promises.

The dismantling of the colonial system actually began with the victory of the
anti-fascist alliance in World War II. Although viewed as a negative concept, the
Cold War era actually witnessed and contributed to the total collapse of the
colonial structure. In the 1980s there were still individual movements against the
colonial empire, and the white minority rule in South Africa was not completed
overthrown until 1994. That said, one cannot claim that colonial rule did not end
until the 1980s, as the demise of the apartheid system and its institutionalized
racial segregation was rich only in symbolic meaning, as the white supremacist
regime in South Africa had long abandoned the concept of “suzerain” (whether
it be British or Dutch). Perhaps the resumption of sovereignty over Hong Kong
and Macau by the People’s Republic of China can also be held up as a symbol of
the ultimate dissolution of overseas European empires. Of course, some
European countries and the United States still possess enclaves and pocket
colonies around the world (mainly islands in the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian
Oceans), although this situation is no longer comparable to that of colonial rule.
In fact, European countries started to withdraw from their former colonies in the
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1980s, and so most former colonies have achieved autonomy or outright
independence from their colonial rulers.

Etymologically speaking, the word “colony” originated from Latin
language, referring specifically to the ancient Roman overseas settlements within
the conquered territories of the Empire (Srinivasan 2001, 52-67). In fact, the
original expression “colonization” embraced the meaning of immigration. The
process of colonial expansion was actually the same process in the
intercontinental migrations of the European colonialists, and the European
imperialists and colonialists were themselves immigrants. For Europeans,
colonization and immigration were synonymous. Even the non-European
immigration activities wholly served the colonial interests of the conquerors.
During the process of European colonial conquest over more than 400 years,
global migration was mainly initiated and dominated by Europeans. For
example, millions of enslaved Africans were transported to the American
colonies as a cheaper and more plentiful labour source; and later, as substitutes
for slave labour, Europeans imported Asian indentured laborers (especially
Chinese and Indians) under force or deception in the infamous “coolie trade” to
colonies around the globe. Although these two kinds of migration activities were
part of the global migration phenomenon of this period, they could not be
compared with the other types of invasion and colonization carried out by
European colonizers around the world. Both black African slaves and indentured
laborers from China or India suffered physical and psychological torture and
lived in misery due to the passive, organized and manipulated migration process
controlled by the European colonial rulers. From the Age of Discovery to the end
of the World War I, global migration flowed mainly from the European centre to
other parts of the world, which led to a reshaping and expansion of geographic
boundaries, and an increasing exploitation of human and natural resources by
Europe. By the early 19th century, one-third of the world's lands were in the
hands of Europeans, and by the end of the 19th century, this proportion had
grown to two-thirds. At the outbreak of World War I, the ration had risen to a
peak of four-fifths (Kegley and Wittkopf 1997, 104). Britain was definitely the
most “successful” country in this regard, being the empire on which the sun
never sets. By the early 19th century, Britain had captured one-fifth of the world's
land and controlled a quarter of the global population (Kegley and Wittkopf 1997,
105).

The Age of Discovery and the prevalence of mercantilism thinking in the
late 15th and early 16th centuries provided Britain with unprecedented
opportunities, fuelling its overseas trade and colonial expansion. At that time, the
overseas markets were highly attractive to British businessmen:



Cappadocia Journal of Area Studies (CJAS) 2020, vol. 2, no.1 61

Europe was the traditional market for the UK's overseas trade of textiles
in exports, re-exports and imports; while the American market
represented huge potential, bein§l able to provide Britain with sugar,
cotton, tobacco and other goods that could not be produced in Europe,
thus becoming an important raw material base for Britain. The
development of the African market was closely related to the
development of the American market. With the rise of the transatlantic
slave trade, the triangular trade system carrying slaves, cash crops and
manufactured goods between Europe, America and Africa was
gradually established (Qineng 2007, 35).

The British development of overseas trade was accompanied by all forms of
violence to exploit economic and labour resources of the indigenous people. The
British colonialists then began to look to the East, launching the start of colonial
expansion into Asia, with India becoming one of its most important destinations.

Portuguese explorer Vasco Da Gama rounded Africa's Cape of Good Hope
and anchored off Calicut, India on May 20, 1498, becoming the first European
colonizer to reach India by sea (Jian et al. 2004, 438). The Portuguese came first as
explorers, but stayed as conquerors, gaining control of the sea lanes and setting
up onshore assets along the coast of India, ultimately dominating colonial trade
in the Indian Ocean. Then came the Dutch, the British and the French who fought
for colonial hegemony in India, with Great Britain emerging as the biggest
winner. The Portuguese, the Dutch and the French were once very powerful on
the Indo-Pakistani subcontinent, with control of large colonies, but in the later
phases of the struggle for domination and interests, the Portuguese, the Dutch
and the French were successively defeated. The Portuguese had been operating
in India for almost a century before the arrival of the Dutch, British and French,
but were constantly defeated by the Dutch and the Indians. By the 1640s, almost
all of the former Portuguese colonies in India had fallen into the hands of the
Dutch, with only three remaining pocket colonies on India's west coast (along the
Arabian Sea), being Goa, Daman and Diu (Jian et al. 2004, 439). The British then
drove out the Dutch who, after losing territory to the British, completely
withdrew from the subcontinent in 1781 (Jian et al. 2004, 440). After being
defeated and expelled by the British, the French gave up any further power
struggles with the British on the Indo-Pakistani subcontinent but retained four
small colonies in southern India: Pondicherry, Karikal, Yanam and Mahe. After
Britain defeated France in South Asia, it later restored to the ownership of these
four colonies to France in order to secure peace between the two nations in India
under the terms of the Treaty of Paris signed in 1763 (Jian et al. 2004, 443). After
India gained its independence, the Indian government recovered these pocket
colonies from the French and the Portuguese in 1954 and 1961, respectively,
either by diplomatic means or by force. Among them, Goa became a state (almost
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the smallest) in its own right, while the four former French colonies, including
Pondicherry, became a Union Territory called Pondicherry, while Daman and
Diu became another Union Territory, separate from Pondicherry. Consequently,
Britain no longer had any difficulty in consolidating and expanding its colonial
rule in India (Shihai and Weijun 2003, 99).

The British did not colonize India from the very beginning, first establishing
a foothold through trade and then building up their colonial empire by force. The
East India Company, a British trading concern, was incorporated by Royal
Charter in 1600, but changed gradually from a commercial trading enterprise into
a mighty entity of commercial, political, military and judicial power, encroaching
into the subcontinent and finally taking full control of India. As observed by
renowned German historian and Indologist Hermann Kulke, “The acquisition of
a vast empire by a trading company was certainly a rather strange phenomenon”
(Kulke and Rothermund 2004, 244). The East India Company first established
settlements in Madras, Bombay and Calcutta, then then expanded its territory
and gained control through limited wars, gradually subjugated the local
governments and the Mughal Empire, thus becoming the ultimate political
master on the subcontinent. Originally, the East India Company's goal was
primarily profit rather than territory. Greedy in their nature, the British soon got
involved in constant frictions with the local Indians that escalated into massive
conflicts. In the end, military conquest became an inevitable option, and the
acquisition and expansion of territory became an unlimited target (Peers 2016).
From the Battle of Plassey in 1757 which marked as the beginning of British rule
in Indjia, to the British annexation of Punjab in 1849, it took the British colonialists
nearly a century to complete the conquest of India and to form the vast British
Raj. In the wake of the Revolt of 1857 (the mutiny of the sepoys in the Company’s
army), control of India was transferred from the EIC to the British Crown,
ushering in a period of high imperialism in India, epitomized by the British Raj
in India that endured until 1947.

The British colonialists accelerated the process of the Industrial Revolution
and promoted the comprehensive development and upgrading of various
industries, such as commerce, maritime trade, finance, etc. to the detriment of
India through the draining of its wealth. At that time, India was Britain’s largest
overseas blood bank, serving to nourish the British economy. As Lin Chenjie
summarizes:

During British colonization in India, India was firstly regarded as the
ideal object of economic exploitation and a crucial source of the
primitive accumulation of capital; and then as an object of Industrial
capital exploitation, and a sales market and country of origin of raw
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materials for Britain. Finally, it became the victim of capital export and
monopoly for the Empire (Chengjie 1995, 113).

Historically speaking, India played a significant role in the maintenance of
overseas colonial rule for the British Empire. As once pointed out by a renowned
English writer Lawrence James, “reliance on India marked the innovation of
British governance” (James 1997, 30). As a matter of fact, Britain's native
industrial development and overseas colonial plundering, as well as the
expansion of the colonial map, would not have succeeded without the support of
India. The British conquest of India not only brought great material wealth
(which was converted into important capital for the development of British
industry), but also created a huge pool of human resources. Britain’s dependence
on India for financial capital, military resources, raw materials, and labour was
enormous. As an early stage centre of British colonization, the Bengal region
indeed abounded in natural resources of various kinds and fertile lands for
cultivation, supporting a vast population of over 40 million people, roughly four
times the size of that on the British mainland (James 1997, 30). The contribution
of India in terms of natural and human resources was critical to the British
conquest and dominion of the Indian sub-continent and its colonial expansion
into other areas. In the Eastern Hemisphere, the British relied on India for its
colonial expansion and annexation, and gradually established political
dominance in Southeast Asia, Africa, Oceania, Central Asia and the Middle East,
which helped create an advantageous position from which to threaten China. As
Chinese scholars Liu Jian regularly points out:

After the conquest of India and the establishment of the vast British Raj,
Britain regarded India as a steppinfg stone in the East for its colonial
aggression. During the invasion of China, Southeast Asia, Iran and
Afghanistan, the Indian colony played a highly supporting role in
replenishing manpower and material resources. Even the notorious
British opium trade, which poisoned and devastated the Chinese
people, was based in India (Jian et al. 2004, 455).

The British utilized India as an important foundation from which to invade
China, and India granted its master access to the infiltration, encroachment and
invasion of China’s Xizang (Tibet), Yunnan, Guizhou and other major cities,
smuggling opium into China by sea routes, initiating two Opium Wars in
Chinese coastal cities and taking subsequent control of China. It is safe to state
that the contribution of India remained high for British colonial expansion in
China and the neighbouring countries to India in terms of finance and
manpower. A large number of Indian sepoys were recruited into the British
colonial army, and the fidelity of the Indian troops was an important factor in the
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establishment and consolidation of British rule in India, as well as its colonial
dominance and expansion outside of it. It was the exploitation and utilization of
Indian soldiers that kept the British Empire strong, and that allowed it to gain
full control over India within a few decades. In particular, the fertile plains of the
Punjab that had come under direct British rule had “become the granary of
British India and the chief recruiting ground for the British Indian army” (Kulke
and Rothermund 2004, 241). The British invasions of China, whether by land or
by sea, were largely facilitated by Indian sepoys, who were the principal
protagonists on several bloody battlefields, in the two Opium Wars, in the looting
and burning of the original Summer Palace, and in the Eight-Power Allied Forces
War of aggression against China. The Indians stood alongside the Imperial
masters and committed atrocities against innocent Chinese people. As the
famous scholar K. N. Vaid once wrote: “The hoisting of the Union Jackflag at
possession point in Hong Kong on January 1841 was witnessed by 2,700 Indian
troops and 4 Indian merchants” (Vaid 1972, 15).

Indians were fully engaged in the Anglo-Chinese Opium Wars from the
very outset. In addition to their high involvement in the opium trade and as
soldiers fighting in wars, Indians would subsequently also be recruited as police
officers, employees and businessmen involved in the trade of opium and cotton
in the British-occupied territories, and in Concessions in Shanghai, Wuhan,
Guangzhou and Hong Kong. In the International Concessions in Shanghai,
Wuhan and Guangzhou, Indians were once ubiquitous, and became known
among the local Chinese by their derogatory nickname of “Hong-Tou-A-san”
(turbaned number three) (Saran and Ke 2018, 105). As once noted by Indian
scholars Brij V. Lal et al., “by the early 1930s, the total number of Indians (in
China) was estimated to be about 10,000, including 5,000 in Hong Kong, 3,000—
4,000 in Shanghai and other cities in Eastern China, and 1,000 in Xinjiang” (Lal et
al. 2007, 211). In this period, it was estimated that a number of Indians were also
residing in Tibet, and especially Lhasa, although accurate figures in this regard
are hard to obtain. Most foreigners (including Indians) left China in the years
leading up to and following the Communist victory in 1949, but there still existed
a long-standing Indian community in Hong Kong. At present, there are roughly
around 50,000 Indians residing in Hong Kong.! This is a conservative estimate,
but if you include the illegal overstayers and refugees, the total number may be
much higher, being mainly a product of the immigration phenomenon brought

1 According to the authors’ interviews with Sir Sita K Motwani, a Hong Kong
industrialist, publisher and social worker, and Deepak Kaul, the former consul of Indian
culture in Hong Kong, and the data collected by the Indian consulate in Hong Kong in
2011.
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about by British colonial rule in Hong Kong. From the very beginning, Indian
immigrants in Hong Kong were intertwined with the colonial interests of the
British Empire. As political and military instruments of the British colonial rulers,
they gradually accumulated huge social and economic resources and shared the
vested interests of the colonialist. They were always the most loyal subjects and
accomplices of the British Empire, and became defenders and beneficiaries of
colonial interests.

The overseas expansion of the British Empire and Indian overseas immigration

The British Empire was involved in almost all major wars in modern times, in
which the contributions and sacrifices of Indian soldiers and the Indian
homeland were of great importance. The British exploitation of Indian
manpower can be best exemplified by its utilization of Indian sepoys and the
export of Indian labour abroad. Historically, India has provided the largest
number of international indentured workers, who are also the most widely
distributed around the world. It is safe to point out that the support provided to
the British Empire by India's human resources was on par with its material and
financial support. Influenced by the Portuguese, who sold Chinese indentured
labour (commonly known as “piglets”) to places like Cuba, the British quickly
followed the example and began exporting Indians under contract to their
colonies in the Caribbean, Southeast Asia, Africa and the Indian Ocean islands in
support of their plantation economy (Kadekar). However, the policies
implemented by the British colonialists to strengthen their rule and exploitation
further disrupted India's feudal natural economy, in which agriculture and
handicrafts were closely integrated, crushing traditional handicrafts and
manufacturing industries with a certain level of development, destroying the
original productive forces and depriving countless handicraft workers of their
means of livelihood. Coupled with the frequent famines, many people were
dislocated and were unable to make a living, and so began to look overseas for
alternative employment (Chengjie 2004, 11). This, along with other factors,
compelled them to leave the subcontinent, thus launching a large-scale Indian
overseas emigration. This was also the basis for the massive expropriation of
indentured labour. Of course, joining the army and police of the British colonial
institutions seemed like a better choice for most people. The above-mentioned
immigration types will be further elaborated in the following sections.
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Indian soldiers and policemen

From its very beginning, the East India Company employed indigenous Indians
(including the armies of the princely states) to serve its colonial conquest, and
“enslaved India with the army of its own people” (CTBCPC 1961, 246). The
Indian armies of the princely states were, in effect, subordinated to the European
officers and served British interests. The British marched along the Ganges and
reached an unprecedented level of control over the subcontinent with the help of
Indian sepoys, clearing the way in the process. Later, the British set up its own
standing army, known officially as the British Indian army, which gradually
expanded in scale and developed its own military police and administrative
management systems. It was through this army that the British maintained their
colonial rule in India for more than 200 years and fought in bloody battles
elsewhere for colonial expansion. During this process, Indian immigrants
successfully established a strong presence overseas as solders, policemen and
lower-ranking clerks, along with their relatives.

Examples of the overseas conquests of the sepoys of the British East Indian
Company are briefly enumerated here for reference: In 1795, it assisted Britain in
monopolizing the lucrative spice trade and the occupation of Maluku Island,
known as the Spice Islands; it played an important role in the British invasion of
Egypt from 1800-1801; then, in 1810, with the help of thousands of sepoys, the
British invaded and took possession of Mauritius, and then invaded Java in 1811
(Lal et al. 2007, 44). The British Indian Army was one of the largest armed forces
involved in World War II, numbering 2.5 million. The Army fought the three
major Axis powers (Japan, Italy and Germany) from Hong Kong in the east, to
Italy in the west. It fought on varying terrains, from the swamps and jungles of
Malaya and Burma to the rocky terrain of Eritrea; and from the sandy desert of
North Africa, to the mountains of central Italy (Roy 2017). At the height of India's
struggle for independence, these Indian soldiers fought for the British rulers and
protected the interests of the Empire.

After experiencing the brutal wars in the British colonies in Asia and Africa,
a number of the surviving soldiers chose to settle locally after the military forces
had been disbanded or withdrawn. For instance, Dean Mohammed, born in the
city of Patna, Bihar, emigrated to Ireland in the late 18th century after serving 15
years in the Bengal Army, being an Indian traveller, surgeon and entrepreneur
who was one of the most notable early non-European immigrants to the Western
World. Mohammed opened his first Indian restaurant in the UK, facilitating the
promotion of curry-based Indian cuisine locally; and was also the first Indian to
publish a travel book in English, entitled The Travels of Dean Mahomet.
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Mohammed was also a practitioner in the introduction of the Indian medicated
vapor bath, with royalty among his clients, including King George IV and King
William IV (Lal et al. 2007, 57). He was thus regarded as a successful role model
as a retired Indian soldier who migrated to Ireland and Britain.

Sikh policemen were an inseparable part of the landscape of Shanghai in the
tirst few decades of the 20th century, as a largely forgotten chapter in the story of
the ties between China and India. In a foreign concession like Shanghai, the police
served as “the most visible public symbol of colonial rule, in daily interaction
with the local population and enforcing the codes of law that maintain colonial
authority” (Anderson and Killingray 1991, 1-2). The Sikhs, a deemed martial race
by the British colonialists, were “recruited from Punjab in India as a part of
Shanghai Municipal Police (SMP) to patrol the traffic in the International
Concessions under the supervision of the Shanghai Municipal Council, its
governing body” (Vathyam 2016). By 1898, a mounted police detachment
composed completely of Sikhs was established, and by 1900, the number of Sikh
police in Shanghai had reached 159. This number continued to increase, and by
the time of the Second Sino-Japanese War, there were a total of roughly 700 Sikh
police in Shanghai, constituting the largest proportion of the foreign police in
service within Shanghai’s International Concessions (Saran and Ke 2018, 101-
102). In a negative portrayal of Sikhs, they were referred to as “Hongtou Asan”,
describing their status in Chinese eyes as “vicious lackeys of their British
masters” (Jackson 2012, 1675). Due to the differences in the language and culture
from the local Chinese, the Sikhs in Shanghai remained a relatively closed
community and established their own networks, gurdwaras, schools and
entertainment clubs, while very few married local women. By the late 1930s and
early 1940s, as the rising Japanese threat against the International Concessions
intensified, an exodus of Sikhs occurred, most of whom headed to Punjab. By
1945, the Shanghai Municipal Police had been disbanded and the Shanghai Sikh
police passed into history. While some Sikhs left Shanghai for Hong Kong after
the founding of the People’s Republic of China, others chose to stay in Shanghai,
even after the 1950s, with the last Sikhs leaving Shanghai in 1973 (Vathyam 2016).

Indian convicts

Another little-known element in the history of Indian immigration occurred in
the late 18th to mid-20th centuries when British India began transferring convicts
to its overseas colonies in Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean. As Anderson
stated in her book:
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The first convict settlements established overseas by the East India
Company was located in Bengkulu, along the southwest coast of
Sumatra (1787-1825); and the Andaman Islands (1793-1796, 1858-
1945), Penang in the British Straights Settlements (1790-1860),
Singapore and Malacca (1825-73), British Mauritius (1815-53), and
parts of Myanmar and Tenasserim (1828-62) were later made penal
colonies respectively (Anderson 2007, 200).

It is believed that as many as six ships set out from Madras, Bombay and
Bengal each year carrying prisoners in numbers thought to range from 12 to 200
(Anderson 2005, 144). However, due to the lack of historical records, the total
number of prisoners transported over the Indian Ocean is difficult to quantify.
Based on the limited official statistics, a rough calculation can be made as follows:

Before 1825, the East India Company sent a minimum of 2,000 and
perhaps as many as 4,000 to 6,000 to the province of Bengkulu; Between
1815 and 1837, another 1,500 or so convicts set off from the ports of the
Bengal and Bombay Presidencies to Mauritius for the long voyage of
exile; moreover, the Bengal and Madras authorities transported at least
5,000 and maybe as many as 7,000 convicts to Burma from 1828 to 1862
(Allen 2012a, 9).

The remote Andaman Islands was turned into a fully-fledged penal colony
in the wake of the Indian Mutiny of 1857, and the transportation of Indian
convicts continued until the Japanese occupation of the islands during World
War II. Anderson estimated that between 1858 and 1939, British India
transported around 83,000 prisoners to the penal settlement of the Andamans,
making the Andamans the largest penal colony in the entire British Empire in
terms of the total number of incarcerated convicts (Anderson 2018, 25-26).

Stephen Nicholas and Peter R. Shergold estimated that the Straits
Settlements together received on an average of 200 arrivals per year from the
three Presidencies in India, amounting to 15,000 convicts (Nicholas and Shergold
1988, 30-32). However, Anderson deemed this an underestimate, and cited a
number for Singapore of 16,000 convicts by 1858 (Anderson 2005, 144-145). On
the whole, the British authorities transported at least 74,800 and perhaps as many
as 100,000 South Asian convicts overseas between 1787 and 1943 (Yang 2003, 180;
Anderson 2007, 188; Rediker et al. 2007, 9).

It has been reported that almost all of the deported criminals were men who
had been sentenced to life in prison for murder and robbery etc. Women, charged
with murder or infanticide, made up less than 10 percent of the total. Indian
sepoys or other political convicts who participated in the 1857 Mutiny were also
jailed here, coming from different parts of India and from different
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socioeconomic backgrounds, although most were poor Hindus from the Bengal
area (Lal et al. 2007, 45).

In the eyes of most British colonial rulers, exile was a harsher punishment
than the death penalty. Indian society in general was isolated from the outside
world, and according to their beliefs and customs, crossing the Kalapani (the
Black Water) to foreign lands was a major taboo, resulting in the loss of one’s
social respectability and even caste. Consequently, exile was seen by British as a
powerful deterrent as a punishment for crime among Indian people. The benefits
of transportation were two-fold: on the one hand, it solved the ongoing problem
of prison overcrowding in British India due to the increasing crime rate, while on
the other hand, it created a cheap and controllable workforce to counter the
labour shortage in the development of the newly conquered territories. As such,
the transported convicts were used by the British rulers to build new colonies
and the associated infrastructure works. Furthermore, it was also economically
sensible to engage convicts in tasks that ordinary workers refused to undertake.
“Generally well behaved and hardworking, the convicts initially carried out such
works as clearing land and rubbish, reclaiming swamps, laying the early public
roads, and erecting buildings and bridges” (McNair 2013; Turnbull 1972, 50-51),
and it has been suggested that it was convicts who built the early Singapore
(McNair 2013, 11, 109-110), and many of their contributions are still in existence
today, including the Church of St Andrew and the Presidential Palace.

However, after the Indian uprising of 1857, the practice became unpopular
as convicts started to be considered a threat to security. Consequently, Singapore
refused to accept any more mutineers. In response to the opening of new penal
colonies in the Andaman Islands, the forced migration of Indian convicts to
Southeast Asia came to an end. In March 1858, a group of 1,000 convicts were
sent to the Andaman Islands, which “ushered a new chapter in the history of
transportation in colonial South Asia in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries” (Yang 2003, 207).

“Before 1859, while the time-expired convicts may have been released, no
provision was made for their repatriate at government expense” (Turnbull 1970,
43), and they generally lacked the resources to return to India. Most chose to
integrate into the local community, to marry local women and to settle
permanently. For example, intermarriages with the Malay communities created
the Jawi Peranakan, and some achieved prominence. For instance, “one Brahman
convict was released in 1839 and later acted as a respected priest for the
Singapore Hindu community for twenty five years; another former convict, who
died in 1865, was reputed to have left 50,000 dollars” (Turnbull 1970, 43-44).
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Nowadays, the Jawi Peranakan boast substantial wealth and social standing, and
have a profound impact on local society.

Today, a large number of Indian convict descendants live in places like
Myanmar (Burma), Malaysia, Singapore and Mauritius, although they don’t
share a separated and unique memory. Marriage and family life were two
approaches to redemption that realized the social rebirth of convicts and helped
them merge into local societies, meaning that the identity of the convict
descendants simply diminished. The situation in Andamans, however, is
somewhat different, where indigenous islanders were not settled cultivators.
Today the Islands are home to a self-acknowledged convict-descended
community known as the “Pre-42s”or the “Local-born” (Vaidik 2010; Anderson
2011; Anderson 2015; Sen 2000).

Indentured labour

The largest group of Indian overseas immigrants resulted from the export of
labour services, with indentured labour emerging as a leading example in this
regard. The proliferation of the indentured system was driven mainly by two
forces — first and foremost, in the face of strong condemnation on moral grounds
from various parties, the Slavery Abolition Act 1833 brought about the abolition
of the slave trade throughout the vast British Empire, with some exceptions
(Blackburn 1988, 420), which resulted in a labour shortage in the plantation
economy of the British overseas colonies. For instance, since the beginning of the
16th century, an era of imperialism brought about the successive annexation of
many Southeast Asian countries by British colonialists. These early colonies were
generally sparsely populated, leading the British to set their eyes on India — as a
populous neighbouring country, where an abundant labour force with high skills
and qualifications prevailed. Moreover, considering the British colonial
hegemony in India at that time, it was easier to control and manipulate the Indian
immigrants than Chinese or Japanese workers from other non-British colonies.
Transporting labour from British India to the British settlements in Southeast
Asia served two purposes, alleviating the population pressure, as well as the
domestic class and ethnic conflict in India, and serving as a source of labour for
the colonies in Southeast Asia. An apprenticeship system was adopted with the
emancipation of slaves that required all enslaved persons to be transformed into
“apprentices”, and to continue labouring for their former masters for a period of
four to six years in exchange for provisions. It was essentially slavery by another
name (Burn 1937; Green 1976), although this new system came with some
inherent flaws that led to its later abandonment. The former slaves had a stronger
sense of legal and self-protection, and so refused to do their work, protesting the
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system of gradual emancipation, and demanding immediate and full liberation.
To fill the labour “vacuum”, Hugh Tinker noted,

The British Empire recruited nearly 15 million Indians from inland
cities in northern India and the coastal cities of Eastern India and
shipped them to the overseas British colonies as far away as Natal,
Mauritius, Guyana, Trinidad, Suriname and Fiji to reilace the former
slaves on the sugar plantations. Nearby were places like Malaysia and
Sri Lanka in southeast Asia where Indians were forced to grow tea,
epper, coffee, rubber and palm oil, and to work in tin mining and
ogging for roads (Tinker 1974, 77).

In nature, they were indentured labour, known more commonly as Coolies
or Piglets, and served as cheap labour, subject to the interests of the British
colonialists, and with the typical characteristics of colonial subjects.

Concerning the source of indentured labour, the early immigrants were
Tamils from the Madras region of India, or Eastern Indians from the present-day
Bangladesh. In the later period, the majority of immigrants were farmers from
the north, such as from the Gangetic plain in Uttar Pradesh. In other words, the
indentured laborers came mainly from the coastal areas of south India from the
very beginning but were later replaced by Indian laborers from the north. They
were sent to the British colonies of South Africa, Mauritius, Fiji, Trinidad,
Guyana, and Jamaica to ease the labour local crises. Large numbers of workers
also travelled to Guadeloupe and the Martini Islands of the French colonies, and
to Suriname in the Dutch colonies (Ramsaran 2018).

The indentured system was a large-scale labour practice with intrinsic
defects, and which differed from all other forms of contractual labour in the 17th
and 18th centuries. Initially, indentured labour was completely monopolized and
regulated by the British Indian government:

Most applicants were young men aged 20 to 25, who then entered into
an indentured contract for a minimum five-year period. The contract
explicitly defined the general living conditions, such as base salary,
working hours, compensation (laborers worked five and half days a
week. Adult men earned 12 pence, compared to 9 pence earned by
adult women), as well as the type of work, housing, hygiene and
medical facilities. (Lal et al. 2007, 46).

The government reiterated that Indian workers were to enjoy the same
rights as the local population, and that all colonies were required to submit
annual reports to the British Indian government. When any unequal treatment of
the laborers was exposed, the Indian side would directly intervene in mediation.
In addition, the contract promised repatriation by providing free passage home
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for Indian laborers who worked in the colonies for more than 10 years. Those
who did not return, as a persuasive method, were given ownership of land once
their term was over. Those who had worked for more than 5 years were
permitted to return to India at their own expense. “In Fiji, nearly two-thirds chose
to settle after completing their contracts in the hope of finding a new life and new
opportunities” (Lal et al. 2007).

Another feature of the indenture system was that in order to prevent a
perpetuated gender imbalance in society, the government of India applied no
restrictions on the immigration of women and children in its foreign policy. After
1870, India fixed the ratio of men to women at 100 to 40 (Lal et al. 2007). Although
the colonial authorities complained about the extra cost of the accompanying
female labour, the British Indian government remained decisive. In fact, the
influx of female laborers helped create a more culturally and ethnically stable
Indian community in the British Empire's overseas colonies.

Despite the British Government’s introduction of labour regulations to
protect the Indian immigrants, the law was not always strictly enforced. As a
result, the indentured system was in essence a “modern system of slavery”(Allen
2012b, 225) that incorporated many of the inhumane aspects of the old system of
slave labour, and both the signing contracts and the provisions of rights and
obligations were highly unreasonable and deceptive. Any breach of contract was
regarded as a criminal offence rather than a civil matter. For example, laborers
may be thrown in prison for making an impolite gesture or comment toward
their master, forcing them subsequently into more laborious, but unpaid work.
In any case, the advantage always lay with the employer in labour disputes. As
such, the position of Indian laborers under the indentured system was miserable,
being worked like machines. These Indians suffered from a variety of diseases on
their journeys to the colonies, and while many people died en route, the survivors
migrated in hope of a bright future, but were exploited to the extreme by the
recruiting agent and the employer, forced to live in harsh conditions, with low
wages and long working hours. Under British colonial rule, these indentured
Indian laborers seemed unable to escape the cycle of destiny (Wong 2002, 78). In
general, indentured workers were treated only slightly better than the trafficked
African slaves. As victims of exploitation and oppression, it can be seen as one of
the most infamous chapters in the history of Indian immigration. However, the
descendants of the indentured laborers who chose to stay were fully integrated
into local society, and their personal achievements and social status are quite
different from those of their grandparents.
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Free immigrants

Apart from indentured labour, there was also a group of free Indians who
travelled to British settlements around the globe who hoped to improve their
living and working conditions, being mostly small vendors, artisans, shop
owners, clerks, merchants and other professionals whose immigration and social
conditions were slightly better than those under the indentured system. As free
immigrants, they came equipped with abundant information and sufficient start-
up capital and utilized their social connections to take full advantage of market
opportunities, gradually accumulating wealth and consolidating their own
economic power.

Based in Hong Kong, Burma, East Africa, South Africa, Aden and the
coastal areas of Western Asia, they established their own business
network, carried out a variety of commercial activities, and expanded
their business circle to many countries in Europe and the United States
(Satyanarayana 2001).

Consequently, the overseas Indian immigrants in the colonial times not only
greatly influenced the current global distribution pattern of Indian immigrants,
but also formed a comprehensive global business network that would ultimately
lay the necessary foundation for the strengthening of the economic power of
today’s overseas Indians.

According to the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA), although
overseas Indians can be found on all five continents, their distribution across
them is uneven, with “Asia having the largest number of Indian immigrants”
(Singh 2014). This is mainly due to the large number of indentured laborers
transported to Southeast Asia during the colonial period and the massive labour
migration from India to the Gulf countries, post-independence. For instance,
China and India are linked by mountains and waters, have enjoyed an
overwhelming volume of friendly cultural exchanges over 2,000 years. As early
as the first century AD, Indian traders settled in the Yunnan province of Southern
China. In the 1930s and 1940s, China was plagued by internal and external
conflicts and wars, and almost all Indian immigrants left mainland China, while
a large long-standing community of Indians remained in Hong Kong. In recent
years, as the cultural and commercial exchanges between the two countries have
deepened, a growing population of Indian students, tourists, traders, and
employees have headed to Mainland China. That said, there has been no
significant increase in the number of Indians settling down locally, and the few
settlers are concentrated in such coastal cities as Guangzhou, while the number
of Indians in Hong Kong keeps rising.
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One of the most notable free-immigration groups were the Chettiars (money
lenders) from Tamil Nadu, India, a well-known historical trading caste in south
India who moved to Malaya, Burma, the British Straits Settlements, Siam, Java,
Indo-China and northern Sumatra in their masses, starting from 1826 onward
(Markovits 1999, 902). The Chettiars were financial intermediaries who
developed an extensive financial network throughout Southeast Asia during the
colonial era and played an active role in the provision of credits. In the early 19th
century, before the advent of modern banks or rural cooperatives, only a few
European Banks made selective business loans to ensure capital flow, which
limited the development of some economic entities. Consequently, the Chettiars
started lending money to small- and medium-sized businesses who had neither
capital nor collateral, boasting particular expertise in agricultural credits.

The Chettiars credit network was heavily dependent on British-Indian

banks; indeed it could be argued that the Chettiars, acting as

intermediaries for Western capital in the expansion of commodity

Froduction, were essentially complementary to the interests of Western
inancial and commercial interests” (Brown 1993, 254).

At that time, agricultural development in the Irrawaddy Delta led to an
expansion of the area given over to paddy fields in lower Burma, from 0.933
million acres in 1855 to 9.9 million acres in 1930 (Wang 2014, 37). Shrewd
Chettiars obtained low-interest loans from British banks, and then made loans to
Burmese farmers at exorbitant interest rates, being long vilified by Burmese
nationalists and even Europeans as “rapacious and usurious moneylenders”
(Schrader 1996). Over the decades, the loans made by Chettiars to all
agriculturists in the main rice-producing districts amounted to 450-500 million
rupees. As a result, the Chettiars seized the opportunity to monopolize the paddy
fields in southern Burma, leaving them with well over one-quarter of the prime
delta land by 1936 (Adas 1974, 391). With the rapid development and
increasingly close interconnection of Southeast Asia’s economy, the Chettiars
also financed farmers in areas such as Burma, Malaya and Ceylon, etc., being
involved manly in the agriculture and commodity trade of rice and tea of Sikkim,
under the jurisdiction of the Madras Presidency, thus quickly gaining a foothold
in the emerging plantation economy. In the 1880s, the Chettiars leveraged their
relationship with the European banks, the Chettiar-managed Indian imperial
bank and the Indian overseas banks to finance land transactions in some
Southeast Asian countries. Besides credits and loans, the Chettiars were also
active in import and export trade on the Indian Ocean. For instance, the Chettiars
in Burma were specialized in the trade of rice and timber (Shaofeng 1986, 99).
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Over time, the extensive and complex financial and trading networks established
by the Chettiars in Southeast Asia gradually matured.

The Muslim communities of Khojas and Bohras from Gujarat in India had
wielded huge influence in the local economy of Southeast Asia in the textile, rice,
diamond, and home appliance sectors, among others. Prior to the Great
Depression of 1930, Bohras traders had secures a near-monopoly in raw sugar
exports from Burma and Indonesia, while in Singapore, the Bohras mainly lived
in the Arab areas. At first, they used Singapore only as a transit point for trade
between Gujarat and Indo-China peninsula, trading soap, liquid butter, cotton,
etc. from India for Chinese spices, gold, porcelain, silk, and so on. Over time, the
Bohras merchants began to settle in Singapore to engaged in the trade of textiles,
jewellery, spices and other import and export goods (Kaur 2008, 28).

The Sindhis from India were another successful group of born businessmen
and frequent world travellers. Only limited numbers of Sindhis had migrated by
the end of the 19th century, but they gained momentum after the mid-20th
century, with partition of India and Pakistan in 1947 serving as a direct driving
force. They were actively involved in the competitive textile industry in
Southeast Asia, being mainly responsible for the re-export of textiles from China,
India and Japan to Indonesia, Malaysia, and Indochina (Markovits 1999, 891).
They enjoyed an overall dominant status in the textile market in the key
commercial centres of the region.

When compared to the previously mentioned indentured labour, these free
immigrants of Indian origin were equipped with professional skills and ample
capital, which paved to the way for their overseas success. Having inherited their
ancestors’ business success, most of their descendants are capable of maintaining
a stable and good-quality middle class life.

Of course, Indian immigrants were a heterogeneous group with astonishing
internal diversity and differences. While economy remains as the main reason for
migration, many elements need to be taken into consideration when choosing a
destination country, including passage cost, likelihood of reemployment in one’s
previous career, distance from home, the caste and origin of the existing Indian
immigrants, the amount of information of the destination country, etc. Globally
speaking, most of the indentured laborers who migrated to the British Strait
Settlements and South Africa were landless farmers from Tamil Nadu and
Gujarat, respectively. Having been displaced from the land they had cultivated
for generations, the farmers from the immediate vicinity of Nowsari and Gujarat
settled in Fiji and New Zealand in the hope of regaining land ownership, while
Punjabis, on the other hand, dispersed all over the world. Those with technical
skills migrated to Southeast Asia, Central Africa and West Africa, and found
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employment as craftsmen or artisans, while those without headed for the British
Strait Settlements and the major treaty ports on China’s coast to work as laborers
or in other low-paid jobs, for example, as security guards. People from the fertile
lands of Punjab moved to such economically developed countries as Canada and
the United States, while the Chettiars focused their operations in Burma and
Malaya. In addition, some landless farmers from the states of Orissa, Bihar, and
Uttar Pradesh, etc. started to migrate to Burma, while other farmers worked on
the local farms in such Caribbean island countries as Mauritius with government
support. Last but not least, a trading group composed of Parsees, Ismaili Muslims
and Sindhis, etc. who were well known to possess a good business acumen, also
roamed far and wide under the cover of the Union flag in search of undiscovered
business opportunities (Vaid 1972, 3; Singh and Singh 2003, 5; Sandhu and Mani
1993, 12).

One intriguing fact was that as British colonial subjects, Muslims made up a
very high proportion of the migrating businessmen and technicians, as prior to
the arrival of the British to India, it was the Muslims who ruled the country, and
the Hindus were in awe of them. However, in a stroke of misfortune brought by
the British colonizers after the demise of the Mughal Empire, the Muslims who
had held high positions and who had accumulated considerable wealth were
forced to abdicate their positions, and were gradually ousted from their lands
and offices, while the Hindus rose under the Raj (Majumdar 2015, 295). The
creation and perpetuation of Hindu-Muslim antagonism was the one of the most
tragic legacies of British colonial rule.

Another issue worth mentioning is the age-old social stratification known as
the caste system — a deeply-rooted practice in Indian society — in which those at
the lowest level, known as the untouchables, led a miserable life of humiliation,
discrimination, prejudice and violence at the hands of the cultural elite. The
“untouchables” also joined the massive migration, escaping their humiliated
identity overseas. After returning home, they expressed their abhorrence of the
discredited caste system and played an important role in breaking the shackles
of caste discrimination and torture in India. Colonial-era Indian officials have
also admitted the positive impact of this type of immigration on the lower castes.
After years of hard work overseas, the marginalized castes from India had not
only accumulated a certain amount of wealth that facilitated property purchases
in India, but had also cultivated their sense of equality and independence and
greatly improved their self-esteem, all of which were beneficial in the
destabilizing of caste restrictions in India. This valuable immigrant experience
had equipped this group with industrialized work practices and vocational
training, motivating their self-initiation and creativity. This gave rise to the
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emergence of modern labour force that had contributed greatly to the
development of industry and commerce in India since the end of the 19th
century. Moreover, during the colonial period, Indian immigrants also served as
promoters of Indian culture and defenders of Indian national interests. The
former was embodied in the fact that as the number of Indian immigrants grew,
so did their symbols of identity — their temples. Nowadays, Hindu, Muslim and
Sikh temples can be found in many corners of the globe, standing for ritualistic
worship and cultural incubation. Of these, the latter was due to the fact that
before India’s independence, overseas Indian immigrants once advocated for and
became the backbone of the national liberation movement. Considering the case
of South Africa, in 1893, Gandhi arrived in British former colony of South Africa
and lived there for 21 years between 1893 and 1914, and this was where he
developed his political views and philosophies.

It was in South Africa that Gandhi realized his vocation in life. It was
there that he invented and practiced satyagraha, and where not only
his philosophy of life, but also his attitude to the social problems of
India crystallized (Reddy and Gandhi 1993, 3).

In South Africa, Gandhi ultimately became the man who inspired the non-
violent resistance on the African continent and led India to its independence,
initiating a global movement of decolonization. To some extent, the traditional
friendship between India and South Africa has continued and strengthened over
time, and this has become an important driving force in the development of
bilateral relations between the two countries.

Conclusion

During British colonial rule, Indian manpower was deployed to every corner of
the globe, resulting in mass Indian migration accompanying the expansion and
conquests of the British Empire. This served as the basis of current population
distribution of overseas Indians around the world. The major immigration types
comprise four groups, being soldiers and policemen; convicts; indentured
labour; and free immigrants, who together constitute the immigration groups
both in the colonial period and in the present day. With India and Pakistan
claiming independence, and the disintegration of the British colonial system,
large numbers of Indians living abroad returned to their homeland to start a new
life. Others, however, chose to remain abroad, relying on the legacy of British
colonialism, and included the Indians in Hong Kong. The Indian Diaspora, as an
independent presence, is growing in strength and is becoming a key factor in the
wealth and resources of India today. As pointed by Ning Mingfeng: “The 30
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million colonial-era immigrants have been distributed all over the world. This
represents an unmeasurable overseas asset, both for the colonial authorities at
that time, and for post-independence India” (Minfeng 2012, 53). In recent years,
the number and influence of India's overseas immigrants have been increasing,
and its economic power and international influence have become been
comparable to those of the overseas Chinese, and in some ways even surpassing
them. India holds high expectations for its overseas immigrants in terms of
capital, skills and talents, and has developed a reliance on them, and a number
of new measures have been adopted by the Indian government to leverage the
strength of the overseas Indians, alongside the new breakthroughs being made
in policies and laws that are both powerful and effective. In the near future, the
role of Indians abroad in determining India's development and global rise will
become increasingly apparent.
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Bolge Calismalar1 modeline elestirel bir bakis: Bolge
Calismalar alanindaki giincel egilimler iizerine kisa
bir calisma

Oz: Somiirgecilik yillarinda ortaya cikisindan itibaren Bolge Calismalar
politika odakl1 bir gelisim cizgisi izlemistir. Eski somiirge topraklarinin etiit
edilmesinden Soguk Savas'in stratejik bolgelerine, 11 Eyliil 2001 saldirilarindan
glinlimiize kadar, Bolge Calismalar1 disiplini hiikGimetlerle birlikte politika
hedeflerine ulasma yoniinde caba sarf etmistir. Middle East Studies after
September 11: Neo-Orientalism, American Hegemony and Academia kitabini temel
alan bu ¢alismada Bolge Calismalari’nin tarihsel gelisim cergevesi ve alandaki
giincel egilimler elestirel bir bakis agisiyla incelenmektedir. Alandaki dikkate
deger egilimler arasinda, son on yilda ABD merkezli akademik c¢alismalarin
odagmi Dogu Asya’ya kaydirmasi ve ABD ve Avrupa merkezli olmayan Bolge
Calismalari modelinin tercih edilmeye baslanmasidir. Ikinci egilimle ilgili
olarak bu kisa calisma Cin tarafindan bazi olumsuz o6zellikleri ile birlikte
benimsenen Bolge Calismalart modelini incelemektedir. Calisma Bolge
Calismalar1 diyalektigine elestirel yaklasarak geleneksel cevreler disindaki
aktorler tarafindan benimsenmesi durumunda da somdiirgeci, emperyalist ve
Oryantalist Ozelliklerin Bolge Calismalar1 alanina intikal edip etmedigini
sorgulamaktadir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Bolge Calismalari, elestirel yaklasim, ABD-merkezli
yaklasim, Cin, tarihsel analiz

Introduction

This analysis of the contemporary evolution of Area Studies is based on the
seminal book Middle East Studies after September 11: Neo-Orientalism, American
Hegemony and Academia, wherein area studies is subjected to a critical
examination from the perspective of Edward Said’s thesis of Orientalism.
Focusing primarily on AS - as an interdisciplinary field — the book highlights
how many fields of social sciences and humanities resulted from colonial
endeavours to study subjugated populations for policy-oriented purposes. The
book identifies the origins of AS as being rooted in Imperialism, but also notes,
somewhat importantly, that neo-imperialist and neo-Orientalist currents
continue in AS through the position afforded to "Western "academia by the
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corresponding hegemony, as well as through the evolving methods used by the
State to incentivize academia. Accordingly, this article questions the outcomes of
AS as it has grown under the aforementioned conditions and used as a model by
such emerging powers as China.

The article begins by providing an overview and brief history of the
evolution of Area Studies (AS), providing the necessary context for a critical
approach to contemporary AS throughout the subsequent sections. After
detailing the progression of AS since its inception, the current trends in AS in
policy and scholarly terms is examined. Finally, the focus of this brief study turns
to an important emerging factor in AS, being the adoption of an Area Studies
model by an emerging global power from outside the “Western” paradigm,
namely China. The findings aim to contribute to a dialectic on critical approaches
to AS, and to spark further debate on its continued evolution and the wide
distribution of Area Studies as a model.

Evolution of Area Studies

While focusing primarily on the Middle East and the Orientalism of Area Studies,
Middle East Studies after September 11 draws on the intersectionality of the factors
that necessarily coalesce behind AS. The histories of colonialism, contemporary
imperialist action and sustained orientalist perspectives make up the framework
of Area Studies, but beyond this scope, the book broadly analyses the structures
of the self-aggrandizing academic elites and the business platform behind AS. It
provides a detailed account of the history and evolution of AS and its imperialist
impetus, born out of the colonial era.

The colonial era created bred ties between education and the state, from the
creation of missionary schools in colonized spaces to the development of new
academic fields. Here, Keskin highlights the establishment of such fields of social
science as anthropology as state-funded endeavours to learn about colonized
populations to support the further exploitation and quelling of anti-colonial
movements (p. 06). The transfer of hegemony from Europe to the United States
in the early post-colonial period opened the door on a new period in Area
Studies, focused on two dimensions. First, the US focused attention on colonial
spaces to guarantee the continuity of control, albeit under different
circumstances, using different methods, as European powers were unable to
maintain their authority over colonies following World War II. This led to a
“transformation from British colonialism to American imperialism” (p. 07). The
second dimension is based around the emergence of the Cold War and the areas
corresponding to the so-called containment policy. Both dimensions demanded
strategic considerations in US policy development, facilitating interdisciplinary
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studies on the cultural, political, and linguistic characteristics of key geographical
areas.

While the onset of the Cold War formed the basis for contemporary AS, the
Reagan/Thatcher era spurred a further evolution in Area Studies coinciding with
the evolution of US policy development. The 1980s solidified the transformation
to neoliberal-based policies and the corresponding focus on AS. The events of
9/11 sparked an immense transformation of government policy, and
consequently, the focus of Area Studies. This led to vigorous expansion of state-
academic collaborations in Middle East studies, along with key language
programs, producing a windfall of funding to universities and think tanks. The
militarism and the neoliberalism of the preceding period were both augmented
under the post-9/11 period, wherein AS became even more lucrative. Despite the
increased state funding in AS-related centres and think tanks, neoliberal policy
had a significant effect on academia, resulting in a general decrease in state
funding, increased engagement with private enterprises and the increased
adaptation of a business model. The influence of the government over academia
resulted in it being “co-opted through the work of Middle East studies, African
studies, Asian and Central Asian studies centres, the Fulbright and Boren
fellowships, the FLAS (Foreign Language Area Studies) fellowship, the Peace
Corps, and so on” (pp. 14-15).

Each period of AS transformation legitimized and increased the
institutionalization of AS through the state and non-state apparatuses through
which academic studies are funded and supported. Such state institutions
include the Department of Education, the Department of State and the
Department of Defense. Additionally, government affiliated programs such as
the Peace Corps and Fulbright aid AS-related programs in Universities. Finally,
AS related centres and departments, such as the Middle East, African and East
Asian studies centres, have been established in universities in the United States
and beyond. As policy continuously influences AS, studies are conducted
through a prism that reflects policy interests. This has culminated in a cultural
hegemony in which the perceptions of “areas”, or the concept of those areas, are
shaped by the elite and the benefactors of State policy development. This cultural
hegemony, or Orientalism, shapes narratives and perceptions internally, and
externalizes cultural hegemony by exporting these narratives and perceptions of
those within an “area” to those areas.

The evolution of AS throughout periods of change in policy development
provides insights to current trends of AS in its traditional settings, as well as its
application in new arenas. Developments in Area Studies have made vital
contributions to academia, and its components have undoubtedly become
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permanent fixtures in academic studies. That said, the colonial and imperialist
history of AS, its contemporary neoliberal quality, the clear influence of state
policy over academia and its sustained Orientalist outcomes are all important
considerations when examining the current trends of AS and its adoption by the
emerging powers.

Current trends

As highlighted in the previous section, the periods of pronounced change in
policy approaches correspond to shifts in the territorial focus of AS. Furthermore,
underlying developments, distinct from such specific territorial or regional
focuses as neoliberal policy adaptation, have also transformed the nature of AS.
Given its inextricable link to security and policy, as long as Area Studies exists in
its current dynamic it may serve as a prescient factor in policy direction, if not in
geopolitical forecasting. Just as historical trends are observable and briefly
covered in the previous section, so too are the current trends in Area Studies. One
palpable component of the current AS evolution is the noticeable rotation in
regional focus based on policy orientation, and therefore, scholarship.

Perhaps a new peak in academia/state collaboration is an integration of Area
Studies with the intelligence sector. Patton called for a new age of academic
collaboration to create an intel field of “Sociocultural Intelligence” (2010), which
indicates an effort to establish well informed actors on social, cultural and
political norms within a specific geospatial boundary — essentially, a fusing of the
aspects of Area Studies with intelligence operations. The concept of sociocultural
intelligence studies has been further promoted in counter-insurgency operations
by analysts “who are trained and educated to assess the behavioural
characteristics of all elements of the local population”, “local” being as
ambiguous a term as “area” and pliable to policy demands (Connable 2012). The
call for sociocultural intelligence studies is rooted in the abysmal failure of the
United States to comprehend the social, cultural, and political dynamics of
Afghanistan during its ongoing invasion and occupation in the post-9/11 period.
This was despite the extensive time and capital poured into Afghanistan by US
industrial, intelligence, military, aid, media, and academic apparatuses for
almost half of the 20th century (Hanifi 2018). This speaks to the failure, or perhaps
success of Area Studies. Despite the deep, decades-long focus on Afghanistan, it
was unrecognizable to US consciousness in the post-9/11 invasion, and after 9/11,
scholars have noted “very little academic or public time or space devoted to the
substantive American cultural distortions of Afghanistan that have assumed a
reality of their own, very much to the detriment of US foreign policy, and the tens
of millions of ordinary innocent inhabitants of the country” (Ibid., p.56). Either
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this stands as evidence of a failure of AS, or, as in many profitable industries,
speaks to a planned obsolescence in Area Studies. The evolution of an area that
was directly changed by Orientalist and imperialist attention in the case of
Afghanistan underlines a need for renewed focus and funding, through shifting
geography corresponding to policy priorities. The planned obsolescence of AS
has implications for current and future trends in Area Studies, as foundational
“areas” can be treated with renewed fervour.

Such a shift, or renewed focus, would appear to have been the case in East
Asia studies over the last decade. As an economic and foreign policy platform
under the Obama Administration, the Pivot to East Asia, sometimes called the
Pivot to the Pacific, the Rebalance towards the Asia-Pacific, or simply the Pivot
to Asia, signalled renewed focus on East Asia, and particularly China. The
Obama-era policy was a discontinuous resumption of the policies of the Nixon
and Clinton administrations toward East Asia and China (Hundley, Kenzer and
Peterson 2015). A policy shift towards East Asia is being considered in such
security think tanks as the Center for New American Security (CNAS). CNAS,
founded in 2007, developed a formidable Asia-Pacific directive that focused
heavily on China. As a think tank devoted to the security aspect of AS, CNAS
represents a fusion of policy influence in research, and is heavily funded by
defence and intelligence companies and the US government, in addition to the
tech and energy sectors (CNAS). Analysing data from 2011, Hundley, Kenzer and
Peterson note that scholars representing East Asian studies in IR believed their
field to be of vital importance for policy, although according to data from 2011,
East Asian studies scholars were not engaged in policy-based research (2015).
Significantly, due either to a lack of policy-centric research or any substantial
change from 2011, East Asian studies received considerable Title VI funding in
subsequent years. According to a US Department of Education International and
Foreign Language Education 2017 annual report, East Asia accounted for the
largest number of AS applications (2019, p.13), and in the same four year grant
period, East Asia was the largest recipient of Title VI language course funding
(Ibid., p.17).

Regional attention, or the “areas” of AS, appear to not only fluctuate, but to
rotate. East Asian studies, for example are re-emerging as a key regional focus
for policy and AS in the United States, although the field of Area Studies itself is
dynamic, and is diffusing throughout the global arena. China, for example, while
the key focus of AS in the United States, has been developing its own Area
Studies using its application within the traditional paradigm as a model.
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The Area Studies model and China

China is notable as a leading global power outside the United States, and the
historical colonial paradigm to adopt the AS model has been focusing on
developing AS to counter what is seen as a deficit in strategic regional expertise.
This raises many questions relating to the effects of an emerging East Asian
super-power adopting a policy model directed by academia built on imperial and
colonial foundations. Nevertheless, China is fervently seeking to assume an
elevated position in AS expertise. According to Myers, Barrios and Cunhai, China
has maintained its long established focus on Latin American studies, but as the
nation has risen on the global stage, so too has its focus on establishing new areas
of expertise and further developing its capabilities in existing arenas (2018). For
example, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) has a long standing
Institute of Latin America studies; and the Shanghai Institute for International
Studies, which hosts numerous AS institutes, such as the Center for West Asian
and African Studies, and the Center for Russian and Central Asian Studies, was
established in 1960 (SIIS). Aside from the well-established think tanks, Myers et
al. point out the increased role of Chinese universities in furthering the country’s
AS ambitions. Universities such as Peking, Nankai and Fudan all feature Latin
American Studies, although new AS centres are emerging in Chinese universities
focusing on such “areas” as Western Asia (Middle East). For example, Shanghai
Jiao Tong University has a newly established Center for Middle East Peace
Studies, while Peking University, in addition to its own Center for Middle East
Studies, founded an Institute for Area Studies in 2018 (CMEPS; Ma 2018).
Furthermore, Shanghai University’s Institute for Global Studies hosts Centers for
Turkish, East Asian, and African studies (IGS). The coordination of academic AS
centres through universities and think tanks is increasingly directed by the State
with the explicit purpose of fulfilling its policy objectives, following the US
model of AS.

Myers et al. have shown how government policy in China has been directed
at augmenting the country’s AS capabilities, and the authors identify several
policy applications aimed at accomplishing such a goal from 2011 through to
2017, including the Notice on Fostering Area Studies and International Education
Centers, the Notice on Effectively Constructing Information for Area Studies
Centers, Interim Measures for the Cultivation and Construction of Area Studies
Centers, and the Notice on Effectively Constructing Work Related to Area
Studies Centers for 2017, to name but a few (Ibid., pp. 3-5). The steady
government promotion of AS in academia highlights the policy-centric nature of
AS, being undisturbed in its adaptation.
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The practical considerations of the limitations of AS, within and outside its
“Western” matrix, are underscored in China’s pursuit of AS and area expertise
as they are met with the same challenges. In addition to lack of first-hand
experience in the target “areas” and the language barriers, in part due to the
publications of Chinese scholars in Chinese, the “areas” of focus of academicians
are highly influenced by state incentives, which are provided according to policy
needs. The National Planning Office for Philosophy and Social Sciences of China
(NPOPSS) oversees social science research in the country and can influence the
areas of focus of scholars. The NPOPSS offers an annual grant, which is a
necessary prerequisite for professional advancement in academia (Jiang 2020).
This is similar to the US model for AS, as described by Keskin, in which state
funding heavily influences research centres and academic research, either
through direct funding via the Department of Education Title VI, or through a
myriad of government affiliated think tank grants directed at centres of Middle
East studies (p.12).

The adoption of an AS model may be a response to having been the subject
of “Western”-oriented AS. Becoming a focus of US policy focus warrants raised
anxieties considering previous "areas” of focus, most notably the Middle East.
However, the re-balance or pivot to Asia or East Asia is rather ambiguous.
Afghanistan, for example, is often included in discussions of the "Middle East",
which is itself an ambiguous Orientalist term used to denote an approximation
of Western Asia. This ambiguity in “area” is a practical concern also for the
Chinese adoption of AS. Area Studies focus on rigid geographic boundaries that
are based on perceived territories, seeking to draw sharp lines where only
blurred ones exist. While one could hardly argue that capital, information, goods
and people flow with the same ease across borders, the rigid view of territoriality
in Area Studies does not reflect the global factors of “area” ambiguity and flux.
Such critiques of AS parochialism are reasonable, as territorial rigidity is also met
with ethnic rigidity, and as McConnell points out, a rigid correlation to
established nation-states, which can leave peripheral actors with an ambivalent
view of AS (Powell et al. 2017). Though not a Western perspective of area studies,
parochialism is still a relevant critique in the Chinese adaptation of AS, and one
that is to be confronted, irrespective of orientation.

The practical shortcomings of AS are an important consideration, given its
adaptation as a model by state actors outside its traditional paradigm. Despite
the glaring social, political and economic differences between the United States
and China, China’s position as a rising global power and its robust state structure
make it susceptible to similar critiques as US- or UK-based Area Studies. Aside
from the practical pitfalls of AS, whether the adoption of AS outside its original
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paradigm neutralizes its Orientalist, imperial and colonial features, or whether
these characteristics are inextricable from AS and are inevitably adopted and
diffused, remains to be seen.

Conclusion

Using the book Middle East Studies after September 11 to highlight the historical
developments of Area Studies from a critical perspective, the evolution of Area
Studies and its ties to State policy are defined here throughout the key periods of
policy and scholarly transformation. Colonialist, imperialist and Orientalist
currents have been found to influence academia and AS studies throughout its
development. Such an evolutionary progression of AS aids in an examination of
current trends, noted here as continued state/academic integration and the
possession of a quality that can be likened to planned obsolescence, whereby the
focus of AS is dynamic and rotates geographically. AS in the US would appear
to be refocused on East Asia, and particularly on China, and from here, the study
shifts to the more significant trend of the adoption of the “Western” AS model by
countries outside its historical colonial framework — again, using China as an
example. These countries do not, for the most part, share the history of a colonial
empire, imperialist state policy or the Orientalist academic culture. However, the
adoption of a model for global perspectives, built upon these foundations and
following policy-based state direction, may not be without its deleterious
outcomes, warranting careful consideration. Aside from the practical pitfalls of
AS, whether the adoption of AS outside its original paradigm neutralizes its
Orientalist, imperial and colonial features, or whether these characteristics are
inextricable from AS and are inevitably adopted and diffused, remains to be seen.
Are these characteristics engrained in AS, or is the onus instrumental in the
content of state policy that drives the study? If normative positions are to be
taken, due diligence in the dialectic of colonially and policy driven academia is
essential. Rather than attempting to answer these questions directly, this brief
article establishes the colonial history and Orientalist and imperialist nature of
AS as it existed within the so-called Western milieu, and in doing so, aims to
incite debate surrounding the adoption of the area studies model by countries
outside this paradigm.
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Vasilij Vladimirovig, Bartold. Orta Asya Tarihi Uzerine Dért Calisma (Four Studies
On the History of Central Asia). Ingilizcesinden geviren: Ilhan Aslan, Istanbul,
Post Yayinlari, 2020.

[Vasilij Vladimirovig, Bartold. Four Studies On the History of Central Asia. Leiden,
E.J. Brill, 1962.]

Vasilij Vladimirovi¢ Bartold, dogu tarihi alaninda yaptigi ¢alismalari dogu
dillerini 6grenerek destekleyen ve literatiire bir¢ok 06zgilin ¢alisma ile katk:
saglayan onemli isimlerden biridir. Bartold, arastirmalarinda Orta Asya’da
belirledigi alanlar {izerinde derinlemesine incelemelerin bulundugu monografi
tirinde yazdig1 eserlerle farkli bir bakis agist olusturmustur. Bartold’un bu
kitabinda ise monografi tiirtindeki dort arastirmasi bir araya getirilmistir. Kitabin
orijinal metninde Tiirkistan’in kisa bir tarihi, Yedisu tarihi ve Ulug Beg, Mir Ali
Shir bagliklar1 adi altinda dort konu ele alinmistir. Bu inceleme igerisinde
Tiirkistan’in kisa tarihi ve Yedisu tarihi olmak {izere iki boliim bulunmaktadir.
Cesitli sorunlardan oOtiirii eserin diger basliklarinin hentiiz ¢evrilemedigi
belirtilmistir (s. 7-9).

Kitabin temel ilgi alan1 Tiirk tarihidir. Bu baglamda Bartold un birbirinden
farkli zaman diliminde yazilmis yazilarinda vurguladigi temel nokta ise
diinyanin en eski kiiltiir alisverisinin bagladig1 cografyanin Tiirkistan jeopolitigi
oldugu yoniindedir. Kitabin amaci sadece Tiirkistan ve Yedisu havzasini cografi
olarak tanitmak degil, bu havzada yasayan uygarliklarin ansiklopedik gelisimini
siyasi ve sosyal perspektiflerden de analiz etmektir. Yazar, Tiirkistan'in kisa
tarihi baglikli ilk boliimde Karahanlilar, Gazneliler, Harezmsahlar, Ozbekler gibi
birgok Orta Asya devletinden/uygarligindan bahsetmis ve Orta Asya tarihi
agisindan 6nemli olarak tanimladigl gocebe hareketleri, Arap fethi, Mogol fethi
ve Ch’ang Ch’un’un gezisi gibi olaylar1 degerlendirmistir. Yedisu Tarihi baslikl
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ikinci boliimde bu alanda yazilmis eserlerin eksik ve parcali bir yapiya sahip
olduguna dikkat ¢ekmistir. Bu monografinin Yedisu tarihi {izerine calismak
isteyen arastirmacilara yardimci olmasi icin yapilan arkeolojik gezileri de
icerdiginden bahsetmistir. Yedisu tarihi icerisinde Isik Gol ve Balkas Golii
havzasinda yer alan Wu-Sunlar, Tiirkler, Karluklar, Karahanlilar, Kara-Kitaylar,
Mogolistan ve Kalmuklara deginmistir.

Kitabin igerik olarak kavramsal ¢erceve sunma gibi bir iddias1 olmamasina
karsin gog ve yonetim olgularini dolayli olarak ele aldig1 soylenebilir. Gog ve
yonetim arasindaki iliskiden bahsedilirken karsilastirmali bir anlatim yapildig:
ve neden-sonug iligkilerinin kuruldugu goriilmektedir. Bartold’a gore Iranlt
Sogdiyanlarin kiltiir seviyesinin yiikselmesi “Cin Kapisi” olarak goriilen
Semerkant'in dogu bolgesinde yasanan ticari faaliyetler nedeniyledir (s. 27). Tlk
boliimde ele alinan Arap Fethi ise Tiirkistan'in Batidan karsilastig1 ilk isgal olarak
tanimlanmistir. Ve Araplara gore Tiirkistan'mn, Cin imparatorlugundan zorla
almmis bir vilayet olarak goriildiigiinden bahsedilmistir (s. 32). Yazarin,
dogrudan ifade etmese de, genel siyasi ve kiiltiirel vurgularinda Tiirkistan’dan
bahsederken Rus Tiirkistan’t ve Cin Tirkistan’t seklinde bir karsilagtirmali
anlatim yaptig1 sdylenebilir.

Peki Orta Asya tarihinde bir¢ok topluluga, devlete ev sahipligi yapmis bu
cografyada yonetim nereye dogru evrilmistir? Yonetim anlayisinda askeri sinif,
din adamlarmin ve dihkan sinifi olarak bahsedilen birinci sinif soylular arasinda
bir geciskenlik s6z konusu mudur? Ilk olarak yénetim anlayisinin bir evrilme
yasadig1 c¢ikarimina varilabilir. Bartold’a gore yonetim bigimleri; Arap fethi
oncesi, Emeviler etkisi ve Gazneliler ile farkli bir yonetim anlayis1 yansitan Tiirk
diinyasinin devlet kavramu {izerinden bir degerlendirmeye tabi tutulabilir. Arap
fethi Oncesi yOnetimi sekillendirenlerin dihkan sinifi oldugu Emevilerin ise
valilik sistemi ile toplumsal diizeni kurmaya ve bir yonetim anlayisi olusturmaya
calistig1 sonrasinda Abbasilerinde monarsi benimsedikleri sdylenebilir (s. 91).

Orta Asya ve Iran’da kurulmus Samaniler yonetimi ele alindiginda ise din
adamlarinin askeri aristokrasinin yaninda oldugu ve dihkanlarin bu yonetime
direng gosterdigi aktarilmistir. Devlet kavramini Gaznelilerin, baski olusturan
bir anlamda kullandigina dikkat gekilirken bu durumun Selguklular sonrasinda
gogebe kiiltliriin  olusturdugu boylar ile yonetimi zayiflattigina vurgu
yapilmustir. Tiirk diinyasinda yonetim anlayisinin; gocebe kiiltiiriin etkisi, askeri
smif ve inang sistemine bagli olarak doniisiim gosterdiginden bahsedilse de ortak
noktanin askeri sinif ile din adamlar1 arasinda bir uyum oldugu ve bu uyumun
Karahanlhlar doneminde idam edilen din adamlar1 ile bozulmaya basladig:
vurgulanmuistir (s. 93).
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Yazarin sorguladigi bir konu ise Cingizler Ogedey yénetiminde bulunan
alanlarda Bati1 Avrupali, Miisliiman, Rus zanaatkarlarin yardimlasmasi ile gesitli
saraylar insd edilmis ve bu alan bircok uygarlifa ait yapilarn igerisinde
bulundurmasina ragmen Orta Asya kiiltiir ¢alismalarinda beklentilere karsilik
vermemistir (s. 66). Bartold’a gore Orta Asya tarihinde 15. ylizyil sonrasinda
Avrupalilar tarafindan deniz rotalarinin degisimi, ticarette kervan sisteminin
¢okmesi, belirli hanliklarda yasanan siyasi sorunlar 18. yiizyila gelindiginde
ekonomik, siyasi ve Kkiiltiirel bir gerileme donemine neden olmustur (s. 87).
Yazarin Tiirkistan cografyasiin gelecegi icin en onemli tavsiyelerinden biri
diinya ticaretine katiliminin aktif olarak saglanmasi gerektigi ve Tiirkistan'in bu
aktifliginin demiryolu ulasimina bagh oldugu yoniindedir (s. 89).

Kitaba su agidan bir elestiri getirmenin yerinde oldugu kanaatindeyim;
incelenen her iki boliimde ayrintili cografi adlandirmalara, tarihsel kisiliklere
fazlaca yer verilmesi, ¢alismada asil vurgulanmak istenen siyasi, sosyal yapiya
gelene dek okuyucuyu agir bir dil anlattimina maruz birakmaktadir. Kitabin
bircok monolog tarzi esere gore giliclii olan yoniiniin ise tarihsel anlatimi
yaparken karsilastirmalara yer vermesi ve herhangi bir analiz yapilamayan
konularda belirli argiimanlara dayanarak varsayimlar sunabilmesi oldugu
sOylenebilir. Kitabin igerik bakimindan sadece ansiklopedik bir tarih anlatimina
sahip olmamasi ve cografi, siyasi, ekonomik, kiiltiirel bir¢cok agidan Tiirk diinyas1
tarihini ayrintili olarak degerlendirmesi ve bilgilendirmeye ulasilamayan tarihi
konularda argiimanlar sunmasi ile literatiire katki sagladig1 asikardir. Kitap
agiklamasinda belirtildigi iizere “Orta Asya Tarihi Uzerine Do6rt Calisma”
baslikli bu eser Rusca’dan V. Minorsky tarafindan Ingilizce’ye “Four Studies on
the History of Central Asia” bashgyla terciime edilmistir. Kitabin hazirlanisinda
Ingilizce cevirisi olan Leiden/Brill baskisi esas alinmustir. Bu bilgiler 1s1§inda
alaninda yetkin bir yazar olan Bartold'un, s6z konusu eserinin Tiirkge literatiire
kazandirilmas: 6nemli bir nokta olarak degerlendirilebilecekse de, orijinal dili
Rusca’dan terciime edilmesi durumunda olasi bazi eksikliklerin en aza
indirgenmesi saglanabilecektir.

© 2020. This work is licensed under the terms and conditions of the Creative
BY Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
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Oguzluy, Tarik ve Ceyhun Cicekgi (editorler). Kiiresel ve Bélgesel Giiclerin Ortadogu
Politikalari: Arap Bahart ve Sonrasi. Nobel Akademik Yayincilik, Ankara, 2019.

Uluslararast Iligkiler alaminda calisan akademisyenler tarafindan hazirlanan
kitap, Ortadogu’daki Arap Bahari ve sonrasinda meydana gelen hareketli
yapmnun daha iyi anlasilabilmesi adina, mevcut g¢alismalara katki sunmak
amaciyla hazirlanmistir. Konusu itibariyle Suriye, Misir ve Irak’in bir oyun
sahasi olarak gosterildigi kitapta, ABD, Rusya, Cin ve AB uluslararas, Tiirkiye,
fran, Suudi Arabistan ve Israil bolgesel oyuncular olarak ele alinmistir. Sahada
yer alan oyuncularin dis siyaseti ve askeri politikalar1 degerlendirilirken,
bolgeyle olan tarihsel baglari goz oniinde bulundurulmus, ayrica uluslararasi
iliskiler ~ disiplininin temsil ettigi modeller yazarlarin calismalarinda
kullanilmistur.

Kitap Arap Bahari’'mi milat kabul ederek giintimiize kadar siiregelen
bolgesel hareketliligi tiim dinamikleriyle ortaya koyma gayesindedir. Arap
Bahar1 ile ABD ve AB’nin bolgedeki etki alaninin daraldigina dikkat gekilirken
Rusya ve Cin’in bolgeye olan ilgisinin artti§ina yer verilmistir. Yasanan bu
siirecte  bolgesel siyasetini ve gilivenlik politikalarimi ABD ekseninde
sekillendiren Israil ve Suudi Arabistan’in memnuniyetsizligi dile getirilmistir.
Tiirkiye ve Iran’in Arap Bahari sonrasinda bolge iizerinde gegmise nazaran daha
aktif ve cesur politikalar yiiriittiigiine dikkat ¢ekilmistir. Kitap, benzer igerikle
hazirlanan ¢alismalardan farkli olarak Arap Bahari sonrasi yasanan bu dinamik
siireci detayli olarak degerlendirip, daha anlasilir kilmistir. Kitap igerigi itibariyle
Arap Bahar1 ve Ortadogu merkezli ilerleyerek konusu ve amacmin disina
¢ikmamistir. Bu yoniiyle boliimler arasinda bag kurulabilmis, konu biitiinltigii
saglanmis ve kitap okuyucuya vaat ettiklerini temellendirebilmistir.
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Kitap giris ve sonug boliimii hari¢ dokuz makaleden olusmustur. Prof. Dr.
Tarik Oguzlu yazmis oldugu makalede, Ortadogu’'da degisen dinamikler
tizerine kavramsal bir analiz yapmuistir (s. 7-26). Arap Bahari sonras: dengelerin
degistigi bolgede, fran’in Siilerin, Suudi Arabistan’in ise Siinnilerin liderligine
soyunduguna, Tiirkiye ve Katar'in bu mezhepsel ayrima katilmadigina, ABD'nin
Iran politikasinin Israil ve Suudi liderligindeki Siinnileri birbirine
yakinlastirdigina yer vermistir. ABD'nin tahtini sallamaya baslayan Cin'in diger
bir kiiresel gii¢ olan Rusya ile kurdugu stratejik ortaklikla beraber bolge
iilkeleriyle pragmatizme dayal iligkilerini gelistirdigine dikkat c¢ekilerek,
gecmisle giincel tarih karsilastirilmis, bolgedeki rekabet ortami ve kutuplasmalar
tartisilmistr.

Dog¢. Dr. Behliil Ozkan makalesinde, Bush ve Obama doénemlerindeki
ABD'nin Ortadogu politikasini ele almistir (s. 27-53). Bush doneminde Irak’a
yapilan askerl miidahale ile bolgede ABD Kkarsiti rejimleri domino etkisiyle
yikarak, ABD liderliginde liberal rejimler hayata gecirilmek istendigine yer
vermistir. Obama doneminde bolgedeki Amerikan askeri varligmmin sona
erdirilerek, bolgeyi disaridan yonetme adina “Geriden Liderlik” teriminin 6ne
ciktigina ve Arap Bahari ile birlikte bolgeyi miittefikleri iizerinden sekillendirme
cabasindan bahsedilmistir. Makalede Obama’nin hiikiimetlerin halkin iradesini
yansitmasit gerektigini sdylemesine ragmen, sadece ABD karsit1 iilkelerin ig
iglerine miidahale edildigine dikkat ¢ekilmistir.

Dog. Dr. Emre Ersen makalesinde Rusya’nin Arap Bahar1 sonras: Ortadogu
politikasini degerlendirmistir (s. 55-81). Makalede 2012 yilindan sonra Rusya’nin
bolgede daha aktif rol aldigindan bahsedilmistir. Suriye ile yapilan askeri is
birliginin birka¢ ay icinde sonlanacagi Rus yetkililer tarafindan aciklansa da,
aradan gegen ii¢ yilin ardindan Putin’in gerektigi kadar kalacagiz s6zii Rusya’nin
bolgeye bir plan dahilinde girmedigini, bolge politikasini Batr ile iliskilerine gore
sekillendirecegini gostermistir. Yazar Rusya ile fran’in gelisen stratejik ortaklig1
sebebiyle, ABD ve etkisindeki iilkeler ile bolgede varilmasi olasi bir baris
mutabakatinin uzak oldugunu degerlendirmistir.

Dog. Dr. Cagdas Unver’ in gelecegin kiiresel lideri olmasi muhtemel Cin’in
bolgeye bakisint makalesinde degerlendirmistir (s. 83-99). Makalede Cin’in diger
kiiresel gii¢ olan iilkelerden farkli olarak bolge iilkelerinin i islerine karismadan,
karsilikli fayda igeren iliskilere dayali dis politika yiiriittiigline yer vermistir.
Cin’i ihtiya¢ duydugu enerji itibariyle bolgenin en biiyiik ithalatcis, ticaret ortag:
ve yatirimcisi olarak tanimlamistir. Kusak ve yol girisimi hamlesiyle Cin’in dis
siyasette agirligini batiya kaydirdigima Ortadogu’'nun i¢inde bulundugu kaotik
ortamin Cin-Orta Asya-Bati Asya ekonomik koridorunun gergeklesmesinin
oniinde engel olduguna dikkat ¢ekmistir. Cin'in hedeflerine ulasmak adina
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iilkelerin i¢ islerine karismama ilkesi ve askeri miidahaleye soguk bakisinin,
gelecekte degisecegi yazar tarafindan ongoriilmiistiir.

Dog¢. Dr. Sinem Kog¢amaz makalesinde AB’'nin uluslararasi bir aktor olarak
bolgede inandiriciligini kaybettigine dikkat ¢ekmistir (s. 101-129). AB iilkelerinin
icerisindeki goriis farkliligi, Filistin-Israil sorunu, Arap Bahari ve sonrasinda
Misir darbesinde sergiledigi tutum ve davramislarin, bolgede AB’yi ciddi bir
gliven ve itibar kaybina ugrattigina yer vermistir. Yazar bolgede tekrar s6z sahibi
olmak isteyen AB'nin giristigi finansal fonlar araciligiyla bunu basarmasini
mevcut ortamda ¢ok da miimkiin gérmemektedir.

Dog. Dr. Baris Doster makalesinde Ortadogu’da yasanan gelismeler 1s1g1nda
Tiirkiye'nin bolgesel liderliginin siirlarini tartismistir (s. 131-148). Tiirkiyenin
bolgede istikrarli bir siyasi, iktisadi ve askeri miittefikinin olmadigina vurgu
yapmus, siyasetin dogasi geregi iyi iliskiler kuramadig1 bir cografyaya liderlik
yapamayacagina yer vermistir. Tiirkiye'nin bolgesel aktor olabilmesi igin etkili
bir dis politikaya, gliclii bir ekonomiye ve tiim unsurlariyla giiclii bir askeri
yapiya ihtiya¢ duyduguna dikkat ¢ekmistir.

Dr. Bilgehan Alagéz makalesinde Iran’m kusatilmighk kiskacinda
Ortadogu’daki liderlik arayisini degerlendirmistir (s.149-173). Islam devrimi ile
onemli bir dis politika yiiriiten Iran’in 2003 Irak Savasi'ni takip eden siiregte
bolgesel aktdér olmaya soyunduguna yer vermistir. Bu ugurda fran’in sahip
oldugu enerji kaynaklari, askeri giicli, bolgesel niifusu ve Rusya ve Cin ile
derinlesen is birligi avantajlari, ABD baskasi, kirilgan ekonomisi, Israil ve Suudi
Arabistan ile olan iliskileri ise dezavantajlar1 olarak ortaya konulmustur.

Ogr. Gor. Ceyhun Cigekgi makalesinde Israil’ in Arap Bahari sonrast
Ortadogu politikalarina tartismigtir (s. 201-243). Arap Bahari ile bolgede yasanan
catisma ortamin Israil'in dis politikada elini giiclendirdigine ve askeri
hamlelerine mesruluk kazandirdigina dikkat cekip, Suriye ve Misir’in Israil igin
tehdit olmaktan ¢iktigim degerlendirmistir. Makalede Iranin bolge siyaseti ve
ABD’nin de yardimi ile Israil’in kuruldugu glinden itibaren sorun yasadig: Stinni
bolge iilkeleriyle Ittifak ortami yakaladigina ve hig olmadig1 kadar kendisine
giivenli bir ortam yarattigina yer verilmistir.

Kitapta Arap Bahari sonras: Ortadogu’da bolgesel ve kiiresel oyuncularin
detayli bir analizi yapilmistir. Bu analizde bolgedeki {ilkelerin birbirleriyle
yakinlasmalari, restlesmelerini ve kutuplasmalarina yer verilirken Ortadogu’ya
stabil bir goriiniim kazandirmaya ¢alismistir. Ancak bakildiginda bolgenin stabil
bir yapiya kavusmasi mevcut ortamda olas1 durmamaktadir. Bolgede orta veya
uzun vadede istikrarl bir baris saglanmasi hayalperestlik olacagi goriilmektedir.
Bolgenin yapisi itibariyle iilkelerin i¢ ve dig siyasetlerinde yasanacak kaymalar
sonucunda Ortadogu’da saflar yeniden degisecege benzemektedir. Kitapta
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yapilan Tiirkiye degerlendirmesinde mevcut siyasi rejim {izerinden gidilmis,
Tiirkiye'nin milli gii¢ unsurlariyla bolgesel aktor olamayacagina yer verilmistir.
Akla gelen “Tiirkiye bolgesel aktor olma kabiliyetini sahipken bunu mevcut
siyasi yapiyla mi kaybetmistir?” sorusuna kitapta tatmin edici bir cevap
bulunamamastir.

Kitap Ortadogu’'nun Arap Bahar1 6ncesi ve sonrasiyla bolge siyasetinde yer
alan {iilkelerin basarili bir fotografin1 g¢ekmistir. Tiim oyuncular1 tek kitapta
toplamas1 amaciyla literatiire katki saglayacaktir. Bolgeye ilgi duyan bilim
adami, kamuoyu ve politikacilar agisindan kitabin énemli bir kaynak oldugunu
diisiiniiyorum. Ancak boélgenin dinamik yapisi sebebiyle kitap uzun vadede
giincelligini koruyamayabilecektir.

© 2020. This work is licensed under the terms and conditions of the Creative
BY Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
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Wolfgang Bauer. Calinan Hayatlar: Boko Haram ve Afrika’min Kalbindeki Terdr. (Die
Geraubten Madchen Boko Haram und der Terror im Herzen Afrikas),
ingilizcesinden geviren: Sergen Ozhan, Kor Kitap Yayinevi, Istanbul, 2018.
[Wolfgang Bauer. Stolen Girls: Survivors of Boko Haram Tell Their Story. The New
Press, New York, 2017.]

Kitap 1970 dogumlu, haftalik Die Zeit Dergisi icin ¢alisan, yaptig1 roportajlarla
Katolik Medya Odiilii ve Savas Muhabirleri Odiilii gibi ddiiller almig Alman
gazeteci ve muhabir Wolfgang Bauer tarafindan kaleme alinmuistir.

Kitabin arka kapak metninde “Baskalarinin acilarina gozlerimizi kapatirsak,
yakinda kendi acilarimiza aglamamiz icten bile degil,” diyen Alman gazeteci
yazar Wolfgang Bauer, 2015’te, binlerce ¢cocuk ve kadini elinde esir tutan, kole
yapan, savascilariyla zorla evlendiren ve hatta intihar eylemlerinde kullanan
teror Orgiitii Boko Haram’in elinden bin bir farkli sekillerle kagmay1 basarabilen
kadin ve c¢ocuklarla konusmus ve kitabin1i bu konusulanlar 1s1ginda
olusturmustur. Tanikliklarin her biri terdr Orgiitiiniin akil almaz suglarini
belgelemekte ve Orgiitiin i¢ yapisina dair kesitler sunmaktadir. S6z konusu, son
yillarda ISID’den bile fazla insan1 katleden (Boko Haram) terdr orglitiidiir.
Getirdigi dliimiin ¢okluguna karsin, hakkinda bilinenler bir o kadar azdir. Nasil
yonetildigi, uzun vadeli amacinin ne oldugu ve kimler tarafindan finanse
edildigi, hangi kararlar1 neden verdigi tam olarak bilinmemektedir (s. 36).
Kitapta konu edilen, yani kacirilan kadinlarin tanikliklart bu sorulara yanit
olmasa bile bu yanitlarin bulunmas: noktasinda katki saglamaktadir. Kitap
ayrica, terdrle miicadele igin, terér magdurlarmin seslerine kulak verilmesi
gerektigini, bu sayede terorle miicadelede basarili olunabileceginin de altiu
cizmektedir.
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Nijerya'min kuzeyinde son yillarda giderek daha da radikallesen gruplar
ortaya ¢ikmaya baglamistir. Ozellikle de dini gruplar ortaya ¢iktiklar: hizla yok
olmakta iken, Boko Haram, bugiine kadar bu kaos ortaminin yarattig1 en yeni ve
en korkung figiir olarak ifade edilmektedir. Burada Boko Haramin giicii, ona
kars1 miicadele eden devletin giigsiizliigii ile dogru orantili olmaktadir (devlet
ne kadar giigsiizse, dini temelli tarikat bir o kadar giigliidiir) (s. 42). Kiigiik ¢caplh
bir ibadet grubu olarak yola ¢ikan topluluk, giiniimiizde yaklasik elli bin silahl1
militaniyla savas glicii yiiksek bir ordu haline gelmistir. Yedi milyonu askin
insan kagis halindeyken binlerce insanin kolelestirildigi ifade edilmektedir.
Nijerya hiikiimetinin verilerine gore yaklasik yirmi bin insanin hayatini
kaybettigi bu terdr catismalarinda bir¢ok Slenin kaydimin hig¢ tutulmadig: da
bilinmektedir.

Ik ortaya ¢kt yillarda “Yusufgular’ olarak bilinen Boko Haram,
karizmatik bir vaiz olan Muhammed Yusuf etrafinda toplanmis, kat1 inanglari
olan kiiciik ve radikal bir gruptur. Muhammed Yusuf, 2000 yilinda agilimi
‘Kafirlige Son ve Siinniligin Insas1 Toplulugu’ olan izala Hareketi'nden ayrildig
tahmin edilmektedir. Izala Hareketi, Nijerya’daki ilk Islami reform hareketi
sayillmaktadir. Bu hareket, ¢ok sayidaki yerel gelenek goreneklere karsi
miicadele etmis ve yerine herkes icin gecerli Islam hukukunu, seriatini tesis
etmek istemistir (s. 45).

Boko Haram’in siddet yoluyla kurmaya calistig1 ve ‘Halifelik’ olarak
adlandirdigi devlet diizeni cogu zaman muglak kalmistir. Tktidarlarin
baslangicini neredeyse istisnasiz olarak kanli cinayetler olusturmaktadir.
Savascilar, onlar i¢in tehlikeli olabilecek herkesi, devletin giivenlik giicleri adina
calismis veya Orgiite katilmay1 reddeden geng erkekleri katletmekte, kendilerine
has Islam yorumuna karsi ¢ikan din adamlarmi da ayni sekilde acimadan
oldiirmektedir. Boko Haram’in imparatorlugunu {izerine insa etmeye calistig
temeli koleler olusturmaktadir. Bu baglamda geng erkekleri silah altina almakta,
geng kadinlar (¢ogu kez yaslar1 9’a 10’a kadar inebilen, Kuran't dogru diizgiin
okuyana 6diil olarak sunulan, orgiit iiyeleriyle yapilacak siddet de igeren bir
evlilik) da evlendirmektedir. Yagsi ilerlemis kadinlar ise kole statiisiinde
kullanilmaktadir. Kitlesel tecaviizler icin lojistigi Boko Haram, kdylerde kurdugu
toplama kamplar1 agindan saglamaktadir. Kamplar, kadimnlar1 ayristirmaya,
itaatkar hale getirmeye ve onlara Islim egitimi vermeye hizmet etmektedir.
Intihar eylemleri gerceklestirmeleri igin segilen kizlar igin de ayri egitim
merkezleri bulunmaktadir. Herhangi bir yenilgi durumunda Boko Haram
kadinlar1 savas konvoyuna katarak ormana (Sambisa Ormanina) kagirmaktadir.
Kadinlar Boko Haram’in goziinde, onlarin genlerini tasiyan birer kaptan ibarettir
(s. 62). Bu kitapta isimleri giivenlikleri nedeniyle degistirilerek deginilen
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kadinlarin ve ¢ocuklarin yasadiklar1 giintimiiz modern diinyasinin pek de ilgi
alanma girmemis konuyu bilmek dahi istememislerdir; ta ki 2014 yilina kadar.
2014’te 14 Nisan1 15 Nisan’a baglayan gece Nijerya'da kii¢iik bir kent olan
Chibok’taki bir yatili okuldan 276 kiz 6grenci, bir Boko Haram timi tarafindan
kagirilmis, zorla kamyona bindirilerek bugiine kadar kurtulamadiklar1 Sambisa
Ormani’'na gotiiriilmiislerdir. Bu olay sonrasinda Boko Haram’in bu vahseti tiim
diinya mansetlerine konu olmustur. Hatta donemin ABD Baskaninin esi Michelle
Obama ‘Bring back our girls’ (kizlarimizi geri verin) talebiyle bir kampanya
baslatmistir. Chibok baskini, akil almaz olani ete kemige biiriindiirmiistiir. Artik
binlerce kadin ve ¢ocugun Boko Haram’in elinde esir oldugu, ¢ogunun da
Sambisa Ormani ve batakliklarinda tutuldugu diistintilmektedir.

Yazar, fotografci ve cevirmenden olusan bir ekibin, Temmuz 2015’te ve daha
sonra da Ocak 2016’da, Boko Haram’in kole kamplarindan ka¢gmay1 basarmis
kadin ve c¢ocuklarla goriismeleri sonrasinda hazirlanan bu kitap, Nijerya
hiikiimetinin yillardir sémiirii altinda kaybolup giden ekonomisi, devlet
yonetiminde ve siyasetinde yasanan yolsuzluklari, dini inanglar1 sebebiyle zulme
maruz kalan vatandaslari, Boko Haram’in héld devam eden vahsi terorii
hakkinda bilgi vermesi ve zulmii yasayanlarin seslerini diinya kamuoyuna
duyurmasi bakimindan biiyiik 6nem tasimaktadir.

© 2020. This work is licensed under the terms and conditions of the Creative
BY Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
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