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ABSTRACT

Women’s marital status has always been a controversial issue for the public
opinion over the centuries because a woman’s gender almost always brings her
certain limitations and expectations. The gender norms imposed on people and
the stereotyped gender roles usually determine the attitude towards women in
many countries. This study aims to examine two dramatic works “The Mary
Play” and “The Roaring Girl”” which show the attitude towards women both in
the Medieval and in the Early Modern England. The attitude towards women in
terms of gender norms and the concept of marriage are analysed in both plays,
and it is seen that the accepted gender roles in these two plays are so similar to
each other that the femininity and the marital status of both female characters are
at the center of public concern. Yet, there is a certain attitude in both plays
contradictory to the patriarchal mindset of femininity, marriage and motherhood,
which can be regarded as a pioneer of feminism that will emerge a few centuries
later.

Keywords: Gender Roles, Woman, Protofeminism, The Mary Play, The Roaring
Girl

0z

Kadinlarin evli olup olmamalart yiizyillardir toplum iginde tartisma yaratan bir
konu olagelmigtir, zira bir kadiin cinsiyeti ona neredeyse her zaman belli basli
kisitlamalar ve beklentiler getirir. Bir¢ok iilkede kadinlara karsi olan tutumu
insanlara  dayatilan cinsivyet normlart ve kaliplagsmis cinsiyet rolleri
belirlemektedir. Bu ¢alismada, Ingiltere’de hem Ortacag hem de Erken Modern
Dénem’de kadinlara karsi tutumu yansitan “The Mary Play” ve “The Roaring
Girl” isimli iki oyun incelenecektir. Bu oyunlarda kadinlara karst tutum, cinsiyet
normlart ve evlilik kavrami bakimindan bir incelemeye tabi tutulmus ve
goriilmiistiiv ki her iki oyunda da toplumca normal kabul edilen cinsiyet rolleri
birbirine ¢ok benzemektedir ve her iki kadin karakterin kadn olmalari dolayisiyla
evli olup olmamalar: yasadiklar: toplum igin birer merak ve endise konusudur.
Nitekim, her iki oyunda da kadinlik, evlilik ve annelik ile alakali ataerkil diisiince
yapisina ters diigen bir tutum goérmek miimkiindiir, ki bu da birkag yiizyil sonra
ortaya ¢ikacak olan feminizm igin dncii bir tutum olarak kabul edilebilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cinsiyet Rolleri, Kadin, Protofeminizm, The Mary Play, The
Roaring Girl

Auficin (How to cite): Sanal Y. The Attitudes Towards Women in The Mary Play and The Roaring Girl.
Atatiirk Universitesi Kadin Aragtirmalar1 Dergisi, 2021; 3 (1): 1-15
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INTRODUCTION

Women have always been at the
center of discussions throughout the
history of humanity. They have been
regarded as sinful or weak in creation, and
classified as virgin, maiden, wife, mother,
widow, barren, spinster, wench, whore,
witch, and so on with regards to their
marital status. For many centuries, even
the social rights given to women were
shaped according to their marital status.
Most importantly, women were treated as
the lower gender and were neglected as a
human being in most societies where men
were dominant and women  were
oppressed, which is referred to as
patriarchy. As a matter of fact, the result
of patriarchy is usually the inequality and
suppression of women. The prolonged
oppression of women raised many voices
over  centuries, and caused the
longstanding  debate  about  gender
inequality which eventually gave way to a
new philosophy called ‘feminism’, which
can simply be defined as “the belief in
social, economic, and political equality of
the sexes”
(https://www.britannica.com/topic/feminis
m). Probably the longest movement in
history, in consequence of the studies on
human  rights opposing patriarchy,
feminism first emerged in France at the
end of the 1700s with the effect of the
French Revolution, spread all over the
world from there, and continues to exist as
a philosophy that is still valid today.

In fact, long before the French
Revolution, gender had always been a
central focus, and femininity a subject
matter for many people. “Although the
term “feminism” has a history in English
linked with women’s activism from the
late nineteenth century to the present, it is
useful to distinguish feminist ideas or
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beliefs from feminist political movements,
for even in periods where there has been
no significant political activism around
women’s subordination, individuals have
been concerned with and theorized about
justice for women”
(https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminist-
philosophy/). Indeed, it is possible to come
across the pioneers of feminism, namely
the protofeminists, in ancient civilizations

that lived thousands of years ago.
Therefore, as Iplikci Ozden (2016)
suggests, feminism should not be

considered as a contemporary approach or
dating back to only a few centuries ago,
because traces of feminism can be seen
even in the ancient Greek literature. For
instance, powerful female characters can
be found in the works of Sappho and
Aristophanes, and especially
Aristophanes’s  Lysistrata can  be
considered as a literary work that forms
the basis of the development process of
feminism. Plato, also, discusses the gender
discrimination and the situation of woman
in The Republic (c. 375 BC). In Book V,
while comparing and contrasting the
attitude towards women among the
humanbeings with the attitude towards the
females among the dogs, he points out that
it is only peculiar to the mankind to
differentiate the females from the males in
the social sphere. Moreover, he argues that
women and men should be treated equally
(Plato, 1937).

Actually, the inequality between
genders was a fact which existed much
earlier than the Ancient Greeks. In the
ancient Mesopotamia, as Bottéro (2001)
points out, the wives were entirely under
the authority of their husbands, and social
constraints were not kind to them. The
head of the household and the supreme
authority both in the government and in
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the home was the husband whereas women
were regarded at all levels as inferior to
men and treated as such. Yet, the first
known female poet in history, who lived in
the 23" century BC, Akkadian high-
priestess Enheduanna’s position of great
power and influence on the culture of her
time makes her a distintive woman who
attracts the attention of the feminists even
today.

Traces of feminism could be found
in the Medieval Age too, especially in the
works of Geoffrey Chaucer and Christine
de Pisan. Chaucer’s Wife of Bath (c. 1405-
1410) and Pisan’s The Book of the City of
Ladies (1405) both portray experienced
and powerful women which makes them
the forerunners of the feminist philosophy
in the Medieval Era. Next to Pisan, Laura
Cereta could be regarded as one the first
feminist philosophers, or protofeminists,
who lived long before the emergence of
feminism as a distinctive philosophy.
Cereta’s writing in the form of letters,
published in 1488 as a series of
manuscripts, discusses women’s education
and marriage in which she fervently
protests those who believe that women are
not able to attain eloquence in any subject
through education, and that a learned
woman is scarcely seen in the world
(Cereta, 1997).

The Early Modern Era, particularly
the 17" century, witnessed many female
writers discussing the situation of their
own gender, who objected the abuse of
married woman, defended the worth of
women and equality between sexes
particularly in terms of education, such as
Jane Anger, Moderata Fonte, Margaret
Cavendish, Margaret Fell, Hannah
Woolley, Bathsua Makin, and Mary Astell.
The first English woman to earn a living
by a writing career in the 17th century,

Sanal

Aphra  Behn, too, supported and
contributed to women's freedom to think
and to express their thoughts and thus to
feminism. For instance, her The Forc’d
Marriage (1670), The Rover (1677), The
Roundheads (1680), and The City Heiress
(1682) deal with gender inequality, and the
male-dominated institution of marriages,
while ridiculing the male authorities and
annihilating the streotypical gender roles.

As for the religious point of view;
in the Pauline Epistles, thirteen books of
the New Testament, it seen that St. Paul, a
Christian apostle who spread the teachings
of Jesus Christ in the 1% century, argues
that Adam was not the one deceived; it
was the woman who was deceived and
became a sinner, and claims that a woman
can only be saved through childbearing if
they continue in faith, love and holiness
with propriety
(https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?s
earch=1%20Timothy+2&version=NI1V).
Therefore, women should get married
since they are in need of shelter and
protection by men in order to be prevented
from making mistakes or committing sins.
They should also be loyal to their
husbands in full submission in order to
reach salvation and to be protected from
damnation. Since the Pauline Epistles, or
the Letters of Paul, are among the earliest
extant Christian texts, they provide us to
see the general attitude towards women in
the 1% century world, which continued to
be valid even after centuries.

The dominant view or general
attitude regarding female members of the
society was that they were weaker than the
males both physically and emotionally,
and most importantly, they were potential
sinners. Therefore, young girls were
expected to make a proper marriage in
order to find shelter, and since women
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were believed to be destined to marry and
become mothers, the aim of a young girl’s
life was beyond doubt marriage. Besides,
as Alkan (2018) points out, “women were
not offered any option other than marriage,
and were not given any role in the society
other than being a wife and mother”. The
majority of the society thought that women
should always stay behind men and
continue their lives as assisstants to them,
and if there was a woman who did not
want to marry, she was regarded as strange
in the eyes of the society. Furthermore,
“single women were not permitted to live
alone; instead, they were supposed to live
with their male relatives or join the
convent and become a nun. Child care was
one the most important duties of women
because motherhood was the most
praiseworthy destination in a woman’s
life” (Sanal, 2018). As Gerda Lerner
(1987) suggests, “the traditionalist
explanation of female subordination
focuses on woman’s reproductive capacity
and sees in motherhood woman’s chief
goal in life, by implication defining as
defiant women who do not become
mothers”.

Female subordination and male
supremacy, of course, gave rise to many
opposing views which contributed to the
emergence of the feminist philosophy. The
pioneering ideas that led to the birth of
feminism, which may as well be called
protofeminism, could also be seen in many
literary works. Thus, in order to survey the
attitudes toward the female gender from
the Middle Ages to the Renaissance in
England, The Mary Play (dated between
1450-1500) and The Roaring Girl (ca.
1610) could be examined since they are
two basic sources which show both the
medieval and the early modern societies
and traditions along with the accepted
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gender norms. Both plays deal with female
subordination and male supremacy in a
critical way, which makes them
representatives of protofeminism. Hence,
analysing the attitude towards women in
these two plays written before the
appearance of feminism will help us to
better understand the conditions of women
that paved way for the formation and

development feminist theory several
centuries later.
The Mary Play And The

Medieval Attitude Towards Women

Originally published in the N-Town
(or the N.Town) Plays, the manuscript of
the English mystery plays telling the
Biblical history from the Creation to the
Judgement Day, which consists of 42
plays, The Mary Play was staged as part of
a cycle like the other English mystery
plays such as York and Chester cycles. As
for the location of the N-Town cycle, Prof.
Peter Meredith (1997) states that the
Middle English Dialect Survey has placed
the main scribe of the N-Town manuscript
in south central Norfolk. The Mary Play
has survived since the late 15™ century
which is a unique text that tells the story
of Virgin Mary, and her parents. It deals
with her early life, how she was born,
grew up, and got married, and ends when
Mary and her husband Joseph take their
leave from Elizabeth and Zachary’s house.
Because it starts from the story of her
parents Anne and Joachym, it also reveals
a clearer idea about the public life of the
time.

As it is seen in the play, Joachym
and Anne, Virgin Mary’s parents, were
both barren. They were not allowed to
make a sacrifice to God in the feast called
Festum Encenniorum in Jerusalem by the
priest, Ysakar, because neither of them
was fruitful. Nevertheless, from the very
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beginning of the play Joachym seems to
accept their being barren and he does not
say any accusing words about or toward
his wife Anne. Instead, he mentions her as
‘blessed’ and he prays God to have mercy
on his wife:

Punish me, Lord, and spare my

blessed wife Anne

Who sits and sorrows full sore in

my absence.

There is no one may profit, but

prayer in your presence.

With prayers, prostrate, before thy

person | weep;

Have mind of our vow for your

much magnificence,

And my most loving wife, Anne,

Lord for thy mercy keep. (159 -

165)

Considering that they live in a
patriarchal societ, and that there were not
any medical treatments for this at that
time, it is quite a fair and equal attitude of
a husband toward his wife. The aim of the
playwright seems to show that the real
relationship between husband and wife
should be like Anne and Joachym’s
marriage. Joachym and the rest of the
society do not show a unilateral approach
to their situation. Instead, Joachym blames
himself for their barrenness as he leaves
the city of Nazareth in sorrow and shame.

Anne, in the meantime, blames
herself and prays God for his mercy. She
is now left alone, so she can easily be
harmed and offended by other people.
During Joachym’s absence an angel
appears to Anne, and says that they will
have a child who should be called Mary.
After Joachym returns home, they share
their happiness. However, it is not clear
what Joachym actually thinks this time
because he says:
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Ah, gracious wife Anne,

fruitful shall you be!

For joy of this meeting, in my soul

I weep. (239 - 240)

The first sentence is ambigious
because it both gives the idea that
Joachym says so as he thinks he is still
barren but Anne is now fruitful, and also
he might have thought Anne was
responsible for their barrenness from the
beginning and now she has become fruitful
by God’s mercy. But the first idea looks
more correct because Anne will bear the
baby without having an intercourse with
her husband. The playwright, again, shows
a fair attitude towards the wife rather than
being one-sided.

Although they live in a male-
dominated society, in the play, the married
couples do not seem to accept the husband
as a leader rather than a protector for the
wife in marriage. Both Joachym and Anne,
Elizabeth and Zachary, and even Mary and
Joseph have high respect for one another
and they get on well with each other. Anne
calls Joachym as “husbonde so hende™*
which means he is both her husband and a
close friend. The play, indeed, portrays a
marriage that is not male-dominated, at
least ideally, with the aim of showing that
the Virgin Mary came from such a family
that shall be an example for the rest of the
world.

now

The play also portrays the social
norms of the time regarding marriage and
reproduction. It is seen that marriage was
considered to be a highly respected social
institution as men and women were
supposed to take part in the continuity of
life by getting married. Besides, families

! “Hende” is on OId English word which was
commonly used by Geoffrey Chaucer, meaning both
gentle, friendly, kind, gracious, and near, close, handy
within the context it was used.
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bereft of a child were usually degraded by
the rest of the society, they were even not
allowed to make a sacrifice to God like
Joachym and Anne. Nonetheless, virginity
was regarded as the perfect status for both
men and women, and it was highly
respectable to have strong resistance to
bodily temptations and stay as a maiden.
For this reason, as it is seen in the play,
when Mary is only three years old, her
mother asks her whether she is going to be
a pure maiden and also God’s wife. Upon
her agreement, Anne and Joachym take
Mary to the temple to be raised as a
maiden. Thus, Mary grows up in the
temple with five maidens, but when she is
only fourteen years old, the law commands
her to get married, so Joseph is chosen by
the bishop to marry her.

There is not any information in the
play about the age that men should marry
according to the law. So, the law might be
only for females as Joseph, Mary’s
husband, is told to be an old man who
actually wants to live and die a celibate in
the play. Therefore it is clear that there
were laws mostly for women about their
marital status. The reason of this might be
the supposed role of females, i.e.
childbearing, insomuch that they had to
get married after they became fertile. The
bishop refers to this law when he talks
about Mary’s marriage, as well:

Listen, my lords, both high and

low,

And tenderly take heed unto my
saw.

Be obedient and benign your bishop
to know,

For I am that lord that made this
law.

With hearts so faithful, hearken
now!
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Your damsels to wedding, yea, look

that ye draw,

That are past fourteen years, for

that which ye owe.

The law of God biddeth this saw:

That at fourteen years of age,

Every damsel, whoso she be,

To the increase of more plenty,

Should be brought in good degree

Unto her spousage. (594 - 606)

Here, as the bishop states,
according to the law young girls who reach
fourteen years of age should be married in
order for the reproduction of humanbeings.
On the other hand, Joseph is worried that it
is very strange for an old man like him to
marry a young girl. But this marriage is
actually perfect for both of them because
Joseph is so old that he even cannot walk
properly, and thus he will not be able to
act like a real husband for Mary who
wants to live as a maiden, and he can as
well stay chaste for the rest of his life. Yet,
he is also concerned about the public
opinion of their marriage because of the
age difference between them, and says:

Ah! Should I have her, ye lose my

life.

Alas, dear God, should | now rave?

An old man may never thrive

With a young wife, so God me

save.

Nay, nay, sir, let be!

Should I now in age begin to dote?

If 1 her chide she would clout my

coat,

Blear my eye and pick out a mote,

And thus oftentimes it is seen. (849

- 857)

It is noteworthy here that he uses
the word “have” instead of “marry” in the
first sentence. Even the bishop uses the
same word when he asks Joseph if he
accepts Mary as his wife. This might mean
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that they see marriage as a kind of trade in
which men take women under their control
when they are tied with the bond of
marriage. But Joseph cannot actualize this
deed due to his old age, and instead he
behaves as a kind and caring husband after
he agrees to be “her warden and keeper”.
The play, here, depicts a different idea on
marriage for the husband is seen as a care-
taker for the wife. Joseph’s attitude to his
wife is clearly seen in this speech of him:

Mary wife and maid most gracious,

Displease you not, | pray you, S0

long | have been.

I have hired for us a little pretty

house

And right easily we may

therein. (1030 — 1033)

Her husband wants to keep Mary
away from rumours and all other
displeasures that could arise from the
curiosity of the society. Therefore, he hires
a small house where they may live in
seclusion. It appears that the bishop shares
the same concerns with Joseph as he says
that there will be rumours about them due
to the age difference between them. So he
sends three maidens to watch over Mary.
Her mother advises her to be an obedient
and meek wife, and calls her “my dowtere
3yng”? indicating that she knows her
daughter is still so young to get married.
Fourteen is a really young age to get
married, yet they have to obey the law.
Furthermore, the basic role of women in
the society was considered to become a
mother and the chief purpose of marriage
was bearing and raising children.
However, in the case of Mary and Joseph,
it does not seem possible for them to have
children.

live

2 my daughter young ( the Mary Play, line 977)
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Joseph himself is fully aware of
this, and he tells his wife to keep herself
clean when he goes to work in a different
country. It is also notable that even Mary
prays God to save her husband from
shame, and she stays with her maidens
who are there to make sure she keeps
herself clean. When he is away, the angel
Gabriel appears to Mary and tells her that
she is going to bear the son of the Trinity,
who shall be called Jesus. Again Mary is
concerned about her maidenhood and the
public opinion, as well. Yet, Gabriel tells
her that her barren cousin Elizabeth’s
expecting a baby in her old age might be
seen as a proof of Mary’s prophesied
pregnancy by the society:

And see, Elizabeth, your cousin

there,

She hath conceived a son in her age

This is the sixth month of her

passage,

Of her that was called barren --

Nothing is impossible to God's

usage. (1318 - 1322)

Gabriel informs Mary that it is the
sixth month of her cousin’s pregnancy, and
she is going to have a son. She used to be
infertile in her youth, yet it is God who
makes everything possible. However, on
Joseph’s return, since Mary is ashamed
and frightened of being seen by people,
they go to Montana to visit Elizabeth and
her husband Zachary in order to praise
Elizabeth’s miraculous pregnancy. They
decide to stay there till the birth of
Elizabeth’s baby and help her during the
last trimester of her pregnancy. The play
ends as Mary and Joseph take their leave
after the birth of Elizabeth’s son, John.

Considering that The Mary Play
shows the attitude towards the female sex
and the role of women in society in the
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medieval times, the play seems to depict a
non-patriarchal approach to the
relationship between men and women,
which could also be regarded as a
protofeminist approach. Martti Nissinen
draws the attention to a different aspect
and states that women’s role in
reproduction was considered to be passive
as a woman’s body was seen as the soil for
a seed only. Men had the active role in
reproduction and gave the seed which
contained the origin of life. But with the
developments in medical sciences, the
better understanding of women’s body
helped to change this opinion about
women and their role in the continuity of
life in relation with their status in the
society (1998).

The Roaring Girl And The Early
Modern Attitude Towards Women

The Mary Play gives us information
about Jesus Christ’s mother Virgin Mary,
the most well-known female figure all
over the world, and the society in which
she was born and raised. The Roaring
Girl, on the other hand, presents a
completely different female figure that
lived in the Early Modern London, which
tells the story of a ‘disorderly’ woman
named Moll Cutpurse. Like The Mary
Play, it shows the customs and the public
life of its time, as well.

First published in 1611, the play
was co-written by Thomas Middleton and
Thomas Dekker in the form of a city
comedy (also called ‘citizen comedy’), a
popular genre of Jacobean drama, which
satirically handles the life and manners of
the London middle-class. The character of
Moll is based on the real life story of a
notorious pickpocket, Mary Frith, also
known as Moll Frith or Moll Cutpurse,
who used to dress up like a man. Her
second nickname “the roaring girl” derives
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from “the roaring boy”, a term used for
young men who used to drink a lot and
fight noisily on the streets. However, Moll,
in Dekker and Middleton’s play, differs
from the real life person as she is actually
decent and honest unlike the public
opinion about her (https://www.historic-
uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Moll
-Frith/).

The play begins as Sebastian
Wengrave plans to woo Moll Cutpurse to
make his father allow his marriage to Mary
Fitzallard supposing that if he pretends to
be in love with another girl who is socially
low and publicly known as a criminal, his
father will think Mary is a better daughter-
in-law for him and eventually let them
marry even though she does not have a
large dowry. However, when Sir
Alexander Wengrave overhears Sebastian
wooing Moll, he calls it an ‘improper’
marriage and decides to pursue her in
order to ruin her reputation. To his relief,
Mary Fitzallard is the one whom Sebastian
secretly marries. Sir Alexander forgives
them at once and blesses the newly wed
couple. At the end of the play, Sebastian’s
father asks for Moll’s pardon and says that
he will not judge anybody just according
to the public opinion any more.

The attitude towards women differs
from one woman to another depending on
their social status in this play. Mary
Fitzallard is respected by others because
she is the daughter of Sir Guy Fitzallard
while Moll is seen as a potential thief and
a whore. The play does not give clear
information about Moll’s occupation, but
it is obvious that she knows quite a lot
about London and the underworld of the
time. The text does not tell Moll’s age
either but she should be young enough for
Sebastian to regard her considerable for
marriage. Lord Noland also asks her when

2021;3(1): 1-15


https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Moll-Frith/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Moll-Frith/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Moll-Frith/

she will get married at the end of the play.
So she should be in her early twenties
which is the age of marriage for a woman
in most societies at that time, and even
today. Moll’s cross-dressing and her
attitude towards marriage were the two
things which challenged the stereotypical
female ideal of the time; hence both her
femininity and her reputation were usually
attacked by the patriarchal society. For
example, Laxton, one of the gallants in the
play who pursue women flirtatiously,
courts Moll and thinks that she is morally
loose because she dresses like a man, and
regards her a prostitute.

When Sebastian first woos Moll, he
does not think of what she might feel or
think about that. He just ignores her
feelings because he only seems to care
about his situation with Mary. He knows
that his father will certainly diagree with
his marriage to Moll, and Mary is
preferable without any doubt for Sir
Alexander as he himself thinks that Moll is
not a suitable girl to marry and she has a
bad name for her behaviours in public. It is
obvious that Sebastian is prejudiced
against Moll, too. Even Mary thinks the
same way which is seen in their speech
when they talk about their plan:

Sebastian. [To Mary] This is the roaring

wench must do us good.
Mary. No poison, sir, but serves us for
some use,
Which IS confirmed in her.

(Act IV Sc.l, 147- 149)

As Srivastava et al. (2017) suggest
“patriarchy can be defeated if women
recognize their own value and strength,
establish a sisterhood of trust with other
women”. However, it is understood that
Mary is also prejudiced against Moll,
which corroborates the public opinion and
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the contemptuous attitude toward Moll;
and what is more, Mary Fitzallard seems
to look down upon Moll, someone of the
same gender as herself, just because Moll
has become publicly notorious because of
her ‘so-called” uncommon behaviours. For
example, Moll usually dresses like a man
and sometimes wears the female and male
outfits together at the same time which
makes her look androgynous most of the
time. Even Laxton and Trapdoor do not
recognise her in man’s clothing. But
androgyny gives Moll freedom as she can
walk and talk the way she likes, and she is
able to fight when she wears a male outfit.
She wants the tailor to make her clothes
comfortable, too, as seen in this speech:
Tailor. You change the fashion; you
say you'll have the great Dutch

slop,

Mistress Mary.
Moll. Why, sir, | say so still.
Tailor. Your breeches then will

take up a yard more.

Moll. Well, pray look it be put in

then.

Tailor. It shall stand round and full,

| warrant you,

Moll. Pray make 'em easy enough.

Tailor. I know my fault now: t'other

was somewhat stiff between the

legs;

I'l' make these open enough, |

warrant you. (Act Il. Sc.ll, 81 -

90)

According to Moll the
comfortableness of an outfit is more
important than how it looks. Therefore,
she even prefers male clothes in order to
feel as easy as possible, and it has become
a habit of her to dress like a man.
Furthermore, she is most commonly
referred with the generic name “Jack”
when she is in male attire. For instance,
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Sir Davy Dapper’s son Jack calls Moll
“Master Captain Jack” (Act V, Sc.l, 1).

It is understood that wearing both
male and female outfits at the same time
was becoming more popular among people
in England in the first quarter of the 17"
century and this arose criticism against
cross-dressing and hermaphroditism, i.e.
combining elements of the dresses of both
sexes. Anonymously published in 1620,
Hic Mulier or The Man-Woman criticises
the increasing inclination between women
to wear man’s clothing. The writer of this
pamphlet claims that women who look like
men by attire would behave like men, and
that makes them neither man nor woman
which is good for nothing
(https://web.archive.org/web/20110519050
728/http://www.english.ucsb.edu/teaching/
resources/reading_lists/renaissance/hic_m
ulier.asp). Haec-Vir or The Womanish-
Man was published in the same year as a
response to Hic Mulier, focusing on
mostly men in female clothing with a more
tolerant approach to cross-dressing. The
anonymous writer of the pamphlet argues
that clothes should be worn to make
people warm or comfortable, and there
should not be any restrictions on clothing
even if the wearer is a woman or a man
unless it is excessive
(https://johnwesleeellisetchison.wordpress.
com/primary-documents/haec-vir-or-the-
womanish-man-1620/). Moll  prefers
wearing  comfortable  clothes,  too;
however, she almost always dresses up
like a man which makes it harder for
people to tell if she is a woman or not.

Apart from wearing fine clothes
women are also supposed to like jewellery
as Sir Alexander claims when he is leaving
his valuables out thinking that Moll will
steal them. He hangs up his ruff band with
the diamond at it supposing that she will
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like it the best. However, Moll only
comments on the gems and does not
attempt to steal them. She does not pay
attention to the beauty or attraction of
them at all because she prefers
comfortable and handy garments rather
than heavy jewellery. It is clear that she
does not pay attention to the outer look or
what people think of her garments.

Since Moll is suspected to be a
whore, Sir Alexander plans to prove this
publicly in order to ruin her reputation and
to prevent his son’s marriage with her. But
he does not really know whether she is a
whore or not. Perhaps, he would have not
thought about it at all if his son had not
proposed to her. He acts in a defensive and
destructive way at the same time taking
the public opinion about Moll to a worse
point. It is not even clear if the society is
certainly sure that she is a whore. Larry
Champion has noted that these social
assumptions were arising either from
chauvinistic sexual innuendo or from her
refusal to accept the streotyped role
indicated by a male-dominated society
(1985). Moll is expected to marry someone
if she wants to prove her dignity in the
eyes of the society. However, she strongly
refuses to succumb to that androcentrism.

Sir Alexander aims to slander Mary
Fitzallard, too, just because he does not
want his son to marry her. Although she is
the daughter of Sir Guy Fitzallard and
from a noble family, Sir Alexander says
“What is she but a beggar’s heir?”(Act I,
Sc.Il, 87). His assumptions cannot go far
from being only a piece of gossip because
she is already respected due to her father’s
status, but Moll, being defenseless, is at
the center of calumny. The rumours about
Moll being a street walker spread so
quickly by means of Laxton because he
believes that she is dissolute for she wears
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male clothes. He thinks that Moll dresses
up like this in order to attract attention.
Yet, even though he expects her to wear a
shag ruff, a frieze jerkin, and a short
sword, he does not recognize her at first
sight when she meets him in male attire.
Indeed, Laxton presumes that she is a
hired whore and wants her to come into
the coach as they can be spied, but this
makes Moll furious. She then makes the
following critical comment on him and the
gallants in general:

Moll. To teach thy base thoughts

manners! Thou' rt one of those
That thinks each woman thy fond
flexible whore:
If she but cast a liberal eye upon
thee,

Turn back her head, she's thine; or
amongst company,
By chance drink first to thee, then
she's quite gone,
There's no means to help her; nay,
for a need,
Wilt swear unto thy credulous
fellow lechers
That thou' rt more in favour with a
lady

At first sight than her monkey all

her lifetime. (Act 11, Sc.l, 72-80)

According to Moll, Laxton is one of
those base men who suppose all women
have the tendency to become a whore, and
due to such an attitude towards them there
are many women whose reputation have
been ruined by slanderers or who have
been compelled to prostitute themselves.
She ends her lengthy speech saying that
she herself is not a whore and will never
be:

I scorn to prostitute myself to a

man,

| that can prostitute a man to me! —
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And so | greet thee. (Act Ill, Sc.I,
111-113)

After this conversation about men
defaming and belittling women, Moll
considers Laxton as the representative of
all the slanderers, thus they fight which
results in  Moll’s wounding Laxton.
Jennifer Low (2003) argues that Moll
resorts to her sword to teach Laxton a
lesson and she does not attempt to prove
her worthiness by fighting as she has
already passed the point where community
opinion affects her. It is true that Moll
gives a lesson to him which might as well
set an example for the others, and she
fights only when a man looks down on a
woman. She says it out loud several times
in the play that she does not care about
what the public opinion is: “Perhaps for
my mad going some reprove me: | please
myself and care not else who loves me.”
(Act V, Sc.ll, 348-349), and “I pursue no
pity - follow the law, and you can cuck®
me, spare not; hang up my viol by me, and
| care not!” (Act V, Sc.ll, 252-254). 1t is
interesting that Moll uses the word ‘mad’
to define herself, but it might be because
she wants to protest the people who call
her ‘mad’ or she uses it on purpose to
imply that she behaves like this
deliberately although this makes her seem
unnatural among society.

As Jennifer Low (2003) states, men
use language as a means to control women,
either directly through commands or
indirectly through slander. Moll is the one
who is slandered the most in the play. Sir
Alexander refers to her as “a scurvy
woman”, “a varlet”, “a naughty pack”, “a
monster with two trinkets”, “a thief”, “a

3 Put on the cucking stool, i.e. an instrument of
punishment that consists a chair in which offenders
were ducked in water, a punishment not used any
more.
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devi | rampant”, and “monstrous
impudence” from the beginning till the end
of the play. Only after he perceives that
Moll did not really intend to marry
Sebastian, he apologizes and says “In
troth, thou'rt a good wench; I'm sorry
now” (Act V, Sc.ll, 227). Apparently, he
realizes his own mistake and the wrong
opinion he had about her. But it is not
clear if he changes his mind for he now
thinks that Moll is a good woman just
because she did not marry Sebastian or
because he really understands Moll’s real
character. If a quick look is taken at his
early speeches about Moll, it leaves a
question mark in one’s mind whether he
really changes his mind about her or not:
Sir Alexander. Didst never, as thou
hast walked about this town,
Hear of a wench called Moll -
Mad, Merry Moll?
Trapdoor. Moll Cutpurse, sir?
Sir Alexander. The same; dost thou
know her then? (Act I, Sc.ll, 119-
122)
Sir Alexander. Methinks her very
name should fright thee from her

And never trouble me.
Sebastian. Why is the name of Moll
S0 fatal, sir?
Sir Alexander. Many one, sir, where
suspect is entered,
For seek all London from one end
to t'other

More whores of that name than of

any ten other. (Act IlI, Sc.ll, 150-

155)

If Sebastian really married Moll, it
does not seem possible that Sir Alexander
would think Moll is actually an honest and
respectable woman rather than a whore
and a thief. Because he abandons his
slanders only after Moll says that she
would never agree to marry Sebastian.
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Indeed, Moll’s opposition to marriage is
seen both at the beginning and at the end
of the play:

Moll. Sir, 1 am so poor to requite

you, you must look for nothing

but thanks of me: | have no humour

to marry: | love to lie o' both sides

o' th' bed myself; and again, o' th’'

other side, a wife, you know, ought

to be obedient, but | fear me | am
too headstrong to obey, therefore

I'll ne'er go about it. | love you so

well, sir, for your good will I'd be

loath you should repent your
bargain after, and therefore we'll
ne'er come together at first. | have
the head now of myself, and am
man enough for a woman; marriage
is but a chopping and changing,
where a maiden loses one head, and
has a worse i' th" place.

(Act I, Sc.Il, 35-45)

Moll. Who, I, my lord? I'll tell you

when, i'faith.

When you shall hear

Gallants void from sergeants' fear,

Honesty and truth unslandered,

Woman  manned  but never

pandered,

Cheaters booted but not coached,

Vessels older ere they're broached,;

If my mind be then not varied,

Next day following, I'll be married.

(Act V, Sc.ll, 216-224)

In the first speech, Moll states that
she prefers to be free rather than live under
the authority of a husband. The French
author and philosopher Simone de
Beauvoir (1953) states that after a girl is
given to a man by her family she takes his
name, gives her virginity, and the
necessary loyalty, joins his religion, enters
his universe, belongs to his family,
participates in his class and environment,
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and eventually becomes a part of the man,
which makes her lose some of the rights
that single women have. It is clear that
Moll does not want to lose the rights of a
single woman, and the liberty to shape her
own life, either. Furthermore, as Wiesner
has noted, female freedom is determined
and limited by male definitions, and the
word “free’ is rarely used when referring
to women (1986).

Both Moll Cutpurse and the Virgin
Mary are, in fact, exceptional. But they are
also seen as problematic, and they are
always under suspicion regarding their
physical  wholeness.  Virginity  was
considered to be the perfect condition for a
female body and a mindset especially
crucial to women in the medieval period
(Schulenburg, 1986). But as it is stated in
Medieval Virginities, “Virginity is a
paradoxical condition, both perfect and
monstrous, defined by both absence and
presence” (Bernau, 2003). It is a perfect
condition for both Mary Fitzallard and
Virgin Mary, but it is monstrous for Moll
Cutpurse for she stands against the ideals
that are determined by others. It is noted in
Women in Early Modern England that
“Virginity was prized in young women,
but after a woman passed the usual age of
marriage, she was an object of suspicion”
(Mendelson and Crawford, 1998). Thus,
the longer Moll will stay single, the more
suspicions and slanders will arise about
her because she does not follow the
idealized social rules for females such as
getting married and childbearing.

These ideals were created by
stereotyping women as maiden, wife,
mother, or widow according to their
marital stages in their lives. Others who
did not fit in these stages were mostly
accused of being a whore or a witch. Even
today, women are described as Ms., Mrs.,
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or Miss* according to their marital status
although men are only defined as ‘Mr.’
which does not show any clue about
whether they are married. The public
concern on a woman does not end with her
marital status. Wives were both idealized
and criticized as mothers (Mendelson ve
Crawford, 1998). If a woman did not have
a child, she was accused of being barren
like Anne and Elizabeth, but if she had one
she could also be suspected about her
chastity like Virgin Mary. Although
marriage had its own disadvantages, it was
better to get married and stay under the
control of a husband rather than being
accused of prostitution. The whores who
represented uncontrolled sexuality were
thought to have lost all womanly qualities,
such as modesty, fidelity, and love, and
that they were capable of all kinds of
villainy (Mendelson ve Crawford, 1998).
This is why Sir Alexander, who supposes
that Moll is a whore, presumes that she is a
thief, too.

As for the married women in the
play, for instance, Mistress Gallipot,
whom Laxton courts, deceives her husband
to give money to Laxton by making up a
story, but when he wants more money she
gets anxious thinking that her husband will
learn the truth. Because, as Eugene A.
Hecker (1972) stated, the law of that time
gave the husband the right to correct and
chastise his wife, and he was to answer her
misbehaviour. At first, the husbands were
allowed to beat their wives, but then they
were prohibited from using any violence to
their wives. Despite the law which gives a
husband authority over his wife,

4 Mrs. is the formal title for a married woman

Ms. is the title for a divorced woman or a woman
whose marital status is unknown

Miss is the formal title for a woman who has never
married
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Hippocrates Gallipot is far from using
violence on his wife as he loves and
protects her all the time, even though he
has been cuckolded by his wife. He is also
bad at seeing the reality about her and
Laxton, and he is easily deceived by his
wife and her wooer. Mr. Gallipot is a
respected citizen with a good fame among
the society while Laxton is only a man
who courts women, drinks and fights.
Therefore, Mr. Gallipot claims his right on
his wife for he sees Laxton as a man with a
lower status. When women get married,
they change their status as well. Now Mrs.
Gallipot is respected due to her husband,
and Mr. Gallipot is worried about her
status too together with his status. While a
married woman could not make any
contract on her own behalf, single women
had the right to make a will or contract,
hold land, and sue without the need of a
guardian as Hecker (1972) stated.
However, marriage was regarded as a
proper stage in a woman’s life. Wedlock
was a way of changing social status for
women, as well. Married women were
more respected by the society, while the
single ones like Moll were always
expected to get married, and if they did
not, they were highly suspected of being a
whore. Why would a woman’s virginity
become a matter of public concern is
uncertain, but it is obvious that the
physical condition of women has always
been an issue for society, which is seen in
both The Mary Play and The Roaring Girl
although they were written in different
centuries.

CONCLUSION

To sum up, it can be said that
Virgin Mary and Moll Cutpurse were at
the center of public concern because of
their femininity. The Mary Play, staged in
the 15th century, and The Roaring Girl,
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staged in the 17th century, shed light on
the attitude towards women in both
Medieval and Early Modern England.
Besides, the time gap between these two
plays shows that the gender norms
imposed on people did not change over the
centuries. A woman’s gender would still
bring her certain limitations and
expectations, and the accepted gender
roles were still the same as they were ages
ago.

Virgin Mary was compelled to get
married when she was only fourteen as the
law commanded. Moll Cutpurse was a
matter of concern for the society as she did
not marry although she was supposed to.
Married women were criticised if they did
not bear any children and they were called
‘barren’, because a woman’s basic duty
was considered  childbearing  only.
Women’s being labelled as potential
sinners who need to be protected by men
with wedlock as stated by St. Paul could
also be pointed out as the reason why
women have been considered dependant
and subsequent to men by nature.

All in all, obviously, patriarchy is
the main cause of female subordination,
and of course an obstacle to the liberty of
women. As a matter of fact, several views
against male supremacy and the
oppression of women have appeared
throughout history, which may as well be
called protofeminism. Protofeminist ideas,
namely the pioneers of ‘feminism’, could
be found in literary pieces like The Mary
Play and The Roaring Girl. It is seen that
there is a certain attitude in both plays
contradictory to the patriarchal mindset of
femininity, marriage and motherhood,
which can be regarded as a pioneer of
feminism that will emerge a few centuries
later. For example, the attitudes of Virgin
Mary’s father Joachym and her husband
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Joseph are quite remarkable because their
behaviors to their wives are on the
contrary to what is expected from a
husband in a patriarchal society. Indeed,
they are far from subordinating their wives
while they are under public concern, which
could be regarded as an example of
protofeminism. The personality of Moll
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ABSTRACT

The present research determined the risk attitudes of women rice farmers in North-central Nigeria.
A structured questionnaire complemented with an interview schedule was used to collect field
survey data of the 2020 rice cropping season from 376 farmers, and data analysis was achieved
using both descriptive and inferential statistics. Generally, the empirical evidence showed that fear
of capital loss due to the cultivation of thinly uneconomic holdings given the poor resource capital
status of the farmers made most of the farmers caught in the web of risk averse. Furthermore, the
gender-wise results showed gender discrimination viz. lack of access to and control of productive
resources that owe to cultural and religious barriers makes most women farmers to be risk averter.
Besides, diseconomies of scale due to non-utilization of social capital pool affected the disposition
of most non-cooperative participating farmers towards risk preference. Based on the findings, it
was inferred that gender and co-operative participation differentials impacted the farmers’ risk
attitudes. In addition, the empirical shreds of evidenceestablished that the risk gap was majorly
due to discrimination effect-structural difference viz. gender and co-operative participation.
Therefore, in order to address farmers’ risk apprehension, there is a need for the farmers,
especially women farmers, to take advantage of the social capital pool to break the jinx of gender
discrimination viz. lack of access to and control over productive resources, thus achieving
economies of scale. In addition, there is a need for overall gender budgeting mainstreaming by the
policymakers, thus shielding women farmers from the vicious cycle of poverty.

Keywords: Risk; Gender, Social Capital, Rice Farmers, North-Central, Nigeria

0z

Bu arastirmada, Nijerya'min kuzeyindeki kadin piring ciftcilerinin risk tutumlart belirlenmistir.
2020 yu piring ekim sezonuna iligkin arastirma verileri yapilandirilmis bir anketle 376 ¢ifici ile
goriisiilerek toplandi ve veri analizi hem tamimlayict hem de ¢ikarimsal istatistikler kullanilarak
gergeklestirildi. Genel olarak, ampirik kanitlar ekonomisi zayif kiiciik isletmelerin tarima bagl
sermaye kaybi korkusunun ciftcilerin ¢ogunun riskten kaginma davramgina neden oldugunu
gGstermigstir. Ayrica, cinsiyet ayrimciligi, kiiltiirel ve dini engellere bagl olarak iiretken
kaynaklara erisim ve kontrol eksikligi, kadn cificilerin ¢ogunu riskten kaginan kisiler haline
getirmektedir. Ilaveten, sosyal sermaye fonunun kullanimamasindan kaynaklanan ekonomi
olgekleri, kooperatifi olmayan cificilerin ¢ogunun risk tercihini etkilemistir. Bulgulara gére,
cinsiyet ve kooperatife katilim farkliliklarmmin cificilerin risk tutumlar iizerinde etkisinin oldugu
sonucuna varimigtir. Buna ek olarak, deneysel kanitlar, risk agigmmin da biiyiik dlgiide cinsiyete ve
kooperatif katilimi gibi etkisel-yapisal farkliliktan kaynaklandigini ortaya koymustur. Bu nedenle,
¢ificilerin risk endisesini gidermek icin, ozellikle de kadin c¢ificilerin cinsiyet ayrimciliginmin
etkisinden kurtulup, kaynaklara erisim ve kontrol eksikligini azaltmak i¢in toplumsal sermaye

fonundan yararlanmasi gerekmektedir. Boylece ekonomik olgekler elde edilir. Ek olarak, kadin

¢iftgilerin yoksullugun kisir dongiisiinden korunmasinda politika yapicilar tarafindan genel
cinsiyet bltcelemesinin yayginlastiriimasina ihtiyag vardur.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Risk, Cinsiyet, Sosyal Sermaye, Piring Ciftcileri, Kuzey Orta, Nijerya
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INTRODUCTION

There is no question that economic
development has been considered a
decisivefactor in reducing poverty (Leekoi
et al., 2014). The incidence of poverty,
however, still appears to be relatively
highparticularly among women, even
during a period of high economic growth. It
seems to some degree that the issue of
poverty is not affected by economic
development. The commonness of risk
among the poor is an important factor
considered to explain the prevalence of
poverty among rural households in
developing countries. Agriculture is a risky
activity by nature, and agricultural
enterprises operate in a risky and uncertain
situation,  especially in  developing
countries (Ullah et al., 2015). Farmers have
little to no control over rainfall and market
prices in developing countries (Sadiq et al.,
2019a). Farmers’ worldwide struggle with
a large degree of uncertainty all day long
(Sadiq et al., 2019b), from not knowing
what the weather vagaries are going to be
like now, to wondering whether the next
moment will increase or decrease market
prices and even not being clear whether the
Fulani herdsmen’s cattle, pests and diseases
will strike his promising various crops and
livestock enterprises tomorrow (Onubuogu
and Esiobu, 2016). Farmers are therefore
compelled to make choices based on
incomplete knowledge and facts.

In  developing countries, the
majority of women live in rural areas,
relying mainly on agriculture as a means of
livelihood. However, farming operations
are subject to various types of risks that are

likely to affect the income of women
households adversely. Therefore, in
particular, women  households are

vulnerable to systemic risks. Owing to their
comparatively small survival margin, the
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consequences of dangerous events will
likely be extreme for women households. as
a result of an unexpected decrease in their
incomes,the non poor can become poor.
Similarly, the plight of those who are
already poor will worsen and, ultimately,
victims may have to face severe difficulties
such as hunger, sickness, starvation, or,
worse still, death. Thus, given the reported
economic growth in developing countries,
this risk related to agricultural activities
explains the incidence of poverty. As a
result, the incidence of poverty, particularly
among women households whose source of
income is agriculture, is relatively high. In
addition, since most women farmers are
poor, households that depend on rain-fed
agriculture experience a negative effect on
their welfare when risks (e.g. droughts and
floods) arise because it has resulted in
various income losses, reduction of
consumption and wealth. Owing to cultural
and religious barriers, the lack of financial
intermediation, and formal insurance,
credit market imperfections and
insufficient infrastructure, most of these
risks are made more complex.

Risks have competed in recent
years, with profitability as a success metric
for producers. Risk analysis is generally
applicable to various areas of agriculture
(Abayomi et al., 2013). risk perception
plays an important role in framing decisions
to resolve expected or experienced risks.

(Hakorimana and Akcaoz, 2020). To
understand the risk  management
techniques, one needs to thorougly

understand his expectations related to the
various dynamics of a risk event. The risk
is connected to an individual farmer on a
wider scale, but it has concerns for society.
For example, because of potential risks
attached to it, a risk-averse farmer could
decide not to opt for modern technology,
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but his decision may lead to consequences
for the national production and general
welfare of society if all individuals act the
same way. The well-being of the farmer's
family and the continuity of farming as a
business will depend on how farmers
handle risks at thefarm level. This
uncertainty significantly contributes to the
inability of farmers to make appropriate
decisions on production and output plans.
The risk attitudes of farmers are an
important concern not to be overlooked
when evaluating decision-making methods
under risk and uncertainty in agriculture.
Depending on their priorities and funding
sources, farmers exhibit different reactions
and behaviors to changes. Such behaviors
are important factors that influence the
processes of spreading and embracing
innovations in agriculture. Furthermore, for
the future of agriculture, differences in
personal behavior, which are among the
reasons agricultural policies do not always
deliver the expected results, are also
significant. Risk perceptions in developing
and developed countries are a central
determinant of economic  behavior

(Sepahvand, 2019). Sepahvand (2019)
noted proof of the relationship between
individuals' gender and their risk
prefernces.

To the best of our knowledge,
literature shows various studies on farmers’
risk behaviours in agriculture (Abdul et al.,
2015; Isaac and Omowunmi, 2015; Yusuf
et al., 2015; Onubougu and Esiobu, 2016;
Yekti et al., 2016; Adjei et al., 2016; Ben-
Chendo et al., 2016; Obike et al., 2017,
Sadiq et al., 2019a&b; Hakorimana and
Akcaoz, 2020) with little information that
centered on risk attitudes of the weakest
section-women gender (Adewumi et al.,
2012; Cardenas et al., 2012; Faccio et al.,
2016; Nelson, 2016; Sepahvand et al.,
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2017; Sepahvand, 2019) in the country and
the developing countries at large. There is a
line of literature that explores managerial
risk and gender (e.g., Faccio et al., 2016;
Sepahvand, 2019), in which the underlying
theoretical viewpoint is that a threshold
exists; productivity of women farmers
would improve if they continue to take
greater risk. Thus, based on this thrust, this
studied attempted to determine the risk
attitudes and the use of social capital pool
as a strategy for overcoming risk behaviour
of women rice farmers in North-Central
Nigeria. The specific objectives were to
determine the risk attitudes of women rice
farmers; effects of idiosyncratic factors on
farmers’ risk attitudes; impact of gender
and risk smart option-cooperative on
farmers’ risk attitudes; and, effect of gender
and co-operative participation
discriminations on farmers’ risk attitudes.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The North-Central region is
geographically located in the middle belt of
Nigeria and consists of six states viz.
Benue, Nasarawa, Niger, Plateau, Kogi,
and Kwara; and a Federal unity territory
called Abuja. The region spanned from the
west to around the serenity of the
confluence of two major rivers- River Niger
and River Benue. The geographical
coordinates of the region are latitude 10°
20" and longitude 7° 45, and its vegetation
cover is largely guinea savannah alongside
mountainous and tropical vegetations. The
mean cumulative annual and monthly

rainfall of the region is 124752 <+
166.68mm and 103.96mm, respectively;
while the annual mean temperatures

hovered around minimum and maximum
values of 22.55 + 0.42°C and 33.54 +
0.23°C. The mean is slightly above 50
percent for the relative humidity and varied
between the small range of 50.08 and 52.75
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percent. The monthly rainfall distribution
ranges from May to October, with a uni-
modal peak in August (274.23mm)
(Olayemi et al., 2014). The months of
January and February are arid seasons (no
rainfall), while April and November
witnessed little spring, thus referenced as
pre and post-rainy season transition
periods, respectively. The inhabitants of the
region majorly engaged in arable crop
production alongside tree cropping, fishing,
hunting, artisanal, civil service, and
Ayurvedic medicines. In achieving a
representative sampling size, a multi-stage
sampling technique was adopted. Except
for, all the state units and the Federal unity
territory are suitable for cultivation of rice.
Thus, three out of the seven units viz Niger
and Kogi States; and FCT Abuja were
conveniently  selected. Given the
preponderance of rice cultivation across the
chosen units, two Local Government Areas
(LGAs)/Municipal Area Councils (MAC)
were randomly selected from each of the

chosen units using Microsoft’s inbuilt
sampling analytical tool. Furthermore,
using the same Microsoft sampling

analytical tool, two villages were randomly
selected from the chosen LGAS/MAC.
Based on the sampling frame sourced from
the States’ Agricultural agencies and
reconnaissance survey, a scale ratio of 18%
was used to determine the representative
sample size (Table 1). Thus, 376 active rice
farmers that made the sample size were
drawn through a simple random sampling
technique. However, 16 out of the 376
questionnaires retrieved contained outliers,
thus were eliminated. Therefore, a total of
360 valid questionnaires were subjected to
the analysis. Using a straightforward cost
route approach, a structured questionnaire
complemented with an interview schedule
is used to elicit cross-sectional data of 2020
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rice cropping seasons from the farmers.
Objective I, I, 1II, and IV was achieved
using risk index-exploratory factor-
minimum normalization model; censored
regression, Average treatment effect, and
Oaxaca-Blinder decomposition  model,
respectively.

Table 1. Sampling frame of rice farmers

States LGAs/  Villages  Sample Sample
MACs frame size
FCT Kwali Dabi 85 15
Abuja
Gada-biu 109 20
Abaji Yaba 100 18
Pandagi 90 16
Kogi Yagba Omi 198 36
State West
Ejiba 220 40
Kogi Giryan 250 45
Panda 180 32
Niger Borgu Swashi 208 37
State
Saminaka 170 31
Katcha Katcha 238 43
Badeggi 242 43
Total 6 12 2090 376

Source: States’ Agricultural Agencies, 2020

Note: District unit is called Municipal Area Council (MAC) and
Local Government area (LGA) in FCT Abuja and State
respectively.

Empirical model

Risk Index

Step 1:

Exploratory  factor  analysis:  The
exploratory factor-principal component

analysis was used to reduce the production
variables- output and inputs to weight. The
Kaiser Mayer OIlkin (KMO) test of
sampling adequacy attained a mediocre
level with a wvalue of 0.692, more
significantthan the threshold value of 0.50
benchmarked by Kaiser (1974) to be
suitable for analysis. This indicates that
there is a common variable applicable to all
the factors and the sample is adequate.
Besides, Bartlett’s Sphericity test (BST)
was significant at 1 percent, indicating that
the rotated variables are not identity
matrices. The Varimax rotated matrix
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generated four factors based on Eigen-value
greater than unity, and these factors
accounted for 69.72% of the total variation
(Table 2).

Step 2: To obtain the risk index, the
production variables were normalized-
minimum  normalization and  then
multiplied by their respective weight
generated from the Varimax rotation.
Presented below is the risk index model:
Normalization index

I Pi—Pminimum

Pmaximum —Pminimum

(D)

Where I; is the normalized value of the i
farmer for a production component
indicator; P; is the actual production
component value of i farmer; Ppyinimum 1S
the minimum production component value;
and, Ppaximum 1S the maximum production
component value.

R — Z"I;Lzlwklk
7
k=1"Wk

This can further be expressed as:

Ri=

Wy Iy +Wx1Ix1+WxoIxo +WxsIx3+ Wyalxa+ WxsIxs+ Wxelxe + Wx7Ix7+Wxslxs

Wy +Wyx1+Wxo + Wy + Wy s+ Wxs+Wxe+Wx7+Wxg

......................... (3)

Where, R; = risk index; W = weight; Y=
output (kg); X1-X8 are human labour,
inorganic fertilizer, seeds, herbicides,
pesticides, depreciation on capital items
and farm size respectively.

Tobit regression model

Following Tobin (1958) as specified by
Sadig et al.(2020a & b), the Tobit
regression model is presented below:
Ri=a +XB +¢
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Ri =a +X,B1 + Xofs + X3Pz + Xofu +
Xsfs + . 4Xufn +€oiieiiiiiina. ()
Where:

Ri* = Risk index value for i" farmer;

X1 = Age (years); X2 = Gender (male=1,
female=0); X3= Marital status (married =1,
otherwise = 0); X4 = Education (years); Xs
= Household size (number); Xs =
Experience (year); X7 = Mode of land
acquisition (inheritance =1, otherwise =0);
Xg = Distance from house to farm (DHF)
(kilometer); X9= Distance from house to
market (DHM)(kilometer); Xio= Co-
operative membership (yes = 1, otherwise =
0); X11 = Unit price of output (Py)(N); X12
= Unit cost of human labour (N); X13 = Unit
cost of fertilizer (N); X14 = Unit cost of
seeds (N); X5 = Unit cost of herbicides
(N); Xaie = Unit cost of pesticides (N); X17
= Yield (kg); B, = constant; §,_,, = vector
of parameters to be estimated; and, & =
white noise.

Average Treatment Effect (ATE)

ATE: It show the average difference in
outcome between units assigned to the
treatment and units assigned to the placebo
(control). Following Lokshin and Sajaia
(2011); Wang et al. (2017); Sadiq et
al.(2020a & b) the equation is given below:
Risk index of male farmers/ co-operative
participants IS given by:
E(yull = LX) .. ... ... (6)

Risk index of female farmers/ non-
cooperative participants is given by:
E(y | 1=0;X)...(7)

Risk index of male farmers/co-operative
participants if there is no gender/co-
operative  participation  difference is
denoted by: E(y,; | I =1;X) ...... (8)

Risk index of female farmers/ non-
cooperative participants if there is
gender/co-operative participation
difference: E(yq; | I =
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Where:
E(.) = Expectation operator
vyy; = risk index of male farmers/ co-
operative participants (dependent variable)
y,; = risk index of female farmers/ non-
cooperative participants (dependent
variable)
I = Dummy variable (1 = male/co-operative
member, 0 = female/ non-cooperative
member)
X = Explanatory variables that is common
to both male and female farmers/ co-
operative and non-cooperative participants.
ATT =E(yulI=LX)—E(yull=
ATU = E(yull=5LX)—E (yu |l =
Average Treatment effect on Treated

= ATT
Average Treatment effect on Untreated

= ATU
Equations (10) and (11) were further
simplified as:
ATT = -3 0p Oai [1= 1) -
p(y2ll =
L X)] e e e v e e v et e e e e (12)
ATU = =S¥ p (yai | 1= 0;) -

p(yull=

0; X)] ov v er e v et et v e e v e (13)
Where, N;and N, are number of male
farmers/ co-operative participants and

female farmers/non-cooperative
participants  respectively, and  p=
probability.

Oaxaca-Blinder Decomposition model

Using the standard Oaxaca-Blinder
procedure (Oaxaca 1973; Blinder 1973) the
extent to which the risk gap between the
male and female farmers/ co-operative
participants and non-cooperative
participants can be explained by differences
in observed human capital characteristics
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(Marwa, 2014; Revathy et al., 2020; Sadiq
et al., 2020a&Db).

Yysc = Bo+ Bi Ticy Xi +

i
= Po + Bi Z Xi
i=1
Where,

}_’M/C: average risk index of men folk/co-
operative association participants;

}_’F/NC = average risk index of women
folk/non-cooperative association

e (10)participants;

Xi_n = explanatory variables;

ans nas aaa (11) ﬁo — lntercept,

Bi_n = parameter estimates; and, ¢ =

stochastic term.

Following Revathy et al.(2020); Sadiq et
al.(2020a&Db), equations 14 and 15 of the
Oaxaca-Blinder decomposition can be
explained as follow:

(InYr — InYy) = (Bro — Bmo) + [Br1(Kp1 —
Xu1) + Bra(Xrz — Xuz) + Brs (Xps —

Xuz) + Bra(Xps — Xpa) + Brn Ky —
Xy + [ X1 (Br1 = Bur) + X2 (Brz —
Buz) + Xz (Brs — Buz) + Xna(Bra —

Bua) + Xun(Ben — Bun) + (5 —

Epp) or ver wve we we e (16)

The risk gap is divided into two segments:
one is the proportion attributable to
differences in the endowments generating
activities (X — X,,) evaluated at the female
group returns (Br). This is taken as a
reflection of endowment differential and
it’s termed endowment/ characteristics/
explained effect. The second segment is
attributable to the difference in the returns
(Br — Bu) that the female and male groups
get for the same endowment generating
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activities(Xr). This segment is often taken
as a reflection of discrimination or
gender/co-operative participation

differential and its termed discrimination or
unexplained effect.

Table 2. Varimax rotation factor of production components

Items EV % of Var. Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 3 Factor 4
Output 2.318 28.975 0.631

Labour 1.183 14.793 0.704

Fertilizer 1.055 13.188 0.966
Seed 1.021 12.768 0.653

Herbicides 0.799

Pesticides 0.886

Capital Dep. 0.753

Farm size 0.801

Total 69.724

KMO 0.692

BST 362.65 (0.000)***

Source: Field survey, 2020

Note: value in parenthesis is probability value; EV= Eigen value; Var. = Variance

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Farmers’ Risk Attitudes vis-a-vis social-
gender and economic dimensions

A perusal of Table 3 showed most
(61.1%) of the farmers to be risk-averse;
34.7% were risk-neutral while a marginal
proportion (4.2%) were risk lovers. The
possible reason why the most were risk-
averse is due to their poor resource status,
thus the fear or apprehension of capital loss
which is likely to endanger the
wellbeing/sustainability of their livelihood.
For the farmers with neural attitudes
towards risk, the possible reason may be
attributed to their economic capital
position. Those with preference behaviour
towards risk may be due to their
innovativeness. The average risk index
indicates that most of the farmers have
aversive attitudes towards risk. Generally,
it can be inferred that the risk attitudes of
the farmers in the studied area are very
poor, which owes largely to the cultivation
of thinly uneconomic holdings among most
of the farmers who are marginal to
smallholder farmers. Furthermore, a
gender-wise cross-examination showed
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similar risk trend behaviour with the
general scenario for both men and women
farmers. However, the disaggregated
analysis showed that the women farmers are
more  risk-averse than their men
counterparts; and less risk-neutral and risk
preference than their men counterparts. On
average, most of the women and men
farmers are risk averse (-0.618) and risk
neutral (0.014) respectively. The possible
reason for poor women’s attitudes towards
risk may be attributed to lack of access to
and control over productive resources
caused by gender stereotype, a chasm
created by the fusion of social and cultural
barriers.

Thus, it can be inferred that women
farmers are at the mercy of poverty vicious
cycle: low investment, low output, low
income, thus affecting the sustainability of
the women’s households’ livelihoods.
Besides, the co-operative-wise result, a
social capital, reveals similar risk trend
attitudes with the overall scenario for both
co-operative and non-co-operative farmers.

2021;3(1): 16-32



The decomposition analysis showed
farmers who didn’t participate in the social
capital pool to be more risk averse than
their counterparts that explored the
advantage of social capital. However, the
non-co-operative member farmers are less
risk neutral and risk lover than their
counterparts that participated in co-
operative organization. On average, most
of the participating co-operative farmers
are risk neutral as evidenced by the risk
index value of 0.045. In controst, for the

non-cooperative  participating  farmers,
most are risk averse as indicated by the risk
index value of -0.115. Thus, the possible
reason for risk apprehension among most of
the farmers that didn’t belong to social
organization may be attributed to lack of
pecuniary advantages viz. bulk discount of
input purchase, output market bargaining
power, good access to credit either in cash
or kind; which is a viable precursor to
achieve and enhance economies of scale.

Table 3. Risk attitudes vis-a-vis gender and co-operative participation

Risk attitude index Overall Men Women CP NCP
Risk averse (<0.00) 220(61.1) 177(60.6) 43(63.2) 149(57.5) 71(70.3)
Risk neutral (0-0.99) 125(34.7) 102(34.9) 23(33.8) 97(37.5) 28(27.70
Risk preference (= 1.00) 15(4.2) 13(4.5) 2(2.9) 13(5.0) 2(2.0)
Total 260(100) 292(100)  68(100) 259(100) 101(100)
Mean -0.02936 0.014409 -0.061875 0.044732 -0.114708
Minimum -0.6932 -0.6859 -0.6932 -0.6859 -0.6932
Maximum 2.5878 2.5878 1.5095 2.5878 2.1648

Source: Authors’ own computation, 2020

Note: value in ( ) is percentage; CP and NCP are co-operative participation and non-cooperative participation

respectively.

Determinants of Risk Attitudes
among Rice Farmers
A cursory review of the results showed that
the chosen model-Tobit regression fits the
specified equation as evidenced by the
significance of the LR Chi®> at 1%
significant level. Besides, it depicts that the
parameter estimates in the model are
different from zero at 10% freedom. In

addition, the diagnostic test viz. the
collinearity test showed absence of
orthogonality  between the predictor

variables as indicated by the plausibility of
all the explanatory variables variance
inflation factors (VIF) within the threshold
value of 10.0. Thus, it can be inferred that
the estimated model is reliable for future
prediction with certainty and accuracy.

The empirical evidences showed
predictor variables viz. household size,
distance from house to farm, distance from

house to market, co-operative membership,
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unit price of output and unit cost of
herbicides to be the factors that influenced
risk behavior of rice farmers as indicated
by their respective parameter estimates
that are within the acceptable margin of
10% probability level.

The positive significance of the
household size coefficient revealed that
farmers with a large household size are
favourably disposed to risk preference and
this may be attributed to access to family
labour at almost free cost. Thus, the
likelihood of a farmer being disposed to a
risk preference for a unit increase in
his/her household will be 0.036 percent.

The positive significance of
distance from house to farm and spread
from home to markets coefficients showed
how high labor productivity on-farm
operations for farmers whose economic
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units are farther from their abode made
them favourably disposed to risk
preference. The possible reasons are that
these farmers are less likely to face house
choir disturbances and temptations of
commercial activities that prevail in the
markets. In addition, farmers whose houses
are far from the markets have the advantage
of adopting inventory accumulation to earn
remunerative prices for their products as a
barometer of monitoring marketing price
regime. Therefore, the elasticity
implication of a kilometer distance increase
between a farmer’s home and technical
unit-farm; and likewise commercial
centers-market, will lead to a rise in his/her
disposition to risk preference by 0.035 and
0.042 percent respectively. In other words,
the probability of farmers towards risk
preference for an increase in the distances
between their homes and production units;
and likewise commercial units will be 0.035
and 0.042 percent, respectively.

The positive significant of the co-
operative membership coefficient revealed
that farmers that explored social capital
pool were favorably disposed to risk
preference. The possible explanation may
be attributed to pecuniary advantages: bulk
input discount, output marketing barging
power, access to credit either cash or in-
kind; which make them benefit from
economies of scale in rice production.
Therefore, the probability of farmers that
belong to co-operative association to be
favourably disposed to risk preference is
0.195 percent higher than their counterparts
who are not co-operative organizations.
The negative significant of unit cost of
herbicides showed that high cost of
herbicides affected farmers’ disposition to
risk preference. The possible explanation is
that high cost of herbicides has
implication/consequence on the cost of
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production because most farmers face
diseconomies of scale due to the cultivation
of thinly uneconomic holding,making them
apprehensive of rice production risk. Thus,
a unit increase in the unit price of
herbicides will lead to a decrease in
farmers’ disposition to risk preference by
0.26 percent.

The positive relationships of unit
costs of seeds and pesticides with farmers’
risk attitudes, though non-significant, may
be associated with the unit output price to
cost of production ratio- a profit margin.
The positive significant of the unit price of
output coefficient indicated that
remunerative output price encouraged
farmers to be favourably disposed to risk

preference.
In the same vein, though non-
significant, high product yield which

translates to high profit turnover ratio due
to remunerative output prices incentivized
the farmers to be favourably disposed to
risk preference. Therefore, a unit increase
in the prices of rice output will lead to an
increase in farmers’ disposition to risk
preference by 0.99 percent.

The positive signs of marital status
and educational level, though non-
significant, revealed how the need to earn
enlarged income for household
sustainability and innovativeness that owes
to information search make farmers
favourably disposed to risk preference.
Also, the positive sign of farming
experience, though non-significant, showed
how managerial efficiency in the
rationalization of farm resources made the
farmers inclined towards risk preference.
The negative coefficient of age, though
non-significant, depicted that aged/old
farmers are not favourably disposed to risk
preference. The possible reason is that at
old age, the likely concern of a farmer is
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household food security

rather than

enlarged income for the quest to bequeath

fortune.

Table 4. Determinants of risk attitudes of rice farmers

Variable | Coefficient | t-stat | VIF
Intercept —-1.6737(5.9358) 0.282Ns

Age —0.0048(0.0043) 1.125N8 1.725
Gender 0.0809(0.1081) 0.748Ns 1.066
Marital status 0.0249(0.1167) 0.213Ns 1.377
Education 0.0025(0.0083) 0.301Ns 1.090
Household size 0.0361(0.0203) 1.779* 1.893
Experience 0.0014(0.0058) 0.254Ns 1.121
Mode of land acquisition 0.0872(0.0908) 0.960Ns 1.030
Distance from home to farm 0.0350(0.0133) 2.612%** 1.141
Distance from home to market 0.0420(0.0119) 3.527*** 1.382
Co-operative org. 0.1951(0.0974) 2.003** 1.100
Ln unit price of Output 0.9985(0.5151) 1.938* 1.069
Ln unit cost Labour —0.3056(0.6756) 0.452NS 1.064
Ln unit cost of Fertilizer —0.1259(0.1963) 0.641NS 1.141
Ln unit cost of Seed 0.0483(0.0645) 0.749Ns 1.093
Ln unit cost of Herbicides —0.2639(0.1368) 1.929* 1.110
Ln unit cost of Pesticides 0.0470(0.0493) 0.954Ns 1.114
Ln Yield 0.0215(0.0687) 0.312\8 1.314
Chi? 52.41[0.000]%**

Normality test 8.23[0.016]**

Source: Field survey, 2020 Note: *** ** * & NS mean significant at 1, 5, 10% and non-significant respectively. Ln =
Natural logarithm; values in () and [ ] are standard error and probability value respectively.

Impact of Gender and Social
Capital on Farmers’ risk attitudes

The treatment effect results of
regression adjustment and inverse-
probability weight estimators showed that
gender differential has no impact on the risk
attitudes of the farmers as indicated by
Average treatment effect (ATE) coefficient
that is not within the plausible margin of
10% degree of freedom (Table 5). This
means that there is no difference between
the risk attitudes of men and women
farmers. In addition, for both estimators,
within the men and female strata there is no
difference in their risk attitudes as
evidenced by non-significant of the
Average treatment effect on treated (ATET)
coefficients which were not different from
zero at 10% probability level. However, the
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nearest-neighbor  matching and the
propensity score matching estimators
revealed that gender differential has impact
on the risk attitudes of the rice farmers as
indicated by their respective ATE estimated
coefficients within the acceptable margin of
10% probability level. Thus, this implies
that the risk behavior of female farmers
differs from that of their male counterparts.
The possible reason for this behavioral
trend may be attributed to cultural and
religious barriers that induced gender
stereotypes, gender discrimination, and
gender bias, thus hindered women farmers’
access to and control over production
resources in the studied area. The ATE
coefficients of the nearest-neighbor
matching and propensity score matching
estimators showed the risk attitudes of

2021;3(1): 16-32



women farmers towards risk preference to
be 14.06 and 9.2%, respectively less than
that of the men farmers. Within each gender
category, the nearest-neighbor matching
estimator showed evidence of differential
and no differential in risk attitudes within
the men and women folks respectively, as
indicated by their respective ATET
coefficients ,significant and non-significant

at 10% probability level. The non-
significant of the ATET estimated
coefficients of the two genders for the
propensity score matching estimator
indicate the absence of differences in risk
behavior within the male gender and female
gender. Therefore, it can be inferred that
gender differential has impact on the risk
attitudes of the women farmers.

Table 5. Impact of gender on farmers’ risk attitudes

Items Coefficient t-stat Coefficient t-stat
Regression adjustment Inverse-probability weight

ATE -0.0812(0.0643) 1.26N8 -0.0909(0.0640) 1.42N8

ATET (Men) 0.0758(0.0679) 1.12N8 0.0855(0.0684) 1.25N8

ATET -0.1043(0.0657) 1.59N8 -0.1144(0.0695) 1.64N8

(Women)

Men (mean) 0.0197(0.0292) 0.67Ns 0.0216(0.0293) 0.74Ns

Women (mean) -0.0615(0.0583) 1.05N8 -0.0693(0.0567) 1.22N8
Nearest-neighbor matching Propensity-score matching

ATE -0.1406(0.0627) 2.24%* -0.0921(0.0491) 1.87*

ATET (Men) 0.1587(0.0648) 2.45%* 0.0832(0.0512) 1.62N8

ATET -0.0629(0.0839) 0.75Ns -0.1299(0.0964) 1.35N8

(Women)

Source: Field survey, 2020/Note: ATE and ATET mean Average treatment effect and Average treatment effect on
treated, respectively./Note: *** ** * & NS means significant at 1%, 5%, 10% & Non-significant, respectively.

For the social capital, except
inverse-probability weight estimator, all the
other estimators indicated that co-operative
membership has impact on the risk attitudes
of the rice farmers as evidenced by their
respective ATE estimated coefficients
within the acceptable margin of 10%
probability level (Table 6). This implies
that there is difference between the risk
attitudes of co-operative member farmers
and non-cooperative member farmers.
Thus, it can be inferred that access to
pecuniary advantages among farmers that
explored social capital pool has impact on
their risk attitudes in rice production. The
ATE coefficients of regression adjustment,
nearest-neighbor matching and propensity-
score matching estimators show that co-
operative participating farmers’ disposition
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towards risk preference is more than that of
the non-cooperative farmers by 14.47,
13.87 and 12.69% respectively.

Within the co-operative category,
except inverse-probability weights
estimator, the regression adjustment,
nearest-neighbor matching and propensity-
score matching showed the presence of
differences in the risk attitudes of the
farmers as evidenced by their respective
ATET estimated coefficients were within
the plausible margin of 10% significant
level.

Within the non-cooperative
category, the plausibility of regression
adjustment and inverse-probability weight
estimators ATET estimated coefficients at
10% significant level revealed presence of
difference in the risk behavior of the
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farmers  while the nearest-neighbor
matching and propensity-score matching
estimators indicate absence of difference in
the risk attitudes of the farmers as

evidenced by

their

respective ATET

parameter estimates that were not different
from zero at 10% degree of freedom.

Table 6. Impact of co-operative on farmers’ risk attitudes

Items Coefficient t-stat Coefficient t-stat
Regression adjustment Inverse-probability weight

ATE 0.1446(0.0611) 2.37** 0.1138(0.0717) 1.59NS

ATET (CP) 0.1607(0.0697) 2.30** 0.1152(0.0842) 1.37N8

ATET (NCP)  -0.1035(0.0576) 1.80* -0.1103(0.0559) 1.97*

CP (mean) 0.0290(0.0289) 1.00MS 0.0311(0.0289) 1.08Ns

NCP (mean) -0.1156(0.0535) 2.16** -0.0826(0.0653) 1.27N8
Nearest-neighbor matching Propensity-score matching

ATE 0.1386(0.0528) 2.62%** 0.1269(0.0621) 2.04**

ATET (CP) 0.1750(0.0589) 2.97*** 0.1611(0.0709) 2.27**

ATET (NCP)  -0.0454(0.0616) 0.74NS -0.0390(0.0642) 0.61Ns

Source: Field survey, 2020

Note: CP, NCP, ATE and ATET mean Co-operative participant, Non-cooperative participant, Average
treatment effect and Average treatment effect on treated, respectively.
Note: *** ** * & NS means significant at 1%, 5%, 10% & Non-significant, respectively.

Figure in () is standard error

Risk Gap vis-a-vis Gender and
Co-operative membership differentials

Shown in Tables 7 and 8 are the
attitudinal risk gaps due to gender and
cooperative membership differentials. A
cursory review of the results showed
marital status, educational level, farming
experience, mode of land acquisition, co-
operative membership, unit cost of hired
labour, unit cost of inorganic fertilizer, unit
cost of seeds and unit cost of herbicides to
be the endowment factors that contributed
favourably to the risk attitudes of women
farmers (Table 7). While age, household
size, distance from house to farm, distance
from house to market, unit price of output,
unit cost of pesticides and yield were the
endowment factors that contributed
favourably to the risk attitudes of the men
farmers. From the empirical evidences, the
contribution of different factors towards
risk attitudinal differential between male
and female farmers is mainly due to the
differences in the estimated coefficients of
the simultaneous risk equation.
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Furthermore, it was established that gender
discrimination  affect- a  structural
difference was the de facto responsible for
the differential in risk behaviour between
the two gender categories and accounts for
99.90%, while endowment effect- a human
capital on the risk difference accounts for
0.10%. With an average risk attitudinal
indexes of -0.06188 (risk averse) and
0.01441 (risk neutral) respectively for
women and men farmers, the estimated risk
index gap is -0.07628. Of the total risk gap
(-0.076), gender discrimination and the
difference due superior endowment of the
men farmers accounted for -0.07636 and
0.000075 risk indices respectively.
Therefore, due to gender discrimination
women farmers were averse to rice
production risk, hence indicating that the
overall gap is due to discrimination. Thus,
without gender discrimination, the average
risk index of women farmers should be
0.01448 (risk neutral). The discrimination
value represents 123.41% of the average
risk index of the women farmers.
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The findings showed the estimated
risk index gap, endowment effect and
discrimination effect to be -0.07628 (i.e.
Ye — ¥,y = —0.07628), 0.012711[i.e. (Xy —
Xy)Br = 0.012711] and -12.9465 [i.e.
(Br — Bu )Xy = —12.9465]  respectively.
Thus, it can be inferred that risk gap
between the genders is majorly due to the
differences in the parameter estimates
which is the basis for gender
discrimination. The positive sign of the
portion of the risk gap viz. endowment
effect means that relative to the men
farmers, on average, women farmers have
more characteristics that are associated
with risk preference. The results of risk gap
vis-a-vis co-operative membership show
age, marital status, household size, farming
experience, mode of land acquisition,
distance from house to market, unit cost of
fertilizer, and unit cost of pesticides to be
the endowment covariates that contribute
favourably to the risk behaviour of co-
operative participating farmers (Table 8).
On the other hand, endowment covariates
viz. gender, educational level, distance
from home to farm, unit price of output,
unit cost of hired labour, unit cost of seeds,
unit cost of herbicides and yield contributed
favourably to the risk attitudes of non-
cooperative member farmers. It was
observed that discrimination effect viz. co-
operative  participation accounts  for
99.996% of the risk gap between co-
operative participants and non-participants
while characteristics effect viz. endowment
factors accounted for 0.004%.

The risk gap is -0.15944 as depicted
by the average risk indexes of 0.04473 and
-0.11471 respectively for participants and
non-participants. Out of the overall
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difference, an index of -0.15945 owes to
participation in co-operative association
while an index of 0.0000063 owes to
superlative characteristics of the co-
operative member farmers. Thus, it can be
inferred that due to participation
discrimination, non-cooperative members
lost a magnitude risk index of -0.15945
towards risk preference. Of the average risk
index of the non-cooperative member
farmers, the discrimination value represents
139%. Therefore, without discrimination,
the average non-cooperative member
farmers should be risk neutral as evidenced
by the risk index of 0.044738. Based on the
empirical evidences the risk index gap is -
0.15944 (i.e. Yyc— Y, = —0.15944), the
characteristics effect is -0.00057 [i.e.
(Xnc — Xc)Pnc = —0.00057], and the
discrimination effect is 14.314 [i.e. (Byc —

Bc)Xc = 14.314]. Therefore, it can be
inferred that the risk gap between co-
operative participants and non-participants
is majorly to participation discrimination
i.e. differences in the coefficients. The
negative sign of the endowment effect
depicts that on the average, relative to non-
cooperative participating farmers, the co-
operative participating farmers have more
characteristics that are associated to risk
preference.

B Gender W Co-op. participation

15 4
10 4

L Y

L Endowment  Dis i1on
5 effect t

Risk index

Figure 1: Risk decompositon
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Table 7. Risk gap vis-a-vis gender

Items Female Male X Xy BrXr  Xu(Br
—Xu)  —Bw)
Intercept 11.57848 -1.26347 12.84195
Age 0.005743 -0.00523 41.074 41.592 -0.00297 0.456431
Marital status 0.044553 0.057354 0.89706 0.83219 0.00289 -0.01065
Education 0.021015 0.002324 8.5882 7.9658 0.01308 0.148888
Household size 0.028289 0.027069 3.9118 4.4178 -0.01431 0.005391
Experience 0.001825 0.002741 10.221 9.5514 0.001222 -0.00875

Mode of land acquisition ~ 0.159534 0.033174 0.76471 0.72945 0.005625 0.092173

Distance from home to 0.035799 0.028 4.1029 4.399 -0.0106  0.034309
farm

Distance from home to -0.0024 0.029809 6.3971 5.5137 -0.00212 -0.17759
market

Co-operative organization -0.07025 0.156774 0.70588 0.7226 0.001175 -0.16405

Ln unit price of Output -0.17094 0.661816 4.711151 4.703385 -0.00133 -3.91678

Ln unit cost Labour -1.48399 -0.29728 6.794183 6.797304 0.004631 -8.06646
Ln unit cost of Fertilizer 0.167892 -0.00396 4.941142 4.881134 0.010075 0.838835
Ln unit cost of Seed 0.044898 0.045251 5.849382 5.617353 0.010418 -0.00198

Ln unit cost of Herbicides -0.31064 -0.09496 7.569515 7.604496 0.010866 -1.64012
Ln unit cost of Pesticides  0.044153 0.007476 7.904593 7.918811 -0.00063 0.290445

Ln Yield -0.08227 0.027349 7.72683 7.540781 -0.01531 -0.82664
Risk index -0.06188 0.014409

Risk index Gap -0.07628

Endowment Difference 0.012711
Discrimination -12.9465
Difference

Overall risk index diff. 12.95925
% from overall risk 0.098086 99.9019
index diff.

Contribution to Gap 75E-05 -0.07636
Without Discrimination 0.014484 0.014484
% of Discrimination in 123.4088
RI

Source: Field survey, 2020
Note: RI = Risk index

Sadiq, Invinder Singh, Ahmad, Shiru ve Veenita 2021;3(1): 16-32



Table 8. Risk gap vis-a-vis co-operative participation

Items NCP CcpP Xncp Xcp BnceXnep — Xcp) Xcp(Bnep
—Bcp)

Intercept -10.3093 4.154886 -14.4642

Age 0.004009 -0.0051  41.119 41.641 -0.00209 0.379354

Gender -0.03223 0.168826 0.80198 0.81467 0.000409 -0.16379

Marital status 0.022474 0.033809 0.75248 0.88031 -0.00287 -0.00998

Education 0.001788 0.004458 8.3762 7.9691 0.000728 -0.02128

Household size  0.015571 0.029436 3.9307 4.4749 -0.00847 -0.06204

Experience 0.000442 0.001865 9.6733 9.6795 -2.7E-06 -0.01378

Mode of land -0.01857 0.078104 0.75248 0.72973 -0.00042 -0.07054

acquisition

Distance from -0.01638 0.035276 4.2376 4.3842 0.002402 -0.22649

home to farm

Distance from 0.01561 0.027197 5.1683 5.8803 -0.01111 -0.06813

home to market

Ln unit price of 0.390212 0.560035 4.70944  4.703023 0.002504 -0.79868

Output

Ln wunit cost 1.146525 -0.86846 6.810153 6.791424 0.021474 13.68463

Labour

Ln unit cost of 0.113688 -0.07302 4.878627 4.898138 -0.00222 0.914497

Fertilizer

Ln unit cost of 0.00015 0.052835 5.703616 5.650241 7.98E-06 -0.29769

Seed

Ln unit cost of -0.02111 -0.20986 7.587564 7.602002 0.000305 1.434838

Herbicides

Ln unit cost of 0.023636 0.009541 7.716817 7.984224 -0.00632 0.112537

Pesticides

Ln Yield -0.03346 0.029477 7.466285 7.619283 0.00512 -0.47957

Risk index -0.11471 0.044732

Risk index -0.15944

Gap

Endowment -0.00057

Difference

Discrimination 14.31388

Difference

Overall  risk 14.3145

index diff.

% from 0.003967 99.996

overall risk

index diff.

Contribution 6.33E-06 -0.15945

to Gap

Without 0.044738 0.044738

Discrimination

% of 139.0017

Discrimination

in RI

Source: Field survey, 2020
Note: RI = Risk index
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CONCLUSIONS
RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the findings, it can be
inferred that rice cultivation on thinly
uneconomic holdings due to poor capital
base and fear of capital loss made most of
the farmers to be risk averse. Furthermore,
results from decomposition viz. gender and
co-operative  association  participation
established that gender discrimination-
gender stereotype: lack of access to and
control over productive resources and
diseconomies of scale-lack of pecuniary
advantage made most of the female farmers
and non-cooperative participating farmers
to be vulnerable to risk averse. Generally,
high cost of herbicides- liquid biocides was
the major factor that plummeted farmers’
favourable disposition to risk preference.
Further, it was observed that gender and co-

AND

REFERENCES

Abayomi, E., Balogun, O.S., Omonona, B.T. and
Yusuf, S.A.(2013).An analysis of risk factors
among urban fish famers in Kaduna, Kaduna State.
Journal of Agriculture and Veterinary Science,
2(3):01-06.

Abdul, A.B.A.K.M., Md. Mohidul-Hasan, M.,
Saifur-Rahman, M., Abdus-Sattar, M., Afjal-
Hossain, M. and Faisal, M.(2015).Disaster risk
identification in agriculture sector: farmer’s
perceptions and mitigation practices in Faridrur.
American Journal of Rural Development,
3(3): 60-73.

Adewumi, M.O., Ayinde, O.E., Olatunji, G.B.
and Ajayi, F.F.(2012).Effect of poverty on risk
attitude of rural women investors in Osun State,
Nigeria. Journal of Agriculture and Social
Research, 12(1):19-25.

Adjei, C., Amagashie, D.P.K., Anim-Somuabh,
H. and Oppong, B.A.(2016).Poultry farms risk
management by insurance: evidence from Ghana.
British Journal of Economics, Management
and Trade, 15(3): 1-8.

Ben-Chendo, G. N., Lawal, I.N., Ehirim, N.C.,
Nwaiwu, U.O., Onyemauwa, C.S. and Henri-
Ukoha, A.(2016).Profitability and risk
management techniques of paddy production in
Kaduna State, Nigeria. Sky Journal of Agricultural
Research, 5(1):022-028.

Sadiq, Invinder Singh, Ahmad, Shiru ve Veenita

operative participation differentials have
impact on the risk attitudes of the farmers.
Empirical evidenceshowed that
discrimination effect-structural difference
viz. gender and co-operative association
participation was majorly responsible for
gap in the risk attitudes of the rice farmers.
Therefore, the study recommends that the
farmers form a viable co-operative
organization, especially the women
farmers, to achieve economies of scale and
overcome the challenges posed by gender-
discrimination-stereotype viz. poor access
to and control over productive resources. In
addition, the policymakers should make
gender budget mainstreaming mandatory,
thus insulating women farmers from
vicious cycle of poverty.

Blinder, A.S.(1973).Wage discrimination:
reduced form and structural estimates. Journal of
Human Resources, 8(4):436-455.

Cardenas, J.C., Anna, D., Emma, V.E. and Eva,
R.(2012).Gender differences in competitiveness
and risk taking: Comparing children in Colombia
and Sweden. Journal of Economic Behavior and
Organization, 83(1):11-23.

Faccio, M., Maria-Teresa, M. and Roberto,
M.(2016).CEO gender, corporate risk taking, and
the efficiency of capital allocation. Journal of
Corporate Finance, 39:193-209.

Hakorimana, F. and Akcaoz, H.(2020).Risk
sources and risk management strategies in coffee
farming: a case study of Rwanda. Turkish Journal
of Agricultural Economics, 26(1):1-17.

Isaac, B., Oluwatayo and Omowunmi,
T.(2015).Risk attitudes among catfish farmers in
Oyo State, Nigeria. Investment Management and
Financial Innovations, 12(4):90-97.

Kaiser, H.F.(1974).An index of factorial
simplicity. Psychometrika, 39(1): 31-36.
Leekoi, P., Abdul-Jalil, A.Z. and Harun,

M.(2014).An empirical study on risk assessment
and household characteristics in Thailand. Middle-
East Journal of Scientific Research, 21(6):962-
967.

2021;3(1): 16-32



Lokshin, M. and Sajaia, Z.(2011).Impact of
interventions on discrete outcomes: Maximum
likelihood estimation of the binary choice models
with binary endogenous regressors. The Stata
Journal, 11(3): 11-21.

Marwa, B.(2014).Estimation of gender wage
differentials in Egypt using Oaxaca
Decomposition technique. Paper presented at the
34" annual MEEA meeting in conjunction with the
Allied Social Science Association (ASSA),
Philadelphia, January 3-6: 1-26.

Nelson, J.A.(2016).Not-so-strong evidence for
gender differences in risk taking. Feminist
Economics, 22(2):114-42.

Oaxaca, R.(1973).Male-female wage differentials
in urban labor markets. International Economic
Review, 9:693-709.

Obike, K.C., Amusa, T.A. and Olowolafe,
H.B.(2017).Risk management and determinants of
farm output among small scale poultry farmers in
EKkiti State, Nigeria. Agro-Science, 16 (2):9-16.
Olayemi, I.K., Idris, B., Ejima, I.A.A., Adeniyi,
K., Ukubuiwe, A.C. and lIsah, B.(2014).The
climate of north-central Nigeria and potential
influence on mosquito (Diptera culicidae)
vectorial capacity for disease transmission. Global
Journal of Multidisciplinary and Applied Sciences,
2(2):26-31.

Onubuogu, G.C. and Esiobu,
N.S.(2016).Determinant of risk-smart options
among farming households in agricultural risk
management in Imo State, Nigeria (A multinomial
logit model
approach).  Annals of Agricultural and
Environmental Sciences, 1(2):10-26.

Revathy, N., Thilagavathi, M. and Surendran,
A.(2020).A comparative analysis of rural-urban
migrants and non-migrants in the selected region
of Tamil Nadu, India. Economic Affairs, 65(1): 23-
30.

Sadiq, M.S., Singh, I.P. and Ahmad,
M.M.(2020a).Rice yield differentials between
IFAD participating and non-participating farmers
in Nigeria’s Niger State. Economic Affairs, 65(4):
01-15.

Sadiq, Invinder Singh, Ahmad, Shiru ve Veenita

Sadig, M.S., Singh, I.P., Ahmad, M.M. and
Kumari, V.(2020b).Effect of gender on income
gap among fish farmers in Nigeria’s Kogi State.
Atatirk University Journal of Woman’s Studies,
2(2): 27-45

Sadiq, M.S., Singh, I.P., Ahmad, M.M., Lawal,
M. and Yunusa, J.B.(2019b).Risk behavior of
sesame farmers in Jigawa state of Nigeria. Sher-e-
Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology (SKUAST) Journal of Research, 21
(1): 59-66

Sadiq, M.S., Singh, I.P., Ahmad, M.M., Usman,
B.l., Yunusa, J.B. and Ahmad, U.(2019a).Risk
attitudes of rice farmers participating in ifad-vcd
programme in Niger State of Nigeria. Journal of
Agricultural Extension Management, XX(1):59-71
Sepahvand, M.H. and Roujman,
S.(2017).Intergenerational transmission of risk
attitudes: the role of gender, parents and
grandparents in Burkina Faso. Working Paper 13,
Uppsala Univerity, Department of Economics.
Sepahvand, M.H.(2019).Agricultural
productivity in Burkina Faso: The role of gender
and risk attitudes. Working Paper 3, Department
of Economics, Uppsala University, Sweden.
Tobin, J.(1958).Estimation of relationship for
limited dependent variables. Econometrica, 26:
26-36.

Ullah, R., Ganesh, P.S. and Ghaffar,
A.(2015).Factors effecting farmers’ risk attitude
and risk perceptions: the case of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan. International Journal of
Disaster Risk Reduction, 13:151-57.

Wang, A., Nianogo, R.A. and Arah, O.A.
(2017).G-computation of average treatment effects
on the treated and the untreated. BMC Medical
Research Methodology, 17(3): 1-5.

Yekti, A., Hadi, D.D., Jamhari and Hartono,
S.(2016).Attitude towards risk among melon
farmers in  Kulon Progo District Indonesia.
International Journal Agricultural Science and
Veterinary Medicine, 4(4):40-46.

Yusuf, S.A., Ashagidigbi, W.M. and Bwala,
D.P.(2015).Poverty and risk attitude of farmers in
North-Central Nigeria. Journal of Environmental
and Agricultural Sciences, 3:1-7.

2021;3(1): 16-32



BURCI MEMLUKLERI DONEMINDE CARIYELER VE AiLE HAYATINDA

ETKILERI

IN THE PERIOD OF BURCT MAMLUKS CONCUBINES AND ITS EFFECTS ON FAMILY LIFE

*prof. Dr. Harran Universitesi Fen
Edebiyat Fakiltesi, Tarih Bolima,
Sanlwrfa/Turkiye

ORCID: 0000-0002-4767-2002

**Yiiksek Lisans Ogrencisi, Harran
Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisi,
Sanlwrfa/Turkiye

ORCID: 0000-0001-9668-2947

Yazisma Adresi:
Esra YAVUZ
E posta: eyavuz7339@gmail.com

Gonderim Tarihi : 12 Ekim 2020
Kabul Tarihi : 14 Nisan 2020

Abdullah EKINCIi*, Esra YAVUZ**

0z

Burci Memliikler, 1382 ile 1517 yillarimi kapsayan donem araliginda yasamis ve
Bahri Memliikleri'nden sonra varligimi siirdiirmiistiir. Bu makale s6z konusu
dénemde siyasi tarihten 6te sosyal tarih iizerinden devlet adamlarimin ve onlarin
esleri konumunda olan cariyelerin hayatimi anlatmaktadir. Sultanlar ve onemli
devlet adamlart ebediyet duygusu ve soyunun devam edemeyecegi korkusunu
¢ok¢a yasadiklar igin cariye almiglardir. Bu durum sultanlarin isteklerini yerine
getirse de diger yandan i¢ ¢atismalari dnleyememistir. Makalede, bu donemde
yasayan kadinlar ¢ok eslilik olgusunu nasil kabul ettiler? Cariyelige karst
kadwnlarin, ¢evrelerinin ve kendi eslerinin tepkileri nasildi? Burcl Memliklerde
sultanlarin ~ cariyeleri ve rolleri nelerdi? Gibi sorular (zerinden bir
degerlendirme yapildi, cariyelerin harem icindeki vasiflari, devlet iizerindeki
yansimalart ve ailevi iligkileri aktarildi. Ayrica bu ¢ergevede Burci Memliikler’in
aile hayati i¢inde cariyelerin avantajlart ve dezavantajlarina da deginildi.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Cariye, Memliikler, Siyaset, Aile, Saray Hayati

ABSTRACT

The Burci Mamluks lived between 1382 and 1517 and continued their existence
after the Bahri Mamluks. This article describes the lives of statesmen and their
concubines who were  their wives, in the mentioned period, through social
history rather than political history. Sultans and important statesmen took a
concubine because they had a feeling of eternity and fear that their lineage would
not continue. Although this situation fulfilled the wishes of the sultans, on the
other hand, it could not prevent internal conflicts. In the article, how did women
living in this period accept the phenomenon of polygamy? How were the
reactions of women, their peers and their spouses against concubinage? What
were the concubines and roles of the sultans in Burct Mamluks? An evaluation
was made on questions such as, the qualifications of the concubines in the harem,
their reflections on the state and their family relations were conveyed. In this
context, the advantages and disadvantages of concubines in the family life of
Burci Mamluks were also mentioned.

Keywords: Concubine, Mamluks, Politics, Family, Palace Life
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GIRIS

Kole ve cariye kavramlari1 arasinda
erkeklik ve disilik anlami barinmaktadir.
Kole kavrami daha genis olup kadin ve
erkek fark etmeksizin tum kolelere
soylenirken cariye sadece kadin koleleri
kapsamaktadir. Cariye, toplumsal ve
sosyolojik bir algi ile bakildiginda sabit ve
genel bir tanim yapmak zordur. Ancak en
genel anlamda savaglarda esir edilen ve

para ile satilan kadin kole seklinde

tanimlanmaktadir (Yilmaz, 2013;

Akgindiz, 2002; Taneri, 1997).
Memliikler’in  sosyal hayatinda

cariyeler, Onemli bir yer edinmislerdir.
Fakat bir yanda cariyelere verilen deger ile
en Ust mevkilere gelen ve sultan olma
likksiine eren cariyeler mevcut iken diger
yanda ise cariye ve kole gibi alt sinifa tabi
tutulmalar1 tezat bir durum olusturmustur.
Yani cariyeler arasinda saraya gelerek en
yiiksek mevkilere erisen oldugu gibi halk
arasinda veya sarayda istismar edilen
cariyeler de olmustur. Ancak genellikle
siyasi tarih yazimi ve mahremiyet duygusu
nedenlerinden dolayr sultan eslerinin
hayatlar1 kitaplara konu olmaktan uzak

diiglin
gecelert,

ylizden  bir
eglence

tutulmustur. Bu
merasimi, bosanma,
karsilama torenleri,
haberleri, acilis torenleri, hac ¢ikis1 ve
dontisti, ziyafetler yani ©Onemli gin ve
gecelerde var olan bilgiler 1s18inda konu
irdelenmektedir. (EI-Makrizi, 1997;
Asur,1992; Frenkel, 2017; Yigit, 2004;
Kortantamer, 2011)

Cariyeler, insan glclne dayanan bir
sistemde var olduklar: i¢in tercih edilme
sebepleri  oluyordu. Bunlar; hasta
bakici/refakatgi, tarlada isci, tacirlerin
mali, glindelik islerde hizmetci, efendisine
alternatif es yani odalik cariyelerin
gorevleri arasinda idi. Dahasi cariyeler,
niifus artis1 ve devletin bekasi igin

dogum ve Olim
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dogurgan olanlar tercih edildi.
sadik olan cariyelerine ¢ocuklarini emanet
ettikleri gibi hastalandiklarinda kendilerine
bakmak icin de sahipleri tarafindan tercih
edilirdi (Akkus Yigit; 2015; Peirce; 2012;
Ayan; 2017).

Memlikler, genellikle evlendikleri
hanimlarini, ailelere  mensup
olanlardan secer veya hareme ait
cariyelerden alirdi. Cogunlukla kendi
aralarindan birileri ile evlenmeyi tercih
ederlerdi. Devletin bekast
oldugunda ise bazi sultanlar, devletlerinin
idamesi i¢in hanedanlar arasinda evlilik
yaparlardi. Bu evlilikler, genellikle siyasi
oldugundan dolayr goniil rizast ¢ok
aranmazdi. Bu yiizden de kendi goniil
genellikle

Ayrica

soylu

s0z konusu

rizalarim  arayan sultanlar,
cariyeler ile evliligi tercih ederdi (Akkus

Yigit; 2015; Pewrce; 2012; Ayan; 2017).

Sultan, emir ve devlet adamlarinin
evlilikleri genellikle kendileri gibi Ust
tabakadaki hanimlarla veya haremde

bulunan cariyelerle oluyordu. Sarayda hem
¢ok eslilik hem de tek eslilik mevcuttu.
Fakat ekseriyetle ¢ok esli sultanlarin
oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu durum ise
hanedan i¢inde zayifliga, kadinlar arasinda
haset duygusunun artmasina, entrika veya
tuzaklara, cocuklar1 arasinda kiskancliga
ve 1rk farkina neden olmustur. Bu sebepler
ise bir devletin ikbalini 6nlemektedir
(Akkus Yigit 2015; Ayubi, 2019).
Dolayisiyla cariyelerin veya eslerin
sultanlar i¢in hem olumlu hem de olumsuz
yonleri vardir. Ancak belirleyici faktor,
topluma fayda saglamak i¢in potansiyel
giiclerini  erkekler {izerinde kullanip
kullanmadiklaridir. Bu durumda iktidara
sahip olmak veya sahip olanlar1 elde
tutmak sultan esleri ve cariyeler icin ideal
bir yer olarak goriilmektedir. Sultanlarin
gonlinu kazanan cariyeler ise sultanlar ile
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evlenir ve saray hayatinda en yiiksek
konumlardan  birine  gelirdi. Eger
cariyelerin efendisinden ¢ocugu olursa bu
cariyelere “immda’l-veled” denir ve dnemli
bir konuma erisirdi. Ummii’l-veled;
efendisinden ¢ocugu olan cariyeler igin
kullanilan bir statiidiir. Ummii’l-veled
olmak, koleligi sonlandirmak ve bu
durumda dogan ¢ocugun hiir sayilmasi i¢in
onemli bir hukuki statudir (Akgundiz,
2002). Kadin kolenin anne rolii olarak es
ve bir 0Ozgiir ¢ocuk
dogurmasi cariye anne icin gelebilecek en
yiksek konumdu. Ummi’l-veled olmak
koleligi sonlandirmak adina alternatifli bir
yoldur. Nitekim efendisi cariyeyi ister azat
etsin  ister etmesin efendi  6lunce
kendiliginden hiir kabul edilmektedir.
Anne, cariye yani kole olsa bile ¢ocuk,
cariyenin efendisinden oldugu icin hiir
kimse kabul edilir ve tahta varis olurdu.
(Aydin, 2002; York: 2006; Ghersetti,
2018; Aktan, 2001).

Burci Memliikler’in Ik Sultam
Meliki’z-Zahir Berkuk’un Cariyeleri

Memlik tarihine bir girizgah
yapildiktan sonra Berkuk donemindeki
cariyeleri aktarmak faydali olacaktir.
Memliik kelimesinin sézliikk anlami “malik

statlisiini  almasi

olunan sey” demek olup mal veya esya
gibi  sahiplik iliskisini de igerisinde
barindirmaktadir  (Kiziltoprak,  2004).
Diger bir anlami ise sahip olunan askeri
kole (Keaney, 2009) veya kolelestirilmis
insan, demektir (Lindsay, 2005).
Memliikler, Bati’dan  gelen  Suriye
kiyilarina yerlesmeye calisan Haglilar’in,
Dogu’daki Mogollar’in ve Orta Asya’nin
kritik bir doneme girdigi zamanda diinya
sahnesine c¢ikmistir (Behrens-Abouseif,
Practising Diplomacy, 2014). 1250 ile
1517 yillar1 arasinda hiikiim stirmiis ve iki
devreye ayrilarak incelenmistir. Birinci
devre “Bahri  Memlukleri” 1250-1382
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yillar1 arasinda etkin olmustur. ikinci
devre ise “Burci (Cerkes) Memlukleri”
1382-1517 yillarinda varligini  devam
etmistir (Williams, 2008; Kopraman,
1992). Burci Memlikler’inden Berkuk'un
saltanat girisimleri sonucu Bahri
Memliikleri’nin son sultani olan
Zeyneddin 1l. Haccit ile sona ermistir
(1382) (Yigit, 2015; Kopraman, 1992).
Berkuk’un tahta gelmesiyle Cerkez veya
Burci Memliikleri kurulmustur (1382)
(Yigit, 2015; Kopraman, 1992).

Berkuk déneminde cariyeler, ibn
Tagriberdi’nin koleler hakkinda verdigi
bilgiye bakilirsa ¢ogunlukla Cerkesya’dan
geldigi bilinmektedir (ibn Tagriberdsi,
2013). Dolayisiyla Cerkez cariyelerin ¢ok
oldugu ve Misir’a rahatlikla girdikleri
gorilmektedir. Cerkesya’dan gelen bu
cariyelere ise Colban veya Culban
denilmistir.  Bu  isimle adlandirilan
cariyeler, genellikle Cerkez asilli olarak
aktarilmaktadir (Tekindag, 1961).

Sultan’1n haremine gelince
Berkuk’un cariyelerinden biri Sul’dur ve
Berkuk ez-Zahir'in evinde biiyiimiistiir. Bu
sirada egitim ve Ogretimiyle yakindan
ilgilenilmis, edeple yetistirilmistir.
Makrizi'ye gore bekaretinde yani yaklagik
on bes yaslarinda onda edep ve sanat
bilgisini gordiigiini belirtmektedir.
Sonrasinda sultan esi olmus ve timmii’l-
veled konumuna gelmistir. Bu cariyenin
ustatligl, sarki bilgisi, asaleti, yonetimi ve
yiligi Olene kadar devam etmistir.
Boylelikle cariyelerin direkt tiiccarlardan
alindiktan sonra immi’l-veled
konumuna gelmediklerini ve
egitime tabi tutulduklarini da
anlamaktayiz. Bir cariye,
saraya alinmis, egitim verilmis ve
validenin  gOzetiminde  yetistirildikten
sonra es veya ummii’l-veled konuma
gelebilmistir. (Sehavi, 1992).

veya €s$
sarayda

kiiciik yasta
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Sultan’in diger cariyesi ise Hond
Sirin’dir ve Yunan asillidir. Bu cariyeden
Faraj/Ferec adinda bir oglu vardir. Ferec,
Berkuk’un en biiyiik ogludur (Akkus Yigit,
2016). Hond Sirin o6ldiigiinde var olan
konumunun kiskanilmasindan dolay1r ona
biiyli yapildi diye bir cariye su¢lanmig
(Ahmed, 1992) ve kirba¢ cezasi almistir.
Bu durum harem hayatinda yasanan c¢ok
esliligin dogurdugu i¢ kargasalardan biri
olmustur (Akkus Yigit, 2014).

Ayrica donem i¢inde Cerkez
kolelerin arttig1 goriilse de Rum asilh
cariyeler de goriilmiistiir. Hatta Sultan’in
Rum asilli bir cariyesi vardir. Bu Rum
asilli cariye daha sonra Sitti’l Kiibra
statlisine gelerek haremde ve siyasette

etkili olmayir basarmistir. Bu makama
gelen cariyenin soOziine itibar edilmistir.
Boylelikle  sultanin  veya  validenin

giivenini kazanarak daha sonra sultan esi
olabilme imkani1 elde edebilir. (Frenkel,
2017; Akkus Yigit, 2014). Ayrica Qunnuq
Bey adinda bir Tirk cariyesi de
bilinmektedir (Frenkel, 2017).
Meliki’l-Esref Seyfeddin Baybars
(1422-1438) ve Cariyelikten Hond el-

Kiibra’hga Yiikselen
“Colban/Colban’in” Sosyal Hiyerarsisi
Havend/Hond  El-Kiibra adiyla

anilan kisi, sultana en yakin kisi olmus ve
sultanin  gilivenini  kazanmis demektir.
Sultan Baybars’in ilk olarak Colban veya
Colban (Tekindag, 1961) Ibni Yesbek
Tatar adinda Onemli ve saygideger bir
cariyesi vardir. Colban veya Colban
seklinde zikredilen cariye Cerkez olup
Esref kabilesine Colban,
Sultan Baybars tarafindan satin alinmistir.
Bu cariye ile Baybars’in Yusuf adinda bir
ogullar1 olmustur. —soyunun devami ve
hanedanin 6mrii i¢in Yusuf, Baybars’dan
sonra tahta gececek olan Sultan’dir.-
Yusuf, 14 Nisan 1424  tarihinde

mensuptur.
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dogmustur. Colban, boylelikle timmii’l-
veled statlsine gelmistir.  Akabinde
Sultan, cariye ile nikahlanmistir. Hond El-
Kiibra olarak sarayin bas hatunu olan
cariye, sultanin sevdigi bir hond olmay1
basarmistir. Cariyelikten en iist statiiye
gelerek sultanin degerli hanimlarindan
olmustur. Sultanin gbdziinde muteber,
saygin ve niifuz sahibi bir kadin oldugu
bilinmektedir (Ali Seyyid, 1988). Bunun
delili olarak Sultan, onun igin Bilad el-
Cerkes’ten yani Cerkes iilkesinden kiz
kardesi ve akrabalarini getirterek onlara
Misir’da maas ve ikta baglamistir (Ez-
Zahiri, 1892). Daha sonra ailesiyle hac
yapmistir (Sehavi, 1992; Akkus Yigit,
2016). Sahin ez-Zahiri Kesfii’l-
Memalik’inde Colban’in yani sultanin
karisitnin - aile  bireylerini
Yaklagik yedi yiliz elli kisi
aktarmaktadir (Ez-Zahiri, 1892).
Memliik sultanlarindan hem Turk
hem de Cerkez’lerin ddnemlerinde,
akrabalarin getirilmesi iktidardaki sultanin
ayricaligiydi.  Sultanmin  getirdigi  aile
uyelerinin neredeyse hepsinin iktidardaki
sultanlarin veya sultanlarla evlilige bagl
emirlerin akrabalaridir. (Yosef, 2012).
Boylelikle kole konumunda olan bir
cariye, saraya gelince cevresini ve
kendisinin yasamini nasil etkiledigini de
gorilmektedir. Yani bir cariye saray
hayatina girerek sadece kendi hayatini

saymistir.
oldugunu

degil aslinda ailesinin hayatim1 da
miireffeh  kilmig ve ailesine avantaj
saglamistir. (EI-Makrizi, 1997; Sehauvi,
1992).

Hond El-Kiibra olarak sarayin bas
hatunu olan cariye,
kazanmis demektir. siyasete yoOn
verebilecek  seviyeye gelmistir (Ali
Seyyid, 1988; Abdurrezzak, 1999). Sultan
ona saygl duymus, goriislerini benimsemis
ve onun isteklerini yerine getirmistir. Bunu

sultanin  gilivenini
Yani
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bilen ¢evresi ve onu taniyan halk, kendi
ihtiyaclarint  karsilayabilmek i¢in ilk
olarak bu  cariyeye danigsmislardir.
Yardimsever bir yonii oldugu i¢in insanlar,
sorunlarint beyan etmede c¢ekinmemistir.
Ayni1  zamanda devlet
adamlarinin da sevgisini ve itibarini
kazanmistir (Ali Seyyid, 1988).

Colban’in statiistine ve edindigi
vasiflarina degindikten sonra kaynaklarda
olima ile ilgili bilgiler mevcuttur. Bu
bilgilere gelince 6limi hakkinda siipheler
vardir. Ciinki Sultan ve hizmetgileri
Colban’in ani o6ldigilinii goriistindedirler.
Sara hastast olarak bilinen cariyenin
zehirlenerek oldirildigi ifade
edilmektedir (EI-Makrizi, 1997; Sehauvi,
1992). Yasanan bu olaylarin benzerleri
saray hayatinda c¢ok kez meydana
gelmigtir. Eger Sultan hastalanir ise onun

emirlerin  ve

annesi sultanin eslerini suclar ve biiyll
yaptigin1 iddia ederdi veya sultan esi
zehirlenir ise diger esleri ya da cariyeleri
sorumlu tutabilirlerdi. Akabinde iddiasini
dogrulamak i¢in cariyelerini dover, bir
sonuca ulasmaya c¢alisirlardi. Bu durum
aslinda aile hayatinda huzursuzlugun ve
giivensizligin  oldugunu gostermektedir
(Abdurrezzak, 1999).

Colban, oldukten sonra Sultan, ona
0zel olarak bir tiirbe yaptirmistir. Colban,
bu tiirbeye gomiilmistir (Ali Seyyid,
1988). Bu cariye, esinin saghifinda vefat
etmistir. (E1-Makrizi, 1997; Sehavi, 1992).

Sultan’in Colban’dan hari¢ birkag
cariyesi daha vardi. Bunlar iimmi’l-veled
olup nikéh kiymadig: cariyeleri idi. Sultan
Baybars’in cariyelerinden olan Cerkes
asilli Melikbay’da bunlardandir.
Sultan’dan Ahmed adinda oglu diinyaya
gelmis ve ona nikdh  kiymadigi
aktarilmistir.  Genellikle immi’l-veled
olan cariyeler satilamadigi ig¢in onlara
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nikdh kiyilmaktadir. Bu durum da nadir
goriilen olaylardandir (Akkus Yigit, 2016).

El-Melikl’l-Esref Seyfeddin
Baybars’in doneminde de bir veba salgini
yasanmigtir. Bu vebalar ise genellikle
kadinlara kisitlamalar getirmistir. Yasanan
veba (Gokhan, 2007) yuzunden sultan
sokaga c¢ikma yasagi koymustur. Fakat
halk zor durumda kalinca cariyelerin
pegeli bir sekilde disar1 ¢ikmalarina izin
verilmistir. Bu durumun bir sonucu olmali
ki vebadan dolay1 ¢ocuk 6liimiinden sonra
en fazla Olii sayisinin cariyeler oldugu
kayitlara diismistiir. Makrizi bu sayiyi
1369 kisi olarak vermistir. Akabinde veba
saraya da sicramistir. Bu vebadan dolayi
Sultan’in hanimlarindan ve cariyelerinden
oldiigii  bilinmektedir (ibn Tagriberdsi,
2013). Onemli tarihgi Makrizi genel olarak
Sultan’1in sarayinda yasayan cariyelerinden
160, odaliklarindan da 17’sinin 6ldiigiinii
belirtir (EI-Makrizi, 1972).

Seyfeddin Baybars, yakalandigi bir
hastaliktan dolayr oglu Yusuf’u halef
secmis ve Cakmak’1 da Yusuf’a naip tayin
ettikten sonra vefat etmistir. Fakat tahta
gecen Yusuf, heniiz 14 yasinda oldugu i¢in
fiillen Cakmak yOnetmistir. Bu silire¢ 3 ay
devam etmis ve Cakmak’in Yusuf’u hal
etmesiyle son bulmustur (Ibn Tagriberdi,
2013; Yigit, 2015).

Meliki’z-Zahir Seyfeddin
Cakmak (1438-1453) ve Haremi

Sultan’in  haremine bakti§imizda
cariyelerin siyasete dahil olduklarin1 ve
yonetimde etkilerini goOrilmektedir. Bu
etki o kadar artmisti ki halk Misir’in
yonetiminin artik kadinlarda oldugunu
soyleyerek Sultan’in etkisinin olmadigini
vurgulamiglardir. Bu durumun siyasete
etkisini gostermektedir (Ali Seyyid, 1988).

Sultan’in  cariyelerine  gelince
Cevher El-Handar ve Hond Colban adinda
iki 6nemli cariyesi vardi (Ali Seyyid,
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1988). Bu cariyelerden Muhammed ve
Fatma adinda iki c¢ocugu bilinmektedir
(Akkus Yigit, 2016). Sehavi ise Dolaybay
adinda bir cariyesinin daha oldugunu
aktarmaktadir. Dolaybay, Zahir Cakmak'in
azath cariyesi olduktan sonra Sam vekili
olan Berkuk ile evlenmis ve ondan
Alaybay isminde bir ¢ocugu olmustur
(Sehavi, 1992). Ayni zamanda soyunun
devami ve hanedanin 6mri i¢in Sultan’in
tek oglu olan el-Malik el-Mansur
Osman’in annesi Rum asillidir. En kiiguk
kiz1 ise Cerkez asill1 bir cariyeden diinyaya
gelmistir. Boylece asagida aktaracagimiz
cariye ile birlikte alt1 cariyesinin oldugunu
ve bunlardan da dort ¢ocugunun oldugu
anlasilmaktadir (Johnson, 2019).

Cariye almanin dezavantajlarindan
olan aile i¢i siddetli gecimsizlikler,
kiskangliklar ve huzursuz ortamlarin
varligin1 da unutmamak gerekir. Sultan’in
hir ve Onemli eslerinden olan Honda
Mogol El-Bariziyye adinda bir esi vardir.
Misir’in = soylu  kadinlarindan  olan
Sultan’in esi Mogol, Sehavi’ye ye gore
Musirli’dir ve ii¢ evlilik gerceklestirmistir.
Honda Mogol El-Bariziyye’nin dgunci
evliligi Memliikk Sultani
Ayrica Hatice adinda bir kizlar1 vardir.
Honda Mogol El-Bariziyye, soyunun ustiin
olmasini1 6ne siirerek kendini cariyelerden
ustiin gormus ve Sultan’in onlara diiskiin

ile yapmistir.

olmasimm1 kiskanmistir. Bu yiizden de
Sultan ile aralarinin genellikle agik oldugu
soylenmektedir.  Aslinda  bu  Ornek
sayesinde ¢ok evlilik yapan sultanlarin
yasadigi tartigmalar da tahmin
edilmektedir. (Sehavi, 1992; Johnson,
2019).

Daha sonrasinda Honda Mogol’un
hicri 850 yilinda bir hac yolculugu
bilinmektedir. Bu olay, yasanan
catismalar1 daha belirgin kilmaktadir. Hac
merasimlerinde ilk olarak hac Kkafilesi

Ekinci ve Yavuz

tahtirevanlari siislenmis bir sekilde sehirde
dolagsmaya baglardi. Bu kafile dolasirken
gosterisli atli birlikler onlara eslik ederdi.
Ayrica yiyecek ve igecek ihtiyaglarini da
tastyan binekler vardi. Bunun yaninda
halka sunulan sekerlemeler ve dagitilan
paralar da olurdu. Bu merasim hem
giderken hem de gelirken gergeklesirdi
(Sehavi, 1992; Johnson, 2019; Akkus
Yigit, 2016). Bundan dolayr ddnemin
tarihgileri, bu yolculuklarda Sultan eslerini
tasiyan tahtirevanlarin  6zelliginden ve
giizelliginden bahsetmislerdir.
Tahtirevanlarin fiziki 6zelligi de gliniimiiz
araba modelleri gibi dikkat cekici bir
durum olmustur (Behrens-Abouseif, The
Mahmal, 1997). Fakat Honda Mogol’un
hac merasiminin ¢ok gosterisli olmamasi
bir anormal durum oldugunu gdstermistir.
Ciinkii Sultan’in Surbay Cerkezi adinda bir
cariyesinin oldugu ve bu cariyeden dolay1
Sultan’1 kiskandigini bilinmektedir.
Akabinde esler arasinda c¢ikan c¢atisma
sonucu Honda Mogol tarafindan bu
cariyenin  zehirlendigi  sdylenmektedir.
Bunun iizerine Sultan, Honda Mogol’u
bosamistir (Johnson, 2019). Dolayisiyla
cariyelerin varligr evliligi etkilemis ve
bosanmaya  sebep Ayrica
onceden de aktarildigi gibi kim 6liir veya
zehirlenirse otomatikman suglu bir diger
rakibi tahmin edilirdi. Bu ylzden gercek

olmustur.

sucluyu bulmak zordu (Abdurrezzak,
1999). Bu durumlar hanedan arasinda
yasanan sorunlardan olmustur. Rakip

gordiigi  kisileri bertaraf ederek tek
olmaya ¢alistyorlardi.

Meliki’z-Zahir Hoskadem (1461-
1467) ve Iki Cariyesi: Seker Bay ve
Surbay el-Cerkesiyye/Cerakise

Melik Zahir Hoskadem, tek esle
nikdhli olan sultanlardandir. Bunun bir
etkisi ise Sultan esinin tasavvuf ehlinden

olmasindandir.  Ciinkii  Asur’un  el-
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Mucteme’el-Misri  adli  eserine  gore
Sultan’in esi tasavvufa yonelmis ve hatta
hirka  giymistir  (Asur,1992).
tarihcilere gore kendini Ahmedi tarikatina
adamas,

etmistir. Muhtemelen bu durum Sultan’1 da

Bazi

rabitlara ve zaviyelere devam

etkilemistir. Hatta doneminde bu ilim
meclislerine  katilan  bazi1  kadinlar,
kendilerine  seyh  dahi  demislerdir
(Asur,1992).

Seker Bay, oOnceki sultanlardan

birinin azat edilmis kdlesiydi. Yaklasik
hicri 800 yilinda dogan Cerkez Seker Bay,
once Sultan EI-Melik EI-Nasir Faraj’in
cariyesi olmustur. Faraj veya Ferec’den
hi¢ ¢ocugu olmadigi bilinen bu cariye,
onun Oliimiinden sonra azat edilmistir.
Ancak cariye, ummi’l-veled statistinden

degil, sahipleri  tarafindan  serbest
birakilmistir. Bazen efendileri istedikleri
cariyeyi kosulsuz da serbest

birakmiglardir. Seker Bay sonrasinda Emir
Abrak El-Cekami ile evlenmis ve bir kiz
cocuk  dogurmustur. Emir  Abrak’in
Olimiinden sonra ise Seker Bay, o
donemde Hassaki Memlikleri’nden olan
Hoskadem ile evlenmistir. Sehavi bu
evlilikten  {i¢ ¢ocuklari oldugunu
belirtmektedir. Ancak isimlerini
zikretmemistir (Sehavi, 1992; Frenkel,
2017).

Memliikk hanimlari, dindarligin bir
simgesi olarak hac seferleri yaparlardi.
Ayn1 zamanda hac ziyareti aristokrat
hanimlarin imajinin bir pargasiydi. Bu
sayede hem dini hem de sosyal bir stat
elde ederek halk tarafindan
benimsenirlerdi (Behrens-Abouseif, The
Mahmal, 1997). Nitekim 868 yilinda Seker
Bay’in da gosterisli bir merasim ile hac
yolculugu yaptigi ve 869 yilinda donis
merasiminin  de  gosterigli  oldugunu
bilmekteyiz. Fakat Seker Bay, bu hac
doniigliniin ertesi yil1 hayatin1 kaybetti.
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Takriben 870 yiliydi (Sehavi, 1992;
Johnson, 2019). Sehavi, Ahmet el-
Bedevi’nin mevlidinin her yi1l Havendii’l-
Kiibra yani Seker Bay tarafindan
kutlandigin1 belirtmektedir (Sehavi, 1992).

Sultan Hoskadem, Seker Bay’in
hayat1 boyunca baska kimseyle evlenmedi.
870’te Seker Bay’in olimiinden sonra,
oglu Ferec/Faraj’in annesi, cariye Surbay
ile evlendi ve onu da Havendi’l-Kibra
olarak belirledi (Sehavi, 1992). Tek esli
olan sultan icin Surbay el-
Cerkesiyye/Cerakise’nin  yeri de
olmustur. Sultanin zevcesi Honda Seker
Bay vefat ettikten sonra Ummui’l-veled
olan cariyesi Surbay ile o yil iginde
evlenmistir. Sonra onu “Hond el-Kibra”
yaparak en yiiksek statliiye getirmistir.

ayri

Cariyelikten Hond el-Kubra statiisiine
gelerek  Sultan’in  yaninda  itibarini
arttirmigtir.  Sultan, Surbay’it Kaatii’l-
Avamid’e oturtmustur (Akkus Yigit,

2016). Ayn1 zamanda bir de kiz1 vardir ve
bu kizinin o6ldigi kayitlara gecgmistir.
Hatta Oliimiinden sonra annesi mezarligi
ziyarete gitmis ve ziyaret sirasinda sultan
eslerine uygulanan gizlilik prensibini
uygulamislardir (Behrens-Abouseif, The
Mahmal, 1997). Akabinde Surbay, bir
donem hastalanmis ve ona 06zel olarak
Nil’e yakin temiz bir yer ihdas etmistir ve
tyilestikten sonra onun adina eglenceler
diizenlemistir (Akkus Yigit, 2014). Ancak
bu cariye de sultandan 6nce 6lmiis ve onun
cenaze namazini kildiktan sonra onun i¢in
yapilan tiirbesine gOmilmiistiir. Geride
miras olarak 50.000 dinar biraktig1 ve
yaninda  birgok  taki  ve
miicevherlerinin de oldugu bilinmektedir
(Sehavi, 1992).

Hoskadem, cariyelerin etkisi altinda
kalmistir.  Devlet  ybnetiminde  ve
siyasetinde etkin rol oynamislardir (Ali
Seyyid, 1988). Sultan, 6nce Seker Bay

bunun
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sonra Surbay ile yasaminda tek esle
yasamistir. Bu durum cariyelerinin baskin
dine  meyilli
alakalidir. Sultan’in tek esle yasamini
strdirmesi ise Memlik tarihinde ender
goriilen aile hayati olmustur (Rapoport,
2007).

olmast  ve olmasiyla

Melik(’l-Esref Seyfeddin
Kayitbay (1468-1496) ve Cariyeleri

Cerkez sultanlarin on  besinci
sultanidir (ibn Tagriberdi, 2013). Bilimsel
ve dini konulara yogunlasarak arastirma
yapan sultanin (Asur,1992) miicadele ettigi
devlet, Osmanlilar olmustur.
onemini kavrayan Sultan Kayitbay,
Akkoyunlular ile sulh yapmistir. Daha
sonra Cem Sultan’1 iilkesine kabul ederek
Osmanlhilar ile gerginligi daha da
artirmistir.  Ancak savagsmak istemeyen
sultan Osmanlilar ile 15 y1l devam edecek
bir sulh yapmustir (Yigit, 2015).

Sultan Egref Kayitbay’in haremine
baktigimizda ise bir cariyesinin adinin
Asilbay oldugu ve ayn1 zamanda timmii’l-
veled oldugu bilinmektedir. Kendisinden
sonra tahta ¢ikacak olan oglu Muhammed
bu cariyeden diinyaya gelmistir.
Dolayisiyla bu cariye sayesinde devletin

Bunun

omriinii ve soyunu uzatmistir. (Frenkel,

2017; Akkus Yigit, 2016). Sultan’in
cariyesi de siyasete muidahale
edenlerdendir. Akabinde hapse atilan

memliik askerlerini serbest birakmalarini
isteyerek Ozgiirliikklerine kavusturmustur
(Ali Seyyid, 1988). Ayrica yaptig1 hac
yolculugundan dolay1 haberdar oldugumuz
bir diger cariyesi de Fatma’dir. 897 yilinda
oldukga buylk bir toren duzenlenerek
kutsal topraklara dogru yolculuga ¢ikmistir
(Johnson, 2019).

Kayitbay’dan sonra sirasiyla el-
Meliki’n-Nasir Muhammed b. Kayitbay
(1496-1498) -Annesi Asilbay adinda bir
cariyedir. Dolayisiyla bu cariye sayesinde
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devletin Omriinii ve soyunu uzatmigtir.-
(Akkus Yigit, 2016), el-Melikii’z-Zahir
Kansu (1498-1499), el-Meliki’l-Egref
Canbolat (1499-1501) ve el-Meliki’l-Adil
Seyfeddin Tomanbay (1501-1501)
gecmistir. Bu sultanlar, bes yil i¢inde her
yila bir sultan diisecek kadar saltanatlar1 az
olmustur. Ayrica yasanan ¢Okiis siirecinin
de habercisi olmuslardir (Yigit, 2015).

MelikU’l-Esref Kansu  Gavri
(1501-1516)

Sultan Kayitbay’dan sonra hemen
hemen her yil bir sultan degiserek 5 yil
devam ettikten sonra Kansu Gavri tahta
gecmistir. Bu siralarda Sultan Kansu Gavri
60 yaslarinda idi (Miroglu, 1992; Yigit,
2015; Kopraman, 1992). Bu yasta
memliikler tarafindan seg¢ilmesinin nedeni
olarak yasinin biyiikligi ve isteklerini
yaptirma diisiincesi olmustur (Anonim,
Tuhfetd’l Memlik Siyasetname, 2016).

Sultanin  haremi  hakkinda ise
Memliik tarihinde son hac yolculugu yapan
Ummi  Sidi Muhammed olarak tahmin
edilen esi vardir (Johnson, 2019). Ummii
Sidi hakkinda hizmetkarlarina karsi1 comert
olmadigr  aktarilmaktadir. Hatta hac
merasimleri sirasinda geleneksel
olan sekerleme ve akceleri dahi vermemis
ve halk bu durumdan sikayet¢i olmustur.
Fakat bu durum doénemin vermis oldugu
ekonomik ve siyasi sebeplerden de
kaynaklanabilmektedir (Behrens-Abouseif,
The Mahmal, 1997; Johnson, 2019).

Burci Memliikler’in Yikilis1 ve
Yikilis Evresinde Cariyelerin Etkisi

Meliki’l-Esref Tumanbay (1516-
1517), Kansu Gavri’nin yegeni ve Burci
Memliikler’in de son sultan1 olmustur.
Savastan maglup ¢ikan Memliikler’i teskin
etmek oldukca zordu. Belki de bu yizden
amcasinin  verdigi  vergi  kurallarim
kaldirarak  halk  tarafindan  sempati
kazanmaya calismistir. Ancak Osmanlilar

ikram
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ile miicadele bitmemisti ve bu yiizden de
teskin etmek kolay degildi (Kopraman,
1992; Miroglu, 1992; Yigit, 2015;
Afyoncu, 2016; Emecen, 2017).

1517 yilinda gergeklesen Ridaniye
Savasi yine Memliikler’in maglubiyeti ile
sonug¢lanmistir (Kopraman, 1992; Miroglu,
1992; Yigit, 2015; Afyoncu, 2016;
Emecen, 2017). Savas esnasinda kendini
zor  kurtaran  Tumanbay,  savastan
kagmistir.  Fakat  kisa sonra
yakalanmistir (Miroglu, 1992; Afyoncu,
2016; Emecen, 2017). Kaynaklara gore
Yavuz Sultan Selim, onu 06ldirmek
istememistir. Fakat halkin ona olan
sevgisini gorunce tekrar bir ayaklanma ve
baskaldirinin olacagi disiincesiyle
asmistir. Boylece Memliikler’in son sultani
Tumanbay (1516-1517) ile 267 yillik

siire

hikim stren Memlikler, resmi olarak
yikilmistir  (1517). (Kopraman, 1992;
Miroglu, 1992; Yigit, 2015; Afyoncu,
2016; Emecen, 2017, Marsot, 2007;
Williams, 2008).

Memlik koleleri, genellikle
askerlik ruhunu kaybetmemeleri igin

koleler ile evlenmislerdir. Ancak Burciler
déneminde  bu  duruma  hassasiyet
gosterilmemis ve ayni asamalardan gelen
Tirk veya Cerkez kizlariyla yani esir

koleler ile evlenmemislerdir. Boylece
etnik  kokenlerini korumamislardir. Bu
durum devam etmeyince bozulmalara
neden olmustur. Aile ici alt ve {ist, irk ve
koken sorunu yaratmistir. Dolayisiyla
Burci  Memlikler Doéneminde  Bahri

Memliikler’e nazaran aile i¢i ¢atismalar ve
anlagsmazliklar daha ¢ok goriilmiistir (El-
Makrizi, 1997; Asur,1992; Ali Seyyid,
1988; Yigit, 2015).

Diger yandan Cerkes Memliikleri
ile baslayan bir yonetimi ve degismeyi
islerinden uzaklagsma olarak goren Tirk
koleler, bu durumu hazmedememistir. Bu
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da zaman zaman Memliikler arasinda i¢
isyanlara sebebiyet vermistir (Turan,
1947).

Devlet yonetiminde bu gibi sorunlar
yasarken harem icinde de bazi sorunlar
mevcuttu. Bunlar da durumu etkileyen aile
i¢i catismalara neden olmaktaydi. Ciinkii
saraya girenler diger cariyelere gore daha
sansli yasamaktaydi. Saraya giren cariye
sultan esi olmasa da sarayda yasamanin
oldugu  rahatliktan  dolay1
digerlerine nazaran konumlar1 daha iyiydi.
Ancak bu durum bazen tam tersine de
sirayet edebilirdi. Nitekim yaptiklar1 hata
canlarina mal olabilirdi. Dolayisiyla sultan
esi olmayip sarayda giinlik isler ile
mesgul olan cariyeler hakkinda bazi suglar
mevcuttur. Ornegin bir cariye yasanan
rahatligt ve zenginligi goriip hanimini
kiskanmigs ve onu Oldlirmiistiir. Zenci
cariyenin cezast ¢armtiha gerilmedir. Bir
baska Ornek; Sultan Berkuk’un esi Hond
Sirin  oldiiglinde ona biiyii yapildigi
soylenerek bir cariye suc¢lanmistir. Bunun
cezasi ise kirbag olmus ve bu sorgu
sirasinda Hristiyan bir adami sug¢lamistir.
Bunun (zerine cariye ve Hristiyan adam
miiebbet hapis alarak orada Olmiislerdir.
Bir diger ornek ise 1434°de Sultan
Baybars  zamaninda  bir

vermis

cariyeye,
haniminin alt1 yasindaki oglunu suya atip
bogmas1 iizerine ceza olarak kisas
uygulanmistir (Ahmed, 1992; Akkus Yigit,
2016).

Cariyelerin diger bir girisimleri ise
casusluk veya muhbirlik vasiflartydi. Bu
durum devletin yararina olabilecegi gibi
zararina da olabilirdi. On dordiincii
ylizyilin ilk yarisinda Sam valisi olan
Tenkiz, Mogol topraklarinda kendisi i¢in
glizel kole kizlarindan olusan bir grup
topladi. Sam'a geldikten sonra, bazi kole
kizlarin1 ud c¢almayir O&greten iinli bir
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miizisyen olan Ibrahim Sarim'in bakimina
halkinin miizik grubuna dahil edildi. Bu
gruplar, on ila on bes kole kizdan
olusurdu. Tenkiz, her birini 6zel maiyetine
ald1 ve haberlesmede kullandi. Boylelikle
casusluk/muhbirlik alaninda bu
cariyelerden yararlandi (Rapoport, 2007).
Bazi sultanlarin zevk ve sefaya
dalarak cariyelere kapilmalari ve hatta
yasanan ekonomik krizlere ragmen onlara

SONUC
Burci  Memlukleri ~ déneminde
Bahri Memlukleri’ndeki gibi bir cariye -
Seceriiddiir- sultan olmamistir. Sultan
olan yani yo6neten hikminde bir cariye
mevcut degildir. Bu yilizden de cariyeler
daha ¢ok harem ile ilgilenmis ve sultan
etki kurmaya calismiglardir.
Dolayisiyla sultan esi yani immii’l-veled
hizmet¢gi ve hidane
gelerek  etkili  olmak
istemislerdir. Bu durumun neticesinde
Kimi zaman ailelerini refaha
kavusturmuslar kimi zamanda agir olan
vergileri diisiirmiislerdir. Ayni1 zamanda
cariyelerin dénem icinde hizmetci, casus
ve hidane statiisliniin olmasi1 onlarin
sadece alternatif es olmadiklar1 da
gostermektedir.

Bu donemde her ne kadar cok
eslilik  varligim1  korusa da yasayan
kadinlar ve cariyeler ¢ok eslilik olgusunu
benimsemedikleri gorulmektedir. Zira aile
ici catigmalar, alt-iist iliskisi ve hatta
birbirlerini kiskandiklar1 ig¢in o6ldiiriilme
sebepleri dahi mevcuttur. Bu durum
harem arasinda kargasaya neden oldugu
anlagilmaktadir. Dolayisiyla
alirken alma ihtimaline

luzerinde

cariye,
konumlarina

casus,

cariye

veya kars1
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yerlestirdi. Bu cariyeler daha sonra hane
hazineden yiliksek maas vermeleri de bir
sorun teskil etmistir. Yasanan salginlar,
depremler ve kitliklar da bas gosterince
yikilis kaginilmaz olmustur. Dolayisiyla
yikilis evresinde cariyelerin etkisinin
sonucu sosyal ve siyasi sorunlar1 ve
ekonomik sikintiyr 6n planda tutmustur.
(EI-Makrizi, 1997; Asur,1992; Ali Seyyid,
1988; Yigit, 2015; Lewis, 1997).

kadinlarin, cariyelerin ve
kendi eslerinin  bu nahos
karsiladiklar1 goriilmiistir. Bu yasanan
kargasadan devlet yoOnetimi etkilenmis,
ikilikler, sorunlar bas gostermis ve ¢okiis

evresi i¢in sorun olusturmustur. Akabinde

gevrelerinin,
durumu

aile  hayat1 bozuldugu i¢in ahlak
problemleri  de  gorilmis, ailede
kiskan¢cliga ve huzursuzluga neden
olmustur. Ailede guven duygusunu
sarstigi icin Olim ve hastalik ile
karsilastiklarinda birbirlerini sug¢ladiklari
gorilmiistiir.

Diger yandan sultanlar, cariyeleri
genellikle yasanan c¢ocuk Oliimlerine

karsin devletin bekasini korumak igin
cariye aldiklar1 da goriilmektedir. Ancak
bu durum bir yandan devletin 6mrini

uzatirken  diger  yandan  sorunlari
beraberinde getirmistir. Nitekim ekte
verilen tabloda da gorildigi gibi

sultanlarin, cariyelerden ¢ocuklar1 oldugu
ve bu bazi cocuklarin sultan olmasiyla
devleti idame ettikleri belirtilmistir.
Dahas1t bazi sultanlar, diplomasi amaci
giiden evlilikler yapmiglardir. Bu zorunlu
evlilikler de sultanlari
evlenmeye meyil ettikleri goriilmustiir.

cariye ile
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EK 1. Burci Memliik Devleti Boyunca Isim Olarak Ele Aldigimiz Cariyeler

Burci Cariye Ad1 Evlendigi Cocugu Meslek
Memlaklaler Sultan
1. Sul Cocuk var. Sarkici
(mugannt)
2. Rum Asillt el-Melikii’z- Cocuk var.
Cariye Zahir Berkuk
3. Hond Sirin Faraj/Ferec
4, Qunnug Bey Cocuk var.
5.
Cerkes Asilli Ahmet
Melikbay el-Melikii’l-
Esref Seyfeddin
6. Hond Kiibra Baybars Yusuf
Colban/Colban (Sultan)
7. Cevher EI- (?ikisinden
Handar Muhammed ve
Fatma adinda 2
8. Hond Colban cocugu
olmustur)
0. Surbay el-Meliki’z-
Cerkesiyye Zahir Seyfeddin
Cakmak
10. Rum Asillt El-Malik El-
Cariye Mansur Osman
11. Cerkez Asilhi Kiz ¢ocuk
Cariye
12. Dolaybay
13. Seker Bay el-Meliki’z- 3 cocuk Mirid
Zahir Hoskadem
14. Surbay Faraj
Cerkesiyye
15. Asilbay el-Melikd’l- Muhammed
Esref Seyfeddin  en-Nasir
Kayitbay (Sultan)
(evlenmemistir)
16. Fatma
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Ataerkil toplumlarda sik goriilen ve cinsiyet esitsizligine dayanan kadina yonelik
siddetin onlenemedigi ya da tekrarlayan gsiddet vakalarimin engellenemedigi
durumlarda kadmn cinayetleri ortaya ¢ikabilmektedir. Giincel literatiir ve raporlar
incelendiginde kadin cinayetlerinin giin gectikce arttigi ve medyada yer buldugu
goriilmektedir. Sosyal medya giicli bir haber kaynagidir. George Gerbner’in
yetistirme teorisine gére sosyal medyamn etkisi kii¢iik ve dolaylidir ancak zamanla
birikir ve anlamli hale gelir. Medya kadin cinayetlerini genis kitlelere kisa zamanda
ulagtirabilmektedir. Kadin cinayetlerinin haber yapiminda ve sunumunda kullanilan
dil, baslik ve gorsel kullanimi, insanlarin duyarsizlasmasina neden olabilmektedir.
Bu duyarsizlasma sonucu zamanla siddet icerikli goriintii ve video izleme bireyde
haz alma seviyesine doniisebilmektedir. Dolayisiyla kadin cinayet olgularinin
artisinda sosyal medyanin kullandigi 6zensiz dil ve magazinsel haber yapimi paynin
oldugunu diisiindiirmektedir. Calismanin amaci, kadin cinayetlerinin medyada
yansimasini  yetistirme kurami g¢ercevesinde literatiir taramasi yéntemi ile
incelemektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kadin, Siddet, Cinayet, Medya

ABSTRACT

Murders of women are occurring in patriarchal societies where violence against
women based on gender inequality cannot be prevented or repetitive violence cannot
be prevented. When the current literature and reports are examined, it is seen that
femicide increases day by day and finds its place in the media. Social media is a
powerful news source. According to George Gerbner's upbringing theory, the impact
of social media is small and indirect, but it accumulates and becomes meaningful
over time. The media can reach large masses of femicides in a short time. The use of
language, headlines and visuals used in news making and presentation of femicides
can cause desensitization of people. As a result of this desensitization, it has been
acquired over time to include content with content content with violent images and
video content. This suggests the share of sloppy language used by social media and
magazine news production in the increase of female gin cases. The purpose of the
study is to examine the reflection of femicides in the media by the literature review
method within the framework of the upbringing theory.

Keywords: Female, Violence, Murder, Media
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GIRIS

Siddet daha  ¢ok  bedensel,
ekonomik ya da idari agidan gii¢lii olanin
digerlerine uyguladig1 duygusal, fiziksel,
ekonomik ve ruhsal bir eylemdir (Akkas
ve Uyanik, 2016). Kadina yonelik siddet
son yillarda giderek artan Onemli bir
toplumsal sorundur ve azimsanmayacak
oranda cinayet ile sonuclanabilmektedir.
Cinayet olayindan once kadinlar ¢ogu kez
cesitli sekillerde siddete maruz
kalmaktadir. Zaman ig¢inde sikligr ve
derecesi artan fiziksel siddet cinayet igin
zemin olusturabilmektedir (Messing ve
ark., 2021; Harden ve ark., 2019). Siddet
sorununun temelinde, ruhsal sorunlar, 6fke
kontroliinde yetersizlik, guc gosterisi fikir
ayriliklart  gibi  pek ¢ok mneden yer
almaktadir (Akkas ve Uyanik, 2016).

Siddetin nedenini aciklayan
teorilerden biri olan ekolojik teoride ortak
merkezli dort daire bulunmaktadir. En
igteki daireyi, bireyin biyolojik yapisi,
cocukluk caginda aile i¢i siddete tanik
olma, ihmal ve istismara maruz kalma gibi
bireysel gee¢misi olusturur. Ikinci daireyi
ailede erkek cinsiyet hakimiyeti, aile
ekonomisinin erkek kontroliinde olmas1 ve
sozlii catisma olusturmaktadir. Uciincii
daire  daha cok  sosyo-demografik
ozelliklerle ilgili olup diisik sosyo-
ekonomik diizey, issizlik, yasanilan ortam,
toplumsal iligkilerin devam ettigi yerler ve
dahil arkadas  gruplarindan
olusmaktadir. En dista olan dordiincii
dairede ise, sosyal ve finansal cevre,
saldirganlik ile birlikte kiiltiirel normlar
yer almaktadir (Heise, 1998). Ayni
zamanda siddetin saldirganlik i¢giidiisii ile
de iligskili oldugu bilinmektedir (Dogan,
2012).

Siddet ve kadin cinayetleri kadar,
bu durumlarin basinda ve sosyal medyada
yer alma sekli de toplumsal agidan

olunan
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onemlidir. Siddetin medyada yer almasi
1950’li yillardan sonra baglamis ve
insanlar Uzerinde en fazla televizyonun
etkisinin oldugu belirtilmistir. George
Gerbner tarafindan gelistirilen yetistirme
kurami silireg, mesaj ve yetistirme
¢oziimlemelerinden olusan, toplumsal
gerceklik ile evrenin anlasilmast ve
televizyon igerigini sorgulayan bir teoridir.
Kurama gore televizyonun etkisi kiiguk ve
dolaylidir, ancak zamanla birikir, artar ve
anlamli hale gelir.
medya da yaygin kullanim alanina sahiptir.
Yetistirme kuramina ait 6nermelerin diger
medya bilesenleri i¢cin de gecgerli oldugu
kabul edilmektedir (Ozer, 2017).

Yapilan literatiir incelemesinde
medyanin kadina yonelik siddeti ve kadin
cinayetlerini isleyisi ve konumlandirmasi
konusunda yapilan arastirmalarin yetersiz
oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bu derlemenin amaci,
kadin  cinayetlerinin  kadina  yonelik
siddetle iligskisini ve medyada yansimasini
yetistirme kurami g¢ercevesinde incelemek
ve bu konuya dikkat cekmektir.

Kadina Yonelik Siddet

Kadina yonelik siddet, “kadinlara,
yalnizca kadin olduklart i¢in uygulanan
veya kadinlar1 etkileyen cinsiyete dayali
bir ayrimcilik ile kadinin insan haklari
ihlaline yol agan ve kanunda siddet olarak
tanimlanan her tiirlii tutum ve davranis”
seklinde tanimlanmaktadir (Ailenin
Korunmasi ve Kadina Karst Siddetin
Onlenmesine Dair Kanun, 2012).

Siddet ¢ogu kez Ogrenilmis korku
duygusu ile  kadinin = tutum = ve
davraniglarint1  kontrol altinda tutma
amacina yonelik uygulanmaktadir. Ayrica
cezalandirmak, baski kurmak ve gii¢
gosterisinde bulunmak amaciyla da bu
eylem gerceklestirilebilmektedir. Kadinda
derin izler olusturan tecaviiz, cinsel
istismar, partner / es siddeti, kadin ticareti,

Gliniimiizde sosyal
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genital mutilasyon, cinsel taciz, zorla
evlilik, cinsiyet temelli eylemler ile kadin
cinayetleri, namus cinayetleri ve kiz ¢ocuk
cinayetleri gibi suglar kadina yonelik
siddet baslig1 altinda yer almaktadir (True,
2010).

Kadina Yonelik Siddet Tiirleri,
Goriillme Sikhig1 ve Nedenleri

Cinsiyet ayrimcilifina bagli olarak
kadinlar fiziksel, cinsel, duygusal ve
ekonomik siddete maruz kalabilmektedir
(Kadinin  Statiisi  Genel  Midiirligi
[KSGM], 2013). Kadinlara kadin olduklar:
igin en c¢ok wuygulanan siddet tiirleri,

fiziksel ve cinsel siddettir. Tiirkiye’de
kadina yonelik aile ici siddet
arastirmasinda kadinlarin %36’s1n1in

fiziksel, %12’sinin cinsel ve %38’inin her
iki giddet biciminden en az birine maruz
kaldig1, ¢ogunlukla cinsel siddetle fiziksel
siddetin bir arada yasandig1
bildirilmektedir (KSGM, 2015). Yanik,
Hanbaba, Soygiir, Ayalti ve Dogan (2014)

kadina yonelik siddet davranislarimi
degerlendirmek icin 900 katilimc1 ile
yaptiklar1  arastirmada; katilimcilardan

%43’liniin en az bir siddet ¢esidine maruz
kaldigini, %18,4’linlin fiziksel, %13’ iinlin
duygusal, %2,9’unun cinsel, %30,2’sinin
sozli ve %8,9’unun finansal siddete maruz
kaldigini bildirmislerdir.

Kadina yonelik siddet tiim diinyada
yaygin olmakla birlikte gelismemis ve
gelismekte olan {ilkelerde daha sik
gorilmektedir. Diinyada en  yaygimn
Gilineydogu Asya’da yasanmakta ve her 3
kadindan 1’1 fiziksel ya da cinsel siddete
maruz  kalmaktadir (World Health
Organization [WHO], 2013). Ayrica
diinyada 15 yas ve iistii kadinlarda siddete
maruz kalma oranlar1 incelendiginde;
Afrika’da %45,6, Giliney Dogu Asya’da
%40,2 ve Avrupa’da %27,2 oldugu
gorilmektedir (Oktay, 2015). Ulkemizde
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ise siddet tilirlerine gore siddete maruz

kalma oranlari bolgelere gore
incelendiginde; fiziksel siddetin en cok I¢
Anadolu  Boélgesinde  (%43), cinsel

siddettin en ¢ok Kuzeydogu Anadolu
Bolgesinde (%16) ve duygusal siddetin ve
istismarin en ¢ok Bati Anadolu (%54)
Bolgesinde yasandig1 gorilmektedir
(Tiirkiye’de Kadina Yonelik Aile Ici
Siddet Arastirmas1 Ozet Raporu, 2014).
Kadin ve erkegin geng yasta olmasi,
disiik egitim diizeyi, yetersiz ekonomik
gelir, kadinin esinden ayr1 ve erkegin issiz
olmasi, erkekte anti sosyal kisilik
bozuklugu ve kadinda depresyon varligi,
her iki cinsiyetin de yasa dis1 ilag ve asiri
alkol tlketmesi, erkek otonomisinin
ylksek, kadin otonomisinin diisiik olmasi

gibi durumlar kadina yonelik siddeti
kolaylastiran risk faktorleridir (WHO,
2012). Ayrica, aile ig¢inde siddetli

gecimsizlik varligi ve erkegin c¢ok esli
olma durumu da siddet olaylarini artiran
nedenlerdendir (Erden ve Akdur, 2018).
Siddetin tiirlinii ayirmaksizin her
tiir siddetin kadinlar {izerinde olumsuz pek
cok etkisi gorilmektedir. Siddete bagh
fiziksel yaralanmalar, mental ve
davranigsal sorunlar, cinsel sorunlar ve
kronik hastaliklar olusabilmekte veya var
olan hastaliklarin siddeti artabilmektedir.
Kadina yonelik siddet Onlenmediginde

boyutu giderek artmakta, duygusal
siddetten, yaralamaya kadar
ilerleyebilmekte, hatta cinayetle

sonlanabilmektedir (Van Wormer, Van
Wormer ve Roberts, 2009). Bu nedenle
kadina yonelik siddet tespit edilir edilmez
onlemler alinmali ve tekrarlanmasi
engellenmelidir.

Kadin Cinayetleri

Kadin cinayeti, kadinin
cinsiyeti yani toplumun kadin i¢in
belirledigi roller nedeniyle dldiiriilmesidir

sadece
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(Dagc1 ve Oren, 2019). Kadin cinayetleri
en ¢ok kadinin esi, partneri ya da eski esi
tarafindan gerceklestirilmektedir. Cinayet
isleyen erkekler cinayet nedeni olarak en
cok kadinin bosanma ve ayrilma (%?28)
istegini ileri slirmektedir (Giines ve
Yildirim, 2019). Pek ¢ok kadin cinayetten
once asagilanmaya, duygusal siddete,
sindirilmeye, cinsel siddete, fiziksel
siddete ~ya da erisilebilir  temel
kaynaklardan mahrum edilmeye maruz
kalmaktadir (WHO, 2012). Erden ve
Akdur (2018)’un arastirmasinda cinayeti
isleyen kisinin en ¢ok kadinin partneri
(%65), cinayet nedeninin tartisma (%37,3)
ve cinayette kullanilan ara¢ olarak ilk
sirada atesli silah (%51,9) oldugunu
belirlemistir. Toprak ve Ersoy (2017)
calismasinda kadin cinayetlerinin en ¢ok
kadinin mevcut ya da eski esi tarafindan
islendigini, o©ldiirme gerekgesi olarak
kiskanglik,  sadakatsizlik,
ayriligin ileri siiriilldiigiinii, faillerin 21-40

namus Ve

ve maktullerin 21-50 yaslar1 arasinda
oldugunu bildirmislerdir. Kadin
cinayetlerinde  fail ve  maktullerin

genellikle diisiik egitim seviyesi, yetersiz
sosyo-ekonomik diizey, issiz ya da vasifsiz
iste ¢alisan bireyler oldugu goriilmektedir
(Echeburda, Ferndndez-Montalvo, de
Corral, P. ve Lépez-Goiii, 2009).
Kadinlarin  yagsam  kalitesi ile
iilkelerin gelismislik diizeyi arasinda yakin
iliski bulunmaktadir. Kadin, Baris ve
Guavenlik  Endeksi  (2019)’ne  gore
kadinlarin yasam kalitesinin en yiliksek
oldugu iilke Norveg¢ olarak belirlenmistir.
Birlesmis Milletler Uyusturucu ve Sug
Ofisi (UNODC, 2019) Kuresel Cinayet
Raporu kadin cinayetlerinin en ¢ok Asya
ve Afrika ulkelerinde, en az ise Avrupa
iilkelerinde yasandigini rapor etmistir.
Glncel  literatir ve  raporlar
incelendiginde kadin cinayetlerinin giin
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gectikce arttifi ve medyada yer buldugu
goriilmektedir. Medyanin bu konuyu
gindeme getirmesi, sorunun tespiti,
goriinlir hale gelmesi agisindan ve genis
kitlelere ulastirmasi bakimindan 6nemlidir,
Ancak sunum, baslik ve gorsel ile ifadenin
magazinsel ve sansasyonel haber olarak
sunulmasinin siddet ve cinayet olgularinin
artisinda payinin oldugunu
distindirmektedir. Bir arastirmada
televizyon haberlerinde kadina yonelik
partner siddeti haberlerinin
yayinlanmasinin bu nedenden dolay1 6liim
olasiligini  %32-42 oraninda arttirdig:
bildirilmistir (Vives-Cases ve ark., 2009).

Kadin Cinayetinin Medyada
Yansimasi

Medya, cep telefonu ve internetin
yayginlagmasi ile birlikte giinlimiizde en
cok kullanilan iletisim ve haberlesme araci
haline donmiistiir. Bu gelismenin sonucu
olarak geleneksel medya adi altindaki
televizyon ve gazeteler, zamanla vyerini
yeni medyaya birakmistir. Yeni medya
bireylerle dogrudan etkilesime geg¢mekte
ve herkese farkli mesajlar gondererek
kitlesizlesmeye neden olmaktadir. Ayrica
zaman sir1 ortadan kalkarak, bireyler
ihtiyag¢ duyduklarinda birbirlerine ileti
gondermekte ve alict bu iletiyi istedigi
zaman cevaplayabilmektedir. Bu medya
tiri lisans zorunlulugu ve uzmanlagsma
gerektirmedigi icin  ¢ok daha genis
kitlelere hizl1 bir sekilde ulasabilmektedir
(Yurdigil ve Zinderen, 2012).

Teknolojideki gelismelerle birlikte
gunluk hayatta herkesin her an rahatlikla
ulasabilecegi sosyal medyada da siddet yer
almaktadir. Erisimin kolay, genis sinirlar
icinde ve hizli olmasi siddet algisimi
degistirmektedir. Kadina yonelik siddet
oldukca yipratici, travmatik ve yikimla
sonuclanabilmekte iken, sanal ortam

araciligityla sosyal medyaya taginarak
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donuk  ve soguk bir gosteriye
dontismektedir (Baudrillard, 2014).
Dolayisiyla siddet olgusunun anlami

degismekte, ifadenin i¢i bosalmakta ve
gercekle olan iliskisi azalmaktadir. Siddet

gorlintiilerinin  sosyal medyada hizla
tiketilmesi ile siddete karsi verilen
toplumsal tepkiler ve empati yetisi
kaybolmakta, siddete kars1

duyarsizlasilmaktadir (Yumruksuz, 2017).
Hatta zamanla siddet igerikli goriintii ve
video izleme birey i¢in haz almaya dahi
neden olabilmektedir (Krahé ve ark.,
2011).  Yumruksuz’un (2017) siddeti
sosyal medyada paylasmanin  birey
uzerindeki etkisini belirlemek i¢in yaptigi
aragtirmada; katilimcilarin %60,4°1 siddet
igerikli paylasimlar yaptiginda psikolojik
acidan rahatladigini ifade ettigi
bulunmustur. Katilimcilarin tamami sanal
ortamda siddet igerikli
gorsellerden gercek yasama gore daha az
etkilendiklerini belirtmistir.

Basinda haber olarak kadina
uygulanan siddet tiirleri arasinda en ¢ok
kadin cinayetleri yer almaktadir. Kadina
uygulanan diger siddet tiirleri alisilageldik
oldugu ve toplumsal olarak
onemsenmedigi i¢in daha az giindeme
getirilmektedir (Binark ve Gencel, 2007).
Kose (2010) calismasinda, haberde yer
alan kadinlarin daha ¢ok cinayet, tecaviiz,
ihmal, istismar gibi durumlarin magduru

izlenen

ve  maktuli  konumunda  oldugunu
saptamistir. Benzer sekilde Akmese ve
Deniz  (2015) kadinlarin  haberlerde

konumlandirilis seklinin en fazla (%45)
magdur ve maktul oldugunu belirlemistir.
Basin iilkelerin yasama, yliriitme ve
yargidan sonraki dordiincii biiyiik giiciidiir.
Ulkeleri hem ulusal hem de uluslararasi
platformda temsil eden bu gug, haber
yapiminda objektif ve tarafsiz bir sekilde
toplumsal olaylar1 yansitmalidir. Ancak
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gliniimiiz medyasinin haberlerde kadinlar
konumlandirma sekli, haber yapiminda ya
da sunumunda baslik se¢imi (Gilines ve
Yildirim, 2019), eril ve 06zensiz bir dil
kullanimi (Can ve Koz, 2018), esitsizligin
yeniden giindeme getirilmesi, olayin
etkisinin hafifletilmesi ve haberin guncel
merkezden uzaklastirilmasi gibi pek ¢ok
durum  kadinlarin  medyadaki  temsil
sorununu olusturmaktadir (Arslan, 2017).
Kadin cinayetleri ile ilgili
haberlerinin incelendigi bir arastirmada,
habercilerin yaptiklar1 haberlerde, kadin
cinayetlerinin aile i¢i siddet baslig1 altinda
verildigi (%25), kurbanin su¢landigi, failin
tamamen sorumlu tutulmadigi ya da suca
neden gostererek ifadeyi yumusatma
egiliminin oldugu belirlenmistir (Gillespie
ve ark., 2013). Ayrica haberlerde gorsel

gazete

Ogeler en ince ayrintilar1 ile verilerek
pekistiriciligi  ve  akilda  kaliciligi
arttirllmaktadir. Medyada en fazla etik
ihlallerin yapildig1 alan da haberlerde
gérsel sunumu ile ilgili olan boélimdar
(Gtiines ve Yildirim, 2019).

Giinlimiizde kadina yonelik siddet
ve cinayet haberlerine gazeteler dgunci
sayfada yer vermekte iken, siddetin
bliyiikliigline bagli olarak haberi birinci
sayfaya tasiyabilmektedir (Altun, Bek ve
Altun, 2011). Medya kadina yonelik
siddeti normallestirerek, magduru
suglayici haber yaparak, kadini
metalastirarak, sunulan haberlerde faili
korumak adma kadinin maruz kaldigi
siddet gecmisine yer vererek siddeti kabul
edilebilir bir durum olarak sunabilmektedir
(Giines ve Yildirim, 2019). Hong Kong’ta
kadin cinayetleri ile ilgili haberlerin analiz
edildigi arastirmada magdurun eylemleri
ile failin nedenleri iliskilendirilmis, toplam
haberlerin %387’sinde nedenin tartisildig:
sonucuna ulasilmistir (Hernéandez, 2018).
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Oysa siddetin ve cinayetin hakli

hichir nedenin  olmadigi  haberlerde
vurgulanmalidir.
Sosyal medyanin toplumda

kadinlarin kabul goérmesi ve algilanmasi
acisindan bicimlendirici bir rolii vardir.
Kadinlarin medyada yer alma sekli
siddetin ve cinayetin magduru; savas,
afetler ve aile ic¢i sorunlarda acinin ifadesi
seklindedir. Bu agidan medya sosyal deger
ve normlar1  belirli bir ¢ergevede
sekillendirebilmekte, yeniden
tanimlayabilmekte = ve  birden fazla
anlamlar  yukleyebilmektedir  (Arslan,
2017).

Medya ve Kadin Toplumsal
Cinsiyet Esitlik¢i Haber Kilavuzuna gore
medya kadina yonelik siddet ve cinayet
haberlerini yaparken ve topluma sunarken;
kaliplasmis soézlerden, yakistirmalardan,
kigisel goriis ve On yargilardan uzak
durmali, aldig1 gorsel
ogeler ile birlikte magazinsel sunumdan
kaginmali  haber  bashigmni itinayla
secmelidir (Turkiye Gazeteciler Cemiyeti
[TGC], 2016).

SONUC

Kadina yonelik siddet daha c¢ok
gelismemis ve gelismekte olan iilkelerde
yasanan evrensel bir sorundur. Altta yatan
temel neden toplumsal cinsiyet
esitsizligidir. Kadin ve erkegin geng yasta
olmasi, diisiik egitim ve gelir dizeyi,
psikolojik problemlerinin varligi, zararl
aligkanliklarin  olmas1 kadina yonelik
siddetin olusmasinda risk faktoridiir.
Kadinlar cinsiyeti nedeniyle en ¢ok cinsel
ve fiziksel siddete maruz kalmaktadir.
Siddetin Onlenemedigi ya da tekrarlayan
siddet engellenemedigi

ayrintilarin  yer

eylemlerinin

KAYNAKLAR

Ailenin Korunmasi ve Kadina Kars1 Siddetin
Onlenmesine Dair Kanun. Kanun No. 6284,
Kabul Tarihi: 8.3.2012.
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durumlarda kadin cinayetlerinin ortaya
citkma olasiligr artmaktadir. Kadinlar en
cok esi, yakin partneri ve eski esi
tarafindan  6ldiriilmektedir. Kadinlarin
bosanma ve ayrilma istegi, kiskanglik,
sadakatsizlik ve namus kavrami1 kadin
cinayetleri i¢in erkekler tarafindan gerekge
gosterilmektedir.

Kadina yonelik siddet ve kadin
cinayet haberlerinin
sunumunda  medya,
oynamaktadir.  Arastirmalar
haberlerde en ¢ok magdur ve maktul
seklinde yer aldigim1 gostermektedir.
Haberlerde kadinlarin konumlandirilma
bi¢imi, haberin yapiminda ve sunumunda
basligin se¢imi, Ozensiz dil kullanimi,
magduru ya da maktulii su¢lama, gorsel
Ogelerin detayli sekilde verilmesi, olayin
etkisini  hafifletmek amaciyla nedene
odaklanma  gibi  durumlar  kadinin
toplumda dogru konumlandirilmas: ile
ilgili olusturmaktadir. Medya
haberlerin yapiminda kullandig1 dil ve
gorsel ogeler ile birlikte habere atilan
baslik konusunda da etik ilkelere bagh
kalmalidir. Patronundan muhabirine tiim
medya iiretici ve sunucular1 kadina yonelik
siddet ve kadin cinayetlerini igeren
haberlerde magazinsel sunumdan uzak,
topluma karst sorumluluklarinin farkinda
olmali ve bu bilingle hareket etmelidir.
Kadina yonelik siddet ve cinayetlerin
azaltilmasi ve toplumun bu konuda duyarh

olusturulmas: ve
kritik  bir  rol
kadinlarin

sorunlari

hale getirilmesi i¢in, kadin cinayetleri ve
medyadaki islenisi ile ilgili daha fazla
calismaya ihtiyag vardir.
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