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Gencligin Topluma Katilma
Oriintiileri

Vehbi Bayhan*

(074

Katilim, aileden uluslararasi platforma, okullara, isyerlerine, saglik hizmetlerine, yerel ve ulusal yone-
timlere, kulUplere, sendikalara, parlamentolara kadar bircok dizeyde gerceklesebilir. Birlesmis Mil-
letler, genclerin katilimini s6yle tanimlamaktadir: ekonomik katilim (galisma ve gelisme), siyasi katihm
(karar alma suregleri), sosyal katiim (toplum ve gevre faaliyetlerinin igcinde yer almak), kilttrel katiim
(sanat faaliyetleri, kilturel degerler ve anlatim).

internet ve sosyal medyanin temel iletisim aygrti ve platformu oldugu cagimizda, kiiresel bilisim top-
lumunda genglerin topluma katiima &érintllerinde yeni bir kavram olarak e-katiim 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.
internet ve sosyal medya aracilig ile kendilerini ifade etme ve sosyal, siyasal ve kiiltiirel baglamda
topluma katilma yeni akiskan toplumun temel formu olmaktadir.

Arastirmalara goére, gencleri topluma hizmet eden faaliyetlere dahil etmek, onlarin kigisel gelisimi,
vatandaslik duygusu, sosyal sorumlulugu, bilgisi, akademik yetenekleri ve kariyer 6zlemleri (izerinde
ciddi olumlu etkiler yaratmaktadir.

Bu calismada, gencligin topluma katim 6rintdleri su basliklar altinda irdelenecektir: ekonomik katil-
ma, siyasal katilma, sosyal ve kultirel katilma, e-katiima.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Genglik, Topluma Katilim, Ekonomik, Siyasal, Sosyal, Kilttrel Katim, E-Katilim.

*Dog. Dr. inénii Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Sosyoloji BoltimU, Malatya, vehbi.bayhan@gmail.com.
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Abstract

Participation can be defined as to be a member of a family, an international organization, schools,
workplaces, healthservices, local and national managements, clubs and even parliaments. United
Nations defines the participation of the youth as follows: economic participation (work and devel-
opment), political participation (resolution process), social participation (to take part in social and
environmental activities), cultural participation (art activities, cultural values and discourse).

In the age of the Internet and social media being the main communication device and platform,
e-participation is emerging as a new concept in the collective participation pattern of young people
in the global information society. Expressing themselves through the Internet and social media and
participating in social, political and cultural contexts is the main form of new fluid society.

The studies show that to include youngs to the social activities creates positive effects on their
self-improvement, sense of citizenship, social responsibility, knowledge, academic skills and career
expectations.

In this study, youth participation collective participation patterns will be examined under the follow-
ing headings: economic participation, political participation, social and cultural participation, e-par-
ticipation.

Keywords: Youth, Participation, Economic, Social, Political and Cultural Participation, E-Participation.

Giris

Bir aile icerisinde diinyaya gelen bireyin ilk sosyallesme kurumu ailedir. Birey, yetistigi
ailesi iginde ait oldugu toplumun bitin kilturel ve sosyal kodlarini 8grenir. Anne ve baba
basta olmak Uzere bltln aile bireylerinin yeni yetisen ¢cocuk ve geng Uzerindeki birincil
etkisi yerini, ergenlik ddneminde akran ve arkadas grubuna birakir. Aile ve akran grubun-
dan sonra siraslyla okul, isyeri ve tim hayati ¢cerceveleyen medya énemli sosyallesme
ajanlandir. Sosyallesme dogum ile baslar ve bireyin 6limlne kadar sirer.

Sosyallesme ajanlarinin bireyin kimliginin olusmasi asamasindaki etkileri bireyin bltiin ha-
yatina yansir. Zamanin ruhu ve i¢inde bulunulan “sosyolojik baglam” bireyi yeniden Uretir.
Bu baglamda, ¢ocukluktan baslayarak topluma katiima &riintlleri de sosyolojik baglam
tarafindan olusturulur. Egitim ve 6gretim slirecinin son diizeyi olan Universite egitimi sireci
de genglerin topluma katiimasinda 6nemli dénemi olusturur. Ancak topluma katilma &riin-
tuleri genc bireyin sosyolojik baglamindan soyut degildir. Kimliginin bilesenleri ve dokusu
hayatinin her asamasinda etkisini gosterir (Bayhan, 2015:369).

Gengligin topluma katiim éruintlleri su baglamlarda irdelenebilir: Ekonomik katiima, siya-
sal katilma, sosyal ve kdlturel katilma ile kiresel bilisim toplumunda yeni katilma bigimi:
e-katilim. Oncelikle topluma katilim &riintiilerini anlamak igin toplumsal ve kiiltiirel yapinin
nasil bir birey insa ettigini bilmek énem tasimaktadir. Her toplumsal baglam kendi birey
modelini Uretir. Bu érintiler nesilden nesile aktarilir. Degisim kacinilmazdir, ancak degisim
olsa da temel toplumsal yapi, bireyin ve toplumun kultlrind ve hayat bicimini etkiler.

q Vehbi Bayhan



Gencligin Topluma Katilma Oriintiileri

10-24 yas arasi nufusun, toplam nifusun yaklasik %26’sina tekabul ettigi Turkiye’'de,
genglik alaninda gerceklestirilecek politika ve programlarin tlkenin genel kalkinma hedef-
leri icerisindeki yeri oldukga buyuktir. Ayni zamanda Avrupa Birligi Ulkeleri arasindaki en
genc nufusa sahip olan Turkiye’'de, etkili bir genglik politikasi olusturmanin énemi aciktir
(Habitat, 2017: 24).

Bu cergevede, bu calismanin amaci Turkiye’de gengligin topluma katilim &rtntilerini ana-
liz etmektir. Gelecegin yetiskinleri olacak genclerin sosyallesme stirecinde topluma katilim
oruntilerinin belirlenmesi, gelecekte toplumun yapisinin nasil inga edilecegi lizerinde bize
somut veri saglar. Bu veriler de, genglik hakkinda uretilen sosyal politikalarin planlanmasi
acisindan dnem tagimaktadir. Arastirmanin kapsami Turkiye’de gengler Uzerinde yapilan
gorgll arastirma sonugclari ile sinirlidir. Galismanin yontemi betimleyici arastirmadir. Aras-
tirmanin problemi su sekildedir: “Turkiye’nin sosyal ve kulturel yapisi ile genclerin topluma
katiim &rintileri arasinda bir iliski var midir?”

Her sosyolojik baglam sosyal iligkileri ve kultlirl Gretmektedir. Dolayisiyla, icinde yasanilan
sosyal ve kulturel sartlar genclerin kimligi ve kisiligi ile topluma katihm drtntalerini belirle-
mektedir. Yapilan ¢calismalar toplumsal ve kilttrel yapinin genclerin topluma katum &rin-
talerini belirledigini gdstermektedir. Bu makalede de, genclerin topluma katiim &rintileri
toplumsal ve kiltirel yapi 6zellikleri cergevesinde analiz edilmektedir.

1. Topluma Katilma Oriintiileri

Sosyal iligkiler ve sosyal érgutler agi olan toplumlarin strekliligi; toplumu olusturan birey,
grup ve topluluklarin asgari musterekte birlesmelerine, ayni zamanda birbirlerinin haklari-
na saygi gostermelerine baghdir.

Toplum, yapisi ve isleyisi acisindan ikili siniflama gercevesinde analiz edilmektedir. Bu
baglamda, Ténnies toplumu, “cemaat (gemeinschaft)” ve “cemiyet (gesellschaft)”; Durk-
heim “mekanik dayanisma” ve “organik dayanisma”; Cooley “birincil iliskilere dayal top-
lum” ve “ikincil iliskilere dayali toplum” olarak siniflamaktadir. Bu cergevede, genellikle
kirsal hayat tarzini niteleyen “cemaat” yapisinda; “biz” duygusunun hakim oldugu, kapali
ekonomik yapi, birincil iliskiler ve homojen niifus yapisi mevcuttur. Kentsel hayat tarzini
niteleyen “cemiyet” yapisinda ise, biz duygusu yerine bireysellik, farklilasma ve artan is-
bolimd, ikincil iligkiler ve heterojen nlfus yapisi bulunur (Bayhan, 1996: 91). Kentlilesme
slreciyle cemaat yapisi yerini cemiyet yapisina birakmaktadir.

Bireysellesme ve cemaat yapisi “iki tarafi keskin bigak” gibidir. Dolayisiyla, iki yapinin
uygun bilesimi, toplumun dengesi ve saghgi acisindan énem tasimaktadir. Bu ¢ergcevede,
Bati toplumlarinda asin “bireyci” yapi nedeniyle “yabancilagsma” problemleri yasanmak-
tadir. Dogu toplumlarinda ise, asiri “cemaat” yapisi, sivil toplum 6rgitlerinin gelismesini
engellemekte, keskin cemaatlesme “yabancilasmayl” paradoksal olarak yeniden Uret-
mektedir (Bayhan, 2015: 369).

GENCLIK ARASTIRMALARI DERGISI (;\



Bati toplumlarinin ihtiyaci “dayanisma ruhunu” , ibni Haldun’un séylemiyle “asabiye”nin
(grup dayanismasi) yeniden insa edilmesi; Dogu toplumlarinin ihtiyaci ise, kati ve kapali
cemaat yapisindan kurtulup “bireysellesme” (ancak bireyci olmayan) olusumu ile “cemiyet
“ yapisini tesisidir (Bayhan, 2002: 11).

Bu baglamda Fukuyama’nin “Gtiven” (The Trust ) adli eserinde ifade ettigi, “ailecilik” ide-
olojisi, otoriter bir devlet ile zayif bir sivil toplumun nedeni olarak gérilmektedir. Fuku-
yama’ya gore, bagiml birey yaratan geleneksel aile degerleri, toplumun gelismesine ve
insanlarin yaraticiliklarina engel olmaktadir. Salt aile ve girift akrabalik iligkilerinin stirmesi,
ekonomik kalkinmayi engellemektedir. Sadece ailesi ve akrabalarina gliven duyan, dolayi-
slyla hi¢ kimseye gliven duymayan bireyler, génullu sivil beraberlikler kuramamaktadirlar.
Aile ici yardimlasmanin ve ¢ikar bilincinin; mesleki goérev duygusu, kolektif yasama yone-
lik sorumluluk gibi etik degerlerden énce geldigi ve Ustin tutuldugu toplumlarda “nepo-
tizm” yani akrabalari kayirma ve gézetme toplumsal yapiya etkin olmaktadir (Fukuyama,
1996°dan aktaran; Vergin,1997:9). Aile, akraba, hemsehri, kabile, siyasi parti yandasi, ide-
oloji ya da dinsel cemaat birlikteligi buttin sosyal iligkileri belirlemektedir. Bu baglamda,
Tarkiye’nin toplumsal yapisinda patronaj énemli bir unsurdur. Kiray’in “patronaj teorisi”
Turkiye’nin sosyal yapisini anlamak igin dnemli bir katki sunmaktadir. Kiray’a goére (1995),
kirsal alanda «agalik patronaji (himayesi)” ile yasayan bireyler, kente gé¢ edince agalk
patronajinin yerini sirayla dénemsel olarak; “hemseri patronaji”, “siyasi parti patronaji” ve
“dinsel cemaat patronaji” almaktadir (Kiray, 1995: 64). Dolayisiyla, toplum tiplerinden “ce-
maat” yapisi sosyal degisme surecinde farkli baglamda yeniden uretilmektedir. TUrkiye’de
kirsal alanda agalik patronaji ile yasayan bireyler, 1950 yilinda baslayan tarimda makine-
lesme, karayollarinin yapilmasi vb. unsurlarla kirsal alanda atil kalinca kente gé¢ etmeye
baslamistir. Bu gercevede Tlrkiye’de i¢ go¢ streci 1950’lerde yodun olarak baslar. Kentin
hazir olmayan sosyal altyapisinda, éncelikle sosyolojik agidan gé¢ stirecinin kurall olarak,
kente go¢ edenler hemserilerinin oturdugu mahallelere yerlesirler. Hemserilerinin himayesi
ile gecekondu yaparlar, is bulurlar ve hayatlarini idame ettirirler. Bu sireci Tirk sinema
yapitlari cok glizel analiz eder. Bir toplumu anlamak icin sanat Uretimlerine ve edebiyat
metinlerine bakmak sosyolojik acidan énem tasir. Bu baglamda, Kemal Sunal’in oyna-
dig filmler, Sener Sen’in canlandirdigi “Maho Aga” ve “Zigurt Aga” karakterleri kirsal
alandaki agalik patronajini cok glizel ifade eder. Kente gelince agalik himayesinin yerini
hemseri patronaji almistir. Turkiye’nin kentlesme slrecinde, “ gecekondulu kentlesme”
6zgln bir modeldir. Kentin cevresindeki ceperde olusan gecekondu mahalleleri ile kentin
merkezindeki ulagimi saglayan “minibUsler”, “arabesk” mizigin yayilmasinda dnemli ara¢
konumundadir. Kente gégen ancak ne kentli ne de kdyll olabilen yani “arafta” kalan ge-
cekondulu halkin duygularina en iyi Orhan Gencebay, Ferdi Tayfur ve Mislim Gurses’in
sarkilari terciman olmustur. Gecekondu kiltlirGini en iyi anlatan sinema filmi de, 1978
yapimi yonetmenligini Kartal Tibet’in yaptidi, senaryosunu Yavuz Turgul’'un yazdidi, bas-
rolunii Tirkan Soray ve Bulut Aras’in paylastigi “Sultan” filmidir.

/lh Vehbi Bayhan



Gencligin Topluma Katilma Oriintiileri

Kisaca patronaj teorisi ile betimlenmeye calisilan Turkiye’nin toplumsal yapisi, bireyin ve
ozellikle gencglerin sosyallesme sirecinde 6grendikleri rol modellerle topluma katiimi da
etkilemektedir. “Biz” ve “Oteki” Uzerinden kurulan cemaat yapisina dayali toplumsal yapi-
nin, “ben” duygusuna dayall cemiyet yapisi gibi arazlarn ve olumsuz etkileri bir realitedir.

Yapilan arastirmalar hem dinyada hem de Ullkemizde sivil toplum icinde vatandaslar
arasinda ortakliklar kurulmasi, gelismesi ve surdurilebilmesinde toplumsal sermayenin
ve onun bir temel unsuru olarak da genel bireylerarasi glivenin etkili olduguna isaret et-
mistir. 2015 yilinda yapilan “Turkiye’de ve Dunyada Vatandashk” bagslikli bir arastirmaya
gore, “Sizce, genelde insanlara givenilebilir mi? Yoksa bagkalariyla iliski kurarken veya
is yaparken hicbir zaman dikkati elden birakmamak mi gerekir?” diye soruldugunda da
Turkiye’deki katilimcilarin %1,5’i “neredeyse her zaman guvenilebilir” ve %13 kadari da
“genellikle glivenilebilir” yanitini vermektedir. TUrkiye’de bireyler arasi genel gliiven, alti ka-
tilmcidan birisi mertebesinde mevcutmus gibi gériinmektedir. Bu bulgulardan, katiimci-
larin gliven diizeyinin dusik oldugu sonucuna varilabilir. Tlrkiye’deki toplumsal sermaye
konusunda da sadece bir fikir verebilir (Carkoglu ve Kalaycioglu, 2015: 59).

Ayni arastirma bulgularina gére, dinyada bagka insanlara en az glvenilen Ulke Tirkiye.
“Cogu insan sizden yararlanmaya mi yoksa size adil davranmaya mi c¢alisir?” sorusuna,
katiimcilarnin yuzde 75’i «yararlanmaya c¢aligir” diye cevap veriyor. Turkiye’de gerek de-
mokrasinin gerek sivil toplumun gelismesinde en buylk engel given eksikligidir. Halbuki
isbirligi ve gliven toplumsal yasami kolaylastirir ve ancak gelenek yoluyla sonraki nesillere
aktarilir (Diker, 2017). Glven, topluma katihm 6rintilerini belirleyen énemli degiskenler-
den birisidir.

Bu verilere ragmen, “Turkiye’de ve Diinyada Vatandaslik” arastirmasi sonucuna gore,
Turkiye’de saptanilan iyi vatandaslik olgusu, vatandasin kendi gdéziinde ve ifadesiyle se-
cimlere katilmaya blyik 6zen gésteren, vergi kagirmamaya vurgu yapan, yasal mevzuata
uygun yasamayi 6n planda tutan, etik degerlere ve farkliliklara hosgort ile yaklasan, mad-
di bakimdan kendisinden daha kétu olanlara yardim edilmesini &nemseyen bir iceriktedir
(Garkoglu ve Kalaycioglu, 2015: 85).

Bu sosyolojik baglamlar, yani bireyin icinde bulundugu sosyal ve kiilturel yapi bireyin top-
luma katilmasini belirlemektedir. Her toplumsal yapinin kendi dokusuna gére bireye sun-
dugu katilma érintdleri bulunmaktadir.

Katilim, aileden uluslararasi platforma, okullara, isyerlerine, saglik hizmetlerine, yerel ve
ulusal yénetimlere, kulliplere, sendikalara, parlamentolara kadar bircok diizeyde gercek-
lesebilir. Birlesmis Milletler, genglerin katimini séyle tanimlamaktadir: (UNDP, 2008: 77).

» ekonomik katilim (¢alisma ve gelisme)

+ siyasi katiim (karar alma suregleri)

» sosyal katim (toplum ve cevre faaliyetlerinin iginde yer almak)

» kulturel katihm (sanat faaliyetleri, kiltlrel degerler ve anlatim)
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Topluma katihmin sivil toplum kuruluslar araciligiyla olmasi toplumda demokrasinin ge-
lismesi agisindan da 6nem tasimaktadir. Sosyal sorumluluk, paylasim ve aktif vatandashk
sivil toplum kuruluslarinda katiim ile daha islevsel olusmaktadir (Bayhan, 2014: 87).

Aktif vatandaglik literatlrintn de gosterdigi gibi, gencler tarafindan ydratilen faaliyetler
ve gonullt calismalar, onlarin kendilerine olan guivenlerini arttirmaktadir. Arastirmalar gos-
teriyor ki, gencleri topluma hizmet eden faaliyetlere dahil etmek, onlarin kisisel gelisimi,
vatandaslik duygusu, sosyal sorumlulugu, bilgisi, akademik yetenekleri ve kariyer 6zlem-
leri Uzerinde ciddi olumlu etkiler yaratmaktadir (UNDP, 2008: 80). Topluma katiima firsati,
aileden baglayarak buttin sosyallesme kurumlarinda cocuk, ergen ve genglere verilmelidir.

2. Genglerin Topluma Katilma Oriintiileri

Genglerin topluma katihm 6rintuleri, ekonomik katilma, siyasi katiima, sosyal ve kilturel
katiima ile kiresel bilisim toplumunda yeni katiima bicimi: e-katilim ¢ercevesinde analiz
edilebilir. Bireyin toplumda ontolojik olarak mevcudiyeti, hayatini kazanmak ve surdur-
meKk igin is ve istihdam imkanina; demokratik diizende siyasi katilimina; toplum icindeki
sosyal ve kilttrel katihmina gére ingsa edilmektedir. 21. YUzyilin toplum bigimi olan bilisim
toplumunda degisen iletisim bigiminin temelinde yer alan internet, bltiin sosyal iligkileri
degistirmektedir. Bu gergevede, topluma katilim siireci de yeni form olarak e-katilim bag-
laminda gelismektedir.

2.1. Ekonomik Katiima

Turkiye’de genclerin en ¢ok istedigi sey, dogru dizgin bir is bulmaktir. Gengligin Duru-
mu Arastirmasr’na (2008) gore, genclerin %49,1’nin en cok istedigi sey “iyi bir is”, daha
sonra %18,1 ile “sayginlik” ve %16,9 ile “sevgi” cevabidir (UNDP, 2008: 57). Bayhan’in
(2013) arastirmasinda da, gengcligin en 6nemli sorunu (%51) “issizlik” olarak ifade edilmis-
tir. Orneklemin %28’i psikolojik sorunlar, %16’si toplumsal baski ve %4’{i cinsel sorunlari
belirtmistir (Bayhan, 2013: 146).

Uluslararasi Galisma Org(itii (ILO) tarafindan yayimlanan rapora gére kiiresel genc issizligi
orani, 2016’da yUzde 13,1’e ulasti. italya, ispanya, Yunanistan, Bosna Hersek, Sirbistan,
Tunus, Giney Afrika Ulkelerinde gencler arasindaki issizlik orani 2016 yili itibariyle genel
olarak ylzde 35’in Uzerindedir (Kilig, 2016). Genc nlfusta (15-24 yas) issizlik orani Turki-
ye'de 2017 yili itibariyle %20,6’dir (TUIK, 2017).

Turkiye’de issizligin artmasinin sonuclarindan biri olan NEET (calismayan, okumayan,
herhangi bir egitim almayan “ev genci” ) oranlarindaki ylkselmedir. Ev genglerinin blylk
kismini genc kadinlar olusturmaktadir (Habitat, 2017: 25). Hanehalki isglicl arastirmasi
sonuglarina gore; ne egitimde ne istihdamda olan genglerin orani 2016 yilinda %24 oldu.
Bu oran, geng erkeklerde %14,6, genc kadinlarda ise %33,5 oldu (TUIK, 2017a). “Ev gen-
ci” kategorisinde evde oturanlar, okul bitirip istihdam imkani bekleyen genc erkek ve geng
kizlar, ev hanimlari ve okumayan ev kizlarindan olusmaktadir.
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Egitimli genclerin issiz kalmasinin kismi bir nedeni, bu genglerin daha ytiksek Ucret bek-
lentisi icinde olmasi ve kayitli, sosyal glvenceli isler bulmaya istekli olmalandir (UNDP,
2008: 66). Ayrica, Bayhan’in (2012: 3) arastirmasinda “Universiteden mezun olduktan
sonra hangi sektdrde calismak istersiniz?” sorusuna, 6rneklemin %66’si “kamu kurumun-
da”, %13’0 “tzel sektdrde”, %8’i de “kendi kurdugum isyerinde” ve %10’u “nerede is
bulursam” cevaplarini vermistir.

Bu bulgular, Tiirk toplumunda kamu kurumlarinin etkinligini ve &nemini yansitmaktadir. is
garantisi ve is surekliligi acisindan kamu kurumu tercih edilmektedir. Gerek diinyada ve
gerekse Turkiye’de yasanan ekonomik krizler sonucunda 6zel sektérde calisanlarin igsiz
kalmasi basta olmak Uzere, is garantisi olmamasi, 6zel sektér yerine kamu sektérini
glvenilir kilmaktadir (Bayhan, 2012: 4). Dolayislyla, Universite dgrencileri mezun olunca
kamu kurumlarinda g¢alismak istemektedir.

Ekonomik krizler, issizlik, lisansUstl egitimin Gretime katiima yasini yikseltmesi gibi ne-
denler postmodern aile druntdlerini olusturmaktadir. Milenyum kusaginda 30 yagina kadar
ailesiyle birlikte yasama oranlarinin artmasi, geleneksel aile dayanismasinin postmodern
versiyonudur (Bayhan, 2014a: 21). Newman’a gore (2012), ABD’de orta sinif ailelerde 18
yasina gelen gencgler evden ayrilarak ailesinden bagimsiz arkadaslariyla ev tutarak yasar-
ken; egitimleri sonrasi is bulamama, ekonomik krizler sonucunda isten ayriimalar veya bo-
sanma gibi sosyal krizler sonrasinda evden ayrilan geng kusaklar tekrar anne ve babalari-
nin evine dénmektedirler. Alti tilkede (Amerika Birlesik Devletleri, italya, Japonya, ispanya,
isveg ve Danimarka) yapilan arastirmada, ekonomik déngiilere paralel olarak hanelerin
adeta “akordeon” gibi esnedigi belirtilerek, yetiskin cocuklarin ebeveynleriyle yasadikla-
r, evden ayrilsalar bile, karsilastiklan sosyal sorunlar sonucu tekrar ebeveynlerinin evine
doénduikleri icin bu genclere “bumerang kusak” adi verilmektedir (Newman, 2012: 195-
202). Bu durum Turkiye’nin toplumsal yapisi i¢in srpriz ve alisiimadik bir durum degildir.
Turkiye’nin sosyal yapisinda ailelerin dayanigsmasi ve ebeveyn ve cocuk iligkisi tim émur
boyu sicak slirmektedir. Bati toplumu ve kilturleri igin “bireysellesme” ne kadar basat
ise; Dogu ve 6zelde Tirk toplumu igin cemaat halinde yasama ve “dayanisma” birincil
konumdadir. Ancak, her iki toplum yapisindaki asiri bireysellik ve asirn cemaatlesme iki
ucu keskin bigak gibidir. Onemli olan dengeyi kurmaktir. Aslinda modernlesme, bireyselligi
tesvik ederek bireyi ailesinden ve cemaatinden yalitmis ve yalniz birakmisti. Postmodern
zamanlarin toplumsal ve kuiltirel yapisi hem geleneksel hem de modernin kolaji ile yeni
sentezler Uretmektedir.

2.2. Siyasi Katilma

Siyasi katilim yurttaslarin kamusal yasam ile ilgili olan kararlara dahil olma ve bu kararlari
etkileme acisindan demokrasinin en temel unsurudur. Gengler ise gerek kamusal yasa-
ma yonelik kararlara dahil olma ve bu kararlan etkileme stirecinde toplumun en az sesi
duyulan kesimlerinden birini olusturmaktadir (Yilmaz ve Bahgeci, 2014: 7). Avrupa’da ve
dunyada genel bir trend olarak yorumlanabilecek en temel veri genclerin geleneksel bigi-
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miyle kurumsallasmis katilim olarak tanimlanan sec¢imler, siyasi kampanyalar ve parti Uye-
liklerine katihminda ciddi bir diists yasandigidir (UNDP, 2013: 14-15’den aktaran; Gur ve
Bahceci, 2014:38). Bu konudaki en eski ve kabul goren aciklamalardan biri yasam evresi
aciklamasidir. Bu yaklasima gére, gencler genellikle oy verme yasi olan 18’lerindeyken
baslangi¢ problemleri olarak tanimlanan birtakim sikintilar ile mesguldirler. Bu yaklasim,
is bulmaktan, yerlesmeye, aile kurmaktan kariyer sorunlarina kadar genis bir yelpazeye
yayllan bu sorunlarin gencleri Ust yas gruplarina gére katihm konusunda daha ilgisiz kil-
digini 6ne surer. Ayni zamanda, tUm bu nedenlere bagl olarak son derece mobil olduklari
icin siyasi katilim icin gerekli olan kayit islemlerini takip etme vb. nedenler genclerin katili-
mi énlinde engel olusturabilir (Gir ve Bahgeci, 2014:38).

Siyasi katiim, demokratik bir toplumda sadece segimden segime oy verme davranisini
icermemektedir. Siyasi partiler ve sivil toplum kuruluslarina katilim ile katimci demokrasi
arasinda dogrudan iliski bulunmaktadir. Toplum igerisinde birey aileden baslayarak siyasi
kilturd sosyallesme slrecinde edinir. Hayat felsefesi ve ideolojisinin somut gdstergesi
siyasi katihmdir.

Turkiye’de gencler arasinda en yaygin sivil/siyasal etkinlik oy vermektir. Siyasal partiye
Uyelik gibi geleneksel katiim gencler arasinda yaygin degildir. Bariggi gdsterilere katilim
ylzde 12, boykota katilim ylzde 6 civarindadir. “Online” siyasal etkinliklere katiim da
ylzde 8’in altinda kalmistir (Habitat, 2017:13). Genglerin siyasi katiimi konusundaki bu
veriler disinda, genclerin kendilerini nasil tanimladiklar baglaminda siyasete katihmi ir-
delenebilir. Bu gercevede, S-UN Fonu Genglik Projesi, (2009) arastirmasina katilan geng-
lerin énemli bir kismi ‘Turkiye’deki genclerin tarihlerini ve kdltdrlerini yeterince bilmedigi’;
‘Gengler arasinda amacsizlik, idealsizlik ve vurdumduymazligin yaygin oldugu’; ‘Gencgle-
rin ahlaki ¢okintl icinde oldugu’ yonindeki dnermelere katildiklarini belirttiler. Bununla
beraber, katiimcilarin énemli bir kismi ‘Toplumun genclere deger vermedigine’; ‘Gengle-
rin hicbir toplumsal karar alma sirecine dahil edilmedigine’ ve ‘Mevcut egitim sisteminin
genclerin bagimsiz bir Kisilik gelistirmesine izin vermedigine’ inandiklarini belirttiler. Anket
bulgular, genclik katiiminin iki 6n kosulunu - genclerin katilim icin gerekli donanima
sahip olmasi ile kurumlarin (ve genel olarak toplumun) genclik katiimina agik olmasi- ile
ilgili sikintilari, genclik perspektifinden dogrulandigini géstermektedir (S-UN Fonu Genglik
Projesi, 2010: 5).

Genglerin bizatihi gencleri nasil degerlendirdigi ve tanimladigi hem mekénsal hem de za-
manin ruhu kiresellesmenin gengler Gzerindeki etkisini yansitmaktadir. Bayhan’in arastir-
masi (2013) baglaminda, “Ginimizin gencligini nasil tanimlarsiniz?” sorusuna, érnek-
lemin %45’i “lUlke sorunlarindan uzak apolitik” olarak tanimlarken, %36’sI “maddiyatci
genclik”, %5’i “cagin gerektirdigi bilgi ve donanima sahip”, %5’i “sosyal konulara duyarli
genglik”, %5’i “caliskan ve hirsli bir genclik” ve %4’G de “maneviyat¢i genclik” olarak
tanimlamistir. Genglerin kendilerini apolitik ve maddiyatci betimlemeleri, kiiresellesme si-
recinde popdler kiltirin medya vasitasiyla bilingaltina siringa ettigi “tiketim klttrid” ve
“carpe diem” (gunu yasa) felsefesinin bir yansimasidir. Gengler, bir yandan glinimdizin
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gencligini cogunlukla apolitik ve maddiyatci olarak tanimlarken; diger taraftan arkadasla-
riyla giinlik tlke ve dunya sorunlarini konusup tartistiklarini ifade etmektedirler (Bayhan,
2013:154). Genglerin ginimuz gengligini apolitik ve maddiyatgi olarak betimlemelerinin
diger bir nedeni, herkesin kendi inandigi deger ve ideolojinin birincil 5Gnemde ve iglevsel
oldugunu; baska ideolojilerin ise “6tekilestirildigi” gerceginden kaynaklanmaktadir. Aile,
akran, okul, isyeri, medya vb. referans cercevelerinden damitilarak olusturulan politik
durus ve hayat felsefesi, kendisini “6teki” tizerinden tanimlamaktadir. ideolojinin onto-
lojik olarak mevcudiyeti, diger ideolojilere gbre sdylem ve projelerindeki farkhliktir. Her
politik sdylem Ulkeyi ve dinyayi kendisinin “kurtaracagl” kabullni tasir. Bu narsisistik
biling, kendisi disindaki politikalari apolitik olarak betimleme ihtimalini icerisinde barindirir
(Bayhan, 2016: 394). Gengclerin siyasete duyarsiziginin diger nedeni, 1980 6ncesi yasa-
nan siyasi polarizasyon ve anomik durum nedeniyle ebeveynlerinin cocuklarini siyasetten
uzak tutma uygulamalardir. Tlrkiye’de 1968 genclik eylemlerinin 1970’ler boyunca siyasi
siddet ve anarsiye déntsmesi slirecinde yasanan toplumsal kaos, ailelerin gencleri 1980
askeri darbesinden sonra politikadan uzak tutmasina yol acmigtir. Ayrica, siyasetin top-
lumsal sorunlara ¢6zUm Uretememesi politikacilara kargi guvensizlik meydana getirmistir.

Turkiye’de genglik, siyaset mekanizmalarina karsi olumsuz duygular ve giivensizlik besle-
mektedir. Politikanin “drdst ve adil olmadigina” ve “hak edenin hak ettigi yerde olmadigi-
na” inanmaktadir. Ayni giivensizlik politikacilara karsi da mevcuttur.. “Yalnizca kendilerini
ve yakinlarini kolluyorlar”, “millet yararina pek bir sey yapmiyorlar’ ve “dogruyu séylemi-
yorlar” gibi gorusler genclerin siyasetgileri tanimlarken ¢odu kez kullandiklar ifadelerden
bazilandir. Gengligin Durumu Arastirmasi’na (2008) goére, halen bir siyasi partide faaliyet
gosteren genclerin orani %4,7. Geri kalan %95,3’Un dortte Ucu ise ileride de bir parti
icinde yer almayi disinmemektedir (UNDP, 2008). Siyasete ve siyasetcilere yabancilasma
genclerin siyasi faaliyetlere katiim oranini diistirmektedir.

Genglerin siyasete ve siyasetcilere yabancilasmalarina karsilik, yeni toplumsal hareket-
ler de aktif olduklari son yillarda gézlenmektedir. 2011 yilinda Tunus’ta baslayip, Libya
ve Misir'da devam eden “Arap Bahan”, New York, Londra, Madrid ve Atina’da yasanan
genglerin aktor oldugu eylemler ile gerek Haziran 2013 Gezi Parki eylemlerinde, gerekse
15 Temmuz 2016 darbe girisimine kars! direniste genclerin etkin rolleri genglerin siyasi
katiimdaki islevleri hakkinda bilgi vermektedir.

2.3. Sosyal ve Kiiltiirel Katilma

Kuresellesme surecinde internet ile dinyanin farkl bélgelerindeki farkl kilttrdeki bireyle-
rin hayat tarzinda aynilasmalar gézlenmektedir. Benzer sosyal ve kulturel drintuler bagla-
minda, Bayhan’in arastirmasina gore, érneklemin en cok okuduklari kitap tiri “roman ve
hikaye” gibi edebi eserlerdir. En ¢ok begendikleri muzik tirl “pop muzik™tir. Televizyonda
en cok izledikleri program “dizi filmler”dir. En ¢ok sevdikleri spor turt “futbol”dur. Ku-
resellesmenin semboli internet kullanma orani genglerde oldukca fazladir. Orneklemin
%91’i internet kullanmaktadir. interneti, en gok sosyal paylasim sitelerinden Facebook
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icin kullanmaktadirlar (Bayhan, 2013:141-145). Medya, her gegen gin hayatimizin daha
derinlerine islemektedir. Hayat deneyimlerimizin, 8zlem ve arzularimizin karmasik anlatilari
yerini sosyal medyadaki tipik sorulara birakti: Simdi neredesin? Ne yapiyorsun? Dostluk
aliskanliklar ve pratikleri “online arkadaslik” islemlerine indirgendi (Hardt ve Negri, 2012:
22-25).

Kuresellesme ve enformasyon toplumunun ikonu olan internet, postmodern kimlik 6riin-
tlistine zemin hazirlamaktadir. internet, farkli kimliklerin kendilerini ifade etmesi ve yansit-
masina imkan saglamaktadir. Bu baglamda, farkli kimliklerin birbirlerinin farkina varmasini
olusturmaktadir. Ancak, diger yandan “biz” ve “6teki” baglaminda sanal cemaatlesmelere
de yol agcmaktadir. Ayrica, internet bagimliigi psikiyatri de bagimlilik olarak tanimlanan
bir psikolojik sorun olarak kabul edilmektedir. internet, asosyal bireyler de (iretmekte-
dir. Surrekli internetle haberlesen ve zamaninin gogunu internette geciren bireyler, gercek
sosyal iliskilerden kaginmaktadir (Bayhan, 2013: 142). Genglerin sosyal ve kdlturel hayata
katilmalari internet vasitasiyla sanal olarak olusmaktadir. Gercek sosyal ve kiltlrel iletisim
ve paylasimin yerini alan sosyal medya sanal sosyal iliski értntuleri yaratmaktadir. Belki,
sosyal medya, asosyal olan bireyler icin kendini ifade etme platformu olabilir. Ancak, sanal
sosyal iligkiler gercek sosyal iliskilerin yerine ikame edildiginde problem olusturmaktadir.

Genglerin sosyal ve kltirel hayata katiimalarinin diger dnemli platformu sivil toplum &r-
gutleridir. Ancak, UNDP (2008) tarafindan yaptirilan “Gengligin Durumu Arastirmasi’na
katilan gencler arasinda, Turkiye’de bir sivil toplum kurulusu Uyesi olanlarin orani yalnizca
%4’tur. Bunlann yaklasik %46’si ise ya Universite 6grencisi ya da Universite mezunudur. Yeni
insanlarla tanismak ve yeni cevrelere girmek, cesitli dgrenci kullplerini ve génulli ¢calisma-
larini tanimak gogdunlukla Universite ortaminda gerceklesmektedir. Universiteler, genclere
sosyal katilimi bizzat uygulayarak ve tecriibe ederek 6grenme firsati sunmaktadir.

Katilimin ve gonilli faaliyetlerin genglik Uzerinde yarattigi 8zgurlestirici etki cok énemlidir.
Sivil toplum ¢alismalarina katilan bir geng, bu tir faaliyetlerin, baska insanlara yonelik
bakis agisini nasil degistirdigini su sozlerle agikliyor: “Ortak toplum yasaminiza bagka in-
sanlari dahil ettiginiz zaman, onlara bir seyler égretmeye calistiginiz zaman, siz de 6gre-
niyorsunuz. Muazzam bir sorumluluk almig oluyorsunuz. STK faaliyetlerine basladigimdan
beri, 2-3 yildir cok sey égrendim. Sorumluluk almayi ve toplum icinde birlikte yasamayi
6grendim.” (UNDP, 2008: 80).

STK’lar, genclere baskalarina karsi hosgoriyle yaklasmak ve farkliliklara saygr duymak
konusunda ¢ok sey Ogretiyor: “Ben hep kendi dogrumun dogru olduguna inaniyordum.
Farkli bakis acilarina tahammdil edemiyordum eskiden. Cink( diyelim ki ben A gérisin-
deyim, B gériisiinde olan, gérisini séylediginde ‘ya nasil olur, sen yanhs ddsintyorsun’
tartismasi olurken, simdi ‘evet onu da dinlemem gerekir’ diye distndyorum ve dinliyorum
da. Onun da hakli oldugu noktalar oluyor.” Bir baska geng, kendindeki degisimi soyle
anlatiyor: “Evvelden, ‘ben bu insanlarla oturdugum masayi iki dakika icin bile paylasmam’,
derdim. Simdi hayatimi bile paylasmaya bagladim ve onlara karsi dnyargilanim yok ol-
du.”(UNDP, 2008: 81).
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Turkiye’de genc goénullilugu genellikle gencglerin bos zamanlarini degerlendirmek icin bir
araya geldigi ve ytksekdgrenim gordikleri yillar icinde bir seyin parcasi oldugu bir faaliyet
olarak algilaniyorsa da, géniilliiliik bundan cok daha fazlasidir. Ozellikle gencler igin gé-
nallulik ¢ift yonli bir yoldur; genglerin kisisel gelisimine katkida bulunurken, ayni zaman-
da yasadiklari toplum Uzerinde degisim ve olumlu bir etki yaratir. Toplum ici isbirligi, farkli
kultUrlerarasinda daha iyi bir kultrel anlayis, sosyal sermaye ve kaynaklarin daha verimli
kullanimi, insanlar arasinda vatandaslik bilincinin yerlestiriimesi, génulltlik sayesinde hiz
kazanan ve gelismeye devam eden slreglerdir (Bagci, 2013: 48).

Habitat Genclik Raporuna gore (2017), Turkiye’de gencler arasinda herhangi bir génulll
faaliyette bulunanlarin orani sadece ylzde 5’tir. GOnullGligin énindeki en blyik engel
zaman bulmakta zorlanmis olmalaridir. Gonillilik yapmayan gengler de zamanlari olma-
digi icin génullilik yapmadiklarini belirtmiglerdir. Gengler arasinda herhangi bir dernege,
spor kullibiine ya da siyasi partiye (iye olanlarin orani sadece yiizde 7’dir. Ogrenciler
arasinda dernege Uyelik ylzde 10’a ylkselmektedir. Ebeveynleri herhangi bir dernege
Uye olan gencler arasinda dernege Uyelik orani yiizde 33’e yikselmektedir (Habitat, 2017:
13). Bu baglamda, ebeveynleri arasinda dernegde Uye olan genclerdeki bir dernege Uye
oraninin yUksekligi sosyolojik agidan anlamlidir. Gengler anne ve babalarini rol model al-
maktadir. Sosyallesme siirecinde sivil toplum drgutlerine katilim 6grenilmektedir.

Bayhan’in “Universite Gengliginin Sosyolojik Profili” arastirmasinda sorulan, “Herhangi
bir sivil toplum kurulusunda (dernek, vakif vb.) gérev aldiniz mi/ gérev almak ister misi-
niz?” sorusuna; orneklemin %14’G “evet, gorev aldim”, %28’i “evet, gérev almak iste-
rim”, %40’1 “hayir, gérev almadim”, %19’u “hayir gbérev almak istemem” seklinde cevap
vermistir (Bayhan, 2013:154). Baska bir genclik arastirmasinda ise, genclerin yalnizca
%10’unun herhangi bir sivil toplum kurulusuna Uyeliginin oldugu, %90 civarinda gencin
ise sivil toplum kuruluslari ile organik bir baginin bulunmadigi anlagiimaktadir (Sencar ve
Yildiz, 2010:161).

“Dunya Degerler Arastirmasi”na gore, Turkiye’de goniilli bir faaliyete katilan kisiler ylizde
1,7’lik bir dilimi olusturmaktadir. Bunu 55 lkenin sonuglariyla karsilastirdigimizda, Turkiye
maalesef siralamanin sonunda yer almaktadir. Arastirmalara goére, 15-27 yas arasi gengler
arasinda STK Uyeligi 1999 yilinda ytzde 8, 2003 yilinda ylzde 4, 2006 yilinda ise ylzde
6 dlizeyindedir. Gengler arasinda gonulluluk, sosyal, ekonomik ve egitim gegcmisine bagli
olarak da degisiklik gdstermektedir. Gonuilll faaliyetlere katilan genglerin gogunlugu erkek
olmakla birlikte, ylksekdgrenim diizeyinde ve 6grencidir (Bagci, 2013: 49).

“Turkiye’de ve Dinyada Vatandaslk” arastirma verilerine gére, Turkiye’deki hicbir siyasal
partiye Uye olmamis katihmci orani %84, hi¢ sendikaya Uye olmamis katiimci orani %89,
spor, bos zaman degerlendirme, ya da kuiltlr grubu veya derneg@ine hi¢ Uye olmadigini
belirten katimci orani %88, tim diger génlllu kuruluslar soruldugunda Turkiye’deki kati-
imcilarin %2’si kadari faal Uye olduklarini, %2’si kadari eskiden faal olduklarini ama simdi
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Uye olduklari halde faal olmadiklarini, %4 kadari eskiden Uye olup simdi olmadiklarini, geri
kalan %91 kadariysa hi¢bir zaman hicbir gonulli kurulusa Gye olmadiklarini belirtmiglerdir.
Bu baglamda, Turkiye-de toplumsal ve siyasal birliklere, gonulli kurulus ve derneklere Uye
olup onlarda faal olan se¢gmen yasindaki niifus sadece tim se¢men yasindaki nifusun %
4 - %8’i arasinda bir yerde dururken, hi¢ Uye olmayan katihmci orani ise % 90 civarinda-
dir. Bu durumda Turkiye’de vatandaslarin toplumsal sermayesinin sosyal aglar ve temasa
dayal ortakliklar olusturma boyutunun oldukc¢a disik dizeyde oldugunu kabul etmek
gerekecektir (Carkoglu ve Kalaycioglu, 2015: 31-32).

Bu bulgular, toplumda sivil toplum kuruluslarinin konumunu ve roliini yansitmaktadir. Sivil
toplum kuruluslari, gelismis cagdas demokratik Ulkelerde ¢ok énemli iglevleri olan kuru-
luslardir. Siyasi baski grubu olarak sivil toplum kuruluslari katilimci yonetimin gercekles-
tirilmesinde rol oynarlar. Dolayisiyla, cagdas demokratik Ulkelerde bireylerin sivil toplum
kuruluslarina Giye olmalar ve kendilerini ifade edip, haklarini aramalar énem tagsir. Bu du-
rum, Bati toplumlarinda “birey” imgesinin ve toplumda bireyin degerinin bir yansimasidir.

Buna karsilik, Dogu toplumlari, dolayisiyla Tirkiye’de sosyolojik baglamda birey yerine
“cemaat” 6nemlidir. Sivil toplum kuruluglar da gelismedigi ya da Bati anlaminda 6rgit-
lenip, islev ifa etmedigi icin dernek, vakif vb. gibi érgutlere Uyelik az olmaktadir. Gegcmis
tarihi deneyiminde Osmanli imparatorlugu déneminde vakiflarin énemi yadsinamaz bir
gerceklikti. ABD, Osmanl Vakif Sistemini érnek alarak cagdaslastirmis ve islevsel kulla-
nirken, Turkiye’de vakif sistemi kurumsallasamamistir.

Bu tarihi ve sosyolojik realite baglaminda, Turkiye’de sivil toplum drgutlerine Uyelik yeterli
degildir. Arastirmalarda da bu olgu gézlemlenebilir (Bayhan, 2013:155).

Gondllh calismalar her insanin icinde var olan toplumsal gelisime katiim isteginin sivil
toplum kuruluslarn kanaliyla canlandiriimasi ve etkin hale getirilmesidir. Gonulli calismalar
ayni zamanda kisinin sahip oldugu bilgi, yetenek ve birikimlerini gevresiyle, toplumla pay-
lasarak haz almasina, keyif duymasina, mutlu olmasina olanak saglayan ugraslardir. Go-
nilli calismalarin etkinlesebilmesine olanak saglayan sivil hareketlerin cogalmasi ve yay-
ginlasmasi ise toplumun kulttrel aliskanliklar ve gelenekleriyle mimkin olabilmektedir.

Turkiye’de bugline kadar kurulmus olan sivil toplum kuruluslar, daha ¢ok “spor”, “dini
inan¢” eksenli ve “yardima” yonelik girisimler olmustur. Genelde ve yillar boyunca der-
neklerin calismalari sivil anlayisin ve girisimlerin degisik alanlarda yayginlasmasini sagla-
yamamis, gonulli katiimin gogalmasi igin bireylerin ve toplumun ihtiyag duydugu giiveni
olusturamamistir. “Seffaflik”, “hesap verebilirlik” gibi ilkeler pek ¢ok sivil toplum kurulusu
icin oldukga yabanci kavramlardir. Mevcut sivil toplum kuruluslarinin pek ¢cogu bu yakla-
simlardan uzak durmaktadir. Givenin temel unsuru olan bu ilkelerin sivil topluma uzakligi,
toplumun énemli kesimini, hakli olarak, derneklerden, vakiflardan “kusku” duymaya y6-
neltmektedir. Bu da insanimizin gonulli calismalara ve sivil toplum kuruluslarina katilimi-
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nin éniinde en blylk engeli olusturmaktadir. Toplumun sadece yaklasik ylzde 12’si sivil
girisimlere katiimaktadir (Betil, 2013: 16).

Turkiye’de genc bireylerin siyasal ve sivil toplum drgitlerine katilim sorunu vardir. Oy ver-
me diginda siyasal katilim orani gok duguktdr. Dolayisiyla gencler, anne ve babalar kadar
siyasete katlmaktadir (Erdogan, 2001: 26). Turkiye’de geng bireylerin siyasal katiiminin
onlindeki engeller icinde, “aile yapisi” ve “egitim sistemi” etkilidir. Bu boyutlar birbirlerin-
den bagimsiz olmakla birlikte, birbirlerini desteklemektedir.

Turkiye’deki aile yapisi kendi icinde katiima acik bir yapi degildir. Katilim, kismen kisinin
kendi fikirlerini Gretmesi ve onlari uygulamaya gecirmedeki istekliligi olarak ifade edilmek-
tedir. Bu baglamda, Turk ailesinin genellikle baskin ebeveynlerden olusan yapisi iginde,
cocuk bu tlr bir katilim gésterememektedir. Aslinda birey, kendi ailesini kurana kadar,
kendisini tam olarak ifade edemez. Ancak, aile kurdugu zamanda kisir déngi strmektedir.
Ailesi fikirlerinin saygiyla karsilandigi tek yer oldugu icin o da kendi ¢ocuklarinin fikirlerini
dinlememektedir. Ayrica, Bati llkelerine kiyasla, Turkiye’deki ailelerin biyik bir gogunlu-
du, cocuklarinin mali sorumlulugunu daha uzun bir slre Ustlenmektedir. Cocuk, aile geli-
rine katkida bulunsa bile, kazandigi parayi nasil harcayacagina karar verme hakkina sahip
degildir. Bununla birlikte, parayl kim kazanirsa kazansin, o para ile ailenin ihtiyaglarinin
karsilanacagl, zira ge¢gmiste de ebeveynlerin ayni 6zveriyi cocuklar igin yaptidi inanci yay-
gindir (Oktar, 2001: 31). Ailenin yapisi hakkinda Bayhan’in, (2003) arastirmasinda, “ailede-
ki kararlari genellikle kim alir” sorusuna, érneklemi olusturan Universite genglerinin %39’u
ailenin tim bireyleri ortak, %31 baba, %24 baba ve anne ortak, %5 anne cevabi vermigtir.
%860 oraninda ebeveynin karar verdigi gérilmektedir. Ailenin dnemi “hayatta en cok deger
verilen sey” sorusuna verilen cevaplarda da ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Bu soruya, érneklemin
%601 aile, %15’i basari, %10’u dini inanclar, %3’l para, %3’0 mesledim, %1’i edlence
seklinde cevap vermistir (Bayhan, 2003:61,122).

Katiim énundeki diger bir engel egitim sistemidir. Geng nifusun fazlaligina karsilik, yeterli
ve nitelikli egitim olanaklari sunulamamaktadir. Ezbercilige dayanan bir 6gretim sistemi,
sorgulamadan, elestirmeden her seyi kabul etmeye dayanmaktadirr. Liselerde felsefe ve sos-
yoloji derslerine gereken 6nem veriimemektedir. Ayrica, lise 6grenimi yeterli olmadig igin,
Universiteye hazirlik icin 6zel dershaneler bir sektdr olarak dnemli hale gelmistir. Bu ders-
hanelerde, Universiteye giris sinavinin goktan segmeli soru formatini 6grenen ve ezberleyen
ogrencilerin, elestiri ve fikir Uretme yetenegine ket vurulmaktadir. Kontenjani yeterli olmayan
Universitelere girmek icin, her yil bir buguk milyon égrenci sinava girmekte, ancak dortte biri
Universitelerde 6grenim goérme hakki kazanabilmektedir. Bu yarista, bilingli tercih yapanlarin
orani da azdir. Bayhan’in, (2003) arastirmasinda, Universiteyi tercih nedeni sorusuna, 6rnek-
lemin sadece %240 bilingli tercih olarak cevap vermistir. %19 puanim bagka yeri tutmadigi
icin, %18 tercih hatasi sonucu yerlestirildigini ifade etmektedir. Ayrica, 6grenim gordigi
bdlimden memnun olmayanlarin orani %23’dlr (Bayhan, 2003:163).
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2.4. Kuresel Bilisim Toplumunda Yeni Katilma Bigimi: E-Katihm

internet ve sosyal medyanin temel iletisim aygrti ve platformu oldugu cagimizda, kiire-
sel bilisim toplumunda genclerin topluma katilma &riintllerinde yeni bir kavram olarak
e-katilim 6ne cikmaktadir. internet ve sosyal medya araciligi ile kendilerini ifade etme ve
sosyal, siyasal ve kiltlrel baglamda topluma katilma yeni akiskan toplumun temel formu
olmaktadir. internetin icine dogan ve “dijital yerli” olarak ifade edilen Y ve Z kusagi genc-
leri topluma katilim araci olarak sosyal medyayi kullanmaktadir.

Habitat Dernegi’nin (2017) arastirmasina gore, katiimci genclerin ylizde 94’0 internet kul-
lanmaktadir.

internet kullanan gencler arasindaki en yaygin sosyal medya uygulamalari yiizde 86 ile
Facebook ve ylzde 85 ile Whatsapp’tir. Bu iki uygulamay: ytizde 81 ile Youtube takip
etmektedir. instagram kullanma oraninin yiizde 71 oldugunu, dolayisiyla bu uygulamanin
da popiiler uygulamalar arasinda yer almaktadir. Ote yandan Twitter kullanim orani ylizde
45’te kalmaktadir (Habitat, 2017: 87).

Bu baglamda, genclerin e-katiim 6rtntdleri ile ilgili yapilan arastirmada su sonuglar ¢ik-
mistir: (Aydemir, 2011:377-378).

» Geng kadinlar interneti daha az ve daha dustk giivenle kullaniyor.

» Mauzik, filmler ve haberler genel olarak tercih edilen konular.

* % 50 sivil katiim icerikli web siteleriyle ilgilenmiyor.

* % 10-20 belli konularla ilgileniyor: ekolojik hareketler, yeni aktivizm modelleri gibi.
»  Gevrimdisi aktivizm formel siyasetten daha cok ilgi ¢ekiyor.

« Cevrimici icerige tam olarak glivenmek mimkin degil, tartisma icin uygun ortam
yok c¢uinkid bu ortam siklikla gézetleniyor.

« Aktif bloggularin amaglar ¢cogunlukla kisisel tanitim ve bireysel hedeflerle ilgili. Nar-
sist boyutlara varan bu var olus, pek sivil icerikli sayilmaz; belli aglara Uyelik yine
kisisel hedeflere yonelik sayllmali.

Arastirma bulgularindan gérildiga gibi sosyal, kiltirel ve siyasal katilma artik e-katilim
Uzerinden insa edilmektedir. Yeni ¢ag ve toplum, yeni yasam &riintilerini olusturmaktadir.
Bu yapilanmada da sanal alem temeldir.

internet, alternatif sivil ve politik icerikli kamusal alan saglamaktadir. Ancak, bu noktada
Henry Jenkins’in ‘katiim boslugu’ kavrami 6nemlidir. Zaten katiimda bulunan mutlu azin-
liga hitap eden internet, dezavantajli gruplari daha disarda birakip, mutlu azinhigin katihmi-
ni glclendirmektedir (Aydemir, 2011:379). Bu durum, sosyal tabakalar arasindaki kadim
sinifsal ugurumun bir yansimasidir.
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Macaristan, isveg, Hollanda, Tiirkiye, ingiltere, ispanya ve Slovenya’da yapilan arastirma-
lar baglaminda, e-katiim parametreleri sivil, politik tartismalara katilma, imza kampanya-
larina destek olma, ilgili e-posta iletimi olarak tanimlanabilir. TUrkiye, bu anlamda dinamik
bir 6rnekleme sahiptir (Aydemir, 2011:383). Turkiye’nin toplumsal yapisinda, sosyolojik
baglamda cemaat yapisi hakim oldugu igin cemaati (sosyal, siyasal, kiltirel vb.) sanal
alemde yeniden Uretmektedir. Aslinda, bu durum bir yandan postmodern zamanlara uyu-
mu ifade ederken diger yandan “biz” ve “6tekini” yeniden lUretmeyi beraberinde getirmek-
tedir.

E-katiim iki tUr yurttaslik modeli Gretmistir. “Yikici yurttaglik” ve “izleyen yurttaslar”. Bun-
lar su sekilde izah edilebilir: Yikici yurttaslk: (subversive citizenship), Marian Barnes ve
David Prior tarafindan yazilan (2009) “Subversive citizens: Power, agency and resistance
in public services” baslikli kitapta bu kavram, ingiltere’nin politika hedeflerinin kamu cali-
sanlari ve yurttaslar tarafindan nasil kirilabildigi irdelenerek destekleniyor.

izleyen yurttaglar: (monitoring citizens) Bu yurttaslik trendi, cep telefonlariyla secim siire-
cini izleyen gruplarin 6rgitlendigi site araciliiyla konusulmaya basladi. Mobil teknolojiler
araciligiyla secim izleme, Obama’nin sosyal ag iletisimine verdigi énem ve iran Secimleri
kriziyle birlikte bir yasam tarzina, dolayisiyla sosyo-politik yasamin diger sireclerini de
kapsayan izleyen yurttaslik modeline dénlsti (Aydemir, 2011: 393-394).

Kiresel bilisim toplumu hem yeni yurttaglik modelleri hem de yeni sanal nettaglar yarat-
maktadir. internetin kullanildigi biitiin tlkelerde bu yeni yurttaslik ériintilerine rastiamak
dogaldir.

Sonuc¢

Yetigkin kusaklarin, tek boyutlu olarak bitlin olumsuz davraniglarinda, gen¢ kusakla-
r suclamalari, gergekei degildir. Clnkl gen¢ kusak, dogal olarak yetiskin kusagr model
almaktadir. lyi érnek iyi Grin, k6t 6rnek kétl Grin yaratmaktadir. Ne asiri bireyci ne de
asirn cemaat dokusuna gore birey yetistirmek sorunludur. Aristoteles’in “mesotes” (dogru
orta) kavramindan milhem, yeni yetisen genclere hem birey olmalari icin firsat vermeli
hem de toplum icinde gdrevlerini ve sorumluluklarini yerine getirmelerine firsat vermeli-
dir. Hem kiresellesmenin farkinda hem de kendi 6zgln kulttiriinin farkinda olan bilingli
vatandaglar yetistirmek énem tasimaktadir. Sadece teknolojinin esiri pasif birey yerine,
elestiren ve sorgulayan, sosyal iligkilerde kendini gerceklestiren genclere ihtiyacimiz bu-
lunmaktadir. Gengler, topluma katihm &runtllerinde sosyal medyay etkin kullanmaktadir.
Klresellesmenin ikonu olan internet ve sosyal medya, bir yandan yeni sanal cemaat 6riin-
taleri icin firsatlar saglarken, diger yandan kutuplasmaya da zemin hazirlamaktadir. Birbi-
rini dtekilestiren ve disman olarak kodlayan sanal cemaat Uyeleri arasinda ¢atisma riski
bulunmaktadir. Sosyal medya, gencler basta olmak Uzere bireylerin kendilerini sunduklari
ve teshir ettikleri, dolayisiyla narsist kisilik 6zelliklerini tatmin ettikleri bir platformdur ayni
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zamanda. Sosyal medya, bir arac olarak hem kendini ifade etme hem de topluma katiima
sUrecinde 6nemli bir iglevi yerine getirir. Ancak, sosyal medya manuptlasyon ve tahak-
kim araci olarak kétiye kullanildiginda sorun tegkil eder. Ayrica narsisizmi kértklediginde
de sadece kendini diisiinen ve kendine tapan bir nesil olusturma tehlikesini icinde ba-
rindirir. Ne kadar sorunlari olsa da internet ve sosyal medya, kiresel bilisim toplumunda
topluma katilmanin yeni versiyonu olan e-katiimanin aracidir. Dolayisiyla, ister gercek sos-
yal yasamda isterse sanal sosyal alemde, birbirinin yagsam tarzina, inancina, ideolojisine
ve felsefesine saygi duymak demokratik bilinci icsellestirmekle ilgilidir. Kimsenin kimseyi
istismar etmedigi bir toplumsal ve kiltirel yapiyi insa etmek zorundayiz.

Birlesmis Milletler Kurulu tarafindan 1985 Milletlerarasi Genglik Yil'nda saptanan “Kati-
Im”, “Gelisme” ve “Baris” hedeflerinin dnemi ve anlaminin strekliligi baglaminda; geng-
lere toplumda sorumluluk vererek katiimlarinin saglanmasi, genclerle birlikte gelisme ve
kalkinmanin strdUrilmesi ve barisin gerceklestiriimesi temel politik amaclar olmahdir.
Cunku genclik toplumun gelecegidir ve bugiiniin gengleri yarinin yetiskinleri olarak toplu-
mu yoneteceklerdir (Bayhan, 2015: 378).

Yeni yetisen kusaklarin sosyal sorumluluk almalarn ve sivil toplum 8rgitlerine génulll
katilmalar, aktif vatandas olmalari i¢in ilkokul, ortaokul ve liselerde uygulamali dersler
verilmelidir. Bu baglamda, Almanya’da uygulanan “toplum hizmeti egitimi” drnek olarak
irdelenebilir ve her toplumun sosyal ve kiltirel yapisina gére uyarlanabilir.

Almanya’da uygulanan “toplum hizmeti egitimi anlayigi”, okullarda 6grencileri kendi top-
lumlarina dahil etmenin &tesine gegen, 6grencilerin degisik konularda diisiinmesine yéne-
lik bilissel etkinliklerin diizenlenmesi, karar alma stireclerinde égrencilerin sesinin duyul-
masi, gesitliligin tesvik edilmesi, karsiliklilik iligkilerinin gelistiriimesi gibi hedefler igerir. Bu
saptamalar sonucunda, ilgili bir¢ok sivil toplum kurulusu yurttaslk egitimi alaninda okul-
lara destek olmak amaciyla “sivil katilim yoluyla 6grenme” agini kurarak, okullarda toplum
hizmeti egitimi anlayisinin, uygulamasinin ve standartlarinin yikseltiimesi i¢in calismalar
ylrGtmusttr. 2007-2010 arasinda bu ag ile igbirligi yapan okul sayisi 100’0 bulmustur. Bu
agin savundugu yaklasima gore, toplum hizmeti egitiminin amaci okullarda égrencilerin
kuramsal olarak 8grendigi konular ile sivil katilimi bir araya getirmelidir. Bu ytzden, top-
lum hizmeti egitimi tek bir ders yoluyla anlatilacak bir yurttaslk egitimi olarak degil, farkl
derslerin icine dahil edilecek farkindalik amagh unsurlarla verilebilir. Buna drnek olarak,
6grencilerin yurttaslik egitimi derslerinden 6grendikleri yoluyla ilkdgretimdeki gé¢men 63-
rencilere kilavuzluk yapmasi, fizik derslerinde 6grendikleri Uzerinden anaokulu égrencile-
rine yonelik deneyler gelistirmeleri veya biyoloji dersinde ekosistem hakkinda 6grenilenler
Uzerinden yakin g¢evrelerinde doganin korunmasina yénelik ¢alismalar verilebilir (Gur ve
Bahceci, 2014:69).

Bu acidan toplum hizmeti egitimi iki &nemli unsurdan olusur:
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(a) Ogrencilerin kendi baslarina arastirip bulduklan gercek toplumsal ihtiyaclar te-
mel alan diger kisilere ve toplumun butiiniine yénelik hizmetler,

» Toplumsal katilim — 6rnegin, yaslilara, evsizlere, engelli cocuklara yardim etmek,
c¢ocuk bakimi hizmeti veren kurumlarda génulltlik gibi.

» Cevreye katiim — 6rnegin, yereldeki icme suyu kalitesinin ylkseltilimesi icin calig-
mak, bir hayvan barinaginda génulli olmak, geri dénlisim konusunda farkindalgi
artirmak gibi.

+  Kultdrel katihm - tarihi anitlan korumak, mizik ve dans yoluyla ¢esitliligi savunmak,
turist rehberleri gelistirmek gibi.

+ Siyasi katiim - toplumsal entegrasyonu desteklemek, demokratik bir kiltir icin
kampanyalar yapmak, topluma iligkin dnemli konular hakkinda kamuya agik tartig-
malar dizenlemek gibi.

(b) Okullarda uygulanan degisik derslerin miifredatlariyla 6grencilerin katilimi ara-
sinda baglar kurulmasi:

+ Ders igerikleri: Sivil katilim icin hangi bilgi ve becerilere ihtiyacimiz var? Ogrendik-
lerimizi nasil kullanabiliriz? Ornegin, yaslilara yardim etmek ile biyoloji ve sosyoloji
dersi arasinda bag kurmak veya ¢ocuklara yardimci olurken edebiyat dersinden
yararlanmak gibi.

» Yontemsel beceriler: Hangi konularda topluma yardim edebilecegdimizi ve katilabi-
lecegimizi nasil anlariz? Ornegin, dgrencilerin ihtiyac analizi yapmayi, en iyi 6rnekle-
ri arastirmayi, yapmayi planladiklari galigsmalar i¢in ortaklar bulmayi 6grenmesi gibi.

* VYurttaslk egitimi: Ogrencilerin katiim yoluyla hizmet vermeyi planladiklari alandaki
sorunlarin kékenindeki nedenler ve yarattigi sonuclar hakkinda bilgi edinmeleri. Or-
negin, biyoloji dersinde eko-sistem calisirken sunlar sorulabilir: Parklardan kimler
sorumludur? Parklarin bakimini kimler yapiyor? Nereye park yapilacagina, parklar-
da nelerin olacagina kim karar veriyor? Neden bu kadar atik Uretiyoruz? Neden halk
doganin korunmasi igin daha fazla gcaba gdstermeli? Neden ¢evrenin korunmasina
daha fazla kaynak aktariimiyor?

Bu tirden bir anlayisin 6grencilerin yurttaslik egitimi agisindan iki énemli yarar oldugu
savunulmaktadir. ilk olarak, hizmetler okulda 6grenilenlerle desteklenmektedir. Ogrenciler
bir toplumsal katim deneyine dahil olurken buna daha hazirlikli hale gelir, yeterli bilgiyi
edinir, gereken becerileri 6ngorebilirler. Boylece, hizmetin kalitesi de yiikseleceginden,
6grencilerin dahil oldugu bu ttrden hizmetlerin toplum icindeki degeri de artacak ve on-
lara yardimci olmaya istekli daha fazla ortaga ulasilabilecektir. Sahaya gerekli bilgiyle
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gidilmesi olumsuz deneyimlerin yasanma ihtimalini azaltirken, égrenciler daha etkin bir
sekilde belirli konularda uzmanlasma da saglayacak, bdylece kendilerine olan glvenleri
de gelisecektir. ikinci olarak, hizmetler okulda 6grenilen konulara destek olur. Ogrenciler
okulda 6grendiklerini hemen uygulamaya gecirme, etkilerini gérme, yararlarini tecriibe
etme sansina sahip olurlar. Bu deneyimleri ile okula déndiklerinde konuya daha farklh bir
g0zle bakma, hatta bilgi transferi yapma becerisi kazanirlar (Gur ve Bahgeci, 2014: 69-70).

Bu uygulamalar yaninda, genglerin aktif vatandas olmalari icin liselerde sosyoloji dersle-
rinin islevsel verilmesi gerekmektedir. Hem kendi toplumunu hem de kiiresel degisimleri
anlayabilmesi icin sosyoloji herkese gereklidir. Ayrica, ilerde hangi meslegi yaparsa yapsin
(doktor, mihendis, 6gretmen, avukat vb.) bitiin meslek sahibi vatandaslarin insana hiz-
met edecegi gercekliginden hareketle, icinde yasanilan toplumun 6zellikleri ve davranis
kodlari ancak sosyoloji ile 6grenilir. Sosyoloji ayrica, empatik dlistinme yetenegini gelis-
tirir. Sokrates’in “kendini bil” mottosu ve Yunus Emre’nin “ilim ilim bilmektir / ilim kendin
bilmektir / Sen kendini bilmez isen / Ya nice okumaktir” dizelerini hayat felsefesi yapmak
icin sosyolojiye ihtiyacimiz bulunmaktadir.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Youth’s Participation Patterns to
The Society

Vehbi Bayhan*

Introduction

Born in a family, the first socialization institution of an individual is family. An individual
learns all the cultural and social codes of his society at home. The first impact on child
by his mother, father and other family members leaves its place to the friends and peers
during adolescence. School, workplace and media are among the important socialization
agents for the child following the family and peers. Socialization starts by birth and lasts
till the death of an individual.

Socialization agents’ effects during the process of the establishment of the identity of the
individual reflects on all his life. The spirit of the time and the sociological context repro-
duces the individual. In this context participation patterns to the society begining from the
childhood is formed by sociological context.The university period of the youth is also an
important period in the process of the participation of the youth to the society. However
the youth’s participation patterns to the society is not abstract from the sociological con-
text of the adolescencet. The components and configurations of his identity show their
impact during all the periods of his life.

* Assoc. Prof. Dr. Inonu University, Department of Sociology, Malatya, vehbi.bayhan@gmail.com.
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1. Participation Patterns to The Society

The continuity of the societies which are web of social relations and social organizations
depend on not only meeting on a common ground of the individual, group and community
that consist of the society but also being respectful to each othe in terms of their rights.

Society is analysed in two categories in terms of its structure and function. In this context,
Tonnies categorizes society as “gemeinschaft-community” and “gesellschaft-society”;
Durkheim “mechanical solidarity” and “organic solidarity”; Cooley “primary groups” and
secondary groups”. Within this framework, in community structures which generally de-
scribe rural lifestyles we can see the dominance of ‘us’ feeling, closed economy structure,
primary relations and homogeneous population. Contrary to this, in society structures
which describe the city life, individualism instead of the feeling of ‘us’, differentiation and
division of labour, secondary relations and heterogeneous population can be seen (Bay-
han, 1996:91). During the process of urbanization, community structure leaves its place
to society structure.

Individualism and community structure are like a double-edged sword. Therefore the ap-
propriate composition of these two structures is very important for the balance and health
of the society. In this context problems like alineation can be seen in western societies
due to excessive individualistic structure. In eastern socities though excessive commu-
nity structure hinders the development of non-governmental organizations and extremist
communities paradoxically reproduce alineation (Bayhan, 2015:369).

While the necessity of the western societies is to rebuild the spirit of solidarity which is de-
fined as “ashabiyah” (group solidarity) by Ibnu Khaldun, the necessity of the eastern socie-
ties is to be free from the strict and closed community structure and to build a society struc-
ture which is fromed with individualization (without being individualistic) (Bayhan, 2002:11).

In this context, the ideology of “family centered societies” by Fukuyama in his book “The
Trust” is seen as the cause of an authoritative state and a weak civil society. According
to Fukuyama, traditional family values that create dependant individuals prevent the so-
ciety to develop and hinder the creativity of human beings. The continuity of the absolute
family and complex affinity relations block the economic development. Individuals who
only trust their family or relatives therefore do not trust anyone else can not form vol-
untary civil organizations. Among the societies in which the family intersts are far more
important than the moral values like occupational duties and the responsibility for a col-
lective life, “nepotism” that is to favor relatives become effective in the aforesaid societies
(Vergin,1997:9). Family, affiliations, townsman, tirbe, political party, ideology or religious
community togetherness determine the whole social relations.

These sociological contexts that are social and cultural structure in which the individual
lives in determine the participation of the individual to the society. Every social structure
has its own participation patterns which are introduced to the individuals
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Participation can materialize in lots of levels from families to international organizations,
schools, workplaces, health servicess, local and national governments, clubs, unions
and parliaments. United Nations define the participation of the youth as follows: (UNDP,
2008:77).

» economic participation (work and development)
» political participation (resolution process)
+ social participation (to take part in social and environmental issues )

+ cultural participation (artistic activities, cultural norms and discourse)

Participation to the society by means of non governmental organizations is important
in terms of the development of democracy in society. Social responsibility, sharing and
active citizenship become more functional by means of participation to the non-govern-
mental organizations (Bayhan, 2014: 87).

As the active citizenship literature indicates, activities and voluntary works that are car-
ried out by the youth increases their self-confidence. The studies show that to include
youngs to the social activities creates positive effects on their self-improvement, sense
of citizenship, social responsibility, knowledge, academic skills and career expectations
(UNDP, 2008:80). The opportunity to participate to society should be given to all children,
adoescents and youngs in all of the socialization institutions begining from the families.

2. Youth’s Participation Patterns To The Society
2.1. Economic Participation:

What is most wanted by the youngs in Turkey is to find a good job. %49,1 of the youngs
who answered the Youth’s Status Research say that having a good job is what they
want most. %18,1 say “respectability” and %16,9 of them answered as “love” (UNDP,
2008:57). In Bayhan’s research, %51 of the youngs say the most important problem is
unemployement. %28 of the sample say psychological problems, %16 social pressure
and %4 sexual problems (Bayhan, 2013.146).

According to the findings of the Turkish Statistical Institute (TUIK), while the general un-
employement rate in Turkey in 2012 is %9.2, this rate is %20 among youngs.While the
unemployement rate among %16 young boys is %16, this rate is %20 for the young girls
(TUIK, 2013:33). In European Countries the unemployement rate in 2012 is %12 but in
Spain and Greece which are in economic crisis %60 of the youngs are unemployed (tr.
euronews.com, 2013).

One of the reasons why those aforesaid educated youngs are unemployed is that they
want to work in jobs from which they can get higher income and the other is that they
want jobs which offers social security (UNDP, 2008:66). Besides, in Bayhan’s research,
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%66 of the sample answered the question “In which sector would you like to work after
graduation?” as in “public institute”, %13 in “private sector”, %8 in their “own enterpris-
es”, and %10 wherever | find.

These findings reflect the importance and effectiveness of public institutions amnog Turk-
ish society.Public institutions are preferable in terms of work job-guarantee and continui-
ty. Due to the economic crisis both in Turkey and in the world, public institutions become
more confidential than the private sectors as the people who work in private sectors are
fired in those times (Bayhan, 2012). Therefore the university students want to work in
public institutions whwn they graduate.

The reasons like economic crises, unemployement and the delayed participation to the
production due to postgraduate education constitute the postmodern family patterns.The
increasing rates of people living with their families until the age of 30 in millennium age is
the postmodern version of traditional family solidarity. Katherine S. Newman gives infor-
mation about the millennium generation family structure in her book “Accordion Family:
Boomerang Kids, Anxious Parents & the Private Toll of Global Competition”

While the youngs from the middle-class families in the USA leave home and share a
house with their friends at the age of 18, they go back to their families due to unem-
ployement after their graduation as a result of economic crises and divorces after socail
crises. According to a research carried out in six countries, the houses stretch like accor-
dion with parallel economic cycles and the youngs who live with their families or go back
to live with their families are described as “boomerang generation” (Newman, 2012: 195-
202).This is not a surprise or unusual case for the social structure of Turkey. In Turkey’s
social structure the solidarity of the family and the relationship between the parents and
children is so close and ever lasting. While “individualization” in the western societies and
cultures is dominant, “solidarity” and living in a community is a primary reference for the
eastern societies including Turkey. However, excessive individualisation and community
life in each of the society structure are like a double-edged sword. What is important is
to balance. In fact modernization has isolated the individual fro his family and community
by encouraging the individualization.The social and cultural structure of the postmodern
times produce new synthesise with the union of both the traditional and modern.

2.2. Political Participation:

The identification and comments on youngs over other young people reflect the effects
of the globalization in terms of both space and time. In this context, the question of “How
do you describe today’s youngs? is answered as follows: %45 of the sample answered
as “far from the national political issues and a politic” % 36 answered as “materialistic
youth”, %5 having the knowledge and skills of their age”, %5 “sensitive to the social is-
sues”, %5 “hardworking and ambitious” and %4 answered as “spiritual”. The description
of the youngs themselves as apolitic and materialistic is the reflection of the philosophy
of “consumption culture” and “carpe diem” which is injected to the subconscious during
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the process of globalization (Bayhan, 2010, Bayhan, 2012, Bayhan, 2013:154). Another
reason why the youngs are insensitive to politics is that the tendency of the families to
keep their children away from politics due to the political polarization and anomaly which
occured before 1980.

In Turkey the youngs have negative feelings and lack of confidence in political mech-
anisms. They believe that politics is not “fair and just” and “people are not in the posi-
tions which they actually have the right to be” This negativity is the same for politicians
too. “They only watch for themselves and their affiliations”, “they don’t do too much things
for the sake of socity” and “they don'’t tell the truth” are some of the statements that the
youngs often use while describing politicians. According to the Youth’s Status Research,
%4,7 of the youngs actively take part in a political party. Three out of four of the rest of
%95,3 say they do not think of taking part in any political parties in the future (UNDP,
2008). Alienation to politics and politicians decreases the participation rate of the youngs
to the political activities.

2.3. Social and Cultural Participation:

With process of globalization,similarities are observed among different cultures in dif-
ferent regions by means of internet. Within the perspective of these similar social and
cultural patterns, according to Bayhan’s research,the most favourite types of boks among
the sample group are “novels” and “stories”. Their most favourite music is “pop music”.
The most favourite TV programmes are “sitcoms”. The most popular sport among those
youngs is “football”. Usage rate of internet which is the symbol of globalization is pretty
high. among youngs.%91 of the sample uses internet.They use internet mostly for the
social sharing sites especially facebook (Bayhan, 2012). Media is becoming more and
more intense in our lives. Life experiences,passion and desire have left their places to the
typical problems in social media:Where are you now? What are you doing? Friendship
habits and practices have been degraded to “online friendship” processes (Hardt ve Ne-
gri, 2012: 22-25). Sharing all their privacy with the social media and thus becoming both
“exhibitionist” and “voyeuristic”, “virtual web people” consume their privacy by becoming
the subjects and objects of a show (Bayhan, 2012a:165).

Being the icon of globalization and information society, Internet leads up to a postmodern
identity pattern. Internet enables different identities to express and reflect themselves. In
this context, different identities start to realize other identities. However it also leads up to
virtual communities in terms of “us” and “other”. Moreover internet addiction is defined
as a psychological problem in psychiatry. Internet produces asocial individuals too. Indi-
viduals who often communicates via internet and spend most of their time using it avoid
from real social relations (Bayhan, 2013: 142). Participation of the youngs to the social
and cultural life takes place virtually by means of internet. Taking the place of the real
social and cultural communication, social media creates virtual social relation patterns.
Social media may be a platform for the asocial individuals to express themselves. How-
ever, problems arise when the virtual social relations take the place of real social relations.
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Another important platform for young people’s participation in social and cultural life is
non-governmental organizations. However, rate of the members of non-governmental
organization is 4% in Turkey among the young people involved in a survey, “Status of
Youth” commissioned by UNDP (2008). About 46% of this rate consists of university stu-
dents or university graduates. Meeting new people, involving in new circles, recognizing
a variety of student clubs and voluntary work often take place in a university environment.
Universities provide the opportunity of social participation for young people to learn di-
rectly by experience and practice.

Liberating effect created by the participation and voluntary activities on youth is very
important. A young person involved in some activities of non-governmental organizations
(NGO) explains in the following lines how this type of activities changed his perspective:
“When you include the others into your communal social life, when you try to teach them
something, you learn, as well. You bear a tremendous responsibility. Since | started par-
ticipating in NGO activities, I've learned a lot for 2-3 years. I've learned to take responsi-
bility and live together with people in society” (UNDP, 2008: 80).

NGOs teach young people a lot about being more tolerant towards others and respecting
for diversity. “I always used to think that my truth was true. | could not tolerate different
perspectives in the past. Because, let’s say that | am of the opinion of A, when the one
supporting the opinion B explained his/her view | used to discuss ‘how come that you
are right, you think wrong’ but now [ think that ‘| need to listen to him/her, as well’ and |
listen. He/she is also right in some points.” Another young explains the change he has
experienced in this way: “Formerly, ‘| used say that ‘| can’t share the table | sit with these
people around even for two minutes’. Now, | began to share even my life and | had lost my
prejudices against them” (UNDP, 2008: 81).

Although youth volunteerism in Turkey is usually perceived as an activity on which young
people come together to make use of their spare time and be a part of something during
the years of their higher education, it is much more than volunteerism. Especially for
young people volunteerism is a duplex way; while contributing to the personal develop-
ment of young people it also changes and has a positive impact on the society in which
they live. Cooperation in the society, better cultural understanding between different cul-
tures, more efficient use of social capital and resources, placement of the awareness of
the citizenship among people are all the processes that are accelerated and continued to
develop through volunteering (Bagci, 2013: 48).

In a research titled as “Sociological Profile of the University Students”, for the question
“Have you ever participated in / Do you want to participate in any non-governmental
organizations (associations, foundations etc.)?” 14% of the sample answered “Yes, | par-
ticipated in”, 28% answered “Yes, | would like to participate in”, 40% answered “No, | ha-
ven’t participated in”, 19% “No | wouldn’t like to participate in” (Bayhan, 2012). In another
youth survey, it is understood from the answers that only 10% of the young people have
a non-governmental organization membership, and the rest 90% of youth don’t have an
organic bond with non-governmental organizations (Sencar and Yildiz, 2010: 161).

28 Vehbi Bayhan



Youth's Participation Pattems to The Saciety

According to the “World Values Survey”, the percentage of the people participating in
voluntary activities is 1,7% in Turkey. When we compare it with the results of 55 coun-
tries, unfortunately Turkey ranks last on the list. According to the surveys, membership
to a non-governmental organization among young people aged between 15-27 was 8%
in 1999, 4% in 2003 and in 2006 the level was 6%. Volunteering among young people
also varies depending on the social, economic and educational backgrounds. As well as
the majority of the young people participating in voluntary activities are male, they have a
higher education level and they are students (Bagci, 2013: 49).

These findings reflect the position and role of non-governmental organizations within
the community. Non-governmental organizations have very important functions in devel-
oped, modern and democratic countries. As a political pressure group, non-governmen-
tal organizations play a role in the implementation of participative management. Thus, it is
important in modern democratic countries that individuals become members of non-gov-
ernmental organizations, express themselves and seek their rights. This situation is the
reflection of the “individual” image and value of the individual within the society in West-
ern societies.

In contrast, for Eastern societies, consequently in Turkey instead of individual “communi-
ty” is important from the sociological context. Because of the fact that non-governmen-
tal organizations aren’t developed or organized and they don’t function on the Western
sense, there exist few memberships for associations, foundations and so on. Importance
of the foundations is an undeniable reality during the historical experience of the Ottoman
State. The USA, by taking the Ottoman Foundation System as an example modernized it
and uses functionally but the system hasn’t been institutionalized in Turkey.

Within the context of this historical and sociological reality, there is not enough member-
ship to non-governmental organizations in Turkey. This phenomenon can be observed in
our study (Bayhan, 2013: 155).

Through the non-governmental organizations, voluntary work is the activation and revi-
talization of the will existing in every human’s spirit for participation in the social devel-
opment. Also, voluntary work is a kind of activity which allows a person to get pleasure,
enjoy and be happy by sharing his/her knowledge, skills and experience with the ones
around. Increase and proliferation of the social movements which enables the activation
of voluntary work is possible with the cultural habits and traditions of the society.

In Turkey, non-governmental organizations established so far have been mostly initiatives
based on “sport”, “religious beliefs” and “help”. In general and over the years, activities
carried out by the associations did not contribute to the dissemination of civil under-
standing and initiatives in various fields and couldn’t create the confidence needed by
individuals and communities for the proliferation of voluntary participation. Principles like
“transparency” and “accountability” are quite strange concepts for a lot of non-govern-
mental organizations. Many of the existing non-governmental organizations stay away
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from these approaches. Since these principles, as an essential element of trust, are far
away from the civil society, this situation rightly directs the important segment of the
society to “suspect” about associations, foundations. This constitutes the biggest obsta-
cle for our people’s participation to voluntary work and non-governmental organizations.
Only about 12 percent of the society is involved in civic initiatives (Betil, 2013: 16).

In Turkey, young individuals have problems of the participation in political and non-gov-
ernmental organizations. Expect for voting, political participation rate is very low. There-
fore, young people are involved in politics as much as their parents do (Erdogan, 2001:
26). Obstacles for young people’s political participation in Turkey can be explained by the
model the “Iron Triangle” (Oktar, 2001). The first side of the iron triangle forms the “family
structure”, on the second edge “education system” is located and the third edge consti-
tutes the “current system”. As well as these dimensions are independent of one another,
they support each other.

The family structure in Turkey is not an open structure for participation in itself. Partici-
pation is partly explained as one’s producing his own ideas and willingness to implement
them. In this context, the child is unable to show such participation within the structure
of the Turkish family which usually consists of dominant parents. In fact, the individual
cannot completely express himself until he starts his own family. However, vicious cycle
continues when he starts his own family, as well. Since the family is the only place where
his ideas are respected he doesn’t listen to his own children’s views. In addition, com-
pared to Western countries, the majority of families in Turkey take their children’s financial
responsibility for a longer period. Even if the child contributes to the family income, he
doesn’t have the right to decide how to spend the money he earns. However, the com-
mon belief is that whoever wins the money, the needs of the family will be met through
that money because in the past parents dedicated themselves for their children in the
same way (Oktar, 2001: 31). For the question “Who generally makes the decisions in your
family?” in Bayhan'’s (2003) research about the family structure of which sample consists
of the university youth, 39% of the respondents answered all the members of the family
make decisions collectively, 31% answered decisions are made by father, 24% answered
by fathers and mothers and 5% responded as by mother. It is observed that decisions
are made 60% by the parents. Importance of the family also becomes evident with the
question “What is the most valued thing in life?” 60% of the sample responds as “family”.
15% responds success, 10% responds religious beliefs, 3% money, 3% my job and 1%
responds the entertainment.

The second dimension of the iron triangle is the system of education. In contrast to the
excess of the young population, adequate and qualified education facilities are not pro-
vided. An education system built upon rote learning is based on accepting everything
without criticizing and questioning. Due importance isn’t given for philosophy and so-
ciology classes at high schools. In addition, since high school education is not enough,
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private courses have become a significant industry in preparation for university entrance
exams. Because the students learn and memorize multiple-choice question format for
the university entrance exam in these private courses, their skills of criticizing and ques-
tioning are inhibited. One and a half million students take the exam each year to enter
university but the quota is not sufficient therefore only one fourth of the students can
get the right to study at universities through the exam. In this race, the rate of the ones
making conscious choices is low. In Bayhan’s research (2003), for the question to learn
the reason of their university preference only 24% of the sample responded as conscious
choice, 19% responded because of their score wasn’t enough for another university, 18%
responded as a result of a wrong choice. In addition, the rate of the ones who are not
satisfied with the subject they are studying on is 23%.

The third dimension of the iron triangle is a system consisting of a worn and deadening
bureaucracy. The structure is inadequate in terms of quality and responsiveness to the
needs. If to take into account that even concluding a simple case for a court may take
five to ten years, the reason of the distrust for social institutions is understood (Oktar,
2001: 32).

In a political system which retains the state power and doesn’t produce any solutions to
social and economic problems, the real goals of the politicians are considered as becom-
ing rich, gaining advantage for the interests of their supporters and relatives.

Politicians’ alienation from the society brings out the alienation of the society from politics
and politicians. The question “What is the real purpose of the ones engaged in politics
(Member of Parliament, Local Party Leaders, etc..)?” was responded becoming rich by
39% of the sample, 34% responded gaining advantage for the interests of their sup-
porters and relatives, 11% responded serving for the nation and country, 5% responded
becoming famous.

The reason why the real purposes of the politicians are defined as becoming rich, en-
suring the interests of their supporters or relatives and becoming famous by 77% of the
respondents is the result of the alienation of the politicians to the society and alienation of
the society to the politics and politicians. For the question which is the most trusted insti-
tution, political parties were observed as the least trusted institutions with a rate of 0.7%.

In Turkey where patronage and nepotism are experienced intensively by means of po-
litical parties and politicians; distrust of political parties and other findings support the
common view that the real purpose of the politicians is taking advantage for some inter-
ests. 82% of the sample agrees with the view “It is useless to make complaints to the
authorities, because the authorities are not interested enough in citizens’ problems”. In
this context, insecurity prevails for the bureaucracy which is led by the politics. Also, 90%
of the sample agrees with the view “Not the ones working hard but the ones having an
uncle wins in Turkey” (Bayhan, 2001; Bayhan, 2010; Bayhan, 2012).
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2.4. New Form of Participation in Global Information Society: E-Participation

In the age of the Internet and social media being the main communication device and
platform, e-participation is emerging as a new concept in the collective participation pat-
tern of young people in the global information society. Expressing themselves through the
Internet and social media and participating in social, political and cultural contexts is the
main form of new fluid society. Y and Z generation young people born into the Internet
and expressed as “digital indigenous people” use social media as a means of collecting
participation.

Monitoring citizens and subversive citizenship are introduced as new concepts displaying
as alternative e-citizenship models for the first decades of the 21st century. Local and
transnational movements that seem to have a stronghold are coined in order to solve the
puzzle of the internet as a democratic/antidemocratic participatory tool or an alternative
public sphere.

Consclusion

Adults are naturally taken as model by younger generation. Therefore adults’ charging the
younger generations from one perspective for their entire negative behaviors is not real-
istic. Good example creates good product and bad example creates bad product. Either
educating individuals extremely individualist or extremely according to the fabric of the
community are problematic. With inspiration from Aristotle’s concept “mesotes” (middle
right), young individuals should be supported for both being individuals and fulfilling their
duties and responsibilities in society. It is important to educate conscious citizens who
are aware of globalization as well as their original culture. Instead of passive individuals
who are captives of technology, we need young people criticizing and questioning, real-
izing themselves in social relationships.

Within the context of the continuity of the importance and meaning of the targets of “Par-
ticipation”, “Development” and “Peace” determined by the Council of the United Nations
in 1985 International Youth Year, ensuring young people’s participation in society by giv-
ing them responsibility, sustaining the growth and development with young people and
realization of peace should be the basic political purposes. Because youth is the future of
the society and today’s youth will govern the society as the adults in the future.

Sociology courses at high schools should be given functionally for young generations so
that they could be active citizens, take social responsibilities and participate voluntarily
in non-governmental organizations. Sociology is necessary for everyone both for under-
standing his own society and understanding the global changes. We need sociology to
make Socrates’s motto “know thyself” and Yunus Emre’s following lines as our philos-
ophy of life; “Knowledge should mean a full grasp of knowledge / Knowledge means to
know yourself, heart and soul / If you have failed to understand yourself / Then all of your
reading has missed its call.”
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Tirkiye’de Geng issizlik Sorunu ve
Coziim Onerileri

Ahmet Tayfur Akcan*

0z

Uluslararasi Calisma Orglitiine gére 15-24 yas arasindaki bireylerin issiz kalmasi geng issizlik olarak
degerlendiriimektedir. Ancak diinya genelinde geng issizlik yas alt ve Ust sinin tlkelere gore farklilik
gbstermektedir. Bu sebeple Ulkelere gbre genclere yonelik istihdam politikalari birbirinden farkli ola-
bilmektedir. 2015 yilinda yayimlanan Uluslararasi Calisma Orgiitii raporuna gére, 2020 yilina kadar
dinya genelinde issizlik oranlarinda artis beklenmektedir. Bu sebeple geng issizligin azaltiimasina
yonelik politikalar 6nem kazanmaktadir. Galismanin ilk bolimiinde Tirkiye’deki genglerin issiz kal-
masinin nedenleri arastinimistir. Ikinci bélimde geng issizligin azalmasi i¢in uygulanan politikalara
yer verilmistir. Calismanin son bolimiinde ise Tirkiye’de geng issizligin azaltiimasi igin uygulanmasi
tavsiye edilen issizligi azaltmaya yonelik politikalar arastinimistir.
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Abstract

International Labour Organization considered youth unemployment which is the unemployment of
people between the ages of 15 and 24. However, the youth unemployment age differs from coun-
try to country in terms of upper and lower limits. For this reason, employment policies for young
people may be different from country to country. According to the International Labor Organization
report published in 2015, unemployment rates are expected to increase around the world by 2020.
Therefore, reducing young unemployment is the common aim of economic policies. Policy-making
to combat youth unemployment have gained importance because of Syrian refugees in Turkey and
recorded levels of youth unemployment in the labor market. The first part of this study investigated
the causes of unemployment for young people in Turkey. In the second part, policies to reduce youth
unemployment were presented. The last part of the study devoted to the policies which aim at re-
ducing unemployment in Turkey.

Keywords: Youth Unemployment, Employment Policies, International Labor Organization, Turkey.

1. Giris

Tuark Dil Kurumu’na gére yasi ilerlememis, gelismesini tamamlamamis, geng haldeki 6zel-
liklerini koruyan din¢ bireylere genc denilmektedir. Genclerin ortak 6zelligi ise surekli ol-
gunlasma stireci igcinde olmalari ve kendi baslarina karar verme ¢abalarinin artmasi olarak
g6zlemlenmektedir. Bu durumda da genclerin ekonomik 6zgurliklerinin kazanmalari dev-
reye girmektedir. Ekonomik 6zgurligini kazanmak isteyen gencg bireyler emek arzinda
bulunarak is aramaya baslarlar. is giicii piyasasinda olusan emek arz fazlaligi, Turkiye gibi
gelismekte olan ve gen¢ dinamik nifusunun fazla oldugu Ulkelerde isglicu piyasasinin
dengesini bozucu rol oynamaktadir.

Calismada 6ncelikle genc issizlik genel ve teorik olarak degerlendirilerek genc issizligin
nedenleri analiz edilecektir. ikinci olarak Tirkiye’'nin isgiicli piyasasinda genc issizligin
genel durumu analiz edilecek ve son bélimde geng igsizligin nedenlerine deginilerek azal-
tilmasi igin politika 6nermelerinde bulunulacaktir. Calismada, 6nemi ve orani giderek ar-
tan geng issizligin azaltiimasinda farkli politika 6nermelerinde bulunulacagindan, literatire
katki saglamasi dngoérilmektedir.

issizlik literatiiriinde genc issizligi agiklamaya yonelik yaklasimlar temelde 3’e ayriimak-
tadir. Bunlar; Neoklasik yaklasim, Keynesyen yaklasim ve Shumpeterci yaklasimdir (izgi,
2012: 298-300). Neoklasik yaklasim yeni is pozisyonlarinin az olmasindan kaynakli geng-
lerin is bulamayarak issiz kaldigini 6ne siirmektedir. Keynesyen yaklasim ise genc issizli-
gin temel nedenini istihdamdaki istikrarsizliklar olarak agiklamaktadir. Son olarak Shum-
peterci yaklasim ise geng issizliginin nedenini isglici piyasasindaki yapisal degisimler
olarak acgiklamaktadir.
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Dinya genelinde geng issizlikle basa ¢ikmak igin farkl politikalar gelistiriimekte ve geng
kavramini nitelendirmek icin gesitli yaklasimlar giindeme gelmistir. Her yaklasimda farkli
politikalar ve farkli yas gruplarindan séz edilmektedir. Uluslararasi Calisma Orgiiti'niin
geng issiz taniminin genel geger 6zelliginde olmasina ragmen, diinya genelinde geng ta-
nimlamalarinda yas alt ve Ust gruplari Ulkeler arasinda farklilik géstermektedir. Bu durum
Ulkeler arasindaki geng issizligi azaltma politikalarinin da farkli olmasina neden olmaktadir.
Bu sebeple diinya genelinde kapsayici geng issizlikle micadele politikalar genellik arz
etmemektedir. Bazi Ulkelere gore genc issizligi yas alt ve Ust sinir su sekildedir.

Tablo 1: Ulkelerin Geng igsizlik Yas Sinirlan

Ulke Yas Araligi

ingiltere 16-18
Kuzey italya 14-29
Giney italya 14-32

Avustralya 12-25

Malezya 15-40

Nijerya 6-30

Amerika 14-24

Turkiye 15-24

Kaynak: Karabiyik 2009: 296

Ulkelerin genc kavramlarinin farklilasmasi, diinya (izerinde genc issizlikle miicadele politi-
kalarinin da farklilasmasina neden olmustur. Diinya genelinde genc issizligin baslangig ya-
sinin en dislk oldugu Ulke Nijeryadir. Nijerya’da 6 yasindaki bireyler geng issiz statlsline
girebilmektedir. Avustralya’da ise genc issizligin baslangi¢ yasi 12 olarak kabul edilmek-
tedir. Geng issizlik hesaplamalarinda italya’da iki fakli yas baz alinmaktadir. Ulkenin kuzey
kesimlerinde genc kategorisinin Ust sinir 29 yas kabul edilirken, tlkenin gliney kesimle-
rinde Ust yas siniri artarak 32 olarak kabul edilmektedir. TUrkiye’de mevcut durumda geng
issizlik yas araliklan 1985-1989 yillarini kapsayan 5. Bes Yillik Kalkinma Plani’ndan (BYKP)
sonra Uluslararasi Calisma Orgiitli ile uyum arz etmektedir. 3. ve 4. BYKP’da 12-24 yas
arasl issizler genc issiz kabul edilirken, 5. BYKP’da ise 15-24 yas arasinda olan igsizler
geng issiz statiisiinde yer almaktadir.

2. Tiirkiye’de Geng issizlik

Turkiye isglict piyasasl incelendiginde kronik sorun niteligi tasiyan durum, ntfus artisi-
nin istihdam artisina oranla daha fazla gerceklesmesidir. Bu nedenle buyime oranlari ile
istihdam oralarn paralel hareket etmemektedir (Sayin 2011: 34). Ekonomide ve 06zellikle
isglicu piyasasinda geng issizligin yiksek olmasi nedeniyle de ekonomik kiiglilme yasan-
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digi yillarda issizlik oraninda ciddi ylkselmeler yasanmaktadir. Ancak artan nifusa paralel
olarak meydana gelen demografik firsat penceresinden yararlanmaya yénelik politikalarin
yayginlasmasi sonrasinda, isglicl piyasasi daha saglam yapiya kavusarak ekonomik bii-
yimede sureklilik saglanacaktir. Bu bakimdan geng issizligi azaltmaya yonelik politikalar,
surdurulebilir ekonomik buylime agisindan énem kazanmaktadir.

Geng issizlikle micadele ayrintili olarak ilk defa 1985-1989 yillari arasinda gecerli olan
Besinci Bes Yillik Kalkinma Planinda ayrintili olarak gtindeme gelmistir. Plan kapsaminda
yapllan analize gére 15-19 yaglar arasi genglerin %10,5’lik kismi acik issiz konumunda
bulunmaktadir (Murat ve Sahin 2011: 449). Ayrica geng issizligin ¢6zimdi icin milli ge-
lir artisini saglayacak ve ayni zamanda yeni is olanaklari olusturacak yatirimlara dncelik
verilmesi kararlastinimistir (Bigerli 2004: 276). Yeni is olanaklar olusturulan yatirnmlarin

artmasiyla 6ncelikle genc issizlik daha sonra da genel issizlik oranlarinda dististin yasan-
masi amaglanmistir.

Grafik 1: Tiirkiye’nin issizlik ve Geng issizlik Oranlari
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Kaynak: Tiirkiye Istatistik Kurumu

Grafik 1’de Turkiye istatistik Kurumu verilerine gére 2005 yill Ocak ayi ile 2016 yili Aralik
ayi arasinda aylik olarak mevsimsel etkilerden arindirimis issizlik ve genc issizlik oranlari
gorilmektedir. Her dénem igin geng issizlik orani, genel issizlik oranindan yiiksek oldugu

gorulmektedir. Bu durum Tirkiye'nin demografik firsat penceresinden yararlanamadigini
gbstermektedir.
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Grafik 2: Tiirkiye’de issizlerin Yas Dagilimi
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Kaynak: Tiirkiye Istatistik Kurumu

Grafikte 1988-2013 yillari arasinda Turkiye’nin igsizlerinin yas dagilimlari verilmektedir.
Grafiginin sonunun 2013 yilinda bitmesinin sebebi TUIK’in 2013 yilindan sonra issizlerin
yas dagiimini agiklamamsidir. TUIK verilerine gére 1988-2013 yillari arasinda; 2008 yilin-
da yasanan Kiresel Mortgage Krizine kadar 15-24 yas arasindaki genclerde issizlik orani
diger yas gruplarindan fazladir. 1988-2013 yillar arasinda ise her dénem icin 55 yas Ustl
niifusta issizlik orani, diger yas gruplarina gére en disiik konumdadir. Ayrica her dénem
icin 35-54 yas arasindaki nifusta issizlik orani, 25-34 yas arasi nifustaki issizlik oranindan
duslk oldugu gdzlemlenmektedir.

Grafikte dikkat ceken diger bir ayrinti ise 2000 Kasim ve 2001 Subat krizleri sonrasinda
25-34 yas grubu igsizlerin sayisindaki sert artistir. 3 ay arayla yasanan bu krizlerin diger
ekonomik krizlerden farki, kriz sonrasi issiz kalan bireylerin egitim durumudur. Onceki
krizlerde ilk issiz kalan vatandaslar egitim durumu dusuk, kalifiye olmayan ve genellikle
geng issiz statlistinde olan vatandaslardir. 2001 krizi finansal kriz oldugu igin, issiz kalan
vatandaslar genellikle en az lisans mezunu finans sektoriinde aktif calisan 26-34 yas arasi
vatandaslardir. Gergeklesen bu durum issizlik literatiiriine “Kriz issizligi” olarak gegmistir.

3. Geng issizligin Nedenleri

Turkiye’de geng issizlik oraninin fazla olmasinin temelde bes nedeni vardir. Bunlar nifus
kaynakli, egitim kaynakli, isglict piyasasi (g6¢ vs.) kaynakl (Murat ve Sahin 2011 :325),
kuresellesme kaynakli ve devlet yapisindan kaynakli (Toprak ve Demir 2001: 11) sorunlar
olarak siralanabilir.
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Turkiye’de nifus yapisindan kaynakl olarak genc nifus ve tarim ile ugrasan nifusun
fazlaligl gosterilebilir. Ozellikle tlkenin dogu kesimlerinde genc niifus artis hizinin fazla
olmasi ve girisimciligin az olmasi sebebi ile Ulke ici go¢ hareketlerinin tetiklenmesi, gen¢
issizligin artmasini saglamaktadir. Tarim ile ugrasan nifusun fazla olmasi da 6zellikle mi-
ras sonucunda tarim alanlarinin béliinmesi ve yetersizligi geng issizligi ve ic go¢u artiran
nedenlerdendir.

Egitim sisteminin statik yapiya kavusamamasi ve reel sektdrin ihtiyaclarini karsilayama-
masi geng issizligin artmasinda dnemli rol oynamaktadir. Bu durumun asiimasi igin hayat
boyu 6grenme silirecinin egitim sisteminin her ddonemine yayilmasi ve gerekli destekleme-
lerin saglanmasi gerekmektedir.

Diger bir sebep ise isglict piyasasinda devlet kaynakli sebeplerdir. Devlet kaynakli temel
sorunlar, uygulanan istihdam ve issizlik politikalarinin yeni bos pozisyonlar olusturmaya
ve genclere ybnelik olmamasi olarak gdsterilebilir. Bu temel dayanak altinda ise bazi alt
sebepler vardir. Bunlar;

1. Siyasal istikrarsizlik,

. Koalisyon hikimetlerinin zayifligi,

. Isglicti piyasasi ile gelisen yasal diizenlemeler,

. Kurumsal diizenlemelerdeki eksiklikler,

. Tasarruf mevzuatina verilen glivencenin uzun strmesi ,
. Borclanmanin i¢ piyasadan yapilmasi,

. Hatal kur politikalar ,

o N o o M~ W N

. Midahaleci devlet politikalarinin finansmanlarinin kamu bankalarindan saglanmasi
olarak siralanmaktadir.

Geng issizligin artmasindaki en 6dnemli nedenlerden biri kiiresellesmedir. Kiresellesme ile
birlikte dinya tzerinde talep edilen isglictiniin niteliginde degismeler olmaktadir. Bilginin
6neminin arttigi isglict piyasasinda, niteliksiz isglciine talep azalmaktadir. Bu durum ayni
zamanda yeni is pozisyonlarinin dogmasina da sebep olmaktadir. Dolayisiyla istihdam
politikalar ve egitim politikalarinin paralellik gdstermesi gerekmektedir (Condur ve Bélik-
bas 2014: 80). Birbirinden bagimsiz belirlenen istihdam ve egitim politikalarinin etkinligi
de azalmaktadir. Ancak Turkiye’'nin istihdam yapisi incelendiginde, tarim ekonomisinin
ekonomide agiriginin fazla olmasi sebebi ile kiiresellesmenin etkisinin isglicl piyasasin-
da yeterince gerceklesmedigi gorilmektedir. Tarim ekonomisinde makinelesmeye gegisin
nispeten daha yavas olmasi bu durumun nedeni olarak gdésterilebilir.

Kuresellesmenin geng issizlik Gzerindeki diger etkisi de istihdam olusturmayan biyime
ile olmaktadir. Bu durumun temel sebepleri ise imalat sanayinin yeterince gelisememesi,
finans sektdrtiiniin ekonomide ani ylkselisi ve belirleyici sektdr konumuna gelmesi ve ko-
nut yatinmlarinin ekonomideki agirhiginin artmasidir (Mitevellioglu v.d. 2010: 210). Ozel-
likle dis ticaret dénlisimU sonrasinda ithal ikameci sanayilesme stratejisinin terk edilmesi
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ve ihracata donik sanayilesme stratejisinin benimsenmesi ile imalat sektérinin énemi
artmistir. Ancak altyapi ve diger sikintilar sebebi ile imalat sanayisinde yeterli gelisme kay-
dedilememistir. Bu durum da yeni is olanaklarinin agiimasini giiglestirmistir.

Ekonomide yatinmlarin éneminin artmasiyla finans sektérinin belirleyiciligi de artmistir.
Finans sektdrl hacim olarak fazla ancak istihdam pozisyonu olusturma potansiyeli az
olan sektdrlerden oldugundan istihdam pozisyonlarinin olusmasinda beklenen etki yasan-
mamistir. Diger etki ise konut yatinmlarinin ekonomide surekli artan konuma gelmesinden
kaynaklanmaktadir. Konut yatinmlari genellikle kalifiye olmayan beden giicline dayali is-
tihdami artirmaktadir. Ayrica konut sektorii devamliligin saglanmasinin zor oldugu sektor-
lerden biridir. Bu sebeplerle konut sektoriiniin diger sektorlerden daha fazla biyumesi,
uzun dénemde isglcl piyasasina olumsuz olarak yansima potansiyeli tagsimaktadir.

isglicti piyasasindaki bu dengesizlik olusturacak etmenler genc issizligi iki farkl yolla et-
kilemektedir. Birincisi dengesiz sektdrel gelisme, ikincisi ise istihdam olugsturmayan blyU-
medir. Issizlik ve isglicline katiim oranlarindaki degisme de genc issizligi etkilemektedir.
issizlik oranlarindaki artis hem nominal hem de reel olarak geng issizligin artmasina neden
olmaktadir. Isgiiciine katiim oranlarinda gerileme ise sadece nominal olarak geng issiz-
ligin azalmasina sebep olmaktadir. Ekonomik konjonktirdeki sikinti ortadan kalktiginda
bireylerin is bulma konusundaki inanglarinin tekrardan kazanmalari, geng issizligin ve is-
glcine katilim oraninin artmasi sonucunu doguracaktir. Bu durumda geng issizligin azal-
tilmasi icin yurtdlen politikalarin basarisinin sorgulanmasina sebep olacaktir.

Geng issizlik oranlarinin ylksek olmasinin isglici piyasasindan kaynakli nedenlerinin ba-
sinda dengesiz go¢ hareketleri gelmektedir. Gelisen ulasim olanaklarina tarimda makine-
lesmenin etkisiyle azalan emek talebi de eklenince kirsal kesimde acgiga ¢ikan isgiicl arz
fazlasi go¢ hareketliligini artirmaktadir. Bu durum toplumsal degisim slrecini baslatmis
ve isglicU piyasasinin dengesinin bozulmasina neden olmustur (Yiceol 2011: 34). S6z
konusu etkene 2011 yilinda baslayan ve kisa slirede i¢ savas halini alarak kitlelerin ulusla-
rarasi gocline sebep olan Suriye olaylarinin eklenmesiyle Tirkiye isglict piyasasinda gé¢
faktdrinin etkisi daha derin hissedilmistir.

Tablo 2: Suriyeli Siginmaci Sayilari

YILLAR Siginmaci Sayilari

2011 0
2012 14,234
2013 224,655
2014 1,519,286
2015 2,503,549
2016 2,834,441
2017 2,978,995

Kaynak: Tiirkiye Gég Idaresi Genel Muduirliigii
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Suriye meselesinde Turkiye’nin uyguladigi acik kapi politikasi 2017 yili basinda kayitli olan
yaklasik 3 milyon Suriyeli siginmacinin Turkiye'ye yerlesmesini saglamistir. Bu sayiya ka-
yith olmayan diger Suriyeli siginmacilarin eklenmesi ile durumun ciddiyeti daha iyi anla-
silmaktadir. Suriyeli siginmacilarda temel sikinti, herhangi bir sebeple kendilerine ayriimis
kamplarin diginda kalan ve dogrudan isgiicl piyasasinda emek arz eden siginmacilardan
kaynaklanmaktadir. Tiirkiye Gog Idaresi Genel Mudurligi’nin verilerine gére 2017 il
basinda kayith Suriyeli siginmacilarin yalnizca %9,3’lik kismi kamplarda yasamaktadir.
Kalan Suriyeli siginmacilar Turkiye’nin cgesitli yerlerine gé¢ ederek hayatlarini idame ettir-
mektedir.

Tablo 3: Suriyeli Siginmacilarin Cinsiyet ve Yas Dagilimi

Yas Erkek Kadin Toplam
0-14 574,378 535,399 1,109,777
15-24 386,236 306,522 692,758
25-34 297,323 232,810 530,133
35-44 164,257 143,323 307,580
45-54 94,321 88,434 182,755
55-64 47,879 48,194 96,073
65+ 28,463 31,451 59,914
Toplam 1,592,862 1,386,133 2,978,995

Kaynak: Tiirkiye Gog Idaresi Genel Miidirligii

Ayrica Suriyeli siginmacilarin blytk bélimua 24 yasindan kugik oldugundan geng issiz-
ligin artmasina sebep olmaktadir. Yukaridaki tabloda Turkiye’ye siginan Suriyelilerin cin-
siyet ve yaslara gore dagiimi bulunmaktadir. Toplam siginmacilarin yaklasik %60,5’lik
kismi 24 yasinin altindadir. Suriyeli siginmacilarin blylk bélimunin geng olmasi da geng
issizligin artmasinda 6nemli rol oynamaktadir.

4. Geng issizligin Coziimiine Yonelik Politika Onermeleri

Geng issizligin ¢éziiminde konjonkturel nedenlerden ve yapisal nedenlerden kaynakla-
nan issizlik olmak Uzere iki temel etmen vardir. Konjonktlrel nedenlerden kaynaklanan
geng issizligin ¢6zimdu igin talep yonli, talebi destekleyen politikalarla ¢6ziim Uretilmek-
tedir. Yapisal nedenlerden kaynakli geng issizligin ¢cdéziminde ise arz yanh politikalarin
uygulanmasi gerekmektedir (Cetinkaya 2010: 55). Bu durumlarin konjonktirden kaynak-
Il nedenleri gecici nedenlerken, yapisal nedenler kalici neden olarak kabul edilmektedir.
Konjontlrel dalgalanmalar dis kaynakl sorunlardir. Bu durumda dis talep kisilacagindan
Uretim olumsuz etkilenecektir. Bu etkinin ortadan kaldiriimasi igin azalan dis talebin dev-
let tarafindan uygulanan politikalarla ikame edilmesi gerekmektedir. Yapisal nedenlerden
kaynakli sorunlarin asilmasi icin ise Ureticilerin desteklenmesi ve bos pozisyonlarin olus-
turulmasi gerekmektedir.
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Turkiye’de Universite sayisi ve 6grenci kontenjanlari sirekli artma egilimi gdsterdiginden
geng issizlik oranlari oldugundan daha diisiik seviyede gikmaktadir. Ylksekdgretim egitim
seviyesi arttikca bireysel ve toplumsal gelisme de artmaktadir (Ustiin v.d. 2014: 201). Bu
durumun yaninda okuyan birey issiz olarak degerlendiriimedigi igin geng issizlik oranlari
dustk cikmaktadir.

issizlik en 6nemli sosyo-ekonomik problemlerden biridir. Mevcut ekonomik sikintilar ara-
sinda, diger problemlerden daha dncelikli hale gelmektedir (Ener, Balan ve Kurt 2015: 84).
Problem olarak degerlendirildiginde, sosyal olmasinin yaninda ekonomik etkileri de mev-
cuttur. Bu sebeple ¢6zimu igin sosyal politikalarin yaninda ekonomik politikalar da uygu-
lanmaktadir. Geng issizlikle micadele politikalar kapsaminda Turkiye’de iki gesit politi-
ka uygulanmaktadir. Geng issizlikle miicadele icin sosyal problemlere yonelik uygulanan
politikalar pasif politika olarak adlandirilirken, diger problemlerin ¢6zimu i¢in uygulanan
politikalar aktif politikalar olarak adlandirimaktadir (Bayraktar ve incekara 2013: 27-28).
Aktif ve pasif politikalar yillar ve degisen konjonktir itibari ile degisse de temel olarak su
sekilde siniflandirilabilir.

ISKUR, yuriittigu aktif istihdam politikalarini, Avrupa Birligi’ne uygun olarak stirdiirmek-
tedir. Ozellikle OECD iilkelerinde yiiriitiilen politikalardan yararlanarak politikalarini belir-
lemektedir. OECD Ulkeleri issizlikle micadele programlarini 7 grupta toplanmaktadir (Ay
2012: 331).

* Devletin isci ve igveren eslestirme ve danismanlik hizmetleri verilmesi,

* Mesleki egitim verilmesi,

* Slbvanse edilmis istihdam,

* Genclere yonelik uygulanan istihdam politikalari,

* Engellilere yénelik uygulanan istihdam politikalari,

* lssizlik sigortasi uygulamasi,

e Erken emeklilik uygulamasi
olarak siralanmaktadir.
ilk 5 madde aktif politikalar kategorisinde yer alirken, 6. ve 7. maddeler ise pasif politikalar
kategorisinde yer almaktadir. Pasif politikalarin ortak 6zelligi politika uygulama maliyetinin
ylksek ve kisiyi uzun zaman sonra tembellige alistiran politikalar olmasidir. Aktif istih-
dam politikalari ise egitim destekli oldugundan kalifikasyonu arttirmakta ve uzun dénemli
kalici g6ziimler sunmaktadir. Aktif istihdam politikalari istihdam olanaklarinin olusmasina
yardimci olur, kalicidir, Uretimi tegvik etmektedir. Aktif istihdam politikalarinin hedef kitlesi

daha ¢ok genclere ydneliktir. Bu sebeplerle geng issizlikle miicadelede uygulanabilecek
en et etkili politikalardan olmaktadir.

Avrupa Birligi ve OECD (lkeleri istihdam fonlarinin genellikle emek arz eden isgilerin egi-
timine ve kalifikasyonlarina ayirmaktadir. Bu alana yatinmin baslica amaci, is gtict verim-
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liliginin yiikselmesi ve calisanlarin is pozisyonlarinda kalici hale gelmesidir. is giictinde
verimlilik artigl, is glict talebini azaltacagindan, is giici arz ve talep dengesini bozucu etki
yapabilir (Just 2004: 594). Bu sebeple issizlik oranlarinda yasanan artislar yatinmlarin sosyal
etkilerini giindeme getirir. Bu etkilerden kaginmak igin Tirkiye’nin Avrupa Birligi’nden daha
farkl politika belirlemesi gerekmektedir. Belirlenen genglere ydnelik politikalarin temel hede-
fi verimliligi artiracak politika olmamali aksine isglicl talebini artiracak mahiyette olmalidir.

Turkiye’nin genc¢ nuifusunun dinamik yapisi Birlesmis Milletler Kalkinma Programinin
(UNDP), Uluslararasi Calisma Orgiitii (ILO) ve Diinya Bankasr’nin da giindemine gelmistir.
S8z konusu kuruluglar Turkiye’nin isglici piyasasini ayri ayn arastirmig, arastirma sonug-
larina gore geng istihdami artirmaya yonelik degerlendirmelerini ve tavsiyelerini iceren
raporlar yayinlamislardir. Raporlarin ortak &zellikleri, Turkiye isglici piyasasinin Demog-
rafik Firsat Penceresine sahip oldugu ancak demografik firsat penceresinden yeterince
yararlanamadigi sonucuna ulagilmasidir. Bu raporlarda Turkiye isglict piyasasina yonelik
baz tavsiyelerde bulunmustur (Torun ve Arica 2011: 175). Bu tavsiyelerden bazilarn su
sekildedir;

* Dogrudan genclige yonelik istihdam politikalarin yasalarla gtivence altina alinmasi,

 Geng istihdam politikalarinin Avrupa Birligi istihdam Stratejisi ile uyumlu olmasinin
saglanmasi,

» Kariyer danismanhgi hizmetlerinin yayginlastiriimasi,
e Basarisiz olan genclere ikinci firsatin taninmasi,
« istikrar paketlerinde genclere yonelik istihdam politikalarina ayrintili yer verilmesi

seklinde siralanmaktadir.

Bu tavsiyeleri degerlendiren ISKUR, aktif istihdam politikalarini sekillendirmistir (Ay 2007:
87). ISKUR tarafindan uygulanan aktif istihdam politikalari;

« [stihdam garanti oldugu nitelikli isglicli egitim kurslarinin agilmasi,

* |s kurmak isteyenlere (icretsiz egitim verilmesi,

* Meslek sahibi olanlara yénelik meslek gelistirme kurslarinin agilimasi,

e HukUmlilerin is hayatina girmelerini saglayacak kurslarin agiimasi,

« Issizlik sigortasindan fonlanan, issizlere yénelik cesitli kurslarin olusturulmasi

seklinde siralanmaktadir.
Genel olarak geng issizligin azaltiimasi igin Ulke genelinde egitim reformu, meslek da-
nismanlidi, girisimciligin artirlmasi, genclere ve geng istihdaminin artiriimasina yénelik

vergi muafiyetleri ve devlet stbvansiyonlarinin bir bitin olarak uygulanmasi gerek-
mektedir.
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issizligin yol agtigi psikolojik sikintilar genclerde daha yaygin gériilmektedir. Ozellikle is-
sizlik ile bosanma, bagimlilik olusturan madde tiketimi, suc¢ oranlari ve intihar arasinda
korelasyon oldugu s6z konudur (Kelleci ve Tiirk 2016: 14). S6z konusu psikolojik sorunlar
da ekonomik kalkinmanin 6nline engel teskil etmektedir. Geng issizlige yonelik uygulanan
politikalarda basari saglanmasi, ekonomik kalkinma politikalarinin da basari oranini artti-
racaktir. Bu sebeple geng issizlige yonelik uygulanan politikalarin etkileri basta ekonomik
buyume ve kalkinma olmak UGzere birgok alanda kendini gésterecektir.

issiz kalan her bir birey devletin vergi gelirinin diismesine ve toplam tiiketim miktarinin
azalmasina sebep olmaktadir (Aydin 2017 :4). Her iki yolla da ekonomik biyime agisin-
dan olumsuz etki olusmaktadir. Dolayisiyla geng issizligin azalmasi i¢in uygulanacak vergi
politikalarinda, devletin her ilave geng istihdam (zerinden alacak oldugu vergileri sifirlasa
bile, genc istihdamin artmasiyla toplam talebin artmasi saglanacaktir. Toplam talebin art-
masi da alternatif vergi gelirleri artacagindan, ekonomiyi pozitif etkileyecektir. Bu sebeple
geng issizligin azalmasi icin vergi politikalari da geng istihdami 6zendirecek mahiyette
olmasini gerekmektedir.

5. Sonuc¢

Geng issizlik oranlarinin yikselmesi basta Avrupa Birligi ve OECD Ulkeleri olmak Uzere
gelismis ve gelismekte olan buitin Ulkelerin ortak sorunu haline gelmektedir. Ancak Turki-
ye gibi gelismekte olan ve geng, dinamik nifus yapisina sahip olan Ulkelerde geng issizlik
sorunu daha da énemli sorun haline gelmektedir. Geng issizlik oranlarini diislirmek igin
her Ulke ya da Ulke toplulugu kendine uygun politika ve strateji gelistirmektedir. Ancak
Ulkelerin nifus dinamikleri, ekonomik durumlar ve gen¢ kavramina bakiglar farkli oldu-
dgundan geng issizlikle micadele de ortak politika ve stratejiler gelistirilememektedir.

Turkiye’nin son dénemlerde geng istihdamini azaltan ve geng issizligini arttiran en énemli
faktdr Suriyeli siginmacilarin Ulke isglicl piyasasina kontrolsliz ve ani girisleri olmustur. Bu
kapsamda aligilagelmis issizligi azaltma politikalarindan farkli olarak, go¢ faktériine yéne-
lik politikalarin uygulanmasi issizlik oranlarinin azaltiimasi agisindan éncelik kazanmak-
tadir. Suriyeli siginmacilarin isglici piyasasina kontrolsiiz girme sorunu asildiktan sonra,
isglicu piyasasinda 6zellikle genclere ydnelik emek arzi fazlasi ortadan kalkacak ve geng
issizlik oranlarinda gerileme gorulecektir. Bu sekilde isglicl piyasasinda denge noktasina
yaklagilacaktir.

Geng issizlik oranlarinda kalici azalma igin Ulke igerisinde isglicU piyasasinda dengesizlik
olusturan faktérlerin de ortadan kaldiriimasi gerekmektedir. Bu kapsamda éncelikle geng-
lere yonelik verilen egitim politikalari yeniden diizenlenmelidir. Reel sektor beklentileri ile
egitim sisteminin ciktilarini ayni paydada toplanabilmesi i¢in yuritilen politikalarin basarili
sonug vermesi, genglerin egitimleri sonrasinda ilgili olduklar sektérlerde bos pozisyonlara
yerlesmelerini mumkun kilacaktir.
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Ulke igerisinde isglicli piyasasinda dengesizlik olusturan diger etken ise dengesiz gé¢ ha-
reketleridir. Ozellikle kirsal bélgelerde Uicretsiz aile iscisi olarak calistirilan genglerin egitim
hayatlar aksamaktadir. Bu durum da bireyin ilerleyen dénemlerde issiz kalmasina sebep
olmaktadir (Giinaydin ve Cetin, 2015: 23). Ulke icerisinde uygulanan géc politikalarinin,
istihdam politikalarinin ve egitim politikalarinin birbiri ile uyumlu olmasi geng issizlik ve
genel issizlige yonelik kalici basarinin saglanmasini saglayacaktir.

Egitim sistemi ile isglict politikalarinin uyumu saglandiktan sonra, isglicl piyasasinda en
6nemli engel bos is pozisyonlarinin olusturulmasi gelmektedir. Yeni isletmelerin kurulmasi
ve sektdrel canlanmayi saglayacak politikalar ile bu sikinti da asilabilecektir. Bu politika-
larin basinda ise girisimciligi destekleyen, yeni is kurmayi 6zendiren politika ve stratejiler
gelmektedir. Bu kapsamda iISKUR’un uyguladigi aktif istihdam politikalarinin nitelik ve
niceliginin armasi gerekmektedir.

isglicli piyasasinda kalan son énemli engel ise piyasa katiliklaridir. ise alma ve isten cikar-
ma proseddurlerindeki fazlalik ve maliyetler, isgticti talep edenleri kayit digi istihdam basta
olmak (izere cesitli alternatif alanlara yénlendirmektedir. isci cikarma maliyelerinde azalma
yasanmasi isgucl piyasasina hareketlilik getirecek ve bireylerin istedikleri ise daha kolay
girmelerini saglayacaktir.

Ulke genelinin sikintilarinin analiz edilip uygun politikalarin gelistirilmesi isglicii piyasasin-
da beklenen etkinin gérilmesini hizlandirilacaktir. Bu sebeple aktif isglict politikalarinin
daha kapsamli ve blyilk 6lgcekle uygulanmasinin énemi artmaktadir. Diger politikalarla
uyumlu gelistirilen isgtict politikalari ve Suriyeli siginmacilarin isglict piyasasindaki etki-
lerinin de azalmasi ile basta geng issizlik oranlarn ve paralelinde issizlik oranlarinin gerile-
mesi muhtemeldir. Bu kapsamda atilacak her adim geng istihdam olanaklarinin olusturul-
masini saglayarak, geng issizligin gerilemesine katki saglayacaktir.
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Youth Unemployment Problems
and Solutions in Turkey

Ahmet Tayfur Akcan*

Aln this study, primarily, the causes of the young unemployment will be analysed by eval-
uating it in general and in a theoretical framework. Secondly, the general situation of the
young unemployment in Turkey’s labour market will be analysed and lastly the causes of
the young unemployment will be mentioned so as to make political suggestions to de-
crease its level. Since the study will offer political suggestions concerning the decrease
of continuously increasing unemployment, it is foreseen to make a contribution to the
literature.

In the unemployment literature, the approaches concerning the explanation of young
unemployment are mainly divided into three. These are the Neo-classical Approach, the
Keynesian Approach, and the Shumpeterian Approach. Neoclassical Approach suggests
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that young people remain unemployed because of the lack of new job positions.
Keynesian Approach, on the other hand, explains the main reason of unemploy-
ment with the inconsistencies in the employment. Lastly, the Shumpeterian Ap-
proach explains unemployment with the structural changes in the labour market.

The struggle with the young employment has come to the fore in the 5th Five-year
Progress Plan which as valid between the years 1985-1989. According to the anal-
ysis of the context of the plan, the 10% of 15-19 year-old young people are unem-
ployed (Murat and Sahin 2011: 449). Additionally, within the framework of the plan,
it was decided that the priority would be given to the investments which would both
provide an increase in the domestic income and form new job opportunities at the
same time (Bigerli 2004: 276). With the increase of new investment opportunities, it
was aimed to lead to a decrease in especially the young unemployment and then in
the unemployment in general.

There are five reasons of the high percentage of young unemployment in Turkey.
These can be listed as population-based, education-based, labour-market based
(Murat and Sahin 2011: 325), globalization-based and state structure-based (Toprak
ve Demir 2001: 11) problems.

The excess of the population engaged in farming can be given as an example to
the population-based problems. Especially the migration movements triggered by
the rapid increase of the young population in Eastern parts of the country and of
the lack of entrepreneurship lead to an increase in the young unemployment. The
enormity of the population engaged in farming, the division of the agricultural area
during the portion of the inheritance and insufficient agricultural areas are also the
reasons of internal migration and young unemployment.

The fact that the education system cannot achieve a statically competent system
and that it cannot meet the needs of real sector plays an important role in the accel-
eration of the unemployment. In order for this problem to be overcomed, life-long
learning system should be expanded to every period of the educational system and
necessary supports should be sustained.

Another reason of the unemployment is state-based factor in the labour market.
The policies applied concerning employment and unemployment do not aim at ar-
ranging new empty positions for the young people and this can be shown as an
example to the state-based main reasons. The following reasons lie under state-
based causes:
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1. Political inconsistency

2. Weakness of the coalition governments

. Legislative regulation contradicting with the unemployment policies
. Shortcomings in institutional regulations

. The guarantee period given for the saving deposits lasts long

. The domestic market borrowings

7. Deficient rate policies

8. The finance supplement of the interventionist state policies by the public
banks.

One of the most important reasons lying behind the young unemployment is globali-
zation. With the influences of globalization, there have been changes in the quality
of the requested labour force all over the world. The request for unskilled labour
decreases day by day at the labour market in which the importance of knowledge
raises day by day. This situation leads to new employment positions. Therefore, a
parallelism is necessary between employment and educational policies. (Condur
and Bolikbas 2014: 80). Another impact of globalisation on the young unemploy-
ment is through the growth which does not provide employment. The main reasons
of this situation are the results of the fact that manufacturing industries cannot
sufficiently develop, the finance sector has become the main determinative sector
in the economy and the increase of the weight of residential investments in the
economy (Mutevellioglu et al. 2010: 210).

These factors which would lead to an imbalance in the labour market affect young
unemployment in two different ways. First one is the imbalanced sectorial devel-
opment and the second is growth without employment. Unemployment and the
changes in the employment participation rates also affect the young unemploy-
ment. The increase in the unemployment rates leads to the increase of the young
unemployment both nominally and in real terms. The regression in the labour force
participation rates, on the other hand, only nominally leads to a decrease in the
young unemployment. The disappearance of the problem in the economic con-
jecture will lead to the regaining of the belief in the possibility of finding a job for
individuals and an increase in the labour force participation rate. This situation will
lead to an interrogation of the success of the policies executed for reducing young
unemployment.
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Among the labour market-based causes of the high percentage of unemployment
rates, the unbalanced migration moves come in the first order. The need for labour
force supply which occurs as a result of the developing transportation opportu-
nities and a decrease in the demand for labour in relation to the mechanisation in
agriculture increases the migration mobility (Yliceol 2011: 34).

In the Syria context the open-door policy of Turkey has resulted in the registered
settlement of 3 million Syrian refugees in Turkey. If the number of unregistered Syr-
ian refugees to this overall number, the severity of the situation can better be un-
derstood. The main problem about the Syrian refugees is due to the ones who do
not settle in the camps and directly offer their labour force to the market. Accord-
ing to the data taken from Turkish Immigration Authority Head Office, only 9.3% of
registered Syrians live in the camps at the beginning of 2017. The remaining part
have migrated to various parts of Turkey and sustain their lives there.

In the solution of the young unemployment problem there are two factors related
to conjectural and structural reasons. For the solution of conjectural reason-based
young unemployment, the solution is formed with demand-side policies. For the
structure-based young unemployment, on the other hand, supply-side policies
are necessary (Cetinkaya 2010: 55). While the conjecture-based causes of these
situations are accepted to be temporary reasons, the structural ones are accepted
to be permanent. Conjectural fluctuations are exterior problems.

Within the scope of fighting against unemployment policies, two policies are is-
sued in Turkey. While the policies directed against social problems are defined as
the passive policies, the policies directed towards the solution of other problems
are defined as active policies (Bayraktar and incekara 2013: 27-28). Although the
active and passive policies change in time, they can be classified as the following:

ISKUR issued its employment policies in accordance with the European Union
and defines its policies especially with the help of OECD countries. OECD coun-
tries classify their fights against unemployment in seven main groups (Ay 2012:
331):

+ The matching-up of the employee and the employer as well as counselling
service should be executed by the state.

+ Giving vocational education
+ Subsidized unemployment

« Employment policies for young people
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+ Employment policies directed for the handicapped
+  Unemployment insurance application

+ Early retirement application

While the first 5 articles can be categorized under the title of active policies, the arti-
cles 6 and 7 can be categorized as passive policies. The common trait of the passive
policies is that the application cost is high and they make the individual get used to
laziness after a while. Active employment policies, on the other hand, suggest long
term solutions by increasing education-supported qualification.

The dynamic structure of Turkey’s young population became a current issue for the
UNDP, ILO and the World Bank. These institutions have made a research on the Turk-
ish labour force market and published reports on the evaluations and suggestions
concerning the increase of young employment. The common point of their reports is
that Turkish labour force market has Demographical Opportunity Framework but that
it cannot sufficiently benefit from it. In these reports advices have been presented
concerning the Turkish labour force market (Torun and Arica 2011: 175). Some of
those advices are as follows:

+ Securing the employment policies directed for young people with the help of
legal legislations.

+ Making sure that young employment policies are in accordance with the Euro-
pean Union Employment strategies.

+ Intensification of career consultancy service
+ Giving a second chance to the unsuccessful youngsters

« Giving place to employment policies in a detailed way in the stabilization pro-
grammes

Taking these advices into consideration, iISKUR has reshaped its employment pro-
grammes (Ay 2007: 87). These active employment policies are:

+ Opening qualified labour force education programmes which guarantee em-
ployment.

+ Giving free education for individuals

+ Opening labour developing courses for employed people
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+ Opening courses which would provide previously convicted persons job op-
portunities

+ Opening various courses for the unemployed people who are funded by unem-
ployment insurance.

To reduce the young unemployment level in general, the education reform, career
counselling, increasing the entrepreneurship, tax immunities and state subventions
should be applied as a whole.

The psychological problems caused by unemployment are more frequently seen in
young people. There’s an apparent correlation between unemployment and divorce,
substance addiction, criminality rates and suicide (Kelleci and Tirk 2016: 14). These
kinds of psychological problems constitute an impediment for the economic devel-
opment.

The most outstanding factor that has decreased young employment and increased
young unemployment in the last period has been the uncontrolled and sudden en-
trance of Syrians into the country’s labour force market. In this context, apart from
the conventional unemployment reducing policies, the application of the policies con-
cerning the migration gains importance. After overcoming the problem of uncontrolled
entrance of the Syrian refugees, labour surplus will be destroyed and there will be a
regression in the young unemployment rates. In this way, an equilibrium point in the
labour force market will be achieved.

For a permanent decrease in the young unemployment proportions, the factors lead-
ing to the imbalance in the domestic labour force market should be eliminated. In this
context, primarily, educational policies concerning young education should be reor-
iented. The overlap of the real sector expectations and educational system outputs
would enable young people to occupy the empty positions in a related sector after
their education.

Another factor leading to an imbalance in the country’s labour force market is unbal-
anced migration mobility. Especially the education of young people living in the rural
region is limited which leads to an unemployment of the individual in the following
years. (GUnaydin and Cetin, 2015: 23). The coherence of the migration policies, em-
ployment policies, and education policies in the country will provide a permanent
success in reducing the young unemployment.

After sustaining a coherence between the education system and the labour force poli-
cies, the problem of the necessity of creating empty employment positions in the mar-
ket should be solved. With the help of forming new businesses and policies directed
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towards sectorial revival, this problem would be surpassed, too. The leading of these
policies are policies and strategies which support and encourage entrepreneurship. In
this direction, the active employment policies issued by iISKUR should be improved in
both quality and quantity.

The last important obstacle in the labour force market is market solidity. The cost and
amount of procedures concerning recruitment and dismissal lead the labour demand-
ers to illegal employment and other alternative solutions. A decrease in the costs of
dismissal will bring mobility into the labour market and will let people to start a job
they would like to be employed in.
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Tarkiye’de blylUk ¢apl siyasi krizlere neden olan mevcut parlamenter sistemin eksik yanlari ile alter-
natifler icinde en uygun oldugu disunulen baskanlik sisteminin uygulanabilirligi uzun siire glindem-
deki yerini korumustur. 1982 Anayasasi déneminde (¢ kez sorunsuzca uygulanan Cumhurbaskanhgi
secim prosedirinin “367 Krizi” ile akamete ugratildigi 2007 yilindan beri yeni bir sistem arayisi
hizlanmistir. Siyasette derin bir ¢catlak olusturan bu krizden sonra, benimsenecek hiikiimet sisteminin
(Amerikan, Yari Bagkanlik veya Turk) tipi daha énemli hale geldi. Degisimi kolaylastirmasi agisindan
15 Temmuz darbe girisimi bir milat olmus, bundan sonra Baskanlik Sistemi tartismalari daha da hiz-
lanarak, Ak Parti ve MHP ortakliginda Tirkiye Blyik Millet Meclisi’nde (TBMM) on sekiz maddelik
anayasa degisikliginin kabul edilmesi sonucu; 16 Nisan 2017 tarihinde gerceklestirilen referandumda
Cumhurbaskanligi Hikimet Sistemi halk tarafindan kabul edilmistir.

Turkiye'de baskanlik sistemi ve uygulanabilirligini ele alan son dénemdeki calismalarda, oldukca
fazla alternatif gindeme geldi. Ancak vatandaslarin ve 6zellikle de Universite 6grencilerinin cumhur-
baskanligi hiikimet sistemi hakkindaki “dustnceleri, sistemden beklentileri ve endiseleri”ni 6lgcen
galismalarin yapilmadigi gortlmustir. Muhtemelen hayatlarinda ilk defa oy kullanacak, kisa bir sire
sonra aktif profesyonel is hayatina katilacak, yeni diizenleme ile secilme yeterligine de sahip olacak
Universite 6grencilerinin, toplumdan ve sistemden oldukga fazla beklentileri bulunan bir toplumsal
kesimin goruslerini 6grenme anlaminda oldukga 6nemlidir. Bu baglamda calismada; Konya’'da 63-
renim gdren Universite 6grencilerinin cumhurbaskanligi hikiimet sistemi konusundaki disinceleri
ve algilari analiz edilmektedir. Calisma, nicel bir alan arastirmasi olup, model olarak kesitsel tarama
(survey) modeline gore tasarlanmigtir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hikimet sistemi, Baskanlk sistemi, Cumhurbagkanhg hikimet sistemi,
Parlamenter sistem, Turkiye.
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Abstract

The applicability of the presidential system, regarded as the best among the alternatives, and the
weaknesses of the parliamentary system existing in Turkey have been at the top of the political and
legal agenda of Turkey for a long period of time. In accordance with the 1982 Constitutional period,
the presidential election procedure was implemented without problems three times. This procedure
was aborted with the 367 Dispute. The search for a new system was intensified since 2007. The
choice with respect to the type of the presidential system, i.e. whether to follow the American ex-
ample, adopt semi-presidential one or design a Turkish style presidential system, became a major
question in the meantime. The failed military coup d’état attempt on July the 15th has been a turning
point to accelerate the discussion within the country. AK Party and MHP proposed an amendment
bill to have a Turkish style presidential system in the constitution scheduled to be voted on the 16th
April 2017.

There has been a vast amount of literature on presidential system and its applicability to Turkey.
However, the perceptions of the public on the presidential system, their expectations, and doubts
of the public have not been examined properly for the analysis to get a clear view on the account of
the public. This has been especially evident among young university students, who would be able to
get the right to stand in the elections at the age of 18 and would vote for the first time in their lives.
In this context, this study intends to measure the perceptions of the university students studying in
Konya about the presidential system. The examination is a quantitative one, applying survey method
in the analysis.

Keywords: Government System, Presidential System, Parliamentary System, Turkish Style
Presidential System, Turkey.

Giris

Kuvvetler ayriligi ilkesi demokratik toplum diizeninin bir geregi olarak, yaygin ve tartisil-
madan kabul edilmekle birlikte, kuvvetler arasi iligkilerin bicimi ile ayrligin derecesi, yani
kuvvetler ayriiginin yumusak veya sert bicimde uygulanmasi farkli hiikimet sistemlerinin
dogmasina yol agmistir. Farkl uygulama 6rnekleri incelendiginde, demokratik sistemler-
de yaygin uygulama olarak hikimet sistemleri “parlamenter sistem, baskanlik sistemi ve
yari-baskanlik sistemi” seklinde isimlendiriimektedirler (Coskun, 2015, s. 15). Parlamenter
sistemi bagkanlik sisteminden ayiran en temel dzellik, yiritme organi ile yasama organi-
nin ic ice gegmis olmasidir. Bagkanlik sisteminde ise yasama, ylritme ve yargi organlari
arasinda mevcut bulunan iglevsel 6zerklik kesin bir gbrev ve yetki ayrimina ve bundan
dogan dengeye dayanmaktadir (Taniyici ve Akgiln, 2008, s. 11; Ergil, 2015, s. 21).

Kuskusuz hiktmet sistemleri, organlar arasi iliskiler bakimindan, genel olarak kuvvetler
birligi ya da ayrihgi prensipleri Gizerinden tanimlanmakla birlikte ayni tir hiikiimet sistemle-
rinde bile tarihsel tecriibe, jeo-politik konum, bdlgesel ve kiresel krizler, ekonomik, kilti-
rel, dinsel ve askeri faktérler bakimlarindan kendilerine 6zgl bigimlerde yonetsel sistem-
lerin olustugu ve gelistigi gérilir. Ornedin Amerikan baskanlik sistemi ortaya cikisindan
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bugline ayni isleyis bicimi ile gelmemistir. Gerek parlamenter sistemin gerekse baskanlik
sisteminin igleyisinde her Ulkenin siyasi kultlrl, parti sistemi, kurumsallasma strecleri
ile ekonomik ve toplumsal yapilarinin oldukga etkili oldugu bilinmektedir (Musil, 2013, s.
205).

Turkiye’de baskanlik sisteminin uygulanabilirligi ve cumhurbagskaninin halk tarafindan se-
cilmesi konusu 6zellikle son otuz yillik donemde hem siyasi kadrolar ve liderler (Yayman,
2016, ss. 281-293; Kuzu, 2016, s. 12) tarafindan hem de bilimsel literatiirde sikga dile
getirilen ve tartisilan bir husustur (Yazici, 2011, ss. 161-162; Alkan, 2013, ss. 329-336;
Gilener, 2016, s. 7). Bagkanlik sisteminin Turkiye’de uygulanmasi gerektigini sdyleyenler
glclu yiritme ve bunun dogurdugu siyasal istikrar ve yoOnetilebilirlik konulari Gizerinde
yogunlasirken (Mis ve Duran, 2017, s. 7), sisteminin “tek adamliga” ve sonugta “otoriter”
bir yénetime yol acabilme ihtimali nedeniyle llkenin “b&linme” ve “ayrisma” ihtimallerine
odaklanan (Bayram, 2016, s. 58) karsi tezler de 6ne sirilmistar.

Ortalama her 10-15 yila bir darbenin dusttiga Tarkiye’nin cumhurbaskani segim tecribesi
degerlendirildiginde, secimlerin tamaminin problemli oldugu gérilmektedir. En son 2007
yilinda yasanan 367 Krizi ile batlin bu sikintili secim strecleri bambagka bir mecraya si-
riklenmis, sonucta anayasada yapilan degisiklikle strec farkl bir yéne dogru evrilmistir.
Anayasa degisikliklerinin referandumla birlikte kabul edilmesiyle, Cumhurbagkaninin artik
halk tarafindan secilmesinin 6ni acilmigtir.

Bdylece 2014 yilinda, parlamenter sistemde yiritmenin sorumsuz kanadini olusturan
cumhurbaskaninin halk tarafindan segilecek olmasi, mevcut sistemin tim aktérlerce
sorgulanmasi sonucunu dogurmustur. Zira cumhurbagkaninin dogrudan halkin oylari ile
secilecek olmasi, devlet yonetimi agisindan ele alindiginda mesruiyetini dogrudan halk
tarafindan alan cift bash bir yapiyl ortaya cikarmistir. Bdyle bir yapinin parlamenter sis-
temle uzaktan, yakindan alakasinin olmadigi gercegi, sistemin daha fazla tartisiimasini
saglamistir. Sonugta, 2014 yili sonrasi icin sistemin adi konulmamis olsa da “baskanlik” ya
da “yari bagkanlik” sisteminin uygulanmaya basladigi siklikla dile getirilmigtir.

15 Temmuz 2016 tarihinde gerceklestiriimek istenen hain darbe kalkismasindan sonra sis-
tem tartismalari daha da 6nem kazanarak; Ak Parti ve Milliyetci Hareket Partisi’'nin ortak
bir girisimi olarak TBMM’de on sekiz maddelik anayasa degisikliginin kabul edilmesi so-
nucu 16 Nisan 2017 tarihinde gerceklestirilen referandumda cumhurbaskanhgr hikiimet
sisteminin oylanmasi s6z konusu olmustur.

Yasanan gelismeler neticesinde Turkiye’de cumhurbagkanh@i hiikimet sisteminin taraf-
tarlari ve karsitlarinca ileri sirlilen argimanlarda daha fazla netlesme gértilmesine ragmen
hala tartismalarin kaygilar ve 6nyargilar Uzerinden yUrtildigi de bir vakiadir (Sobaci ve
Kdseogdlu, 2016, s. 11). Baskanlik sisteminin Tlrkiye’de benimsenmesi gerektigini savu-
nanlarin cogunlukla kullandiklari argimanlar, “siyasi istikrar”, “demokrasinin derinlesmesi

Mo« ”

ve pekismesi”, “yénetimde cift baslilik sorununun asiimasi”, “yiritme organinin hizli ve

o ” o«

etkin karar almasi”, “yénetimde blrokratik vesayetin sonlandiriimasi”, “yasama ve ylritme
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organinin tamamen birbirinden ayrilarak her iki organin gérevlerini daha etkin yapmasi”,
“halkin dogrudan sectigi bir ydritme organi ile halka hesap verilebilirligin daha seffaf ol-
masi” ve “Cumhurbagkaninin Meclis tarafindan secilmesi sireclerinde ortaya ¢ikan krizle-
rin tamamen sonlandiriimas:”dir (Mis ve Duran, 2017, ss. 8-9). Bunun yaninda baskanlik
sistemini elestirenlerin savunduklar argimanlarin ise, “tek adamlik”, “federal yapinin gel-

T}

mesi”, “cumhurbaskaninin yargiyi ele gecirmesi” ve “yetkilerinin arttirimasi” oldugu gorul-

mektedir.

Calismada, Turkiye nifusunun blyUk bir b&limini olusturan geng kesimin 6zellikle de
Universite 6grencilerinin cumhurbagkanhgi hiikiimet sistemi hakkindaki dislince, beklenti
ve endigeleri tespit edilip incelenmektedir. Calismanin amaci Konya’da 6grenim gdren
Universite égrencilerinin cumhurbagkanh@i hikimet sistemi konusundaki distince ve tu-
tumlarinin analiz edilmesidir. Galisma, nicel bir alan arastirmasi olup, model olarak kesitsel
tarama (survey) modeline gbre gerceklestiriimistir. Veri toplama araci olarak tam yapilan-
dinlmis bir anket formu kullaniimistir. Anket calismasi 27-29 Mart 2017 tarihleri arasinda
gerceklestiriimistir. Calismanin evreni Konya’da 8grenim géren Universite 6grencileridir.

Calismanin Yontemi

Literatirde baskanlik sistemi ve Tlrkiye’de uygulanabilirligi ile ilgili olduk¢a fazla calis-
manin yapildigi, ancak kisa bir slire sonra ¢alisma hayatina atilacak; buyuk olasilikla ha-
yatlarinda ilk kez bir segcimde oy kullanacak Universite égrencilerinin cumhurbaskanhgi
hiikiimet sistemi konusundaki algilarini élgen bir calismanin yapilmadigi gortimastar. NG-
fusun blylk bir bélimindn geng yasta oldugu ve bu nifusun egitimli bélimund olustu-
ran Universite 6grencilerinin referandumda oylanan olan degisiklikler ve cumhurbaskanhgi
hikimet sistemine bakis acilar veya egilimleri, ayrica cumhurbaskanhgi hiikiimet sistemi
konusundaki beklenti ve dlsincelerinin analiz edilmesinin 6nemli oldugu disinilmek-
tedir. Bu baglamda calismanin amaci Konya’da égrenim géren Universite 6grencilerinin
hem anayasa degisikligi hem de cumhurbaskanhgr hilkimet sistemi konusundaki algi ve
tutumlarinin analiz edilmesi olarak belirlenmisgtir.

Calisma, nicel bir alan arastirmasi olup, model olarak kesitsel tarama (survey) modeli-
ne gore gerceklestirilmistir. Veri toplama araci olarak tam yapilandiriimis bir anket formu
kullanilmistir. Anket formu kirk dért adet kapall uglu sorudan olusturulmustur. Arastirma-
ya gerekli verileri saglayacak olan anket formu iki ana bélimden olusturulmustur. Birinci
bolimde katiimcilarin sosyo-demografik 6zelliklerini belirlemeye ydnelik sorulara; ikinci
bélumde ise katimcilarin kendilerini siyasal olarak konumlandirma bigimlerini ve cumhur-
baskanligi hikiimet sistemi ile ilgili algi duizeylerini dlgmeye yonelik besli Likert dlgegine
gore olusturulmus sorulara yer verilmistir.

Anket calismasinda yer alan sorular Siyaset, Ekonomi ve Toplum Arastirmalari Vak-
fi (SETA) tarafindan yayinlanan “Turkiye’de Baskanlik Sistemi Tartismalan: Algilar, Argu-
manlar ve Tezler” baglikli raporda gecen “Baskanlik Sistemi Taraftarlarinin ve Karsitlarinin

/S—Q Onder Kutlu ® Erhan Orselli ® Selguk Kahraman



Universite Ogrencilerinin Cumhurbaskanlii Hiikiimet Sistemi Algisi: Konya Omegi

En Cok Kullandiklar Kalip ifadeler"den (Bayram; 2016) esinlenilerek hazirlanmisti. An-
ket formunun basinda, arastirmanin kim tarafindan ve hangi amagcla yapildigr agiklanmis,
arastirmada elde edilen kisisel verilerin arastirma disinda higbir sekilde kullaniimayacagi
taahhidinde bulunulmustur.

Anket sorularinin yeterli ve cevaplayanlar agisindan anlasilabilir olup olmadigini belirle-
yebilmek ve ayrica anket sorularini galismanin amacina uygun bicimde revize edebilmek
amaciyla, hazirlanan taslak anket sorular uygulama asamasina gecilmeden pilot bir ¢alig-
ma yapilarak test edilmistir. Pilot uygulama, 23-24 Mart 2017 tarihleri arasinda Necmettin
Erbakan Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Y&netimi bélimiinde 2. ve 3. siniflarda 6grenim
gormekte olan 15 dgrenciyle' yiiz ylize gorusllerek gergeklestiriimistir. Bu asamada anke-
ti cevaplayan katilimcilardan anket formunda yer alan sorularin anlasilabilirligi ve kapsami
hakkinda yorum yapmalari istenmistir. Pilot calisma neticesinde katilimcilardan elde edilen
geri bildirimler sayesinde bazi sorular yeniden degerlendirilip, degistiriimistir. Anket formuna
son hali verildikten sonra, saha ¢alismasinin uygulama agsamasina gegilmistir.

Anket calismasi 27-29 Mart 2017 tarihleri arasinda Konya’da Selcuk Universitesi, Nec-
mettin Erbakan Universitesi ve KTO Karatay Universitesi kamplislerinde gerceklestirilmis-
tir. Konya Gida ve Tanim Universitesi’nde &grenci sayisinin azigi nedeniyle bu Universite
orneklem digi birakilmistir.

Calismanin Evreni ve Orneklem Secimi

Konya, yiz otuz binin Gzerinde Universite dgrencisinin érgin 6grenim gordugu, ikisi dev-
let, ikisi vakif olmak Uzere toplam doért Gniversitenin bulundugu, 6grenci agisindan deger-
lendirildiginde, Anadolu’nun ortasinda cazibe merkezi konumunda bir sehir olarak deger-
lendiriimektedir. Kent merkezindeki 6grenci sayisi ve gesitliligi her gecen giin artmaktadir.
Halihazirda sehir merkezinde 110.000 civarinda 6grenci 6grenim gérmektedir.

Konya’daki Universitelere kayit olan 6grencilerin Tirkiye’nin tim sehirlerinden geldikle-
ri, Konyali 8grencilerin oranin ise %30’lar diizeyinde oldugu belirtilebilir. Trkiye’nin tim
bolgelerinden 6grenci aliyor olmasi sehir agisindan ¢ok kulttirltilik, demokrasi ve gesitlilik
anlamina gelmektedir. Bu nedenle Universite 6grencileri ile ilgili yapilacak ¢alismalarin ge-
nis toplumsal kesimleri, belki tlkenin genel atmosferini yansitma ihtimal ve kabiliyetinin
yiksek oldugu dusiinulmektedir. Ancak bununla birlikte Konya’da égrenim géren Univer-
site 6grencilerinin siyasi tercihleri dikkate alindiginda nispeten Tirkiye ortalamasinin alti
ya da UstU ortalamalar da ortaya ¢ikabilecegi géz ardi edilmemelidir.

Konya’da Universitede 6grenim gbren 18 yas ve (zeri Universite 6grencileri bu arastirma-
nin evrenini olusturmaktadir. Arastirmada 6rneklem seciminde “tabakall 6rneklem yénte-
mi” kullaniimistir. Bu baglamda calismada hangi Universite ve fakiltede kacar dgrenciy-

" Alan arastirmasinda anketlerin doldurulmasinda &zveriyle ¢alisan Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yonetimi Bolimu 6grencilerine

ictenlikle tesekkiir ederiz.
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le anket yapilacagi Universitelerin ve fakultelerin/ytksekokullarin 6grenci yogunluklarina
gore tespit edilmistir. Galisma, 390 katimci?' ile yuz yize gorisilerek gerceklestirilmistir.
Universitelere ve fakiiltelere gére sayilarin tespitinden sonra, anketin uygulanacagi 6gren-
ciler basit tesadiifi 8rneklem (random) yéntemiyle secilmistir. Universitelere gére érneklem
dagilimi Tablo1.’de dizenlenmistir.

Tablo 1. Universitelere Gére Orneklem Dagilimi

Universite Toplam Ogrenci Sayisi™ Anket Sayisi
Selguk Universitesi 71.107 250 64,1
Necmettin Erbakan Universitesi 34.624 120 30,8
KTO Karatay Universitesi 3.939 20 5,1
Toplam 109.670 390 100,0

Anket calismasinin uygulama asamasi tamamlandiktan sonra, tutarl cevaplara sahip an-
ket formlarindaki veriler kodlanarak SPSS 16.0 programina yiklenmis ve toplanan veri-
ler SPSS 16.0 paket programindan yararlanilarak degerlendirilmistir. Anket ¢alismasinda
elde edilen bulgularin analiz edilip, yorumlanmasi asamasinda “frekans tablolar, yiizdesel
dagilim ve ortalamalar” tanimlayici istatistiksel dlgtler olarak kullaniimistir. Her soru igin
frekans tablolari olusturulmustur. Katilimcilarin cumhurbaskanhigi hikiimet sistemi ile ilgili
algilannin élciimesi amaciyla hazirlanan likert dlgegi icin, 100 Uzerinden katilim dizeyle-
ri hesaplanmistir. Negatif yargilar igin elde edilen dizeyler, pozitif yargilarda hesaplanan
duzeyler ile karsilastirma yapilabilmesi icin 100°den ¢ikartilmis ve ifadeler pozitif yarglya
cevrilmistir. Calismada kullanilan dlgegin givenilirligini arastirmak i¢in benzer sorularda
Cronbach Alfa katsayisi hesaplanmis ve 0,864 olarak tespit edilmistir. Tespit edilen Cron-
bach Alfa degeri anket calismasinda kullanilan dlgegin yliksek derecede glvenilir oldugu-
nu géstermektedir.

Calismanin Bulgulan

Calismanin bu boliminde, Konya’da 6grenim goérmekte olan Universite dgrencilerinin
cumhurbaskanhgi hiikiimet sistemi ile anayasa degisikligi hakkindaki algi ve tutumlarinin
analiz edilebilmesi icin gerceklestirilen anket calismasindan elde edilen bulgu ve yorum-
lara yer verilmektedir.

Katiimcilarin Demografik Ozelliklerinin Analizi

Katilimcilarin demografik 6zelliklerini belirleyebilmek igin sorulan ilk soru katiimcilarin cin-
siyetlerine yonelik olmustur.

2 Orneklem sayisi belirlenirken Yazicioglu ve Erdogan’in (2004) hazirlamis oldugu tablodan yararlaniimistir. Calismanin evreni
igin %95 gliven araliginda 384 drneklem belirlenmesi yeterlidir.
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Tablo 2. Katiimcilarin Cinsiyet Dagilimi

Cinsiyet
Erkek 197 50,5
Kadin 193 49,5

Tablo 2. incelendiginde katilimcilarin %50,5’inin “erkek”, %49,5’inin ise “kadin” oldugu
gorilmektedir.

Tablo 3. Katihmcilarin Yas Dagilimi

Yas Sayi %
18

75 19,2
19 117 30,0
20 141 36,1
21 IS 3,8
23 6 1,5
24 3 0,8
25

3 0,8
Toplam 390 100

Katihmcilarin yas 6zellikleri incelendiginde, yogunlugun 19 ile 20 yas arasinda oldugu goé-
rilmektedir.

Tablo 4. Katiimcilarin Devam Ettigi Egitim Programi

Egitim Sayi %
On Lisans 21 5,4
Lisans 359 92,1
Yiksek Lisans 7 1,8
Doktora 3

0,8
Toplam 390 100

Katihmcilarin demografik 6zelliklerine yonelik sorulan bir diger soru 6grenim gdrdikle-
ri Universitede devam ettikleri program tirinG belirlemeye ydnelik olmustur. Elde edilen
bulgulara goére katilimcilarin blyik cogunlugu lisans programlarinda egitim almaktadir.

Katihmcilarin Kendilerini Siyasi Olarak Konumlandirma Bigimleri

Katihmcilarin siyasi profillerini analiz edebilmek icin kendilerine bir dizi soru yéneltilmistir.
ilk olarak katiimcilara, sag ya da sol ideolojik diizlemde kendilerini nereye konumlandir-
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diklar (0’dan uzaklastikca sag gérise yaklasmakta oldugunuzu disinerek rakamlardan
birisini tercih ediniz) sorulmustur.

Tablo 5. Katiimcilarin ideolojik Diizlemdeki (Sol-Sag) Konumlan

9 10 Toplam Ortalamal/ss

3 9 | 9 15|19 | 48 | 30 | 88 | 100 | 35 | 34 390 6,77

% 108(23/23/38/(49 123 | 7,7 |226 256 9,0 8,7 | 100,0 2,18

Not: Olcekte 0 “sol”; 10 “sag” anlamindadir.

Elde edilen bulgulara gére ideolojik dlizlemde katiimcilarin %14,1’i (0-4 arasi/55 katilimci)
sol olarak, %12,3’0 (5/48 katihmci) orta olarak, %73,6’si (6-10 arasi/287 katilimci) sag ola-
rak kendilerini tanimlamaktadir. Bu sonuglara goére katilimcilarin biytk bir cogunlugunun
siyasi anlamda kendilerini “sagda” konumlandirdiklari tespit edilmistir.

Katihmcilarin siyasi yelpazede kendilerini nereye ait gdrduklerini belirleyebilmek icin bu
ybénde bir soru yéneltilmistir. Ayrica birden fazla segenek isaretleyebilecekleri belirtilmistir.

Tablo 6. Katiimcilarin Siyasi Yelpazedeki Dagilimi

G .(.‘:evapl_ar |'(a-tlllm(fllal"
Icindeki % Icindeki %

Milliyetgi / Muhafazakar 174 34,3 44,6
Muhafazakar 108 21,3 27,7
Milliyetci 90 17,8 23,1
Sosyal Demokrat 45 8,9 11,5
Cumhuriyetci / Kemalist 36 71 9,2
Solcu 18 3,6 4,6
Liberal 18 3,6 4,6
Ulusalci 15 3,0 3,8
Cevap yok 3 0,6 0,8
Toplam 507 100,0 -

Not: Katilimcilar birden fazla segcenek isaretleyebilmislerdir.

Elde edilen bulgulara goére, katiimcilarin %44,6’s1 “milliyetgi/muhafazakar”, %27,7’si
“muhafazakar”, %23,1’i “milliyetci”, %11,5’i “sosyal demokrat”, %9,2’si “cumhuriyetci/
Kemalist”, %4,6’s1 “solcu”, %4,6’si “liberal”, %3,8’i “ulusalci” olarak kendilerini tanimla-
maktadir.

Katilimcilarin hangi siyasi partiye kendini yakin hissettigini belirleyebilmek icin “kendinizi
hangi siyasi partiye yakin hissediyorsunuz?” seklinde bir soru ydneltilmigtir.
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Tablo 7. Siyasi Parti Taraftarligi

Cevaplar Sayi %
Ak Parti 219 56,2
CHP 77 19,7
MHP 60 15,4
Higbiri 19 4,9
Diger (HDP, BBP, Saadet) 15 3,8
Toplam 390 100,0

Katilimcilarin %56,2’si Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi, %19,7’si Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi,
%15,4’0 Milliyetgi Hareket Partisi, %4,9’u higbiri, %3,8’i ise diger partilere (HDP, BBP,
Saadet) kendilerini yakin hissettiklerini belirtmislerdir.

Katilimcilarin siyasete ne kadar ilgi duyduklarini belirleyebilmek icin “siyasete ilgi duyma
dizeyiniz nedir?” seklinde bir soru yoneltilmistir. Verilen cevaplar Tablo 8.’de diizenlenmistir.

Tablo 8. Katiimcilarin Siyasete ilgileri

Cevaplar Sayi %
Cok ilgiliyim 87 22,3
ilgiliyim 122 31,3
Ne ilgili ne de degilim 130 33,3
ilgili degilim 48 12,3
Hic ilgili degilim 3 0,8

Ortalama / ss 2,37 0,88

Not: Olgekte ortalama hesaplanirken; “cok ilgiliyim: 1, ilgiliyim: 2, ne ilgili ne de degilim: 3, ilgili dedi-
lim: 4 ve hic ilgili degilim: 5” anlamindadir.

Tablo incelendiginde; katilimcilarin blyuk bir cogunlugu %53,6's1 siyasete ilgi duydugunu;
%13,1’i ise ilgi duymadigini belirtmistir. Elde edilen bulgulara gére katimcilarin gérece
cogunlugu siyasete ilgi duymaktadir.

Tablo 9. Katilmcilarin Secimlerde Oy Kullanma Durumu

Cevaplar

Evet, kullanmistim 264 67,7

Hayir, bu referandumda ilk defa oy kullanacagim 126 32,3
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Katihmcilarin daha énce secimlerde oy kullanip kullanmadiklarini tespit edebilmek icin
kendilerine bu ydnde bir soru ydneltilmistir. Verilen cevaplar incelendiginde katilimcilarin
%67,7’si daha 6nce secimlerde oy kullandigini; %32,3’( ise bu referandumda ilk defa oy
kullanacagini belirtmisgtir.

Katihmcilarin Cumhurbaskanhg Hiikiimet Sistemi Hakkindaki
Farkindaliklan

Katihmcilarin cumhurbaskanhgr hikimet sistemi ile ilgili algi, dislince ve tutumlarini tespit
edebilmek i¢in kendilerine bir dizi soru ydneltilmistir. Bu yénde sorulan ilk soru “Cumhur-
baskanlgi hiikiimet sistemi ile ilgili herhangi bir konferans-panel-séylesiye dinleyici olarak
katildiniz mi?” seklindedir. Verilen cevaplar Tablo 10.’da dizenlenmistir.

Tablo 10. Cumhurbaskanhg Hiikiimet Sistemi ile ilgili Konferans-Séylesi-Panele
Katilma Durumu

Cevaplar Sayi %
Evet, katildim 198 50,8
Hayir, katiimadim 192 49,2
Toplam 390 100

Tablo incelendiginde katilimcilarin %50,8’i cumhurbaskanhgr hikimet sistemi ile ilgili
daha 6nce konferans-panel-sdylesiye dinleyici olarak katildigini belirtmistir.

Katimcilara bu yénde sorulan ikinci soru ise “Cumhurbaskanhigr hitkiimet sistemi ile ana-
yasa degisiklikleri hakkinda herhangi bir parti veya kurum tarafindan hazirlanan tanitim
brostirti-el ilani gibi kitap¢igi incelediniz mi?” seklindedir.

Tablo 11. Cumhurbaskanhg Hiikiimet Sistemi ile Anayasa Degisikligi Hakkinda Ta-
nitim Kitapcigi inceleme Durumu

Cevaplar Sayi %
Evet, inceleme firsatim oldu 339 86,9
Hayir, incelemedim 51 13,1
Toplam 390 100

Verilen cevaplar incelendiginde, katilimcilarin oldukga buyUk bir bdlimu (%86,9) anayasa
degisikligi ile cumhurbaskanligi hiikiimet sistemi hakkinda herhangi bir parti veya bir ku-
rum tarafindan hazirlanan kitapcigi inceledigini belirtmistir.

Katilimcilarin cumhurbaskanhgr hiikimet sistemi ile ilgili ne kadar bilgi sahibi olduklarini
6grenebilmek icin kendilerine “Cumhurbaskanligi hikiimet sistemi hakkinda ne kadar bilgi
sahibisiniz?” seklinde bir soru yoneltilmistir. Verilen cevaplar Tablo 12.’de diizenlenmistir.
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Tablo 12. Cumhurbaskanhg Hiikiimet Sistemi ile ilgili Bilgi Sahibi Olma

Cevaplar Sayi %
Oldukea bilgi sahibiyim 21 54
Bilgi sahibiyim 253 64,9
Ne bilgi sahibiyim ne de degilim 56 14,4
Bilgi sahibi degilim 43 11,0
Hic bilgi sahibi degilim 17 4.4

Ortalama / ss 2,44 0,50

Not: Olgekte ortalama hesaplanirken; “oldukca bilgi sahibiyim: 1, bilgi sahibiyim: 2, ne bilgi sahibiyim
ne de degilim: 3, bilgi sahibi degilim: 4 ve hi¢ bilgi sahibi degilim: 5” anlamindadir.

Tablo 12. incelendiginde katilimcilarin buylk bir cogunlugunun (%70,3) cumhurbagkanlid
hikimet sistemi ile ilgili bilgi sahibi oldugu, bunun yaninda %15,4’tnin ise bilgi sahibi
olmadigini distndikleri tespit edilmistir.

Katilimcilarin anayasa degisikliklerini inceleyip incelemediklerini tespit edebilmek icin
“Referandumda oylanacak anayasa degisiklik maddelerini incelediniz mi?” seklinde bir
soru ydneltilmistir.

Tablo 13. Anayasa Degisiklik Maddelerini inceleme Durumu

Cevaplar Sayi

Evet, inceledim 70,0
Kismen inceledim 105 26,9

Hayir, incelemedim

Katihmcilarin %70,0’i anayasa degisiklik maddelerini inceledigini, %26,9’u kismen incele-
digini, %3,1’i ise incelemedigini belirtmistir.

Tablo 14. Katiimcilarin Anayasa Degisikligi Hakkindaki Algilar

Cevaplar Sayi

Evet, vardi anayasa degisikligini olumlu karsiliyorum 72,3
Hayir, yoktu 63 16,2
Fikrim yok 11,5
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Katihmcilara ayrica anayasa degisikligi konusundaki dislincelerini 6grenebilmek igin “Siz-
ce Turkiye’de yeni bir anayasaya ihtiya¢ var miydi?” seklinde farkl bir soru daha yonel-
tilmistir. Elde edilen bulgular incelendiginde katiimcilarin %72,3’U anayasa degisikliginin
gerekli oldugunu ve olumlu karsiladigini; %16,2’si ise bdyle bir degisikligin gerekli olmadi-

gini dusindugu tespit edilmigtir.

Katilimcilarin zellikle kendi yas gruplariniilgilendiren degisiklik hakkindaki tutumlarini 6g-
renebilmek icin “Milletvekili secilme yasinin 18’e disdrilmesi konusunda ne ddsiniyorsu-

nuz?” seklinde bir soru ydneltilmigtir.

Tablo 15. Milletvekili Secilme Yasinin 18’e Distiriilmesi

Cevaplar Sayi %
Olumlu bir degisiklik 207 53,1
Yerinde bir karar olmadigini diistindlyorum 150 38,5
Fikrim yok 33 8,5
Toplam 390 100

Katilimcilarin %53,1’i milletvekili secilme yasinin 18’e disurilmesinin olumlu bir degisik-
lik oldugunu; bunun yaninda %38,5’i ise yerinde bir karar olmadigini disindigu tespit

edilmigtir®.

Katiimcilarin Cumhurbaskanhgi Hiikiimet Sistemi Algisi ve
Tutumlari

Katilimcilarin cumhurbaskanhgr hiikiimet sistemi ile ilgili algi ve tutumlarini belirleyebilmek
icin “Cumhurbagkanligi Hikiimet Sistemi denildiginde aklinizda asagidakilerden hangisi
cagrismaktadir?” seklinde bir soru yoneltilmistir. Ayrica birden fazla secenek isaretleyebi-
lecekleri belirtiimistir. Verilen cevaplar Tablo 16’da dizenlenmisgtir.

31889'da kurulan ve 171 ilke parlamentosunun lye oldugu Parlamentolar Arasi Birlik (Inter-Parliamentary Union-IPU)’'in
verilerine gore 57 Ulkede 25 yas, 58 llkede 21 yas ve 16 Nisan 2017 Referandumu ile birlikte Tirkiye de dahil 52 tlkede ise
18 yas ulusal meclis tyeligine segilme alt yas sinirn olarak uygulanmaktadir. Segilme yasi 18 olan (lkeler arasinda “Almanya,
Avusturya, Belgika, Gin, Hollanda, ingiltere, Kanada, Norveg, Avustralya, Danimarka, Fransa, ispanya, isvigre, Portekiz ve
Yeni Zelanda” gibi Ulkeler yer almaktadir. Bu érneklerden anlasildigi Gzere Avrupa Ulkelerinde 18 yas yaygin bir segilme yasi
olarak kabul gérmektedir. Bununla birlikte en erken secilme yasi 17 ile Kuzey Kore ve Dogu Timor’da, en yasl secilme yasi
ise 35 ile Angola’da uygulanmaktadir. Ayrica ¢ diinya Ulkesi tavan yas sinir uygulamasi yapmaktadir. Bunlardan Bhutan’da
65, iran ve Somali'de ise 75 Ustii kimseler segimlerde aday olamamaktadir (http://www.bbc.com, 2018).
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Tablo 16. Cumhurbaskanlhigi Hiikiimet Sistemi Denilince...

Cevaplar Katiimcilar

Cevaplar icindeki % icindeki %
Yeni Turkiye 144 20,4 36,9
Guglu yariatme 138 19,6 35,4
istikrar 114 16,2 29,2
Otoriter bir yénetim 90 12,8 23,1
Diktatorlik-Tek Adamlik 63 8,9 16,2
Gugli kuvvetler ayriligi 63 8,9 16,2

Tuarkiye’nin bélinmesi-

kutuplagmasi 36 51 9.2
Demokrasi 24 3,4 6,2
Federal yapinin gelmesi 21 3,0 5,4
istikrarsizlik 12 1,7 3,1
Toplam 705 100,0 -

Not: Katilmcilar birden fazla secenek isaretleyebilmislerdir.

Verilen cevaplar incelendiginde cumhurbaskanlidi hiikimet sistemi deyince katilimcilarin
aklina ilk olarak “Yeni Tiirkiye” fikri gagrismaktadir. ikinci olarak “giiclii yiiriitme”, Giglincl
olarak ise “istikrar” gelmektedir. Daha sonra sirasiyla, “otoriter bir yénetim”, “diktatér-
lik-tek adamlik”, “gacli kuvvetler ayriigi”, “Tarkiye’nin bdlinmesi-kutuplasmasi”, “de-
mokrasi”, “federal yapinin gelmesi” ve “istikrarsizlik” cagristirdigi tespit edilmistir. Elde
edilen bulgulara gore katilimcilarin cumhurbaskanhi@i ile ilgili ilk Gg sirada ifade ettikleri
c¢agnisimlarin olumlu oldugu gériimektedir.

Turkiye parlamenter sistemin isleyis sorunlarinin oldugu pek ¢ok tecriibeye sahiptir. Bu
sorunlar arasinda hikiimetlerin kisa 6murli olmasi ve istikrarsizlik ylritme organinin et-
kinligini ve kamu yénetiminin isleyisini zayrflatabilmektedir (Bilir, 2017, ss. 1-2). Ozellikle
tek basina bir siyasal parti iktidarda degilse ¢cok partili bir hiikimet etme anlayisi siste-
mi kilitleyebilmektedir (Heywood, 2012, s. 401). Bu agidan glcli ydritme ve istikrarin
gencler arasinda 6énemli birer talep olarak 6ne c¢iktigi gérilmektedir. Nitekim baskanlik
sisteminin parlamenter sisteme goére ayirt edici 6zelliklerinin basinda, daha fazla kuvvetler
ayriigina dayanmasi ve daha fazla yonetsel istikrarin saglanmasi gelmektedir (Colak ve
Uzun, 2017,s. 199).

Otoriter yonetim ve tek adamlik algilan ise Tirkiye’de genel olarak politik liderler tGzerin-
den sekillenmektedir. Bununla birlikte karizmatik liderler ne kadar énemli olursa olsun
Turkiye’nin 1970’lerde Demirel, Ecevit, Erbakan ve Turkes gibi gtcli liderlerine karsin ko-
alisyon hukumetlerinin varhigr politik ve ekonomik ilerlemeleri yeterince saglayamamistir.
Bu sebeple liderlik kabiliyetinden 6te gicli bir ylritme organini tasarlamak ve olusturmak
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6nem kazanmaktadir. Bu agidan cumhurbaskanligi hilkiimet sisteminin gucli hikime-
ti ve glclu liderligi bir arada saglayabilecegi savunulmaktadir (Gtingér, 2017,ss. 59-60).
Bu noktada toplumsal algi acisindan tek adamlik ya da otoriterlesme ile gicli yaritme
olgulan birbirlerinin zitti olarak degerlendirilebilir. Nitekim cgesitli saha calismalarinda tek
adamlik ve otoriterlesme kaygilari da dikkat gekmektedir (Akyurek vd., 2013, ss. 2-3).
Kuskusuz yonetsel ve politik yaklagimlardaki farklilik olumlu ya da olumsuz bu tir sdylem-
leri de etkileyebilmektedir.

16 Nisan 2017 dncesinde Anayasanin 101. maddesinde Cumhurbaskani secilen kisinin
kendi partisi ile ilisiginin kesilecegi hikim altina alinmistir. Yeni degisiklikle partili devlet
baskanligi modelinin yolu agilarak bir cumhurbaskani secildikten sonra da herhangi bir
siyasi parti Uyesi olabilir ya da olmaya devam edebilir (Kiiglk, 2017,s. 163). Esasinda Tur-
kiye’nin ve Batili demokratik sistemlerin politik ve yonetsel tarihi dikkate alindiginda baz
Ulkelerde uygulanan ve “tarafsiz” ve “partiler-tisti” olarak tanimlanan devlet baskanlarinin
¢ogu kez ya dogrudan bir siyasal hareket igerisinden geldigi ya da bir ya da daha fazla
siyasal hareketin destegi ile géreve geldikleri gérilmektedir. Bu agidan tam tarafsizlik ve
tam bir a-politik tavir beklenmesi pratikte ¢ok da karsilasilan bir durum degildir.

Diger yandan katiimcilara cumhurbagkanhg@i hiikiimet sistemi ile ilgili bir dizi Gnermeye ne
olctde katildiklan sorulmustur. Katilimcilara verilen bu ifadeler G¢ ana grupta siniflandiril-
mustir. ilk grupta cumhurbaskanhgi hitkiimet sisteminin olumlu yanlar, ikinci grupta cum-
hurbagkanhgi hiikiimet sisteminin olumsuz yanlari ile ilgili Snermeler ve Gg¢lincl grupta ise
referandum sirecinde mecliste bulunan doért siyasal partinin secim calismalar hakkinda
onermelere yer verilmistir. Elde edilen bulgular Tablo 17’de dizenlenmisgtir.

Tablo 17. Katihmcilarin Cumhurbaskanhgi Hiikiimet Sistemi ile ilgili Algilari

Cumhurbaskanligi Hitkiimet Sistemi...

Katiliyorum
Ne katiliyor ne
de katilmiyorum
Katilmiyorum
Cevapsiz
Ortalama/ss

o £
x 2
2
85
=
«©
z_!

Hic katilmiyorum
Katim Diizeyi*

Cumhurbaskanhgi hiikiimet sistemi ile ilgili olumlu yargilar

Cumhurbaskanligi hilkimet sistemi ile Sayr | 153 | 135 | 42 | 27 | 24 | 9 | 2,03 79.21
daha hizl karar alinacak % 39,2346 (108 6,9 | 62 | 2,3 | 1,16 ’
Cumhurbaskanhigi hiikiimet sistemi Sayr | 153 | 135 | 33 36 24 9 | 2,06

ile Parlamenter sistemdeki cift baslilik 78,74
ortadan kalkacak % |392|346| 85| 92|62 |23 119
Cumhurbagkanligi hilkiimet sistemi Sayi | 162 | 108 | 48 | 42 | 18 | 12 | 222 7873
koalisyonlari 6nleyerek istikrar saglar % | 41,5|27,7|123|10,8 | 46 | 31 | 220 ’
Cumhurbaskanhigi hiikimet sistemi ile Sayi | 129 | 144 | 36 | 51 | 27 | 3 | 2,23 7535
guclt ylritme mumkin olacak % 33,1/369| 92 |13,1| 6,9 | 0,8 | 1,23 ?
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Cumhurbaskanhidi hiikiimet sistemi ile Sayr | 123 | 135 | 75 27 30 - 2,24
Turkiye’nin 2023 hedeflerine varmasi o 75,08
daha kolay olacak % | 315|346 (192 | 69 | 7,7 - 1,19
Ulkemizde uygulanan parlamenter Sayt | 84 | 150 | 96 42 18 - 2,38

sistem siyasi istikrar saglamada yetersiz o 72,31
kalmaktadir % | 215|385 (24,6 | 10,8 | 4,6 - 1,07

Mevcut parlamenter sistem Turkiye’'nin Say1 | 87 | 126 | 90 66 21 - 2,50

etkin yonetim ihtiyacina cevap o 69,85
verememektedir % | 22,3132,3|23,1|16,9| 54 | - | 1,16
Cumhurbagkanligi hiikiimet sistemi Say1 | 90 | 108 | 111 | 63 18 - 2,51
ekonominin 6nlinu agarak, ekonomiye o 69,69
katki saglar % | 23,1 |27,7|285|16,2 | 4,6 - 1,14
Cumhurbaskanhigi hiikiimet sistemi Yeni | Sayr | 108 | 108 | 72 | 48 | 45 | 9 | 2,51 69.76
Turkiye’nin ihtiyaclarina cevap verecek % 27,7 | 27,7 | 18,5 | 12,3|11,5| 2,3 | 1,33 ’
Yeni Tiirkiye’nin yolu Cumhurbagkanig | Sayt | 105 | 102 | 84 | 45 | 51 | 3 | 2,57 68.53
hukimet sisteminden geger % 26,9 | 26,2 |21,5|11,5|13,1| 0,8 | 1,34 ?
Cumhurbaskanhgi hiikiimet sistemi Sayt | 90 | 117 | 69 | 66 | 42 | 6 | 2,61 67.66
hesap verebilirligi kolaylastirir % 23,1 |30,0|17,7|16,9|10,8| 1,5 | 1,30 ’
Cumhurbaskanh@i hiikiimet sistemi Sayi | 90 | 78 | 117 | 57 | 42 | 6 | 2,69 66.09
darbeleri nler % | 23,1|20,0|300|146|10,8| 1,5 | 1,27 |

Cumhurbaskanhgi hiikiimet sistemi ile ilgili olumsuz yargilar
Cumbhurbaskanhidi hiikiimet sistemi Say1 | 63 | 135 | 60 96 30 6 | 272 45.47
otoriter bir yénetime neden olur % 16,2 | 34,6 | 15,4 | 246 | 77 | 15 | 1,22 s
Cumhurbaskanlidi hiikiimet sisteminde Say1 | 72 96 54 | 105 | 57 6 | 294
kuvvetler ayriligi yok, baskana cok fazla 0 41,09
yetki veriliyor %o 18,5246 | 13,8 (26,9 | 146 | 1,5 | 1,36
Cumhurbaskanligi hilkimet sistemi tek Say1 | 48 | 78 | 60 | 99 | 99 | 6 | 3,32 33.50
adamliga yol agar % | 12,3 |20,0 | 154|254 |254 |15 | 1,37 |
Cumhurbaskanhdi hiikiimet sistemi rejim | Sayr | 39 81 69 96 | 102 | 3 | 3,36 32.71
degigikligine neden olacak % | 10,0 | 20,8 | 17,7 | 24,6 | 26,2 | 0,8 | 1,33 |
Cumhurbagkanhigi hilkiimet sistemi Say1 | 15 | 66 | 138 | 75 | 84 | 12 | 3,38 32 95
federal sistemi dogurur % 3,8 16,9 | 354 |19,2 | 21,5 | 3,1 1,12 4
Turkiye’nin daha 6dnemli sorunlari varken | Sayr | 69 42 48 | 117 | 111 3 | 341
baskanlik sistemine gecilmesi dogru 31,78
degil % 17,7 1 10,8 | 12,3 (30,0 | 28,5 | 0,8 | 1,45
Referandum siirecinde Siyasal Partiler ile ilgili yargilar

Referandum stirecinde Ak Parti’nin Sayi1 | 132 | 123 | 51 | 42 | 42 | - | 233 73.38
segim galigmalarini bagarili buluyorum % |338]|31,5|13,1/10,8|10,8| - 1,32 ?
Referandum stirecinde MHP’nin secim Say1 | 105 | 102 | 45 | 51 | 81 | 6 | 274 65.16
calismalarini basarili buluyorum % |26,9|262|11,5|13,1|208| 1,5 | 1,30 ’
Referandum siirecinde CHP’nin segim Sayi | 6 27 | 48 | 90 | 216 | 3 | 424 35.04
calismalarini basarili buluyorum % 1,5 6,9 |12,3|23,1|554| 08 | 1,02 ’
Referandum siirecinde HDP’nin segim Sayt | - 3 | 24 | 42 | 318 | 3 | 474 25,12
gallgmalanm ba§ar|l| buluyorum % - 0,8 6,2 | 10,8 81,5| 0,8 | 0,60 ’

Not: Olcekte ortalama hesaplanirken; “kesinlikle katiliyorum: 1, katiliyorum: 2, ne katiliyor ne de ka-
timiyorum: 3, katiimiyorum: 4 ve hic katimiyorum: 5” anlamindadir. Cevap vermeyenler ortalama

hesabina dahil edilmemistir.
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Tablo 17. incelendiginde, cumhurbaskanligi htkiimet sisteminin olumlu yanlarina iligkin
ifadelerden en cok (%79,21) “Cumhurbaskanligi hiikimet sistemi ile daha hizli karar ali-
nacadi” yéniindeki yargiya égrencilerin katildigi gériilmektedir. ikinci olarak katilimcilarin
%78,74’0 “Cumhurbaskanhigi hiikiimet sistemi ile Parlamenter sistemdeki cift baslilik or-
tadan kalkacagi”, cok az bir farkla Gg¢linci sirada ise katiimcilarin %78,73’G “Cumhur-
baskanligi hikiimet sistemi koalisyonlari énleyerek istikrari saglayacagi” yargisina katildig
tespit edilmistir. Olumlu yargilar iginde katilimcilarin en az destekledigi yargi ise (%66,09)
“Cumhurbaskanligi hiukiimet sistemi darbeleri 6nler” yargisidir. Yarglya katiima dizeyi dik-
kate alindiginda katihmcilarin blytk bir cogunlugunun cumhurbaskanhgr hikiimet siste-
minin darbeleri dnleyecegini dislindigu ifade edilebilir.

Cumhurbaskanligi hikimet sistemi ile ilgili algilar cercevesinde kamu yénetimi agisin-
dan daha hizli karar alma ve ¢ift bashhgin ortadan kalkmasi hususlari 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.
Bununla birlikte kamu ydnetiminin isleyisine yénelik olumsuz yargilar arasinda ise “cum-
hurbaskanina verilen yetkilerin coklugu, kuvvetler ayniliginin zayiflamasi ve federal sistem/
rejim degisikligi” seklindeki yargilar 6nem arz etmektedir. Bu noktada kamu y&netiminin
isleyisi agisindan da bu tir algilarin teorik ve pratik acidan irdelenmesi ve analiz edilmesi
gerekmektedir.

Turkiye’de burokrasinin tarafsizhigina yénelik uzun suredir gesitli kaygilar giindeme gel-
mis, farkli tartismalar yapilmistir. Hem vatandaslar hem de siyasal partiler agisindan bi-
rokrasinin nasil davranmasi gerektigine yonelik ¢esitli dneriler ortaya atilmistir. Kuskusuz
Universite 6grencilerinin burokrasinin yeniden sekillenmesine yol agacak bir hiikiimet sis-
temi konusunda pek ¢ok yaklasim bigimi, beklentileri ve kaygilar olusmustur. Bununla
birlikte parlamenter hiikiimet sistemlerinde blrokratlarin tam tarafsizlik prensibi icerisinde
hareket etmeleri dngérilirken, gercekte siyasal iktidarin glict nispetinde kendi tercihle-
rinden ¢ok siyasi tercihlerin politikalarini yasama gegirmekle mesgul olmaktadir. Bu se-
beple mesruiyetini dogrudan halktan alan gigli bir ytritmenin blrokrasinin daha dinamik
calistinimasina yardimci olabilecegi savunulmaktadir. Nitekim bu calismada gugli yurit-
me ve etkin ydnetim &ne ¢ikan temel beklentiler olarak karsimiza ¢ikmistir.

Diger yandan Weberyan birokrasi anlayisinin yénetim-siyaset ayrimini burokrasinin te-
mel prensipleri arasinda gérmesi, siyasetten ayr bir yapilanma yaklasimi elestiriye tabi
tutulmustur (Yilmaz ve Dogan, 2014,s. 251). Bu agidan klasik blrokrasi kurami, 6zellikle
birtakim kriz dénemlerinde kamu ydnetiminin glincel sorunlarina istenilen yanitlari ve-
rememektedir. Kuskusuz bu husus teoriden ¢ok streg icerisinde gelisen bir durumdur.
Diinyadaki uygulamalarda ¢zellikle Ust kademe yoneticileri siyasi egilimlerden kesinlikle
bagimsiz degildir. Weber’in, blrokratlan siyasi tercihleri olmayan ve nesnel hareket eden
kimseler olarak gérmesi esasinda modern toplumlarda burokrasiyi oldugundan daha fazla
glcli gérme yanilsamasidir. Halbuki blrokrasi, bir amag degil bir aragtir. EGer Weber’in
o6ngdrdigu blrokrasi kurami guinimuizde gecerli olarak kabul edilirse demokrasilerdeki
“halk egemenligi” ya da “millet iradesi” kavramlari anlamsizlasabilir (Tortop, isbir, Aykag,
Yayman ve Ozer, 2016,s. 435). Bu sebeple yapisal agidan organik ve dinamik bir 6zellik
taslyan kamu ydnetiminin belirli ddnemlerde yeniden yapilandiriimasi gerekebilmektedir
(Kutlu, 2004, s. 23).
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16 Nisan Referandumu ile Turkiye’de yiritme yetki ve gérevi dogrudan Cumhurbaska-
nI’na verilmis, daha énce gorev siresince yaptidi is ve eylemlerinden sorumsuz kilinan
Cumhurbaskani “sorumlu” bir devlet baskani olarak gorev Ustlenerek, yilritme organi
6zelinde sorumluluk ve yetki karmagasi Amerikan baskanlik sistemindeki gibi ortadan kal-
dinlmistir (Kuzu, 2005, s. 213; Ataay, 2017, s. 78). Bununla birlikte yeni hiikiimet sistemi
ile daha 6nce var olan kolektif yapili Bakanlar Kurulu’na son verilmektedir. Béylece Cum-
hurbaskani, bakanlari atayip gorevlerine son verebilecektir. Bakanlarin siyasi sorumlulugu
ise yasama organi olan TBMM’ye degil, Cumhurbaskani’na karsidir. Ayrica meclis sorus-
turmasi, cumhurbaskani yardimcilari ve bakanlarin gérevleri ile ilgili is ve eylemlerinden
dolay acilabilecegi icin siyasi sorumluluk tasimakta olduklari da g6z ardi edilmemelidir
(Kdguk, 2017,s. 162).

Parlamenter sistem acisindan Tirkiye’de milletvekillerinin TBMM’ye sunduklar yasa tek-
lifleri, hilkimet tarafindan sunulan tasarilardan niceliksel olarak fazla, pratikte yasalasan
teklif sayilari tasarilardan ¢ok daha fazladir (Bulut, 2005, ss. 153-154). Turkiye’de siki parti
disiplinine sahip bir siyasi parti sisteminin oldugu distnuldiginde yiritme ve yasama
organlari arasinda kuvvetler ayriligi ilkesi kati bir bicimde uygulanamamaktadir. Hatta kati
kuvvetler ayriigi ilkesinin baskin oldugu Amerikan sisteminde dahi Kongre’nin ¢ogu za-
man baskin konumuna ragmen ABD Baskanliginin etkisi ile yasalarin hazirlandig belirtil-
mektedir (Heywood, 2012, ss. 403-404). Bu acidan kuvvetler ayriligina iliskin tartigsmalar
pratikte yurtitme gucu ve etkin ydnetim anlayisi Gzerinden sekillenmektedir.

Cumhurbaskanhgr hikimet sisteminin en 6nemli 6zelliklerinden biri olarak tek bash yu-
ritmenin karar almada hiz ve etkinlik anlamina gelecegdi de belirtilen hususlarin basinda
gelmektedir (Bulbdl, 2017,s. 25). Bdylece Universite 6grencilerine ydnelik yapilan bu c¢a-
lismanin bulgulari arasinda 6ne ¢ikan “cift bashligin ortadan kaldiriimasi” beklentisi olduk-
ca 6nemlidir. TUrkiye’nin yakin dénem koalisyon tecrlbeleri ekonomik ve siyasi krizleri,
koalisyon olgusunu ve cumhurbaskani-basbakan arasindaki gerilimleri toplumsal bir algi
olarak karsimiza ¢ikarmaktadir. Hatta yurtitme organi ile burokratik mekanizma arasindaki
sorunlar gugli yUrttme ihtiyacini daha da artirmistir. Bu agidan cumhurbagkanlidi hiiki-
met sisteminin blrokratik oligarsiye karsi etkili ve istikrar saglayici ydnintn de bulundugu
belirtiimelidir (Caliskan ve Onder, 2017, s. 572).

Yeni hikiimet sistemine yonelik algilarin 6l¢ildigu bu calismanin bulgularindan da go6-
raldigu Gzere sisteme yonelik cesitli kaygilar dile getirilmistir. Bunlarin blylkge bir kismi
geleneksel parlamenter yapinin bir aliskanlik olarak srdurilmek istenmesi ya da stati-
konun, birokratik vesayetin korunmasi ¢abasi olusturmaktadir (Bingdl ve Varlik, 2016, ss.
9-10; Kuguk, 2017, s. 169). Nitekim “federal sistem” ve “rejim degisikligi” gibi kaygilara
karsi, Uniter yapinin muhafaza edildigi yeni hikiimet sisteminde Amerikan baskanlik sis-
temi 6rnegindeki gibi bir kisinin hem yasama organinda hem de yuriitmede gorev almasi
uygulamasi ortadan kaldirimistir. Milletvekilleri, Cumhurbaskani yardimcisi ya da bakan
olarak atanirlarsa TBMM uyelikleri sona ermektedir. Bununla birlikte yeni hikimet siste-
minin Amerikan bagkanlik sistemi ile olduk¢a benzesen hususlarindan birisi de tst diizey
birokratlari atama yetkisinin Cumhurbaskaninda olmasidir. Yeni sistemle Cumhurbaskani
Ust kademe kamu yodneticilerini atayabilir ancak atamalar TBMM’nin onayina tabi degildir.
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Aslinda bu yetki halihazirda var olan Ust kademe burokratlarin Misterek ya da Bakanlar
Kurulu Kararnamesi ile atanmasinda da mevcuttur.

Butin bunlarin yaninda, cumhurbaskanhigr hikiimet sisteminin olumsuz yanlarina iligkin
ifadelerden en ¢ok “Cumhurbaskanligi hilkiimet sistemi otoriter bir ydnetime neden olur”
yargisina Universite dgrencilerinin %45,47’sinin katildigi gértlmektedir. “Turkiye’nin daha
onemli sorunlar varken baskanlik sistemine gecilmesi dogru degil” yargisina ise égrenci-
lerin en az diizeyde (%31,78) katildig tespit edilmistir.

Referandum siirecinde mecliste bulunan doért siyasi partiden secim galismasi en basaril
bulunan siyasi kadro Ak Parti olarak gériilmektedir. ikinci sirada Milliyetgi Hareket Partisi
gelmekte ve katilimcilarin %65,16’s1 bu partiyi basarili olarak degerlendirmektedir. Bu-
nun yaninda katihmcilarin buylk bir cogunlugu Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi’ni ve Halklarin
Demokratik Partisi’ni se¢im calismalari agisindan, referandum stirecinde basarisiz olarak
degerlendirdikleri tespit edilmistir.

Sonug¢ ve Degerlendirme

Kokll ve geleneksel bir ydnetim gecmisine sahip olan Tirkiye'de, Cumhuriyetin kurulma-
slyla birlikte kisa sureli de olsa Meclis Hukiimeti modelinden sonra, uzun bir sire parla-
menter sistemin uygulanmasi s6z konusu olmustur. Ancak 2007 yilinda yasanan 367 krizi
ve sonrasinda yapilan referandumda cumhurbagkaninin halk tarafindan segilmesinin éndi-
niin acilmasi sonucuy, ilk defa 2014 yilinda gergeklestirilen cumhurbaskanligi secimleri ile
birlikte cumhurbaskaninin hak tarafindan secilmesi parlamenter sistemden yari baskanlk
sistemine dogru bir kayisin yasanmasina neden olmustur. Bu dogrultuda 2014 yilindan
itibaren inigli ¢cikigli bir seyir izlese de bagkanlik sisteminin veya referandumda kabul edilen
sekliyle cumhurbaskanhgi hilkiimet sisteminin Tirkiye'de uygulanabilirligi veya uygulan-
masi gerekliligi akademik cevrelerde ve kamuoyunda uzun sire tartisilmis ve bu baglam-
da oldukca ilgi goéren konularin basinda yer almistir.

Aslinda bagkanlik veya cumhurbaskanligi hiikiimet sisteminin gindeme gelmesi yeni bir
konu olmamakla birlikte, dzellikle son 30-40 yildir hem siyasiler hem de toplumun farkli
kesimleri tarafindan olumlu ve olumsuz yénleri tartisilan bir konu olmustur. Kendilerini
gucli gbren basbakanlar ve/veya cumhurbaskanlari parlamenter sistemi tartismaya ac-
mis, baskanlik sistemini &nemli bir alternatif olarak kamuoyuna sunmuslardir. Bu dogrul-
tuda baskanlik sisteminin Turkiye’de uygulanabilirliginin ele alinmasi aslinda Cumhuriyetin
kurulmasiyla birlikte cumhurbaskanlarinin secimindeki sorunlar, kisa streli hikimetlerin
varligi, cok ortakl hikiimetlerin kurulmasi ile koalisyon tecriibesi, ekonomik ve siyasi kriz-
ler, istikrarsizliklar Glkemizde uygulanan parlamenter sistemin cogu zaman tikanmasi so-
nucu olmustur.

Ayrica bir Ulkenin hikimet sistemini, Ulkenin kendi tarihsel, politik, ekonomik, toplumsal
ve kulttrel 6zelliklerinden bagimsiz olarak ele almak da mimkin degildir. Bu agidan salt
bir hiikimet sistemi tasavvuru pratikte ve toplumlarin degisim karakteri icerisinde ¢ok da
mimkun gdérinmemektedir. Ancak hizla degisen kiresel sartlar ve gelismeler Ulkelerin
kendi yonetim kabiliyetlerinde reform ¢abalarini da tesvik etmektedir. Bu siregte Turkiye
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6zelinde Universite dgrencilerinin kendi Ulkelerinin ydnetsel geleceklerini tayin edebilecek
gelismeler karsisinda almalari gereken pek ¢ok tavir olacaktir. Bu baglamda c¢alismanin
amaci 16 Nisan 2017 tarihinde halk tarafindan kabul edilen yeni cumhurbaskanhgr hi-
kimet sisteminden genclerin beklentilerinin ve algilarinin ne oldugunun tespit ve analiz
edilmesi olarak belirlenmistir. Bu dogrultuda Universite 6grencilerinin cumhurbaskanligi
hikiimet sistemi algisi, beklentileri ile endiselerinin tespit edildigi bu g¢alisma sonugclari
acisindan ele alindiginda pek ¢ok énemli bulgu ve degerlendirme elde edilmistir*:

Anket calismasinin evreni Konya’da 6grenim géren 18 yas ve Uzeri Universite 6grencile-
rinden olusmustur. Katiimcilarin Turkiye siyasetini ve anayasa degisikligine destek veren
siyasi atmosferi 5nemli dlgiide yansitir nitelikte oldugu belirtilebilir.

Katilimcilarin yarisindan fazlasi cumhurbaskanhgr huikiimet sistemi ile ilgili panel-séyle-
si-konferansa katildigini, oldukg¢a blyUk bir boliminin ise (%86,9) anayasa degisikligi
ve cumhurbaskanh@i hiikiimet sistemi hakkinda herhangi bir parti veya bir kurum tarafin-
dan hazirlanan tanitim kitapgidi inceledigi tespit edilmistir. Ayrica katiimcilarin blytk bir
¢ogunlugunun (%70,3) cumhurbagkanhdi hukiimet sistemi ile ilgili bilgi sahibi oldugu ve
%70’inin anayasa degisiklik maddelerini inceledigi tespit edilmistir. Bu baglamda, érnek-
lem grubumuz olan Universite 6grencilerinin anayasa degisiklikleri ve cumhurbaskanhgi
hikimet sistemi ile ilgili bilgi sahibi ve farkindalik diizeylerinin yliksek oldugu sonucuna
variimistir. Orneklem grubunun Universite égrencilerinin olmasi, bu diizeyde egitim alan
bireylerin siyasete ilgi duymalari ve siyasi tartismalara iligkin bilgi sahibi olmalari bu bag-
lamda son derece dogaldir.

Katihmcilarin %72,3’( anayasa degisikliginin gerekli oldugunu ve olumlu karsiladigi; yine
%53,1’i milletvekili secilme yasinin 18’e disurilmesinin olumlu bir degisiklik oldugunu
dustinmektedirler. Aslinda érneklem grubunun secilme yasinin 18’e dusurilmesi konu-
sunda daha fazla destek vermesi gerekirdi. Katilimcilar muhtemelen siyasi goruslerinin
etkisinde kalarak ve genel manada anayasa degisikligine karsi olmakla, 18 yasa da karsi
olmayi ayni bakis acgisiyla degerlendirdikleri gérilmektedir.

Cumhurbaskanhgr hikiimet sistemi denildiginde katiimcilarin aklinda olumlu manada en
cok “Yeni Turkiye”; “gacli ydratme”; “istikrar’in gagnsim yaptigi tespit edilmistir. Buna
karsin olumsuz manada ise en ¢ok “otoriter bir yénetim” ve “diktatériiik-tek adamiik”
kavramlarinin ¢agrisim yaptig gortlmektedir. Elde edilen bulgular degerlendirildiginde
orneklem grubumuz olan Universite 6grencilerinin blylk bir cogunlugu cumhurbaskan-
g1 hikimet sistemini zihinlerinde olumlu olarak canlandirmakta, buna karsin olumsuz
olarak canlandiranlarin da azimsanmayacak 6l¢iide oldugu tespit edilmistir. Olusan algilar
aslinda ulkede var olan ikili yapiyi, kutuplasmayi da 6zetler niteliktedir. Degisiklige olumlu

416 Nisan 2017 tarihinde yapilan Referandumda bu ¢alismanin da odak noktasini ve yas grubu araligi itibariyle Gniversite
genclerinin de igerisinde yer aldigi IPSOS arastirma sirketi ile referandum sonuglarini 09.04.2017°de %51,3 evet tercihi
yoniinde olacagini dogru bir tahmin ve 6lglim ile ortaya koyan Gezici Arastirma Sirketi'nin bulgularina Turkiye’nin genel
profilini cizmesi acisindan kisaca deginmekte fayda vardir. Buna gore Gezici Arastirma Sirketi, 18-27 yas arasi genglerin oy
tercihlerini %39,5 evet, %60,5 hayir seklinde dlgerken, Referandum sonrasi IPSOS arastirmasi ise 18-24 yas grubunda %46
evet, %54 hayir tercihini; 25-34 yas arasi ise %54 evet, %46 hayr tercihini lcmustir.
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bakanlar “istikrarin gelmesi” ve “cift bashligin ortadan kalkmasi” sdylemine, olumsuz ba-
kanlar ise “diktatér” sdylemine yer vermektedirler.

Cumhurbaskanhgi hikiimet sisteminin olumlu yonleri ile ilgili katiimcilarin en ¢ok katildigi
goriis “daha hizli karar alinacadi” yoniindedir. ikinci olarak “parlamenter sistemdeki ¢ift
basliligin ortadan kalkacagi” ve UgUncl olarak da “koalisyonlarin 8nlenerek istikrarin sagla-
nacagi” yénindeki goristir. Bunun yaninda, cumhurbagkanligi hiikiimet sisteminin olum-
suz yanlarina iliskin en ¢ok “Cumhurbaskanligi hlikiimet sistemi otoriter bir yénetime ne-
den olur” ifadesine katildigi gortlmektedir. Referandum sirecinde mecliste bulunan doért
siyasi partiden se¢im galismasi en basarili bulunan parti Ak Parti olarak gérultrken, ikinci
olarak Milliyetci Hareket Partisini katlimcilarin %65,16’si1 basarili olarak degerlendirmek-
tedir. MHP hakkinda ¢ikan yiiksek oranli basarli kampanya ydritme algisinin muhtemel
nedenlerinden biri ise Ak Parti secmeninin bu konudaki destegi olarak degerlendirilebilir.
Bunun yaninda katilimcilarin blyik bir cogunlugu Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi’ni ve Halklarin
Demokratik Partisi’ni secim ¢alismalari agisindan referandum sirecinde basarisiz olarak

degerlendirdikleri tespit edilmistir.

Calismanin sonuglar genel olarak degerlendirildiginde; Tirkiye’de Universite 6grencileri-
nin hikimet sistemi degisikligine yonelik yaklasimlari agisindan énemli hususlarin ortaya
ciktigi belirtilebilir. Bunlardan ilki Gniversite 6grencilerinin Tlrkiye’de yeni hiikiimet siste-
mine yonelik tercihlerini belirlemede hangi araclarin ve nedenlerin rol oynadigidir. Aras-
tirma kapsamindaki 6grencilerin genel olarak yeni hiikimet sistemi degisikligini savunan
siyasal partilere yakin hissettikleri dikkate alindiginda énemli bir gerekge olmakla birlikte
tek gerekce olmadigi gértlmektedir.

ikinci husus ise Universite dgrencilerinin yeni hilkiimet sistemi degisikligine yénelik oy
verme edimlerini de degistirebilecek propaganda araclari ile ne élglde iligki kurduklaridir.
Arastirma bulgularina gére Universite 6égrencilerinin ilgili anayasa degisiklikleri hakkinda
blylk oranda bir tanitim kitapg¢igini inceleme firsati bulduklari, ayrica yarisi kadarinin da
sistem degisikligine yodnelik herhangi bir konferansa ya da panele katildiklar tespit edil-
mistir. Bu baglamda degerlendirildiginde genel olarak hikimet sistemine yonelik tani-
tim araglarina Universite 6grencilerinin énemli oranda ilgi duyduklari gortlmektedir. Bu
nedenle, yeni hikiimet modelinin ne gibi degisiklikler getirdigi, ne gibi sorunlarin ¢ozi-
minde etkili olacaginin veya tam tersi bakis agisiyla ne gibi sorunlar dogurabileceginin
daha kapsamli ve etkili bir sekilde ele alinarak bu tir tanitim faaliyetlerin yayginlastiriimasi
onimuzdeki glinlerde siyasi partilerin, kamu kurum ve kuruluslan ile gesitli sivil toplum
kuruluslarinin yapmasi gereken ddevler arasinda oldugu belirtilebilir.

Ozetle; Turkiye’de son vyillan etkileyen hiikiimet sistemi degisikligi konusunun Universite
6grencileri arasinda da ¢ok énemli bulundugu ifade edilmelidir. Toplumun diger kesimle-
rin var olan beklentilere ve kaygilara sahip oldugunu gérdigimiiz geng kesimin siyasete
ilgi duyuyor olmasi, yapilan referandum konusundaki hassasiyetleri bu kesimin bundan
sonraki ddnemde daha da dnemsenmesinin 6nlnU de agacaktir. Bu ilgi muhtemelen 15
Temmuz sonrasi Ulkede olusan pozitif atmosferin ve genclerin toplumsal ve siyasal olay-
lara daha fazla ilgi gésteriyor olmalarinin bir sonucudur.

/7—n Onder Kutlu ® Erhan Orselli ® Selguk Kahraman



V4 C& ~

f .%. \ Copyright © 2018 Republic of Turkey Ministry of Youth and Sports ISSN 2147-8473

& KKKKKKKKKK y http://genclikarastirmalari.gsb.gov.tr/ Received | 25 February 2018

““Kmm‘g‘;;i// Journal of Youth Researches « April 2018 « 6(14) « 75-83 Accepted | 25 March 2018
Sp <~

ANALYSIS / RESEARCH

Perceptions of the University
Students on The Presidential
System: The Case of Konya

Onder Kutlu*
Erhan Orselli**
Selcuk Kahraman***

Introduction

Turkey has a parliamentary system whose deficiencies are proved by a myriad of expe-
riences. Of these problems, the short-lived governments and instability can weaken the
capability of the executive branch and the functions of public administration. Particularly,
if a single party rule cannot be established, a government system based on coalitions
can stalemate the system. In this respect, a powerful executive authority and stability are
highly demanded. Moreover, the distinguishing features of the presidential system com-
pared to the parliamentary system are of the adoption of checks and balances along with
more secured managerial stability.
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The perception of authoritarian and a single-man rule are shaped by the political party
leaders in Turkey. On the other hand, the powerful leaders such as Demirel, Ecevit,
Erbakan, and Turkes proved ineffective in economic and political terms during the
coalition period of 1970s irrespective of their powerful leadership. In this regard, it is
important to design and build a strong executive organ beyond leadership. In addition
to this, it is argued that the presidential government system can provide strong gov-
ernment alongside strong leadership.

The election of a president by the people and the applicability of the presidential sys-
tem in Turkey are an issue particularly uttered by both political cadres and leaders and
frequently raised in the scientific literature in the last thirty years. With the adoption
of the referendum in 2007 and the election of the president for the first time in the
parliamentary system in 2014, the current government system has begun to be ques-
tioned by all actors. After the failed coup attempt of 15 July, the system debate has
flamed and led the way for the adoption of a presidential system which was initiated
by AKP and MHP with a constitutional change encompassing eighteen articles that
provisioned the decisive referendum of 16 April 2017.

As a matter of fact, various studies are recently conducted regarding the applicability
of presidential system in Turkey. On the other hand, there is a great need to determine
citizens thoughts on the presidential system, systemic expectations and concerns.
Especially, studies over the thoughts of university students who would participate in
business and possibly vote for the first time in their lives with respect to the presiden-
tial system have not been conducted.

The thoughts of the majority, who will vote for the first time and have the right to be
elected by the new regulation, are important in terms of learning the opinions of a
social group with considerable expectations from the society and from the system.
In this respect, this study aims at analyzing the views of university students in Konya
about presidential government system.

Research Medium and Universe

The study is based on a quantitative field research which was designed on a sec-
tional surveying model. A fully structured questionnaire form is used to gather data
as a means. The survey was conducted between the dates 27 and 29 March 2017.
The questionnaire, which will provide necessary data for research, is composed of
two main sections. The first part consists of the questions about determining the
socio-demographic characteristics of the participants and in the second part, there
are questions to measure participants’ political positioning of themselves and percep-
tions of the presidential government system based on the five-way Likert scale
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Draft questionnaires were produced to determine if the questionnaires were adequate
and understandable and to formulate questionnaires appropriately for the purpose of
academic studies and a pilot study was conducted before the questionnaire was con-
ducted. The pilot application was conducted between the dates of 23 and 24 March
2017 in a face-to-face interview with 15 students in the 2nd and 3rd grade in Necmet-
tin Erbakan University Department of Political Science and Public Administration. Of
those who answered the questionnaire are asked to comment on the understandabili-
ty and scope of the questions. As a result of feedback from the participants in the pilot
study, some questions have been reassessed and changed. After the survey form was
finalized, the field study was launched.

The field study is conducted on the campuses of Selguk University, Necmettin Er-
bakan University and KTO Karatay University in Konya between the dates of 27 and
29 March 2017. Konya Food and Agriculture University is exempted out of sample
universe due to the insufficient number of students.

Konya is an attractive city in the middle of Anatolia if it is taken from a student point of
view that there are a total of four universities, two of which are state-owned and two
of which are private. The number and diversity of students in the metropolitan area
is increasing day by day. It is already stated that there are about 110,000 students in
the metropolitan area.

The university students in Konya at the age of 18 or above are covered within the sam-
ple universe of this study. “Stratified Sampling Method” is used to detect the sample
of this study. In this respect, the selected universities and faculties are determined
due to the student density of the universities and faculties / colleges. The study was
conducted in a face to face interview with 390 participants. After the identification of
the numbers according to universities and faculties, the students to whom the ques-
tionnaire was applied were selected by simple random sampling.

After the survey is conducted, the consistent responses to the questionnaire are cod-
ed and loaded into SPSS 16.0 followed by analyzing the process. The gathered data
in the research are evaluated through SPSS 16.0 software. While the data which is
gathered through the survey is analyzed and interpreted, definitive statistical terms
such as “frequency tables, dispersion by percentage and averages” are used. Fre-
quency tables were created for each question. The Likert Scale which is prepared to
measure the participants’ perceptions of the presidential government system is calcu-
lated out of a hundred. The levels obtained for the negative judgments were subtract-
ed from 100 for a comparison with the levels calculated in the positive judgments, and
the statements transformed into positive judgments. In order to specify the reliability
of the scale used in the study, the Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was calculated and
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found as 0.864. The measured Cronbach Alpha value indicates that the scale used in
the questionnaire study is highly reliable.

When the political profiles of the survey participants are examined, it is seen that most
of them ideologically placed themselves on the right and identified themselves most
as nationalist or conservative . A large majority of the participants also feel close to
the AK Party. It is also important to note that more than half of the participants stated
that they are interested in politics and about a third of them will vote for the first time
in the referendum. In this respect, the participants render the political atmosphere
supporting Turkey’s politics and constitutional changes highly visible.

Research Findings

More than half of the participants state that they participated in a panel-talk-confer-
ence on the presidential government system. A relatively large portion (86.9%) has
examined the booklet prepared by any party or institution about the constitutional
amendment and the presidential government system. It was also determined that a
large majority (70.3%) of the participants had knowledge of the presidential govern-
ment system and that 70% examined constitutional amendments. In this context, it
can be concluded that the university students within our sample group have a high
level of knowledge and awareness about the constitutional amendments and the
planned presidential government system. It is quite natural that the studied universe
is university students, and well-educated individuals should have knowledge of polit-
ical interest and political debate.

72.3% of participants stated that constitutional amendments are required and tak-
en positively. 53.1% of participants also are in favor of the regulation which set the
presidential nomination age as 18. It might have expected that such young universe
could produce more a favorable stance regarding the decrease of nomination age.
The participants were probably influenced by their political views and, in general, tak-
en a similar position towards being against the 18-year-old constitutional amendment.

When asked about the presidential government system, most of the participants posi-
tively connoted the words “New Turkey”, “powerful execution”, and “stability”. On the
contrary, it seems that the most negative connotations are “authoritarian administra-
tion” and “dictatorship-one man”. When the findings are evaluated, a large majority
of the university students who are in our sample group positively reproduce the pres-
idential system of government in their minds, while those who are negative are also
in considerable size. The resulting perceptions are actually dualities existing in the
country, and they also summarize the polarization. Those who are in favor of change
are stated that stability should come and that double standards should end up, while
those who are against set forth dictatorial discourse.
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The participants most interested in the positive aspects of the presidential govern-
ment system agree that “decisions will be taken faster”. Secondly, “the dualism in
the parliamentary system will come to an end” and the third is the view that “stability
will be achieved by preventing coalitions”. In addition, it appears that the idea of
“presidential government system will cause an authoritarian rule” appears to be the
most negative aspect of the presidential system, put forward by the participants. Of
four political parties in the parliamentary elections during the referendum process, the
AK Party was seen as the most successful party, and the second was the Nationalist
Movement Party which was regarded as successful by 65.16% of the participants.

One of the possible reasons for the highly successful campaign perception of the
MHP can be explained by the support of the AK Party voters in this regard. The coa-
lition seems to have formed a positive opinion especially on the AK Party electorate.
If the questionnaire had been applied in the eastern regions of the country, a likely
different result would have emerged. In addition, a large majority of the participants
found that the Republican People’s Party and the People’s Democratic Party were
unsuccessful in the referendum process in terms of election work.

Overall Assessment and Conclusion

In the study, crucial outcomes in terms of university students’ approach to change
in Turkish politics are obtained. The first of them is about the means and reasons af-
fecting university students in Turkey while deciding on a new system of government.
Considering that the students in the study are generally close to the political parties
advocating the change of the new government system, it is important to consider that
there is no single justification for this. The second issue is how much the university
students have related to the propaganda tools that can change the voting behavior
over the new government system. According to research findings, university students
have had the opportunity to review a leaflet about the constitutional amendments,
but only half of them have participated in any conference. In this context, it has been
determined that university students are very interested in promotional tools for the
government system in general.

The responses to questions over determining the perceptions and attitudes of uni-
versity students towards the presidential government system provide important in-
formation. According to this, the most important positive perceptions about the new
presidential government system of students participating in the survey are focused
on strong execution, quick decision making, double elimination and stability. Negative
judgments are largely shaped by concerns of authoritarianism and regime change.
Undoubtedly, at the beginning of the most important questions against all these posi-
tive and negative judgments, the attitude of the participants was that the age of elec-
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tion of deputies in the changes of the new government system should be reduced to
the age of 18. Accordingly, favorable judgments of the government system in general
are viewed lesser compared to most favorable responses by public. However, it is
also worth emphasizing that 53.1% of the participants think positively and support
this change.

The primary task of this study is to measure the expectations of young people and
their perceptions about the new presidential system which was accepted by the pub-
lic in April 16, 2017. Nevertheless, any government system cannot be handled with-
out taking the country’s own historical, political, economic, social and cultural char-
acteristics into account. In this respect, establishing a purely governmental system of
thought is not possible in practice and with respect to characteristics of respective
society. However, the rapidly changing global conditions and developments also en-
courage countries to reform their management capabilities. In the face of develop-
ment that could determine the future of their country, university students particularly
in Turkey should adopt a more and more active attitude.

In conclusion, it must be uttered that university students in Turkey paid very much
attention to the system change which affected the recent years of Turkey. The young
people with an interest in politics seems to have common concerns and expectations
with the rest of the public. This picture will lead the way to further attention paid to
following developments by youth in the future. This interest is probably the result of
the positive atmosphere in the post-15 July era and the fact that young people are
more interested in social and political issues.
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Footnotes
1. Universitelerin toplam égrenci sayisi anket ¢alismasinin gergeklestirildigi 2017 yilini yansitmaktadir.

2. Katihmcilarin cumhurbaskanh@i hikimet sistemi ile ilgili algilarinin élgiimesi amaciyla hazirla-
nan likert 6lgegdi igin, 100 tzerinden memnuniyet/katiim duzeyleri hesaplanmistir. Negatif yargilar
icin elde edilen duzeyler, pozitif yargilarda hesaplanan dizeyler ile karsilastirma yapilabilmesi igin
100’den cikartiimis ve ifadeler pozitif yargiya ¢evrilmistir.
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New Generations, Old Challenges:
Questioning Grassroots
Development in the Horn of Africa

Abdulaziz Dino Gidreta*

Abstract

The Horn of Africa (HOA) is home to one of the youngest population in the world. In Ethiopia, the
youth under the age of 25 constitutes 65% of the total population. And, population size and land
area coverage in the rural HOA makes more than three quarters of each nation’s entire population
and land. In this context, one can assume that common concerns and projections over development
in the HOA would be about a development for the new generation, and in the rural. Provoked by
the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s), to some extent, there have been tangible improve-
ments in lives of the new generation in developing countries. Yet, when it comes to HOA, national
or international development reports have been very often challenged by the emergent but disre-
garded narratives of general life unease, specially to the grassroots community. No matter how we
notice collective opinion convergences concerning substantial progresses in the region, there have
also been inferential divergences when it comes to changes towards the marginalized grassroots
communities. Literally, this article attempts to question the goal of development, by exploring the
context of human development in the region. It attempts to unveil the depth of life unease in three
rural neighborhoods in Ethiopia. Health and sanitation, education, agriculture and environmental
conservation constraints are addressed. The article is informed by series of in-depth interviews and
Focused Group Discussions (FGDs) involving the very rural residents, Development Agents (DA’s),
Health Extension Workers (HEWs) and local administrators. As a result, it is revealed that, develop-
mental challenges in the rural neighborhoods are far worse than what has normally been quantified.
The article urges policy attention and interventions.

Keywords: Horn of Africa, Grassroots Development, Marginalized Communities, New Generation.
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Yeni Kusaklar, Eski Zorluklar: Afrika
Boynuzundaki Kirsal Gelismenin
Sorgulanmasi

Abdulaziz Dino Gidreta*

0z

Afrika Boyunuzu diinyanin en geng nifusa en sahipligi yapan bdolgelerden biridir. Etiyopya’da yirmi
bes yas altindakiler niifusun %65’ini olusturmaktadir. iste bu durumda, bélgedeki sosyal gelisme ile
ilgili ortak endiseler ve &nerilerin gencleri merkez almasi gerekmektedir. iste bu durumda, sosyal
gelisme ile ilgili endiseler ve dneriler bdlgenin nifusu ortaya koymasi mecburundadir. Millennium Kal-
kinma Hedefleri’nin (MDG) tesvik etmesi ile, kalkinmakta olan tlkelerdeki gen¢ kusagin yasamlarinda
bir noktaya kadar géruinebilir gelismeler ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ancak konu Afrika Boynuzu’na geldiginde,
ulusal ve uluslararasi gelisim raporlar bélgedeki siradan insanlara ait ginlik hayatin zorluklarina dair
hikayeleri ile siklikla karsi karsiya gelmektedir. Bolgede var olan deg@isimler hakkinda genel fikir bir-
ligi olmasina ragmen, konu marjinallesmis topluluklardaki degisikliklere gelindiginde ¢ikarimsal fikir
ayriliklari da mevcuttur. Bu makale kirsal Afrika Boynuzu’ndaki toplumsal gelisme seviyesini Etiyop-
ya’daki Ug kirsal bdlgedeki yasam gugcliklerini gdstererek sorgulamayi amaglar. Egitim, saglik, tarm
ve gevrenin korunmasina dair sinirlamalari ele alinmistir. Calisma, kirsal bolge sakinleri, kalkinma
ajanslari, halk sagligi galisanlar ve yerel yoneticileri kapsayan bir dizi derinlemesine mdlakat go-
rismesi ve odak-grup tartismalari yoluyla yiritilmustir. Sonug olarak, bdlgedeki gelisme sikintilar
raporlarda élgiildiginden daha derindir. Makale Afrika Boynuzu’ndaki uzak kirsal topluluklara politik
dikkat ve miidahaleye dikkat cekmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: insani gelisme, Afrika Boynuzu, Marjinallesmis Topluluklar, Geng Kusak

* Dr., Okutman, Ankara Yildinm Beyazit Universitesi, Yabanci Diller Yiksek Okulu, Ankara, abdino10@gmail.com
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Introduction

Home of the Nile Basin, the Great Rift Valley and the Red Sea, the HOA can be considered
as one of the most strategic corners in the world. The region owns one of the youngest
population; 65% of Ethiopia’s population ages below twenty-five (CIA World Factbook,
2012). The HOA is also asserted as the cradle of humankind and provocation of human
civilization, as proved by prevailing historical and cultural indicators like the Lucy. For
Gebrehiwot (2017), Ethiopia remains the undisputed origin of mankind. In addition to its
historical identity as the first adopter of Islam and Christianity outside the Middle East,
Ethiopia has also been identified as a symbol of anti-colonial resistance with a long-last-
ing impact on independence movements across Africa, Central America and beyond (Ge-
brekidan, 2018). The region is also known for medium and long-distance athletics.

On the other hand, HOA has been struggling with a range of challenges; instabilities, dis-
asters and slow development. The region has been subject to various conflicts triggered
inside, either from Ethiopian, Somalian or Eritrean side. In Ethiopia, post 1950’s marked
high level tensions relating to history and identity. The narratives of Greater Ethiopia,
Eritrean independence, the Tigran struggle and the Oromo struggle have been among
the prominent affairs in Ethiopian politics (Sorenson, 1992). The alleged ambitious for a
Greater Somalia, ethnic conflicts, and the issue of Al-Shabab have been prominent mat-
ters of dispute across Somalia. The region is also one of the most frequently famine-hit
regions.

Due mainly to the aforesaid natural and sociopolitical reasons, development in general
and rural development in particular has challenged the region. Indeed, there have been
tangible changes particularly accelerated by the global MDGs; however, development
claims have frequently been criticized for being dominantly economic and commonly
exaggerated by highly administrative and statistical narratives. To the most part, national
development reports are generally characterized by quantitative descriptions, unconvinc-
ing measurements and approximations as typical to positivist account of development
(Servaes, 2007 & 2002; Moemeka, 1994).

In this sense, both the changes in the lives of the people and the way of studying de-
velopment can be questioned. Postmodernists challenge scientific legitimacy of knowl-
edge deduced through positivist approaches (Keat & Urry, 1975; Asgedom, 2007). They
question positivist and modernist views for limiting the scope of scientific truth, and the
process of scientific knowledge production, through random selections, probabilities,
possibilities, and representation, and theory verification. In view of that, the methodolog-
ical view that ‘the majority is true’ has become an old-fashioned interpretation after all.

A positivist account of development, as mostly associated with a modernization para-
digm, disregards the human or social account of development. In this view, the indicator
is a measure of well-being, and development is exclusively based on material wealth. In
developing countries, improvements in welfare such as better health care, education and
housing for the poor have not been tolerably emphasized (Dang & Sui Pheng, 2015: 12).
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Thus, in modernist view, the measures of progress were Gross National Product (GNP),
industrial bases, urbanization and the like; all quantitative criteria (Servaes, 2002: 19-20).
It does not give significance to changes in actual human capacity and sprit. Due to mul-
tifaced challenges in reaching the remote, rural grassroots communities particularly are
victimized by positivist narratives of development.

Concrete ethnographic observations and qualitative reflections about a certain devel-
opment can challenge common quantitative narratives. In other words, interaction and
observation give a way to listen to the people who have often been subject to approxi-
mations and generalizations within national and international development reports. Ac-
cordingly, research attempts should conformingly be informed by interactions with actual
subjects (Silverman, 2004 & Yin, 2003:89), group discussions and reflections (Silverman,
2004:177), researchers’ deliberate exposure to actual vicinities (Creswell 2009; Babbie &
Mouton, 2001). By this, one can better understand the development problems of a given
society not by a single technique, but by a combination of techniques - by triangulation
(Babbie & Mouton, 2001:277).

In this fashion, development complications of the marginalized grassroots communities
should be brought into academic and policy debates. This article intends to unveil the
lives of rural communities mainly from a human development viewpoint. It aims to identify
the prevailing socio-economic challenges, what the people have and lack; to prioritize
challenges; and to propose ideas of intervention. It mainly considers challenges relating
to health and sanitation, education, farming and deforestation. The discussion is estab-
lished the way that national development strategies and reports are briefly introduced
and subsequently criticized against real-life accounts of the people as learned mainly by
personal observations, in-depth interviews, and FGDs.

Method

The methods applied to this study are more of qualitative. Qualitative researches allow
the researcher to purposefully select participants and/or sites that will best inform the
problem and the research questions (Cresswell, 2009: 178). Thus, in selecting a case
site, the researcher attempts to consider familiarity and developmental distinctiveness.
By this, the target case range includes rural villages of Weshamo, Guanguay, Sayba Dob-
ba, Ashufe, Koto, Mehal Damota, Tach Damota, Kotiche, Tikore, Lay Dobba, and Mehal
Dobba from Dobba kebele administration and Qarsamue, Tirkume, Lay wageshe, Tach
Wageshe, Suhiya, Sadika, Sesenar, Tebade, Tinore, Wodesha and Agored from Wodesha
kebele administration. The study was informed by series of in-depth interviews and FGDs
in addition to the personal observations and document reviews. In-depth interviewees
and FGD participants were purposefully selected as much for their knowledge and expe-
rience, age and exposure to certain developmental challenges.

Flexibility, high response rate, check on questions, probes, clarification, confirmation,
prompts, connecting, non-verbal communication and timing of interview are among
the major advantages of in-depth interviews (Miller and Brewer, 2003: 167). Silverman
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(2004:177) states that FGDs provide a way of collecting data relatively quickly from sev-
eral research participants; and free flow of discussion and debate among group members
offer the researcher an excellent opportunity for ‘hearing the language and vernacular
used by respondents (2004:181). Personal observation is an ideal data collection means
specially to describe situations in their natural setting. Creswell (2009:181) states that
qualitative personal observations are those in which the researcher takes field notes on
research sites. Babbie & Mouton (2001:271) also adds, qualitative researchers should
make deliberate attempts to ’put themselves in the shoes of the people they are observ-
ing and studying, and try to understand their actions, decisions, behaviors, practices and
rituals from their perspective’.

Thus, throughout the period of data collection, the researcher had been deliberately wan-
dering across villages, and by foot. While absence of transportation service can be a
reason; however, most importantly, the visits have been part of the researcher’s curiosity
to observe the lives of the people. Accordingly, in addition to visits during interviews,
various activities and facilities were physically noticed. Among others, village homes,
primary schools, health posts and local administrative centers were intensively observed.
Various documents were also reviewed in search of helpful demographic data, including
population breakdown, schooling, administrative structure and prevalent crops. Thus, it
has been the researcher’s curiosity to achieve some credibility by mixing multiple data
collection techniques, triangulation. Triangulation is the best way to elicit various and di-
vergent constructions of reality that exist within the context of a study (Babbie & Mouton,
2001: 277).

What is Development, and Whom is It For

The positivist conception of development has been criticized for not considering range of
concrete changes in the lives of the people. It mainly addressed the qualitative charac-
teristics of development as focused mainly on the GDP. Latter conceptualizations emerge
giving much emphasis to the human and/or social aspect of development. The following
paragraphs attempt to discuss various views and elements of development.

"'Development’, as a concept, has always been variously perceived, valued and described
by individuals from different areas of expertise, experience, intellect and levels of ‘devel-
opment’ itself. For Moemeka (1994:11) development is not only what many view it as a
change in the economic, technological or a mere material aspect. Most importantly, it is
also a change in people’s mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual welfare. A compre-
hensive view of development that Moemeka familiarizes is a change for the better in the
human, cultural, socio-economic, and political conditions of the individual and so of the
society.

It is not solely a matter of technology or of gross national product; more important-
ly, it is a matter of increased knowledge and skills, growth of new consciousness,
expansion of the human mind, the uplifting of the human spirit, and the fusion of
human confidence (Moemeka 1994:11).
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Thus, there is a widely shared understanding of development as an attainment of a rela-
tively comfortable socio-economic, political and cultural state by people in particular, and
the country in general. Distinctively, it is about improvements in the social matters includ-
ing physical and spiritual health, and general and technological literacy including media
consumption; the economic basis beyond basic necessities; political conditions as can
be measured by the level of stability, democracy, and tolerance; cultural productions like
arts and literature; and scientific and technological advancements and the level of con-
sumption of that. in this regard, Servaes points out that these changes become genuine
when individuals and social groups within the system move away from a condition of life
widely perceived as “unsatisfactory” towards a situation or condition of life regarded as
materially and spiritually “better” (2002:77).

There have been a range of views concerning the ingredients of a tangible development.
Torado (1977) in Servaes (2002) underlines, development should be viewed as a mul-
ti-dimensional process involving major changes in social structure, popular attitudes, and
national institutions as well as the acceleration of economic growth, the reduction of
inequality and the eradication of absolute poverty.

Development, in its essence, must represent the entire gamut of change by which
an entire social system, tuned to the diverse basic needs and desires of individuals
and social groups within that system, moves away from a condition of life widely
perceived as “unsatisfactory” towards a situation or condition of life regarded as
materially and spiritually “better” (Torado, 1977: 62).

Servaes (2002:78) adds that development for society means the development of the col-
lective personality of society. In other words, it is a multi-variant quantitative and qual-
itative change, and may not be immediately measurable by cardinal means. This has
announced that the meanings of ‘development’ will no longer be attached only or mainly
to quantitative economic growths. Servaes (2002:78) summarizes the works of several
scholars to come up with seven essential criteria for a meaningful development: basic
needs, endogeny, self-reliance, ecology, sustainability, participative democracy, structur-
al and sustainable changes.

Basic needs imply the realization of human, material and non-material needs. It begins
with the satisfaction of the basic needs of those, dominated and exploited, who constitute
the majority of the world’s inhabitants, and ensures at the same time the humanization of
all human beings by the satisfaction of their needs for expression, creativity, equality, and
conviviality and the ability to understand and master their own destiny. Endogeny stems
from the heart of each society which defines its sovereignty, its values and its future. Be-
cause development is not a linear process, there can be no universal model, and only the
plurality of development patterns can answer to the specificity of each situation. Self-reli-
ance implies that each society relies primarily on its own strength and resources in terms
of its members’ energies and its natural and cultural environment. Self-reliance needs to
be exercised at national and international (collective self-reliance) levels, but it maintains
its full meaning only if rooted at the local level, in the praxis of each community.
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Ecology rationally utilizes resources of the biosphere in full awareness of the potential of
local ecosystems, as well as the global and outer limits imposed on present and future
generations. It implies the impartial access to resources and socially relevant technol-
ogies by all. Sustainability considers the interdependency of these resources in short,
medium and long term in terms of time and in local, national, and transnational in space.
As the true form of democracy, participative democracy is not merely government of the
people and for the people but also, and more fundamentally, “by the people” at all levels of
society. Lastly, structural and sustainable changes are required in social relations, in eco-
nomic activities and in their spatial distributions, as well as in the power structure, to realize
the conditions of self-management and participation in decision making by all those affect-
ed by it, from the rural to urban community to the world (Servaes, 2002:78-79).

Findings & Discussion
Overview of the Target Rural neighborhoods

The target neighborhoods considered for the case study are located in Southern Na-
tions Nationalities and Peoples’ (SNNP) regional state, Guraghe zone, Enemor and Ener
woreda, Ethiopia. They are situated at about 190 km south of Addis Ababa through
Wolkite-Hossana main road. Out of the total distance, only 155km is asphalt-road, while
all the rest following the city of Wolkite is all-whether gravel road that turns very chal-
lenging during the Ethiopian summer months. This road was constructed by the Gurage
Roads Construction Organization (GRCO) before four decades (Nishi, 2008:14).

The target neighborhoods (Kebeles) fall within the hot and temperate climatic zones, lo-
cally known as ‘Kolla’ and ‘Woyna dega’ respectively (Menu & Ahmed, 2006). The average
annual rainfall of the kebeles is about 1200 mm. Maximum precipitation occurs during
June, July and August with a minimum rainfall in December and January. The maximum
temperature is about 30 and the minimum is 4 in degree Celsius. The altitude varies from
1200m to 1700m above sea level. As part of the Southern Ethiopian Plateau, the target
site lies beneath volcanic rocks of Tertiary Age. These volcanic rocks include the early
tertiary age basalt flows of the Ashangi group which underlain the Malgdala group (Menu
& Ahmed, 2006). For most part, both formations seem to be basalts adjacent to the area.
The volcanic rocks are believed to rest on light colored Genesis and Schist probably of
Pre-Cambrian Age.

The neighborhoods have serious shortage in terms of water supply, sanitation and hy-
giene education, health education and related basic facilities. For instance, Sadika Ele-
mentary School had been the only school among the three neighborhoods before other
two primary schools were introduced years back. Although all the three neighborhoods
are identified as exposed to various health hazards, there is no single health center in any
of the three neighborhoods. If there happened to have any, residents have share same
water with the cattle. These neighborhoods have never utilized electricity. For home light-
ing, they use an old-style wick-based kerosene lamps, locally called Kuraz. Regretfully,
this happens at a time even one of the nationally giant electricity power generation sta-
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tions is positioned in few kilometers range and the main electric line passes over these
neighborhoods in its ways to Addis Ababa.

Typical to almost all surrounding districts, these neighborhoods are characterized by pro-
duction of cereals, Enset (commonly referred to as false banana) and cash crops such as
coffee and Chat. Chat, also called as Khat at the overseas, is a common plant native to
HOA and the Arabian Peninsula. It contains the alkaloid cathinone (an amphetamine-like
stimulant) which is said to cause excitement, loss of appetite, and euphoria (Gashaw,
2014). Chat is known to be one of the sources of income for lots of households in the
district. In the neighborhoods, the average monthly individual and household incomes are
estimated to be about 38.99 birr per person/per month and 194.95 birr per household/per
month respectively (Menu & Ahmed, 2006).

Indeed, the urban Gurage community has been known for its wide-ranging contribution
to the rural development, the most famous case being the tremendous contribution of the
GRCO. Nishi (2008:14) explores, over the last four decades, GRCO helped to construct
more than 450 kilometers of all whether gravel roads, in addition to dozens of elemen-
tary and secondary schools. Congruently, there have been continuous assistance from
members of the Gurage community living in cities, mostly in Addis Ababa. However, con-
tributions from the urban Gurage community’s development assistance has never been
comparable to the rural residents’ persistent contributions in form of cash, labor and raw
materials like wood. And, the urban contributions have often been complained for lack
of good management and coordination no matter how contributions have always been
vital to the rural. No matter how the rural Ethiopia has spent tough histories in terms of
development, largely, lack of independent attention from the current government con-
tributed for the delays in the reduction of developmental complications, if not for their
extermination.

Development Challenges of the Grassroots
Schooling Anomalies

The Ethiopian government introduced a new Education and Training Policy in 1994 and
launched the Education Sector Development Program (ESDP) in 1996. Over the past 15
years of the ESDP, the number of primary schools are claimed to increase from 11,780
in 2000 to 25,217 by 2010. The primary school gross enroliment rate is also stated to
increase from 20.3% in 1993 to 51% in 2000; and jumped to 94.2% in 2010. And, the
disparity in enrollment rates between male and female gross enroliment ratio had been
narrowed from 0.75:1 in 1997 to 0.93:1 in 2010 (MoFED, PASDEP, 2006; FDRE, GTP,
2010; & EPA, 2012: 26-27). However, such common reports do not tend to include even
a minimum signal regarding the type and/or quality of school (infrastructures) and the
teaching-learning. Qualitative reflections, mostly based on interactions with communities
and school observations, might go to the extent to disprove the status of ‘a school’ for the
supposed rural primary schools accounted for the most part in the statistics.
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In the context of the target neighborhoods under study, there is a highly sluggish progress
in the education sector contradicting a practical-change expectation as compared to
preceding decades. In recent years, the government has launched primary level schools
in the three neighborhoods. Teachers are assigned (five for Dobba, while Wodesha and
Shumoro have six teachers each), and text books distributed. Most importantly, parents
tend to send children (HOARCMS31, 23/04/11). However, once can simply detect vari-
ous messes related mainly to the distance that most students should walk from and/to
school, and school infrastructure and follow up.

The first crisis appears water scarcity in the schools. In all the three schools, there is no
single water provision. While Wodesha primary school has the potential to collect some
amount from a nearby water reservoir, the other two schools have no any reachable water
source. As aggravated by water scarcity, sanitation has become the forefront challenge.
Unquestionably, primary schools are supposed to be clean and comfortable, mainly be-
cause they are institutions where the ideal ‘new generations’ are emerging from. Regretfully,
these schools do not seem to have a near future hope to protect school children health.

At some corners in the schools, one can notice ‘imaginary latrines’ in the sense that they
are there for a mere presence. After all, they are already poorly built, and the children are
totally un-oriented about latrine handling. As a result, these so-called ‘latrines’ turn ter-
ribly dirty, dangerously smelling, and completely exposed. One can observe the human
waste already subjected to the reproduction of flies. As a result, there is high level of smell
already disrupting the teaching-learning. Even if some students turn courageous enough
to make ‘use’ of the latrines, they are not prevented from any harsh levels of the sun, the
wind, the rain and the sights of others. Simply, these latrines are unexplainable. There is
a risk that these so-called latrines, together with other sanitation problems, will have be-
come a threat to the lives of all the children attending that school, while others not coming
to school could avoid the risk to some extent.

Figure 1: A Rural Pre-school ‘Classroom’.

Source : https//www.facebook.com/GURDA
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School buildings, are not adequate compared to the minimum required in-school ser-
vices. Most of the rooms agglomerate the maximum number of students that floors can
cover. This already threatens the quality of teaching-learning by directly failing classroom
management, the minimum level learning comforts and further health conditions of the
students. Surely, part of the burden lies on teachers as they are required to scream, as
they have to attain some level of silence and control over hundred students in a single
classroom. After all, there is no way the students can achieve the required concentration,
due mainly to the fact that they share a single old bench for five or six. This in turn cata-
lyzes the transfer of various viral and bacterial diseases such as TB and common cold.

Some buildings are on the verge of collapse. Floors and walls are not constructed by
cement, as a result the walls start to get ruined, grounds to get cracked. Of the three
schools, the problems of primary school seem more dangerous, in the absence of any in-
terventions. Classrooms are threatening the physical wellbeing of students (HOARCM14,
23/04/11). They are so disintegrating that students disrupt neighboring rooms through
wider wall-hole (HOARCM31, 23/04/11). The grounds also become sources of dangerous
insects biting the children’s feet and revoking various diseases. In this regard, there have
been attempts by Dobba primary school to apply indigenous mechanisms; covering the
ground with cattle by-products (HOARCMS31, 23/04/11). Nonetheless, this mechanism
could not be a permanent solution as it demands an impossibly continuous labor and
time. The following reflections also highlight the depth of the hardships.

The major complications are absence of, student and staff rest-rooms, any library
and staff residence. And over 50 students sit in narrow classrooms and five stu-
dents sit on a single narrow bench (HOARCMZ21, 26/04/11).

The lack of desks, books, library, residence and classrooms are common to all the
five schools which are under my supervision; | mean Sadika, Dobba, Shumoro,
Bortena (HOARCMZ28, 26/04/11).

Though the schools tended to solve the earlier travel sufferings, still there are kids coming
from remote villages. Regrettably, at the age of six and seven, the students have no op-
tion but to walk an hour or more, indeed threatening their future physical strength. As all
the primary schools run only grades one to four, the children are then obliged to run two
or more hours a day so as to attend 5" grade at Meger Woyra Junior Secondary school.
The students are too young for some of them to cope with daily journeys. And most
seriously, they walk on bare feet already carrying the complete learning material, mainly
books and exercise books (HOARCM4, 26/04/11). And the problems get worth when the
students are instructed to carry construction materials for school development periods
almost every week. HOARCMS3S5 tells, “I am 11 years old sixth grade student. | attend
Meger Woyra school which is forty-five minutes away from here. | do not have shoes. |
always walk by barefoot as my parents failed to afford to buy” (25/04/11). HOARCM 7 also
narrates, “/ am a grade-two student. Every morning we run on bare-foot for one hour to
arrive at Meger Woyra school” (23/04/ 11).
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| always walk barefoot on every dangerous surface. | am frequently tortured by
stones all over my way. Sometimes we carry woods and other building materials.
These challenges have affected our learning achievements. As we lose three to four
hours by walking on daily basis (HOARCMZ30, 24/04/11).

In fact, costs and challenge of the journeys get much worth when students have to decide
to register to Gunchire or Mikke for their secondary education. HOARCM29 (24/04/11),
a student at Mike Senior Secondary School also shares a grievance which he claims
common to all friends.

A trip to Gunchire costs ten to fifteen birr while Mikke costs only three to four birr.
So, we preferred to go to Mike, without considering the quality of education. On a
weekly basis, we need to travel minimum of two hours carrying our food. We usu-
ally leave to school on Sundays, and we come back home on Fridays. Neighboring
the school, we rented a room for which we pay 70 birr per month, while even that
amount of money becoming unaffordable.

Moreover, the primary schools under consideration have no fences and guards to protect
students’ physical security. So commonly, cattle and residents come to damage school
properties such as grass and trees in addition to frequent harms on classroom properties.
“In my observation the prominent problems are absence of any school fence, library and
water service in the school” (HOARCM16, 23/04/11). Highly discouraged by facilities,
most teachers do not leave the school mainly for the sake of the community’. “The single
female teacher that we have in Dobba primary school stays only for she likes the commu-
nity” (HOARCMS31, 23/04/11).

According to residents and institutional officials, the cause of all these problems is lack of
permanent financial support and continuous follow up by the government. HOARCM31
(23/04/11) informs, “The school has no any internal means of capital. All works and ser-
vices are funded by annual contributions from the neighboring community”. And, de-
spite all these difficulties, selected students from Dobba Primary School stood first out
of 73 schools that show up for a district wide question-answer competition (HOARCMS31,
23/04/11). As the closest possible body to the grassroots, the local government has the
responsibility to address severe infrastructural affairs (Odo, 2014). The paradox is that
concerned government bodies expect the community to cover all the required finance
to run the schools even with such a failed standard. The community continues to urge
assistance from any possible source, underlining its incapability.

Impediments to Health and Sanitation

The Ethiopian government claimed to have made impressive developments in health sec-
tor and expects to achieve the MDGs in health care. The government has initiated Health
Post (HPs) projects, commonly called Tena Kella, throughout the rural neighborhoods
as part of the famous Health Extension Program. Health posts are the most peripheral
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health care units for the provision of healthcare to the rural grassroots community in
Ethiopia, while health centers can be taken as common multipurpose clinics. The federal
government reports that the number of health posts and health centers raised to 14,416
and 1,787, respectively, while the number of public hospitals increased to 111. And, over
33,000 HEWSs were trained and deployed in the rural areas (FDRE, GTP, 2010). Moreover,
the UNDP Human Development Index (HDI) has improved to 0.166 in 1991, 0.274 in 2000,
0.313 in 2005, 0.352 in 2009 and 0.363 in 2011 (UNDP, HDR 2011, in EPA, 2012: 26).

The reports claim that the percent of women aged 15-49 who received antenatal services
has increased from 17 to 34 percent during 2000-2011. Infant mortality also declined
from 97 deaths in 2000 to 59 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2011. Similarly, under-five
mortality decreased from 166 deaths in 2000 to 88 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2011
(EPA, 2012:10). However, once again, one can directly object these common quantitative
reports as non-explanatory and non-representative to the actual situation on ground.

In case of the three neighborhoods under study, there are progresses in ‘establishing’ the
aforementioned health posts. Nevertheless, these supposedly village health posts do not
meet even the minimum required number of trained experts, and they are quite far from
minimum follow ups.

The government has provided several medical resources. Nevertheless, the center
room is now almost ruined. There are only two health practitioners for the entire
neighborhoods, and they could not find a suitable home to stay in the nearby. So,
they cannot serve delivery cases unless it is a highest-level emergency case. Most-
ly, what the health practitioners provide for free is only vaccination (HOARCM31).

The health posts seem failed mainly due to lack of practitioners, medical facilities, and
sustainable financing. Only two practitioners are employed in each center with insignif-
icant level of training. Their number is quite far from the total number of population in
the kebeles (in 2011 the population of Dobba kebele was reported to be 4700, females
making 2600 and males 2100). And the posts have supposed to be double-room but they
stand almost with ruined walls and roofs. Although a single metal delivery-bed is availa-
ble inside, apart from condoms and trapping nets (agobers), one cannot find any helpful
medicine including some emergency painkillers. And employed practitioners have no in-
centives when they have to work during evenings and nights, while weekends become
their self-declared working days for no extra payments again. The post’'s compound is
completely far from a fine level unless we consider again the natural favors in term of fresh
air for instance. The rooms are surrounded by long grasses and woods, almost becoming
homes of various insects. Again, the rooms are not protected from outside thefts and at-
tacks, as there is no any person as protector. Due to all these reasons, the claimed health
posts could not even properly deliver prevention and first-aid services that they had been
mainly intended for.
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The people in these neighborhoods have long been threatened by malaria, TB, trachoma
and bilharzias in addition to other water-borne diseases. And due to the geographi-
cal and climatic features of the area, there are widespread cases of malaria throughout
the three neighborhoods. In this regard, Dobba area is the most affected as it stretches
down to the desert connecting the Gibbe river (HOARCM14, 23/04/11). There have been
attempts by the kebele health posts to assist prevention efforts by distributing special
malaria trapping nets, Agobers.

Normally, we attempt to contribute to prevention of malaria. We distribute ‘Agobers’
to those who are at most risk. We do not have medicines, we commonly send
victims to Weyra health centers when they come already infected (HOARCMA45,
25/04/11).

For years, malaria is frequently reported as a major public health problem in Ethiopia. In
2011, about two-thirds of the population was at risk of malaria (Loha & Lindtjorn, 2012:
450). The 2007 national malaria indicator survey shows the prevalence rate of 0.7% and
0.3% for Plasmodium falciparum and Plasmodium vivax malaria, respectively; the domi-
nant vector is Anopheles arabiensis (2012: 450).

The types of malaria widespread in these areas are Falciparum and Vivax, and
these types aggravate suddenly any point of a time. Victims need to go to clinic.
But then as there are no assigned health practitioners for the night, victims have no
choice but already forced to withstand at home (HOARCMZ20, 23/04/11).

This level of medication effort cannot reduce health related complications in these rural
communities. The foremost limitation is that health post workers are too limited (only two
in each kebeles) that they can never reach even a quarter of households in the communi-
ties. As well, they are not able to serve in late evenings and the night. “They give first aids
and sometimes delivery. However, they do not have pays even when they are kind enough
to continue to work till late evenings” (HOARCM16, HOARCM31, 23/04/11).

The community members are not that experienced and determined to come to seek ad-
vice from experts. This worsened their awareness, specially of the prevention of malaria.
And when they come already affected by malaria, the health posts have no resource
capacity to prescribe pills. Therefore, patients must be carried to the distant health center
at Woyra, which has also several limitations with regard to permanent medication and
follow ups.

There is some improvement in the people’s sanitation skills year by year. Many com-
munity members have built latrines. Hundreds of mothers have received trainings.
In this year, about 236 mothers attended a one-week training on environmental and
home-sanitation affairs. Certainly yet, there are frequent cases of malaria, typhus
and diarrhea emergent in the neighborhoods (HOARCMZ31, 23/04/11).
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Due to lack of health and sanitation education, the people are subject to other diseases
such as trachoma, typhoid and typhus. Trachoma, a contagious bacterial infection that
affects eyes and caused by lack of access to latrines and an overall poor sanitation, has
already become the challenging disease to hundreds of residents. The people lack the ini-
tiation to prevent or handle the disease at early stage. By its nature, trachoma is a disease
that needs early intervention (Melese, 2003); or else, it becomes too challenging to cure
as it develops. There are hundreds of victims, failed to cure. The victims who attempted
to eliminate it through operation have been left with visible wound, at a cost of facial pret-
tiness. In Ethiopia, the most common causes of blindness that have been reported are
trachoma, cataract, glaucoma, malnutrition, and infections (Melese, 2003: 677).

Due to lack of proper awareness rural community members also become subject to
Typhoid which commonly develops into Typhus. They do not meet the required daily
amount of food. And if they have that, it is not with quality and variety. And most com-
munity members do not tend to be cautious about washing of hands ahead of meals.
Farmers in particular can be found very inconsiderate about that. And commonly, this
harmful habit transfers to children, entire family and villagers. For most part, the common
water that residents consume is unclean, and the one they drink is unsafe. Even some-
times, children may tend to drink a given cup of water watching some sorts of ‘objects’
with the likelihood to be insects, alive deep inside the cups. Though most of the residents
seem adapted to that regular water, large number of them get infected by water-borne
diseases.

Typhoid is initiated due to dirty water wherein different bacteria and virus duplicate.
And children disease is always there. There are government efforts, but they are
highly limited to immunization. Malnutrition is also widespread especially if agri-
cultural productivity is reduced that year. Employees of health posts fail to provide
comprehensive services because they are limited in number; they cannot move
everywhere physically; the community has not yet developed the average aware-
ness to come to receive consultation services in advance (HOARCMZ20, 23/04/11).

And additionally, there are spread cases of TB, bilharzias, and HIV. Victims of TB
have options to attend Woyra health center and Attat hospital. Bilharzia victims,
however, had no medication and awareness about it. They kept it as something
natural and obliged to adapt the pain. There are seven HIV/AIDS positive individu-
als here in this neighborhood. What we give them is only advices. They have quite
insignificant amount of UNICIEF financial support, provided quite in an extended
interval of time. However, that is quite inadequate, only 50 or 60 birr for two and
three years (HOARCMA45, 25/04/11).

Though there are progresses in mothers’ side, the majority still lack even the minimum
awareness how to handle pregnancy, delivery and child care. Only few, and mainly young
mothers, tend to attend Woyra health center during pregnancy. While many appear re-
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luctant to go, several others complain about the distance and the time they have to walk
for periodic checkups. And during delivery, lots of mothers prefer home delivery, as com-
monly assisted by traditional birth attendants. Unfortunately, home delivery commonly
instigates further health complications to the mothers and the newborn. This is mainly
because these village birth assistants tend to do the business instinctively, and charac-
teristically by contaminated and inappropriate tool.

| have got a child. | had to walk to Woyra clinic for six months during my pregnancy.
During delivery, | preferred to go to Attat where | stayed a month and half until de-
livery (HOARCM12, 24/04/11).

No matter how home delivery can be such dangerous, many families preferred it against
a long distance that they must carry mothers by stick stretchers. In the neighborhoods
under consideration, it is quite common to see young and mature male members carrying
patients by legendary stick stretchers on their shoulders, while reserve groups walk aside
in order to take turns at any moment in need. The stretcher trend turns dangerous espe-
cially when delivery would happen to be suddenly during the mid-night, and the worst
happens when summer season coincides with a night - a summer night. Once mothers
give birth, they do not have the knowledge and capability to toughen themselves and to
protect their newborns. They do not get the required amount and quality of nutrition so
as to adequately feed breast. The majority fail to take the newborns to a vaccination. And
so, the newborns become victims of transmittable diseases and insects. Seemingly, con-
sidering such reluctance, currently, health sectors started house- to —house vaccination
services.

Figure 2: Villagers carry patient to health center by stick stretchers over- shoulder

Source : https://ianbcross.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/img_0819.jpg
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Complaining the lack of budget, the government seems it has left almost all burdens to
members of the community. The community has frequently been urging potential donors,
residents promising to contribute the labor, the raw materials and some sort of financial
contributions.

Sanitation remains, one of the prominent qualifications as a healthy society; healthy so-
ciety being a sum of healthy individuals. It has also been a cause for the majority of
health issues in the rural. While the rural area has been favored by the natural biodiversity,
it has been targeted especially by physical health complications. The residents of the
target area are not different from this. Though there are progresses, it is far from what
could secure their sustainable health. “The people are now well improving sanitation,
feeding, dressing, sheltering; but their pace of awareness and change is not far from slow”
(HOARCM16, 23/04/11).

As far as community sanitation is concerned, although the natural environment is highly
favoring, residents are not doing any significant level of favor to the environment. They
do not collect and burn the junk throughout home compounds and village corners. And in
the absence of appropriate latrines, large number of families in these communities accus-
tomed to pee and defecate at some corner in the garden, little far from home. If not for the
favorable environment, the smell could have always come back to home, which happens
sometimes in form of evaporation, and through insects, flies being the most common
ones. Thus, the failure in the food and feeding, clean water and environmental sanitations
gradually become common threats to the daily health situation of the residents.

Common Challenges of Crop Cultivation

Since agriculture is the main economic activity among the rural grassroots communities,
the most effective tool for the realization of grassroots development has been agricultural
programs (Odo, 2014). The federal government of Ethiopia tends to comprehend that the
development of agricultural sector will provide the basis for rural development. Accord-
ingly, rural development efforts have been planned to give priority to appropriate agricul-
tural development strategies (MoFED, 2003:15). This seems to confirm the idea that ag-
ricultural development is closely linked to social development sectors such as education
and health, as well as infrastructural projects including road construction (MoFED, 2003:
15). Regarding improving Farming Skills, the government’s claimed priority is to improve
the agricultural practices of uneducated farming population and thereby achieve a quick
increase in agricultural production (MoFED, 2003: 18). There is an understanding that a
healthy, industrious and sufficiently educated and trained agricultural labor force might
emerge the foundation for agricultural development strategy (MoFED, 2003:21).

However, as typical grassroots farmers the people of the target kebeles lack the kno-
whow of crop production, harvest, and post-harvest procedures. In fact, there are efforts
by the government in assigning DA’s. But the ones assigned are only one or two in each
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kebeles, similar to the number of health practitioners discussed earlier. And they do not
have central offices to give proper level of consultation services to farmers. They usually
conduct house-to-house consultation and follow-up. But this becomes quite far from the
maximum capability of individual practitioners who cannot manage to visit entire homes
on a daily or even on weekly basis. And their knowledge and expertise are limited to some
aspects of crop or livestock production.

Although the efforts in the past six or seven years brought some changes, they are quite
far from productivity. Farmers in the target neighborhood are relatively good at the timing
of crops, while they lack knowledge of what, where and how to cultivate. They do not
have in-depth knowledge about the compatibility between particular soil types and par-
ticular crops. And even if they manage to guess the right crops for a given soil; they lack
skill of plowing, erosion prevention, fertilization, and shifting cultivation. In other words,
the farmers lack the awareness on latest ideas in terms of crop diversification (various
crops instead of few) and crop intensification (increasing productivity). At this point, an
emerging investor in the vicinity reflects on common weaknesses of the farmers:

The problem is the people do not have any idea about appropriate farm-sites for
particular crops. For me, for instance, not Enset but banana can be effective for
most part of these neighborhoods. And not avocado, but mango is more compat-
ible and productive; this is mainly because avocado needs large amount of water
(HOARCM38, 23/04/11).

Mango is becoming a dominant and productive crop in these neighborhoods while
the people are fond of unproductive crops. Avocado has also become an emerging
and favorable crop here around (FGD, 23/04/11).

HOARCMS38 questions, “The road continues to be a headache. How would you be pro-
ductive when you think beforehand that you will carry three or four quintals of the yield to
Woyra Gebeya” (23/04/11).

The people are using the farming mechanism which has been used for over 100
years. They could not even have transferred into bull-plowing, as most of the bulls
get affected by predominant cattle diseases like the Gendl, trypanosomiasis (FGD,
23/04/11).

And as crops grow, they got destroyed by wild animals such as baboons, monkeys and
porcupines. These animals attack the corn, maize, wheat, Enset and other ground crops.
They appear devastating especially on seasonal crops such as maize and sugarcane.
Some residents reflect that the harms by the wild animals become far serious than even
lack of farming skills and widespread crop diseases.

Baboons too remain our pains. There were efforts even by the government side, but noth-
ing stopped these baboons from destroying all what farmers harvest, painfully all at a time
(HOARCMZ26, 25/04/11).

JOURNAL OF YOUTH RESEARCHES (99\



The most serious problem is the widespread of baboons and monkeys. They even
eat Ensets. Last year, in a matter of a day, they devastated almost all what we had
harvested for months. That time is unforgettable! (HOARCM13, 26/04/11).

Comparable to many rural districts of Ethiopia, in the targets neighborhoods, agriculture
is far the dominant socio-economic activity followed by local trade activities (small scale
household business) in which women play the most of participation. The most perma-
nently cultivated crops include Enset, coffee and Chat. Enset remained the most com-
monly and widely cultivated for food, while coffee and chat are the most helpful cash
crops. And again, at seasonal bases the people cultivate vegetables and root crops such
as peppers, cabbage, carrots, salad, potatoes, taro and yam; the last two, locally known
as Godere and Boye respectively.

And once farmers tend to produce some sort of crop, they do not clearly know productive
ways of storing and selling. They make use of old-fashioned harvesting mechanisms,
and become victims of human theft, animal destruction, decay, and sometimes subject
to devastation by accidental rains like in cases of delayed harvesting. And if they collect,
they tend to sell it at local markets for insignificant price as compared with their labor and
other resources, the raw material and time.

Most seriously, cultivated crops get infected by various diseases. Coffee and chat as
major cash crops are the highly attacked by diseases. In villages across all kebeles, cof-
fee covers wider area next to Enset. Coffee is one of the widely cultivated cash crops in
Ethiopia. As the most exported item in Ethiopia, coffee covers the wider range of area
followed by Enset, in almost all villages of the target vicinity. Aimost every household has
coffee trees in different numbers. One thing that makes coffee more productive crop is
that once ripened the original tree continues to produce fruits for several years. Although
the productivity depends on the type and the variety, almost all need physical care before
and during harvest. As to a study conducted by Jimma University, Dobba kebele has
been known for its coffee productivity among the entire Kebeles. Nevertheless, there is
coffee plant disease by which the stem dries out and the farmers cut it out. And tradition-
ally, the people do not use the same axe to cut healthy coffee trees, fearing transfer of the
disease (FGD, 23/04/11).

The people use the cash money from coffee. Due to various diseases, however, it has not
been as productive as it could be. There are common diseases which the people do not
understand the causes, and thus the preventions. The diseases are not clearly identified
by researchers. Simply sometimes in some years the leaves of the tree shrink, and the
stem dries out latter lacking any amount of coffee bean or making premature beans. As
a previously adapted care, some people make use of fluid medications dropping all over
the leaves of trees as disease prevention mechanism. The appropriate consumption of
this medication might be proper for one of the diseases but cannot be a solution for all
types of diseases that might attack the coffee plants. So, there must be in-depth re-
searches to identify the types of diseases in particular areas.
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There is a coffee disease. Previously, we had been using preventive sort of medi-
cine. But currently, even that is not available at all. So, our coffee beans continuous-
ly drop before maturity (HOARCM14, 23/04/11 & HOARCM?16, 23/04/11).

Being the most widely produced crops, Enset and banana are also affected by different
diseases. “There is also Enset disease which we do not clearly know. The disease forces
the coffee plant dry, commonly starting from the uppermost. Enset is also affected by
porcupine” (HOARCM14, 23/04/11). HOARCM14, emphasizes, banana and Enset have
similar diseases. They dry out by starting from their leave. And if the banana makes some
fruit, it develops a hard-nonedible substance in the fruit. “We commonly say it infested by
snake, but unknowingly. And traditionally, we burn the whole plant (banana) hopping not
to transmit to others (23/04/11). He also notes, “There is also traditionally termed ‘Gind
Adirk’ (the stem drier) disease which attacks the banana crop from its early stage. And
then removes it out totally” (HOARCM14, 23/04/11). Thus, certainly, the farmers need
proper awareness, training, support and follow up from governmental and non-govern-
mental sectors.

Yet, the failures in crop production cannot be associated only to these environmental
affairs. Other factors include work cultures, women participation, holidays, climate and
topography. There are also widespread public opinions about the working habits of the
farmers and women participation. In fact, several celebrations have been dropped as
compared to the preceding decades. But, still several holidays are there the major ones
becoming Arefa (Eid-Al Adha) and Meskel (The True Cross) celebrations (FGD, 23/04/11).
Women have well started to take part in farming, yet far from being productive. They
dominate commercial and home management affairs (FGD, 23/04/11). “The people gave
up drinking alcohol, but they chew Chat. And, in recent years, they stopped chewing the
Chat during day times after they have been given lots of awareness. | see that women
attempt to work in schedules and turn out to be more punctual. But they still spend too
much time and potential compared to their outcome” (HOARCM42, 23/04/11).

Some others seem discouraged by the climatic and topographic nature of the region.
The climatic zone is Kolla (hot) as characterized by warmness, compared to several other
neighborhoods of the district. And the soil type in the neighborhoods is a black one, the
topography is full of ups and down, and so exposed to a gradually frequent erosion (FGD,
23/04/11).

Livestock Production Problems

The people of the target sites depend mainly on plant and animal cultivation. As crop pro-
duction becomes ineffective for several reasons, animal production failed too. Among the
foremost domestic cultivated animals include the cows, goats, sheep, and chickens. The
cattle remained one of the capitals of the people in addition to coffee and Chat produc-
tions. The cattle also provide a significant part of the daily nutrition requirements through
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milk and milk products. And the farmers sell the cattle out in order to manage any of their
personal and family financial needs.

However, there is a common cattle disease, trypanosomiasis, locally called Gendi or Sut-
ie, spread throughout the neighborhoods and beyond. For decades, this disease has
prevailed in these neighborhoods. There have been intervention attempts by the govern-
ment in form of prevention. The disease is transmitted especially by tsetse flies, scientifi-
cally termed as glosina, which are spread all over the grazing sites at the desert. Then the
cattle get frail losing their appetite, and physically unable to travel long distance in search
of grass and water. Subsequently, the majority dies without any medication attempts.

There are few kebeles where the livestock become a big capital as every farm an-
imal healthily produces sequence of multiple substitutes. But here in our villages,
once you buy a cow you regularly buy and inject medicine. This is also attributed to
shortage of water. The people spend lot of money hoping that the cow will recover
to productivity (HOARCM14, 23/04/11).

There is a disease we call Gendi. It has no permanent medication. When our cows
get injected several times, they get adapted to the medicine to death (HOARCMT16,
23/04/11).

There are human and animal water-related diseases. And, especially the cattle are
highly affected. There is one case that a total of eight cows died in one household
mainly because of water shortage (HOARCM31, 23/04/11).

There were government attempts to control the disease, as when several traps were
stretched across the desert. However, this has not continued long. There are no animal
health centers throughout the target areas. The people are obliged to drive their unhealthy
cattle long distance to Woyra, where they can find that single animal health center and
only one individual as an expert. At the center, the cattle get common tablets and usu-
ally ordered to come on weekly basis for injection. The people are not motivated by the
recurrent act of driving the cattle for this distance. So even once they start, they fail to
continue to the end. And there is also problem in the experts’ side in identifying the exact
type and harshness of the disease; they simply prescribe common tablets and injections.

Trypanosomiasis is widespread across the neighborhoods. At least three cows die
at each household. Of course, that is both by the disease and water scarcity. The
cattle have no water; previously there was a local river, Anzeche. But currently even
it has dried out (HOARCM?17, 23/04/11).

Our cows must make six to seven hours round trip to reach any accessible water.
And then they get infected by ‘Arekit’ (a disease commonly caused an insect that
cows sip together with water); especially when the water is not a moving one, even
when in times rivers fail to move due to absence of rain (FGD, 23/04/11).
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The people of the kebeles frequently request for assistantship in identifying the type and
characteristics of the disease, prevention methods and instruments as well as proper
medication. HOARCM18 (23/04/11) notes a new cattle disease comes which we do not
know, but the experts may know. There are also widespread health problems and deaths
with regard to chickens. Besides the lack of the knowhow of poultry, the existing chickens
are attached by regular and sudden disease cases. And the people have no knowledge
about effective production ways, and disease prevention and treatment.

The Pervasiveness of Water Scarcity

Though Ethiopia is widely named as the water tower of Africa, water has not been ac-
cessed by the majority of the rural villages. Some regions have several local and regional
rivers, while others lack any water body in the nearby. The target study neighborhoods
appear among the most water shortage hit areas in Gurage zone, if not in Ethiopia. When
asked to prioritize the problems, HOARCMS33 (24/04/11) says, “There are widespread
animal and human diseases. But, none of them are as serious as the water shortage. Just
show us where we could find water. Then we will dig”. Among the three main kebeles of
our focus, only one is crossed by a major river called Zikir, though it's not sometimes trav-
eling all the distance. In fact, there is a river which crosses over the edges of the Wesha-
mo village. However, as it travels into the village it gets dry during Winter. So, absence
of any major river crossing over the areas makes the area quite unique and different from
many other kebeles in Enemor and Ener woreda. “All kebeles have one small river except
Dobba” (FGD, 23/04/11).

Another reason is that most of the land is not conducive, to dig water-wells for ground
water access. That has not been affordable to the majority of the residents, unthinkable
for many others.

Previously, the people used water conservation technique to accumulate huge wa-
ter reservoirs. Later, it is found harmful for it drags malaria and couple of cases that
people fall to death (FGD, 23/04/11).

So due to such factors most of the residents do not have access to clean water. The prob-
lem becomes more serious to those who reside close to the Gibe bereha (semi-desert
area adjacent to river Gibe). Thus, in Dobba kebele the people of Sayba and Weshamo
are the most affected. In shomoro and wodesha there are two water reservoirs serving
currently. That is not reaching the majority, however. In wodesha, the people who live in
Sadikay and Sesenar have also a severe lack of water.

The people of Sayba Dobba, in particular, travel over two hours to collect drinking water
from a location in Lay Dobba, and also from Woyra town. Otherwise, they are obliged to
spend seven to eight hours waiting for their turn in a nearby stream, named ‘Chanche’
which s characterized by a very slow flow during winter.
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The cattle are also common victims of water shortage. The absence of nearby rivers
forced the people to drive their cattle for about two and three hours in search of water.
In this regard, the people of Shumoro ride one hour toward Derke river (HOARCM16,
23/04/11), the people of Dobba and Wodesha travel three hours to the bottom Derke river,
and the people of Wodesha rides their cattle for two hours in to another river in another
neighborhood, Zikir river (HOARCM13, 26/04/11). The times mentioned here are one-way
travel. This mean, the people and the cattle must make these compulsory trips twice
daily. This affects both the people and the cattle in different ways; one by exploiting their
energy so that they fail to resist any diseases. The productivity of the cattle, therefore,
gets lower and lower. Surely, the waste of time is another disadvantage to the farmers.

Despite all these human and animal thirst, the attempts to provide water reservoirs has
been sluggish. There are potential options that the water can be accelerated. One way
is by pulling clean water from the nearby water rich grounds. The other is by digging
out water from deep grounds. Either of these options cannot be affordable by the finan-
cial potentials of the people, however. So, the people have been looking for assistance
from any governmental and non- governmental sectors. The following reflections reveal
threats by water scarcity in the neighborhoods.

There is a critical water problem. Dobba is the most water affected neighborhood
among the 66 kebeles. Residents had to wait 24 hours to collect five or ten liters of
water at a stream. Sometimes men accompany the women. Even the wheel-water,
that the most widely drunk, is not clean one at all. Fortunately, the people are not
getting infected as feared. Due to water shortage, sometimes we do not drink.
Particularly, Sayba Dobba is the most affected by the water. They bring water from
Woyra on their way to the marketplace on Fridays and Tuesdays (HOARCM31,
23/04/11).

There was a water-well built over there; however, it is not operative now. So, there
is only one water stream for the entire kebele and the people have to wait for sev-
eral hours to take a turn to collect. They do not even satisfy half of their water need
(HOARCM16, 23/04/11)

Water crisis is at its pick now; mothers go to fetch water at seven pm and stay until
two am. That even affects their time and health. They get sick after extended stays,
especially during a cold weather. That blocks their active participation in develop-
ment activities (HOARCM17, 23/04/11).

In our village we do not find water at a near distance if we tend to dig. The single
river has dried out, not serving even the cattle (HOARCM18, 23/04/11).

There is a stream over there. Every household tend to collect from that. It takes long
time to wait to fetch, and long way to carry to home. There is no any moving water
or river here around (HOARCM33, 24/04/11).
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A point of remark worth to share here is the case of a ten-year-old 2™ grade, HOARCM19.
She carries 12 liters of water from a distance neighborhood. And that is what she does
every day (23/04/11).

Deforestation, Grassroots Consciousness, and the Struggle for
Survival

Concerns, for the existing level as well as the coming level of climate change, have max-
imized. There is a current revolution, and practical responses worldwide. Ethiopia is also
widely involved in contributing to the control of the climate change. The Ethiopian Growth
and Transformation Plan (GTP) had given immense consideration to environmental pro-
tection. “...building a ‘Green Economy’ and ongoing implementation of environmental
laws are among the key strategic directions to be pursued during the plan period” (GTP,

2010, p.119). (2012:8-9).

Over years, on the other hand, there has been deforestation in the target project sites.
The common practice was, the destruction of the forest for charcoal production purpose,
the burning of the grass and the forest for new grazing and farming. This in turn affected
the wild life. As a result, by now, there are quite less number of wild animals as compared
with their number years back.

Some residents of the target area seem extremely concerned. “We are almost
changing to desert. The Sheppard and the cattle have no any shadow for day-time
temporary shelter, and the grass and water; because the people cut the entire green
plants” (HOARCM38, 23/04/11).

The people have no adequate awareness about the tourism and the Gibe Sheleko
National Park (GSNP). Only few, and the kebele administration members can be
said to have some awareness (HOARCM17, 23/04/11).

There are also recurring opinions for why this many community members had to do the
charcoal business. “Regarding the charcoal, people are doing it to survive in the deteri-
orating life condition. There is some sort of improvement. The cattle experience serious
level leg injuries as toes and legs burnt by buried fires. The government attempted to use
force, but the most important thing should be awareness creation and communication.
The people’s health has also been negatively affected by that” (HOARCM17, 23/04/11).

Carbone monoxide, one of the most poisonous gases, caused by the charcoal.
When the people open it, the carbon monoxide harms their internal and external
bodies (HOARCMZ20, 23/04/11).

There is charcoal production, mass burning and hunting. Currently, there is a park
stretching from Kosse to Gerenbo, Gibe Sheleko National Park, and this would
bring some hope (HOARCM16, 23/04/11).
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HOARCM18, the newly trained natural resource management expert says, “What we do
is giving advice. | had deliberately gone to talk to some target community members,
mostly females. There are, in fact, some people who seem to lose any other option. | have
two such cases. There is, for example, one mother who raises several children without a
father” (23/04/11).

HOARCM18 (23/04/11) insists that there is deforestation especially for charcoal by which
many people and the livestock lose their legs. Previously, many wild animals used to
show up. But now that visibility has become little more than seldom. “Even honey bees
failed to survive”, he adds. As the following comments underline, most of the community
members are giving up the practice no matter how they have been practicing this illegal
charcoal production for survival.

Many members of the community practice this illegal charcoal production just for
a current survival. | personally had to abandon this because | was repeatedly in-
formed about its negative impact, especially on uterus. I think several others also
need this awareness as soon as possible (HOARCMS36, 26/04/11).

Currently, the people are aware. It seems that they ceased charcoal production
mainly due to its harms themselves (HOARCMA44, 27/04/11).

Certainly, forests remain homes and sources of food for the wildlife; and so, the wildlife
is the immediate and permanent victim of deforestation. There had been regular hunting
all over the forests in the so-called Mena area of the neighborhoods. After warnings and
some awareness efforts, the people seem to lessen the frequency of hunting.

We used to hunt, but now we ceased to do that HOARCM15, 26/04/11).

Rural Road Constraints and Collective Impacts on the Grassroots

Infrastructural diversification has been always valued in facilitating all forms of social
and economic developments. In this regard, telecommunication, transportation services,
schools, health centers, electricity and clean water remain aspects of unquestionable
essence. And almost all of these entities have strong relationships and impacts on one
another. Noticeably, the establishment of one has a facilitating role for the establishment
of the other.

Rural road, in particular, has enormous impact for the establishment of other infrastruc-
tures. It is only through long lasting roads that other service sectors such as telecommu-
nication and electricity can be well accessed. Above all, a rural road is what local and for-
eign investors can be attracted by. Obviously, investors prefer to invest on places where
there is favorable transportation service and/or at least a medium-level road. Primarily,
they need it to scan the socio-economic and geographical environments. Most impor-
tantly, they need it to catalyze the productivity of their investment by timely transportation
of yields to further rural, urban and foreign markets.

106 Abdulaziz Dino Gidreta



New Generations, Old Challenges: Questioning Grassroots Development in the Hom of Africa

Residents of the target neighborhoods do not have even lower standard rural roads to
connect to Addis Ababa -Hosana main road. The lack of transportation service has re-
sulted in further disadvantages. Investors could not invest in the region as they could not
drive-into villages and potential sites for exploration or implementation reasons. Local
farmers, traders and students cannot promptly reach to where they want. And this dif-
ficulty has delayed the efficiency of their life duties. The people also take extra time for
common trips to Addis Ababa. To reach to the main Addis Ababa - Hosana road, they
had to walk a long way carrying bulks of stuff habitually males on their heads and females
on backs. Additional reflections below from the residents confirms the extent of the chal-
lenges.

The absence of road, in turn, harmed a possible start and acceleration of other sec-
tors such as water and electricity. And as we know, years ago, a water project came
to our kebele. But fearing that large scale machines could not be carried by the
current low quality of road, it has been taken to a neighboring kebele (HOARCM14,
23/04/11).

The road even could not enable to carry the patients properly. When our cattle are
affected by trypanosomiasis, we fail to ride to animal health center. That is mainly
due to the absence of any proper road (HOARCMZ37, 23/04/11).

Once again, an NGO came to launch water service to the people of Dobba neigh-
borhood. But as the operators could not drive into the intended villages, due to
absence of road, they had to go back to Shumoro neighborhood (HOARCM?14,
23/04/11).

Conclusion

In HOA, the rural makes up to 80% of each country in terms of size and population. And
there have been various attempts by national and international organizations to make
these vast rural zones the major center of development projects. However, considering
plans and reports and observing the lives of the people, two things can be identified.
Official development reports have been highly overstated as typically identified by tables,
graphs, quantities, and approximations all narrating the economic growth aspect of de-
velopment. In contrast, qualitative observations and critics reveal prevalence of series
of developmental crisis mainly in relation to human development variants, as commonly
veiled within official reports.

Health and sanitation conditions of remote grassroots communities contradict collective
complaints and related development narratives in the region. Compared with total popu-
lation, there are not even minimum required number of health posts, material facilities and
experts, at least in terms of quantity. The reported accounts pertaining health develop-
ment, considers overall national quantities, commonly in thousands; and thus, they tend
to be misleading narratives. The number of health centers, facilities and experts narrated
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nationally are quite insignificant, while observed locally from within the communities. The
prevailing cases of malaria, TB, typhoid and typhus are still threats to the grassroots in the
HOA. The common reports that the reduction of maternity and infant deaths can also be
challenged by actual contexts of mothers and babies during pregnancy, and after birth.
Lack of adequate sanitation and hygiene education accelerated the already deteriorating
health conditions.

Quantitative narratives of infrastructural distribution can also be contested by specific
break downs and concrete qualities. The actual distribution of schools is completely far
from the number of residents and the distance covered. A single school for one kebele,
in case of Ethiopia for example, is quite far from the average required number. Kids as
young as four and five are forced to walk an hour and more. In short, the quality of the
schools can literally be described by terrible classrooms, awful sitting arrangements, ex-
tremely high-class size and dangerous school latrines. Subsequently, it can be explained
by inadequately trained and highly limited number of teachers and quite insufficient
teaching - learning materials.

Despite the value that governments in the HOA given to agriculture, crop production
and animal husbandry have been suffering from various problems. Farmers have almost
no current idea about crop production, the cattle are devastated by series of diseases,
and nourishment habits and health challenges of farmers themselves negatively affected
productivity. Even in cases of a relatively better crop production, yields are shared by wild
animals like baboons and monkeys.

Global and regional narratives of success about green economy can also be challenged
by prevailing tendencies of deforestation in the region. In the absence of adequate nour-
ishment, the people tend to make money out of forests, and or they clear forests to utilize
the area for extended farming. While the staggering life, the economy and the growing
population contribute to deforestation, there is little effort in educating rural communities
about alternative ways of economic survival in place of deforestation, the further harms
of deforestation and the significance of afforestation.

The sum of health and sanitation complications, lack of access and quality of education,
un-productive agriculture and absence of environmental care can be perceived to cause
a general unease to rural communities in the HOA; and these would become a threat to
the communities’ hopes and survival. Considering the area and population that rural com-
munities cover, the HOA is far from handing prosperous countries to new generations.

This article would like to indicate the need for genuine interventions in form of awareness
creating trainings and infrastructural provisions in the region. Series of health and sanita-
tion skill development trainings could enhance disease prevention and family health care
trends. NRM trainings should be designed with the direct aim to enable the people pre-
serve the forest, wild life, water, land and mineral resources. Training programs on crop
production and protection could also enhance farmers’ productivity. As part of immediate
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intervention, projects should consider improving school and health center facilities like in
repairing and/or building classrooms, libraries, staff residences, latrines, and providing
teaching-learning materials. Similarly, health care center development projects should
consider supplementing infrastructural, medical and human resources. And not less im-
portant, medium level rural roads could simplify improvement of all other development
segments, as it is through roads that construction and similar-purpose vehicles could go
deep into villages for one or any other development activities.
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Bu galismanin amaci Sirnak il Merkezi'nde yer alan 14-19 yas arasi genglerin siyasal katilimcilik
egilimlerini etkileyen faktorleri arastirmaktir. Calismada nicel bir arastirma yontemi benimsenmistir.
Arastirmada veri toplama araglarindan soru formuna basvurulmustur. Arastirma icin gerekli veriler
2015 yiinin Kasim basgi ve ortasinda arastirmacilar tarafindan gelistirilen anketle toplanmistir. Arastir-
manin evrenini Sirnak il Merkezi'nde liseye giden 14-19 yas arasi 7.131 genc olusturmaktadir. Ornek-
lem, Sirnak il Merkezi’'nde 1789 &grencisi olan en bilyiik lisesinden tesadiifi drnekleme yéntemiyle
secilmistir. Arastirmada agiklayici faktér analizi ve temel bilesenler analizi sonucu arastirmaya katilan
genclerin siyasal katiimcilik egilimlerini etkileyen faktorlerin motivasyon, iletisim kanallari, aktif sivil
katihm ve bireysel karakteristik 6zellikler olmak Uzere dort boyut altinda toplandigi gorilmektedir.
Sirnak il Merkezi'nde 14-19 yas arasi genglerin siyasal katilimcilik egilimlerinin yas, cinsiyet, egitim
alani ve genclige yonelik calismalar yapan kuruluslara tyelik (cevre, spor ve sanata yonelik kultpler,
STK’lar, siyasi partilerin genclik kollari vb.) bakimindan anlamli farkliliklar gosterdigi goriilmektedir. Bu
sonuca dayali olarak gelisim siirecinde olan Sirnak il Merkezi’nde genclerin siyasal katilimciliklarinin
arttinimasina yénelik 6nermeler ortaya konmustur.
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to investigate the factors affecting the political participation tendencies of
the young people aged between 14 and 19 in Sirnak City Center. A quantitative research method has
been adopted in the study. A questionnaire was used in the research for data collection tools. The
data needed for the research were collected by a questionnaire developed by the researchers in the
beginning and middle of the November 2015. The universe of the research is composed of 7.131
young people who attended to high school and aged between 14 and 19 living in Sirnak City Center.
As a sample, 502 data were collected randomly from the largest high school which has 1789 student
in Sirnak City Center. It is found that the factors affecting the political participation tendencies of
young people participating in the exploratory factor analysis and principal component analysis study
are collected under four dimensions: motivation, communication channels, active civil participation
and personal characteristics. It is observed that political participation tendencies of young people
aged between 14 and 19 in Sirnak City Center have significant differences in terms of age, gender,
educational field and membership to organizations engaged in activities related to youth (clubs for
environment, sports and arts, NGOs, political parties etc.). Based on this result, some proposals
have been made to increase the tendency of political participation of young people in the city of
Sirnak, which has been in the process of development.

Keywords: Youth, Political Participation Motivation, Personal Characteristics, Communication
Channels, Active Civil Participation.

1. Girig

Bireylerin on iki yasindan itibaren sosyal anlayislarini ve yeteneklerini; on dért yasindan
itibaren ise siyasal farkindaliklarini gelistirmeye basladiklar gérilmektedir (Matthews ve
Limb, 1998:68). Cocukluktan yetiskinlige gegme dénemi olan bu dénemde bireyler kendi
kimligini bulma, toplumun evrensel degerlerini benimseme ve uyum saglama, sosyal ol-
gunluga erisme durumundadir. Ailelerinin bireyler Gzerindeki etkisi azalir ve bireyler sahip
olduklari degerler sisteminin etkisiyle davranislarini yénlendirir (Gultekin, 2017:1560). Bi-
reylerin yetisme déneminde elde ettikleri sosyal deneyimler ileride ortak bir siyasi gorisiu
benimsemelerini saglayabilmekte veya siyasal katiimlan agisindan farkliliklar yaratabil-
mektedir. Siyasal katim siyasal konulari takip etmekten, faal olarak siyasal kurumlarin
icerisinde bulunmaya kadar oldukca genis bir yelpazeyi kapsamaktadir. Siyasal katilim
icin davranislarin yaninda tutumlarin da énemi bulunmaktadir. Tutumlar zihni, hissi ve ha-
reket olmak Uzere U¢ temele oturur. Bireylerin siyasete duyulan ilgi, siyasal bilgi, siyasal
etkinlik duygusu ve vatandaslk duygusu gibi tutumlari kisinin icinde yasadigi toplumda
eylem bigciminde gdsterdigi tepkileri blytk 6lctide etkiler. Bireyler, toplumu y&netenlerin
eylemlerini destekleyebilecekleri gibi bunlar elestirme ve degistirme yoluna da gidebilirler
(Neundorf ve Smets, 2015:2). Bu anlamda 14-19 yas arasi genglerin siyasal katiimi sa-
dece erken dénemde vatandaslik gérevlerini benimsemeleri ve ileriki ddnemlerde oy kul-
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lanma gorevlerini yerine getirmelerinden ibaret degildir. Siyasal katilim genglerin génulli
faaliyetlere ve kampanyalara katilarak dgrendikleri ve gelistirdikleri yeteneklerle gelecekte
ekonomik, politik ve sosyal hayatta daha etkin olarak rol alabilmelerini, genclik drgutle-
rinde belirli konulara veya sorunlara iligkin bilgiyi arastirma ve elde edinmelerini, yerel ve
ulusal sorunlar ile ilgili yetkili kisiler ile irtibata gecmelerini, bir sorun hakkinda somut bir
ornek olay uzerinden tartigabilme yetenegi saglamalarini, isbirligi icerisinde calisabilmeyi,
yerel konsey toplantilarinin prosedurleri hakkinda bilgi edinmelerini, toplum icinde konus-
malarini, diger genglik érgutleri ve gruplar ile iletisimde bulunmalarini ve siyasal partilerle
sivil toplum kurulusglarinin politikalari hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmalarini da kapsar (Roker vd.,
1999: 194; van Deth, 2014:355).

Bu galisma Sirnak il Merkezi’'ndeki genclerin siyasal katilimlarini etkileyen faktérleri belirle-
meyi amaclamaktadir. Bu ¢calisma genglerin siyasal ilgilerinin ve siyasal katim bigimlerinin
belirlenmesi agisindan dnem tasimaktadir. Galisma igin literatiirden (Yates ve Youniss,
1998:510; Flanagan, Faison, 2001:4-9; Albanesi, Cicognani, Zani, 2007: 402-403; Zaff,
Malanchuk, ve Eccles, 2008:42-43; Hawkins, Letcher, Sanson, Smart ve Toumbourou,
2009:92), uzman goéruslerinden ve katihmli gézlem ydntemlerinden yararlaniimistir. Galig-
ma, AB destegi ile yUrUtilen proje cergevesinde Tirkiye’deki ve AB’ye Uye farkh Ug tlke-
den gelen uzmanlardan ve genclerin katilimi ile olusturulan sireclerden elde edilen veriler
ile tasarimlanmigtir. Katiimer uzmanlar genglik ve kiltlr arastirmalarinda uluslararasi tec-
ribe ve birikime sahip STK aktivisti, dgretim Uyesi, politikaci ve egitimcilerin olusmustur.
Proje WALD (Diinya Yerel Yonetimler ve Demokrasi Vakfi) liderliginde yurtttimustar. Bu
calisma surecinden ve ydnetiminden elde edilen verilere ve arastirma tasarim sirecine
dayandirilarak gelistirilen 6lcek 700 adet olmak Uzere 2-16 Kasim 2015 tarihleri arasinda
Sirnak il Merkezi’ndeki en kalabalik olan 1789 mevcutlu Gok Programli Lisesi’nde 14-19
yas grubu yas 6grencilere siniflarinda 6gretmenleri vasitasiyla uygulanmistir. TUm sorularn
cevaplandirilan 502 gecerli anket Uizerinden ¢alisma yapilmistir. Egitim alanlarn bakimin-
dan Lise 1 ve 2 sinifta okuyan 6grenciler bir ayristirmaya tabii tutulmadigi icin arastirmaya
dahil edilmemistir. Calismanin arastirma sorusu “14-19 yas genclerin siyasal katilim boyut-
lari ve katiim diizeyleri hangi faktérlerden etkilenir?” seklinde belirlenmistir. Olcek sonug-
lan SPSS v23 istatistik programi kullanilarak bes kategoride degerlendirilmistir. Olcekteki
kategorilerin birincisinde genclerin demografik 6zellikleri (yas, egitim gordigi alan, cinsi-
yet) ele alinmistir. ikinci ve (iglincii kategorilerde genglerin genclere yonelik calismalarda
bulunan kuruluslara Uyelikleri ve siresi ile aktif olarak bir organizasyonda bulunma sureleri
analiz edilmistir. Olgekteki ikinci ve lglincii kategorilerin analizi ile genclerin katiim mo-
tivasyonlari ve bu motivasyonlarin eyleme ddéntstirme yetenekleri analiz edilmistir. Dor-
duncl kategoride genclerin siyasal katilim algilar ele alinirken besinci kategoride genc-
lerin Kkiiltirel ve bireysel karakteristik ¢zelliklerinin degerlendirilmesi yer almaktadir. Olgek
betimsel ve gikarimsal istatistik yontemleri kullanilarak degerlendirilmistir. Her faktor ile
ilgili analitik tablolar olusturulmustur. Genglerin siyasal katihm egilimleri, iletisim kanallari,
bireysel karakteristik dzellikleri, motivasyon ve aktif sivil katilim olmak Uzere dért boyut
altinda toplanmistir. Calismanin hipotezleri ise
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H1: Genglerin egitim gordiikleri alana gore siyasal katiim egilimleri arasinda anlamli
bir fark yoktur.

H2: Genglerin cinsiyetine gbre siyasal katilim egilimleri arasinda anlaml bir fark
yoktur.

H3: Genclerin genclige yonelik calismalar yapan kuruluslara Uyelik durumlarina
gore siyasal katilim egilimleri arasinda anlaml bir fark yoktur.

H4: Genclerin yaslarina gére siyasal katiim egilimleri arasinda anlamli bir fark yoktur.

olarak belirlenmistir. Arastirmada nicel arastirma yéntemlerine bagvurulmustur. Arastirma
deseni olarak betimsel ve karsilastirmali analiz kullaniimistir.

2. Kavramsal Analiz ve Cerceve

Genglerin siyasal katiimlarina iligkin ¢alismalar 1990’lardan itibaren calisiimaya baslan-
mistir (Wilkinson ve Mulgan, 1995; White, Bruce ve Ritchie 2000; Henn, Weinstein ve
Wring 2002; Park, Phillips ve Johnson, 2004; Qdegard ve Berglund, 2008). Wilkson ve
Mulgan (1995) siyasal katimin kusaklar boyunca nasil bir evrim gegirdigini gdstermistir.
Neundorf ve Smets (2015) ekonomik, politik ve sosyal ¢evrenin genclerin siyasal kati-
Iim egilimlerini ancak uzun vadede etkileyebildigini gdstermistir. White, Bruce ve Ritchie
(2000) ingiltere’deki 14-24 yas grubu genclerin siyasal katilimi nasil kavramlastirdiklarini ve
gengclerin siyasal ilgi dizeylerinin ve katihm firsatlarinin azalma nedenlerine deginmislerdir.
Park, Phillips ve Johnson (2004) 12-19 yas arasi gengclerin siyasal ilgi ve katihm dizeylerini
arastirmiglardir. Henn, Weinstein ve Wring (2002)’'nin gcalismasindan da siyasal katiimin
gencler icin geleneksel anlamindan ¢ikarak tekrar sekillendigi anlasiimaktadir. Qdegard ve
Berglund (2008) 16-19 yas arasi Norvecli gencler Uzerinde yaptiklar ¢alismada post mo-
dern siyasal katihmin bireysellesme sirecinden etkilendigini ileri sirmuslerdir. Geleneksel
siyasal katimin aksine post modern siyasal katilimda ailelerin sosyo-ekonomik siniflarinin
genglerin siyasal katimlari tzerindeki etkisinin azaldigi bunun yerine genglerin bireysel
karakteristik ve kiltlrel 6zelliklerinin siyasal katilimlar Gzerindeki etkisinin daha 6n plana
ciktigr gérilmustir. Genglerin siyasal katiimlar 4 farkl kategoride degerlendirilebilir.

Gengler resmi veya gayri resmi siyasal katim gdstermelerine gére dort gruba ayirilabilir-
ler. Secimlerde neredeyse hi¢ oy kullanmayan ve gayri resmi siyasal katilim g&sterenler,
siyasete ilgisiz olanlar olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Geng¢ katimcilar sadece resmi se¢im fa-
aliyetlerinde bulunurlarsa, vatandas olarak siniflandirimaktadir. Segimlere katilmadiklari
halde gayretli bir sekilde gayri resmi siyasal katihm g&sterenler, politik olmayan aktivistler
olarak tanimlanabilirler; clinkl temsili siyasete dayanmak yerine lobi, dilekce verme ya da
gosteri gibi gayri resmi yaklasimlar araciliiyla etki yaratmaktadirlar. Son olarak, sadece
secimlere katiimakla kalmayan, ayni zamanda lobi ve / veya protesto eylemlerine katilan-
lar, yetenekli aktivistler olarak tanimlanabilir (Chuan ve Chang, 2012:6).
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Tablo 1: Genclerin Siyasal Katilim Bicimleri

Aktif Olmayan Aktif

Neredfayse hig katilim Siyasete ilgisiz Olanlar Politik Olmayan Aktivistler
gostermeyen
Katilim gésteren Vatandas Yetenekli Aktivistler

Kaynak: Chuan ve Chang, 2012: 6

Genglerin siyasal bilgi dereceleri, mesleki alanlara yonelik bilgileri, sosyal organizasyonla-
ra katihm oranlari, gelisim projelerine katim oranlari, medya ve iletisim kanallarini kullan-
ma oranlari (Chaffee ve Kanihan, 1997:421-425), kisilik 6zellikleri ve ailesel yapilari geng-
ligin siyasal katihm tutumuyla guclu bir iliski icerdigi anlasiimaktadir (Beck ve Jennings,
1982:106; Flanagan, Syvertsen ve Stout, 2007:21; Ozyurt, 2010:301-302). Kisisel baglilik,
dayanisma, menfaat ve vatandaslik duygusu gibi faktérler siyasal katimin gerceklesme-
sinde etkilidir (Tatar, 2003:336).

Geleneksel siyaset bilimi genclerin siyasal katihmlarini, tipki genel siyasal katiim calig-
malarinda oldugu gibi, genellikle oy verme veya vatandaslik bilinci gelistirme ile sinirli
bir bicimde ele almaktadir. Bir siyasal partinin genclik organizasyonuna Uye olmak, bir
secim kampanyasinda bildiri dagitmak gibi etkinlikler oy verme gibi genel siyasal katili-
ma Ornek olarak gosterilebilir. Ancak modern toplumlarinda siyasal katilim oy vermeyi bir
vatandaslik hakki ve zamani geldiginde bir gorev olarak yerine getirme olarak gérmenin
Otesindeki bir faaliyet alanina isaret etmektedir. Siyasal katilimin bir bagka sekli de kisi-
sel nedenlerle ya da yasanilan cevreyle ilgili yerel veya siyasi otoritelere dilekge vermek,
siddet icermeyen bir boykota ya da gdsteriye katiimak, ¢cevre, spor, sanatsal etkinlik vb.
faaliyetler ylrGten kulUplere dahil olmak, mesleki egitim seminerlerine ve siyasal bilgilerini
ve bilin¢lerini gelistirecek toplantilara katilmak yoluyla siyasal katilim algisini gelistirmedir.
Post modern katilim ise diger katiim sekillerinden farkl olarak, dogrudan siyaset ya da
siyasal kurumlari olmamasina karsin kolaylikla siyasallagabilen bir katilim bicimi olmasi
nedeniyle ayrilir. internet tizerinden yapilan protestolar ya da sivil toplum kurulusu (ye-
likleri post modern katilima &érnek olarak gésterilebilir (Ozyurt, 2010: 292). Yeni iletisim
teknolojileri, 6zellikle de internet vasitasi ile gencler daha rahat ve hizli bir sekilde bilgi
edinme, haberlesme, drgitlenme ve seslerini duyurma olanagdi bulabilmektedirler. Bilgi
teknolojilerindeki gelismeler ve bilgi teknolojilerine erisimini arttirmasi genclerin siyasal
toplumsallasma olanaklarini arttirmaktadir. Onceki kusaklarda gengler icin siyasallasma
¢ogunlukla aile Uzerinden gerceklesirken, bilgi teknolojilerine erisimin artmasi genglerin
siyasal toplumsallasma olanaklarinda ailenin genclerin siyasal katiimi tzerindeki etkisini
zayiflatmaktadir (Yilmaz ve Oy, 2014: 28).

Kumar (2014) genclerin siyasal katihm algilarini cinsiyet, yasanilan bolge (metropol-kirsal)
ve egitim seviyesi agisindan degerlendirilmistir. Ayni egitim seviyesinde metropol bdlge-
lerde yasayan genglerin siyasal farkindaliklar kirsal bdlgelerde yasayan genclere goére

GENGLIK ARASTIRMALARI DERGISi 115



daha fazla oldugu gérulmustir. Bu anlamda egitim gencler arasinda siyasal farkindalik
yaratmak icin bir faktdr olarak goérilebilir. Siyasi ¢ikarlar acisindan bakildiginda, genclerin
siyasette bilgilendiriimesindeki ve katiimlarinin saglanmasindaki motivasyonda dusis ol-
dugu gozlenmistir. Bunda yerel ve ulusal dizeydeki komitelerde geng liderlerin sayisinin
az olmasinin etkili oldugu bulunmustur. Metropol bdlgelerde yasayanlardan farkli olarak
kirsal kesimde yasayan genclerin egitim duzeyleri yukseldikce siyasal faaliyetlere ve ak-
tivitelere katilma oranlarninin da arttigi gériimdistir. Metropol bdlgelerde ise durum tam
tersi sekilde gerceklesmistir. Metropol bolgelerde egitim dizeyi yikseldikge politik bi-
ling artmasina ragmen siyasal faaliyetlerde bulunma egilimi giderek azaldigi gérulmustdr.
Metropol bélgelerde egitim seviyesi ylUkseldikge siyasal ilgi artmasina ragmen bu siyasal
ilgi kirsal kesimlerdeki gencler kadar aktif katiimciiga déntismemistir. Clnkl genclerin
egitim ve meslek edinme gibi siyasal olmayan kaygilari dncelik tasir ve bu nedenle siyasal
surecin bilgisini faaliyete dékmezler. Bunun yaninda genclerin disik siyasal katilimlarinda
deneyim eksikliklerinin de etkili oldugu gérilmektedir (Morgan ve Kunkel, 2016:260).

Bir toplumun yas yapisi ergenlerin temel vatandaslik niteliklerini kazanmasiyla iligkilidir.
Gen¢ nifusun yogun oldugu Ulkelerde siyasal déntstime katilmak icin gosterilen isteklilik
toplumun sivil gelisme Uzerindeki etkilerinin bir sonucudur. Geng nifusun yogun oldugu
bir toplumda gencler daha siklikla akranlariyla etkilesime girer ve sonug olarak bireysel
karakteristik 6zellikleri sivil bilgiyi ve sivil katiimi etkiler ve siyasal dénisimde gencler
daha cok yer alir. Yas siyasal bilgiyi ve katim etkiler (Hart, Atkins, Markey ve Youniss,
2004:591-592). Cinsiyet agisindan bakildiginda geng erkeklerin kizlara gére siyasal katihm
egilimlerinin daha fazla oldugu goérilmektedir (Tekin, 2015:68; Shapiro, 2002:497-499).
Geng kizlar ailelerinin etkisi nedeniyle geng erkeklere gore daha sireksiz bir siyasal katim
gosterdikleri gorilmektedir (Gordon, 2008:33-34).

Calismanin amaci ve kapsami dogrultusunda literatiire bakildiginda 14-19 yas arasi geng-
lerin siyasi katiliminin motivasyon, iletisim kanallari, aktif sivil katiim ve genclerin bireysel
karakteristik 6zellikleri olmak Uzere dort bagslk altinda boyutlandirilabilecegi gérilmekte-
dir.

Motivasyon: Genglik programlari ve gonllli faaliyetler genclere sorumluluk kazandirma,
yetigkinler ile iletisim kurma, yeni beceriler kazanma, kendini daha iyi ifade etme ve sosyal
hayata katiimlarini gelistirmenin yaninda siyasal katim farkindaligi yaratma Gzerinde de
etkilidir. Genclik programlarina katilan genclerin sorumluluk bilinglerinin daha fazla gelistigi
gorulmektedir (Wood vd., 2009:300-303). Dolayisiyla genclik programlari genglerin siyasal
ilgilerini arttiracak bir icerikle diizenlenmelidir. Dlzenlenen programlarin strekli hale geti-
rilmesi sivil toplum kuruluglari ve kamu kurumlari ile sosyal diyaloglari gelistirirken génullt
katiimlari da arttinr (McFarland ve Thomas, 2006:421). Adu-Gymfi (2015:369-372) 15-17
yas grubu genclerin siyasal katihm motivasyonlarini olumsuz etkileyen faktorleri bireysel
ozellikler, zihinsel ve duygusal olgunluk ve sosyo-kiiltirel faktorler ve siyasal faktorler ola-
rak incelemistir. Genglerin siyasal katiimlar tesvik edilerek sosyal problem ¢6zim kay-
nagi haline getirilmelidir (Esen, 2007: 34-35). Farthing (2010: 188-190) genclerin siyasete
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olan ilgilerini arttirabilmek i¢in yeni eglenceli siyasal eylem bigimlerinin genclerin kilturel
bos zaman uygulamalarina nasil dahil edilecegine dair ampirik ¢alisma sunmustur. Geng-
ler cagdas siyasi huzursuzluktan uzak olmayi tercih ederken muzik dans etkinligi diizen-
leme, sembolik eylemler ve protestolar gibi geleneksel olmayan siyasal katiimciliga daha
fazla yakindirlar. Siyasal katiimin yeni toplumsal hareketler icindeki geleneksel olmayan
bigimlerinin uygulanmasi, politikay| daha kapsayici ve kapsamli tartismalarin gerceklestigi
iletisim alanlari olusturulmasini saglar. Egitim, toplum hakkinda alternatif fikirleri kesfet-
mek, dayanisma aglar olusturmak, esitlikgi karar alma ve gelecekteki eylemleri planlama
olanaklari saglamaktadir.

iletisim Kanallar: Siyasal sistem genclik politikalarini ele alirken vatandaslik bilincini
yerlestirme, katilim icin firsat olusturma, yasam kosullarini ve olanaklarini glivence altina
alma, givenlik ve koruma, sosyal diglanmayi dnleme, esit davranma bilgi edindirme ve
kullanimini saglama, gibi hedeflere odaklanir. Siyasal sistem hedeflerine ulasmak igin ye-
rel yonetimleri genclerin siyasal katilimciligini saglamada bir képri olarak kullanmaktadir.
Bunun yaninda Sivil Toplum Orgiitleri ve kent konseyleri de yerel yénetimlerle is birligi
icerisinde bu amaca hizmet ederler (Ozer, 2011:55-57). Medya ve iletisim kanallarinin da
siyasal farkindalik yaratma Uzerinde &nemli bir etkisi vardir (Rashid ve Gao, 2012:186).
Medya, genglerin cesitli siyasi olaylarla ilgili bilgi edinebilecekleri bir kaynak oldugu icin,
yanliltici bilgiden uzak medyayi ve iletisim kanallarini kullanan genglerin siyasi olaylar hak-
kinda daha fazla farkindaliga sahip olduklari ve yakin gegmisin siyasi olaylariyla yakindan
ilgilendikleri gortilir (Bakker ve de Vresse, 2011:458-460). Medyaya ve iletisim kanallarina
erisim kadar sivil derneklere katim da bilgi paylasimi olusturabilir. Daha da édnemlisi, sivil
toplum o6rgutleri gliven ve is birligini tesvik edebilir ve gelisim projeleri ile birlikte genclerin
ilerde siyasal partilerde liderlik vasiflari kazanmalarini ve siyaset, demokrasi ve vatan-
daslik konulari ile daha fazla mesgul olmaya tesvik edebilir (Rashid ve Gao, 2012:186).
Siyasal partilerin gelistirecegi aidiyet duygusu Uyelerinin oy kullanimi da dahil olmak Uizere
gelecekte genclerin siyasal katilimini daha olasi hale getirebilir (McFarland ve Thomas,
2010:8-9).

Aktif Sivil Katihm: Bir toplumda sivil faaliyetler arttikga secimlerde oy kullanma siya-
sal katilim faaliyeti olarak 6nemini kaybetmektedir. Gonulli faaliyetler yiriten derneklere
Uye olan genglerin gelecekte siyasal katilimlarinin da daha ylksek olmasi beklenmektedir.
Genglerin okul disi etkinliklere katiimi 6zellikle genglerin gonlllt kuruluslarindaki faaliyet-
leri, temsil etme becerilerini gelistirmeleri, kamu forumlarinda konusma yapabilmeleri ve
topluluk kimligini olusturmalari, gelecekteki siyasal katiimlarini tesvik etmektedir (Eccles
ve Barber, 1999:11). Genglerin katildigi génullii faaliyetler siyasal katilim igin bir sosyal 6g-
renim sirecini ifade etmektedir. Okul disi génulll faaliyetler uzun vadede genglerin siyasal
katiimina uzun vadede (7 ila 10 yil) etki etmektedir (McFarland ve Thomas, 2006:405).

Avrupa’daki genclerin siyasal katihmi kavrayis seviyeleri ve siyasal katihm bicimleri ele
alindiginda Avrupa’daki genclerin daha az formel siyasal katilim gosterdigi ortaya cik-
mistir. Avrupa’da genclerin aktif olarak siyasal partilere tye olma dizeyleri distktir. Bu
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durum siyasal sistemlerin genclerin istek ve beklentilerine duyarsiz oldugunu géstermek-
tedir. Aslinda gencler siyasal katilima ilgisiz degildirler. Politika tretim mekanizmalarina
katilmaktansa birer siyasal tiketici olmayi tercih etmekte ve daha gok kurumsallasmamig
siyasal faaliyetler ile online siyasal katiimi daha ¢ok tercih etmektedirler. internet onlara
bilgi edinme, yeni dokiimanlar saglama, kurum ve kuruluslarla iletisim ve politika yapici
kurum ve kuruluslar ile yerel yonetimler ile dilekge araligiyla iletisim kurma ve politikacilar
ve yerel birimler ile iletisime ge¢me olanaklar saglamaktadir. Gencler politikacilari takip
etmemekte ama siyasal olaylar izlemektedirler (Pilkington ve Pollock, 2015:4-5). Ameri-
ka’'da ise liseler burs destegi politikasi ile genglerin politika yapim asamasinda katilimci-
liklarini desteklemektedir. Amerikan liselerinde genclik katilimi genclik aktivizmi, genclik
liderligi ve sinif toplantilarina katihm olmak Uzere ¢ bicimde gergeklesmektedir. Geng-
lerin okullarinda veya mahallelerinde karsilastiklar adaletsizliklere meydan okumak igin
gerceklestirdikleri toplu eylemlerin ileriki zamanlarda siyasal katiima ddnisme olasiligi
yuksektir. Gengler yasamlarindaki kurumlari elestirisel olarak degerlendirmeye, adaletsiz-
likleri belirlemeye, bu adaletsizlikleri vurgulamaya ve iyilestirmeye yénelik adimlar atmaya
basladiklarinda iclerinden liderler ¢ikarabilmekte ve hayatlarini sekillendiren okullarinin
temel faaliyetlerinde kararlarinda katihm firsatlar yakaladiklarin da ise ortak hareket ede-
bilmektedirler. Bu baglamda isveg’te dgrenciler 6gretim, grenme ve sinif ici veya okul
capindaki karar verme uygulamalar da dahil olmak Gzere okullarin temel faaliyetleri Gize-
rine tartismalara katiimak icin Cember saati olarak adlandirdiklan bir meclis olusturarak
sinif toplantilar diizenlemiglerdir. Bu toplantilarda sosyal bilgiler ve sivil egitimi alaninda
arastirma ve uygulama bigimi gelistirerek cok yonli disiinme becerisi kazanirken hayat-
larinin, toplumlarinin ve dinyanin sorunlarini ¢ézmek igin gerekli kararlari verme yollarini
da kesfetmeye calismaktadirlar. Okullarin 6grencilerin ihtiyaglarina cevap veremedigi du-
rumlarda sivil toplum 6rgutleri aktif olarak gérev alarak genclerin ortak ¢ikarlarini belirle-
mesine, akranlarin birbirini harekete gecirmesine ve topluluk i¢cinde calismalar yuriterek
gug iligkilerini anlaml kurumsal degisiklige yol agacak sekillerde degistirmelerine yardimci
olurlar. (Mitra, Serriere ve Kirshner, 2014:294).

Bireysel Karakteristik Ozellikler: Geleneksellesmeden kurutulma birey ve toplum ara-
sindaki iligkileri degistirerek daha bireysellesmis yasam bicimlerinin ve politikalarin ya-
ratiimasina neden olmaktadir. Bugtinin gencleri 6z guveni yiksek, olaylara bakis agisi
bireysel, sadakat duygusu az ve sabirsiz bir karaktere sahiptir (Bozkus, 2009). Fiziksel
mekanlari kullanmanin yerine gorUslerini ve fikirlerini internet teknolojisi ve sanal aglari
kullanarak belirtmeyi tercih etmektedirler (The Smart Work, 2009). Politika ve demokra-
tik sistemler ile daha az ilgilidirler (Delli Carpini, 2000: 341; Henn, Weinstein ve Wring,
2002:185). Genglerin politik ilgisizlikleri siyasal katilimin yasam doénglsiinden, postmo-
dern siyasal katilim bigimlerini tercih etmelerinden, siyaset algilar ve tutumlarindan kay-
naklanmaktadir (Quintelier, 2007: 166-170).
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2.1. Sirnak ilinde Genglerin Siyasal Katiimi

Sirnak ili tarihte birgok dnemli devletin baskentini topraklarinda barindirmis olan, Asur-
lulardan, Babillerden, Medlerden, Perslerden, Sasanilerden, Emevilerden, Abbasilerden,
Guti Imparatorlugundan, Selcuklulardan ve Osmanli imparatorlugundan kalma kalintilara
sahip tarih boyunca énemli kervan yollarinin kavsaginda bulunan ve maden rezervleri ba-
kimindan da Turkiye’nin en zengin alanlarindan biri olmasina ragmen cografi yapisi, eko-
nomik kaynaklarinin yetersizligi ve siyasi konumu nedeniyle Turkiye’de az gelismis kirsal
bolgeler arasinda yer almaktadir (Ozcan, 2012:157). Sirnak’ta sosyal durumun belirleyici
faktorl asiret sistemidir (Aksoy, 2013:77; Baz, 2011:218). Son yillarda yasanan yogun
goc¢, buna bagl olarak degisen sosyo-kdltirel doku, egitimin diizeyinin ylikselmesi vb. ne-
denler bdlgedeki asiret yapilarini zayiflatmis ve asiret yapilari béltinerek genis aileler haline
doénldsmustdr. Dolayisiyla asiretler ginimuzde artik aile isimleri ile aniimaktadir (Bilgic ve
Akylirek, 2012:34). Sirnak’ta sinema ve tiyatro bulunmamaktadir (TUIK, 2016). Yapilan ha-
vaalani ve yapilmasi planlanan demiryolu ulasimi imkanlari ile Sirnak gelisme ve blyime
potansiyeli géstermektedir (DIKA, 2013:5-11). 2009 yilindan bu yana Sirnak’taki genglere
yonelik sanatsal, kulttrel ve sportif faaliyetler artis gdstermistir (SODES, 2017). Genglerin
gonlillh faaliyetlere katilabilecekleri merkezler bulunmaktadir. Sirnak’ta genclere yénelik
faaliyetleri Genclik Hizmetleri ve Spor il Mudirligi, Genclik Merkezi, Milli Egitim il M-
dirligi, GAP Genglik Evi, Sirnak Universitesi, Sirnak Belediyesi, Sirnak Valiligi ve STK’lar
yiritmektedir (Sirnak Valiligi, 2016). Sirnak’in yeniden yapilanma sirecinde kurumlarin
isleyisi diizenlenmekte ve sehir egitim-saglik-glvenlik-sosyal-ekonomik ve yasam alani
anlaminda daha ¢agdas bir sehirlesme planiyla yeniden insa edilmektedir. Bu Sirnak’ta
genglik katihmini daha saglikli bir zemine oturtacak yeni projeler tretme sansini da ya-
ratmaktadir. Gencler yeniliklere daha ac¢ik ve daha kolay benimseyen bir kesim olmasinin
yaninda bu yeniden yapilanmanin bélgenin sosyo-politik sorunlarina kalici ¢6ziim bulu-
nabilmesi icin bir yenilik kaynagidir. Bu yas araligindaki gencleri uygun gelisim projelerine
dahil etmek hem onlarin liderlik, is birligi, demokratik ve adil olma ile aktif vatandaslik bi-
lincini gelistirecek hem de kendilerine ydnelik yagsam kalitelerini artmalarini saglayacaktir.
Geleneksel siyasal katilim agisindan Sirnak’ta siyasal katilim demokratik ve yasal diizene
uyarak yasal olmayan faaliyetlere ve siddete sempati gostermeden hukuk dizeni igin-
de, demokratik siyasal sureclere etkili katilarak, siyasi temsilcilerin ulusal parlamentoda
yer almak olarak algilanmaktadir. Bunun yaninda geleneksel olmayan siyasal katilim ise
Sirnak’ta yasayanlar igin kendilerini dogrudan etkileyen konut, guvenlik, ulasim, egitim,
saglik ve sosyal yasam gibi alanlarda alinan yerel kararlari etkileyebilme diizeyidir. So-
kak aydinlatmasi, uzak noktalara hizmet veren araclar, yollarin gtivenligi, gcevre temizligi,
kultlrel, spor ve dinlence olanaklarinin yapilandirimasinda taleplerini duyurabilme dizeyi
anlamina gelmektedir (Sirnak Valiligi, 2016). Bu anlamda van Deth (2014)’in yapmis oldu-
gu siniflandirmadaki her tir siyasal katilim sekline ait 6rneklerin Sirnak’ta mevcut oldugu
sdylenebilir.
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3. Yontem

Calismanin modeli asagida verilmistir. Modelde gencglerin demografik 6zelliklerinin ve
genglige yonelik calismalar yapan kuruluslara olan Uyeliklerinin siyasal katiim boyutlari
Uzerindeki etkileri belirlenmeye caligiimigtir.

Sekil 1: Genclerin Siyasal Katihm Modeli

Yas — Motivasyon
Egitim Gordiigii | [ ireayim
Alan Kanallar1
—P| Siyasal Katilim |=——
Cinsiyet || Aktf Sivil
Katilim
Genglige Yonelik | Bireys.el .
Calismalar Yapan Kgraktérlstlk
Kuruluslara Uyelik Ogzellikler

Bu calisma Sirnak il Merkezi’nde genglerin siyasal katilimlarini etkileyen faktorleri belirle-
meyi amaglamaktadir. Calismanin arastirma sorusu “14-19 yas genclerin siyasal katiim
boyutlari ve katihm diizeyleri hangi faktérlerden etkilenir?” seklinde belirlenmistir. Calis-
mada genglerin cinsiyetleri, yaslari, egitim gordikleri alan, genclere yonelik calismalar
yapan kuruluslara Gyelikleri ve suresi, bir génulll faaliyete bizzat katilma streleri, bireysel
karakteristik 6zellikleri ve siyasal katihm algilan degerlendirilmistir. Literatlr incelendigin-
de genclerin siyasal 6grenme sireglerinin siyasal tutumlarina, davraniglarina, yaslarina,
deneyimlerine ve iginde bulunduklari zamanin kosullarina gére sekillendigi gérilmektedir.
Yas bakimindan incelendiginde genclerin siyasal ilgisizligi normal gériilebilir. Bireylerin en
aktif siyasal katihm goésterdigi dénem orta yas dénemleri iken en az siyasal katilim gos-
terdigi donem ise gengligin en erken yaslari ile yashlik ddénemleridir. Yas ile siyasal katim
arasinda ters U seklinde bir iliski oldugu goérulmektedir. Genglerin 14-19 yas arasinda
gerek edindikleri deneyimlerin yetersiz olmasi gerekse dnceliklerinin olgunlasma, egitim,
kariyer ve partner bulma olmasi siyasal katilimlarinin diisik olmasina neden olmaktadir.
Okullarda egitim verilen alanlarda (Sayisal/Esit Agirlikl) mifredattaki dersler genclerin si-
yasal biling olusturmasi acisindan énemlidir. Esit adirlik 6grencilerine verilen insan Haklari
ve Demokrasi dersinin sayisal alandaki egitim muifredatinda olmamasi, genglerin siyasal
katiim algilan arasinda anlaml bir fark olusturmasi beklenmektedir. Bunun yaninda 6g-
rencilerin herhangi bir genclige yonelik calismalar yapan kurulusa Uyeliklerinin bulunmasi
ve gonullt faaliyetlere katiim gdstermelerinin de siyasal katilim agisindan anlaml bir fark
yaratacagi dustnilmektedir (Neundorf ve Smets, 2015:8-9). Literatlirde ailenin de gelir
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dizeyi, egitim dizeyi ve sosyal statlisiiniin genclerin siyasi yénelimleri ve sivil katimci-
liklari, parti belirlemeleri ve siyasal katimlar tzerinde etkisinin bulunduguna dair kanitla-
ra rastlanmaktadir (Jennings, Stoker ve Bowers, 2009:783; Verba, Schlozman ve Burns,
2003:6-7 Kroh ve Selb, 2009:1). Fakat bu calismada genclerin ailelerine yonelik sorularin
olmamasi ¢alismanin bir sinirliligi olarak kabul edilir.

2015 yilinin son geyreginde gerceklestirilen calismada genglerin siyasal katilim boyutla-
rini belirleyebilmek ve genclerin demografik 6zelliklerinin (cinsiyet, yas ve egitim alanlari)
ve genclige yénelik calismalar yapan kuruluglara Uyeliklerinin siyasal katiimlar Gzerinde
bir farkllik yaratip yaratmadigini dlgebilmek igin nicel bir arastirma yéntemi belirlenmistir.
Analizde kullanilan veriler anket teknigi uygulanarak toplanmistir. Tesadifi 6rnekleme yon-
teminin kullanildigi galismada 6rneklem biyukliguni belirleyebilmek icin Ryan’in (1995)
modeli kullaniimistir. 2015 yilinin son ¢eyreginde Sirnak il Merkezi'nde 14-19 yas araligin-
da toplamda 7.131 lise 6grencisi bulunmaktadir. Lise égrencileri egitim alanlari bakimin-
dan 3. siniftan itibaren esit agirlikli ve sayisal olmak Uizere bir ayrima tutuldugu igin lise 1
ve lise 2 siniflar arastirma kapsami disinda tutulmustur. Sirnak il Merkezi'nde 14-19 yas
grubu gengleri temsil edecek 6rneklem sayisinin belirlenmesi icin Ryan’in formali uygu-
landiginda 379 verinin yeterli oldugu gorilmektedir.

Calismanin gegcerliligini ve giivenirligini arttirmak icin Sirnak il Merkezi’nde 1789 égrenciye
sahip ¢ok programli lisesinde 732 lise 3 ve lise 4 6grencisine toplamda 700 anket derse
giren 6gretmenler vasitasiyla 2-16 Kasim 2015 tarihleri arasinda elden dagitilarak doldu-
rulmustur ve 502 gegerli geri ddnls saglanmistir. Calisma igin literatlr ve uzman gorusleri
ile gelistirilen 6lcegin dncelikle glvenirlik ve gecerlilik analizi yapilmistir. Daha sonra agik-
layici faktdr analizi ve temel bilesenler analizi ile Sirnak gibi gelisim slrecinde olan bir ilde
genclerin siyasal katilim algilari ampirik odakli olarak boyutlandiriimaya calisiimistir. Daha
sonra Olgekteki her faktor betimsel istatistik yontemleri ile analiz edilmistir. Son olarak
hipotezler ile genclerin demografik dzelliklerinin (cinsiyet, yas ve egitim alanlari) ve genc-
lige yonelik calismalar yapan kuruluslara tyeliklerinin siyasal katilim egilimleri Gzerinde bir
farklihk yaratip yaratmadigi test edilmistir. Veriler normal dagiimadidi igin hipotezler test
edilirken parametrik olmayan istatistik testleri kullanilmistir. Arastirma kapsaminda gelisti-
rilen 6lcek genclerin siyasal katim egilimlerine ydneliktir. Anketin gelistiriimesi asamasina
(i) Sirnak il Merkezi’'nde genclerin siyasal katilimina yénelik kavramsal yapilarina ait boyut-
larin ortaya cikariimasina yénelik kavramsal cercevede kapsamli bir literatir taramasina
yer verilerek calisma konusu ile ilgili yapilmis arastirmalarin temel boyutlar saptanmis-
tir. (i) Literatirden elde edilen bu temel boyutlar degerlendirilerek tim boyutlari temsil
edecek sayida ve yeterlilikte olacak sekilde 14 maddeli ve beg boyutlu bir dlcek igerigi
olusturulmustur. (i) Olcek genclerin kimlik bilgilerinin saptanmasini, genclerin genclige
y6nelik calismalar yapan kuruluslara tyeliklerini ve Uyelik strelerini, aktif olarak génilli bir
organizasyonda bulunmalarini, siyasal katihm egilimleri ile bireysel karakteristik dzellikle-
rinin degerlendirmesini kapsamaktadir. Olcegin analizleri SPSS v.23’de analiz edilmistir.
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Betimsel Analiz:

Orneklemin alindigi ve ana kiitleyi temsil edebilecek nitelikteki Sirnak Merkez Gok Prog-
ramll Lisesindeki 14-19 yas arasi genclerin sayisi toplamda 334 kiz ve 398 erkek olmak
Uzere toplamda 732 6grenci bulunmaktadir. Gengler egitim alani bakimindan 11. siniftan
itibaren esit agirlik ve sayisal olmak tzere iki alana ayrilmaktadir. 11.sinifta egitim-6grenim
goren dgrenci sayisi 327 iken 12. sinifta egitim-6grenim goéren 6grenci sayisi ise 405'tir.
Esit agirhik boliminde 6grenim gdren gencgler sayisal alanda 6drenim goren genglerden
farkll olarak Demokrasi ve insan Haklan dersleri almaktadir.

Ornekleme dahil edilen ve rastgele secilen genclerin 250’si (%49,8%)) kiz iken 252’si
(%50,2’si) erkektir. Yas olarak 14-15 yas araliginda bulunan geng sayisi 103 (%20,5) 16-17
yas araliginda bulunan geng sayisi 224 (%44,6) ve 18-19 yas araliginda bulunan genc¢ sa-
yisi ise 175 (%34,9)’tir. Egitim alani olarak 6rnekleme dahil edilen genclerin 276’s1 (%55’i)
esit agirik béliminde iken 191’ (%38’) sayisal boélimdedir. Geriye kalan 35 genc (%7’si)
egitim alanini belirtmemistir. Ornekleme dahil edilen genglerin herhangi bir genclige yénelik
calismalar yapan kuruluslara tyeliklerinin dagilimlar ele alindiginda 322 gencin (%64,1’inin)
herhangi bir genclige yonelik calismalar yapan kuruluslara tyeliklerinin bulunmadigr géral-
mektedir. 178 gencin ise (%35,5’inin) genclige yonelik calismalar yapan kuruluglara Uyelik-
lerinin bulundugu goértlmektedir. Geriye kalan %0,4°U ise genglige yénelik calismalar yapan
kuruluslara Uyeliklerinin bulunup bulunmadigini belitmemistir. Ornekleme dahil edilen 502
gencin tim demografik 6zellikleri asagidaki li¢ tabloda 6zetlenmistir.

Tablo 2: Yaslarina Gore Genclerin Demografik Ozellikleri ve Genclige Yonelik
Calismalar Yapan Kuruluslara Uyelik Durumlari

14-15 yas arasi 16-17 yas arasi1  18-19 yas arasi Toplam
Sayisal 46 (%9,2) 85 (%16,8) 60 (%12) 191 (%38)
Esit Agirlik 53 (%10,5) 124 (%24,7) 99 (%19,7) 276 (%55)
Belirtmemis 4 (%0,8) 15 (%3,1) 16 (%3,2) 35 (%7)
Toplam 103 (%20,5) 224 (%44,6) 175 (%34,9) 502 (%100)
Kiz 90 (%17,9) 136 (%27,1) 24 (%9,6) 250 (%49,8)
Erkek 13 (%2,6) 88 (%17,5) 151 (%30,1) 252 (%50,2)
Toplam 103 (%20,5) 224 (%44,6) 175 (%34,9) 502 (%100)
Genglige Yonelik
EEL'EIT;;;YSSSTQI 2 (%0,4) 30 (%6) 28 (%5,6) 60 (%12)
Var
Genglige Yonelik
Galismalar Yapan |44 ;59 ) 193 (%38,4) 146 (%29,1) | 440 (%87,6)
Kuruluglara Uyeligi
Yok
Belirtmemis - 1(%0,2) 1(%0,2) 2 (%0,4)
Toplam 103 (%20,5) 224 (%44,6) 175 (%34,9) 502 (%100)
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Yaslarina gére genclerin yaslar arttikca genclige ydnelik calismalar yapan kuruluglara da
Uyeliklerinin arttigi gértlmektedir. 14-15 yas arasi genclerin gencglige yénelik calismalar
yapan kuruluslara tyelik orani %2 iken 16-17 yas arasi genglerin Uyelik orani %6 17-18
yas arasl genclerin ise Uyelik orani %5,6’dIr.

Tablo 3: Cinsiyetlerine gére Genclerin Demografik Ozellikleri ve Genglige Yonelik
Calismalar Yapan Kuruluslara Uyelikleri

Calismalar Yapan
Kuruluslara Uyeligi Var

Kiz Erkek Toplam
Sayisal 103 (%20,5) 88 (%17,5) 191 (%38)
Esit Agirlik 133 (%26,5) 143 (%28,5) 276 (%55)
Belirtmemis 14 (%2,8) 21 (%4,2) 35 (%7)
Toplam 250 (%49,8) 252 (%50,2) 502 (%100)
Genglige Yonelik 22 (%4,4) 156 (%31,1) 178 (%35,5)

Genglige Yonelik
Calismalar Yapan
Kuruluslara Uyeligi Yok

228 (%45,4)

94 (%18,7)

322 (%64,1)

Belirtmemis

Toplam

250 (%49,8)

2 (%0,4)
252(%50,2)

2 (%0,4)
502 (%100)

Cinsiyetlerine gbre genclerin genclige yonelik calismalar yapan kuruluslara tyelikleri de-
gerlendirildiginde ise erkekler ile kizlar arasinda 6énemli oranda bir farklik oldugu go-
rilmektedir. Erkeklerin Gyelik orani %31,1 iken kizlar icin bu oran %4,4’tlr. Esit agirhk
alaninda egitim goéren erkek sayisi kiz sayisindan %2,1 oraninda daha fazladir.

Tablo 4: Egitim Gordiikleri Alanlara gére Genclerin Genclige Yoénelik Calismalar
Yapan Kuruluslara Uyelik Durumlari

A s Egitim Alanini
Sayisal Esit Agirhk Belirtmemis Toplam
Genglige Yonelik
Calismalar Yapan 65 (%12,9) 94 (%18,7) 19 (%3,8) 178 (%35,5)
Kuruluglara Uyeligi Var
Genglige Yonelik
Galismalar Yapan |y, 0004 7) | 182 (%36,3) 16 (%3,2) 322 (%64,1)
Kuruluslara Uyeligi
Yok
Uyelik Durumunu 0 i ) 0
Belirtmemis 2 (%0.4) 2 (%0,4)
Toplam 191 (%38) 276 (%55) 35 (%7) 502 (%100)
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Esit agirlk alaninda egitim géren genclerin %18,7’sinin gonulli faaliyetlerde bulunan
kuruluglara Uyelikleri varken sayisal alanda egitim gdren genclerin %12,9’unun géndil-
|0 faaliyetlerde bulunan kuruluglara Uyelikleri vardir. Genglige yonelik calismalar yapan
kuruluslara tye olma suresine cevap veren toplam genc sayisi 50’dir ve ortalama Uyelik
sureleri ortalama 8,6 aydir. Bir organizasyonda aktif olarak katilim gdsterme sorusuna ise
toplamda 30 kisi cevap vermis ve faaliyet streleri ortalama 11,3 aydir.

Guvenirlik ve Gecgerlilik Analizi:

Guvenilirlik ve gecerlilik amach olarak bir pilot ¢calisma gerceklestiriimistir. 2 Kasim 2015
tarihinde 11. siniflara 300 anket uygulanmistir. Uygulamadan 188 gecerli anket elde edil-
mistir. Pilot calismanin guivenirlik katsayisi 0.701 gikmistir. Pilot ¢calismada uygulanan élce-
gin toplam varyansi agiklama orani %60,263’tur. GUvenilirlik katsayinin, istenilen diizeyde
olmasi ve belirli sorularin literatiiriin taranmasiyla elde edilen boyutlar altinda toplanmasi
ile 6lcegin uygulanmasina gecilmistir. Bu amacla gecerlilik ve giivenirligin artmasi icin ola-
bildigince fazla veri elde edilmeye calisiimistir. Ana kitleyi temsil edecek yeterli drnekleme
ulasabilmek i¢in 16 Kasim 2015 tarihinde anket uygulanmamis 6grencilere 400 yeni anket
daha siniflarinda 6gretmenleri vasitasi ile uygulanmis ve bu yeni uygulamadan 314 gecerli
anket daha elde edilmistir. Sonuc olarak toplamda 502 adet veriye ulasiimistir. Faktor
analizi sonucu ayni sorularin yine ayni faktérler altinda toplandigi gérilmastir. Olgegin gii-
venirlik katsayisinin 0.777’ye ve aciklanan varyansin da %62,373’e yukseldigi gértlmus-
tdr. Geligtirilen dlgegin érnekleme uygunlugunu belirlemek Uzere yapilan Barlett testindeki
ki-kare degeri .00 dlizeyinde anlamli bulundugundan segilen érneklem evreni temsil etme
glictine sahip oldugu tespit edilmistir. Gegerlilik islemleri icin 6ncelikle faktorleri belirle-
mek icin faktor analizi gerceklestirilmistir. Faktor analizleri surecinde Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin
(KMO) ve Bartlett degerleri belirlenmis; temel bilesenler analizi gerceklestiriimis son olarak
da dik déndlrme (varimax rotation) islemleri yapilmistir. Temel bilesenler analizinde KMO
degeri 0.771 bulunmustur. Kaiser bulunan degeri kabul edilebilir dlizeydedir. Barlett testi
sonucu ise 1614.909 bulunmustur. Barlett degerinin anlamliigi da (p=.000<0.05) verilerin
cok degiskenli normal dagilimindan geldikleri hipotezini destekler niteliktedir.

Faktor yapilarinin belirlenmesi amaciyla Temel Bilesenler Analizi gerceklestirilmistir. Yapi-
lan faktdr analizinde faktdr sayisina bir sinir getirilmemis ve eigen degeri 1’den buyuk 4
faktdr belirlenmistir. Olusan doért faktoriin aciklanan toplam varyans miktar %62.373’tUr.
Faktor yuklerine bakildiginda alt kesme noktasi 0,45 olarak belirlenmistir. Birden fazla
faktérden =.45’den fazla yik alan maddelerde, yuk farkinin miktarina bakilmig, bu farkin
%45’den daha dusik oldugu maddeler elenmistir. Faktdrlerin agikladiklar varyans mik-
tarlari ise sirasiyla birinci faktor icin %27.622, ikinci faktor igin %13.061, Ugtincu faktor
icin %11.837, dordincl faktor icin %9.853 olarak belirlenmistir. Faktdr analizi sonunda
elde edilen varyans oranlari ne kadar yiksek olursa, dlgegin faktor yapisi da o kadar gigli
olmaktadir. Maddelerin faktérlere dagihimini belirlemek i¢in yapilan Varimax dik déndirme
analizi sonuclari ise asagidaki tabloda sunulmustur.
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Tablo 5: Olgegin Varimax Dik Déndiirme Analizi ile Belirlenen Faktor Yiikleri ve
Boyutlarinin Giivenirlik Katsayilari

Boyutlar Sorular

Aktif Sivil
lletisim
kanallar
Bireysel
Karakteristik
Ozellikler
Boyutlarin
Cronbach a
Katsayilan
Olgegin
Cronbach a
Katsayisi

c
o
>
7
o

2
S
(=]

=

Aktif Sivil Karar alma konusunda .821
Katihm toplumda, genclere de
s6z hakki verilmektedir.

Gengler politika yapma .787
slirecine aktif olarak
dahildirler

Karar alma .758
mekanizmalarina

katimla ilgili genclere
yonelik firsatlar vardir

0.739

Motivasyon | lyi bir genclik 751
kurulusuna sahip olmak
katiimcilik firsatlar
ortaya cikarir

Gengclerin secim .770
surecine katilma haklari

vardir 0679

Genglerin segim 752
sureclerinde sosyal
medya kampanyalarina
dahil olma haklari
vardir. 777

iletisim Ana kanallar (Kamu .813
Kanallar kurum ve kuruluslari,
STK’lar ve yerel
yonetimler) genclerin
katilimina yonelik is
birligi icerisindedir.

iletisim kanallari ve 767
yeni medya (internet
ortami) genclerin 0.696
katihmiyla ilgili is

birligi icerisindedir

Genglerin katilimi ve .631
sivil toplum iligkileri
katimi destekler
niteliktedir

Gengler, karar alicilarla .633
iyi iligskilere sahipler

Bireysel Ozgiirliik ve katiim .866

Karakteristik
Ozellikler Tutumluluk .829 812

Azim 797
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Genclerin siyasal katilimlarinda aktif sivil katilim, motivasyon, iletisim kanallari ve bireysel
karakteristik 6zellikleri olmak Uzere dort boyutun etkili oldugu gérilmektedir. Galisma 6l-
¢eginin boyut isimleri (Altin ve Kasimoglu, 2016)’'nin genglerin sosyo-ekonomik ve siyasal
katiim egilimlerini belirleyebilmek igin yapmis olduklar ¢alismada olusturduklar genclik
katilm modelinden yola ¢ikarak konulmustur. Bu c¢alismada ortaya konulan boyutlarin
isimlendirilmelerine ydnelik kavramlastirma galismasi icin yapilan literatir taramasinin Al-
tin ve Kasimoglu (2016)’'nin gengclik katihm modelini dogrulayici nitelikte oldugu gérilmek-
tedir.

Tablo 6: Gengclerin Siyasal Katilim Egilimleri

Boyutlar Sorular 1 P 3 4 5

Aktif Sivil Karar alma konusunda
Katihm toplumda, genclere de s6z hakki 2.71
veriimektedir.

Gencler politika yapma surecine 2.96
aktif olarak dahildirler

Karar alma mekanizmalarina
- o 2.73
katimla ilgili genclere yonelik

firsatlar vardir \

Motivasyon | lyi bir genclik kurulusuna sahip 3.22
olmak katilim firsatlari ortaya
cikarir

(6]
B

Genglerin segim sirecine katilma 3
haklari vardir ’

Genclerin secim sireclerinde
sosyal medya kampanyalarina 3.30
dahil olma haklari vardir.

iletisim Ana Kanallar (Kamu kurum ve
Kanallari kuruluslar, STK’lar ve yerel
y6netimler) genclerin katiimina
yonelik is birligi igerisindedir.

2.51

iletisim kanallari ve yeni medya 267
(internet ortami) genclerin
katihmiyla ilgili is birligi
icerisindedir

iliskileri katiimi destekler

Genglerin katilimi ve sivil toplum ) 3.05
niteliktedir

Gengler, karar alicilarla iyi iligkilere 2.87
sahipler

Bireysel Ozgirlik ve Katim 2.98

Karakteristik
Ozellikler | Tutumiuluk 2.8

*\’ /\\

Azim 2.86’
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Yapilan arastirma ile Sirnak il Merkezi'nde 14-19 yas arasi genclerin karar alma stirecle-
rinde yeterince s6z hakki taninmadigi gérilmektedir. Gencler aktif olarak karar alma su-
reclerine dahil olma diizeylerinin disik kaldigi ve katiimla ilgili genclere yonelik firsatlarin
yeterli olmadigi gériilmektedir. Sirnak il Merkezi’nde genclerin katilim iyi bir genclik ku-
rulusuna sahip olmalar halinde katihm egilimlerini arttirabilecek motivasyona sahiptirler.

Gengler segim sureclerine katilma haklarinin oldugunu bilmekte ve sosyal medya kam-
panyalarina katilma egilimi géstermektedir. Fakat Sirnak il Merkezi’nde genclerin motivas-
yonunu katiimciliga dénustirecek kamu kurum ve kuruluglar, STK’lar ve yerel ydnetimler
gibi ana iletisim kanallarinin zayif kaldigi gortlmektedir. Her ne kadar genclerin katihmi ve
sivil toplum iligkileri katiimi destekler nitelikte olsa da genclerin aktif olarak katilabilecek-
leri faaliyetler yeterli degildir. Gengclerin karar alicilar ile sahip olduklari iligkilerin yeterin-
ce iyi olmadigi gorilmektedir. Karakteristik olarak kusak 6zelliklerinin geregi 6zgirlik ve
katiim egilimlerinin ylUksek olmasi beklenirken Sirnak’ta bu egilimin orta dizeyde kaldig
gorilmektedir. Bunun yaninda genclerin katilimcihgin surekliligi ve faaliyetler icin mevcut
kaynaklarin yerinde kullaniimasi bakimindan yeterince azimli ve tutumlu olmadiklari gé-
rulmektedir.

Hipotez Testleri:

Kavramsal cergevede belirtildigi (zere siyasal katiimciligin boyutlarini ele alan literattirde
genglerin siyasal katiimciiginin yasa, cinsiyete, siyasal bilinci gelistirecek alinan egitime
ve gonllli faaliyetlerde bulunan kuruluslar ile is birligi icerisinde aktif olarak gérev alma-
larina gére anlamli farkliliklarin oldugu gériilmektedir. Calismada da Sirnak il Merkezi’nde
14-19 yas arasi gengclerin siyasal katimciliklar yasa, cinsiyete, egitim alanina ve genclige
yonelik galismalarda bulunan kuruluslara Gyelik bakimindan farklilik gésterip gdstermedigi
test edilmistir.

Hipotezlerin testlerinden 6nce siyasal katim 6lgeginin boyutlarinin normal dagiima uy-
gun olup olmadigi belirlenmistir. Kolmogorov-Smirnov test sonuglarina gore yas, cinsiyet,
egitim alani ve gonilli faaliyetlerde bulunan kuruluslara tyelik durumuna gore siyasal
katiim boyutlarinin ortalama degerlerinin normal dagilim géstermedigi anlagiimaktadir
(p=0.000<=.005). Cunku test sonuclarinda yer alan anlamhlik diizeyleri her kriter icinde
0.05 degerinden kiglik gikmigtir.
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Tablo 7: Egitim Alanina Gore Siyasal Katiim Boyutlarinin Normallik Testi

Kolmogorov-Smirnov Shapiro-Wilk

Egitim Istatistik Serbestlik Anlamliik istatistik Serbestlik Anlamlilik

Alani Degeri Derecesi Diizeyi Degeri Derecesi Diizeyi
Aktif Sivil Esit
Kt Agmik | 199 276 .000 964 276 .000

Sayisal | 130 189 .000 945 189 .000
Motivasyon | Esit | 449 276 .000 963 276 .000

Agirhk

Sayisal | 131 189 .000 948 189 .000
lletigim Esit 069 276 003 977 276 .000
Kanallar Agirlik

Sayisal | .089 189 .001 977 189 .004
Bireysel Esit
Karakteristik | Agmiik | 081 276 .000 964 276 .000
Ozellikler Sayisal | .129 189 .000 948 189 .000

Egitim alanina gore genclerin siyasal katiim boyutlarinin verilerinin normal dagilim gdster-
medigi gorilmektedir.

Tablo 8: Cinsiyete Gore Siyasal Katiim Boyutlarinin Normallik Testi

Kolmogorov-Smirnov Shapiro-Wilk

istatistik Serbestlik Anlamlilik istatistik Serbestlik Anlamlilik

Cinsiyet Degeri Derecesi Diizeyi Degeri Derecesi Diizeyi

Sivil Aktif | Kadin | .141 236 .000 934 236 .000

Kathm = chek | 091 229 .000 962 229 .000

Motivasyon Kadin 126 236 .000 .967 236 .000

Erkek | .138 229 .000 .936 229 .000

iletisim Kadin | .086 236 .000 973 236 .000

Kanallari Erkek | .079 229 .001 977 229 001

Bireysel Kadin | .123 236 .000 951 236 .000
Karakteristik

Bzellikler Erkek | 106 229 .000 956 229 .000

Cinsiyete gore genclerin siyasal katihm boyutlarinin verilerinin normal dagiim gésterme-
digi gorilmektedir.
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Tablo 9: Genglige Yonelik Calismalarda Bulunan Kuruluslara Uyelige Gore Siyasal
Katilim Boyutlarinin Normallik Testi

Genglige Kolmogorov-Smirnov Shapiro-Wilk
Yonelik
Calismalarda .
Bulunan Istatistik Serbestlik Anlamliik Istatistik Serbestlik Anlamliik
Kuruluslara Degeri  Derecesi Diizeyi Degeri  Derecesi Diizeyi
Uyelik
Sivil Aktif Uyelik yok 137 306 .000 .948 306 .000
Katilim Uyelik var 106 159 .000 959 159 .000
Uyelik yok .105 306 .000 .971 306 .000
Motivasyon ek var 179 159 .000 931 159 .000
iletisim Uyelik yok .088 306 .000 .969 306 .000
Kanallan Uyelik var 096 159 .001 978 159 011
Bireysel Uyelik yok 110 306 .000 .958 306 .000
Karakteristik | .. .
Ozeliler | OYelik var 145 159 .000 935 159 .000

Genglige yonelik calismalarda bulunan kuruluslara tyeligin olup olmamasina gére gencle-
rin siyasal katiim boyutlarinin verilerinin normal dagiim géstermedigi gérilmektedir.

Tablo 10: Yasa Gore Siyasal Katilim Boyutlarinin Normallik Testi

Kolmogorov-Smirnov Shapiro-Wilk

istatistik Serbestlik Anlamhlik istatistik Serbestlik Anlamlilik

Yas Degeri Derecesi Duzeyi Degeri Derecesi Duzeyi
Sivil Aktif  |14-15 | .229 99 .000 890 99 .000
Katilim 16-17 | 124 208 .000 968 208 .000

18-19 | .090 158 003 962 158 .000

14-15 | 142 99 000 933 99 .000
Motivasyon |16-17 A1 208 .000 972 208 .000

18-19 | .186 158 .000 931 158 .000

14-15 | 131 99 .000 914 99 .000
lletigim 16-17 | .073 208 .009 984 208 022
Kanallar

18-19 | .097 158 .001 974 158 .005
Bireysel 14-15 | 213 99 .000 892 99 .000
Karakteristik | ¢ 17 108 208 .000 967 208 .000
Ozellikler

18-19 | .137 158 000 940 158 .000
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Yasa gore genclerin siyasal katihm boyutlarinin verilerinin normal dagihm géstermedigi
gorilmektedir.

Veriler normal dagihm gostermedigi igin hipotezlerin testi igin tek yonli varyans analizi
kullanilamaz. Parametrik olmayan alternatifi olan Kruskal-Wallis H testi (k-6rneklemli) ve
Mann Whitney U testi (2 érneklemli) kullanilir.

Tablo 11: Siyasal Katihm Boyutlarinin Analizi: Egitim-Cinsiyet-Uyelik-Yas

ARSI oo otim et
Ozellikler

Egitim Mann-Whitney U | 22915.000| 24591.000| 22788.500|  22601.500
Wilcoxon W 41251.000| 42927.000| 41124.500|  40937.500

z 2.412 -1.239 -2.497 -2.636

g”\'f‘g:]'l'_l';)k Duzeyi 016 215 013 .008

Cinsiyet Mann-Whitney U | 11188.000| 17832.500| 16582.500|  16631.500
Wilcoxon W 42563.000| 49207.500| 47957.500|  48006.500

z -12.552 -8.456 -9.207 -9.204

g”\'f::]'l'ﬂ)k Diizeyi .000 .000 000 000

Oyelik Mann-Whitney U | 12743.500| 11750.000| 10496.000|  13715.000
Wilcoxon W 64746.500| 63753.000| 62499.000|  65718.000

z -10.331 -10.988|  -11.775 -9.718

(Aznfg'l'llj')k Duizeyi .000 .000 .000 .000

Yas Ki Kare 146.057 163311  156.192 156.617
Serbeslik Derecesi 2 2 2 2

Anlamlilik Diizeyi .000 .000 .000 .000

Hipotez 1: Genclerin egitim gérdiikleri alana gére siyasal katihm egilimleri arasinda
anlamli bir fark yoktur.

Tablo 11’de genclerin siyasal katilim boyutlarindan aktif sivil katilimin, iletisim kanallarinin
ve bireysel karakteristik 6zelliklerin egitim alanlarina gére anlamli bir farkliik gdsterdigi
fakat siyasal katilim boyutlarindan motivasyonun genclerin egitim alanina gdre anlaml bir
farkhlik géstermedigi gériilmektedir. Bu sonuglara gore Hipotez 1 reddedilmistir.
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Tablo 12: Egitim Alanina Gére Genclerin Siyasal Katilimlari

e e T Bireysel
il Motivasyon L] Karakteristik
Katilm Kanallan = .
Ozellikler
Esit Agirlik 2.881521739 3.392427536 2.855362319 2.980905797
Sayisal 2.638638743 3.246649215 2.633455497 2.74539267

Egitim alanina gore genclerin siyasal katilimlari degerlendirildiginde esit agirlikli alanda
egitim goren genglerin sayisal alanda egitim gorenlerden farkl olarak aldiklari Demokrasi
ve Insan Haklari dersinin siyasal katilimlari agisindan bir fark yarattigi gériilmektedir.

Hipotez 2: Genclerin cinsiyetine gére siyasal katilim egilimleri arasinda anlamli bir
fark yoktur.

Tablo 11’de genglerin siyasal katiim boyutlarindan olan aktif sivil katiimin, motivasyonun,
iletisim kanallarinin ve bireysel karakteristik 6zelliklerin cinsiyete gore anlamh bir farklik
gOsterdigi gortlmektedir. Bu sonuglara gére Hipotez 2 reddedilmistir.

Tablo 13: Cinsiyete Gore Genclerin Siyasal Katihmlari

e ot T Bireysel
il Motivasyon lletigim Karakteristik
Katilm LELEET = .
Ozellikler
Kiz 2.18364 2.95908 2.38532 2.48928
Erkek 3.4075 3.760515873 3.157698413 3.316547619

Siyasal katim boyutlarinin ortalamalari cinsiyete gore karsilastiriidiginda erkeklerin siya-
sal katiim egiliminin kizlardan daha fazla oldugu gértlmektedir.

Hipotez 3: Genclerin genclik calismalari yapan kuruluslara lyelik durumlarina gére
siyasal katim egilimleri arasinda anlamii bir fark yoktur.

Tablo 11°de genglerin siyasal katiim boyutlarindan olan aktif sivil katiimin, motivasyonun,
iletisim kanallarinin ve bireysel karakteristik 6zelliklerin genclige yonelik calismalar yapan
kuruluslara Uye olma durumuna gore anlamli bir farkllik gésterdigi gérilmektedir. Bu so-
nuclara gére Hipotez 3 reddedilmigtir.

Tablo 14: Genglere Yonelik Calismalar Yapan Kuruluslara Uyelik Durumuna Gore
Gengclerin Siyasal Katihmlari

e e P Bireysel
Gl Motivasyon LCibl Karakteristik
Katilm Kanallan -- .
Ozellikler
Uyelik yok 2.416801242 2.976428571 2.405776398 2.570465839
Uyelik var 3.492808989 4.054325843 3.426460674 3.498483146
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Gengclerin genclere yonelik calismalar yapan kuruluslara Uye olmalarinin siyasal katiim
egilimlerini arttirdigr gériilmektedir.

Hipotez 4: Genclerin yaslarina gére siyasal katihm egilimleri arasinda anlamli bir
fark yoktur.

Orneklemdeki genclerin yaslan 14-15, 16-17 ve 18-19 olmak iizere 3 gruptan olustugu
icin hipotez testi icin Kruskal Wallis H Testi uygulanmistir. Tablo 11’de genclerin siyasal
katiim boyutlarindan olan aktif sivil katimin, motivasyonun, iletisim kanallarinin ve bi-
reysel karakteristik 6zelliklerin yasa gére anlamli bir farklilik gésterdigi gorilmektedir. Bu
sonuglara gore Hipotez 4 reddedilmistir.

Tablo 15: Yasa Gore Genclerin Siyasal Katihmlari

e o P Bireysel
il Motivasyon lletigim Karakteristik
Katilm Kanallan P .
Ozellikler
14-15 1.825048544 2.28776699 1.981359223 2.061650485
16-17 2.725714286 3.326383929 2.6465625 2.753035714
18-19 3.4632 4.038114286 3.400914286 3.594628571

14-15 yas araligindaki genglerin siyasal katiim egilimlerinin diisik oldugu ve genclerin
yaslar arttikga siyasal katim egilimlerinin de arttigi gériimektedir.

4. Tartisma ve Oneriler

Arastirma 6zellikle ginimizde degisen ve gelisen yeni diinyanin temel kosullarinin etkileri
ve Ozellikle toplumlarin gelecegi olan genglerin anlasiimasi bakimindan énem arz etmek-
tedir. Bu tUr calismalarin surekli bir sekilde farkli érneklemler kullanilarak yapiimasinin
gelecek politikalar agisindan kritik bir énem tagimaktadir. Ozellikle gencler temel tutumla-
rinin gelisim dénemlerindeki algilarinin izlenmesi genclik stratejilerine yénelik politika ya-
pimcilarina dogru strateji gelistirmede dnemli katki saglayacaktir. Genglerin temel gelisim
¢aginda kendilerinin toplumun ve siyasal yapinin bir parcasi olduklarinin hissetmelerinin
saglanmasinda daha dinamik bir genclik politikalarina ihtiya¢ oldugu goértlmektedir. Bu
cercevede 6zellikle arastirma bulgularinin temel sonuclarini degerlendirirken ¢ seviyede
glcli tasanm ve calisma yapilmasina ihtiyagc oldugu goérilmektedir. Calismanin temel
olarak ortaya koydugu sonuglar birgcok boyut agisindan literatir ile paralellik géstermek-
tedir. Birinci olarak, egitim politikalari ve stratejileri cok dnemli olmasina ragmen genglerin
katiim ve proaktif olmalari yéniinde istenilen katkiyi saglamadigi gériilmektedir. Ozellikle
egitim iceriklerinin genclerin gelisim ve liderlik 6zelliklerini gelistirici bir cergevede gelis-
tirilmesine ihtiyag duyulmaktadir. Orta 6gretim ve lise caginda genglerin katim ve toplu-
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mun gelecegine isik tutacak idealist kltlrtn veriimesi ve genclerin gelecegin énemli bir
parcasi olduklarinin saglayacak girisimlerin desteklenmesi gerekmektedir. ikinci olarak
ozellikle kiz 6grencilerin katiim siirecleri ile ilgili olarak daha ¢ok destek ve egitime ihtiyac
duyduklar ve bu cercevede desteklenmeleri gerekmektedir. Kamunun genglerin himanist
ve sosyal sorumluluk bilincini gelistirici sivil toplum kuruluslarina destek vererek bunu egi-
tim ve 6gretimin bir parcasi haline getirmesi gerekmektedir. Bu ¢ercevede okullarda olus-
turulacak cevre, kamusal bilin¢ ve sosyal duyarlilik ¢calismalar alaninda ad hoc érgitlen-
meler ile genclere katilimcilik tutumu gelistirecek girisimlerin baslatiimasinin buyik énemi
vardir. Son olarak her yasa 6zgu egitim, malzeme ve gelistirici faaliyetler ile genclerin
kiresel dlgekte gelismelerine yonelik yapi ve érgutlenmelere ihtiyac oldugu gérilmektedir.
Ozellikle merkezi ve yerel politika yapicilarin karar mekanizmalarinda bu alanlara yénelik
girisimlerde bulunmalari blylk énem tasimaktadir. Organizasyonel, yapisal ve egitimsel
alanda yapilacak diizenlemeler ile daha giigli ve etkin genclerin yetismesi saglanacaktir.

Bunlarin yaninda genclerde siyaset, demokrasi ve adalet bilinci olusturacak hizmetlerin
duyurulmasi ve teknolojinin destedi ile ilgi ¢ekici hale getirilmesi gerekmektedir. Gencle-
rin ufuklarini agici eg@itim icerikleri gelistiriimesi gerekmektedir. Genclerin éniine hedefler
konulmali ve bu hedefleri gerceklestirmeleri icin genclere sorumluluklar verilmelidir. Geng-
lik katihmini saglayacak olan mevzuatlar genclerin ileri de hayatta daha ¢ok katimlarini
saglayacak ve tesvik edecek sekilde gelistiriimelidir. Bu anlamda STK’lar ve faaliyetleri
daha erigilebilir hale getiriimelidir. Genclerin katilima ilgilerini arttirmak i¢in programlar ya-
pilmalidir. Genglerin siyasal slireclere katilimini 6zendirmek i¢in sdylemler genclere hi-
tap edecek sekilde secilmelidir. Gengler ihtiyag duyduklari bilgilere tam sahip olduklarina
inandiklarinda daha fazla katihm gdstermek isteyeceklerdir. Genglere ihtiyagc duyduklari
bilgileri 6grenmelerini saglayacak kaynaklar sunmalidirlar. Bunun yaninda siyasiler tavir-
lar, duristllkleri, gérevlerindeki liyakatlari ve secim sirasinda verilen sozleri yerine getir-
meleri ile genclere rol model olmalidir. Bunun yaninda genclerin oy vermeye bakis agilari
degistiriimelidir. Oy kullanmanin sadece bir vatandagslik gérevi olarak gértilmesinin éniine
gecilerek genclere oy kullanarak Ulkenin gelecegini degistirebilecek s6z hakkina sahip
oldugu inanci yerlestiriimelidir. Bdylece genclere oy kullanarak sorunlarini ve isteklerini
duyurabileceklerine dair ve degisim yaratmaya dair umut verilmelidir. Fakat genel itibari
ile genclik katilimi icin yeterli aracglara sahip olunmadigi ve iletisim aginin gli¢gsiiz oldugu
gorulmektedir. Genclere secim surecleri ile ilgili bilgi saglanir, segim sistemleri ile ilgili
egitimler verilir, kisacasi ihtiyaclar ve beklentileri karsilanirsa siyasal sireclere dahil olma
motivasyonlar artacak ve gelecekte kurumsal gencglik yapilanmalari ortaya konabilecek-
tir. Politika yapicilar genglik katiimini destekleyici stratejiler geligtirerek eylem planlarini
gencleri de dUslUnerek hazirlamali ve faaliyete gecirmelidir.
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Genglik katilimini destekleyecek en 6nemli konulardan biri de maddi ve manevi tesvikler-
dir. Son yillarda Turkiye’de bu ¢ercevede genclere sunulan firsatlar &niimizdeki surecte
genglerin katilimcilidi konusunda ¢ok daha etkin sonuclar ortaya koyacaktir. Saglanan
tesvik ve destekler gencleri katilim konusunda y&nlendirecek onlara uygulama usull ve
becerilerini nasil kullanacaklar konusunda yol gdsterecektir. Bu sayede 6rgltlenme, aktif
bir hayata gecme ve dlslincelerini usulen nasil harekete gecireceklerini 6grenmig olma-
larina katki saglayacaktir. Okullarda 6gretmenler genclere kogluk yapmali ve faydali et-
kinlikler tasarimlamalidirlar. Siyasi hayati tanimalari amaciyla vatandaslk, demokrasi ve
adalet bilinci okullarda asilanmalidir. Genclere sorumluluk verilmelidir. Yonetim ve idari
konularda talep ve gorUsleri alinarak, 6grenci temsilcilikleri kurularak karar verme sireg-
lerine katma calismalari yapilmalidir. Ozellikle genclerin bulusup bir araya gelebilecegi
yenilikgilik mekanlari dogrudan genclerin kendi Urettikleri projelere iliskin kampanyalar,
faaliyetler, galistaylar, egitimler ve film gdsterileri diizenleyerek yenilikgi fikirlerini birbirleri
ile paylagsmalari saglanmalidir.
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Youth Political Participation:
Sample of Sirnak

Emel Altin*
Murat Kasimoglu**

This study aims to determine the factors affecting the political participation of young peo-
ple in Sirnak city center. This study is important for the determination of political interest
and political participation types of young people. The research question of this study is
“What factors affect the political participation dimensions of 14-19 year-old young people
and their participation levels?” Quantitative research methods have been applied in the
research. Descriptive and comparative analysis were used as research design. The study
was carried out using the literature (Yates and Youniss, 1998: 510; Flanagan and Faison,
2001:4-9, Albanesi, Cicognani and Zani, 2007:402-403; Zaff, Malanchuk, and Eccles,
2008:42-43; Hawkins et.al., 2009:92; Altin and Kasimoglu, 2016), expert opinions and
participatory observation methods. The study was designed with the data obtained from
the process which includes the views of experts in three different EU member countries,
the views of experts in Turkey, and youth participation within the framework of the project
supported by EU. The participating experts were chosen among NGO activists, lectur-
ers, politicians and educators with international experience and accumulation in youth
and cultural research. The project was conducted under the leadership of WALD (World
Local Government and Democracy Foundation). A scale is developed based on the data
obtained from the research design of this project. The scale was applied to young peo-
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ple between the ages of 14-19, in Multi-Programmed High School in Sirnak City Center
which has 1789 students between the dates of 2 and 16 November 2015. A total of 700
questionnaires were applied and 502 valid feedbacks were provided. The students at the
9th and 10th grade in this high school were excluded from research, because the stu-
dents have not been classified according to their fields of education. Scale results were
evaluated in five categories using the SPSS v23 statistical program. The demographic
characteristics of the young people (age, education field, gender) are discussed in the
first of the categories. There is evidence in the literature that the income level, the level
of education and social status of the family have an effect on young people’s political
orientation and civic participation, party determinations and political participation (Jen-
nings, Stoker and Bowers, 2009: 783; Verba, Schlozman and Burns, 2003: 7 Kroh and
Selb, 2009: 1). However, the absence of questions about the young people’s family in
this study is considered a limitation of this study. In the second and third categories, the
duration of their membership and the duration of their active presence in the organization
were analyzed. By analyzing the second and third categories of the measurement, young
people’s motivation of political participation and their ability of transforming this political
participation into action have been analyzed. While the perception of political participa-
tion of young people in the fourth category is discussed, the evaluation of the cultural
and individual characteristics of young people in the fifth category takes place. The scale
was assessed using descriptive and inferential statistical methods. Analytical tables were
created for each factor.

The political participation tendencies of young people were gathered under four dimen-
sions as communication channels, individual characteristics, motivation and active civil
participation. The dimension names of scale were set out through the youth participation
model of Altin and Kasimoglu (2016). They reviewed the literature to conceptualize the
socio-economic and political participation tendencies of young people. It is seen that
the literature review of this research confirms the youth participation model of Altin and
Kasimoglu (2016). The gender, age and educational area of young people, their mem-
bership to organizations engaged in studies for youth, the duration of participation in
voluntary activities, the characteristics and perceptions of young people’s political partic-
ipation are examined in the study. When the literature is examined, it is seen that young
people’s political learning processes are shaped according to their political attitudes,
behaviors, age, experiences and the environmental conditions they are in (Hart et al.
2004: 593). When examined in terms of age, young people’s political apathy can be seen
as normal (Delli Carpini, 2000:341-346; Quantilier, 2007:165; Qdegard and Berglund,
2008:598). The young people have inadequate experience in the ages between 14 and 19
about political participation, because their priorities are maturation, education, career and
partnering. The curriculum of different educational areas (Quantitative/Equal Weighted)
in high schools are important for young people to form political consciousness. It is ex-
pected that the lack of human rights and democracy lesson in the quantitative education
curriculum will make significant differences in the perceptions of political participation of
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young people who do not take this lesson and the ones who take it. In addition, partici-
pation to voluntary activities or membership to organizations engaged studies for youth
are expected to make a meaningful difference in terms of political participation (Neundorf
and Smets, 2015:8-9; Flanagan and Faison, 2001:11). It is also seen that the percep-
tions of political participation of young boys are more developed than young girls (Eccles
and Barber, 1999: 16-18; Gordon, 2008:32). Finally, membership experiences in political
youth organizations (e.g., service organizations, student council, drama clubs, musical
groups, and religious organizations) have significant and positive effects on political par-
ticipation of youth. These voluntary actions and organizations may create new political
participation types (Farthing, 2010: 191).

The hypotheses of this study are given below:

H1: There is no significant difference between the tendencies of political participa-
tion of young people according to their educational field.

H2: There is no significant difference between the tendencies of political participa-
tion of young people according to their gender.

H3: There is no significant difference between the tendencies of political participa-
tion of young people according to their membership to organizations engaged in
activities related to youth.

H4: There is no significant difference between the tendencies of political participa-
tion of young people according to their age.

1. Methodology

In this research, quantitative research methods have been applied to determine the di-
mensions of political participation for young people aged between 14 and 19 in Sirnak
City Center in the last quarter of 2015 and also it has been endeavored to determine
whether young people’s demographic properties (gender, age and education fields) and
their membership to organizations engaged in activities related to youth constitutes a
significant difference on their political participation. The data used in the analysis were
collected by applying survey technique. Ryan’s (1995) model was used to determine the
sample size in the study in which the random sampling method was used. In the last quar-
ter of 2015, there are a total of 1789 high school students in Sirnak Multi-Programmed
High School between 14-19 years of age. The young people in 9th and 10th grade class-
es were excluded from the survey because their educational field has not been specified.
It is found that 379 pieces of data are adequate for research analysis when Ryan’s formula
is applied to determine the number of samples to represent the total young people in 14-
19 age group at Sirnak City Center. In order to increase the validity and reliability of the
study, 700 questionaire forms were filled by young people who are at 11th and 12th grade
classes with the help of their teachers between the dates of 2-16 November 2015. 502
valid return was provided.
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First of all, reliability and validity analysis were performed, then explanatory factor anal-
ysis and basic component analysis were achieved and this featured the study as an
empirically focused study on the political participation perceptions of young people in
Sirnak where is in development process. As a result, four factors were determined for
political participation of youth. Then, each factor in the measurement was analyzed with
descriptive statistical methods. Finally, it has been tested whether it created a difference
between demographic properties (gender, age and educational field) and membership to
organizations engaged in activities related to youth on perception of young people about
political participation. Non-parametric statistical tests were used while hypotheses were
tested because the data were not normally distributed. The analysis of the scale were
invekstigated in SPSS v.23.

2. Results
Descriptive Analysis:

252 (50.2%) young boys and 250 (49.8%) young girls were randomly selected. The num-
ber of young people in the age range of 14-15 years was 103 (20.5%), the number of
young people in the age range of 16-17 was 224 (44.6%) and the number of young people
in the age range of 18-19 was 175 (34.9%). 276 (55%) of the young people included in
the sampling were educated in ‘equal weighted field’ while 191 (38%) were educated in
‘mathematics and science field’. The remaining 35 young people (7%) did not mention
their educational field. 322 young people (64.1%) did not have any membership to organ-
izations engaged in activities related to youth and 178 of them (35,5%) had a membership
to organizations engaged in activities related to youth in the sampling. The remaining
0.4% did not specify whether or not they had a membership to organizations engaged in
activities related to youth. As the ages of young people increase, it seems that their mem-
berships to organizations engaged in activities related to youth also increases. While 2%
of young people between the ages of 14-15 have memberships to organizations engaged
activities related to youth, 6% of young people between the ages of 16-17 have member-
ships to organizations engaged activities related to youth. Besides, 5,6% of young people
between the ages of 18-19 have memberships to organizations engaged activities related
to youth. It was found that there is a significant difference between boys and girls in re-
spect to a membership to organizations engaged activities related to youth. While male
membership rate was 31.1%, this rate was 4,4% for girls. While 18.7% of young people
who are educated in ‘equal weighted field’ had memberships to organizations engaged
in voluntary activities, 12.9% of young people who are educated in ‘mathematics and
science field’ had memberships to organizations engaged in voluntary activities. A total
of 50 young people gave answer to the question about the membership of organizations
engaged in voluntary activities. Their average membership duration was 8.6 months. A
total of 30 young people gave answer to the question of active participation in an activity.
Their average duration of being active in these activities was 11.3 months.
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Validity and Reliability Analysis:

The reliability coefficient of the study (Cronbach Alpha) was 0.777. It was determined that
the selected sample has significant power to represent the universe because Barlett test
value was 1614,909 and Barlett test is significant at the .05 significance level (p = .000
<0.05). Then factor analysis was performed to identify factors for validity procedures. The
principal component analysis was carried out in order to determine the factor structures. It
was found that KMO value was acceptable (KMO value=0.771) for analysis. The total vari-
ance amount of the four factors explained was 62.373%. The variance amounts explained
by the factors were determined as 27.622% for the first factor, 13.061% for the second fac-
tor, 11.837% for the third factor and 9.853% for the fourth factor. The results of the Varimax
Rotation Analysis to determine the distribution of factors were presented in the table below.

Table 1: Realibility and Validity Results of Scale

Dimensions Questions

Active Civil
Participation
Motivation
Channels
Personel
Characteristics
Cronbach a of
Dimensions
Cronbach a of
Scale

Communication

In the society, young people are given
the right to speak about decision- .821
making.

Active Civil Young people are actively involved in

Participation | the policy making process 787 0739

There are opportunities for young
people to participate in decision- .758
making mechanisms

Having a good youth organization

brings out participation opportunities 751
Young people have the right to 770
Motivation participate in the electoral process ’ 0.679

Young people have the right to be
included in social media campaigns .752
during the election process.

The main channels (public institutions T77
and organizations, NGOs and local 813
governments) are in communication for ’
the participation of young people.

Communication channels and new
media (internet environment) are 767
involved in the collaboration about the ’ 0.696
participation of young people

Communication
Channels

Relationships between youth
participation and civil society support .631
participation

Young people have good relationships

with decision makers 633

Freedom and participation .866
Frugality .829 | .812
Perseverance 797

Personel
Characteristics
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Active Civil Participation: As civil activities increase in a society, voting in elections loses
its importance as a political participation activity. It is expected that young people who
are members of voluntary associations will have higher political participation in the future.
The involvement of young people in non-school activities encourages young people for
political involvement in the future, especially in volunteer organizations, developing their
representation skills, speaking in public forums, and building community identity (Eccles
and Barber 1999: 11). The voluntary activities which are attended by young people repre-
sent a social learning process for political participation. Out-of-school volunteer activities
have a long-term impact (7 to 10 years) on the political participation of young people in
the long run (McFarland and Thomas, 2006: 405). In situations where schools cannot
meet the needs of students, NGOs actively take part in helping young people identify
common interests, engage peers in action, and work in the community to change power
relationships in ways that result in meaningful institutional change (Mitra, Serriere and
Kirshner, 2014: 294). It has emerged that young people in Europe have less formal politi-
cal participation. In fact, young people are not indifferent to political participation. Instead
of participating in policy production mechanisms, youth prefer to be political consumers
and prefer to participate more unorganized political activities and online political plat-
forms. The Internet provides youth with the opportunity to obtain information, to provide
new documents, to communicate with institutions, organizations, policy makers and local
administrations. Young people do not follow politicians but follow political events (Pilking-
ton and Pollock, 2015: 4-5). In the United States, high schools support youth participa-
tion in policy making by scholarship support policy. Youth participation in American high
schools takes place in three platforms: youth activism, youth leadership and participation
in class meetings. The collective actions performed by young people to challenge the
injustices they face in their schools or in their neighborhoods may turn into political par-
ticipation in the future. In Sweden, students organize class meetings by creating a council
called the Circle Clock to participate in discussions on the main activities of schools
including teaching, learning and classroom or school-wide decision-making practices.
At these meetings, while gaining multi-faceted thinking skills by making researches and
developing practices in the fields of social studies and civil education, they try to discover
ways to give decisions about their life and society and to solve the problems of the world.
In situations where schools cannot respond to the needs of young people, NGOs actively
help them identify their common interests, enable peers to mobilize each other, and work
in the community to change power relationships in ways that result in meaningful insti-
tutional change (Mitra, Serriere and Kirshner, 2014: 294). In Sirnak, it is seen that young
people between the ages of 14 and 19 in the city center (mean of item=2,71) were not
sufficiently given the right to speak about decision-making. Young people were not ac-
tively involved in decision-making processes (mean of item=2,96), and the opportunities
for young people to participation were not enough (mean of item=2,73).
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Motivation: Youth programs and volunteer activities are also influential in creating re-
sponsibilities for young people, communicating with adults, acquiring new skills, ex-
pressing themselves better, and building social awareness about participation as well
as political participation awareness (Wood et al., 2009: 300-303). The permanence of or-
ganized programs enhances voluntary participation while developing social dialogue with
non-governmental organizations and public institutions (McFarland and Thomas, 2006:
421, Yates and Youniss, 1998: 500-501). Farthing (2010: 188-190) presented an empirical
study on the ways that young fun political forms of action can be incorporated into the
practice of cultural leisure in order to increase the political tendecies of young people.
While young people prefer to be away from contemporary political unrest, music is more
involved in non-traditional political participation, such as organizing dance events, sym-
bolic actions and protests. The application of non-traditional forms of political participa-
tion in new social movements provides for the creation of communication opportunities
where more inclusive and comprehensive discussions of politics take place. Education
provides opportunities for exploring alternative ideas about the community, building sol-
idarity networks, decision-making and planning for future actions especially in Australia,
Canada and Britain (Wilkinson and Mulgan, 1995: 99-100). In Sirnak City Center, young
people have the motivation to increase participation tendencies when they have a good
youth organization (mean of item=3,22). Young people were aware of their rights to par-
ticipate in the electoral process (mean of item=3,57) and tended to participate in social
media campaigns (mean of item=3,30).

Communication Channels: Local governments use the political participation of young
people as a bridge to achieve their political system goals. In addition, Civil Society Or-
ganizations and city councils serve this purpose in the business association with local
governments (Ozer, 2011: 55-57). Media and communication channels also have an im-
portant impact on the creation of political awareness (Rashid and Gao, 2012: 186). Be-
cause the media is a resource for young people to learn about various political events, a
misconceptualization shows that young people who use remote media and communica-
tion channels have a greater awareness of political events and are closely interested in
political events of the recent past (Bakker and de Vresse, 2011: 458-460). The participa-
tion in civil associations as well as the access to the media and communication channels
can also lead to information sharing. More importantly, non-governmental organizations
can encourage trust and co-operation and, with the help of development projects and
they can encourage young people to acquire leadership qualities in political parties in the
future and to engage more with politics, democracy and citizenship issues (Rashid and
Gao, 2012: 186). It may make the political participation of young people more possible in
the future, include the voting of members and create the sense of belonging that political
parties will develop (McFarland and Thomas, 2010: 8-9). However, main communication
channels such as public institutions and organizations, NGOs and local governments that
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turn the motivation of young people into participation in Sirnak City Center seemed to be
weak (mean of item=2,51). Although the participation of young people and civil society
relationships supported participation (mean of item=3,05), the activities that young peo-
ple can actively participate in were not enough (mean of item=2,67). It seemed that the
relationships that young people had with decision makers are not good enough (mean of
item=2,87).

Personal Characteristics: Discarding traditions leads to the creation of more individual-
ized lifestyles and policies by changing the relationship between the individual and so-
ciety. Today’s young people have a high self-esteem, an individualistic view of events, a
lack of loyalty and impatience (Bozkus, 2009). Instead of using physical spaces, youth
prefer to express their ideas using internet technology and virtual networks (The Smart
Work, 2009). They are less concerned with policy and democratic systems (Delli Carpini,
2000: 341; Henn, Weinstein and Wring, 2002: 185). The political indifference of young
people derives from the life cycle of political participation, from youth’s postmodern po-
litical forms of participation and from youth’s political perceptions and attitudes (Quintel-
ier, 2007: 166-170). Characteristically, the freedom and participation tendencies of youth
were expected to be higher at digital age, however, this tendency was seen to remain
intermediate level in Sirnak (mean of item=2,98). It was also seen that the participation of
young people did not show continuity and they were not frugal (mean of item=2,88) and
perseverance (mean of item=2,86) enough to use efficiently the available resources for
their participation.

Hypothesis Tests:

Prior to the testing of hypotheses, it was determined whether the dimensions of the po-
litical participation scale were appropriate for normal distribution. According to Kolmogo-
rov-Smirnov test results, it was understood that the average values of the dimensions of
political participation were not normalyl distributed according to age, gender, educational
field and membership to organizations engaged in activities related to youth (p = 0.000
<=0.05). Therefore, one-way analysis of variance could not be used to test hypotheses.
Instead of one-way analysis of variance, the nonparametric Kruskal-Wallis H test (k-sam-
ple) and Mann Whitney U test (2 samples) were used.
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Table 2: Analysis of Political Participation Dimensions: Education Field-Gender-
Membership-Age

Active Civil Motivation Communication Personal
Participation Channels Characteristics
Education Mann-Whitney U 22915.000 | 24591.000 22788.500 22601.500
Wilcoxon W 41251.000 | 42927.000 41124.500 40937.500
z -2.412 -1.239 -2.497 -2.636
Significance Level
(2-Tailed) .016 215 .013 .008
Gender Mann-Whitney U 11188.000 | 17832.500 16582.500 16631.500
Wilcoxon W 42563.000 | 49207.500 47957.500 48006.500
z -12.552 -8.456 -9.207 -9.204
Significance Level
(2-Tailed) .000 .000 .000 .000
Membership | Mann-Whitney U 12743.500 | 11750.000 10496.000 13715.000
Wilcoxon W 64746.500 | 63753.000 62499.000 65718.000
4 -10.331 -10.988 -11.775 -9.718
Significance Level
(2-Tailed) .000 .000 .000 .000
Age Chi-Square 146.057 163.311 156.192 156.617
Degrees of Freedom 2 2 2 2
Significance Level
(2-Tailed) .000 .000 .000 .000

According to these results, all hypotheses were rejected. Only motivation of young people
did noy differ significantly to education field. This means that youth’s motivation may turn
into participation when restructuring works have finished in Sirnak and when facilities
have become completely active for cultural and sportive activities, art and out of school
curriculum education. Active civil participation, motivation, communication channels and
personal characteristics, which are the political participation dimensions of young peo-
ple, differ significantly according to education field, gender, age and membership to or-
ganizations engaged in activities related to youth.
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Table 3: Political Participation of Youth: Education Field-Gender -Membership-Age

Active Civil Communication Personal

Motivation
Participation Channels Characteristics

Education Equal

Field weighted 2.881 3.392 2.855 2.980
Quantitative 2.638 3.246 2.633 2.745
Gender Female 2.183 2.959 2.385 2.489
Male 3.407 3.760 3.157 3.316
Membership | Having no
membership 2.416 2.976 2.405 2.570
Have a
membership 3.492 4.054 3.426 3.498
Age Range | 14-15 1.825 2.287 1.981 2.061
16-17 2.725 3.326 2.646 2.753
18-19 3.463 4.038 3.400 3.594

When the political participations of young people were evaluated according to the educa-
tion fields, it was seen that the young people who were educated on the ‘equal weighted
field’ their political participation because of taking Democracy and Human Rights course
showed higher than the young people who were educated on the ‘mathematics and sci-
ence field’. When the political participation of young people was compared according to
their sex, it was seen that the tendency of boys to political participation is higher than that
of girls. The membership of young people to organizations engaged in activities related
to youth seemed to increase their tendency to political participation. It was observed that
the tendency of political participation of young people aged between 14 and 15 years
was low and the tendency of political participation increased as young people grew older.

3. Discussion and Suggestions

The results of the study are basically parallel to the literature in terms of many dimensions.
First, although youth education policies and strategies are crucial, it seems that young
people do not make the desired contribution towards participation and pro-activeness. In
particular, there is a need to develop educational content in a framework that promotes
the development and leadership characteristics of young people. Secondly, in particular,
girls need to be supported in this framework and a training regarding their accession pro-
cess. It is necessary that young people are supported by civil society organizations that
develop humanistic and social responsibility awareness for the public and make it a part of
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education and training. In this context, it is very important to have initiatives that develop
ad hoc organizations in the field of environment, public awareness and social sensitivity
studies to create participation attitudes of young people in the schools. Finally, it seems
that there is a need for structures and organizations for the development of young people
on a global scale with every age-specific education, materials and development activities.
Particularly in central and local policy makers’ decision-making mechanisms, it is of great
importance to take initiatives in these fields. Organizational, structural and educational
arrangements should be made to train young people more efficiently and effectively. In
addition to these, by the announcement of services through the support of technology,
the interest of youth should be attracted to politics, democracy and justice. Open edu-
cational contents need to be developed for young people. Some targets have to be put
in front of young people and responsibilities should be given to young people to achieve
these goals. In short, if the needs and expectations of youth are met, their motivation for
inclusion in political processes will increase and future institutional youth structures will
be revealed. Policy makers should develop strategies to support youth participation and
prepare and plan action plans about young people by taking them into consideration. The
number of innovation spaces where young people can meet and come together should
be increased and innovative ideas that can be shared by organizing campaigns, activities,
workshops, trainings and film shows for the projects should be provided.
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Abstract

Youth is a period that includes substantial changes. In this period, the individual experiences a
transition from the child body to the adult body. In other words, the young person experiences body
changes and development. While the body is biologically changing during this period, it is socio-
logically important that how this change is carried out on social and cultural terms. At this point the
reason for young people’s desire to have a weak body will be explained over the meaning of having
a weak body. For this purpose, the meaning and importance of losing weight will be examined in
the context of socio-cultural explanations. This research is a qualitative research which conducted
in-depth interviews with young people who were overweight and then lost weight or are still trying to
lose weight. The research explains the meaning of having a weak body for young people based on
the expressions of these young people. As a result, it’s decided that having a weak body for young
people means reaching out to a body expected by society, maintaining a healthy life, found to be
attractive, loving their body, thinking they are beautiful, having self-confidence, and finding clothes
that reflects themselves.

Keywords: Youth, Being Weak, Body, Qualitative Research, Indepth Interview

Sosyoloji literatiriinde genclik dénemi kronolojik bir donem olarak ele alinmak yerine,
yavas yavas aileden uzaklasilarak arkadas gruplarina dahil olabilmenin énem tasidigi,
romantik iliskilerin yasandigi, sorumluluklarinin farklilastigi, bedene yoénelik dikkatin yo-
gunlastigi dénem olarak ele alinmaktadir. Nitekim Burcu (1997, s. 11) gencligi, cocuk-
lukla yetigkinlik donemi arasinda yer alan hizli bir gecis déneminin yasandidi, fizyolojik,
psikolojik ve sosyolojik degismelerin bu dénemde yogunlastigi bir sosyal kategori olarak
tanimlamistir. Gegis déneminde genclerin farkli sorunlarla karsi karsiya kaldigr kabul edil-
mektedir. Bu dénemde genc kizlardan ve genc erkeklerden beklenilen bedensel 6zellikler
sosyo-kultirel olarak farklilasabilmektedir. Bu arastirmada gencin zayif bedene sahip
olabilmeyi istemesi, zayifliga verilen anlamin sosyo-kiltlrel olarak insa edilmesi tizerinden
ortaya ¢ikarmay! konu edinmektedir.

Kiltirel olarak gence génderilen mesajlar genc tarafindan igsellestirilebilmekte ve geng
tarafindan yasadigi toplumdan uzak diismemek adina davranisa dénlsebilmektedir. Gii-
niimlzde ideal olarak sunulan Batili glzellik idealleri gen¢ kizlarda zayif ve ince, erkek-
lerde ise gUclU ve kasli beden seklindedir. Bu bedensel &zelliklere sahip olabilmek icin
gengler beslenme aliskanligini degistirme, asiri spor yapma veya operasyonlara bagvura-
rak bedenlerini sekillendirmeye galismaktadirlar. Fie (2008, s. 20) tarafindan kiltirel olarak
modern toplumda zayif olmaya verilen 6nem Uzerinde durularak kadinlara yonelik glizellik
idealinin zayiflama davranisina neden oldugu vurgulanmaktadir. Kasper (1998) ise kadin-
lara rol modelleri tarafindan gorsel olarak ¢ekici ve zayif olma mesaji génderildigini belir-
terek kadinlardan beklenen kilo verme ¢abasinin kultlrel bir norm oldugunu ifade etmistir.
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Bati kultirinde, 6zellikle Amerika’da, zayif olmak; cekicilik, glzellik ve saglkl olmak
ile iliskilendirilirken, obezite ise, kalp hastaliklarina yatkinlk, glicstiiz olmak veya kendini
kontrol edememek ve c¢ekici olmamak ile iliskilendiriimektedir (Feingold, 1990; Marlowe
vd., 1996; Pingitore vd., 1994; Popkin ve Udry 1998; Stunkard, 1996 akt. Walcott, Pratt
ve Patel 2003).

Diger taraftan zayif olmak saglikl olmakla iliskilendirilerek bireylere zayif olmalari yéniinde
mesajlar verilmektedir. Ornegin Hastalik Koruma ve Onleme Merkezleri (Centers for Di-
sease Control and Prevention 2003) ve Strauss ve Pollack (2001) tarafindan Amerika’da
cocuklar ve gencler arasinda kilo aliminin arttigi vurgulanarak bu durumun ulusal diizeyde
bir halk saglidi sorunu oldugu belirtilmistir (akt. Haff, 2009)

Bununla birlikte sosyo-kiiltirel aciklamalarda ideallestiriimis zayiflik ve ¢ekicilik konusu-
nun; feminist teoriler, toplumsal cinsiyet-rol sosyalizasyonu ve kitle iletisim araglar teme-
linde sekillendigini Heinberg (1997) vurgulamistir.

Belirtilenler baglaminda kulttirlin insan bedeninin sekillenmesinde dnem tasimakta oldugu
sdylenebilir. Bu baglamda bu arastirmada zayifligin / zayif bedene sahip olabilme istegi-
nin yalnizca bireysel bir tercih olarak ele alinmamasi ve sosyolojik olarak zayif bedene sa-
hip olmanin anlamini genglerin diinyalarindan derinlemesine olarak anlamaya calismistir.

Yapilan Arastirmalar Uzerinden Zayiflama istegine Bakis

Yapilan literatlr taramalarinda, zayiflamak ve zayif bedene sahip olmakla ilgili olarak ya-
pilan arastirmalarin dncelikle beden bashg@i altinda farkli disiplinler tarafindan yapildigi
sdylenebilir. Her disiplin kendine ait bakis acisi ve metodolojisiyle konuyu ele almis ve bu
nedenlerle de odaklandiklari noktalarda farklilagsmalar oldugu goriimdstar.

Medikal acidan yapilan arastirmalarda (Alemdar 2016, Demirel vd., 2005, Gimus 2014;
Hamurcu vd., 2015, Ozkan 2017) bireyi kilo almaya iten nedenler, hormonal bozukluklar, ki-
lonun bireyin yasaminda yaratti§i / yaratabilecegi sorunlar, yeme aligkanliklari ve kilo verme
nedenlerine odaklanilmistir. Sosyal bilimler perspektifinden psikoloji disiplini tarafindan ya-
pilan arastirmalarda Cihan ve Bozo (2012), Demiralp vd., (2015), Haspolat ve Kagan (2017),
Kartal Yagiz vd., (2016) ve Okumusoglu (2017) ise kilolu olmay depresyon ve bireyin bede-
ninden duydugu memnuniyetsizlik baglaminda yalnizlik cergevesinde ele almiglardir.

Diger taraftan sosyolojik olarak yapilan arastirmalarda (Erden, 2011; Isik, 1998; Nazl,
2004; 2005; 2006) tarihsel olarak beden kavrami ele alinmis ve bedenin sosyal ingasi
tizerinde durulmustur. Ornegin Nazli (2005, s. 74) arastirmasinda hem Durkheim hem de
Simmel’e gdre, farkliliklarina ragmen beden kavraminin, toplumsal yasamin kurulma-
sinda énemli bir ara¢ oldugunu belirtmistir. Toplumsal yasamin kaynagi olan, toplum-
sal semboller ve etkilesim formlariyla damgalanan, deneyimleriyle toplumsal ve kultlrel
formlar olusturan ‘beden’in, bireyleri toplumsal yasama baglantilandirmakta oldugu
ifade edilmistir.
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Arastirmanin asil odagi olan zayiflama/ zayif bedene sahip olma istegine sosyolojik agidan
odaklanan aragtirmalarda Demiray ve Calisir (2016), Giinindi-Erséz (2010), Ozcan-Demir
vd., (2004), Sensoy (2013), Ulusoy vd., (2003) ise bireyin zayiflamak istemesinin nedenleri
ve kilolu olmanin bireyin sosyal yasamina getirdigi sonuglar tzerinde durulmaktadir. Bu
arastirmalarda; gencin kilolu olmasi ve/veya zayiflamak istemesinin nedenleri; aile, akran
grubu ve tiketim odaginda medyadaki sdylemler gibi faktodrler baglaminda ele alinmistir.
Ornegin bedendeki degisimi tiiketim baglaminda ele alan arastirmalardan biri olan G-
nindi-Ers6z (2010), tiketim toplumunda bedenin de bir tiiketim nesnesi haline geldigini
ifade ederek bedenin kendisine dayatilan glzel, zayif ve seksi dzellikleri barindirmasi ge-
rektigini sifir beden kavrami ¢ercevesinde degerlendirmistir.

Diger taraftan sosyolojik anlamda yanlis beslenme aliskanligi nedeniyle yeme bozuklugu
gibi bireyde meydana gelebilecek olasi sorunlara odaklanan arastirmalarda yapiimaktadir.
Bu arastirmalardan biri olan Ulusoy vd., (2003) tarafindan yapilan arastirmada, gencler
arasinda goérilme sikhgi giderek artan anoreksiya ve bulumiya nervozanin nedenleri top-
lumsal cinsiyet rolleri baglaminda ele alinmaktadir. Sonu¢ olarak arastirmada, medyanin
kadin bedeninin zayifligini ideallestirerek genclerde glzelligi zayiflikla iligkilendirdigi ve gl-
zellikle ilgili kabullerin geng kizlar erkeklere gére daha fazla etkiledigi belirtilmigtir.

Zayiflama davranislarini sosyolojik olarak inceleyen uluslararasi arastirmalarda ise, gencin
zayiflama davranisinin nedenleri kiltir, etnisite ve tiketim baglaminda ele alinmaktadir.
Batili gizellik ideallerine ulasma istegini etnik kdken baglaminda inceleyen arastirmalarda
Casanova (2004), Duke (2000), Logio (2003) ve Lovejoy (2001) farkli etnik kdkenlerden
olan genglerin giizellik beklentileri tizerinde durulmuslardir. Ornegin Casanova (2004),
beklenen sosyokilturel idealler ve giizellik imajlarina Latin genc kizlar tarafindan ulasiima-
ya calisildigini, bu idealler baglaminda da genglerin bedenlerini elestirme egilimi gdster-
mekte olduklarini belirtmistir.

Bireylerin bedenlerine iliskin olarak yapilan degerlendirmeler icinde bulunulan zamana,
beklentilere ve Uretim sekillerine gére degisebilmektedir. Bu noktada aciklamalar getiren
Klein (1996) ve Stearns (1997) 20.yy’Iin basina kadar, Amerika ve Avrupa’da zayif olmanin
degil kilolu olmanin 6nemine dikkat cekerek bu dénemde kilolu olmanin zenginlik, zayif
olmanin ise hastalikli olmanin isareti olarak goérildigini ifade etmislerdir. Ayni zamanda
yine Klein (1996) ve Stearns (1997) bazi kilttrlerde, “dolgun” olmanin “kilolu olmanin”
odullendirilen/ kabul edilen beden oldugu ve geng kizlarin bedensel gériinislerinin dnce-
likle babalarinin -daha sonra da eslerinin- zenginliklerinin bir gdstergesi olarak degerlen-
diriimekte oldugunu belirtirler.

Bununla birlikte yazili ve gérsel medyanin bireylere zayifligi 6zendiren mesajlar iletmesini
ise Boero (2007), Saguy ve Gruys (2010), ve Smith Maguire (2008) vurgulamislardir. Obe-
zite ve yeme bozukluklariyla ilgili olarak 1995-2005 yillari arasindaki yapilan haberlerde
kilolu olmanin sosyal ve ahlaki anlamlarini inceleyen Saguy ve Gruys (2010) Amerika’da
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zayifigin yiksek sosyal statli ve ahlaki erdem olarak ele alinirken, sismanligin ise disik
sosyal statll, tembellik ve oburlukla iliskilendirildigini vurgulamiglardir.

Diger taraftan zayif olmak, zayiflamak istemek ve bireyin mevcut kilosundan memnun
olmamasi durumu sosyal bilimler bakis agisiyla aile i¢i iliskiler odaginda da ele alinmig-
tir. Sosyalizasyon surecinin bireyin yasaminin her alaninda rol oynadigi distintldiginde
beslenme aligkanliklarinin aile icerisinde kazanildigi ve bireyin bedenine iliskin dustnce-
lerinin gelisiminde aile bireylerinin rolinin oldugu sdylenebilir. Bu noktada Paff Ogle ve
Lynn Damhorst (2003) anne ve kizlarinin yeme aliskanliklarini belirlemek icin yaptiklar
arastirmanin sonucunda annelerin geng kizlarina yaklasimlarinin kilttrel baglamda kizla-
rinin beden imaji ve beslenme aligkanliklarini gelistirmede énemli oldugu vurgulamislardir.
Yine Haworth Hoeppner (2002)’da zayiflik ve beden imajiyla ilgili kiltirel mesajlarin akta-
riminda ailenin rolinu ifade etmigtir.

Belirtilen arastirmalarda goruldigu gibi; beden catisi altinda kilolu olma, zayiflama istegi,
zayif bedene sahip olmanin énemi baglaminda tip, psikoloji, beslenme ve diyetetik gibi
farkl disipinler tarafindan arastirmalar yapilmakta oldugu gortlmektedir. Bu arastirma-
larda genetik yapi, hormonal rahatsizliklar, psikolojik durumlarla birlikte genclerin zayif
bedene sahip olmak istemelerinde medya, tiiketim, klltlr, etnisite ve aile ici iligkiler gibi
bircok sosyal faktor Uzerinde duruldugu sdylenebilir.

Yontem

Bu arastirmanin metodolojik kabulli, yorumsamaci yaklasimin temel vurgusu olan anlama
c¢abasina dayanmaktadir. Anlama cabasi nitel arastirmanin merkezinde yer almaktadir.
Glaser ve Strauss (1967)’da nitel arastirmalarin sosyal diinyada értuk ve gizli anlamlari or-
taya ¢ikartmak, anlamlarin olusturuldugu ve paylasildigi baglami anlamak icin yapilmakta
oldugunu belirtiimektedirler. Benzer sekilde Butler (2015, s. 167)’da  bireyler arasindaki
mesaj aligverisindeki anlamlarin sosyolojik anlama ¢abasinin merkezinde yer almakta ol-
dugunu vurgular. Dolayisiyla bu arastirmanin tasarimi, zayiflamak isteyen genglerin zayif
olmaya verdikleri 5nem ve zayifligin anlamini genclerin gézinden derinlemesine anlamaya
calistigi icin nitel arastirma olarak benimsenmistir.

Veri Toplama Teknigi

Arastirmanin verileri, yan yapilandirimis goriisme formu araciligiyla derinlemesine go-
risme teknigi kullanilarak toplanmistir. Arastirmalarda, arastirmacilarin dikkat etmeleri
gereken cesitli etik kurallar bulunmaktadir. Bu arastirmada da veri toplama asamasindan
énce, 11 Temmuz 2017 tarihli Hacettepe Universitesi Etik Komisyonu’ndan arastirmanin
yapllabilirligine dair izin alinmistir. Ayrica katilimcilarin onaylariyla derinlemesine goérus-
meler digital olarak kayit altina alinmigtir. Ses kaydi alinmasini istemeyen bir katimciyla
yapilan gdriismede katilimci onayiyla gériisme sirasinda not tutulmustur. Bunlara ek ola-
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rak arastirmada katilimcilarin kimlik bilgilerinin gizli tutulacagi, Gg¢tincl kisi ve kurumlarla
paylasilmayacaginin bilgisi kendilerine ifade edilerek her katilimciya kod isimler verilmistir.

Katilimci Grubu

Nitel arastirmalarda katihmci sayisinin belirlenmesindeki temel ilke, arastirmacinin veri
doyumuna ulagsmasidir. Daha agik bir ifadeyle, veri doyumu arastirmacinin veri toplama
surecinde elde ettigi verilerden yeni bilgilere ulasamadigi noktaya gelmesi anlamini ta-
simaktadir (Patton 2002, s. 3). Bu arastirmanin verileri, katiimcilardan alinan cevaplarin
birbirini tekrar etmesi nedeniyle 17 katihmci ile yapilan derinlemesine gérismelerden elde
edilmistir. Katiimcilara ilk olarak anahtar kisi araciliyiyla sonrasinda da kartopu teknigi
kullanilarak ulaslimis ve arastirmanin sahasi Agustos 2017- Aralik 2017 tarihleri arasinda
tamamlanmustir.

Arastirmada kod isimleri; Nur (21), Duru (23), Lale (19), Ozlem (21), Sema (24), Burcu (22),
Yeliz (22), Yesim (19), Melek (21), Hakan (20), Murat (21), Hilal (22), Semra (20), Sevgi (24),
Yildiz (24), Meltem (20) ve Asli (20) olarak belirlenmistir. Katiimcilarin ortak noktalar
ise; 18-24 yas araliginda, kilo alma deneyimini yasayarak zayiflamis olmalar veya hala
zayiflamaya devam etmeleridir. Katilimci grubunun belirlenmesinde gencglerin beden kitle
indesklerine bakilmamis, genclerin kendilerini kilolu olarak hissetmelerine ve zayiflamak
istemelerine énem verilmistir. Katiimcilar ez az 5 en fazla 30 kilo vermiglerdir.

Veri Analizi

Arastirmanin veri analiz sirecinde ilk olarak yapilan derinlemesine gérismeler arastirma-
ci tarafindan desifre edilmistir. Desifre edilen gériismeler nitel veri analiz programi olan
Nvivo 11 ile nitel analizin kodlama asamalari olan acgik, eksenel ve secici kodlamalari ya-
pilmistir. Ham veriler tekrar tekrar okunarak katiimcilarin ifadeleri anlasiimis ve kelime ya
da ctimleler kodlanmigtir. Bu asama, nitel veri analizinin ilk basamagi olan ac¢ik kodlama
asamasidir. Daha sonra acik kodlar kendi aralarinda iligkilendirilmigtir. Bu asama ise, nitel
veri analizinin ikinci agsamasi olan eksenel kodlamayi olusturmaktadir. Eksenel kodlama
arastirmacinin agik kodlama asamasinda elde ettigi kodlari dizenleyerek birbiriyle iligki-
lendirdigi asamadir. Acik ve eksenel kodlamalardan sonra nitel veri analizinin son agsamasi
olan secici kodlamaya gecilmistir. Bu asamada, eksenel kodlama asamasinda elde edilen
temalar Uzerinden ana temalara ulasiimigtir.

Bedenin Sosyo-Kiiltiirel insasi Uzerine

Beden, disiplinlere bagli olarak saglik bilimlerinden sosyal bilimlere kadar oldukca genis
perspektifte farkll bakis acilari ve metotlarla ele alinmaktadir. Diger bir ifadeyle beden
hasta bedenin tanimlanmasi noktasinda saglik bilimlerinden bedene ytklenen giizel, ce-
kici ve arzulanan anlamlari baglaminda da sosyal bilimlerden bir¢ok disiplin tarafindan ele
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alinan bir konu olmustur. Farkli disiplinler tarafindan ele alinmasi bedene yénelik kuramsal
aciklamalarin gesitliligine yol agcmistir. Beden ve zayiflama davraniglarini agiklayan kuram-
sal yaklasimlar da; biyolojik, psikolojik ve sosyolojik baglamdadir. Bu arastirmanin konusu
baglaminda bedenin sosyo-kiiltirel olarak insasini vurgulayan agiklamalara yer verilmistir.
Bu nedenle; bedenin varliginin, incelenisinin gegmisten giinimuze kadar bedenin iginde
bulunulan zamanin kosullar baglaminda sosyal ve kiltirel olarak insa edilmekte oldugu
sdylenebilir. Bedenin sosyo-kdltirel olarak insa edilmesi hasta beden ve engelli beden
tanimlariyla birlikte, bireylerin kiyafet tercihlerinden, makyaj ve sac¢ kesimlerine kadar bi
¢ok alani kapsamasiyla érneklendirilebilir.

Tarih boyunca beden kavrami tGzerinde kultlrel tartismalar s6z konusudur. Bu tartismalar
o0 dénemin sosyo-kdulttrel kosullar ve dustndrlerine gdére gesitlenmistir. Bedenin; 17. yy.
Aydinlanma Déneminin temel kavrami olan ‘Akil’, Kartezyen anlayis icinde, ‘Beden’ ile
olan karsithgi temelinde ele alinmistir. Felsefede, merkezi bir konum isgal eden Akil/Be-
den karsithgi, 6zellikle Descartes’in ‘dislinllyorum o halde varim’ dnermesinin génderme
yaptigi konumda artik Akil yer almaktadir. Kartezyen bakista, uzamda bir yer kaplayan bir
sey olan ‘Beden’ ise, diger fiziki nesnelerden farksiz bir nesne durumundadir. Maddi bir
nesne olan Beden, dig dinyanin bir pargasiyken, akil ise disiinen ve maddi olmayandir
(Nazli, 2005, s. 73).

Ayrica tarihsel agidan bedene bakildiginda 18. yy’da Bati’nin beden konusundaki diisin-
cesinin biyomedikal model cercevesinde (lllich 1986) degerlendirildigi ve hastaligin da
biyolojik bir rahatsizlik sonucu olustugu ifade edilmektedir (akt. Howson, 2013, s. 8).
Oysa ki, sosyolojik agcidan beden, bireysel 6zellik gibi goriinen durumlarn aslinda top-
lumsal nedenlerinin oldugu, ayrica hastaligin yalnizca bireydeki “bozukluklarin” semboll
degil aksine toplumsal dlizenlemelerin metaforlar olarak goériilmesi gerektigi ve hastaliga
iliskin sdylemleri okumak i¢in yeni yéntemlere gereksinim duyulmasi tUzerinden aciklan-
maktadir (Sontag 1978; Turner 1982). Ornegin 19. yy’da tiiberkiiloz hastaligi edebiyat
cevrelerinde zeka ve sanatla iligskilendirilirken, 20.yy’da hiperaktif, cocuklar zeka dizey-
lerinin ylUksek olmasiyla degerlendiriimektedirler (akt. Turner, 2004, s. 216). Bu noktada
da genclerin zayiflamak istemelerinin nedenlerini bireysel bir tercih noktasindan degil
de toplumsal bakis agisindan ele alan kuramsal agiklamalara ihtiyag oldugu sdylenebilir.
Sosyo-kiltirel agiklamalarda sosyo-kiltlrel faktorler olarak; toplumsal idealler, toplum-
sal cinsiyet beklentileri, rol sosyalizasyonu, kitle iletisim araclari beden memnuniyetsiz-
ligini belirleyen 6dnemli nedenler arasinda gdsterilmektedir (Heinberg, 1996 akt. Barker
ve Galambos 2003, s. 142).

Bedenin sosyal olarak insa edilmesiyle ilgili sosyolojik agidan yapilan agiklamalarda bede-
nin sosyal ve kultirel anlamlarin merkezinde yer almakta oldugu vurgulanmaktadir. Zira,
sosyal diinyayla sembolik iligkisi baglaminda beden, “yasayan” bir varlik ve sosyal olarak
insa edilme dzelliklerini tagimaktadir (Howson, 2013, s. 8). Bedenin sosyal olarak insa
edilmesi konusunda; Mary Douglas, Michel Foucault ve Erwing Goffman’in da agiklama-
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lari bulunmaktadir. Foucault genellikle; post-yapisalci olarak séylemler araciliglyla beden-
lerin kontrol edilmesi Uzerinde dururken, Goffman sembolik etkilesimci bakis agisindan
bedeni ele almaktadir (akt. Shilling, 2004, s. 62-63). Bu arastirmalarin yani sira Feat-
herstone (1991), ve Thomas ve Ahmed (2004) tarafindan yapilan arastirmalarda da beden
insasinin kulturel temelleri Gzerinde durulmustur. Waskul ve Vannini’de (2006) bedenin
hem bireysel bir yaratim hem de toplumsal ve kiltirel bir Gretim oldugunu belirtmistir (akt.
Esgin 2011, s. 670). Turner’da bedenlerimizin toplumsal olarak yapilandiriimis oldugunu
kabul etmemiz gerektigini vurgulamaktadir. Ayrica Turner, bedenimizi nasil hissettigimiz,
bagskalarinin onlari nasil algiladiklari, nasil isledikleri ve davrandiklarini kiltirin bir iglevi
olarak belirtmektedir (akt. Wallece ve Wolf, 2004, s. 436). Benzer sekilde Norbert Elias’da;
bedenin yalnizca biyolojik bir varlik olmadigini, ayni zamanda tarihsel olarak sosyal ve
kulturel sureclere cevap verdigini belirtmistir (akt. Howson, 2013, s. 9). Benzer sekilde
Garrett (1997, s. 261), bireylerin deneyimlerinin ve inanclarinin bulunduklari toplum ve
ait olduklan kultlr tarafindan “sosyal olarak insa edildigini vurgulamisti. Bedenin sekil-
lendirilmesinin temelinde, onun kdltirel niteligine dikkat geken Bordo’ya goére beden, (st
dlizeyde bir degisim potansiyeline sahiptir. Bu potansiyeli icinde kimlik semboll olmanin
da otesine gecerek, degisim ve bagkalasim semboll olan beden, ‘kiltlrel bir plastik’tir
(Bordo 1993; Gimlin 2002 akt. Nazl, 2005, s. 81).

Diger yandan, sosyolojik agiklamalarda bedenin tiketim baglaminda da ele alindigi go-
rilmektedir. Bedene ylklenen anlamlar ginimizde saglikli olma bashdi altinda yagsiz,
ince ve kasli bedene sahip olmanin 6nemi noktasinda insa edilmektedir. Bu bedene sahip
olmak i¢in yapilan tiketimin zamanla bedenin de bir tliketim nesnesi haline gelmesine yol
actigi sdylenebilir. Nitekim Baudrillard (1997, s. 155), tlketilen seyler arasinda diger nes-
nelerden daha gulizel, daha kiymetli ve daha essiz ve daha fazla yan anlamlarla ytkli seyin
beden oldugunu belirtmektedir. Cagimizda kiresellesmenin yarattigi tiketim odakl kultdr,
insan bedeninin cisimlestirilerek, onun bir haz ve tiketim nesnesi haline gelmesine sebep
olmustur (Esgin, 2011, s. 669). Ayni zamanda tiketim maddelerinin blytiik bir cogunlugu-
nun bedene hitap ettigi ve beden tarafindan tuketildigi belirtiimektedir (Okumus, 2011, s.
54). Bu noktada Shilling (1993, s. 1) bedenin zayiflatiimasi ve formda tutulmasi baskisinin
sonucu olarak milyonlarca dolarlik bir endlstri haline geldigini belirterek, bireylerin énemli
bir kisminin; saglik, beden sekli ve bireysel kimligin ifadesi olarak beden gériinimleriyle
daha fazla ilgilenmekte olduklarini belirtmistir (akt. Ozansoy, 2012, s. 63).

Tuketim toplumunun temel hedefi olarak postmodern toplum yapisinda bedenin daha
glzel gérinmesi, saghdi ve kontroli fikrinin ortaya ¢iktigi Isik (1998, s. 14-15) tarafindan
da vurgulanmaktadir. Benzer sekilde Featherstone (2001, s. 177-186) tarafindan da tu-
ketim toplumu ile birlikte bedenin, zevk/tatmin araci olarak ilan edildigi séylenmektedir.
Ayrica tuketim kiltUrUyle birlikte zayif olmak saglikli olmakla iliskilendirilirken fazla kilolu
olmak ise saglik riskleriyle baglantilandirnimaktadir. Bu konudaki tavsiyeler ise medya ve
reklamlar araciliiyla yayginlastirimaktadir. Saglikli, gencg, glizel, seksi, fit bedenin basaril
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ve arzulanan beden oldugu vurgusu bu dénemde 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Aksi ise sosyal
acidan az kabul edilebilirlik, tembelligin gostergesi, disiik 6zglven ve basarisizlikla &r-
tismektedir. Bunlara ek olarak zayif ve ince bedene sahip olmak igin yapilan yogun diyet
sekli veya kilo kontroliiniin sonucu olarak genclerde sagliksiz beslenme davranislar ve
yeme bozukluklari olusabilmektedir. Bu noktada yeme bozukluklarinin nedenlerinin belir-
gin kulturel bilesenlerle anlasilabilecegi Macionis (2012) tarafindan belirtiimektedir.

Diger taraftan sosyo-kiltirel modele gore, zayif bedene sahip olma idealinin i¢sellesti-
rilmesi beden memnniyetsizligi, asir diyet yapma ve yeme bozukluklarinin (Vander Wal,
Gibbons ve del Pilar Grazioso, 2008, s. 277) gelisme riskini beraberinde getirebilir. Kiltu-
rel bir mesaj olarak génderilen bedensel ¢ekicilik, bireysel ideal olarak birey tarafindan ic-
sellestiriimekte bu durumda bireyin kendi bedensel gériiniisiinii olumsuz olarak degerlen-
dirmesine yol acabilmektedir. Birey kiltUrel idealden ne kadar uzaklasirsa gérinimuinden
duydugu memnuniyetsizlik de o kadar artmaktadir (Jackson, 2002 akt. Sensoy, 2013, 45).
Heinberg (1997, s. 32)'de kiltirel olarak sosyal idealler, beklentiler ve deneyimlerin beden
memnuniyetsizliginin olusumunda rol oynamakta oldugunu ifade etmistir. Bununla birlikte
Laslett ve Warren (1975), modernlesmenin etkisiyle kilolu olma durumunun etiketlenme-
ye baslanmasini ve kilolu bireylerin tibbi ve sosyal sorunlarla karsilasmasini / karsilasma
olasiligini vurgulamiglardir.

Bulgular

Arastirmada genclerde zayif bedene sahip olmanin anlamina odaklaniimistir. Bu baglam-
da genglerin gdziinden zayif olmanin anlami gergevesinde iki temaya ulasiimistir. Bu te-
malardan ilki “kalabalikta gériinmez olma istegi: ideal bedene atfedilen deger” iken digeri
“kaliteli bir yasam istegi: saglikli bedene atfedilen deger” seklindedir.

Kalabalikta Goriinmez Olma istegi: ideal Bedene Atfedilen Deger

Genglerin géziinden zayif olmanin anlami gergevesinde ulasilan ilk tema “kalabalikta go-
rinmez olma istegi: ideal bedene atfedilen deger” dir. Gencin anlam dlinyasinda “za-
yif olmak” ya da “zayif bedene sahip olmak” gencin sosyal ¢evresi tarafindan belirlenen
ve idealize edilen bedene sahip olmaktir. Daha agik bir ifadeyle, sosyal ¢cevrenin istedigi
normalara uygun bedene sahip olamamanin dzellikle gencin sosyal yagsam alaninda bazi
sorunlara yol acabileceg@i vurgulanmistir. Bu baglamda katilimcilar eger “ideal”, “istenen”,
“beklenilen” yani “zayif bedene” sahip degillerse glinlik yasamlarinda 6zellikle aligveris-
lerinde kendilerine ne tip (renk, genislik, model) giysi alabilecekleri noktasinda kisitlamalar
yasadiklarini ifade etmislerdir. Orneklendirilen katilimcr ifadeleri belirtilen noktalari yansit-
maktadir.

‘Ben pantolon almaya c¢iktigimda krep dedikleri seyler var. Sadece ve sadece is-
tenilen viicut tipine uygun seyler gérilyorum. iste slim dar, yiiksek belli crop top

GENGLIK ARASTIRMALARI DERGISi 157



dedikleri seyler var. Onlar giymek icin gébeginin olmamasi lazim. Yaa her sey ya
aslinda hatta bdyle ayakkabilar bile uzun zayif kadinlarin ayaklarina gére yapiliyor’
(Melek, 21)

‘Kilolu oldugum zamanlarda tayt hic giymedim... Simdi yiraytsim kiyafetlerim fa-
lan degisti. Mesela ben zayifladiktan sonra giyim tarzim tamamen degisti. Eskiden
daha bdyle paspal giyiyordum. Eskiden makyaj yapmazdim mesela’ (Hilal, 22)’

‘Normalde renk yoktu benim kiyafetlerimde. Istedigim gibi bir pantolonu ¢ok nadir
olarak bulurdum. Onun olanini buldugumda 3 tane falan aliyordum. Genelde esort-
man allyordum. Ayni esortmandan 3 tane aldigimi biliyorum ve hep siyah ve griydi’

(Yesim, 19)

Ayrica katilimcilar tarafindan sosyal c¢evrelerinin kendilerinden bekledikleri “ideal bede-
ne” sahip olmama durumunun, bedenlerini dolayisiyla kendilerini giysilerle saklama/értme
davranislarini 6n plana cikarabildigi ifade edilmistir.

ister istemez oturdugumda bile surama canta koyuyorum. Bir kapatma ihtiyaci olusuyor
(Ozlem, 21)

‘Mesela benim bacaklarim kalin buralari kapatacak daha bol seyler giyiyordum. Tu-
nikler renkler hep siyahti, kahverengiydi. Béyle beni kapkaranlik gésteren renkler gi-
yiyordum. Kilolarimi értecek sekilde giyinerek daha gériinmez olmam lazimd.. Boyle
disintyordum’ (Yildiz, 24)

‘(Kilolu oldugum dénemde) cok gérmesinler fark etmesinler beni isterdim’ (Yeliz, 22)

‘Béyle cok yani g6z éniinde olmamak icin ekstra ¢aba sarf ediyordum falan o za-
man. Bdéyle daha omuzlan dlisiik, kafa asagida &yle gidiyordum yerleri inceleyerek’
(Asli, 20)

Bununla birlikte katilimcilar kilo verdikge sosyal cevreleri tarafindan beklenen, arzu edilen
bedene yani “glzel bedene” ya da “toplum tarafindan idealize edilmis bedene” ulasabile-
ceklerini distinmektedirler.

‘Benim yiiziim glizel degildi. Ben yiiziimin zayifladiktan sonra gizel oldugunun far-
kina vardim’ (Meltem, 20)

‘Ben fit olmayi isterim kendimi zayifken daha ¢ok begeniyordum. Daha saglikli,
daha fit, daha glzel buluyorum’ (Sema, 24)

‘Kilolu oldugum dénemde aynaya baktigim zaman kendimi begenmedim’ (Sevgi,
24)
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‘Kendime baktigim zaman kendimi daha glizel hissediyorum’ (Asli, 20)

‘Aynaya cok bakmazdim. Gérmek istemezdim. Hi¢c makyaj yapmazdim. Simdi yani
maksimum su kadar makyaj yapmaya basladim hi¢ yapmiyordum énceden. Clnkdi
bana kimse bakmaz diye disinilyordum ama simdi iyi oldugumu distiniyorum’
(Yildiz, 24)

Karsi cinsle kurulan iligkilerin dnemli oldugu genclik déneminde katihmcilar tarafin-
dan karsi cins tarafindan begenilmenin zayif olmayla gerceklesecegi ifade edilmistir.

‘Erkeklerin takip ettigi kadinlar 90-60-90 Victoria Secret 6l¢llerinde’ (Sema, 24)

‘Bence kadin daha cok sevgilisi icin zayifliyor erkek icin zayifliyor. Sanki erkek kilo
olayina iliskide fazla takilmiyor (Yildiz, 24)

Belirtilenler 1siginda katimcilar, kilo vermenin/zayif olmanin yaninda zayif bedene sahip
olmanin toplumun beklentisini karsiladigi icin kendilerine iliskin begenilerinin de arttigini
kendilerini daha ¢ok sevdiklerini ve dolayisiyla 6zglvenlerinin ylikseldigini belirtmislerdir.

‘Kilolu oldugumda ben aynaya bakamiyorum. Vicuduma bakamiyorum. Yani ken-
dimi sevmiyordum ama zayifladiktan sonra kendimi iyi hissetmeye basladim. Za-
yifladigim dénemde, su anda daha girisken, iste daha ézgiivenli ve daha hareketli
oldugumu disdniyorum. Kilo verdikten sonra ézglvenimin ¢ok arttigini diisiintiyo-
rum’ (Yesim, 19)

‘(Zayifladigim icin) Kendime daha iyi gériinmeye basladim. Yirtylsd bile degisiyor
insanin. Yani béyle daha rahat ylriyorum’ (Sevgi, 24)

‘Su anda daha rahat, daha rahat 6zgUr bir hayat demek benim icin. Aynaya bakip bir sey
giydikten sonra hayir olmuyorum deyip arkadagslarima isim cikti deyip bahaneler uydura-
biliyordum. Su anda daha iyiyim daha 6zglvenliyim. Aynaya baktigimda bir sey giydigim
zaman nasil olur demiyorum. Onun &ncesinde dyle diyordum’ (Yeliz, 22)

Katilmcilar zayif olmanin ciddiye alinmak ve deger veriimek noktasinda da énemli oldu-
gunu belirtmiglerdir.

‘Biz bir kabul gérmek icin zayifliyoruz. Aslinda kilolu bir insanla muhatap oldugu-
muzda ¢ok da ciddiye almiyoruz ama daha zayif bir insan gérdiigimdizde farkl dav-
raniyoruz’ (Yeliz, 22)

Orneklendirilen ifadelerden de gériildiigii izere gencin anlam diinyasinda zayif bedene
sahip olmak, zayiflama ve zayif olmaya y&nelik davraniglarinin altinda kendilerine sunulan
dolayisiyla sosyal gevre tarafindan arzu edilen, istenilen, ideal bedene sahip olabilme he-
defleri yatmaktadir.
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Kaliteli Bir Yasam istegi: Saglkl Bedene Atfedilen Deger

Genglerin zayiflama nedenleri anlasiimaya calisilirken, ideal bedenin yani sira saglikli olma

idealinin katiimcilar tarafindan 6n plana ¢ikarildigi dikkat cekmektedir. Bu baglamda ula-

silan tema “kaliteli bir yasam istegi: saglikl bedene atfedilen deger” olarak agiklanmigtir.

‘Saglikci gibi bakmak gerekirse de &zellikle nefes alip vermede zorlanma, ¢abuk
yorulma kilo ¢ok etkiliyor. Organlarin yaglanmasi yani kaliteyi diistirtyor. Yasadigim
kaliteyi digdrdyor’ (Sema, 24)

‘Kilo hayat kalitesini gercekten cok etkiliyor.  Ylrldyen merdiven olmadan yukar
ctkamiyordum. Egilme kalkma gibi hareket kabiliyetini bile etkiliyor kilo. Cok géze
batmayan ama aslinda gercekten hayati kisitlayan bir durum. Ben sunu hatirlanm
Karanfil Sokak’tan c¢ikip dershaneye hizli adimlarla gidemezdim. Sirekli durur ve
beklerdim. Bekle git gibi’ (Meltem, 20)

Bu tema Uzerinden dusiindiigiimizde katiimcilar kilonun yasamlarinda bazi temel saglik

sorunlarina yol agtigini belirtmiglerdir. Zira katilimcilar kilolu olduklari dénemlerde nefes

alip vermede zorlandiklarini, gabuk yorulduklarini, damar tikanikligi, bedenlerinin tiylen-

mesi/ killanmasi, seker ve tansiyon hastaliklarinin artisi ve eklem agrilari gibi risklerle karsi

karsiya kalmalarinin ya da bazen bu sorunlari deneyimlemeleri sonucunda zayif bedeni

saglikll bedenle ortlstirmuslerdir. Bu durumu yansitan katilimci ifadelerinden 6érnekler

asagida verilmistir.

‘Saglik acisindan viicudumuzun en iyi hale gelmesi gerektigini dtistiniiyorum. Kilolu
olmayi viicuda yapilan en blylik kétilik olarak degerlendiriyorum. O ylzden zayif-
lamak gerekli’ (Hakan, 20)

‘Kilonun kesinlikle saglhk durumuyla alakasi var. Kilo killanma yapiyor. Kolesteroli
ylkseltiyor. Fazla kilo testosteron hormonlarini ylkseltebiliyor. Kan sekeri degerleri-
ni bozabiliyor. Gizli seker ¢ikartabiliyor. O yiizden béyle seylerden ¢ok korkuyorum.
Birde artik ayakkabi baglarken bile gébegim bana engel olmaya baslamist.. Mer-
diven cikarken yoruluyordum. Yani béyle artik dilim disariya bakiyordu’ (Melek, 21)

‘Zayiflamayi aslinda sunun icin istedim. Yani aslinda saglik icin istedim. Kalabalikta
nefesim kesildi. K6t oldugumu hissettim. O kadar insan varken onlara caktirmak da
istemedim. Ben bdyle bir aci icerisinde yoluma devam ettim’ (Murat, 21)

‘O kilo almis oldugum dénemde bende ben sirt agrisi ¢iktl. Cok fazla bir kilom yoktu
ama sirt agrilarim, bacak agrilarim ve eklem agrilarim cikti’ (Yeliz 22)

Dolayisiyla katiimcilar agisindan, zayif bedene sahip olmanin kaliteli yasam olarak deger-

lendirilen saglikl yagsam icin gerekli oldugu anlasiimistir.
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Sonug¢

Sosyolojik bakis agisindan genglerde zayif bedene sahip olma isteginin nedenleri sadece
bireysel olarak ele alinmak yerine gencin icinde bulundugu sosyal gruplar, toplumsal cin-
siyet beklentileri, aile ici iliskiler, medya ve tiketim gibi pek ¢cok faktorle ele alinmaktadir.
Giddens (2000:127)’da, bedenlerin yalnizca bireye ait olmadigini ayni zamanda beden-
lerin, bireyin toplumsal deneyimleri oldugu kadar bireylerin ait oldugu grubun normla-
r ve degerleri tarafindan da derinlemesine etkilendigini vurgulamistir. Genglerin toplum
tarafindan idealize edilen beden yapisina sahip olamamalari gengler acisindan zamanla
saglik sorunlarinin yani sira; etiketlenme, arkadas bulamama gibi sosyal sorunlara da yol
acabilmektedir. Benzer sekilde Turner’da bedenlerimizin toplumsal olarak yapilandirimis
oldugunu kabul etmemiz gerektigini vurgulamaktadir. Turner bedenlerimizin toplum iginde
“naslil” oldugunu anlatabilecek evrensel bilimsel bir yol olduguna inanmamaktadir. Aksine,
bedenimizi nasil hissettigimiz, baskalarinin onlari nasil algiladiklar, nasil isledikleri ve dav-
randiklar kdltirin bir iglevi olarak belirtiimektedir (akt. Wallece ve Wolf 2004:436).

Gencin yasamis oldugu bedensel dénlisimin sosyal ve kiltirel zeminde nasil sekillen-
digi sosyolojik imgelem kullanilarak agiklanabilir. Mills (1959) tarafindan sosyolojik imge-
lem araciligiyla bireysel problemlerin nedenlerinin bireyde degil, kurumlarin ve kurumlarin
rol beklentilerinin degismesi sonucu oldugunun anlasilabilecegi belirtimektedir. Berger
(1963)’de, sosyolojik bakisi 6zeldeki geneli gérmek olarak tanimlamis ve sosyolojik olarak
bireylerin davranislarindaki genel kaliplarin arastiriidigini ifade etmistir. Nitel arastirmanin
dogasi geregi bu arastirmanin sonuglarinin genellenmesi s6z konusu degildir. Bu arastir-
ma, derinlemesine gdrtismelerin yapildigi katilimci grubun sosyal diinyalarindan zayifla-
manin nedenlerini zayiflamaya verilen anlam ve énem cergevesinde anlamaya calismistir.
Arastirmanin sonucunda gengler igin zayif bedenin; toplumun idealize ettigi bedene ulas-
mak, saglikl bir yasam surdurebilmek, karsi cins tarafindan begenilmek, kendini begen-
mek, glizel bulmak, 6zglvenli olmak ve kendini yansitan kiyafetler bulabilmek i¢in anlamli
oldugu goérilmustr.

Son olarak, toplumda genclerin bedensel 6zellikleri nedeniyle 6rnedin; boy uzunlugu, kilo,
engel durumlari, hamilelik ve herhangi bir bedensel iz nedeniyle kendilerini toplumdan
dislanmis hissetmemeleri ve bedensel 6zellikleri ne olursa olsun toplumsal olarak kabul
edilebilmelerinin insa edilmesinin énemli oldugu sdylenebilir.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Meaning of Having a Weak
Body for Young People in The
Context of

Socio-Cultural Construction of
Weakness*

Cigdem Sema Sirma**

Instead of being considered as a chronological period, in sociological literature youth
period is considered to be a period in which peer relationships become more important,
romantic relations are more frequent, responsibilities differ and the attention to the body
increases. Burcu (1997, s. 11) describes the youth period as a social category in which
a fast progression and physiological, psychological and sociological changes are inten-
sively experienced between the childhood and the adulthood. In this period, the expec-
tations about a young female and male body may socio-culturally differ. This research
aims to explain young people’s desire to have a weak body through the socio-cultural
construction of the meaning assigned to the weak body.

* This article uses the data of the phd thesis “ A Research on Weight Loss Behavior among Young People in terms of Family
Life Satisfaction “ which was supported by Tubitak 2214-A Program

**Ph.D. Sociologist, Ankara, csemapolat@gmail.com
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The Meaning of Having a Weak Body for Young People in The Context of Socio-Cultural Construction of Weakness

The messages culturally sent to the young person can be internalized and may be turned
into a behavior by the young person for not being far from the society. Fie (2008) and
Kasper (1998) emphasized the cultural messages about the bodies of the individuals
being sent. Besides, while physical characteristics are related to the beauty and attrac-
tiveness of the individual, it is also related to being healthy (Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention 2003, Strauss and Pollack 2001 cited in Haff, 2009).

Heingberg (1997) stated that the weakness and attractiveness topic idolized in socio-cul-
tural explanations are shaped on the basis of feminist theories, gender-role socialization
and mass media tools.

In the context explained above, it can be stated that the culture has an influence on the body
shape. This research explains that being weak / the desire for having a weak body can’t be
examined only as an individual choice but rather should be sociologically discussed.

The Desire to Lose Weight in the Literature.

First of all, it can be easily seen that the main focus of all the research in the literature in
various disciplines is body. Each discipline discusses the topic with their own perspective
and methodology, and therefore has different focuses.

Medical researches (Alemdar 2016, Demirel vd., 2005, Gimus 2014; Hamurcu vd., 2015,
Ozkan 2017) focus on hormonal disorders, the personal problems caused / may be
caused by being overweight, eating habits and the reasons for losing weight. Psycho-
logical researches Cihan and Bozo (2012), Demiralp et. al., (2015), Haspolat and Kagan
(2017), Kartal Yagiz et. al., (2016) and Okumusoglu (2017) discussed being overweight in
the context of depression, individual's dissatisfaction about his/her body and loneliness.

On the other hand, sociological researches (Erden, 2011; Isik, 1998; Nazl, 2004; 2005;
2006) discussed historical body concept and the social construction of the body.

The social studies Demiray and Calisir (2016), Giinindi-Erséz (2010), Ozcan-Demir et. al.,
(2004), Sensoy (2013), Ulusoy et. al. (2003), which sociologically concentrates on losing
weight / the desire for having a weak body, the main focus of this study, discuss the rea-
sons for losing weight and the social consequences of being overweight.

International studies sociologically examining weight loss behavior discuss the reasons
for this behavior in the context of culture, ethnicity and consumption. The researches
Casanova (2004), Duke (2000), Logio (2003) and Lovejoy (2001) which focus on the desire
for reaching out to the European beauty in the context of ethnicity emphasized the expec-
tations of young people from different ethnic roots.

The individuals® ideas about their own body can change according to the time that they
live in, expectations and production types. Klein (1996) and Stearns (1997) states that
being overweight was preferred to being weak in America and Europe till the beginning
of 20" century.
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Besides, Boero (2007), Saguy and Gruys (2010), and Smith Maguire (2008) emphasized
that written and visual media communicate messages to the individuals which encourage
being weak.

On the other hand, the desire for losing weight and individual's dissatisfaction about his/
her own weight have been examined in the context of familial relationships with social
sciences perspective. Considering the fact that socialization process takes part in all ar-
eas of an individual's life, it can be said that eating habits are earned in family and family
members have a role in the development of an individual's ideas about his/her own body
(Paff Ogle and Lynn Damhorst 2003 and Haworth Hoeppner 2002).

As it can be seen from the studies mentioned above; under the body concept, there are
various researches in the context of being overweight, the desire to lose weight and the
importance of having a weak body in different disciplines such medicine, psychology and
nutrition and dietetics.

Method

The method of this study depends on the effort to understand which is the main emphasis
of the hermeneutic approach. Glaser and Strauss (1967), Butler (2015, p. 167) states that
the effort to understand stays at the center of qualitative research.

Data Collection Technique

The data of the study has been collected through in-depth interviews using semi-struc-
tured interview form. Before the data collection process, an ethical approval was received
by the Hacettepe University Ethical Commission on July 11, 2017. In-depth interviews
were digitally recorded with the consent of the participants. One of the participants did-
n't give consent for the digital recording but instead approved note-taking during the
interview. In addition, it has been guaranteed to the participants that the identities of the
participants would be hidden, would not be shared to the third parties and therefore a
nick name has been given to each participant.

Participants

In qualitative studies, the main principle in determining the number of participants is
reaching out to the data saturation. Data saturation means that the researcher reaches to
a point where he/she can't extract any new information from the data collected (Patton
2002, p. 3). The data of the research has been collected from 17 participants when the
answers of the participants started to repeat themselves. The participants first have been
contacted through the key person and the snowball technique and the field study has
been completed between August 2017 and December 2017.
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The Meaning of Having a Weak Body for Young People in The Context of Socio-Cultural Construction of Weakness

The nick names in the research are; Nur (21), Duru (23), Lale (19), Ozlem (21), Sema (24),
Burcu (22), Yeliz (22), Yesim (19), Melek (21), Hakan (20), Murat (21), Hilal (22), Semra
(20), Sevgi (24), Yildiz (24), Meltem (20) and Asli (20). The common characteristics of the
participants are; they are between 18-24 years old, experienced being overweight and
are still trying to lose weight. Body mass index has not been taken into consideration
while determining the participant group but instead young people feeling overweight and
desiring to lose weight has been given importance. The participants have lost at least 5
at most 30 kilograms.

Data Analysis

In-depth interviews are decrypted first in the process of data analysis process. Then the
open, axial and selective coding have been applied to the decrypted interviews using
Nvivo 11, the data analysis program.

About the Socio-Cultural Construction of the Body

The body has been examined with various perspectives and methods depending on the
discipline ranging from health sciences to the social sciences. While the health sciences
describe the ill body, the social sciences describe the beautiful, attractive and desired
body. Since the body has been examined by different disciplines, there are various theo-
retical explanations about the body. Theoretical approaches explaining the body and the
weight loss behavior reside in the biological, psychological and sociological context. This
study provides explanations about the socio-cultural construction of the body. It can be
stated that this construction has been influenced heavily by the time we are living in. This
construction includes many areas such as the definition for ill and disabled body, people’s
clothing, make-up and hair-cut choices.

There have been cultural debates over the body concept throughout the history. These
debates have been shaped by the socio-cultural circumstances and the researchers of
the era (Nazl 2005 and lllich 1986 cited in Howson, 2013, p. 8). Sontag (1978) and Turner
(1982) discuss that the body have been shaped by circumstances which look like individ-
ual choices at the first place but are indeed social factors (cited in. Turner, 2004, p. 216).
Social idols, gender expectations, role socialization, mass media tools are considered to
be important factors determining dissatisfaction about body among socio-cultural expla-
nations (Heinberg, 1996 cited in Barker and Galambos 2003, p. 142).

Among sociological explanations related to the social construction of the body, it is stated
that the body takes part at the center of the social and cultural meanings. Howson (2013),
Mary Douglas, Michel Foucault and Erwing Goffman (cited in Shilling, 2004), Feather-
stone (1991), Thomas and Ahmed (2004), Waskul and Vannini (2006 cited in Esgin 2011,
p. 670), Turner (cited in Wallece and Wolf, 2004, p. 436), Norbert Elias (cited in Howson,
2013, p. 9), Garrett (1997), S. Bordo’nun (Bordo 1993; Gimlin 2002 cited in Nazli, 2005, p.
81) have explanations about the body being socially constructed.
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In addition, the body has been discussed in the context of consumption among socio-
logical explanations. In today’s world, the meanings of the body can be listed as having a
fatless, thin and muscular body. Baudrillard (1997), Esgin (2011) and Shilling (1993 cited
in Ozansoy, 2012, p. 63), Isik (1998) and Featherstone (2001) touch this point in their
researches.

Macionis (2012), Vander Wal, Gibbons and del Pilar Grazioso (2008 and Jackson 2002
cited in Sensoy (2013), Heinberg (1997) emphasized that internalization of having a weak
body, dissatisfaction about the body, excessive dieting and eating disorders can happen
according to the socio-cultural model. Laslett and Warren (1975), explains the labelling of
being overweight with the effects of modernization.

Findings

The study focuses on the meaning of having a weak body for young people. In this context,
two different themes have been reached out according to the young people’s perspectives.
The first is "the desire for being invisible in a crowd: the value assigned to the idol body” and
the second is “the desire for a quality life: the value assigned to the idol body'.

‘The Desire for Being Invisible in a Crowd: The Value Assigned to
the Idol Body’

‘Being weak’ or ‘having a weak body’ is to have an idolized body that is shaped by the
society for young people. Not having a body which is compliant with the norms deter-
mined by the society may cause problems in young people’s social life. In this context,
the participants stated that they experienced restrictions in daily social life especially
about their clothing choices (the color, size and model of the cloth) during shopping if they
don't have an ‘idol’, ‘desired’, ‘expected’ in other words ‘weak’ body. The participants also
stated that they developed behaviors for hiding themselves with proper clothing because
of not having the “idol body" expected by the social environment. They think that they can
reach out to the expected, desired, beautiful or ‘idolized” body determined by the society
by losing weight. The participants who are in the youth period in which it is important to
be liked by the opposite sex stated that being liked by the opposite sex will happen with
being weak. The participants said that losing weight / having a weak body meets the ex-
pectations of the society and causes them to like themselves more and therefore have a
higher self-confidence. They also stated that being weak is also important for being taken
seriously and given value.

‘The Desire for a Quality Life: The Value Assigned to the Idol Body’

The participants said that being overweight causes some health issues in their lives.
According to the them, having a weak body is required for having a healthy life which is
accessed as a quality life.
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Consequences

Young people's reasons for having a weak body shouldn't be examined only individu-
ally but instead according to several factors such as the social groups that they are in,
gender expectations, familial relationships, media and consumption. Giddens (2000, p.
127) states that the body doesn't only belong to the individual and is effected by the in-
dividual’s social experiences and the norms of the group that the individual belongs to.
Similarly, Turner says that we should accept that our bodies are shaped by the society
(cited in Wallece and Wolf 2004:436).

How the physical change experienced by the young person is shaped on a social and cul-
tural basis can be explained by sociological imagination. Social imagination is explained
by Mills (1959) and social construction is described by Berger (1963). According to the
nature of the qualitative research, the findings of the study cannot be generalized. This
research tries to understand the reasons for losing weight in the context of the meaning
and importance assigned to the weight loss for the participants. As a result, it is deter-
mined that the weak body is important for young people for reaching out to the body
idolized by the society, maintaining a healthy life, being liked by the opposite sex, liking
themselves, being considered as beautiful, having self-confidence and finding clothes
that reflect themselves.
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Aile, okul, arkadaslar gibi ¢cok sayida etmen ¢ocuklarin ve genclerin siyasal toplumsallasma surecin-
de rol oynamaktadrr. Kitle iletisim araglari genclerin siyasal ve toplumsal deg@erlerinin, tutumlarinin ve
davraniglarinin gelisimine etki etmektedir. Siyasal toplumsallasmanin dnemli bir bileseni ya da sonucu
siyasal ve toplumsal faaliyetlere katiimi kapsayan toplumsal katilimdir. Gazete ve televizyonun yani
sira internetin genclerin toplumsal katiiminda énemli etkisi bulunmaktadir. Kullanilan kitle iletisim
aracinin tlrdne ve kullanim amacina bagl olarak toplumsal katim diizeyi farklilik gosterebilmektedir.
25-30 yaslari arasinda 549 genc ile gerceklestirilen calismada, haberleri takip etmekte kullanilan kitle
iletisim aracinin tirline ve sosyo-demografik degiskenlere gore toplumsal faaliyetlere katihm dizeyi
incelenmistir. Ayrica toplumsal katihmin haberleri takip etmeyle ve toplumsal konular ile ilgili gorus-
leri ifade etme amaci ile sosyal medya kullanimiyla iligkisi arastiriimistir. Toplumsal katihm dizeyi
“Toplumsal Katiim Olgegi”, kitle iletisim araclarinin kullanimi “Kisisel Bilgi Formu” ile élciimlenmistir.
Toplumsal katiim ile gazete okuma arasindaki iligkinin, toplumsal katilim ile televizyon ve internet
arasindaki iliskiden daha gii¢li oldugu belirlenmistir. Haberleri takip etmenin ve sosyal medyada
goruslerin ifade edilmesinin toplumsal katilimi yordadigi bulunmustur. Bulgular; iletisim kuramlari ve
toplumsal katilm arastirmalari ile iligkili olarak tartisiimistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Siyasal Toplumsallasma, Kitle iletisim Araglari, Toplumsal Katilim.
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Abstract

A large number of factors such as family, school, friends play role in political socialization of children
and young people. Mass media has an influence on the development of political and civic values,
attitudes and behaviors of young people. An important element or a result of political socialization is
civic engagement that encompasses engagament in political and civic activities. Besides newspa-
pers and television, the Internet has an important influence on civic engagement of young people.
The level of civic engagement may vary depending on the type of mass media and purposes for
media use. In the study conducted with 549 young people between the ages of 25 and 30, the level
of civic engagement by the type of mass media and socio-demographic variables was examined.
Besides, the relationship of civic engagement with following news and the use of social media to
express opinions on social matters was investigated. Civic engagement level was determined with
“Civic Engagement Scale” and media use was assessed with “Personal Data Sheet”. The relation-
ship between civic engagement and newspaper reading was determined to be stronger than the
relationship of civic engagement with television and the Internet. Following news and expressing
opinions on social media were found to predict civic engagement. The results were discussed with
regard to communication theories and research on civic engagement.

Keywords: Political Socialization, Mass Media, Civic Engagement.

Genglerin siyasal ve toplumsal gelisimleri sosyal, ekonomik ve kulturel degisimlerden et-
kilenmektedir. Siyasal ve toplumsal degerlerin, tutum ve davraniglarin sekillendigi genclik
déneminde siyasal toplumsallasma sirecinin incelenmesi dnem tasimaktadir. Genglerin
siyasal toplumsallasma stireclerinde aile ve arkadaslar gibi etmenlerin yani sira kitle ileti-
sim araclari da rol oynamaktadir. Gencler kitle iletisim araglarini ve dzellikle interneti bilgi
edinme, haberleri takip etme ve eglenme gibi farkli amaclar ile kullanmaktalar (McLeod,
2000; Schlozman, Verba ve Brady, 2010). Genglerin kitle iletisim araglarini kullanim amag-
larina bagli olarak siyasal toplumsallasma agisindan farkli sonuclar ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.
(Norris, 1996; Shah, McLeod ve Yoon, 2001)

Son yillarda siyasal toplumsallagsma galismalarinda toplumsal katilima genis yer verildigi
gorulmektedir. Siyasal tutumlarin ve davraniglarin 6grenilerek topluma katkida bulunulma-
sini ifade eden toplumsal katiim, siyasal toplumsallasmanin bir sonucu olarak gorulebilir.
Gengler toplumsal etkinliklere katildikga yeni tutum ve davraniglar 6grendikleri (Youniss,
McLellan ve Yates, 1997) icin toplumsal katim, siyasal toplumsallasmanin bir bileseni
olarak da ele alinabilir.

Kimi arastirmalarda genclerin toplumsal katiminin giderek azaldigi vurgulanirken (6rn.,
Delli Carpini, 2000), diger bazi arastirmalarda ise teknolojik gelismeler ve toplumsal far-
kindaligin artmasi ile katiim bigimlerinin degistigi savunulmaktadir (6rn., Bobek, Zaff, Li ve
Lerner, 2009). Genglerin oy kullanma gibi siyasal etkinliklerde bulunmalarinin yani sira top-
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lum temelli calismalara da katildiklar ifade edilmektedir. Toplumsal etkinlikler, bireylerin top-
lumsal sorunlarin ¢dztiimlne katkida bulunmalarini saglamaktadir (Yates ve Youniss, 1996).

Bu arastirmada, siyasal toplumsallagsma yaklagimlarinin (Hyman, 1959; Shah, McLeod ve
Lee, 2009) varsayimlarina dayanilarak 25 ile 30 yaslari arasindaki genclerin siyasal top-
lumsallagsma silrecleri incelenmektedir. Siyasal toplumsallasma surecleri toplumsal katilim
duzeyi belirlenerek dlgimlenmistir. Toplumsal katilim ile farkli kitle iletisim araglarindan ha-
berlerin takip edilmesi ve sosyal medyada siyasal ve gtincel olaylar ile ilgili géruslerin ifade
edilmesi arasindaki iligki incelenmistir. Psikoloji ¢alismalarinda ¢ok fazla yer bulmayan
siyasal toplumsallasmanin, cogunlugu calisan gencglerden olusan, gdrece az incelenen
yas araligindaki bir grup ile yapilmis olmasi; bunun yaninda toplumsal katihmin kitle ileti-
sim araclarinin tirtine ve kullanim amaglarina gére incelenmis olmasi alan yazinina énemli
katkilar olarak degerlendiriimektedir.

Siyasal Toplumsallasma

Siyasal toplumsallasma ok sayida kavrami ve etmeni igermektedir. ik kez Hyman (1959)
tarafindan bir arastirma alani olarak énerilen siyasal toplumsallasma farkli sekillerde ta-
nimlanmaktadir. Hyman (1959) siyasal toplumsallagsmayi, bireylerin aile gibi farkli etmenler
ile etkilesimleri sonucunda siyasal bilgiyi, tutumlari ve davraniglari 6grenmesi olarak ta-
nimlamistir. Bazi tanimlarda (6rn., Greenstein, 1965) ise genclerin siyasal sistemi anla-
maya ve siyasal yasama katilmaya baglamalar vurgulanmugtir. Farkli tanimlar bir arada
degerlendirildiginde, bu surecin yeni kusaklarin siyasal sistemi, degerleri ve tutumlar 63-
renerek siyasal kiltlre katiimalarini ifade ettigi sdylenebilir.

ik siyasal toplumsallasma calismalarinda (6rn., Greenstein, 1965; Hess ve Torney, 1967)
c¢ocukluk ve ergenlik dénemlerine odaklanilmistir. Bu nedenle en énemli siyasal toplum-
sallasma etmenleri olarak aile ve okul ele alinmistir (McDevitt ve Chaffee, 2002; Niemi ve
Hepburn, 1995). Kitle iletisim araclarinin ve kisiler arasi iletisimin siyasal toplumsallas-
maya etkilerine 1970’li yillarda dnem verilmeye baslanmistir. Bu dénemdeki ¢calismalarda
(6rn., Atkin ve Gantz, 1978; Chaffee, Ward ve Tipton, 1970) kitle iletisim araglarinin siyasal
bilginin 6grenilmesindeki 6énemine dikkat ¢ekilmistir. Ginimizde, ailenin yani sira sosyal
aglar ve kitle iletisim araclari gibi etmenlerin de siyasal toplumsallasmada énemli rolleri
oldugu yaygin olarak kabul edilmektedir.

Siyasal toplumsallasma yaklasimlarindaki 1970’lerden sonra gerceklesen diger bir de-
gisim, siyasal tutum ve davraniglari kazanilmasindaki bireyin rolG ile ilgilidir. Bilgiyi ve
normlari sadece aileden, okuldan ya da kitle iletisim araglarindan 6grenen gocuk ve geng
algisindan uzaklasiimistir. Cocuklar ve gencler kendi sosyallesme sureglerinde aktif kati-
limci olarak gérilmeye baslanmistir (McDevitt ve Chaffee, 2002). Bu nedenle, kitle iletisim
araclarinin sadece genclerin siyasal gelisimlerini etkileyen araglar olarak degil, genglerin
bilingli olarak tercih ettikleri iletisim araglari olarak goriilmesi gerektigi de vurgulanmakta-
dir (Buckingham, 1997).
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Siyasal toplumsallasma ¢alismalarinda, sadece gocukluktaki degil farkl yasam dénemle-
rindeki siyasal ve toplumsal gelisime dnem verilmeye baslanmistir. Erken dénem siyasal
toplumsallagsma arastirmalarinda gocuklukta 6grenilen siyasal tutumlarin ve davraniglarin
yetiskinlik ddneminde de ¢ok az degiserek korundugu 6nerilmistir. Ancak bu goris, genc-
lik ve yetiskinlik ddnemlerinde edinilen siyasal bilgiyi ve davranis degisikliklerini dikkate
almadigr yoniinde elestiriimektedir. Bireylerin toplumsal ve siyasal kosullar degistikge si-
yasal diizene uyum saglamalari icin degismeleri gerekmektedir. Bu nedenle siyasal top-
lumsallasmanin yasam boyu strdigi savunulmaktadir (Sears ve Brown, 2003).

Yasam boyu bakis acisi kabul edilmek ile birlikte bu alanda yapilan arastirmalarda ge-
nellikle ergenlik ve genclik dénemlerine odaklaniimaktadir (Sears ve Brown, 2003). Yeni
kusaklarin toplumsal yasama hazirlandigi bu dénemlerde siyasal tutum ve davraniglar
gelismektedir. Bireylerin yeni fikirlere acik olduklari ergenlikte ve genclikte siyasal ve top-
lumsal degerler sorgulanmakta (Arnett, 2000), siyasal gorusler netlik kazanmaktadir.

Aile, okul ve kitle iletisim araclarinin yani sira sosyo-demografik &zellikler ve sivil toplum
kuruluslar gibi cok sayida etmen siyasal toplumsallasmaya etki etmektedir. Bu etmenler,
siyasal tutum ve davranislarin gelistigi baglamlarn olusturmaktadir ya da genclerin bulun-
duklari sosyal gevreleri etkilemektedir. Siyasal toplumsallasma etmenlerinin, siyasal tutum
gelisimine etkilerine kiyasla siyasal davraniglar ve toplumsal katilim ile iligkilerine daha az
¢alismada (6rn., Shah, Cho, Eveland ve Kwak, 2005) yer verildigi gértlmektedir.

Toplumsal Katilm

Toplumsal katilim; toplumsal bilgiyi, tutumlari, davraniglari, becerileri ve amaclar kapsa-
yan genis bir kavramdir. Toplumsal katilimin hangi davraniglari ve tutumlar ifade ettigi alan
yazininda sik¢a tartisiimaktadir (Da Silva, Sanson, Smart ve Toumbourou, 2004; Pancer,
Pratt, Hunsberger ve Alisat, 2007). Tartismalarin siyasal etkinlikler ile toplumsal etkinlikler
arasinda yapilan ayrimdan kaynaklandigi séylenebilir.

Bazi arastirmalarda (6rn., Cicognani, Zani, Fournier, Gavray ve Born, 2012; Crocetti, Jah-
romi ve Meeus, 2012) siyasal etkinlikler toplumsal katilimdan ayr olarak degerlendirilmis-
tir. Siyasal etkinlikler; siyasal sisteme dogrudan ya da dolayli olarak etki etmek amaci ile
gerceklestirilen davraniglar olarak ele alinmistir. Ancak, giinimuizde gencler oy kullanma
gibi geleneksel katiim etkinliklerinin yani sira farkli siyasal ve toplumsal katiim etkinlik-
lerine de katiimaktadirlar. imza kampanyalarina katilma ya da sivil toplum kuruluslarinda
gonllld calisma gibi geleneksel olmayan siyasal etkinlikler araciligi ile de siyasal sisteme
etki etmektedirler (Bobek ve ark., 2009; Youniss ve ark., 2002). Genglerin siyasal ka-
tilm davraniglarinin yani sira toplumsal faaliyetlerin de incelenmesi, toplumsal yasama
katiimlarinin daha iyi anlasilabilmesi agisindan 6nem tasimaktadir. Bu ¢alismada toplum-
sal katiim; vatandaslarin sosyal sorunlarin ¢6zimu icin birlikte calismalarina dayanan ve
toplumsal kararlarda s6z sahibi olmalarina (Youniss ve ark., 2002) araci olan siyasal ve
toplum temelli etkinlikleri ifade etmektedir.

174 ) Petek Akman Ozdemir



Genclik Daneminde Siyasal Toplumsallagma: Toplumsal Katilim Ile Kitle lletisim Araclari Arasindaki lliskinin Incelenmesi

Toplumsal katilimin kimlik gelisimi, sosyal sorumluluk gibi cok sayida psikolojik ve sosyal
degisken ile iliskisi incelenmistir (Crocetti ve ark., 2012; Pancer ve ark., 2007). Arastirma-
larin bir bélimi toplumsal katiimin olumlu sonuglarina ve devamliliginin saglanmasina
odaklanmistir. Bircok arastirmada ergenlikte toplumsal katiim duizeyi ile yetiskinlikte siya-
sal ve toplum temelli etkinliklere katim arasinda pozitif yénde, gucli iliski oldugu géste-
rilmistir (Kirlin, 2003; Youniss, McLellan, Su ve Yates, 1999). Bu iliski, genglerin toplumsal
sorunlar ile ilgili bilgi edinmeleri, toplumsal yetkinliklerinin artmasi, kendilerine ve topluma
iliskin bakis acilarinin degismesi ile agiklanmaktadir. Toplumsal faaliyetlere katilan gencg-
ler kendilerini gelecekte oy kullanan ya da goniillu ¢alisan vatandaslar olarak algilamaya
baslamaktadir (Yates ve Youniss, 1996). Sonu¢ olarak gencler; degisen algilar, benim-
sedikleri yeni toplumsal roller, degerler ve normlar ile tutarli davraniglar sergilemektedir.

Toplumsal faaliyetlere katilim sosyo-demografik 6zelliklere gére de incelenmektedir.
Ornegin, erkeklerin kadinlara gére daha fazla toplumsal faaliyete katildiklar cok sayida
arastirmada (6rn., Andolina, Jenkins, Zukin ve Keeter, 2003; Hao, Wen ve George, 2014)
gOsterilmistir. Ancak, kiz 6grencilerin daha fazla toplumsal katiimda bulundugunu goste-
ren arastirmalar da (6rn., Cicognani ve ark., 2012) bulunmaktadir. Bulgularin tutarllik gés-
termemesinin, siyasal etkinlikler ile toplum temelli etkinliklerin ayr olarak ya da bir arada
degerlendiriimesinden kaynaklandigi sOylenebilir. Erkekler politikacilar ile iletisime gegme
ya da siyasal parti Uyeligi gibi siyasal etkinliklere (Quintelier, 2011), kadinlar ise géndlli
etkinliklere daha fazla katilmaktadir (Flanagan, Bowes, Jonsson, Csapo ve Sheblanova,
1998). Ancak siyasal katim ag¢isindan cinsiyet farkliliklarinin son yillarda azaldigi da belir-
tilmektedir (Quintelier, 2011).

Egitim dlzeyinin toplumsal katimi belirleyen en énemli etmenlerden biri oldugu ifade
edilmektedir (Torney-Purta, 2004). Ancak toplumsal katihm ile egitim arasindaki iligkiyi
dogrudan inceleyen az sayidaki arastirmada (6rn., Flanagan ve Levine, 2010; Quintelier,
2011), yuksek egitim diizeyinde olan genglerin daha distik egitim diizeyinde olan gencle-
re gore oy kullanma ve goénulli calisma gibi katiim davraniglarinda bulunma egilimlerinin
daha yiksek oldugu gosterilmistir.

Kitle iletisim Araclari

Kitle iletisim araclari, genclerin siyasal toplumsallasma stirecinde rol oynayan etmenler-
den biridir. Son yillarda kitle iletisim araglarinin toplumsal katiim ve siyasal iletisim tzerin-
deki etkileri daha fazla arastiriimaktadir. Yapilan arastirmalarda (6rn., Newton, 1999; Shah,
1998) cogunlukla kitle iletisim araglarini kullanma siresine, sikligina ve kullanilan aracin
tdrtne bagh etkiler incelenmektedir. Gengler ile yapilan arastirmalarda (6rn., McLeod ve
Shah, 2009) kitle iletisim araglarinin toplumsal katiim i¢in gerekli sosyal becerilerin, siya-
sal tutumlarin ve davraniglarin kazanilmasindaki roline odaklaniimaktadir.

Kitle iletisim araclarinin siyasal toplumsallagsmadaki roliine iligkin iki géris bulunmakta-
dr. llk géris, kitle iletisim araglarinin, toplumsal olaylara ilginin ve toplumsal faaliyetlere
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katiimin azalmasinda rol oynadigini 6ne strmektedir (Putnam, 1995; 2000). Televizyon
izlemenin, bireylerin sosyal ¢evrelerinden uzaklasmalarina ve toplumsal etkinliklere ayir-
diklar stirenin azalmasina neden oldugu belirtiimektedir. Kitle iletisim araglarinda yansiti-
lan sosyal gergeklikten dolayi 6zellikle uzun sire televizyon izlemenin siyasal ve toplumsal
sisteme glven duyulmamasina yol agtigi 6ne surtlmektedir. Putnam’in (1995, 2000) tele-
vizyon izlemenin olumsuz etkilerine iliskin gérisleri sadece kullanim siresine odaklandig
ve kitle iletisim araclarinin kullanim amagclarini dikkate almadigr yénunde elestiriimektedir
(Norris, 1996; Shah, 1998). Diger goris ise kitle iletisim araclarinin siyasal toplumsallasma
strecine olumlu etkileri oldugunu savunmaktadir (Newton, 1999). Bu araglarin kullani-
minin toplumsal slregler ve glincel olaylar ile ilgili bilgi edinilmesine, siyasal iletisimin ve
toplumsal katiimin artmasina katki sagladigi belirtiimektedir (Delli Carpini, 2000; Shah,
McLeod ve Yoon, 2001).

Kitle iletisim araglarinin hem olumlu hem de olumsuz etkilerinin olabilecegi ifade edilmek-
tedir. Bu etkilerin ortaya ¢ikmasinin kullanim amacina bagl olduguna dikkat cekilmek-
tedir. Bu yaklasim, kitle iletisim araglarinin belirli ihtiyaglar ve istekleri karsilamak amaci
ile bilingli olarak tercih edildigini vurgulayan “Kullanimlar ve Doyumlar Kurami”’na (Katz,
Gurevitch ve Haas, 1973) dayanmaktadir.

“Kullanimlar ve Doyumlar Kurami”ni temel alan arastirmalarda (6rn., Norris, 1996; Shah,
McLeod ve Yoon, 2001) kitle iletisim araglarinin bilgi edinme ve eglence amaci ile kullani-
mi aynistinimaktadir. Haberler ve siyasal programlar gibi ylksek dizeyde bilissel etkinlik
gerektiren programlar ile ayni diizeyde bilissel etkinlik gerektirmeyen eglence program-
larinin etkilerinin farkll oldugu vurgulanmaktadir. Eglenme ya da vakit gegirme amaci ile
kitle iletisim araglarinin kullaniimasinin olumsuz etkileri oldugu gdsterilmistir (Putnam,
2000). Ancak haberleri izlemenin benzer etkilerinin olmadigr bulunmustur (Shah, McLeod
ve Yoon, 2001). Haberleri ya da tartisma programlarini izlemenin, siyasal konular ile daha
fazla ilgilenme ve siyasal iletisim kurma gibi gencler icin cok sayida olumlu sonucu oldugu
belirlenmistir (Boulianne, 2009; Shah ve ark., 2005).

Toplumsal Katihm ve Kitle iletisim Araclan

Kitle iletisim araglarinin haberleri takip etmek amaciyla kullaniimasi genglerin toplumsal
faaliyetlere katilmalarina olumlu yénde etki etmektedir (Boulianne, 2009; MclLeod, 2000).
Haberlerin takip edilmesi, genclerin toplumsal sorunlari ve toplumsal katim olanaklarini
6grenmelerine imkan sunmaktadir (Klofstad, 2007).

Farkl kitle iletisim araclarinin siyasal toplumsallagsmaya etkileri farkllik gdéstermektedir.
(Shah, McLeod ve Yoon, 2001). Ornegin, toplumsal katilim ile televizyon izleme arasinda
negatif yonde (Shah, 1998) ve diger iletisim araclarina kiyasla daha zayif bir iligki (Norris,
1996) oldugu bulunmustur. Diger yandan, gazete okuma diizeyi arttikga toplumsal ka-
tilmda bulunma olasihgr artmaktadir (Norris 1996). Haberleri gazeteden takip etmenin,
televizyondan izlemeye gdre bilgi edinme ve siyasal katiim agisindan daha gucli etkileri
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bulunmaktadir (Shah, Kwak ve Holbert, 2001). Ancak geleneksel kitle iletisim araglarina
iliskin bulgularin gengler icin degil yetiskinler icin gecerli oldugu belirtiimektedir (Shah,
Kwak ve Holbert, 2001). Ornegin, geleneksel kitle iletisim araclarinin, genclerin siyasal
ilgisinin artmasinda etkisinin olmadigi gosterilmistir (Bachmann, Kaufhold, Lewis ve Gil
de Zudiga, 2010).

Son yillarda gengler ile yapilan arastirmalarda, internetin toplumsal katiima etkilerine ge-
nis yer veriimektedir. internetin kullanimina iliskin siyasal ve toplumsal amaglar arasinda
bilgi alma, haberleri takip etme, siyasal iletisim kurma ve toplumsal katilim sayilabilir. Bilgi
alma ve toplumsal katilimda bulunma amaci ile interneti kullanan bireylerin; genc, egitimli,
orta gelir diizeyinde ve siyasal konularda bilgili olduklari belirlenmistir (Min, 2010). Geng-
ler, ileriki yaslardaki bireylere kiyasla haberleri internetten daha fazla takip etmekte ve
sosyal medyayi haber kaynagi olarak degerlendirmektedir (Hao ve ark., 2014).

interneti (Shah, Kwak ve Holbert, 2001) ve sosyal medyay! (Skoric ve Poor, 2013) bilgi
edinme amaci ile kullanan genclerin toplumsal etkinliklere katilma olasiliginin yliksek oldu-
gu gosterilmistir. Bunun yani sira, genclerin toplumsal katimi ile internet kullanimi arasin-
daki iliskinin geleneksel haber kaynaklarina gére daha gli¢li oldugu bulunmustur (Shah,
McLeod ve Yoon, 2001). Gil de Zufiga, Jung ve Valenzuela (2012) da sosyal medyanin
haberlerin takip edilmesi amaci ile kullaniminin, hem internet tzerinden hem de toplumsal
alanda yapilan siyasal katihm ile pozitif yénde iligkili oldugunu géstermislerdir.

Gengler sosyal medyayi bilgi edinmenin yani sira, siyasal ve toplumsal konular hakkinda
goruslerini ifade etme amaciyla da kullanmaktadir. Toplumsal katilimin temel gtddleyicile-
rinden biri olarak kabul edilen (Andolina ve ark., 2003) siyasal iletisim, toplumsal konulara
ilginin ve toplumsal katilimin artmasinda rol oynamaktadir (Erentaite, Zukauskiené, Be-
yers ve Pilkauskaité-Valickiené, 2012). Shah ve arkadaglar da (2005) gengler ile yaptiklari
arastirmalarinda, siyasal ve toplumsal konular ile ilgili internet lzerinden iletisim arttikca
toplumsal katihmin arttigini bulmuslardir.

internetin sosyal kampanyalarda yer alma gibi farkli siyasal ve toplumsal katiim olanak-
lari sunmasi da genglerin interneti kullanmalarinda rol oynamaktadir (Delli Carpini, 2000).
internetin siyasal katilimi kolaylastirmasi, siyasetle ilgilenen bireylerin daha da aktif olma-
larina olanak vermektedir. internet, geleneksel siyasal katilimi tamamlamakta (Shah ve
ark,. 2005) ve siyasal toplumsallasmaya katkida bulunmaktadir (McLeod ve Shah, 2009).

internetin olumlu etkileri bazi arastirmacilar tarafindan sorgulanmaktadir (6rn., Delli Car-
pini, 2000). Televizyona yoénelik elestirilere benzer elestiriler internet icin de yapilmaktadir.
internetin eglenme amaci ile kullanimasinin toplumsal olaylarin takip edilmesi icin daha az
zaman ayrilmasina neden oldugu savunulmaktadir (Kraut ve ark., 1998). Ayrica siyaset ile
ilgilenmeyen ya da internete erisimi olmayan bireylerin, internetin bilgi ya da katim anla-
minda sundugu imkanlardan yararlanamadiklarn vurgulanmaktadir. Bu etkilerinden dolayi
internetin sosyal ve ekonomik esitsizlikleri arttirdigina dikkat ¢cekilmektedir (Min, 2010).
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Yoéntem
Arastirma Grubu

Calismaya 25-30 yaslan arasindaki (X = 27,50, Ss = 1,79) 549 gen¢ (323 kadin, 226 er-
kek) katilmistir. istanbul’da gerceklestirilen arastirmada, katilimcilara “kolayda érnekleme
yoéntemi” kullanilarak ulasiimistir. Arastirma grubunun gogunlugunu (438 kisi, %79,8) 6zel
sirketlerde, egitim kurumlarinda ve belediyelerde calisan gencler olusturmaktadir. Kati-
imcilarin sadece %8,6’s1 (47 kisi) 8grencidir. EGitim dizeyinin incelenmesi icin U¢ grup;
temel (ilkokul/ortaokul), orta (lise) ve yuksek (ylksekokul, Universite ve lisanslstl) egitim
dlizeyi grubu olusturulmustur. Katilimcilarin yarisindan fazlasi (379 kisi; %69) yuksek egi-
tim dizeyi grubundadir. Temel egitim dizeyi grubu en az sayida katiimciyi (71 kisi; %12,9)
icermektedir.

Veri Toplama Araclari

Kisisel Bilgi Formu:

“Kisisel Bilgi Formu”nda katiimcilarin cinsiyetleri, yaslar ve egitim dlizeyleri, kitle iletisim

araclannin kullanimi ile ilgili sorulara yer verilmistir. Siyasal ve giincel olaylar takip etmek
amaci ile kitle iletisim araclarini kullanim sikligi Gi¢ diizeyde (glnluk olarak, haftalik olarak,
aylik olarak) élcimlenmistir. Haberleri takip etmek icin kullanilan kitle iletisim araglarinin
tlriniln (gazete, televizyon, internet) belirlendigi ve katiimcilarin birden fazla kitle iletisim
aracini secebilecekleri bir soru da forma eklenmistir. Farkli diizeylerde (6rn., giiniin her
saati, yilda birkag¢ kez) yanit verilebilecek sekilde hazirlanan bir soruyla, sosyal medyanin
siyasal ve guincel olaylar ile ilgili goruslerin ifade edilmesi amaciyla kullanilma sikiigi be-
lirlenmisgtir.

Toplumsal Katiim Olcegi:

Arastirma grubunun siyasal ve gonilli katihm diizeyi 12 maddeli “Toplumsal Katilim Ol-
cegi”
maddeli “Katilim Beklentisi Olgegi” (6rn., “Protestolar, yiriylsler ve gésteriler gibi siyasal
eylemlere katiimak.”) ve 3 maddeli “Siyasal Konularda Sesini Duyurma Alt Olgegi” (6rn.,
“Bir konuyla ilgili géruslerinizi ifade etmek igin bir gazete, radyo ya da televizyon prog-
ramiyla iletisime gecmek.”) birlestirilerek olusturulmustur. Olcekler Akfirat ve Cok (2013)
tarafindan Turkce'ye uyarlanmigtir. Katiimcilardan toplumsal katilim davraniglarini gec-
miste ne kadar siklikla (3 = Cok sik, 2 = Bazen, 1 = Hicbir zaman) gerceklestirdiklerini

belitmeleri istenmistir.

ile belirlenmistir. Olcek, Flanagan, Syversten ve Stout (2007) tarafindan gelistirilen 9

Akfirat ve Cok’un (2013) yaptiklar calismada “Katilim Beklentisi Olcegi”, “Siyasal Katilim
Beklentileri” (a = ,82) ve “Toplumsal Katiim Beklentileri” (a = ,60) boyutlari olusturula-
rak degerlendirilmistir. Ayni calismada “Siyasal Konularda Sesini Duyurmak Olgegi” icin
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Cronbach alfa ig tutarlilik katsayisi ,66 olarak hesaplanmistir. Bu arastirmada, “Toplumsal
Katilim Olgegi” igin hesaplanan Cronbach alfa i¢ tutarliik katsayisinin (a =,83) yiiksek
oldugu belirlenmistir.

islem

Veri toplama araclari katilimcilara bireysel olarak uygulanmigtir. Arastirmanin amaci ve
veri toplama araglari ile ilgili katihmcilara bilgi verilmis, katimcilardan verilerin calismada
kullanilabilmesi igin izin ainmistir. Veri toplama araglarinin uygulanmasi yaklasik 40 dakika
sUrmuUstir. Arastirmada “iliskisel tarama modeli” (Karasar, 2011) kullaniimistir.

Verilerin analizi “SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Sciences) 22 for Windows” ile yapil-
mistir. Tamamlayici istatiksel analiz olarak frekans dagilimi analizi yapilmis; ylzde, aritme-
tik ortalama ve standart sapma degerleri hesaplanmistir. Arastirma degiskenleri arasindaki
iliskilerin incelenmesinde Pearson Momentler Carpimi korelasyon analizi, bagimsiz érnek-
lemler t-testi, tek yonli varyans analizi (ANOVA), Games-Howell Coklu Karsilastirma Testi
ve hiyerarsik ¢oklu regresyon analizi kullaniimistir. Etki buyUklugi ANOVA'larda eta-kare
(n?) degeri ile, bagimsiz érneklemler t-testlerinde ve ¢oklu karsilastirma testlerinde Cohen
d ile belirlenmistir. Etki buyUkltkleri, Cohen’in (1988) etki buyUklugu siniflandirmasina gére
degerlendiriimistir. Sonuglar p < ,05 anlamlilik diizeyinde yorumlanmistir.

Bulgular

Arastirma Degiskenlerine iliskin Betimsel istatistikler

Aragtirma grubunun toplumsal katiim, haberleri takip etme amaciyla kitle iletisim arac-
larini kullanimi, siyasal ve gincel konular ile ilgili gorisleri ifade etmek amaciyla sosyal
medya kullanimi puanlarina iligkin betimsel istatistikler Tablo 1’de sunulmustur.

Toplumsal katim diizeyi katiim faaliyetlerinin tirtine gére frekans ve ylzde analizleri ya-
pilarak incelenmistir. Genglerin cogunlugu (n = 431; %78,5) her segcimde oy kullandigini,
%45,4’0 (n = 249) korsan Urlnleri almadigini belirtmistir. Katilimcilarin yarisi génilli galis-
malara (n = 277; %50,5) ve imza kampanyalarina bazen katildigini (n = 294; %53,6) ifade
etmistir. Arastirma grubunun %51,5’i (n = 283) yasadigi yeri etkileyen saglik gibi konular
ile bazen ilgilendigini, %48,5’i (n = 266) yasadigi yerde bir sorunun ¢dzimu igin ¢ok sik
olmasa da calistigini belirtmistir.

Genglerin gogunlugu devlet gorevlileri (n = 374; %68,1) ve bir konuyla ilgili goruslerini ifa-
de etmek icin medya programlariyla hi¢cbir zaman iletisime gegmedigini (n = 350; %63,8)
ifade etmistir. Arastirma grubunun %60,3’0 (n = 331) hicbir zaman bir siyasal parti igin
gonllld calismadigini ve siyasal bir olusumu simgeleyen rozet ya da yaka karti tasimadi-
gini belirtmistir. Herhangi bir boykota (n = 336; %61,2) ya da siyasal eyleme katiimayan
gencler (n = 295; %53,7) arastirma grubunun yarisindan fazlasini olusturmaktadir.
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Tablo 1. Arastirma Degiskenlerine iliskin Betimsel istatistikler (N = 549)

Degiskenler X Ortanca Tepe Degeri Ss Ss?
Toplumsal Katilim 10,47 10,00 8,00 4,79 22,91
Haberleri Takip Etme 2,27 3,00 3,00 0,97 0,94
Sosyal Medya Kullanimi 2,33 3,00 0 1,91 3,64

Katilimcilarin %53,6’s1 (n = 294 kisi) haberleri glnlik olarak takip etmektedir. Arastir-
ma grubunun %75,8’inin (416 kisi) internetten, %66,8’inin (367 kisi) televizyondan ve
%43,9’unun (n = 241 kisi) gazeteden haberleri takip ettigi belirlenmistir. 185 kisi (%33,7)
haberleri ¢ kitle iletisim aracini da kullanarak takip ettiklerini ve sadece 57 kisi (%10,4)
haberler ile hi¢cbir zaman ilgilenmedigini ifade etmistir.

“Kisisel Bilgi Formu”nda haberlerin takip edildigi birden fazla kitle iletisim araci segile-
bilmektedir. Bu nedenle genglerin kullandiklar kitle iletisim araclarinin sayisina ve tiriine
gore de bir inceleme yapilmistir. Tablo 2’de gérlildugu gibi haberleri sadece gazeteden ve
gazetenin yani sira televizyondan veya internetten takip etme sikhigi diger iletisim aracla-
rinin kullanimina goére oldukca dustktir. Hem televizyondan hem de internetten haberleri
takip eden grup, (127 kisi; % 23,1) en yuksek katimciyi iceren grubu olusturmaktadir.

Arastirmaya katilan genclerin %64,3’0 (353 kisi) siyasal ve glincel konular ile ilgili goris-
lerini ifade etmek amaciyla farkli sikliklarda (6rn., giiniin her saati, ayda birka¢ kez) sosyal
medyayi kullanmaktadir. Her bir kullanim diizeyine gére incelendiginde, Tablo 1’de gérdl-
digu sosyal medyayi kullanmayanlar en biyik grubu (196 kisi; % 35,7) olusturmaktadir.
Sosyal medyadan siyasal iletisimde bulunan genclerden %44,8’i (158 kisi) sosyal medyayi
glinde birkag kez kullandigini belirtmistir.

Tablo 2. Kullanilan Kitle iletigim Aracina Gore Haberleri Takip Etme Sikligi (N = 549)

Degiskenler 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Toplam
n 65 13 41 75 14 29 127 185 549
% 11,8 2,4 75 | 13,7 | 2,6 5,3 23,1 33,7 100,0

Not: 0: Haberleri takip etmeyenler, 1: Sadece gazete, 2: Sadece televizyon, 3: Sadece internet, 4:

Gazete ve televizyon, 5: Gazete ve internet, 6: Televizyon ve internet, 7: Gazete, televizyon ve internet

Toplumsal Katimin Sosyo-demografik Ozelliklere Gore incelenmesi

Toplumsal katihm puanlan katiimcilarin sosyo-demografik 6zelliklerine (cinsiyet, yas ve
egitim duzeyi) goére incelenmistir. Cinsiyet gruplarinin puanlar, bagimsiz érneklemler
t-testi yapilarak karsilastinimistir. Cinsiyet gruplar (kadin = 0, erkek = 1) yapay (dummy)
degisken olarak yeniden kodlanmistir. Toplumsal katiim ile yas arasindaki iliski Pearson
momentler ¢carpimi korelasyon katsayisi hesaplanarak belirlenmistir. Egitim gruplarinin
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puanlar tek yonli varyans analizi (ANOVA) ile incelenmistir. Temel, orta ve ylksek egitim
diizeyi yapay (dummy) degisken olarak kodlandiktan sonra analiz yapiimigtir.

Bagimsiz drneklemler t-testinin ve ANOVA'nin gerceklestirilebilmesi icin bagimsiz goz-
lemlere dayanma, esit aralikli/oranli 6lgiim, normal dagilim ve grup varyanslarinin homojen
dagilimi sayiltilarinin karsilanmasi gerekmektedir (Field, 2009). Olceklerin yapisi ve yapilan
testlerin sonuclar dikkate alinarak sayiltilarin karsilandigi kabul edilmistir. ANOVA'larda Le-
vene Testi ile varyanslarin homojen dagiimadidi tespit edildiginde, gruplarin puanlan ara-
sindaki farklar Games-Howell Coklu Karsilastirma Testi ile incelenmistir. Homojen dagihim
saylltisinin karsilanmasini ve egitim gruplarindaki kisi sayisinin esit olmasini gerektirmedigi
(Field, 2009) icin ¢oklu karsilastirma testi olarak Games-Howell Testi tercih edilmistir.

Toplumsal katiim puanlarinin cinsiyete goére farklilastigi bulunmustur, #(453,38) = -2,23,
p < ,05. Erkeklerin (X = 11,03, Ss = 5,04) kadinlara (X = 10,09, Ss = 4,57) gore toplumsal
faaliyetlere daha fazla katildiklari belirlenmistir. Cinsiyet gruplar arasindaki anlaml farkin
etki buyukligunin (d = 0,20) kiguk oldugu gorilmektedir. Yapilan korelasyon analizinde
toplumsal katilim ile yas arasinda anlamli bir iliski olmadigi (o > ,05) belirlenmistir.

Egitim gruplarinin toplumsal katiim puanlarinin karsilastirildigi ANOVA ile gruplar arasinda
anlaml bir fark oldugu bulunmustur, F(2, 546) = 8,22, p < ,001, n? = ,03. Eta-kare degeri
(n?) kiicUk diizeyde etki biyukligini ifade etmektedir. Levene Testi, varyanslarin homojen
olarak dagiimadigini gostermistir, F(2, 546) = 18,64, p = ,000. Games-Howell Coklu Kar-
silastirma Testi ile temel egitim dlzeyi grubunun toplumsal katihm puanlarinin (X = 12,17,
Ss = 6,05) yuksek egitim grubunun puanlarina (X = 9,95, Ss = 4,21) gére anlamli diizeyde
(p < ,05) daha yiiksek oldugu belirlenmistir. Egitim gruplar arasindaki anlaml farkin etki
bUyUklGginin (d = 0,43) kiiclk oldugu gortlmustir. Toplumsal faaliyetlere katiim agisin-
dan orta diizeydeki egitim grubu (X = 11,25, Ss = 5,46) ile diger gruplar arasinda anlamli
bir fark bulunmamistir.

Toplumsal Katihmin Kitle iletisim Aracinin Tiiriine Goére incelenmesi

Genglerin haberleri takip etmek amaci ile kullandiklar kitle iletisim aracinin tirline gére
toplumsal katihm puanlari arasindaki farkliliklar incelenmistir. Haberleri gazeteden, televiz-
yondan ya da internetten takip eden gruplarin toplumsal katiim puanlari ile takip etmeyen
gruplann puanlari bir dizi bagimsiz 6rneklem t-testi yapilarak karsilastirimistir. Gazete,
televizyon ve internet degiskenleri yapay (dummy) degiskenler (6rn., gazete okumama =
0, gazete okuma = 1) olarak kodlanmistir.

Haberleri gazeteden takip etmeye gore toplumsal katihm puanlari incelendiginde gruplar
arasinda anlaml bir fark oldugu tespit edilmistir, 1(547) = -4,84, p < ,001. Gazete okuyan
genglerin (X = 11,57, Ss = 4,92) okumayanlara (X = 9,62, Ss = 4,50) gore toplumsal katihm
puanlarinin anlaml diizeyde daha yiksek oldugu belirlenmistir. Bu anlamli farkin etki bi-
yukligundn kigik (d = 0,41) oldugu sdylenebilir. Toplumsal katiim puanlarinin haberleri
televizyondan ya da internetten takip etmeye gére farkllasmadigi (p > ,05) bulunmustur.
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Bagimsiz drneklemler t-testi ile toplumsal katim ile gazete okuma arasinda gii¢lu bir
iliski oldugu belirlendigi i¢in gazete okumanin etkisi daha detayli bir sekilde incelenmisgtir.
Betimsel istatistikleri Tablo 2’de sunulan kitle iletisim araci gruplari, gazete grubu temel
alinarak birlestirilmistir. Haberleri sadece gazeteden takip edenlerle gazeteden ve ayni
zamanda internetten veya televizyondan takip edenler birlestirilmistir. Bu grup “gazete
grubu” olarak adlandiriimistir. Haberleri sadece televizyondan, sadece internetten, hem
televizyon hem de internetten takip eden katilimcilari iceren “televizyon veya internet gru-
bu” olusturulmustur. Haberleri higcbir zaman takip etmeyenlerin ve haberleri bitin kitle
iletisim araglarindan takip edenlerin yer aldigi gruplar korunmustur. Dért grubun toplumsal
katiim puanlari tek yonli varyans analizi (ANOVA) ve Games-Howell Coklu Karsilastirma
Testi yapilarak karsilastiriimistir.

Tablo 3. Kitle iletisim Aracinin Tiiriine Gére Toplumsal Katiim Puanlarina iliskin
ANOVA Sonugclari

Degiskenler Varyansin Kareler Kareler
913 Kaynagi Toplami Ortalamasi
Gruplar Arasi 701,11 3 233,70 10,75* ,06
Toplumsal -
11 7 4 21,7
Katihim Gruplar Igi 853,76 545 ,75
Toplam 12554,87 548

N =549; *p <,001

Toplumsal katihm puanlarini kitle iletisim araclarinin tiiriine gére incelemek igin yapi-
lan ANOVA'da gruplar arasinda anlaml fark oldugu (p < ,001) tespit edilmistir (Tablo 3).
Eta-kare degeri (n? orta diizeyde etki blyUkligini gostermektedir. Levene Testi ile var-
yanslarin homojen dagiimadigi (F(3, 545) = 2,69, p = ,045) belirlendigi icin gruplarin top-
lumsal katim puanlar Games-Howell Coklu Karsilastirma Testi ile incelenmisgtir.

Tablo 4. Kitle iletisim Aracinin Tiiriine Goére Toplumsal Katilimin Coklu Karsilastirma
Testi Sonuclan

Ortalama Farklan (X; - X)

Kitle iletisim Araglan

Gruplari | P 3
1- Hi¢ Takip Etmeyen 65 9,11 4,89 -
-3,96* )
2- Gazete 56 13,07 5,48 (d=0,76)
3- Televizyon veya B 3,32 )
intermnet 243 | 9,75 | 4,39 0,64 (@ 067)
4- Gazete, Televizyon, -2,00* -1,36* _
internet 185 | 1111 4686 |y 0.42) 196 | @-030)

Not: Etki bliyikligu (Cohen d) degerleri parantez icinde gésterilmistir.
N =549; *p <,05; * p <,001
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Tablo 4’te goruldigu gibi Games-Howell Goklu Karsilastirma Testi gazete grubunun ve
bitln kitle iletisim araclarini kullanan grubun toplumsal katilim puanlar diger gruplarin
puanlarina gore anlaml dizeyde (p < ,05) daha ylksektir. Anlaml farklarin kigik (d =
0,30, d = 0,42) ve orta (d = 0,67, d = 0,76) etki blyuluginde olduklari sdylenebilir. “Gazete
grubu” ile batin kitle iletisim araglarini kullananlari igeren grup, haberleri hi¢ takip etme-
yenler ile “televizyon veya internet grubu” arasinda anlamli bir fark (o >,05) bulunmamistir.

Toplumsal Katilim ile Haberleri Takip Etme ve Sosyal Medya
Kullanimi Arasindaki iliski

Toplumsal katilim ile haberleri takip etme, siyasal ve giincel olaylar ile ilgili gérisleri ifade
etmek amaciyla sosyal medya kullaniminin iligkisi korelasyon analizi ve hiyerarsik ¢oklu
regresyon analizi yapilarak incelenmistir. Regresyon analizinin yapilabilmesi i¢cin bagimsiz
gbzlemler, esit aralikli/oranh 6lgiim, sifir olmayan varyans, normal dagihm, artik terimler
arasindaki iligki, es varyanslilik, dogrusallik, coklu baginti sayiltilarinin karsilanmasi ge-
rekmektedir (Field, 2009). Veri toplama araclarinin yapisi ve uygulama sireci, sayiltilarin
incelendigi testlerin ve analizlerin sonuglar degerlendirildiginde sayiltilarin karsilandigi ka-
bul edilmistir.

Tablo 5. Arastirma Degiskenleri icin Hesaplanan Pearson Momentler Carpimi Kore-
lasyon Katsayilan

Degiskenler 1 2 3

1. Toplumsal Katilim -

2. Haberleri Takip Etme ,19* -

3. Sosyal Medya Kullanimi 31 ,38* -

N =549; *p <,001

Tablo 5’te gérildigu gibi butln arastirma degiskenleri arasinda pozitif ydnde anlamli iligki
bulunmaktadir. Cohen’in (1988) siniflandirmasina gére sosyal medya kullanimi ile top-
lumsal katilim (r = ,31; p < ,001) ve haberleri takip etme (r = ,38; p < ,001) arasinda orta
diizeyde iligki oldugu sdylenebilir. Toplumsal katilimin haberleri takip etme ile iligkisinin (r
=,19; p <,001) zayif oldugu goériimektedir.
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Tablo 6. Toplumsal Katilim icin Haberleri Takip Etmeye ve Sosyal Medya Kullanimina
Gore Yapilan Hiyerarsik Coklu Regresyon Analizinin Sonuclari

Degiskenler b SHb B t

1. Asama

Cinsiyet 0,65 0,42 ,07 1,56
Yas -0,06 0,12 -,02 -0,52
Egitim Dlzeyi -1,09 0,29 -,16 -3,71*
AR? ,03**

AF 6,35

2. Asama

Haberleri Takip Etme 0,52 0,22 ,11 2,35"
Sosyal Medya Kullanimi 0,60 0,11 24 5,31*
AR? ,09**

AF 26,16

N =549; *p <,05; ™ p <,001

Toplumsal katiim modeline ilk asamada kontrol degiskenleri olarak cinsiyet, yas ve egitim
duzeyi eklenmistir. Sosyo-demografik ézelliklerin toplumsal katiimi anlamli diizeyde yor-
dadigi bulunmustur, R? = ,03, F(3, 545) = 6,35, p < ,001. Kontrol degiskenlerinin toplam
varyansin %3’UnU acgikladigi ve egitim dlzeyinin (8 = -,16, p <,001) modele negatif ydonde
dzgiin katkisinin oldugu tespit edilmistir. ikinci asamada modele haberleri takip etme ve
sosyal medya kullanimi eklenmistir. Modelin anlaml oldugu tespit edilmistir, R2 = ,09,
F(5, 543) = 14,63, p < ,001. Sosyo-demografik 6zellikler kontrol edildikten sonra eklenen
degiskenlerin varyansi %9 daha fazla agiklayarak modele katki sagladiklar bulunmustur.
Haberleri takip etme (B =,11; p < ,05) ve sosyal medya kullanimi (3 = ,24; p <,001) modele
pozitif yénde katkida bulunmustur.

Tartisma

Siyasal, ekonomik ve sosyal kosullarin degismesi ile birlikte genclerin yasama iliskin
beklentileri, amaglar ve sorumluluklari da degismektedir. GiinimUzde 6zellikle teknolo-
jik gelismelerin etkisi ile bu degisim ¢ok hizli bir sekilde gerceklesmektedir. Bu nedenle
Turkiye’deki genclerin siyasal toplumsallasma slreclerinin incelenmesi ve bu streglere
etki eden degiskenlerin belirlenmesi énem tasimaktadir. Bu arastirmada siyasal toplum-
sallasma sureci, toplumsal katilim etkinlikleri incelenerek ele alinmigtir. Genglerin siyasal
toplumsallasmasinin énemli etmenlerinden biri olan kitle iletisim araglarinin kullanimina
odaklanilmistir. Toplumsal katiimin, haberleri takip etme ve siyasal iletisim kurma ama-
clyla sosyal medyayi kullanma ile iliskisi arastinimistir. Toplumsal katihm etkinlikleri, sos-
yo-demografik 6zelliklere ve kullanilan kitle iletisim aracinin tlriine gére de incelenmisgtir.

Arastirmaya katilan genclerin toplumsal etkinliklerde bulunma duzeyleri incelendiginde
genglerin gogunlugunun her segimde oy kullandigi gorilmustur. Gengler ¢cok sik olmasa
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da bazen goénulli ¢calismalara ve imza kampanyalarina katildiklarini, yasadiklari yeri etkile-
yen toplumsal sorunlar ile ilgilendiklerini ifade etmiglerdir. Siyasal ve toplumsal géruslerini
devlet gorevlileri ile ya da medya programlarinda higbir zaman paylasmadiklarini belirten
gengcler arastirma grubunun yarisindan fazlasini olusturmaktadir. Benzer sekilde genglerin
yarisindan fazlasi bir siyasal parti igin gondlli calisma, siyasal bir olusumu simgeleyen
rozet tasima ya da siyasal eylemlere katilma gibi etkinlikleri hicbir zaman yapmadiklarini
belirtmistir.

Bu bulgular, Turkiye’deki genclerin siyasal ifade ve toplumsal katilim igin tercih ettikleri
siyasal ve toplumsal etkinlikleri géstermesi agisindan énem tasimaktadir. Genglerin oy
kullanmayi vatandaslik gorevi olarak degerlendirdikleri ancak siyasal goérislerini bagka
ydntemlerle ifade etmeyi ¢ok fazla tercih etmedikleri sdylenebilir. Genglerin toplumsal so-
runlarin ¢6zUmu icin harekete gecerek goéntlli calismalara katildiklari ve yasadiklari yerle-
rin sorunlariyla ilgilendikleri goértlmektedir.

Toplumsal katilim diizeyi sosyo-demografik 6zelliklere gore incelendiginde erkeklerin
toplumsal etkinliklere kadinlardan daha fazla katildiklari bulunmustur. Toplumsal cinsiyet
farkhliklarinin son yillarda azaldigi (Quintelier, 2011) ve Turkiye’de kentte yasayan, egitim
diizeyi yUksek kadinlarin dnceki kusaklara gore toplumsal alanda daha fazla yer aldiklar
(Kagritgcibasi, 2000) vurgulansa da, toplumsal cinsiyet farkliliklar halen gérilmektedir. Di-
ger kultirde yapilan calismalarda da (Andolina ve ark., 2003; Hao ve ark., 2014) erkeklerin
daha fazla katihmda bulunduklari belirlenmistir.

Toplumsal cinsiyete iligskin bulgu, kadinlarin ve erkeklerin sosyallesme surecleri ile agik-
lanmaktadir. Kiz cocuklar diger bireylere karsi duyarli olmalari, sorumluluk duymalari ve
aileye 6nem vermeleri yoniinde tesvik edilmekte, erkek cocuklar ise bagimsiz olmalan
ve toplumda statl kazanmalarn icin cesaretlendiriimektedir (Hastings McShane, Parker
ve Ladha, 2007). Turkiye’de de benzer toplumsallasma slreclerinin goérildiguni soyle-
mek mimkundir (Kagit¢ibasi, 1981). Kadinlarin ve erkeklerin toplumsal cinsiyet rollerine
uygun hareket etmelerinin, farkli diizeylerde toplumsal faaliyetlere katiimalarinda etkili ol-
dugu sdylenebilir.

Toplumsal katim dizeyinin yasa bagl olarak farklilasmadigi belirlenmistir. Arastirma gru-
bunun yas araligi genis olmadidi ve katilimcilarin siyasal agidan toplumsallastiklar sos-
yo-tarihsel baglamlar benzerlik gésterdigi icin yasin etkisinin ortaya ¢cikmadigi 6ne siiri-
lebilir.

incelenen diger bir toplumsal katilim degiskeni egitim diizeyidir. Egitim gruplari arasindaki
anlamli tek farkin temel egitim dizeyi ile ylksek egitim diizeyi gruplan arasinda oldugu
bulunmustur. Temel egitim diizeyi grubu toplumsal etkinliklere daha fazla katihm sagla-
maktadir. Toplumsal katihm az sayida arastirmada egitim diizeyi acisindan incelenmis,
egitim dlzeyi arttikga katihm diizeyinin de arttigi belirlenmistir (Flanagan ve Levine, 2010;
Quintelier, 2011). Bu ¢alismada farkli bir sonuca ulagiimasinda, Turkiye’nin sosyo-kdiltirel
ozellikleri, TUrkiye’deki siyasal ifade ve katihm olanaklari, genglerin toplumsal sorunlara
yaklasimlari gibi farkli etmenlerin etkilerinden s6z etmek mimktindur. Ancak bu arastirma-
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da egitim diizeyinin bagka etmenler ile iliskisi incelenmemistir. Toplumsal katiimin énemli
belirleyicilerinden biri olarak goérilen egitim dizeyinin (Torney-Purta, 2004) etkilerinin ve
bu etkilerin nedenlerinin daha detayl arastirilmasi dnem tasimaktadir.

Haberleri takip etme sikhigi, kullanilan kitle iletisim aracinin tiriine goére incelendiginde
genclerin bilgi edinmek amaciyla interneti daha fazla tercih ettiklerini gésteren arastir-
malar (6rn., McLeod ve Shah, 2009) ile tutarli sonuglara ulasiimistir. Kullanim oranlarina
gbre bir siralama yapildiginda, haberlerin en fazla internetten ve en az gazeteden takip
edildigi gortulmektedir. Ayrica interneti siyasal ve gincel konular ile ilgili gérUslerini ifade
etmek amaciyla kullanan genclerin arastirma grubunun biyik cogunlugunu olusturdugu
belirlenmistir. internetin hem bilgi alma hem de siyasal iletisim amaciyla gencler arasinda
yaygin olarak kullaniimasi, internetin Turkiye’deki genclerin siyasal toplumsallasma stre-
cinde 6nemli bir etmen oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. internetin tercih edilmesinde, gérsel
malzemeler iceren bilgi kaynaklar sunmasi ve siyasal iletisimi kolaylastiran sosyal aglara
erisim imkani vermesi etkili olmaktadir (Schlozman ve ark., 2010).

Gazete okuma diizeyi distk oldugu halde gazete okumanin toplumsal katilim ile iliskisinin
gUcli oldugu bulunmustur. Haberleri gazeteden takip eden genclerin etmeyenlere gére
toplumsal etkinliklere daha fazla katildiklari belirlenmistir. Ancak benzer bir farklilik televiz-
yon ya da internet kullanan gencler ile kullanmayanlar karsilastirildiginda gérilmemistir.
Toplumsal katilim agisindan gazetenin televizyon ve internete kiyasla daha etkili oldugu
bulgusu, kitle iletisim araglarinin kullanimi daha ayrintili incelendiginde de ortaya ¢ikmistir.

“Gazete grubu”nda (sadece gazete, gazete ve internet/televizyon) yer alan genclerin, ha-
berleri hi¢ takip etmeyen genclerden ve “televizyon veya internet grubundan” toplumsal
etkinliklere daha fazla katildiklan belirlenmistir. “Gazete grubu”nun toplumsal katiim pu-
anlari ile haberleri buttin kitle iletisim araglarindan takip eden genclerin katilim puanlar
arasinda anlaml bir fark bulunmamistir. Bu bulgu, gazetenin toplumsal katihm agisindan
6nemine iliskin sonuglari desteklemektedir. Ayrica buttn kitle iletisim araglarini kullanan
genglerin toplumsal katihm duzeyinin, haberler ile hic ilgilenmeyen genclerin ve “televiz-
yon veya internet grubu”nun katiimindan daha yiksek oldugu tespit edilmistir. Gazetenin
onemini gosteren bulgular, bu farkin kitle iletisim araci gesitliliginin artmasindan degil de
gazetenin etkisinden kaynaklandigini distindirmektedir.

Diger bazi arastirmalarda da (6rn., Norris, 1996; Shah, McLeod ve Yoon, 2001) televizyon
ile toplumsal katihm arasindaki iliskiye gore gazetenin toplumsal katilim ile daha gicli ve
pozitif yonde iliskili oldugu gosterilmistir. Ancak gazete gibi geleneksel iletisim araclarinin,
siyasal konulara ilginin ve toplumsal katilimin artmasi agisindan internet kadar etkili olma-
digi belirtilmistir (Bachman ve ark., 2010). Bilgi edinmek igin interneti kullanmanin siyasal
sisteme giivenin ve toplumsal katimin artmasi (Shah, Kwak ve Holbert, 2001; Skoric ve
Poor, 2013) gibi olumlu sonuglari oldugu bulunmustur. Haberlerin internetten takip edil-
mesinin toplumsal katiim acgisindan bu olumlu sonuglarinin arastirmaya katilan gencler
icin gecerli olmadigr gértlmektedir.

Kitle iletisim araclari ile ilgili diger dnemli bir bulgu, haberleri takip etmeyen gencler ile
“televizyon veya internet grubu” arasinda toplumsal katiim agisindan anlamli bir fark ol-
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madiginin bulunmasidir. Haberlerin televizyondan veya internetten izlenmesinin toplumsal
katiim agisindan bir fark olusturmamasi, televizyonun ve internetin siyasal toplumsallas-
maya katkilarinin sorgulanmasina neden olmaktadir. Ancak arastirma kapsaminda haber-
lerin icerigi ve kapsami gibi 6zellikler incelenmedigi icin, toplumsal katilim dizeyinin kitle
iletisim aracinin tiirline gore farklilasmasinda rol oynayan etmenlerle ilgili kesin bir sonuca
ulasmak mimkun degildir.

Yapilan hiyerarsik ¢oklu regresyon analizi ile denenen toplumsal katilim modelinin anlami
oldugu belirlenmistir. Sosyo-demografik 6zellikler kontrol edildikten sonra haberleri takip
etmenin ve siyasal iletisim amaciyla sosyal medya kullaniminin toplumsal katihmi pozitif
yoénde yordadigi bulunmustur. Genglerin haberleri takip etme ve sosyal medyada gorislerini
ifade etme sikliklar arttikga, toplumsal katiimda bulunma olasiliklar da artmaktadir.

Haberlerin takip edilmesi ile toplumsal katilim arasindaki pozitif iliski, kitle iletisim araglari-
nin etkilerinin kullanim amaglarina bagli oldugu gérisina (Norris, 1996; Shah, McLeod ve
Yoon, 2001) desteklemektedir. Kitle iletisim araclarinin eglence amaci ile (Putnam, 1995;
2000) degil de bilgilenmek icin kullaniminin siyasal konulara ilginin artmasi ile iligkili oldu-
gu gosterilmistir (Boulianne, 2009; Shah ve ark., 2005). Kitle iletisim araglarinin kullanimi-
nin toplumsal etkinliklere daha fazla katim saglanmasinda rol oynadigi savunulmaktadir
(Delli Carpini, 2000; Shah, Kwak ve Holbert, 2001).

Haberleri takip eden gencler; siyasal ve glincel olaylar, toplumsal katilim olanaklari hak-
kinda bilgilerini arttirmakta (Klofstad, 2007), toplumsal konular Gzerine aile ve arkadaglari
ile daha cok tartismaktadirlar (McDevitt ve Chaffee, 2002). Toplumun karsilastigi sorunlar
Uzerine daha fazla disiinmekte (Klofstad, 2007), sorunlara ¢6zim yollari aramaktadirlar.
Toplumsal bilginin ve ¢dzim yollar arayisinin toplumsal katilim ile hayata gecirildigi soy-
lenebilir.

Toplumsal katihm ile internette siyasal ve giincel konular hakkinda goérusleri ifade etme
arasinda bulunan iligki siyasal iletisim calismalarinin (6rn., Erentaite ve ark., 2012, Shah ve
ark., 2005) bulgulari ile tutarllik goéstermektedir. Sosyal medya Uizerinden yapilan siyasal
iletisim arttikgca genclerin toplumsal katilimda bulunma olasiligi da artmaktadir. Genglerin
sosyal medyada siyasal gorUslerini ifade etmelerinde sosyal aglardaki iligkilerin gelenek-
sel iletisim bicimlerindeki kadar hiyerarsi barindirmamasinin (Schlozman ve ark., 2010) ve
fikir paylasimlarinin ézgiirce yapilabilmesinin rol oynadigi éne stiriilebilir. internetin bilgi
edinmek icin kullaniimasinin (Shah, Kwak ve Holbert, 2001; Skoric ve Poor, 2013), siyasal
sisteme glivenin ve toplumsal katilimin artmasinda rol oynadigi gosterilmistir. Ayrica sos-
yal medyada siyasal goruglerin ifade edilmesi, gengler arasinda bilgi aligverisinin yapilma-
sini sagladidi igin de toplumsal katiima olumlu yonde etki etmektedir.

Siyasal iletisim; toplumsal degerlerin, toplumsal katim olanaklarinin ve toplumsal sorun-
larin 6grenilmesine katki saglamaktadir (Klofstad, 2007). Toplumsal konulara ilginin artma-
sinda (Andolina ve ark., 2003) ve siyasal anlayis gelistirmede rol oynamaktadir. Genglerin
aile ve arkadagslaryla ya da sosyal medyada yaptiklari géris paylasimlari, siyasal gérus-
lerini sorgulamalarina ve savunmalarina olanak saglamaktadir. Siyasal iletisim, genclerin
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toplumsal etkinliklerde kullandiklari bilissel, sosyal (Shah ve ark., 2009) ve iletisim (Kirlin,
2003) becerilerinin gelismesine katki saglamaktadir. Siyasal iletisimin bu olumlu sonug-
larinin genclerin daha sorumlu ve etkin vatandaslar olmalarinda rol oynadigi sdylenebilir.

Diger yandan gengler toplumsal etkinliklere daha fazla katihm sagladikga, toplumsal so-
runlarla ilgili farkindaliklari (Youniss ve ark., 1997) ve incinebilir gruplara kargi duyarliliklari
(Yates ve Youniss, 1996) artmaktadir. Katildiklan etkinlikler sonucunda degisen tutumlari,
degerleri ve kimliklerine paralel olarak (Youniss ve ark., 1997) genclerin haberleri daha
fazla takip etmeye ve goruslerini sosyal medyada daha fazla ifade etmeye basladiklari da
6ne surdlebilir.

Sonug ve Oneriler

Arastirmanin, psikoloji calismalarinda az yer verilen geng yetiskinlik dénemindeki siya-
sal toplumsallagsmanin, toplumsal katiimin ve kitle iletisim araglarinin siyasal toplumsal-
lasmaya etkilerinin incelenmesi agisindan alan yazinina katki sagladigi distiniimektedir.
Arastirmanin en énemli katkilarindan biri haberlerin gazeteden takip edilmesinin televiz-
yonun ya da internetin aksine toplumsal katihm ile pozitif yénde iligkili oldugunun g&ste-
rilmesidir. GiniimuUzde televizyon ve internetin gencler tarafindan ne kadar sik ve yaygin
olarak kullanildigi disinuldidgiinde, kitle iletisim araglarinin siyasal toplumsallagsmaya
etkileri acisindan dikkat ¢ekici bir sonuctur. Diger 6nemli bir sonug ise haberleri takip
etmenin ve siyasal iletisim amaci ile sosyal medya kullaniminin toplumsal katima olumiu
etkilerinin oldugunun belirlenmesidir.

25 ile 30 yaslan arasindaki genclerin cesitli siyasal ve toplumsal faaliyetlere katildiklarinin
ve erkeklerin toplumsal katiiminin kadinlara gére daha yiiksek oldugunun belirlenmesi,
Turkiye’deki genclerin siyasal toplumsallasma sureglerinin anlasiimasi agisindan énem
tasimaktadir. Arastirmanin alan yazinina diger bir katkisi, internetin kullanim amacina bagh
olarak siyasal toplumsallagsmaya etkilerinin farkli oldugunun gdsterilmesidir.

Genglerin siyasal toplumsallasma surecinin daha iyi anlasilabilmesi igin kitle iletisim araclarinin
yani sira aile, arkadaslar ya da sivil toplum kuruluslarn gibi farkl degiskenlerin siyasal toplum-
sallasmaya etkilerinin arastinimasi énemlidir. Haber kaynaklarina guiven, toplumsal olaylara
iliskin kayg dlzeyi gibi degiskenlerin, siyasal ifadenin desteklenme dizeyi gibi etmenlerin
de incelendigi arastirmalarin yapilmasi 6nerilmektedir. Ayrica, internet Gzerinden yapilan top-
lumsal katiim etkinliklerinin daha fazla arastinimasi, internetin geleneksel toplumsal katilimi
tamamlayici etkisinin belirlenebilmesi agisindan dnem tasimaktadir.

Genclerin siyasal ve toplumsal gelisim dzelliklerinin daha dogru bir sekilde anlasilabilmesi
icin arastirmalarin farkli sosyo-demografik, siyasal ve kilttrel 6zellikleri olan genclik grup-
lari ile gerceklestiriimesi 6nerilmektedir. Siyasal toplumsallasmanin yasam boyu devam
ettigi anlayisi benimsenerek boylamsal arastirmalar yapilmasi, farkli yasam dénemlerinde-
ki siyasal ve toplumsal gelisiminin karsilastiriimasi dnem tasimaktadir. Siyasal toplumsal-
lasmanin, farkl kusaklari etkileyen sosyal ve tarihsel olaylarin incelendigi disiplinler arasi
calismalar yapilarak incelenmesinin énemli oldugu dustiniimektedir.
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Petek Akman Ozdemir**

SSocial, economic and cultural changes have significant influence on political and social
development of young people. It is important to examine political socialization in youth
since political and social values, attitudes and behaviors are shaped in this period of
life. In this study, political socialization of Turkish young people between the ages of 25
and 30 is investigated in line with the assumptions of political socialization approaches
(Hyman, 1959; Shah, McLeod & Lee, 2009). The relationship of civic engagement with fol-
lowing news via different types of mass media and using social media to express opinions
on social matters is examined.

Political socialization can be defined as a process of learning political system, values,
attitudes and participating in political culture. Besides family and school, mass media is
an important factor playing role in political socialization (Atkin & Gantz, 1978; Chaffee,
Ward & Tipton, 1970; McDevitt & Chaffee, 2002; Niemi & Hepburn, 1995). These factors
influence political socialization of young people but young people are not considered as
passive but rather active in their own political socialization processes (McDevitt & Chaf-
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fee, 2002) like selecting consciously which type of media to use (Buckingham, 1997). As
social conditions change, people need to adapt to those changes. Therefore, political
socialization is believed to be a life-long process (Sears & Brown, 2003).

There are various arguments about which activities can be considered as civic en-
gagement (Cicognani, Zani, Fournier, Gavray & Born, 2012; Da Silva, Sanson, Smart &
Toumbourou, 2004; Pancer, Pratt, Hunsberger & Alisat, 2007). These arguments mostly
result from the differentiation of political activities from civic activities. In this study, civ-
ic engagement is defined as encompassing both political and civic activities which are
conducted by citizens to solve social problems and participate in community decisions
(Youniss et al., 2002).

Civic engagement has been examined in relation to socio-demographic variables, various
psychological and social variables such as identity development and social responsibility
(Crocetti, Jahromi & Meeus, 2012; Pancer et al., 2007). It was found that men engaged
in more civic activities that women (Andolina, Jenkins, Zukin & Keeter, 2003; Hao, Wen
& George, 2014) and civic engagement level in adolescence was strongly and positively
related to engaging in more political and civic activities (Kirlin, 2003; Youniss, McLellan,
Su & Yates, 1999). Civic engagement has been demonstrated to contribute to political
and social development of young people (Bobek, Zaff, Li & Lerner, 2009; Yates & Youniss,
1996; Youniss et al., 2002).

The studies on effects of media use on political socialization focus on the effects of fre-
quency of media use and types of media on the development of social skills, political atti-
tudes and behaviors (Newton, 1999; McLeod & Shah, 2009; Shah, 1998). Two contrasting
arguments have been proposed regarding effects of media use, one of them underlining
the negative effects of mass media (Putnam, 1995; 2000) and the other emphasizing pos-
itive effects of media (Newton, 1999). Many studies (Delli Carpini, 2000; Shah, McLeod
& Yoon, 2001) have shown that mass media use leads to increase in civic engagement,
political knowledge and communication.

It is also argued that how mass media influences political socialization depends on media
use purposes (Norris, 1996; Shah, McLeod & Yoon, 2001). The positive effects have been
observed for media use only with knowledge purposes (Boulianne, 2009; Shah, Cho,
Eveland & Kwak, 2005; McLeod, 2000) not with recreational purposes (Putnam, 2000).
Besides, different types of media have different effects on political socialization (Shah,
McLeod & Yoon, 2001). For example, civic engagement was found be negatively related
to watching news on television (Shah, 1998) but positively related to reading newspaper
(Norris, 1996). It was also demonstrated that using the linternet to follow news (Skoric
& Poor, 2013) and for political communication (Shah et al., 2005) led to higher civic en-
gagement.

Method

The research group consisted of 549 young people (323 women, 226 men) between the
ages of 25 and 30. Most of the participants (79.8%) were employed and 8.6% were stu-
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dents. Three education level groups (low, medium and high) were formed. More than half
of the research group (69%) was in high education group.

“Personel Data Sheet” was developed to measure socio-demographic variables (gender,

age, education level) and mass media use. It included a question regarding the type of
media used to follow news and the participants were allowed to choose more than one
type of media. The frequency of following news and social media use to express opinions
on political and current events was measured with subsequent questions.

Civic engagement was measured with “Civic Engagement Scale” consisting of 12 items.
The scale was formed by combining “Expectations for Civic Engagement Scale” (e.g.,
“Vote on a regular basis”) and “Political Voice Scale” (e.g., “Contact a newspaper, radio,
or TV talk show to express your opinion on an issue.”). The scales were developed by
Flanagan, Syvertsen and Stout (2007). Participants were asked to indicate how often (3 =
Very often, 2 = Sometimes, 1 = Never) they engaged in civic activities in the past. Cron-
bach’s alpha was .83.

The measures were administered to participants individually. The participants took part
in the study were volunteers and gave permission for the data to be used in the study.
The survey lasted approximately 40 minutes. In the study “relational screening model”
(Karasar, 2011) was used. The relationship between research variables were analyzed
with t-tests, one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) and hierarchical multiple regression.
The significance level was set at .05 for all analyses.

Results

The descriptive statistics for research variables are presented in Table 1. Most of the
participants (78.5%) indicated that they voted on regular basis. The half of the research
group was doing volunteer work (50.5%) and signing a petition (53.6%) occasionally.
More than the half of the participants mentioned that they had never contacted someone
in government (68.1%), a newspaper, radio, or TV talk show (63.8%) to express their
opinions on an issue.

Table 1. Descriptive Statistics for Research Variables (N = 549)

Variables X Median Mode SD S?

Civic Engagement 10.47 10.00 8.00 4.79 22.91
Following News 2.27 3.00 3.00 0.97 0.94
Social Media Use 2.33 3.00 0 1.91 3.64

53.6% of the participants were following news on daily basis. The frequency of media use
varied depending on the type of mass media. The Internet was used the most (75.8%),
followed by television (66.8%) and newspaper (43.9%). 57 participants were identified as
showing no interest in news. 64.3% of the participants were using social media as means
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of political communication and 44.8% of these participants were expressing opinion on
social media several times a day.

Civic engagement scores were analyzed by socio-demographic variables. Independ-
ent samples t-tests showed a significant difference between gender groups, #(453.38) =
-2.23, p < .05. Men (X = 11.03, SD = 5.04) reported higher engagement in civic activities
than women (X = 10.09, SD = 4.57). Correlational analysis revealed no significant relation-
ship between age and civic engagement. ANOVA showed that civic engagement scores
differed significantly among education groups, F(2, 546) = 8.22, p < .001, n2 = .03. To
compare differences among groups Games Howell Test was used as it did not require
homogeneity of variances (Field, 2009). Low education group (X = 12.17, SD = 6.05) had
higher civic engagement scores than high education group (X = 9.95, SD = 4.21).

A series of independent samples t-tests were run to analyze civic engagement by the type
of mass media used to follow news. Newspaper was identified as the only media type
that had an effect on civic engagement [t(547) = -4.84, p < .001]. The participants who
read newspapers (X = 11.57, SD= 4.92) had significantly higher civic engagement scores
than the participants who did not (X = 9,62, SD = 4.50).

Media groups were combined in order to examine effects of using more than one type
of media. Two new groups were formed, “newspaper group” and “television or internet
group”. “Newspaper group” consisted of participants who only read newspapers and
followed news via television or the Internet as well as reading newspapers. “Television or
internet group” included only television, only the Internet or both television and internet
groups. The participants using all types of media formed the third group. The final group
included participants who were not interested in news. ANOVA revealed a significant dif-
ference among these four groups for civic engagement, F(3, 545) = 10.75, p < .001, n2 =
.06. Civic engagement scores of “newspaper group” (X = 13.07, SD= 5.48) and the group
using all types of media (X = 11.11, SD= 4.66) were found to be significantly higher than
the scores of “television or internet group” (X = 9.75, SD= 4.39) as well as the scores of
the group not interested in news (X = 9.11, SD= 4.89). No additional significant differenc-
es were found between groups.

Civic engagement, following news and social media were found to be positively correlat-
ed. Correlations among research variables ranged from .19 to .38. Hierarchical regression
analyses were conducted to assess predictive power of following news and social media
use on civic engagement. In the first step, socio-demographic variables were entered.
They significantly predicted civic engagement, R2 = .03, F(3, 545) = 6.35, p < .001. Edu-
cation level (B = -.16, p < .001) was the only socio-demographic variable predicting civic
engagement. In the second step, following news and social media use were added. The
model was found to be significant, R? = .09, F(5, 543) = 14.63, p < .001. After controlling
for socio-demographic variables, following news (8 = .11, p < .05) and media use (B = .24,
p < .001) positively predicted civic engagement and explained additional 9% of variance.
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Table 2. Hierarchical Multiple Regression Analyses Predicting Civic Engagement

Variables b SHb B t
Step 1

Gender 0,65 0,42 ,07 1,56
Age -0,06 0,12 -,02 -0,52
Education -1,09 0,29 -,16 -3,71*
AR2 ,03*

AF 6,35

Step 2

Following News 0,52 0,22 11 2,35*
Social Media Use 0,60 0,11 24 5,31**
AR2 ,09*

AF 26,16

N =549; *p <,05; ** p <,001

Political, economic and social changes influence expectations from life, goals in life and the
responsibilities of young people. Therefore, it is important to determine the factors playing
role in political socialization of young people. In the present study, political socialization was
examined by assessing civic engagement. The aim of the study was to determine effects of
mass media use on civic engagement.

The frequency analysis of civic engagement by type of activity showed that young people con-
sidered voting as a responsibility of citizens. Most of the participants indicated that they were
voting on regular basis but they did not prefer expressing their opinions on social and political
matters via other channels as much. Young people were found to be moderately involved in
community issues such as health or safety and volunteer work. Men were found to be more
involved in civic activities than women. Although it has been argued that gender differences
have declined in recent years (Quintelier, 2011), it is shown that gender differences still exist in
terms of civic engagement. Gender socialization may account for these differences.

Consistent with previous studies (McLeod & Shah, 2009), the Internet was identified as the
type of mass media mostly used by young people to follow news. Most of the participants
were also using the Internet to express opinions on political and social matters. The wide-
spread use of the Internet to access information and for political communication among Turk-
ish young people suggests that the Internet is an important factor in their political socialization.

In spite of low rate of following news on printed version of newspaper, it was found to be
strongly related to civic engagement. Young people who read newspapers reported en-
gaging in more civic activities than those who did not. Following news via television or the
linternet did not lead to the same results. In some studies (e.g., Norris, 1996; Shah, McLeod
& Yoon, 2001), the positive relationship between newspaper and civic engagement has been
shown to be stronger than the relationship of television with civic engagement.

However, it has been indicated that the Internet is more effective than any other media in
terms of political interest and civic engagement of young people (Bachman, Kaufhold, Lewis
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& Gil de Zuhiga, 2010; Shah, Kwak & Holbert, 2001; Skoric & Poor, 2013). These effects of
the Internet are not observed in this study. Besides, in terms of civic engagement no signifi-
cant difference was found between “television group” or “the Internet group” and those who
were not interested in news. This finding leads to questioning the positive effects of internet
on political socialization.

Hierarchical multiple regression revealed that following news and social media use for po-
litical communication positively predicted civic engagement after controlling for socio-de-
mographic variables. This finding supports the argument which states that the purpose of
media use determines whether mass media will have positive or negative effects on political
socialization (Norris, 1996; Shah, McLeod & Yoon, 2001). Not recreational use of media (Put-
nam, 1995; 2000) but informative use of media (Boulianne, 2009; Delli Carpini, 2000; Shah,
Kwak & Holbert, 2001; Shah et al., 2005) was found be positively related to political interest
and civic engagement. Following news helps young people acquire knowledge on political
and social matters (Klofstad, 2007), engenders more political communication with family
and friends (McDevitt & Chaffee, 2002) and leads to thinking more about social problems
(Klofstad, 2007) and ways of solving them.

The finding that use of social media for political communication contributed to civic engage-
ment was consistent with the findings of previous studies (6rn., Erentaite, Zukauskiené, Bey-
ers & Pilkauskaité-Valickiené, 2012; Shah et al., 2005). Political communication allows young
people learn social values, civic engagement opportunities and social problems (Klofstad,
2007). Besides, political communication leads to an increase in political interest (Andolina et
al., 2003) and contributes to development of cognitive, social (Shah et al., 2009) and com-
munication (Kirlin, 2003) skills used in civic engagement.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The most important finding of the study is that the influence of reading newspapers on civic
engagement is stronger than the effects of television and the Internet. Another important
result is that following news and using social media to express opinions contribute to civic
engagement. These results underline the significant role of mass media in political socializa-
tion in youth. However, the positive effects of mass media are found to be dependent on the
type of mass media and purposes of media use. The results are believed to contribute to the
better understanding of political socialization of Turkish youth with regard to the relationship
between mass media use and civic engagement. In this domain, the role of different social,
political and psychological variables in political socialization in youth should be examined in
more detail by also taking political and cultural changes into account.
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Smoking Among Turkish University
Students

Hikmet Yazicr*

Abstract

Smoking which may lead to serious health problems, is commonly observed among young people.
The recent increased use of cigarettes by young people and its relation to psychological symptoms
are reasons for increasing research into smoking. The main objective of this cross-sectional study
was to analyze the association between psychological symptoms with smoking status. A sample of
779 students (smokers=206, nonsmokers=573) answered a questionnaire including demographic
variables and items regarding smoking. Psychological symptoms were measured by Brief Symptom
Inventory (BSI). Current smokers reported significantly higher levels of depressive symptoms (t=-
3.16), anxiety (t=-3.58), self-negativity (t=-3.08), somatization (t=-3.29) and hostility (t=-6.27) than
non-smokers. The results also indicate that self-negativity (OR=0.95, 95% Cl=0.91-1.99) and hostili-
ty (OR=1.12, 95% CI=1.07-1.17) were variables significantly associated with current smoking status.
These findings suggest that certain psychological symptoms are strongly related to risk for smoking.

Keywords: Depression, Anxiety, Self-negativity, Somatization, Hostility, Smoking, Turkish College
Students.
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Tiirk Universite Ogrencilerinde
Psikolojik Belirtiler ve
Sigara icme

Hikmet Yazicr*

Oz

Ciddi saglik sorunlarina yol agan sigara igme, gencler arasinda yaygin olarak gézlenmektedir. Psi-
kolojik belirtilerle iligkili sigara tiketiminin gencler arasinda yayinlasmasi bu alandaki arastirmalari
da arttirmaktadir. Kesitsel nitelikteki bu calismanin temel amaci, sigara igme aliskanhg ile psikolo-
jik belirtiler arasindaki iliskileri incelemektir. Orneklemi 779 égrenciden (Sigara icenler=206, icme-
yenler=573) olusan gcalismada katimcilar kisisel bilgi formu ve sigara icme aligkanliklarini belirten
sorulara cevap vermislerdir. Psikolojik belirtiler Kisa Semptom Envanteri (KSE) ile toplanmistir. Ana-
lizler sonucunda sigara i¢enlerin depresyon (t=-3.16), kaygi (t=-3.58), olumsuz benlik (t=-3.08), so-
matizasyon (t=-3.29) ve karsi gelme (t=-6.27) puanlar sigara icmeyenlerinkinden anlamli diizeyde
yuksek cikmistir. Sonuglar ayrica olumsuz benlik kavraminin (OR=0.95, 95% CI=0.91-1.99) ve karsI
gelmenin (OR=1.12, 95% CI=1.07-1.17) sigara icme aliskanhgi ile anlamli diizeye iliskili oldugunu
ortaya koymaktadir. Bu sonuclar psikolojik belirtilerin sigara icme davranisi icin risk teskil ettigini
gOstermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Depresyon, Kaygi, Olumsuz Benlik, Bedenlestirme, Karsi Gelme, Sigara icme,
Turk Universite Ogrencileri.
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Psychological Symptoms and Smoking Among Turkish University Students

The relationship between smoking and several psychopathologies is long established
(Talati, Keyes, & Hasin, 2016). Epidemiological researches have revealed that smoking
prevalence has been observed in developed western countries and in subgroups of these
countries at varying rates. In most European countries smoking prevalence of individu-
als having mental disorder record has been found to be two times higher than general
population (Lasser et al., 2000). However, there have been no comprehensive researches
regarding the determination of smoking prevalence among the individuals having mental
disorders in developing countries (Chandra et al., 2005).

Turkey is a developing country. Within the scope of the project conducted with World
Health Organization and Center for Diseases Control and Prevention, CDC, it has been
determined that 31.3% of the individuals at the age of 15 and higher use tobacco and
tobacco products either every day or some of the time (TSI, 2008). There is a very limited
number of studies about smoking in individuals who have various forms of mental disor-
ders in Turkey. But, many studies have been conducted to examine the relation between
smoking and mental disorders in developed countries. For example, in a study in the
USA, it is determined that smoking of the individuals having different mental disorders
vary between 40% and 85% (Leonard et al., 2001); this rate is four times higher than
normal population (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2008). According to the
results of another research, smoking prevalence observed in the individuals having psy-
chiatric disorder is approximately two times higher than the ones having no psychiatric
disorder (Gwynn et al., 2008).

Among psychiatric patients whose smoking prevalence is observed at a high rate of
58.9%, 55% of those who have anxiety disorders and 51% of those who have mood
disorders have smoking habits (Poirier et al., 2002). It is determined that smokers have
history of major depression, alcohol and drug addiction, unstable and anxious person-
ality. These findings show that smokers have commonly mood, anxiety, substance-use
disorders and personality disorders (Black, Zimmerman, & Coryell, 1999).

Symptoms of behavior disorder are related with smoking (Black, Zimmerman, & Coryell,
1999). In this respect, there has been found a strong relation between heavy smoking
and general mental disorders and their severity. However there has not been any sig-
nificant difference in general mental disorders between non-smokers, ex-smokers and
occasional smokers (Araya, Gaete, Rojas, Fritsch & Lewis, 2007). The effect of nicotine in
cigarettes is an important reason for the prevalence of smoking among people who have
mental disorders. Compared to placebo effect, the effect of nicotine dose reduces de-
pression-dejection, anger-hostility, fatigue-inertia and general negative mood levels (Ju-
liano, Fucito, & Harrell, 2011). In a longitudinal study which is made with the use of MMPI
and covers 20 years, it is determined that people who start smoking have rebellious,
impulsive, sensation seeking and hostile features, among these individuals, the ones who
have smoked for 20 years demonstrate sensation-seeking and hostile features (Lipkus,
Barefoot, Williams, & Siegler, 1994).
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Smoking prevalence decreases in adult population (CDC, 1999), while it tends to increase
among young adults (Stanton, Oei, & Silva, 1994). This situation highlights the impor-
tance of examining the reasons why young people smoke. Turkey has a young popula-
tion whose average age is 29,3 (http://www.invest.gov.tr). In Turkey, 40.4% of individuals
between the ages of 25-34 use tobacco and tobacco products (TSI, 2008). In this study,
the relation between smoking among young people and psychological symptoms is in-
vestigated.

Methods

Participants

The sample of this study comprised students of the Karadeniz Technical University in
Trabzon. The total number of students is 779, randomly selected from various faculties,
departments and programs, including 446 female (57.30%) and 333 male (42.70%) stu-
dents. The average age of the sample was 20.92 (SD=1.73) years, ranging from the age of
16 to 30. Of the 779 students, 206 (26.4%) were categorized as smokers and 573 (73.6%)
as non-smokers.

Instruments

Demographic Characteristics and Smoking Status: The assessment included demo-
graphic characteristics, as well as a smoking status questionnaire developed by the author
of this study that inquired about gender, parental smoking and socioeconomic status (SES).

Brief Symptom Inventory (BSI): The BSI, developed by Derogatis (1992), is a men-
tal-health—-screening instrument composed of 53 items represented by nine symptom
scales: (1) Somatization (SOM), (2) Obsessive-Compulsive (O-C), (3) Interpersonal Sensi-
tivity (INT), (4) Depression (DEP), (5) Anxiety (ANX), (6) Hostility (HOS), (7) Phobic Anxiety
(PHOB), (8) Paranoid Ideation (PAR) and (9) Psychoticism (PSY) and three global mental
health indexes. The inventory has been translated and adapted to Turkish by Sahin and
Durak (1994). The Turkish version of the scale appeared to have five dimensions: anxiety,
depression, self-negativity, somatization, and hostility. In the current study, Global Sever-
ity Index (GSI), which provides a composite measure of the severity of overall symptoms
(scores ranging from 0 to 4), was used as an index of global mental health. The alpha
coefficients of the factor subscale ranged between .70 (for depression) and .88 (for so-
matization). The correlation coefficients of the factor subscale with the other instruments
ranged between -.45 and .71.

Procedure

The survey instruments were distributed in a classroom setting by the course instructor.
The questionnaires took approximately 25 minutes to complete. No identifying informa-
tion was collected during the study. Involvement in the study was completely voluntary.
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Data Analysis

The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS. 15.0) program was used for sta-
tistical analysis. Student’s t and Chi-Square tests was used in calculating differences
between groups, and logistic regression was used to model the association between
gender, parental smoking status, SES, anxiety, depression, self-negativity, somatization,
and hostility with smoking status (smokers and non-smokers). Prediction models were
developed and tested using the formal model-building step outlined by Hosmer and Le-
meshow (2000).

Results
Sample Characteristics

The statistical analysis demonstrated that 28 % of the total number of participants (44%
males; 13% females) smoked one or more cigarettes per day. Among current smokers,
the mean age of initiation was 16.53 (SD=2.69). Gender was correlated with smoking
(c?=96.88, df=1, p<.001). There were no significant differences in SES variable between
smokers and non-smokers. Current smokers demonstrated significantly higher levels of
depressive symptoms (t=-3.16, p<.01), anxiety (t=-3.58, p<.001), self-negativity ({=-3.08,
p<.001), somatization (t=-3.29, p<.01) and hostility (t=-6.27, p<.001) than non-smokers
(Table 1)

Current smokers Non-smokers
Characteristic M SD M
Gender
Male 148 44.4 185 55.6
Female 58 13.0 388 87.0
SES
Low 7 3.4 19 3.3
Medium 185 89.8 523 91.3
High 14 6.8 31 5.4
Age 21.04 1.69 20.89 1.74
Depression 17.02 9.95 14.61 9.19
Anxiety 13.53 8.97 11.16 7.87
Self-negativity 12.87 8.77 10.83 7.90
Somatization 8.91 6.68 7.32 5.69
Hostility 10.83 5.81 8.14 5.08
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A logistic regression analysis was performed with smoking status as a dependent variable
and gender, age, SES, maternal smoking, paternal smoking, depression, anxiety, hostility,
self-negativity and somatization as predictor variables. A total of 779 cases were analyz-
ed and the full model was significantly reliable (chi-square =146.40, df = 16, p<.001). This
model accounted for 17.1% to 25.0% of the variance in smoking status, with 67% of the
current smokers successfully predicted. The model correctly predicted the outcome, with
76% (Table 2).

Bivariate analyses identified demographic and psychopathological variables correlated
with smoking. As can be seen in Table 2, smoking was more likely among male (OR=6.39,
95% Cl = 4.34-9.39, p<.001). Smoking was also correlated with maternal smoking
(OR=1.64, 95% CI = 1.09-2.45, <.05), self-negativity (OR=0.95, 95% CI = 0.91-0.99,
p<.05) and hostility (OR=1.12, 95% CI = 1.07-1.17, p<.01). There was no correlation be-
tween smoking and other psychological symptoms, paternal smoking, and SES.

Table 2 Logistic Regression Analyses for Correlates of Smoking.

Predictor Variables OR Cl
Gender
Female* 1.00
Male 6.39 4.34-9.39
SES
1 (Very Low)* 1.00
2 1.09 0.29-4.11
3 117 0.43-3.19
4 1.33 0.37-4.81
5 (Very High) 3.44 0.54-22.11
Maternal smoking
No* 1.00
Yes 1.64 1.09-2.45
Paternal Smoking
No* 1.00
Yes 1.13 0.72-1.77
Depression 1.02 0.98-1.06
Anxiety 0.99 0.95-1.04
Self-negativity 0.95 0.91-0.99
Somatization 1.03 0.98-1.07
Hostility 1.12 1.07-1.17

* reference group; OR = odds ratio; Cl = 95% confidence interval.
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Discussion

In this study, the correlation between psychological symptoms, age, gender, SES, paren-
tal smoking and smoking status in youth sample was examined. With t test analysis, it is
specified that psychological symptoms of smokers are dramatically higher than those of
non-smokers’. In a similar study (Yasan, Girgen, Ozkan, & Oto, 2008), anxiety and de-
pression of smokers were found to be much higher than that of non-smokers, there has
not been found any significant difference between other symptoms. In a study conducted
by Talay, Kurt and Tug (2008) similar results in depressive symptom levels were found.

The main purpose of this research is the examination of relations between psychological
symptoms and smoking habit. As a result of logistic regression analysis, self-negativity
ad hostility explains smoking habit in a significant level while depression, anxiety and
somatization do not. The result regarding depression is dramatically different from pre-
vious research results (e.g.; Berg, Choi, Kaur, Nollen & Ahluwalia, 2009). In the research
conducted by Vinci, McWay and Carrigan, (2012), significant relations have been deter-
mined between incentive variables of smoking and different depression levels among
university students. In the study of Cargill et al. (2001), it is found that both having a
history of depression and a current depressed mood is related with the increase of
nicotine addiction risk.

The relations between smoking and depression are discussed in different ways in differ-
ent studies. Like this study, some researches recognize the depression as an independ-
ent variable which explains smoking status (Ren et al., 2016), others recognize cigarette
as an independent variable which causes depression. For example, in a study conducted
among women, compared to non-smokers, smokers have two times higher risk of show-
ing depressive symptoms, and the depression risk of the men who smoke one or more
packs is high (Benet, Wagner, Borges, & Medina-Mora, 2004). In a study where other
psychological symptoms are also taken into consideration, there has not been found any
difference between smokers and non-smokers about the risk of having obsessive-com-
pulsive disorder and anxiety, but major depression risk of smokers is found significantly
higher than that of non-smokers (Black, Zimmerman, & Coryell, 1999). These findings
demonstrate that there is a reciprocal relationship between smoking and psychological
symptoms (Glassman et al., 1990; Yazici, 2008).

In our study, anxiety levels of smokers are found higher than non-smokers’, but it is deter-
mined that anxiety does not explain smoking risk in a significant level. The result obtained
from the comparison of anxiety points of the groups is similar to the one of Collins and
Lopore (2009). Smoking is examined by being associated with different anxiety situations
(Fluharty, Taylor, Grabski, & Munafd, 2016). For example, compare to the individuals hav-
ing low level of social anxiety, individuals having high level of social anxiety have more
smoking frequency and their smoking tendency is stronger (Henry, Jamner, & Whalen,
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2012). Smoking has been found related with agoraphobia in puberty when smoking habit
generally emerges (Johnson et al., 2000). These findings differ from the results obtained
from a logistic regression analysis.

In this study hostility levels of smokers have been found dramatically higher than that of
non-smokers and it is determined that hostility explains smoking significantly. Kahler et
al. (2009) have determined that high-trait hostility symptoms are related with persistent
cigarette smoking. These researchers have specified that delay of smoking increase neg-
ative mood of the ones having hostility and when reinstatement was immediate, these
moods decrease. In a study where nicotine and placebo effects are examined, it is deter-
mined that compared to placebo, nicotine effect decreases anger levels of high-hostile
participants from 24% to 13% (Jamner, Shapiro, & Jarvik, 1999).

This study has shown that self negativity levels predict smoking significantly. But this
result is different from previous studies. While many studies (e.g., Croghan et al., 2006;
Gajdosova, Orosova, Madarasova Geckova, Tavel, & van Dijk, 2009) emphasize that low
self-esteem levels increase smoking risk, according to the result of this study, it decreas-
es smoking risk. Different variables may have an effect on observation of the result in
this way. In the study of Carjaval et al. (2000), it is determined that low self levels have
no relation with smoking habit when other variables regarding childhood and family are
taken under control.

Somatization levels of smokers are higher than that of non-smokers in this study, but
these points don’t predict smoking status significantly. In the study of John et al. (2004),
it is observed that substance use, mood, anxiety and somatization disorders of current
smokers are more common. Comorbidity of somatoform and substance use disorders
in literature is also discussed. Generally, somatoform and withdrawal symptoms overlap
considerably (Hasin & Katz, 2007). However, studies predicting this relationship are quite
limited.

The results of this study are generally similar to the findings of previous researches made
with the use of brief symptom inventory, with some differences. In the study of Nakash
et al. (2012), it is determined that there is a significant relationship between somatization,
anxiety and hostility scales of brief symptom inventory-BSI and risk behavior scale in-
cluding smoking. According to a study conducted in Turkey, there is a positive significant
relationship between smoking and somatization, hostility, depression, but there is no re-
lationship with anxiety (Ayvasik & Stimer, 2010).

This study has some important limitations. That the sample was chosen from only one
university (Karadeniz Technical University in Trabzon province) is the first limitation. That
the findings are based on self-reports is another limitation. Thus, it is recommended that
researches should be conducted on wide groups having different properties.
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