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Abstract Keywords
Since the mid-1990s, Turkey has experienced a massive in- Human Trafficking,
crease in sub-Saharan African migrants. According to the U.S. Migration, Gender,
Department of State’s 2021 report on trafficking in Turkey, in Deception, Sub-Saharan
2019, there were 276 victims of human trafficking. This paper Africa

examines the issue of human trafficking through the lens of
the concept of deceptive trafficking. The cases of eight victim-
ized women trafficked to Turkey from sub-Saharan Africa are
examined, and their responses are thematically analyzed using
migration theories with a focus on Van Hear’s model. The
testimonies of these sub-Saharan African women exploited by
human traffickers serve as the foundation for this study. The
paper reveals the circumstances that give rise to the practice of
human trafficking and the factors that maintain its existence
in sub-Saharan African countries. The results highlighted the
vulnerability of African women as a target for international
and transnational human trafficking.

Introduction

African countries are struggling to deal with significant problems of human trafficking.
Many researchers, including Bello and Olutola (2020), Adepoju (2005), and Adetula
(2014), term human trafficking in Africa a threat and abuse of fundamental human rights
in sub-Saharan Africa. Since the mid-1990s, Turkey has experienced a massive increase
in sub-Saharan African migrants as irregular, regular, transit, and asylum seekers (Yiikse-
ker and Brewer, 2011). Immigrants from sub-Saharan African countries in Turkey have
been less studied, as researchers and policymakers have focused more on migrants from
Turkey’s neighboring countries, such as Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, Greece, and the
former Soviet Union (IOM, 2013; Saul, 2017). The United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crimes (2022) portrayed Turkey as one of the top destinations for victims of human traf-
ficking. In addition to international trafficking, there is also significant intra-regional or

domestic trafficking going on in sub-Saharan Africa. This research investigates how the

CONTACT Karamo Faruk Konneh karamo2212@gmail.com

Received: March 21, 2023; Revision: September 13, 2023; Accepted: September 18, 2023; Article Type: Research Article


https://doi.org/10.52241//TJDS.2023.0060
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5785-2023
mailto:karamo2212%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:karamo2212%40gmail.com?subject=

Turkish Journal of Diaspora Studies 147

recent reconfiguration of the methods of human trafficking is being enacted at the level
of the subject, as well as the impact that these methods have on individuals’ perceptions
of gender difference and sexuality. Human traffickers employ a wide variety of strategies

to locate and recruit potential victims.

West Africa accounted for 3336 of the 4799 victims that were discovered in 26 na-
tions in sub-Saharan Africa. Of these victims, 2553 were children. According to the
data provided by UNODC, over 80 percent of victims in West Africa were exploited for
forced labor, which is still the most prevalent form of exploitation in the region (UNO-
DC, 2022).

The concept of “deceptive trafficking,” which is generally understood to refer to a pro-
cess by which persons are purposefully recruited for forced labor or exploitation in the
sex industry by methods of force or deception, is the lens through which I analyze these

transitions.

For this study, the testimonies of eight victimized women from sub-Saharan Africa serve
as the foundation to provide insight into the more systemic shifts that have taken place in
labor markets. The purpose of this study is to investigate the circumstances that give rise to
the practice of “human trafficking” and the factors that maintain its existence. The study

further reveals the tricks used by human traffickers to mislead and deceive the victims.

The study uncovers and analyzes the experiences of African women who have been
victimized by human traffickers. The major objective of this study is to understand how
these sub-Saharan African women end up in the hands of human traffickers and the un-
derlying reasons for their migration patterns. The study further tracks the journeys of the
victims, how they were deceived, and how they survive in the hands of the human traf-
fickers. Furthermore, the study outlines and analyzes cooperation and migratory deci-

sion-making between victims and traffickers.

Inquiries and Research Questions

This study examines the migration routes, causes of migration, trafficking risks, experi-
ences, and self-remedies of African traficked women in Turkey, as well as the role of third
parties in their trafficking. Poverty, lack of education, and high unemployment are the
root causes of child and woman trafficking, with vulnerable and poor individuals being
the targets of traffickers. Human trafficking is portrayed as a dominant new model in mi-
gration trends, with Sub-Saharan African nations being one of the primary locations for

this phenomenon.

In this study, I used Van Hear’s (1998) migration order model to examine victim-
ized women’s experiences. Van Hear’s framework explains distinct traflicking experi-

ences throughout the continuum of known migration theories, showing that popular
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understandings of traflicking focusing on domestic workers, sex slaves, or sex workers do

not reflect the entire spectrum of components in a trafficking flow.

This research aims to investigate the fundamental factors contributing to the migra-
tion of African women, focusing on understanding the mechanisms through which gitls
and women are deceived and subsequently fall victim to human traffickers. It also ex-
plores the impact of factors such as gender inequalities, poverty, domestic violence, and
limited employment opportunities on the prevalence of human trafficking in sub-Saha-

ran African countries.

This study provides a more comprehensive analysis and examination of the factors in-
fluencing the victims’ travel, including their personal choices, migratory patterns, occu-
pations, educational backgrounds, lived experiences, and interactions with other entities
such as third parties and human traffickers. Key determinants that drive African women
to engage in migration are one of the points this study seeks to uncover. Factors such as
poverty, domestic violence, and a lack of employment are examined as potential migra-
tion motivation factors. This study also attempts to determine push and pull factors for
this type of migration. Additionally, this study endeavors to provide answers as to how
these migrants became trafficking victims and discover if they were aware of the terms
and conditions of their travel. Lastly, this study inquiries about the migrant’s decision to
travel, to determine if it was their own choice or to determine if they were influenced by

family members, friends or the media.

Literature Review

Background Information: What is trafficking?

Organizations such as the International Organization for Migration, Europol, and the
European Commission define “human trafficking” as the use of force, deception, or com-
pulsion to obtain labor or sexual services for profit. The three most prevalent types of
human trafficking are sex trafficking, forced labor, and debt bondage. The International
Organization for Migration labels “trafficking in women” and “forced prostitution” as
processes that encompass transporting women legally or illegally and engaging in trade
for economic gain, with the ultimate objective of coercing them into prostitution, forced
marriage, or other forms of sexual exploitation. Forceful actions encompassing physical,
sexual, or psychological dimensions are also included. According to the United Nations
Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, “trafficking in persons” is a process or
movement that involves recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of

persons by threat or use of force.

Trafficking in persons includes prostitution, sexual exploitation, forced labor, slavery,

and organ removal (United Nations, 2000). The following definitions are employed for
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this study; (1) trafficking is any act that moves a person from where they usually live and
makes them work against their will, and (2) a person who has been trafficked is someone

who has been hurt or harmed because of this process.

Conceptualization

For many experts, trafficking is a concern in terms of morality, labor rights, human rights,
organized crime, and migration (Wijers and Van Doorninck 2002). Responding to these
alleged challenges, they explore the options for repression or empowerment. The women,
however, know that these interventions are often pushed upon them and that they don’t

necessarily have a voice in how they are carried out.

The term “human trafficking” is debatable. A major source of contention is the wide
range of activities involved (Oluwaniyi 2009). This may explain in part why Gould and
other researchers referred to it as “a leaking concept” that is, difficult to grasp (Gould et
al. 2018). Furthermore, the debate over traditional vs. modern practices might make it
difficult to grasp the concept’s true meaning. Western democracies’ depictions of human
trafficking may differ from those in Africa. It’s possible that a youngster selling items on
the street could be perceived as exploitation, yet in some Western African civilizations, it

may be seen as a typical practice for a child (Bello et al. 2020).

Statistics on the Practice of Modern Slavery in Sub-Saharan Africa

Africa, with 17% of the global population, faces contemporary enslavement due to fac-
tors like political instability, impoverished conditions, armed conflicts, climate change,
and the COVID-19 pandemic. The incidence of forced marriage and labor varies across
the continent, with over 3.1 million Africans subjected to forced marriage and 3.8 mil-
lion engaged in forced labor. Factors such as conflict, poverty, and traditions contribute

to these challenges.

Eritrea, Mauritania, and South Sudan have the highest prevalence of contemporary
slavery, while Mauritius, Lesotho, and Botswana have the lowest. About 4% of the Af-
rican population is subjected to forced labor, primarily women and children in mining,
agriculture, fishing, domestic work, and sex industries. Traffickers often exploit Africans
seeking work overseas, and children are exploited for education (Global Slavery Index Re-
port, 2022). The primary contributors to modern slavery in sub-Saharan Africa are eco-
nomic hardship, including poverty and a high level of unemployment; conflicts, includ-

ing war, abuse, and displacement; and environmental and humanitarian crises.

Geographically, the portion of the African continent that may be found south of
the Sahara Desert is referred to as sub-Saharan Africa. According to the United Nations,
it is comprised of all the African countries that are located wholly or partially south of
the Sahara Desert. The United Nations Development Program labels 46 of Africa’s 54
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countries as sub-Saharan Africa. Algeria, Djibouti, Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Somalia, Su-
dan, and Tunisia are not considered to be part of the sub-Saharan African region (UN-

ODC, 2020).

Human Trafficking Tier Placements

SEYCHELLESD
M TIER1 o
TIER 2 '
W TIER 2 WATCH LIST —
M TIER 3 a6
I SPECIAL CASE

From 2020 TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS REPORT

Figure 1. 2020 report on human trafficking

Each nation is given a ranking in the TIP Report based on its compliance with the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA). This ranking is not based on the severity of
the trafficking problem in a country; rather, it is based on the government’s efforts to
meet the basic standards established by the TVPA for eradicating human trafficking. The
United States Department of State analyzed the data that was provided by various for-
eign governments and other sources (U.S. Department of State Report on Trafficking in
Persons, 2022).

The Origins and Pathways of Human Trafficking in

Sub-Saharan Africa

North Africa is a focal point for human trafficking, with nearly all countries involved.
However, each country has a slightly different number of trafficking victims. Traffickers
target undocumented migrants from Mali, Niger, Cameroon, and Nigeria, who are vul-
nerable due to their illegal status and linguistic limitations. These migrants often fall prey
to traffickers while trying to enter Europe illegally. Illegal migrants often run out of mon-
ey and seek ways to survive due to long distances and transportation costs. Regions such
as the Arab Gulf and Maghreb countries are responsible for a significant proportion of

the victims of human trafficking originating from sub-Saharan African countries.
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Methodology

This section discusses the ethical and methodological issues of design, implementation,
sample, fieldwork, respondents’ demography, and research questionnaires. This research
uses the action research method based on Armitage’s (2010) “conscientization” and dia-
logical procedures. This approach has been used by researchers such as Mclntyre (2002)
and O’Brian (2001) to investigate previously unknown or poorly understood concep-
tions of identity among various communities. Action research aims to help people with
urgent problems and advance social science by studying a system and collaborating with
its members to positively change it. This dual-purpose activity demands researcher and
research participant engagement, highlighting the importance of co-learning in the study
process. Participatory action research, also known as action research, combines discussion
and open communication to combat tyranny. However, some argue that participatory
action research can impose western individualistic values on non-western peoples and
communities and their traditional collectivist ways of dealing with issues, especially issues

involving oppression and violence.

The Study Groups

The scope of this study focuses on African women who were victims of human traffick-
ing in Turkey. Interviews were conducted with eight victims from Sub-Saharan African
countries. Three of the respondents are victims whom I met in person and helped rescue
from the traffickers. Additionally, I could speak the native language of four of the partic-
ipants, which gave me a way to understand their feelings clearly and communicate effec-

tively with them.

A semi-structured, in-depth interview methodology was employed to gather and ana-
lyze data from the participants. The collected information and data from the participants
were subjected to analysis and afterwards classified into many thematic categories, includ-
ing factors such as victims’ migration patterns and experiences related to human traffick-

ing, as well as other topics.

Fieldwork

The study cohort consisted of eight female victims of human trafficking. The fieldwork
phase extended from July 2018 through May 2022. The initial data was collected in 2018
in Bolu, where an Ivorian woman was rescued from an Arab family from Kuwait, who
came with the victims to Turkey for a long holiday. The impetus for this study derived
from my encounters with multiple victims of trafficking originating from sub-Saharan

African countries.

I was part of the protection process for four participants, working with local police,

immigration, and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to free them from
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their perpetrators. As a polyglot and African, I voluntarily facilitate communication and
translation for the victims. Although the victims’ experiences varied, they were all, to var-
ying degrees, deceived, and manipulated by traffickers. One-fourth of the participants
were married and had children. Some were taken directly to Turkey, while others were
taken to different countries before arriving in Turkey. Most respondents reported occur-
rences of violence and exploitation that diverged from other forms of suffering associated

with human trafficking.

The data was collected through face-to-face interviews, and the snowball technique
was also used. Six of the respondents were interviewed face-to-face and another two were
interviewed on WhatsApp video calls. Socio-demographic information was collected un-
der different titles, such as age, gender, education level, occupation, length of residence in
Turkey, and country of origin. For confidentiality and ethical reasons, “R” was used as a

substitute to represent each respondent’s name.

Table 1

Number Re:::]:dz:\ts Gender Age  MaritalStatus NSL?IZ(::f Nationality
1 R1 Female 38 Widow 2 Ivory Coast
2 R2 Female 26 Single 1 Guinea
3 R3 Female 25 Divorcee 1 Guinea
4 R4 Female 28 Single 2 Liberia
5 R5 Female 27 Single 1 Nigeria
6 R6 Female 29 Divorcee 2 Nigeria
7 R7 Female 30 Divorce 3 Uganda
8 R8 Female 22 Single 0 Uganda

The age range of the participants varied from 22 to 38 years. From the group, there were
a total of eight individuals, with one being a widow and four being unmarried, while the
remaining three were formerly married but divorced. Except for the youngest respondent
(R8), the rest of the respondents had children. The participants in the study were indi-
viduals from several sub-Saharan African countries, including an individual from Ivory
Coast, two individuals from Guinea, one from Liberia, two from Nigeria, and another

two from Uganda.

Regarding the educational background of the participants, it is noteworthy that none
of them pursued or achieved higher education. The individuals who exhibited the high-

est educational attainment were those who successfully completed secondary school.
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Respondent R1 is the sole participant who did not receive any formal education. Re-
spondent R2 possessed primary school qualifications, while the remaining respondents
obtained secondary school qualifications. According to the data that was gathered, it can
be observed that among the individuals studied, only R2 had engaged in professional tai-
loring work. On the other hand, R1 was working as a domestic worker, while the remain-

ing individuals were unemployed prior to their migration.

Respondents R4, R5, and R7 were coerced into engaging in sex work by the traffick-
ers, while respondents R1, R2, R3, R4, and R6 were compelled to perform domestic
work. Additionally, respondent R8 had employment as a bartender. During the period
of study, the duration of participants stays in Turkey ranged from 2 months to 3 years.

Table 2
Number Name of Level of Occupation Occupation  Duration of Stay
Respondents Education before Migration  after Migration in Turkey
1 R1 N/Education Domestic D/Work 4 months
2 R2 P/School Tailor D/Work 2 months
3 R3 High School Unemployed D/Work 1 year
4 R4 Junior High Unemployed Sex Work 2 years
5 R5 High School Unemployed Sex Work 2 years
6 R6 High School Unemployed D/Work 3 years
7 R7 High School Unemployed Sex Work 8 months
8 R8 High School Unemployed Bar-tender 1 year

Findings and Analysis

This section discusses the victims of trafficking and the many reasons that lead to wom-
en’s trafficking. This research examines migration ideas to explain why people participate

in trafficking.

This study also examines and analyzes the decisions behind sub-Saharan African
women’s migrations. Trafficked women’s origins and motives are equally examined. I ar-
gued that the assumptions about sub-Saharan Africa’s human traflicking are faulty, and
the ideas need to be re-examined. This study highlights sub-Saharan African women’s re-
cruitment and exploitation processes by human traffickers. Conventional societal norms
and practices are examined as causes for some young women to go for greater personal
freedom and traditional family life indicators. This study describes how sub-Saharan Afri-
can women escape harmful customs. To escape repressive norms, many women, especial-
ly divorced women, turn to trafficking. The study also describes how gender inequality

and poor economies in sub-Saharan African countries contribute to human trafhicking.
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Since misunderstandings have obscured women’s life experiences and goals, it is
harder for them to overcome patriarchal enslavement. Repatriating victims of human
trafficking to undesirable places is undesirable and inhumane because it may perpetuate
the trafficking of women who want to escape discrimination, unfairness, and restricted

chances.

Root Causes of Migration (Poverty and Economic Hardship)

Human traflicking flourished in the sub-Saharan region due to a combination of causes,
including intensifying poverty, deteriorating living conditions, continuous unemploy-
ment, violence, human suffering, and hopelessness. Women’s and children’s trafhicking is
a significant violation of human rights; however, the primary cause of child maltreatment
and neglect in Sub-Saharan African countries is deteriorating economic conditions (Ade-
poju, 1997).

Under the guise of providing them with the opportunity to achieve decent employ-
ment and better lifestyles, rural poverty compels impoverished families to give up their
children to traffickers (Mike, 2002). When young people are destitute, lack access to ed-
ucation, are unemployed, have lost a parent to death or divorce, or are experiencing eco-
nomic hardship, they are an easy target for traffickers (ILO, 2003; Moore, 1994).

In this aspect of the study, the respondents were asked two questions to understand
their migration-related thoughts and experiences. What caused their migration, and how

did they end up in the hands of human traflickers?

My parents only have two children: me and my lictle sister. My parents are
unemployed, and we have no assistance. I used to support my parents and
pay for my little sister’s education through my tailoring employment. But
I did not earn enough to solve all their problems, so my aunt promised to
take me to Europe so that I could assist my family. (R2, 26 y/o, Guinean)
I aspired to secure employment overseas to enhance my financial pros-
pects and provide educational opportunities for my children, as my own
upbringing was marred by poverty and a series of disappointing relation-
ships. (R4, 28 y/o, Liberian)

Most of my colleagues travel abroad, and they are sending remittances to
their families. My parents convinced and supported me to travel abroad so
I might help them and my siblings. (R8, 22 y/o, Ugandan)

My husband passed away and left me with two children. I had no job
and no money to sustain my children and send them to school. One of
my friends told me about some people who are helping women get jobs
abroad with good salaries and benefits. So, I decided to join them, and
they took us to Kuwait for work. After we arrived, they never fulfilled any
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of their promises, and we were used as domestic workers with no pay. They

would have sex with us at any time they wanted. (R1, 38 y/o, Ivorian)

The prevailing viewpoint among the participants indicates that each of them encoun-
tered varying degrees of hardship, prompting their decision to migrate in pursuit of im-
proved living conditions. Each participant identifies poverty, unemployment, marginali-
zation, and economic adversity as significant determinants of their decision to migrate.
A subset of the participants expressed a desire to give their family a better life; they per-
ceived overseas as the sole viable option to augment their income and offer economic as-
sistance to their family back home. The economic challenges experienced in sub-Saharan
African nations are undeniably a contributing factor to the migration of individuals and
their subsequent vulnerability to exploitation by human traffickers. Consequently, it is
imperative for sub-Saharan African countries to prioritize a resolution of this alarming is-

sue and prevent women and children from being exploited.

Financial Support for the Expedition

Migration, whether internal or cross-border, cannot occur in the absence of financial
resources or other forms of assistance. Many human traflicking victims fall into human
traffickers” traps when they rely on traffickers to prepare their passports, visas, flights,
and other arrangements for their trips. As a result, the traffickers impose debt bondage
on them. In many cases, victims make deals with traffickers by agreeing to their terms
and conditions. However, when they get to their final destination, they often regret their
choice. As a result of this trend, some trafficking is carried out in the form of smuggling.
Human trafficking involves the exploitation of an individual for forced labor, commer-
cial, or sexual activities, while human smuggling refers to the facilitation of unauthorized
entry into a foreign country by providing those seeking illegal immigration with vari-
ous forms of assistance, such as transportation or counterfeit documentation (UNODC,
2020). In this part of the study, the respondents were questioned regarding the monetary

aspects of their migration, specifically with regard to help, services, and sponsorship.

My aunt, who resides in Germany, promised me that she would help me
get there. She sent 300 euros to prepare my passport and get me a Turkish
visa. She said that she would come and get me from Istanbul so we could
travel together to Germany. My aunt sent an old Turkish man, whom I
never knew before, to pick me up at the airport when I arrived. The old
man took me to Canakale, and after a few days, I understood that my aunt
had sold me to the old man in marriage. (R2, 26 y/o, Guinean)

I was so eager to travel, but I didn't know how until my friend who lives in
Qatar connected me with an agency in Abuja, but I couldn’t afford the trip

from Kano. My friend paid for my journey to Abuja to meet the agency.
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met the agency and signed their terms and conditions to take me abroad
for work and pay them back with benefits, as they do for every girl and
woman they help. (R6, 29 y/o, Nigerian)

We were a total of five women from identical locations looking for jobs
abroad. A friend of mine’s uncle recommended an agency that facilitates
employment opportunities in Kuwait and Qatar. We were required to re-
mit a sum of 62,000 CFA Francs per individual for the acquisition of our
passport and visa. (R1, 38 y/o, Ivorian)

About half of the women who were part of this study reported that their parents
were cognizant of their travel plans and provided financial assistance in some way. Some
of the victims had been sold out by a third-party unknown to them. It is reported by
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) that traffickers use social
media to locate potential victims. Their recruitment method is to identify and com-
municate with victims; they make use of personal information that is accessible to the
general public and the anonymity afforded by internet sites (UNODC, 2020). The fi-
nancial aspect of the respondent migration was done through different methods. Some
of them received sponsorship from their parents, some from family members and close
friends, some from their friends, and some were financially supported by human traffick-

ing organizations.

Unemployment

The respondents were asked about their employment status in their respective countries
prior to their migration. The participants in this study who originally considered them-
selves “wives” did not consider female unemployment in their respective countries to be a
strong motivation for migration, as they expected after having children not to work out-
side of the home or only do casual work if they did. The widowed and divorced women
among them said that society’s stigma and lack of support for their children after their
husbands’ deaths or divorce made them want to move. The single women, on the oth-
er hand, said that they left because they didn’t have opportunities or funds to cater to
themselves and their children. Among the participants, only two had a job prior to their
migration. R2 was a skilled artisan tailor, and R1 was a domestic employee. The rest of
the respondents were unemployed. The respondents were asked about their employment

before their migration.

In my country, men are assigned the majority of the work. Before my hus-
band died, he was working as a construction contractor, and he was sus-
taining us through the little he was gaining. I was a domestic employee.
After the death of my husband, I started suffering a lot with my children,

and I couldn’t even afford to send them to school, so I decided to find an
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alternative by going abroad for a better life. (R1, 38 y/o, Ivorian)

I have been a tailor for almost ten years, and at one point I ran my own
shop with seven apprentices. Because my aunt had agreed to take me to
Germany, I had to sell all of my sewing machines and hand over responsi-
bility for my apprentices to one of my coworkers before I left on my trip.
(R2, 26 y/o, Guinean)

Unfortunately, in my country, women are seen as housewives and domes-
tic workers. Generally, there is no freedom or opportunity for women in
Africa. As a woman, even if you go to school, it is difficult for you to ac-
quire a high position in society. No one gives importance to girls’ edu-
cation, and we don’t get any recognition. After high school, I never had
money to go to college or acquire a job. (R7, 30 y/o, Uganda)

I never had a job. The most common work for women in my country is
domestic work. The elderly women are market sellers. They take goods
from the wholesalers and go to the market to resell them and make small
profits. Normally, young girls are street vendors, selling vegetables and
fruits in the street to help their parents, and some of the girls even do this
to get their school fees. (R3, 25 y/o, Guinean)

I was unemployed. In my country and other African countries, the notion
is that as a young girl or woman, you are expected to get married and be-
come a housewife, taking care of the children and looking after the elder-
ly people in the house. If you are privileged to be from a rich family, your
parents or husband might give you money to do business. (R6, 29 y/o,
Nigerian)

The respondents’ responses suggest that there aren’t many job opportunities for wom-
en in their countries of origin. It seems like many sub-Saharan African countries are prac-
ticing a patriarchal system in their cultural notch. The African cultural norm of limiting
women as housewives affects women’s employment and freedom. The respondents unan-
imously agreed that there were no job opportunities for women in their respective coun-
tries. The findings show that women are referred to as domestic workers and gitls as street
vendors. We can say that gender inequality is one of the factors influencing African wom-

en to migrate, which exposes most of them to human trafficking.

Literacy
According to some scholars, such as Kelly (2004), Avdan (2012), and Jahic et al. (2005),

there is a prevailing belief that those with lesser educational attainment face a heightened
vulnerability to becoming victims of human trafficking. Around 70% of the participants
in this study possess a minimum of a high school diploma. Among these individuals,

one has completed junior high school, while another has received primary education.
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Additionally, one participant has not received any type of formal education. Two of the
participants had initiated their college education prior to their migration but were unable

to successfully complete it due to financial constraints.

Coming from a family that never prioritized education is a big blow. My
parents never went to school, and neither did I. It is so unfortunate to not
even know how to write your name. I never wanted my children to be il-
literate like me. After the death of my husband, I decided to move abroad
so that I could provide a better life for my children and support their edu-
cation. (R1, 29 y/o, Ivorian)

As a woman, having a degree in my country does not guarantee you em-
ployment or a good life. Why would I need a degree? In my country, fin-
ishing high school is a big achievement for girls. Is that enough to get what
I wane? I don’t think so, but what I need is many children that will take
care of me tomorrow. (R4, 28 y/o, Liberian)

I only attended four years of primary school. I started to live on my own at
the age of 15, and I had a child at the age of 16. I never obtained any de-
gree; I think that having the skill to make money and take care of my fam-
ily’s needs is the most important, and moreover, my society doesn’t value

gitls’ education. (R2, 26 y/o, Guinean)

This aspect of the study is really intriguing. Within the cohort of participants, a lim-
ited number were able to successfully fulfill the requirements of secondary education
while facing hindrances such as poverty, gender inequity, and a dearth of opportunities
specifically impacting women, hence impeding their progression towards tertiary educa-
tion. Some societies and cultural norms in sub-Saharan African countries exhibit a lack
of appreciation for the importance of girls’ education. Females are restricted to roles that
mostly include housewives, street vendors, market sellers, and domestic laborers. The pre-
vailing trend observed among the participants is that women perceive acquiring knowl-
edge and physical skills in a certain domain such as tailoring, hairdressing, entering into
matrimony, and having a substantial number of children as crucial factors contributing

to a prosperous life.

According to World Bank Data, the literacy rate in Sub-Saharan Africa experienced
a marginal increase of 0.21% from 2019 to 2020, reaching a level of 67.27%. The liter-
acy rate in sub-Saharan Africa in 2019 witnessed a modest improvement, with a 0.92%
increase compared to the previous year, reaching a total of 67.06% (World Bank Data,
2020). We might presume that one of the main causes of human trafficking in the sub-re-
gion is the lack of advancement in girls’ education and the high rate of illiteracy in

sub-Saharan African countries.
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Turkey’s geographical position at the intersection of Asia, the Middle East, and Europe,
its diverse political boundaries, and its extensive coastline, along with the presence of
cross-border organized crime, contribute to its dual role as a transit nation and a desti-
nation for human trafficking. Turkey, a nation that has demonstrated political and eco-
nomic stability within its region, has been subject to both regular and irregular migratory
movements since the conclusion of the Cold War and the emergence of globalization.
Turkey is increasingly becoming recognized as a transit hub for migration and human
trafficking, with its geographical location and the European Union’s stringent border re-

strictions contributing to the growing desire for it as a destination country.

All the respondents arrived in Turkey under different circumstances. The study identi-
fied two groups of people: the first group consisted of those who fell victim to traffickers’
deception and later learned that they were deceived and exploited. The second group of
respondents was aware of the traffickers but agreed to their terms and conditions because
they wanted to travel abroad. On the other hand, it is essential to point out that all of
the victims were made to endure a variety of techniques of coercion, manipulation, and
compulsion by the traffickers. The findings indicated that every single respondent legiti-
mately entered Turkey, including R1, who initially traveled to Kuwait before being taken

to Turkey. The most prevalent visas held by those victims were tourism and visiting visas.

Due to difficulties in life, I surrender myself to the organization that will
take me abroad. They give me a list of three different countries (Qatar,
Kuwait, and Turkey) from which I can choose where I would like to go.
I chose Turkey because it is close to Europe, so I might get more oppor-
tunities there. They prepared all my documents, including my visa and
flight tickets. I never paid a cent. The agreement was for me to come and
work for them. After I paid their money, I would be free. When I arrived,
I worked days and nights as a hookup. The agreement was for me to pay
seven thousand dollars in order to be free. Luckily for me, I met a friend in
Istanbul who helped me escape. (R4, 28 y/o, Liberian)

My destination was to be Germany; however, I never had any idea that my
aunt had sold me out to a Turkish man. She got me a Turkish visa with
the promise of picking me up in Istanbul so we could travel together to
Germany. To my utmost surprise, I found myself in the hands of an old
Turkish man who claimed that he marries me from my aunt. (R2, 30 y/o,
Guinean)

There is an entity in Uganda that has its head office in Istanbul. They
claimed to be pioneers in providing opportunities for young people in
Turkey. My dad took credit from the bank and paid the sum of $2000
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USD to their representative in Kampala. I was promised a domestic job
and that my salary would be around $1000 USD every month. Sadly,
when I arrived, they used me in the bar as a bartender. I used to work
from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m., serving alcohol and taking care of the customers. I
was paid 1200 Turkish lira per month. (R8, 22 y/o, Ugandan)

The traffickers conned these women by promising them lucrative work and, in some
cases, a prosperous life with high incomes. However, it turned out that the traffickers de-

ceived them with fake promises.

I was doing domestic work for an Arab family in Kuwait. They didnt pay
me for 6 months. And later on, they decided to come to Turkey for a holi-
day, and they got a visa for me to come with them. We spent 3 months in
Turkey in a city called Bolu. While in Turkey, they never paid my money.
When I requested my money to send it to my family, they planned to kill
me because they thought that the money was too much for them to pay
me. They refer to me as a slave who doesn’t have any right to earn money.
(R1, 38 y/o, Ivorian)

Initially, my plan was to go to France, but I never had the chance or fi-
nances. My friend encouraged me to come to Turkey through an organiza-
tion that will help me go to France if I work for them for two years. And
I got stuck in Istanbul without knowing what I was doing. (R3, 25 y/o,

Guinean)

Assaults, Exploitations, and Sexual Harassments

Human traffickers are notorious for participating in a range of illicit behaviors, such as
perpetrating physical attacks, engaging in exploitative practices, and committing acts of
sexual harassment. Every single female who becomes a victim of the crime of human traf-
ficking is subject to various forms of abuse and exploitation by those who are involved
in the act. As per the definition provided by the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, sexual exploitation encompasses the act or endeavor to exploit an individual’s
vulnerability, power dynamics, or trust for the purpose of obtaining sexual favors. This
exploitation may involve the provision of monetary or non-monetary incentives, such as
social, economic, or political advantages, and can manifest in various forms, including
prostitution and trafficking. Sexual exploitation may encompass the practice of exploiting

an individual for the purpose of obtaining sexual favors from them. (UNHCR, 2020).

The term “human trafficking” encompasses situations wherein individuals are coerced
into labor, sometimes receiving minimal or nonexistent compensation, while facing the

threat of punishment for noncompliance. An individual may be compelled to engage in
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certain actions by the implementation of diverse strategies, including the utilization of

physical intimidation or psychological coercion. (UNODC, 2020).

I was promised to be paid 500 USD per month as a domestic worker. I
worked for 6 months, and they never paid me a cent. They seized my pass-
port and phone. I was unable to communicate with my family. They used
me as a slave, and I was not allowed to go anywhere alone. I used to eat
a meal once a day. My boss’s 14 and 19-year-old sons used to record me
whenever I was taking a shower. (R1, 38 y/o, Ivorian)

I stayed with the old man for a month. He used to drink a beer every
night and force me to sleep with him. He used to treat me badly because
we didn’t have anyone else living with us; it was just him and me. He
seized my passport for some days, but I was able to take it from him. He
threatened to kill me if I refused to sleep with him because he had paid
a lot of money to my aunt and supported my trip to Turkey. But I never
knew all of this because it was between him and my aunt, and I was de-

ceived by my aunt. (R2, 26 y/o, Guinean)

Sexual abuse includes acts of non-consensual and coerced interference of a sexu-
al nature. The subjects covered in the discourse include sexual enslavement, pornogra-
phy, child abuse, and assault, as stated by the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugee.

Sexual harassment encompasses unsolicited sexual behavior that has the potential to
cause offense or humiliation to others in the workplace. Sexual harassment is defined as
the occurrence of sexually improper conduct that hinders work performance, becomes a
requirement for employment, or contributes to the creation of an intimidating, hostile,
or unfavorable work atmosphere. Sexual harassment encompasses both isolated occur-
rences and recurring patterns of behavior. When assessing the level of offensiveness, it is

imperative to consider the viewpoint of the victim.

I was staying with my guardian; he was one of the guys who sponsored my
trip to Turkey. While staying with him, every night he used to bring sex
clients to make money. He also used to coerce me into having intercourse
with him when he needed it. It was like a horror movie for me (R7, 30
y/o, Ugandan)

We were about four girls living in the same house. The same madam
brought us all from Uganda. She used us for sex and serving in the bar and
disco. Every week we have to provide at least 500 USD to Madam; other-
wise, you will be punished. No matter what happens, you have to provide
the money. (R8, 22 y/o, Ugandan)
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I was kept in the house for a month. I was staying with my guardian, who
helped me come to Turkey. He took possession of my passport and phone.
During the day, he will go out and come back in at night. He told me he
was working, but I never knew the kinds of work he was doing. I was just
in the house doing nothing besides cooking for him and satisfying his sex-
ual desire. (R3, 25 y/o, Guinean)

Sexual harassment can come in many forms, like sexually suggestive looks, words, or
touches. Assaults, including but not limited to rapes, attempted rapes, and sharing or dis-
playing sexually indecent images or videos in any format, are all examples of sexual har-
assment. Other examples include making inappropriate sexual gestures, such as pelvic
thrusts; unwanted touching, pinching, or patting; and sending sexually suggestive com-
munication. According to the findings, every single one of the women who were investi-
gated was subjected to and experienced some form of sexual assault, as well as exploita-
tion, intimidation, and other forms of workplace sexual harassment. They were forced to

comply; their passports were taken away from them to avoid escaping.
ply passp y ping

Rescue from the Traffickers

In the 2000s, anti-trafficking efforts gained international traction. As an active interna-
tional contributor, Turkey signed the Palermo Protocol early. The abolished Turkish Pe-
nal Code No. 765 could be regarded as criminalizing human trafficking. Turkey fulfilled
its commitment as a Protocol signatory by designating human trafficking as a separate
offense in the penal code. Article 80 of the Turkish Penal Code No. 5237, which took
effect on June Ist, 2005, criminalizes human trafficking. Before this rule, actions were
only penalized for other offenses. Human trafficking is now a separate offense under the
Palermo Protocol. Since signing the Protocol, Turkey has done much to stop human traf-
ficking. (Turkish Ministry of Interior, 2020)

The participants were asked about the manner in which they were rescued from the
perpetrators involved in human trafficking as well as their present circumstances. The res-
cue of all the victims was executed through a variety of methods by distinct individuals
or collectives. The Turkish government successfully managed to save a portion of the re-
sources. While some individuals required the aid of their acquaintances, philanthropists,
and advocates in order to be rescued, I am among the individuals engaged in humani-
tarian and activism efforts who contributed to the rescue of three individuals among the

respondents.

During the weekend, we used to go to various clubs, bars, and discos to
look for sex clients. Luckily for me, I met a Nigerian friend in a nightclub
who helped me escape and allowed me to stay with her. I am currently in

Istanbul, but I plan to go to Europe. (R5, 27 y/s, Nigerian)
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Because our madam and her bodyguards were in charge of our daily activ-
ities, it was extremely difficult for me to flee. We used to spend the whole
day at home and then serve the sex clients at night. I was lucky that one
of my constant sex clients fell in love with me, and he has to pay all the
money that my madam spent to bring me to Turkey. He paid 6,000 USD
to my madam for my freedom. I am currently living with him; he is now

my boyfriend, and we are planning to get married. (R4, 28 y/o, Liberian)

The former client of Respondent R4 made a substantial financial payment in order
to secure her release, but Respondent R5’s Nigerian acquaintance played a crucial role in
her rescue. The findings suggest that individuals who have experienced trafficking may
occasionally encounter fortuitous circumstances when they encounter empathetic others
who attentively listen to their narratives and aid in extricating themselves from such ex-

ploitative situations.

Our madam took care of our accommodation and food. We were four
Ugandan girls living together. One day, our madam and her bodyguards
were drunk. They fought, and the people in our neighborhood called
the police. On that day, our stories were revealed to the police, and we
were rescued. I am currently working at a hotel in Istanbul. (R8, 22 y/o,
Ugandan)

My employers brought me to Turkey for a vacation from Kuwait. We
stayed in Bolu for almost three months. They planned to kill me because
I requested that my nine-month salary be paid. One day, they just packed
all of their stuff and left me in the house with no money and nothing. I
can't speak the Turkish language to call for help. After they left, a Turkish
woman living in the next apartment saw me crying and came to me, and I
informed her through sign language that the people had left me alone and
gone back to Kuwait. The woman called the police, but we couldn’t under-
stand each other. They took me to the police station, where they called Fa-
ruk, who was the president of the foreigners in Bolu. Luckily, Faruk speaks
both French and my local language (Bambara). Faruk did everything pos-
sible in his own capacity, along with the immigration office in Bolu, to res-
cue me. They provided shelter and accommodation for me for one month.
With the help of Faruk and Bolu’s immigration office, the UNODC office
in Istanbul bought me a flight ticket to go back to Ivory Coast, and they
gave me 800 USD. (R1, 38 y/o, Ivorian)

I contacted one of my old friends, who is living in the United States,
through Facebook Messenger. I explained my situation to him, and he
called Faruk to rescue me. He gave my WhatsApp number and address to
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Faruk. Faruk went to Canakkale and rescued me. My friend in the United
States bought me a flight ticket to go back to my country. I am currently

in Conakry, trying to start life over again. (R2, 26 y/o, Guinean)

After I was introduced to R1 and listened to her story, I was motivated to take proac-
tive measures to intervene and rescue three individuals who were victims of perpetrators
engaged in illegal human trafficking activities. The presence of governmental entities was
noted in specific rescue endeavors, whereas alternative instances were executed by inde-
pendent volunteers. Advocating for the protection of human rights and raising awareness
about human trafficking are among the key motivators that compel me to pursue study
in this particular area. This experience has made me aware of my keen interest in explor-
ing genuine encounters of individuals who have fallen victim to human trafficking, as

well as the precise circumstances in which they were subjected to exploitation.

Conclusion

The concept of “deceptive trafficking,” which is generally understood and referred to as a
process by which persons or groups of people are purposefully recruited for forced labor
or exploitation in the sex industry by methods of force or deception, is the lens through
which this is analyzed in this paper. However, the topic of deceptive trafficking is only
one aspect of this paper. The research participants represent a sub-Saharan African pop-
ulation of trafficked women in Turkey, and they represent themselves as being a typical
population. The experiences of the eight victimized women are thoroughly investigated

and analyzed.

All of the research participants in this study point out poverty and economic hard-
ship in their country as the major root causes of their migration. In sub-Saharan Africa,
rapid urbanization and low economic performance have given poverty a new face. Slums
and shantytown settlements have become commonplace outside of large cities. UN-Hab-
itat estimates that 70% of urban Africans live in slums (UN-Habitat 2020). Flahaux et
al. (2016) proposed three assumptions about African migration: extreme poverty, malnu-
trition, violence, and environmental devastation combine to depict African despair (Fla-
haux et al., 2016). Researchers and academics such as Cuttitta et al. (2020), Goldschmidt
(2006), and Baldwin-Edwards (2006) report that migration from sub-Saharan Africa and
the Maghreb region to Europe is associated with international crime, trafficking, and ter-
rorism. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) asserts that human
trafficking is a means through which the world’s most impoverished individuals can be

robbed and murdered.

Baldwin-Edwards (2006) reports that the women who have been victims of hu-
man trafficking from sub-Saharan African countries are mostly taken to the Arab Gulf

and Maghreb countries. However, in the last decade, Turkey has become a hub for
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immigrants and traffickers due to its favorable location. The findings indicate that traf-
ficking in sub-Saharan Africa takes place both within the region and beyond. Scholars
such as Zulu et al. (2011) and Brockerhoff and Brennan (1998) report that the number
of countries in which child and women traffickers operate has increased, particularly in
Turkey, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. Traffickers in the sub-region, Eu-
rope, and Arab nations force children and women into prostitution. Domestic work,
sexual exploitation, and pornography equally affect children and women. The partici-
pants unequivocally state that the trafficking agents provide them with passports and vi-
sas to facilitate their travel abroad. By providing passports and visas to those women, the
trafficking agents are making sure to give their victims the benefit of the doubt regarding

their travel.

In recent years, the number of people smuggling to, from, and within Africa has in-
creased. Trafficking victims are typically exploited in ways that resemble slavery. Many
countries struggle to manage human smuggling because they lack strong anti-trafficking
policies. They can’t respond appropriately since there are no national laws or regulations
to address the situation. The general public is not aware of all aspects of human traffick-
ing, including the degree to which organized crime is involved or the outcomes for those

who are trafficked.

Parents and guardians of exploited children and adolescents often misunderstand vic-
timization. According to a UNICEF report, children’s trafficking is worse than that of
women. Trafficking was an issue in 70% of West and Central African nations and 33% of
East and Southern African countries (UNICEF, 2020).

Sub-Saharan Africans were unaware of trafficking, especially of women, until lately.
They consider women’s trafficking routine. Sub-Saharan Africa prioritizes the elimination
child trafficking over the traflicking women. Thus, awareness initiatives in every region
and community must be considered in light of women’s trafficking. Some academics and
the UN Ofhice on Drugs and Crime have identified three main types of trafficking in the
region: men and children for labor like construction and factories; women, mostly for do-
mestic work within the region; and young girls and women, mostly for sex industries in
western countries and the Arab peninsula (IOM, 2020). Women and girls are trafficked

for domestic work and sexual exploitation.

Furthermore, the phenomenon of migration demonstrates gendered attributes, im-
pacting adults in disparate ways. The phenomenon described can be traced back to the es-
tablishment of a globalized division of labor, which created a demand for female migrant
workers in specific sectors, particularly in sex industries, domestic work, and caregiving.
Gender stereotypes place limitations on the autonomy and decision-making abilities of
women, thereby increasing their vulnerability to the systematic violation of their basic

human rights. While poverty undoubtedly contributes to the prevalence of trafficking in
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sub-Saharan Africa, it is important to acknowledge that vulnerability to trafficking can-

not be solely attributed to one factor.

The findings of the study suggest that several reasons, such as gender inequality, re-
stricted possibilities for women, cultural norms, the devaluation of girls’ education, and
social stigmatization towards widowed and divorced women, played a role in influenc-
ing their choice to relocate. It is imperative for theorists to recognize that the pursuit of
poverty alleviation (IFAD, 2006) is unlikely to have a substantial impact on the decisions
made by women who aspire to leave Africa in order to escape unfavorable personal con-
ditions, such as unemployment, lack of education, poverty, limited opportunities, and

societal exclusion.

Moreover, the data suggest that those who rely on cash as their primary means of sus-
tenance and reside in urban areas are more likely to experience congestion, inadequate
sanitation, feelings of insecurity, limited access to social healthcare services, engagement
in risky sexual activities, living in close-knit communities, and frequent relocation. Due
to the causes previously discussed, women who find themselves in desperate circumstanc-
es often resort to taking risks and complying with the demands of human traffickers. The
individuals hold the belief that the sole resolution to their predicaments lies in embarking
on international travel with the aim of securing an improved livelihood for themselves

and their family.

The findings further highlight that rural origin is not necessarily a prerequisite for
human trafficking in sub-Saharan regions. As a result of pressures and high living costs,
the prevalence of social media, lack of employment, and economic hardship are expos-
ing those living in urban areas to human trafficking. Some researchers have a bias in their
conceptualizations of trafficking in sub-Saharan Africa based on a misconception, which
is problematic. The particular relevant factor when thinking about migration motivation
and decision-making in relation to the push factors that are present in a place is thought
to be the place of origin and how these vulnerabilities can then be overcome. By gain-
ing a better understanding of the reasons why trafficked women migrate, we have to un-
derstand and analyze what trafficked women expect from migration, what really makes
them want to leave their country of origin, and what might be luring them to a certain
country. In order to solve this problem, sub-Saharan African countries need to establish
a ruling and penalty for trafficking. Additionally, the sub-regional organizations, the Af-
rican Union (AU), and the NGOs need to amalgamate strategies to eradicate traflicking.
Moreover, empowering African women through the lens of education, promoting gender
equality, reducing poverty, and creating avenues for women to learn new skills can be the

amicable solution that will eradicate traflicking in the sub-region.

In conclusion, the issues of migration and human trafficking, particularly in the con-

text of sub-Saharan African women who are deceived, underscore the pressing necessity
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for a comprehensive and multifaceted strategy. The eradication of modern-day slavery
and the protection of the rights and dignity of all individuals affected by these egregious
crimes necessitate various measures, including collaboration, the establishment of strin-
gent legal frameworks, public awareness campaigns, addressing root causes, empowering
vulnerable populations, and fostering international cooperation. Through the implemen-
tation of proactive measures, it is possible to work towards the establishment of a global
society in which migration is both secure and voluntary while simultaneously ensuring
that human trafficking becomes an historical occurrence that is relegated to the annals

of the past.
Orcid
Karamo Faruk Konneh https:/lorcid.org/0000-0002-5785-2023
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Abstract Keywords
Migration has a long history in Afghanistan, but it has in- Migration, Remittances,
creased remarkably over the last decade. This study examines Socio-demographic,
the actual data of 1060 households in Mazar-i-Sharif, the cap- Low-income House-
ital of the Balkh province in Afghanistan to evaluate the main hold, Afghanistan

causes and benefits of migration. The data used in this study
was obtained from a strictly random process. The study finds
that the main reasons for internal and international migra-
tion are unemployment and income inequality, in addition to
war and poverty, as international motivations for migration.
Furthermore, the study demonstrates that households receive
benefit from migrant remittances to increase their income
and smooth consumption. Thus, the study suggests that to
manage migration in Afghanistan, the government and in-
ternational organizations should work together for peace and
the reduction of poverty in Afghanistan to mitigate a further
migration crisis in the future.

Introduction

Migration has traditionally provided people with chances to better their lives and the
lives of their families (Wickramasekara et al. 2006). Individuals are also driven to mi-
grate to escape poverty because of broad income inequalities between locations, especial-
ly among countries (Murrugarra et al., 2011). Because of this, the bulk of migrant flows
from developing countries to developed countries has increased over the past years. Peo-
ple migrate from their origin communities to places overseas for several reasons, such as
conflict, political and social uncertainty and economic motivations (Gartaula, 2009). Sta-
tistical figures reveal that in 2005 more than 191 million people were living outside their
country of birth, this volume was surpassed to 221.7 million in 2010 and 250 million in
2015 (Ratha et al., 2016). These values represent more than three percent of the world
population (Ratha et al., 2016).
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The study of migration is a highly dynamic and multidimensional field that attracts
interdisciplinary researchers. Due to its complexity and ever-changing nature, its caus-
es, factors, and effects vary according to the situation. Migration is not only of interest
to researchers; states also often seek to produce policies to sustainably manage migration
(Dubey & Mallah, 2015). Migration is not only a problem in the destination country, but
also causes tremendous changes in the origin and transit countries (Horvdth & Anghel,
2009). Countries may be more or less exposed to immigration depending on their loca-
tion. For example, countries with low economic and social development, deficient human
rights, and countries with internal conflicts or ones that are located on a migration route
are likely to experience migration (Dubey & Mallah, 2015). Migration is often prompted
by various factors, both pushing and pulling people to the place they intend to go.

In Afghanistan, migration has been present for centuries and has increased drastical-
ly over the last decade for a variety of economic, political, demographic, social and envi-
ronmental reasons (Murrugarra et al., 2011). Global warming, rising temperatures, melt-
ing polar glaciers and wars are further adding to the reasons for forced migration (Pete
Spink, 2020). According to Kuschminder and Dora (2009), over the course of four dec-
ades marked by war, instability, economic hardship, and violence, a significant number of
Afghan people have left their homeland in pursuit of refugee status both in neighboring
countries and abroad. During the 1980s, over 5 million Afghans sought refuge in Iran
and Pakistan, while thousands of families also migrated to countries such as India, the
United States, and countries in Europe. Additionally, an estimated 2-3 million individ-
uals have been internally displaced within Afghanistan, as noted in various sources (Ru-
bin, 1996; Ruiz et al., 2001; Noor, 2006). The patterns of refugee and migration flows
in Afghanistan are influenced by a complex interplay of political, environmental, social,
and economic factors, making it difficult to attribute Afghan migration decisions to a sin-
gle determinant (Garrote-Sanchez, 2017). According to a recent report by UNHCR in
(2022), Afghanistan ranks as the third-largest source country for migration in the world,
with 2.6 million documented refugees and more than 2.5 million undocumented ones,

trailing only behind Syria and Venezuela in terms of migration numbers.

Thus, the main purpose of the study is to evaluate the push factors of internal and in-
ternational migration in the case of the city of Mazar-i-Sharif, using comprehensive de-
scriptive statistics and a recent household survey aiming to answer the following question:

What are the main causes and benefits of migration for Afghan people?

Migration Theories

For many years, scholars have delved into the motivations behind human migration, ex-
ploring a variety of essential factors that influence people’s decision to move. These fac-
tors include economic, political, social, cultural, demographic, and ecological elements,

as extensively reviewed by Ghatak et al. (1996), Hagen-Zanker (2008), King (2012),
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and Massey et al. (1993). These theories encompass functional perspectives, which view
migration as a means to maximize income, and historical-structural theories, which in-
terpret migration as a consequence of class-based disparities within global capitalist sys-
tems. Neoclassical migration theory, “rooted in Sjaastad’s (1962) cost-benefit model and
Lee’s (1966) push-pull model,” posits that individuals migrate primarily due to econom-
ic disparities between their current place of residence and potential destinations. Migra-
tion decisions, whether to migrate or where to migrate, hinge on substantial differences
in income or overall well-being between these locations. People are inclined to move
when they anticipate that the benefits of migration outweigh the costs. However, it’s
worth noting that, while Lee’s push-pull model and the augmented gravity model effec-
tively explain overall migration patterns between places, they have faced criticism for
not fully accounting for why a significant portion of the population chooses not to mi-
grate despite significant income disparities (Bogue, 1977; Hagen-Zanker, 2008). One
explanation for this immobility is that migration isn’t solely driven by external factors
like wage gaps or disparities in livelihood opportunities. Instead, people’s own agency
and self-determination play a crucial role in deciding whether and where they relocate
(Bakewell, 2010).

Furthermore, the New Economics of Labor Migration, pioneered by Stark and Bloom
in 1985, places the family or household at the heart of migration decision-making. This
theory argues that households have the ability to manage income uncertainties by strate-
gically assigning family members to various income sources, including different migration
opportunities (Haug, 2008; Massey et al., 1993). Family connections carry significant so-
cial influences that shape how migration choices are made (Mincer, 1978). To illustrate,
strong attachments to one’s place of origin and the people there create negative influ-
ences that reduce the likelihood of migration. Conversely, positive influences are estab-
lished when family members and friends residing elsewhere provide valuable information
that reduces the uncertainty associated with migration (Stark & Bloom, 1985). Exter-
nal factors also drive migration decisions when relative, rather than absolute, disparities
in well-being, income, and living standards motivate people to contemplate moving. In
such cases, individuals compare their own circumstances to those of others in their social
circle (Stark & Taylor, 1989, 1991). Recent developments in migration decision-making
models have evolved to incorporate individual factors while maintaining a central focus
on the family or household as decision-making units (Anam & Chiang, 2007). In sum-
mary, this perspective highlights the pivotal role of families in shaping migration choic-
es, where they act as both sources of support and constraints depending on the nature of

their influence.

Network theory suggests that migration outcomes result from a complex interplay
involving decisions made by individual actors, family members, friends, migrant organ-

izations, and various economic and political factors (Boyd, 1989). Social networks not
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only influence whether and how migration occurs but also play a role in determining
the specific destinations migrants are drawn to (Haug, 2008). Ritchey (1976) points out
that individuals who have access to relevant social connections have incentives to migrate
because these networks provide valuable information, financial support, and practical

assistance.

Empirical Literature Review

There is a consensus in academic literature that the primary catalyst for people to leave
their homes is violence and conflict (Adhikari, 2012; Cummings et al., 2015). Quanti-
tative studies conducted across various countries have consistently identified violence as
the predominant factor driving displacement (Davenport et al., 2003; de Haas, 2011;
and Schmeidl, 1995). These studies have primarily examined national-level data, treating
refugees and internally displaced populations as the focal point. Furthermore, political
factors have also been put forth and examined in this context, particularly the presence or
absence of human and political rights. According to quantitative research findings, these
variables seem to increase the likelihood of individuals leaving their places of residence
(Davenport et al., 2003 and Kirwin & Anderson, 2018). Moore and Shellman (2004)
found that instances of human rights violations, as measured by the Political Terror Scale

(PTS), positively correlate with a country’s refugee outflows.

Discrepancies in economic prospects, particularly disparities in employment opportu-
nities and wages, have traditionally been viewed as the primary motivating factors behind
migration. This concept forms the core of neo-classical migration theory, as seen in expla-
nations for “rural-urban migration within the Harris-Todaro model (Harris & Todaro,
1970) and international migration patterns in the push-pull model (Lee, 1996),” as artic-
ulated by Borjas (1990). In these models, individuals’ rational cost-benefit analyses, con-
sidering wage differences between their home country and their destination as indicators
of improved economic prospects, are regarded as the decisive elements. These theoretical
underpinnings have been extensively examined with empirical evidence, encompassing
both national-level data and more detailed individual-level information (Amara & Jem-
mali, 2018 and Neumann & Hermans, 2017).

Numerous research studies have examined the connection between climate change
and people moving from one place to another. Some of these studies focus on individu-
als and households. In Sub-Saharan Africa, researchers, such as Barrios et al. (2006) and
Henderson et al. (2017) found that climate change had a significant impact on people
leaving rural areas and moving to cities. Extensive research confirms that the majority of
migrants are typically in an age group capable of working. This includes individuals who
are moving within their own country, crossing international borders, secking refugee sta-

tus, or relocating for employment purposes (IMF [International Monetary Fund], 2016
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and Kassar & Dourgnon, 2014). Migrants of working age have the highest likelihood of
effectively dealing with the challenges they encounter before and during their migration
journey. They are also better positioned to secure employment at their destination, often
as part of a strategy to reduce risks for their families (Dasgupta et al., 2014 and Schwartz,
1976). Regarding traditional labor migration, there appears to be a positive connection
with education (IMF, 2016). Skilled and educated migrants are often motivated to leave
their home countries when they cannot find suitable jobs that match their level of edu-
cation (Kirwin & Anderson, 2018). However, the impact of education on migration can
vary from one country to another. For instance, in Ghana and Egypt, higher-educated
individuals are more likely to migrate, while the opposite is true in Morocco, where low-

er-educated individuals tend to migrate more (van Dalen et al., 2005).

Migration Trend in Afghanistan

For over a century, Afghanistan has been a developing country. There was little industrial-
ization and little employment available in the 1960s and 1970s. Consequently, the 1973
oil boom lured numerous Afghan laborers to Pakistan, Iran, and other Middle Eastern
countries (Kronenfeld, 2008). Many Hazara families relocated to Iran in the 1850s to
avoid natural catastrophes and other challenges, such as security threats because they are
a religious minority (Shia) and face security threats in the country. An additional 15,000
Afghan households arrived in the area of Torbat-e Jam, east of Mashhad, Islamic Republic
of Iran, between 1880 and 1903. (Abbasi-Shavazi et al., 2005).

In recent decades, Afghanistan’s net migration rate has experienced substantial chang-
es due to the nation’s political developments. During the Soviet occupation period (1979-
89), a large exodus of Afghans occurred, resulting in a “negative net migration rate of
-56.7/1000 persons”. Many Afghans left the country because of the war at that time.
With the end of the Soviet occupation, many Afghans returned, bringing the rate to 44.4
per 1000 inhabitants between 1990 and 1995. As the Taliban’s hold on power strength-
ened, this rate decreased to -6.5 per 1000 people between 1995 and 2000 because of the
civil war that started in the country and Afghan people again began to leave the country.
Over 6 million Afghans returned to their country between 2002 and 2013 after the Talib-
an’s fall in 2001 (Marchand et al., 2014). This caused the net migration rate to shift from
negative to positive, reaching 4.9 per 1000 people in 2013.

Although previous migration flows mostly consisted of refugees, economic migrants
have been more widespread in the last decade, not just to Iran and Pakistan but also to
the “Gulf Cooperation Council” and OECD countries. This happened because of lack of
job opportunities in Afghanistan and in contrast more job opportunities abroad that at-
tracted more Afghan economic migrants. For instance, in 1990, there were approximate-

ly 380,000 economic migrants; by 2000, this figure had risen to nearly 1 million, and by
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2015, it had risen to 2.2 million. Over the last 15 years, this development has resulted
in a net annual outflow of 85,000 Afghans (Garrote-Sanchez, 2017b). In addition, since
2015, nearly “146,000 young Afghan workers have migrated to Europe each year to have
a better life” while the number of internal migrants is not available (Vieira, 2021). In
2020, 1.5 million fled to Pakistan and 780,000 to Iran. Furthermore, since the Taliban
took over the country on 15 August 2021, about 3.5 million Afghans have been forced to
flee their homes. About 73,500 people were taken out by US forces and about 8,000 Af-
ghans by the British Army, and an unknown number of Afghans by other countries (see
figure 1) (BBC News, 2021).

w

Number of Migrants in Millions
(]

1988 1997 2007 2016 2025
Year

Figure 1. Migration Trend

According to the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) (2021) report, between 4,000
- 5,000 Afghans migrated to Iran daily. Since, August 2021, more than 300,000 Af-
ghans have fled to Pakistan and about 200,000 of them entered illegally (Gul, 2021). On
the other hand, the number of foreign nationals residing in Afghanistan has steadily in-
creased over the past two decades. In 1990, there were 57,686 immigrants to the coun-
try; this figure rose to 75,917 in 2000 and increased further to 90,883 in 2010. Due to
a shortage of locally available trained labor, the necessity to rebuild the Afghan economy
led to a massive inflow of foreign migrant workers. In 2011, the “Afghan Ministry of For-
eign Affairs” (MoFA) approved 17,833 work licenses for foreign citizens. It is estimated
that around 100,000 foreigners who are currently employed in Afghanistan have an irreg-
ular status (Marchand et. al, 2014). Additionally, a number of foreign military and devel-
opment personnel had come to Afghanistan for work (Marchand et.al, 2014), however,

most of them have since left due to the Taliban’s return to power.
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Data and Variables

The study uses primary data based on a multi-random sampling method. The data was
collected through an interview conducted in May-July 2021, based on a self-construct-
ed survey with a total of 1060 household respondents. The data consists of two periods
of information 1) before the pandemic, COVID-19, spreads in Afghanistan (21 March
2019-2020); 2) since the pandemic spreads into the country (21 March 2020-2021).
Having the data and information at our disposal, the study uses it to analyze the so-
cio-economic demographic characteristics of the households” heads, emigrants, and in-
ternal migrants. Also, the study analyzes what factors push Afghans to migrate and how

migrants assist their family members left behind.

Description of the Sample

Figure 2 represents that the majority (91.60%) were male respondents, while the fe-
male represented 8.40 per cent. The reason for less participation of females in the study
is mostly because of Afghan culture and some family restrictions that do not allow a fe-
male to talk with a young, stranger man in front of the house. In addition, it is indicated
that 59.90% of the respondents designate themselves as the head of their families, while
40.1% of the participants were housechold members who gave the necessary information
about the head and other members of the family on their behalf. Besides, it is shown that
most of our respondents were young people between the ages of 18-29 and 30-39, with
34.6% and 24.7%, respectively. The rest of the respondents were greater than 39-year-
old, with 40.7 per cent.

Percentage
series1 NN 19,2%

Series1 [N 21,5%
series1 [N 24,7%
Age of the Respondents [N 34,6%
seriest I 40%
Position of the Respondents in the Families I 60%
series1 [N 8%
Gender of the Respondents | 92%

Characteristics of the
Respondents

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Figure 2. Characteristics of the Respondents

Table 1 displays the descriptive statistics of the demographic characteristics of 1060
household’s head. The table shows that 88% of the households” heads were male while
around 12% were female. Around (47%) of the households’ heads fall above 50-year-
old while the rest of the heads fall under the productive age group with 10% between
the range of 18-28 years old and 44% between the range of 29-50 years old. In terms of
marital status, a large percentage of the household’s head (90%) were married people, fol-
lowed by singles (6%) and divorced (0.5%) and widows (3.4%).
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Regarding the education background, most households” heads have primary and sec-

ondary education, lower and upper, with (30%) and (27.5%) respectively. The partic-

ipants reported 19.5% with Islamic education and 15.5% with university and above,

while those who have zero level of education is 7.5%. Approximately 38% of the house-

hold heads have elementary occupations, professional (14%), manager (1%), plant and

machine operators and assemblers (around 9%). The rest of the household heads (38%)

have some other occupations. Moreover, it indicates that 37% and 33% of the household

heads were employed and self-employed, while out of the remaining 30%, 6% were un-

employed, around 23% were PAF', and only 1% were retired. The majority of employed

heads of household work in the private sector (about 78%), followed by government sec-

tors (20%) and foreign institutions (2%).

Table 1. Characteristics of the Households’ Head

No

Internal

International

Variables Remittance Remittance Remittance Both Total
Obs. % Obs. % Obs. % Obs. % Obs. %
Gender
Male 451 976 234 757 245 875 77.8 | 937 884
Female 1 24 | 75 243 35 12.5 222 123 116
Total 462 436 309 292 280 264 G 0.8 1060 100.0
Age
18-28 29 63 31 100 34 12.1 0 0.0 94 8.9
29-50 238 515 130 421 98 | 35.0 6 | 66.7 472 445
above 50 195 422 148 479 148 | 529 3 333 494 466
Total 462 436 309 292 280 264 9 0.8 1060 100.00
Marital Status
Single 25 54 21 6.8 18 6.4 0 0.0 64 6.0
Married 425 92.0 271 877 252 | 90.0 7 778 955  90.1
Divorced 0 0.0 3 1.0 2 0.7 0 0.0 5 0.5
Separated 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Widowed 12 | 26 14 45 8 29 2 | 222 36 3.4
Total 462 436 309 292 280 264 G 0.8 1060 100.0
Education
No Educationatall 35 | 76 30 97 14 5.0 0 0.0 79 7.5
Islamic School 99 | 214 60 194 | 44 15.7 4 444 207 195
Primary School 113 245 93 | 301 112 | 40.0 2 | 222 320 302

1

not seeking is called the potential additional labor force (PAF)

»

“The sum of the two groups persons seeking work but not immediately available and persons available to work but
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Lower and Upper

140 303 79 | 256 69 24.6 3 33.3 291 275
Secondary School

University and 75 162 47 | 152 41 | 146 0 00 163 154

above

Total 462 436 309 29.2 280 264 9 0.8 1060 100
Occupation

E'Cec’:“;:tt;;ys 187 405 103 333 111 396 1 111 402 37.9
Manager 7 1.5 4 1.3 1 0.4 0 0.0 12 1.1
Professional 69 149 38 | 123 40 14.3 1 1.1 148 140
Plant and machine

operators, and 50 | 10.8 20 6.5 16 5.7 6 66.7 92 8.7
assemblers

Others 149 323 144 466 112  40.0 1 1.1 406 383
Total 462 436 309 292 280 264 9 0.8 1060 @ 100.0
Status of Employment

Employed 211 | 457 @ 96 | 311 87 31.1 1 1.1 395 373
Self-Employed 156 | 338 97 314 | 98 35.0 1 1.1 352 332
Unemployed 23 5.0 16 | 5.2 26 9.3 0 0.0 65 6.1
Retired 4 0.9 2 0.6 1 0.4 0 0.0 7 0.7
PAF 68 147 98 | 317 68 243 7 778 241 227
Total 462 436 309 292 280 264 9 0.8 1060 @ 100.0

Sector or Institution of Employment

Government 41 194 22 229 16 184 1 1000 80 203
Sector
Private Sector 166 787 71 740 70 805 0 00 307  77.7
Foreign
Inditotions) 4 19 3 31 1 11 0 00 8 20
Total 211 534 96 243 87 @ 22 1 03 395  100.0

Table 2 indicates other related factors, which are also important as far as the charac-
teristics of the households’ heads are concerned. As can be seen from the table, 96.5% of
the households do not have any disabled person in their families, while 3.5% represent
having at least one disabled person in their family. In terms of households’ structure, it
is demonstrated that almost half (49%) of the sample size has more females compared
to males in their families, while 25% of the households have a male majority. In the rest
of the households (26%), the number of males and females are equal. Interestingly, it is
shown that in all categories of the households, the number of households with a female
majority is greater than the other two groups. Besides, half (50%) of the sample size
have more than six members in their families, around 41% have a family size between

the range of 4-6 people, and a low percentage of the sample size (9%) have a family size
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between range of 1-3 people. There is 19% of the sample size have received assistance
from the ex-government and NGOs since March 21, 2020, while 81% receive nothing,.
Households who received the assistance reported that most of them (81%) received non-
cash assistance rather than cash assistance (5%); around 14% of them received both types
of assistance due to COVID-19.

Non-cash assistance includes food and non-food goods such as clothes, coal, and
wood. So, 70.7% of the assistance recipients received food while only 0.5% received non-
food, and the rest (28.9%) received both types of assistance. In terms of Zakat, 2 out of
1060 households received Islamic assistance; however, Afghanistan is an Islamic country.
Thus, the government should have a special look at these Islamic elements, which signifi-
cantly affects poverty reduction in a country. Finally, around 11% of the houscholds took

a loan to provide for basic needs while 81% of them did not take a loan for daily needs.

Table 2. Other Important Characteristics of the Households

r_‘lo Intt_ernal Interr!ational Both Total

VErE s Remittance Remittance Remittance

Obs. % Obs. %  Obs. % Obs. % Obs. %
Disability
Yes 13 238 13 42 1 3.9 0 0.0 37 3.5
No 449 1 972 | 296 958 269 @ 96.1 9 100.0 1023 @ 96.5
Total 462 436 309 292 280 264 9 0.8 1060  100.0
HH Formation
Male Majority 97 210 101 327 68 243 3 33.3 269 254
Female Majority = 227 49.1 155  50.2 131 468 2 22.2 515 48.6
Female = Male 138 1 299 53 172 81 289 4 44 4 276 26.0
Total 462 436 309 292 280 264 9 0.8 1060 100.0
Household size
1-3 people 22 48 34 1.0 37 132 0 0.0 93 8.8
4-6 people 178 385 130 421 120 429 3 333 431 40.7
above 6 262 | 56.7 145 46.9 123 439 6 66.7 536 50.6
Total 462 436 309 292 280 264 9 0.8 1060 100.0
Received Assist. Because of Covid-19
Yes 44 95 70 227 84 300 6 66.7 204 19.2
No 418 1 905 239 773 196 700 3 33.3 856 80.8
Total 462 436 309 292 280 264 9 0.8 1060  100.0
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Type of Assistances

Cash 0 0.0 8 1.4 3 3.6 0 0.0 1 5.4
Non-Cash 41 932 49 700 69 82.1 6 100.0 165 80.9
Both 3 6.8 13 | 186 12 143 0 0.0 28 13.7
Total 44 216 70 343 84 412 6 2.9 204  100.0
Type of non-cash assistance(s)

Food 35 795 50 714 58 69.0 1 16.7 144 70.6
Non-food 1 2.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.5
Both 8 182 18 257 28 333 | 5 83.3 59 28.9
Total 44 216 70 343 84 412 6 2.9 204 100
Received Zakat

Yes 1 0.2 1 0.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 0.2
No 461 1 99.8 | 308 99.7 280 1000 9  100.0 1058 @ 99.8
Total 462 436 309 292 280 264 9 0.8 1060  100.0
Taking loan for basic needs

Yes 38 82 41 133 35 125 0 0.0 114 10.8
No 424 1 918 268 86.7 245 875 9  100.0 946 89.2
Total 462 436 309 292 280 264 9 0.8 1060  100.0

Figure 3 displays that, from the total sample size of 1060 households, 48.8% and
43.6% of the households received no remittances, and the rest of the sample size, 51.2%
and 56.4% received remittances during 2019/20 and 2020/21 respectively. Particularly,
it shows that out of 51.2% of the sample size who receive remittances during 2019/20,
26.3% receive internal remittances, 24.2% receive international remittances, and only
0.8% receive both types of remittances. In contrast, during 2020/21, out of 56.4% of
the total sample size, 29.2% receive internal remittances, 26.4% receive external remit-
tances, and only 0.8% receive both types of remittances. As shown in the figure, gen-
erally, internal remittances receiver households are more than international remittances
receiver households in both periods due to high cost of international migration com-
pared to internal migration. Furthermore, the figure illustrates that more households
received benefits from their migrants during the pandemic compared to pre-pandemic.
It means that one of the reasons that Afghan houscholds received remittances was eco-

nomic shock.
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Figure 3. The Structure of the Sample Size

Table 3 indicates that from 279 and 309 internal remittances receiver households
during 2019/20 and 2020/21, respectively, only 3.2% of the households received in-
ternal remittances from their relative(s)* or friend(s) in both periods and the rest of the
96.8% and 97.1% receive remittances from their own family member(s) who migrated
within the country, Afghanistan, during 2019/20 and 2020/21 respectively. In addition,
out of 256 and 280 houscholds who received international remittances during 2019/20
and 2020/21, respectively, only 0.4% of them received international remittances from
their relative(s) or friend(s) and the rest of them (99.6%) receive the remittances from
their family members who migrated overseas in both periods. No households receive both
types of remittances from their relative(s) or friend(s). It should be mentioned that since
the number of households who receive both types of remittances is few, we considered
them in both groups, those who receive internal and external remittances, in our later

analysis.

Table 3. Number of Households Receive Remittances in Both Periods (2019/20,2020/21)

. internal International
Type of Remittances Remittance Remittance Both

Received remittance from own

96.8% | 97.1% | 99.6% | 99.6% 100% 100%

migrant(s)

Recglved re_mlttances from 3.2% 2.9% 0.4% 0.4% 0% 0%
relative(s)/friend(s)

No. of total households 279 309 256 280 8 9

2 Not household member such as uncle, aunt, cousin and so on.
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Table 4 illustrates that almost all internal and external remittances recipients
(96.5%) and (98.6%) respectively receive cash remittances, while 2.5% and 1.4% re-
ceive both cash and non-cash, and only 1% of the internal remittances recipients re-
ceive non-cash such as food, cloth, medicine, phone or computer. It also indicates that
the majority of internal (97.5%) and external (85.5%) remittances recipients allocate
more than half of their remittances to basic needs (food, non-food, shelter, healthcare,
and education). In comparison, only 1.3% of internal and 9.7% of external remittanc-
es recipients allocate less than half and 1.3% and 4.8% respectively allocate half. In ad-
dition, internal and external remittance recipients have reported that remittances have a
significant role in reducing their financial difficulties. About 80% and 12.3% of inter-
nal and 67.5% and 17.6% of external remittance recipients selected extremely and very
important options when asked about the effect of remittances on financial difficulty,

respectively.

Table 4. Other Important Factors

Int_ernal Interpational Total

Variables Remittances Remittances

Obs. % Obs. % Obs. %
Type of Remittance
Cash 307 96.5 285 98.6 592 97.5
Non-cash 3 1.0 0 0.0 3 0.5
Both 8 25 4 1.4 12 2.0
Total 318 52.4 289 47.6 607 100.0
Allocation of Remits. On HH’s Basic Needs
Less than half 4 1.3 28 9.7 32 5.3
Half 4 1.3 14 4.8 18 3.0
More than half 310 97.5 247 85.5 557 91.8
Total 318 52.4 289 47.6 607 100.0
Effect of Remits. on Financial Difficulty of HH
Not Important 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Somewhat important 1 0.3 4 1.4 5 0.8
Important 24 7.5 39 13.5 63 10.4
very important 39 12.3 51 17.6 90 14.8
extremely important 254 79.9 195 67.5 449 74.0
Total 318 52.4 289 47.6 607 100.0
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Internal International

Demographic Characteristics Migrant(s) Emigrant(s) Total

Obs. %  Obs. %  Obs. %
Relationship with the household head
Father 18 55 19 5.6 37 55
Mother 0 0.0 1 0.3 1 0.1
Husband 53 16.2 25 7.4 78 1.7
Wife 0 0.0 1 0.3 1 0.1
Children 209 63.7 225 66.4 434 65.1
Brother 26 7.9 18 5.3 44 6.6
Sister 22 6.7 50 14.7 72 10.8
Total 328 49.2 889 50.8 667 100.0
Gender
Male 309 94.2 313 92.3 622 93.3
Female 19 5.8 26 7.7 45 6.7
Total 328 49.2 339 50.8 667 100.0
Age
14-28 169 51.5 206 60.8 375 56.2
29-39 114 34.8 91 26.8 205 30.7
40-50 27 8.2 33 9.7 60 9.0
Above 50 18 55 9 27 27 4.0
Total 328 49.2 339 50.8 667 100.0
Marital Status
Single 165 50.3 184 54.3 349 52.3
Married 162 49.4 155 45.7 317 47.5
Divorced 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Separated 1 0.3 0 0.0 1 0.1
Widowed 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Total 328 49.2 339 50.8 667 100.0
Education
No Education at all 1 0.3 0 0.0 1 0.1
Islamic School 8 2.4 10 29 18 2.7
Primary School 72 22.0 49 14.5 121 18.1
;‘;‘;}"jgf”d Upper Secondary 171 521 | 235 | 693 406  60.9
University and above 76 23.2 45 13.3 121 18.1
Total 328 49.2 339 50.8 667 100.0
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Occupation

Elementary occupations 178 54.3 142 41.9 320 48.0
Manager 1 0.3 0 0.0 1 0.1
Professional 69 21.0 3 0.9 72 10.8

Plant and machine operators,

and assemblers 9 27 21 6.2 30 45
Others 69 21.0 129 38.1 198 29.7
No answer 2 0.6 44 13.0 46 6.9
Total 328 49.2 339 50.8 667 100.0
Sending Remit.

Yes 310 94.5 288 85.0 598 89.7
No 18 55 51 15.0 69 10.3
Total 328 49.2 339 50.8 667 100.0
Channel Used

Formal 140 44.0 114 394 254 41.8
Informal 157 49.4 175 60.6 332 54.7
No Answer 21 6.6 0 0.0 21 3.5
Total 318 52.4 289 47.6 607 100.0

Reason for the using a formal channel

Low cost 8 5.7 15 13.2 23 9.1
Safety 61 43.6 26 22.8 87 343
Fast transaction 16 11.4 27 23.7 43 16.9
Others 0 0.0 0 0 0 0
Mixed 55 39.3 46 40.4 101 39.8
Total 140 55.1 114 44.9 254 100.0
Reason for using an informal channel

Low cost 10 6.4 75 42.9 85 25.6
Safety 78 49.7 34 194 112 337
Fast transaction 0 0 7 4.0 7 21
Others 0 0 36 20.6 36 10.8
Mixed 69 43.9 23 131 92 27.7
Total 157 47.3 175 52.7 332 100.0

Interestingly, Table 5 represents some characteristics of the members of household(s)
who migrated internally or internationally. The table indicates that more than half of in-
ternal migrants (64%) and international emigrants (66%) were children of the house-
holds” heads (son/daughter), and it is followed by husbands (16%) for internal migrants
and sisters (15%) for international emigrants. In terms of gender, a considerable percent-

age of internal migrants (94%) and international emigrants (92%) were males, while only
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about 6% of internal migrants and 8% of international emigrants were females. Data
shows that most migrants were in the category of young ages. For example, 86% of the
internal migrants were below the age of 39, and about 88% for international emigrants.
Half (50.3%) of internal migrants were single, followed by 49.4% married and 0.3%
separated, while for international emigrants, the study found that 54.3% of them were
single and the rest of them (45.7%) were married. Furthermore, more than half (52%)
of the internal migrants have lower or upper secondary school background, and followed
by 23% with university education, 22% with primary school, 2.4% Islamic school, and
0.3% with no education at all. In comparison, these percentages are 69%, 13%, 15%,
2.9% and 0% for international emigrants respectively. Therefore, it illustrates that most
internal and international migrants decided to migrate at the secondary education level
with 52% and 69%, respectively.

The study finds that 54% of internal migrants and 42% of international emigrants
are involved in elementary occupations. Importantly, the majority of both internal mi-
grants (94.5%) and international emigrants (85%) are reported to send remittances to
their family members left behind, while the rest of them do not send remittances. More-
over, the study found that 49.4% of the households use an informal channel for receiving
internal remittance from their migrants, 44% receive financial assistance from a formal
channel and 6.6% of them did not give an answer to the question. In contrast, 60.6%
and 39.4% of international remittances were transferred through informal and formal
channels, respectively. The reasons to choose the channels do not differ for the house-
holds who receive internal remittances as the majority of them selected safety with 43.6%
and 49.7% as a reason for using formal and informal channels, respectively. In con-
trast, those households who receive international remittances from formal channels select
mixed (low cost, safety, and fast transaction) with 40.4%, fast transaction with 23.7%,
safety with 22.8%, and low cost with 13.2% as a reason for using the channel. In addi-
tion, those who receive international remittances from an informal channel have chosen
the low cost with 42.9% and fast transaction with 4% as a reason for using the channel.
Also, 20.6% of them selected other (easy to use, no need for legal documents to transfer
money) as a reason. Interestingly, it shows that most households who have international

migrant(s) used informal channels because of low cost and other reasons.

As it is shown in Figure 4, households reported that most of their member(s) migrat-
ed internally because of unemployment (65.24%), earning higher income (16.16%) and
both reasons (13.72%) combined. The findings are highly supported by Ghatak et al.
(1996) and Hagen-Zanker (2008). Some migrated internally for education (3.05%) and
other reasons like marriage (1.83%). In contrast, more than half (53%) of households
with at least one international migrant responded that their members migrated overseas
because of war and poverty. The study finds that 17% chose only war/conflict as a reason

for migrating their family members overseas and this is supported by previous studies,
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including Adhikari (2012) and Cummings et al., (2015). Additionally, 12% migrated for
poverty and these findings are supported by scholars, including Lee (1996) and Amara &
Jemmali (2018). To earn a higher income (10 %) is the next reason that members of the
households moved out of the country. Marriage to a person overseas was the reason stated

4% of members, followed by educational reason state by around 4%.
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International Migration _ 17%
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0% 18% 35% 53% 70%
Figure 4. Reasons of Migration

Figure 5 shows the destinations of internal and international migration. It demon-
strates that most of the internal migrants (92%) traveled to other provinces for the rea-
sons stated above, while 8% of them migrated to the rural districts of the Balkh province.
In contrast, half of the emigrants (50%) chose Asian countries as a destination of migra-
tion, while about 43% of them chose European countries, followed by Australia (4.5%),

the U.S.A (1.5%), and Canada (1%).
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Figure 5. General Destination of Migration
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Figure 6. Emigrants’ Destination Countries in Europe Continent

Next, Figure 6 displays which European countries host the high number of these em-
igrants. In other words, it shows which European countries are the most inciting desti-
nations for Afghan migrants. As can be seen in the figure, Germany hosts 50% of the
migrants, followed by France (12%), Sweden (12%), and Austria (11%). Meanwhile,
10.2% of the emigrants are in Switzerland, Greece, and England, with an equal percent-
age, 3.4% for each country. Italy with 2.1%, Norway, and Iceland with 2.8% and 1.4%,

are other European counties where the emigrants migrated.

Figure 7 reveals that of the people who migrated to Asian counties, more than half
(65%) of them were living in the Islamic Republic of Iran, followed by Turkey (20%) and
Dubai (6%). In addition, around 6% of the emigrants were in Pakistan, and Saudi Ara-
bia, with 3% in each country. The rest of the emigrants went to Indonesia, Kuwait and
Tajikistan, with 1% for each country.
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Figure 7. Emigrants’ Destination Countries in Asian Continent
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Furthermore, Table 6 illustrates information about the cost and source of the costs
of overseas migration. According to the table below, the average cost of migrating over-
seas is calculated at US $3,148 with a minimum range of US $120 and a maximum of
US $50,000. It is found that to cover the costs of migration, most houscholds (41%)
used three sources (savings, sold properties, and got loan from the bank) to cover the cost
of migration, followed by savings (16%), loans from banks (16%) and sold properties
(11%). Also, 4% of the households took loans from relative(s), and friend(s) and similar-
ly, 4% of the households reported that the cost of migration was covered by the husband
or wife of the emigrant who was living overseas. However, 8% of the households did not

provide an answer to the question.

Table 6. Cost and Source of International Migration

Cost of Migration Source of the cost
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$3,148 $50,000 $120 15.6%  11.5% 15.6% 3.8% 44%  40.7% | 8.3%

Figure 8 presents some other important information about international migration
and emigrants. Based on the figure, a considerable portion (76%) of the migrants en-
tered illegally into the destination countries, while 24% of them migrated legally. Tak-
ing this into account; it is reported that 44% of the migrants achieved citizenship in the
host country while 36% were staying illegally and 20% were living as legal migrants in
the countries. Moreover, 55% of the migrants work legally in the host countries, while it

is 39% for illegal workers. About 6% of the households did not respond to the question.
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Figure 8. Other Important Factors About International Migration and Emigrants
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The findings of this study shed light on the intricate relationship between migration
and the socio-political and economic landscape in Afghanistan. It is evident from the
historical context that migration has been a recurring phenomenon, often intensifying
in response to political or economic upheavals within the country. These patterns are
well-supported by existing migration and empirical literature, highlighting the persis-
tent nature of this issue. One striking revelation from this study is the prevalence of
migration among the Afghan population. More than half of the sample size reported
having at least one internal or external migrant in their families. This underscores the
significance of migration as a coping mechanism for Afghan families facing challenging

circumstances.

Internal migration appears to be primarily driven by unemployment and income in-
equality, with unemployment being the dominant factor at 65%. This indicates that eco-
nomic factors play a substantial role in prompting individuals to seek opportunities with-
in Afghanistan. On the other hand, the decision to migrate abroad is predominantly
influenced by the dire combination of war and poverty, accounting for 53% of cases.
Such findings emphasize the multifaceted nature of migration determinants within Af-
ghanistan. In terms of destination, it is noteworthy that the majority of Afghan emi-
grants tend to stay within Asian countries (50.4%) and European countries (42.7%). Iran
emerges as a favored destination within Asia, while Germany stands out in Europe. This
geographical distribution of Afghan migrants suggests the importance of regional factors

in shaping migration patterns.

A concerning revelation is the high percentage (76%) of emigrants who have migrat-
ed illegally. This underscores the challenges and risks that Afghan migrants face in pur-
suit of better opportunities abroad, highlighting the need for improved migration pol-
icies and pathways. Furthermore, the study highlights the demographic characteristics
of Afghan migrants, with the majority being young males below the age of 39. This de-
mographic profile raises questions about the impact of migration on the Afghan work-
force and the potential implications for the country’s future development. The study also
underscores the vital role that remittances play in supporting families left behind. With
94.5% of internal migrants and 85% of emigrants sending remittances, it is clear that
migration serves as an economic lifeline for many Afghan households. The data also sug-
gests that during the COVID-19 pandemic, more households relied on financial support
from their migrant family members, emphasizing the vulnerability of Afghan households

to external shocks.

In light of these findings, it is imperative that concrete actions are taken by the Af-
ghan government and international organizations to address the complex issues sur-

rounding migration. Collaborative efforts are required to resolve conflicts and promote
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peace within Afghanistan. This includes diplomatic negotiations, support for peace agree-
ments, and addressing the root causes of conflicts. Additionally, the study recommends
the implementation of policies and programs aimed at reducing poverty and income ine-
quality within Afghanistan. This could involve initiatives such as job creation, vocational
training, and social safety nets, which would contribute to economic stability and provide

opportunities for vulnerable populations.
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Abstract Keywords
This article is an in-depth desk review of migration-related Migration, Security,
issues in Africa, including new migration trends, triggers of Refugees, Governance
internal displacement and refugee flows, the African Union’s Framework, African
migration policy frameworks, emerging threats to geopolitical Union

security, and responsibility-sharing among African sub-re-
gions. It explores the various variables that lead to migration
within the African region, the extent to which they interact
with one another, and the application of existing migration
policy frameworks within the context of responsibility sharing.
The article equally examines the African Union’s (AU) current
and planned migration governance institutions and member
states’ political will in view of the reality that managing mi-
gration is challenging due to its inevitable nature, magnitude,
and heterogeneity. It emphasizes the need to develop strategic
partnerships among national, regional and global actors in or-
der to address Africa’s migration and displacement challenges
in a manner consistent with international standards.

Introduction

The number of forcibly displaced people, including refugees, asylum-seekers and inter-
nally displaced people continues to rise and the variety of motivations and the range of
destinations has also expanded (Zetter 2014) in the last two decades. Sub-Saharan Africa
hosts more than a quarter of the world’s refugee population (Flahaux and De Haas, 2016)
and has the world’s highest concentration of internally displaced persons (Croll, 2009)
but the existing narrative discounts the fact that the majority of African migration occurs
within the continent. The long-held account of African migrants depicts frustrated and
desperate people in overcrowded boats surging into Europe on a seemingly endless tide.

Rather, sub-Saharan African migration has, for a long time, remained overwhelmingly
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intra-continental with more than two-thirds of all migrants from Sub-Saharan Africa mi-
grating to other countries within sub-Saharan Africa. Migratory movements within and
from Africa are expected to increase in the coming years (Adepoju 2016) due to a variety

of demographic, economic and political factors.

No continent is immune to the challenge of forced displacement in the twenty-first
century, but the global distribution of refugees is heavily skewed towards the less devel-
oped regions. For instance, 87 percent of all refugees do not find refuge in Europe, North
America or Australia, according to data from the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR, 2018a). Instead, refugees usually move to the immediate vicinity of
their countries of origin and, hence, mostly remain developing countries (Schneiderhein-
ze et al 2018). At the end of 2022, 70 percent of refugees and other people in need of in-
ternational protection lived in countries neighboring their countries of origin (UNHCR,
2023). Regional organizations” potential comparative advantages in facilitating “orderly,
safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of people” (Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal (SDG 10.7) in regional contexts and beyond are beginning to be recognized
(Dick and Schraven, 2018). In Africa, migration is now in the forefront of political dis-
cussions, especially in countries where people have been displaced through conflict or cli-
matic change, or where people move in search of economic and social opportunities that

do not exist in their countries of origin.

Opver the years, armed conflict, insecurity, environmental degradation, as well as dete-
riorating political, socio-economic and environmental conditions, have been significant
root causes of mass migration in Africa (African Union, 2018). Decentralized forms of
violence like terrorism, urban riots, and small insurgencies in state peripheries have also
been on the rise (GIGA Focus, 2018). For instance, in the face of acute violence in South
Sudan, Somalia, the Central African Republic, Libya, the Democratic Republic of Con-
go and the Sahel, the AU is trying to balance the competing imperatives of (a) protecting
substantial refugee and internally displaced populations; (b) facilitating easier continen-
tal economic migration via the African passport; (c) preventing both deadly trans-region-
al crossings and the re-emergence of overt slavery; and (d) placating concerns about the
implications of incoming migration for national security and unemployment in Africa,
Europe and beyond (Mickler, 2018). African governments are good at committing their
countries to regional pacts about migration but “slow to provide migrants with protected
status and economic opportunities similar to those enjoyed by their own citizens” (Par-
shotam, 2018). In this regard, this article explores the ways in which various factors lead
to migration within the African continent, and the extent to which they interact with
each other in a seemingly peculiar trend on one hand, and the implementation of exist-
ing migration policy frameworks within the context of responsibility-sharing on the oth-
er hand. The effectiveness of migration governance at local, regional, and national levels,

and then beyond the regional sphere is also examined.
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Statement of the Problem

The study of regional migration governance only recently gained magnitude as an ob-
ject of academic inquiry. However, there is a growing recognition that forced migration
or tackling its foundational causes needs to be better understood at the regional level. In
Africa, forced migration makes up a great portion of population movement. While much
of the discourse in the field of migration over the years has focused on migratory move-
ments to Europe and other continents, little academic research is dedicated to migration
within the continent arising from protracted conflicts, political instability, humanitarian
catastrophes and unfavorable economic environments. Refugee flows in Africa seem to
receive considerably less attention, except for the intervention of humanitarian agencies.
The Horn of Africa is host to some of the world’s largest refugee populations and migra-
tory flows, and this problem has assumed unprecedented proportions in recent years.
According to the United Nations, developing countries, mostly in Africa, are taking in
a disproportionate number of refugees, currently eighty percent of the world’s refugee
population. Africa is home to 54 countries and 1.4 billion people and poses the central
development challenge for the next generation in terms of geopolitical security, given the
fact that accurate information on migration is insufficient, due to lack or easy avoidance
of border controls, the lack of systematic, harmonized and comparable records and census

procedures, and also the lack of a single definition of a migrant.

Study Questions

In spite of the creation of regional legal instruments to manage migration in its “Migra-
tion Policy Framework for Africa,” the continent is still being affected by various streams
of population distribution and redistribution arising from aforementioned factors. From
this, some questions arise naturally. What are the peculiarities associated with the push
factors in African sub-regions and the efforts of national governments in addressing
them? Though a consensus-driven instrument, how well-equipped is the African Union’s
(AU) migration policy framework to address and regulate voluntary and forced migration
on the continent? What are the innovative ways by which African countries can demon-
strate regional solidarity and responsibility sharing in response to protracted situations of
displacement? Are there legal instruments or mechanisms to hold states accountable for
their failure to deliver on the migration governance framework? Are the legally and polit-
ically permissible ways to enhance the protection of refugees, asylum seckers, and inter-

nally displaced persons being observed by African governments?

Objectives and Study Rationale

Since the challenge of governing migration lies in its inevitability, volume, and hetero-
geneity, this study investigates the African Union’s current and planned migration gov-

ernance institutions and the political will among member-states. It employs a desk study
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approach and focuses on how political and security architecture can be enhanced in order
to address significant refugee movements throughout the continent. It investigates new
migration patterns on the continent, factors precipitating refugee flows and displace-
ments, current analysis of the African Union migration policy framework, emerging chal-
lenges for African geopolitical security, and responsibility-sharing among African sub-re-
gions. It also suggests policy recommendations for both national and regional authorities
on new approaches to address the issues of forced migration and proper enforcement of

extant laws.

New Migration Trends and Patterns in Africa

Migration is a term that encompasses a wide variety of movements and situations involv-
ing diverse people with various backgrounds (Mcauliffe and Ruhs, 2017). Migration is
a global phenomenon which affects all countries of origin, transit and destination, posi-
tively or negatively. Migration, according to Crépeau and Atak (2016), exposes tensions
between a number of parameters, including state sovereignty, border security, econom-
ic logics of globalization, integration and the values relating to protection of migrants’
rights. Today, the term ‘forced migration’, encompasses people who were compelled to
move from their land due to environmental disasters, environmental degradation and de-
velopment projects in addition to other vulnerable groups, including refugees and Inter-
nally Displaced Persons (IDDs).

Though migration policy remains largely within the power of sovereign states, migra-
tion governance on international and (trans-) regional levels has emerged as a response
to tackling this trans-boundary issue (Kunz, Lavenex, and Panizzon 2011). The majority
of refugees are hosted in developing countries, with refugees often flecing to poorer are-
as where the host community may also be vulnerable. The fact that regional migration is
generally less costly and therefore more accessible for the relatively poor compared to in-

tercontinental migration accounts for this trend.

The African continent is generally characterized by diverse migratory patterns and has
a long history of intra-regional and inter-regional migration flows (European Commis-
sion, 2018). In many parts of the continent, communities are spread across two or three
nation-states. Consequently, movement is often not limited by political boundaries (Afri-
can Union Commission, 2018). Conflict and violence have played a much larger role in
shaping postcolonial migration in East, Central, and southern Africa. Today Africa’s refu-
gee and internally displaced crisis stretches from the Lake Chad Basin through the Great
Lakes Region to the Horn of Africa (Mcauliffe and Ruhs, 2017). In the Horn of Africa
includes Kenya, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somalia, Eritrea, and Sudan and has been known
for decades as one of the hottest geographical spaces of internal dissidence and interstate
conflicts. This region offers an advantageous landscape for terrorist organizations and net-

works to flourish (Joel, 2001). Repeated conflicts and civil war have displaced thousands
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of people from the region. Curiously, about 50 percent of all cross-border migrants move
within the IGAD region, compared to 93 percent in the ECOWAS area and 71 percent
in the SADC region (IGAD 2013, p. 7).

Today, the African region faces immense challenges due to forced displacement, and
having many more internally displaced persons (IDPs) than refugees. There are nearly
five times as many IDPs in this region. The largest regional increase of forcibly displaced
people in the world took place in sub-Saharan Africa, as it reached a new high of 18.4
million in 2017, up sharply from 14.1 million in 2016 (UNHCR, 2018). Environmen-
tal displacement involving 1.1 million people took place in 33 African countries in 2015,
caused largely by floods, “destroying thousands of buildings and homes, damaging roads
and bridges, upsetting food and irrigation systems, and disrupting education and health
services” (Dahir, 2016). It should be noted that despite their reputation under interna-
tional law as a legitimate concern that would warrant the creation of a humanitarian or-
ganization, internally displaced persons experience tragedy similar to refugees (Dieng,
2017).

In a specific instance in Ethiopia, more than 1.4 million people were internally dis-
placed in the country in the first half of 2018. This was more than any other country,
outpacing the world’s worst conflict zones including Syria, Afghanistan and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo (MacDiarmid, 2018). South Sudan is a country with one of
the youngest populations in the world and produces one of the highest numbers of refu-
gees in the world. Of the UNHCR's six priority situations worldwide, three are in Africa:
Burundi, Nigeria and South Sudan. By the end of May 2018, close to 2.6 million South
Sudanese fled the country (Maunganidze, 2018). Eritrea, a small country in the Horn of
Africa, has had tens of thousands of its citizens leave the country over the last 10 years.
Many of those flecing Eritrea are primarily young men and women who were forced into

indefinite national service (Runde, 2018).

Opver the last decade, a salient trend in African migration has been the rise in irregular
migration. Apart from forced migration occasioned by conflicts and other humanitarian
crisis, poor socio-economic conditions, such as low wages, high levels of unemployment,
rural underdevelopment, poverty and lack of opportunity fuel out-migration in Africa.
Nearly four-in-five displaced persons (79%) living in sub-Saharan Africa came from just
five nations in 2017: Democratic Republic of the Congo, South Sudan, Somalia, Nigeria
and Central African Republic (IDMC, 2018).

Contrary to popular belief, more than 80 percent of African migration today takes
place within Africa, either intraregional (particularly within the West, East, and South-
ern African regions) or interregional (from West Africa to Southern Africa, East/Horn of

Africa to Southern Africa, and Central Africa to Southern Africa and West Africa) (IOM,
2017). Adepoju (2008) places African migratory movements in four broad categories: (a)
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labor migration to and within West Africa and Central Africa; (b) refugee flows in East
Africa; (c) labor migration from southern African countries to South Africa; and (d) ir-
regular cross-border migration of specific ethnic groups and pastoral peoples in West and
East Africa, which Adepoju describes as probably the most common form of migration

in Africa.

Many migrants from the Sahel region head to Algeria and Morocco with the pri-
mary objective of crossing to Europe. Rather than staying only briefly in Morocco
or Algeria, an increasing number of migrants now stay for years. Algeria and Moroc-
co also attract thousands of regular migrants (Abebe, 2017b). As far back as the 1980s
and 90s, countries such as South Africa, Angola, Mozambique and even Namibia re-
mained the primary host countries for refugees. Several million Mozambicans, flecing a
civil war that devastated their country, were hosted by virtually every neighboring coun-
try. Tanzania, for example, has hosted successive waves of refugees from countries such
as Burundi, DRC, Mozambique and Rwanda. South Africans found refuge not only
in immediate neighboring countries, but also in African states, which included Tanza-
nia, Zimbabwe, Zambia and others (Schneider, 1999). In the Great Lakes region, large
numbers of refugees from Burundi, DRC and Rwanda have been engaging in a highly
complex pattern of flight and return throughout the past two decades (Long and Crisp,
2011).

Three decades later, Africa is still one of the main refugee generating and hosting con-
tinents in the world. For decades, the continent has been home to millions of refugees.
Today, refugee flows from one African country to another continue and in some regions,
the problem has assumed unprecedented proportions (Rutinwa, 1999), posing certain
social, economic and political challenges for policy makers in future migration manage-
ment. Long-term refugees are a direct consequence and it is imperative to critically ana-

lyze the geopolitics of their displacement (Rutinwa, 1999).

African Union Migration Policy Frameworks for
IDPs and Refugees

National and international responses to the growing challenges of migration have gained
ground over the years. As a matter of fact, migration is more systematically being incor-
porated into the development agendas of international and national actors. Regional mi-
gration regimes, both as an object of academic enquiry and in political discussions, have
received increasing attention in the last two decades. Today, the migration management is
one of the most critical challenges for states and it requires “well planned migration poli-
cies, which are developed and implemented though a whole of government approach, as
well as deepened cooperation with destination countries” (European Commission, 2018).
The legal basis for regional refugee protection arrangements varies depending on the re-

gion and the circumstances. For the sub-regions in Africa, migration is an integral part
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of the agenda for regional economic integration that has also made headway in the past
decade. There are various migration policy frameworks and regimes on the African con-
tinent. These include policies developed by the African Union (AU) and the various re-
gional economic communities, as well as those adopted by the AU in agreement with the
European Union. Africa’s migration frameworks, as noted by Abebe (20172a) comprise
legal, policy and coordination frameworks aimed at enhancing legal migration in a com-

prehensive manner.

Global migration governance can be defined as the norms and organizational struc-
tures that regulate and facilitate states’ and other actors’ responses to migration. Its prima-
ry purpose is to ensure that states work collectively in ways that make them able to fulfill
their objectives better than they would be able to acting alone (Betts and Kainz, 2017).
The global governance of refugee protection is centered on the 1951 Refugee Conven-
tion, which grants protection in signatory states to individuals who are “persecuted for
reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political
opinion” (Article 1; United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 2010).
The 1969 OAU Africa is one of the first continents to have developed a legal regime on
Migration. The Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Af-
rica was the first regional refugee convention in the world and the only relevant binding

instrument in the developing world (Abebe, 2017a).

The current AU’s overarching approach to migration is articulated in two policy doc-
uments: the African Common Position on Migration and Development (African Com-
mon Position, 2016), and the Migration Policy Framework for Africa (2016), both
adopted by the Executive Council of the AU and necessitated by “increasing migration
within and from Africa due to globalization and deteriorating political, socio-economic
and environmental conditions on the continent” (Abebe, 20172). The Migration Policy
Framework recognizes that migration is one of the major topics in the 21+ century. The
framework articulates the AU’s position on migration, which is that well-managed mi-

gration has the potential to yield significant benefits to origin and destination countries.

The African region has also entered into different global agreements on migration as
a fundamental partner. For instance, the first Euro-African Ministerial Conference on
Migration and Development held in 2006, primarily addressed the emergency situation
along the West African migratory route (Collyer, 2009). It adopted the main tracks of
the ‘Global Approach to Migration’, proposed by the European Commission, which ad-
dresses all aspects of migration flows, including the organization of legal migration, the
fight against irregular migration and the synergies between migration and development.
The Euro—African Dialogue on Migration and Development (Rabat Process) has four
thematic pillars: improving border management and combatting irregular migration; or-

ganizing mobility and legal migration; promoting international protection; strengthening
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the synergies between migration and development. It explicitly hedged both regions to
“commit to a partnership between countries of origin, transit and destination, to better
manage migration in a comprehensive, holistic and balanced manner, in a spirit of shared

responsibility and cooperation” (Long and Crisp, 2011).

Also, as a normative framework to protect and assist internally displaced persons on
the continent, the African Union adopted the African Union Convention for the Protec-
tion and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (Kampala Convention) in
October 2009. The African Union Convention came into force in 2012 and was “the first
continental instrument with legal basis to bind governments to commit to the protection
of minimum rights of people forced to flee their homes by conflict, violence, disasters
and human rights abuses” (Dieng, 2017). Similar to its predecessor, the Migration Poli-
cy Framework for Africa (2018-2030) provides comprehensive policy guidelines to AU
Member States and Regional Economic Communities (Elfadil, 2018). These conventions
and frameworks address policies governing how member states regulate migrant access to

their territories, and the treatment of immigrants within their lands.

The African Union aims to facilitate migration in Africa, as well as tackle issues such
as brain drain, brain waste and the security risks of migration. It also aims to criminalize
and prosecute those involved in human trafficking and people smuggling in Africa. The
Migration Policy Framework calls on member states to “harmonize national legislation
with international convention” to ensure the protection of the rights of migrants, includ-
ing ensuring access to courts, and promoting, “the integration of migrants in host socie-
ties in order to foster mutual cultural acceptance and as a means of ensuring the rights of
migrants are respected and protected” (African Union Executive Council. 2006). Region-
al organizations and migration platforms are gradually becoming acknowledged political

players on the continent.

Several other regional initiatives are of relevance to the issue of cross-border popula-
tion movement. Regional communities, such as the Economic Community of West Afri-
can States (ECOWAS), the East African Community (EAC), and the South African De-
velopment Community (SADC), have all pursued freedom of movement policies, albeit
with dissimilar impetus and impact (Fioramonti and Nshimbi 2016). For instance, the
Migration Dialogue for Southern Africa (MIDSA) was established with the support of
IOM in 2000 and now has 15 Southern African member states. Regarding the introduc-
tion of norms for the free movement of persons, the Economic Community of West Af-
rican States (ECOWAS) can be considered a forerunner in Africa. Its (ECOWAS) 33rd
summit in 2008 however, marked a turning point in the management of West African
migration, with the adoption of the Common Approach of Member States to Migration
at Ouagadougou, symbolizing a willingness to start a dialogue of equals with Europe and
North Africa. All member-states of ECOWAS have acceded to the Geneva Convention
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relating to the Status of Refugees (1951) and its additional Protocol (1967), as well as the
OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa (1969),
which provides for specific measures for refugee movements in Africa (Charri¢re and Fré-
sia, 2008).

Similarly, the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) in East Africa
has established a number of initiatives to address mixed migration. Its aim is to maximize
protection and save lives, while working towards sustainability and increased government
ownership and capacity to respond to needs by reinforcing governments’ migration man-
agement capacities (Njuki and Abera, 2018). The IGAD region, which comprises Dji-
bouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda, is one of the world’s
largest refugee producing and hosting areas, with up to 11 million forcefully displaced
persons (RMMS, 2017). The countries experience common challenges of movement of
mixed migrant populations, whether in search of economic opportunities or as a result of
forceful displacement due to civil strife, disasters, such as floods and droughts, amongst
other reasons. Thus, it secks to enhance migration governance and migrants’ protection

in the region.

Despite these initiatives, there are still major limitations to be addressed with a view
to applying existing policies to the migration realities on the ground. What has become
evident is that, despite significant progress in the protection of refugees’ rights in Africa,
an alarming gap remains between policy making and policy implementation. Also, there
is a dearth of national policies and strategic plans on Diaspora engagement, with existing
policies rarely harmonized within regional and continental frameworks. There should be
a concrete mechanism for responsibility sharing, making it possible to place primary re-
sponsibility for refugee reception, protection, and assistance on host countries, while the
vast majority of countries with much greater capacity are required to take on any new
responsibilities. Lastly, the AU, according to Abebe (2017), should work with regional
economic communities (RECs) to address the multiplicity of membership by countries
in the different RECs.

Forced Migration and Challenges for African
Geopolitical Security

The global geo-political prominence of migration has greatly increased in recent times,
as the world sees larger numbers of migrants than at any other time in history (European
Commission, 2018). Every region in the world currently faces the difficulties of balancing
domestic immigration realities with integration aspirations, especially as global migration
flows increase (Landau and Achiume, 2015). As identified in previous section, the root
causes of migration and mobility in Africa are numerous and inter-related. Specifically,
forced migration, related to crises such as armed conflicts and political unrest, contin-

ues to grow, increasingly exacerbated by climate change, natural disasters and struggles
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for scarce resources (Crépeau and Atak, 2016). Bearing in mind that “the very subject of
mobility invites discussions about places, politics and their complex, contingent inter-re-
lations” (Allen et al 2017),

Large spontaneous and unregulated migrant flows can have a significant impact on
national and international stability and security, including by hindering states’ ability to
exercise effective control over their borders, and creating tensions between origin, tran-
sit and destination countries and within local host communities (African Union, 2006).
In the Horn of Africa for instance, porous borders and communities split by the same
border result in easy internationalization of conflicts. Consequently, security has become
an issue that has required, and continues to require, the concerted efforts of all the states
found in this region (Kiamba and Waris, 20006).

The growing imbalance between levels of human development and economic growth,
and political and social inclusion remains a key threat to stability. Specifically, in address-
ing the challenges of large influxes of refugees for African geopolitical security, this paper
will focus on how to manage the challenge of a steady increase in conflicts that spill over
borders, with a coordinated regional approach, which is critical for Africa’s future growth
and development. Ordinarily, the geographical proximity of developing countries to areas
of conflict naturally accounts for why most refugees are hosted by these countries. People
flecing persecution, war and violence often seek refuge in neighboring countries (Europe-

an Parliamentary Research Service, 2018).

Unmanaged migration and in particular, irregular migration, may pose both nation-
al security and human security threats. Displacement caused by conflict has destabiliz-
ing effects on national and regional security, with adverse consequences on the ability of
host nations to provide protection to refugees and security to their own nationals (Af-
rican Union Commission, 2018). The impacts of large influxes of refugees in neighbor-
ing countries can be both negative and positive, and the dynamic between positive and
negative factors is complex and varies depending on the context. It is generally recog-
nized that there are humanitarian, political, security, and development challenges dur-
ing the time of displacement and the period after durable solutions have been identified,
either in the home country, a neighboring state, or elsewhere (World Development Re-
port 2011).

When forced migrants arrive in large numbers in a economically disadvantaged re-
gion, they place an enormous strain on public services, infrastructure and on the states’
budget. There is always a persistent climate of suspicion and tension resulting in intim-
idation, extortion and harassment of the refugees by the host communities (Halperin,
2003). The refugees are confronted with material hardship, psycho-social stress, sexual
and gender-based violence. As observed by Crisp (2000):
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These conditions lead them to engage in negative coping mechanisms and
survival strategies, such as prostitution, exploitative labour, illegal farm-
ing, manipulation of assistance programmes, sundry crimes and substance

abuse.

Protracted refugee situations can result in direct security concerns, “including the
presence of armed elements within the refugee population and the spill over of conflict
across borders, and indirect security concerns, as tensions rise between local populations
and refugees over the allocation of scarce resources” (Loescher & Milner, 2005). While
today’s refugees are mostly victims of internal conflict, for some communities “migration
has become a survival strategy” (Elfadil, 2018). Across much of the continent, geopolit-
ical stability is affected by poverty and social inequities, political and economic restruc-
turing, human rights abuses, population pressures and environmental degradation. These
factors are often mutually reinforcing, leading to political tension and conflict. Of the
UNHCRSs six priority situations worldwide, three are in Africa: Burundi, Nigeria and
South Sudan. In addition, instability, human rights abuses and/or ongoing conflicts in
the Central African Republic (CAR), the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Er-
itrea, Mali, Somalia and Sudan have worsened the internally displaced and refugee situa-

tions in those countries and their regions (Maunganidze, 2018).

Migration is an issue that affects all policy areas, including economics, politics, so-
cial policy and security. The presence of refugees contributes to significant security issues
for several countries in the region. The roots of insecurity, which exist in Africa’s refugee
camps and settlement areas, are varied and numerous. There are a number of domestic
concerns for countries that host refugees. The first of these is internal security. Many refu-
gees come from situations of civil war and bring their weapons with them. These are then
used by some for crimes, which include armed robbery and poaching (Schneider, 1999).
Refugee camps located close to the boundary of the country of origin can provide sanc-
tuary to rebel organizations, and a base from which to carry out operations and fertile

grounds for recruitment (Salehyan and Gleditsch 2006).

Limited resources, weak public institutions, and long land borders severely impede
the control of migration in many African countries, resulting in large numbers of undoc-
umented migrants (Ratha et al 2011). However, given the official figures from interna-
tional organizations, the refugee flow in Africa is alarming, as it dominates the world’s
top ten countries of forcibly displaced people (Refugee Council of Australia, 2018). Ac-
cording to UNHCR (2018), an unprecedented 68.5 million people around the world
have been forced from their homeland. Among them are nearly 25.4 million refugees,
over half of whom are under the age of 18. There are also an estimated 10 million state-
less people who have been denied a nationality and access to basic rights such as educa-

tion, healthcare, employment and freedom of movement. Over 50 percent of the world’s
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refugees came from three countries: Syria, Afghanistan and Somalia (Ruaudel and Mor-
rison-Métois, 2017).

In Africa, conflict and insecurity in Iraq, South Sudan, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC), Central African Republic, and Myanmar have also caused millions to
flee their homes. The refugee population in sub-Saharan Africa increased by 1.1 million
(22 per cent) during 2017, mainly due to the crisis in South Sudan, from where more
than 1 million people fled primarily to Sudan and Uganda. With 6.3 million refugees,
this region hosted almost one-third of the world’s refugee population (UNHCR, 2018).
By 2017, Cameroon, Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Su-
dan, and Uganda, hosted 4.9 million refugees, 28 percent of the global total (AU, 2017).

Though, the vast majority of the world’s refugees never directly engage in political vi-
olence, this alone should not lead scholars and practitioners to neglect the possible secu-
rity consequences that often accompany refugee flows (Salehyan and Gleditsch, n.d). It
should be noted that protracted refugee situations, as we have in some African countries,
are predicated on the intersectionality of domestic economics, politics and social factors.
In most cases, they are the result of political actions, both in the country of origin and in
the country of asylum. They are neither natural, nor inevitable consequences of involun-
tary population flows (Jamal, 2003). Refugees from neighboring countries can increase

the risk of subsequent conflict in host and origin countries.

Border management systems are coming under increasing pressure from large flows of
persons moving across national borders in Africa. Specifically, building capacities to dis-
tinguish between persons having legitimate versus non-legitimate reasons for entry and/
or stay has remained a serious challenge to border management mechanisms and person-
nel (Mbite, 2012). The securitization of borders is best exemplified in the convergence of
geopolitics, as observable in some conflict-prone African countries where refugee influx
is constant. Given the fact that the lines of conflict frequently run across state bounda-
ries, due to the various ethnic and cultural ties of the affected communities, as most viv-
idly seen in the Great Lakes region and West Africa, the issue of border security is pre-
dominant in the affected countries. The existential threat faced by humanitarian actors
attempting to reach and help vulnerable persons is another indicator of securitization dy-

namics (Donnelly, 2017) when it comes to the protection of refugees.

Refugee Crisis and Responsibility-Sharing in Africa

There has been increasing pressure from various stakeholders for greater collaboration
between humanitarian and development actors in addressing issues related to forced dis-
placement. In a globalized world, sharing global responsibility for global issues is the fair
thing to do (Amnesty International, n.d). There appears to be the recognition of a need

to improve both international cooperation and the way the burden and the responsibility
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are shared with regard to protection granted to refugees among various countries. At a
time when solidarity and responsibility sharing are needed more than ever, states are pre-
occupied by security concerns stemming from international terrorism, and there is a new
emphasis on border control (Nicholson and Kumin, 2017). Past experiences show that
regional bodies can play an effective role in establishing harmonized systems and policies,
as well as collaboration mechanisms to address migration challenges and can focus on the
gap between regional policies and national level implementation (European Commission,
2018).

Security and refugee protection are not mutually exclusive. An important starting
point is to recognize that refugees are themselves fleeing from persecution and violence.
What is needed is an integrated response to asylum and migration flows that enables
states to identify persons entering their territory, and to respond to protection needs, as
well as to security concerns in line with their obligations under international law (Ni-
cholson and Kumin, 2017). Protecting refugees is a matter of customary international
law and a legal obligation assumed by the countries that have ratified the 1951 Geneva
Refugee Convention (hereafter, the convention) or its 1967 Protocol. The convention
imposes a range of obligations on these states, most importantly the principle of non-re-
foulement, which prohibits them from returning refugees back to a situation of risk (Eu-
ropean Parliamentary Research Service, 2018). Responsibility sharing is essential largely
because the costs associated with protecting and assisting refugees and displaced persons
are unequally placed (Martin et al 2018). Thus, this section briefly investigates the shared
responsibilities of different actors, in this case, national governments, regional bodies, ref-
ugee-led organizations and international agencies, in meeting the needs of the most vul-
nerable migrants with particular reference to refugee settlement, return and reintegration

in African sub-regions.

It is observable that there are challenges in responding collectively to large-scale move-
ments of refugees and displaced persons on the continent, given the protracted nature of
most of the conflicts producing these vulnerable groups. First, as earlier noted, solutions
to displacement crises across the world cannot be reached without international cooper-
ation. In Africa, limited financial and political commitment to refugee issues (evident in
constant program failures) has always been at the fore front of responsibility sharing for
refugees. The history of refugee protection in Africa is full of examples of development
oriented refugee programs that did not succeed. Jamal (2003) contends that “the lack of
international commitment to refugee care, protection and solutions is at the crux of the
protracted refugee problem in Africa”. Jamal further explains that states may be taken to
task for refoulement but not for underfunding programs, because refugee protection is a
legal obligation but international burden sharing is ‘only’ an international principle. In-
deed, honoring many of the global and regional commitments has been left at the realm

of moral responsibility.
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Second, on many occasions, particularly at moments of acute migratory flows, com-
pliance with regional migration policy has proven to be costly for national governments,
making migration in Africa reactive, rather than being proactive. The argument by Af-
rican leaders suggests that African countries bear a responsibility to host refugees and
migrants disproportionate to their resources (ISS Africa, 2016). While low and middle
income countries host most international refugees, most humanitarian assistance is ulti-
mately paid for by high income country governments (MEDAM, 2017). This scenario
also resonates within African sub-regions, where only a few countries regularly make fi-
nancial commitments. For responsibility sharing to be meaningful, Martin et al (2018),
contend that “states must commit to contributions they can deliver and know they have

the backing of relevant constituencies in fulfilling their commitments.”

Third, to complement the existing legal framework for refugee protection and solu-
tions, it is argued that “there is a potential in the whole of society approach to include the
three options of voluntary repatriation, resettlement, and local integration on an equal
standing” (The Danish Refugee Council, 2017). One of the most meaningful ways in
which states can share responsibility for refugees and gain from their presence is by pro-
viding safe, legal pathways for them to reach the state and restart their lives (McMonagle,
2017). Countries bordering conflict and crisis zones should not be left unaccompanied in
taking responsibility for the displaced, as exemplified in Uganda or Ethiopia in relation to
South Sudan. In order to overcome collective action failure, effective responsibility shar-
ing requires a range of complementary mechanisms, including analytical, political, and
operational, rather than the creation of a single legal mechanism or centralized allocation
system (Betts, Costello and Zaun, 2017)

Lastly, given the fact that responsibility sharing should cover all aspects of refugee re-
sponse, including maintaining adequate protection and assistance, finding and promot-
ing predictable, and comprehensive and long-term durable solutions, the AU migration
policy framework must incorporate all these dimensions and enforce the legal basis for
cooperation. For now, it appears the needed regional approaches for joint border man-
agement, information gathering and sharing are not deeply rooted in practice. On the
positive side however, Uganda along with some other African countries is leading the way
with more progressive policies, embracing approaches that enable refugees to become

self-reliant, while supporting host communities (World Bank, 2017).

Recommendations

Given the fact that the nature of security threats has substantially changed in the post-
Cold war era, this requires new regional and international responses to strengthening the
security of African citizens (GIGA Focus, 2018). Within the context of forced migra-

tion, the pressure coming out of Africa is structural, with both security and economic
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dimensions that need to be taken into account (Vimont, 2015). The recurring question
has always been whether “governments and societies are ready for a shift in mentality
that challenges long-held stereotypes and accepts people from other cultures” (Malka,
2018). The inability to respond appropriately to the large-scale internal displacement
risks further conflict, triggering more refugee flows. Bearing in mind that one size does
not fit all, the best practice is evidence based policies, responsive to the refugee crisis on
the continent. The Migration Policy Framework for Africa (AU, 2006) emphasizes that
well-managed migration holds benefits for both origin and designation countries. This
paper advocates collective commitment to resolving the protection needs of refugees and
other displaced people through a range of options and opportunities. As aptly captured
by Ruaudel and Morrison-Métois (2017):

Key policy objectives of interventions often include to prevent or con-
tain the root causes of violent conflict leading to displacement; stabilize
the economies of impacted countries; help countries of first displacement
better accommodate growing refugee populations; assist countries of tran-
sit including in the area of border control; support voluntary returns;
and undertake other development efforts to ultimately reduce secondary

displacement.

There is a need for better cooperation between government, security, development,
humanitarian and peacebuilding actors, throughout all phases, to prevent the (re-) emer-
gence of violent conflicts and to facilitate peaceful transformation of existing conflicts
(Perrinet et al 2018). The “whole-of-society approach” (Glennie and Rabitowitz, 2013) is
a current buzzword in migration management, which acknowledges the important role
that relevant stakeholders play in support of national efforts towards the sustainable man-
agement of refugees. These stakeholders include individuals, families, communities, vol-

untary associations and, where appropriate, the private sector and industry.

Democratization and Political Change

Solutions to conflicts and other causes of displacement and humanitarian crisis is funda-
mentally a political issue. Ultimately, Jamal (2003) posits that “refugee situations are best
addressed by dealing with political causes”. When refugee problems are manifestly linked
to conflict over the political make up of society, political change is indispensable for solv-
ing them. Although the mass movement of people outside their countries as a result of
war is a humanitarian problem, Tunda (2016) asserts that a political solution, achieved
through dialogue between countries, is one of the tools that can resolve crises. Specifi-
cally, the geo-political stakes inherent in a refugee situation are such that the security of
camps and border areas cannot be reduced to a mere question of law enforcement (Cana-
dian Council for Refugees, 2000).
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Without participatory democracy, rule of law, as well as economic and social devel-
opment, the endless migration flows from countries of origin may continue unabated.
The need to mainstream migration into other sectoral policies is imperative. The respect
of constitutions by governments would protect the rights of their citizens and strengthen
democracy in the region against current faulty political arrangements, often exacerbated
by weak state capacity and bad governance. Election related conflicts should be signifi-
cantly addressed because they have been a recurrent trigger of crises and conflicts in Af-

rica over the years.

Inclusive Development Initiatives

The humanitarian-development nexus can provide the building blocks for achieving
longer-term solutions. For an effective refugee response to be achieved, a greater engage-
ment of development actors in refugee response is required. Inclusive development, if
undertaken correctly, can potentially support all dimensions of sustainability, including
coping with rising pressure on resources and population increases experienced in Africa.
Also, more investments must be made at the national and regional levels in sustainable
development, peacebuilding, to address the impacts of climate change and disaster risk
reduction (IDMC, 2018). African countries should design implementation roadmaps
linked to their development, and trade and investment policies (Abebe, 2018). At the
moment, agenda 2063 brings to its understanding of the Africa we Want (African Union,
2014) the idea that development cannot be disassociated from conflict prevention. In
addition to mediation and peacekeeping, regional and sub-regional organizations should
continue to play a critical role in capacity development. Also, to curb irregular migration
and artract citizens in diaspora, national governments should create the necessary politi-
cal, social and economic conditions such as an enabling policy environment, democracy
and good governance. Overall, building an inclusive and people centered vision of peace,
one that addresses the root causes of violence and promotes rule of law, good governance

and human rights, is central to the inclusive development being projected in this paper.

Conflict Prevention and Enforcement of Regional Policies

The drivers of conflict and violence in Africa include young populations, high unemploy-
ment, lack of equal opportunities, urbanization, poverty, inequality, an excessive number
of guns, and bad governance and corruption (du Plessis and Kaspersen, 2016). The Af-
rican Union (AU) has developed several conflict prevention initiatives since its inception
in 2002 (de Carvalho, 2017) and the assumption is that the AU would be more effective
in handling longer term trends and challenges related to conflicts by dealing with their
root causes (ibid). Despite being a clear priority for the African Union (AU), conflict
prevention faces many challenges in terms of both its institutionalization and political

effectiveness (Bedzigui, 2018). Regional economic communities and the AU must take
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ownership and responsibility for refugees’ protection by being more accountable, equita-
ble and responsive to their needs. The AU needs to clearly set out its strategic priorities
and define its role in peace and security, and put in place appropriate legal and political
mechanisms to ensure member states comply with existing policies on migration. Region-
al and national authorities should be more pro-active in conflict prevention efforts, and
be effective in crisis intervention and with the adoption of sanctions. Refugee policy and
protection practices should take into account security concerns and relevant government

departments should consider establishing a national secretariat to coordinate this policy.

Migration Data and Research

Migration is inevitable, and needs to be governed in an integrated manner. As referred to
earlier, African countries lack adequate systems to capture information on the different
categories of migrants present in their territory. The absence of national and regional mi-
gration data presents a serious obstacle for an effective migration management. Building
an evidence based migration narrative, according to Abebe (2018), is important for Afri-
can migration governance. The keys to achieving this are better information and accurate
data systems, including on migration trends, demographics, labor markets, education,
health, environmental degradation, climate change and crises. In other words, national
governments should strengthen data gathering, share migration related data and infor-
mation, provide training, and maintain sustained dialogue on factors, trends and char-
acteristics of internal migration and the geographical distribution of population. African
governments need to initiate the basic functions of governing, such as effective the doc-
umentation of populations and cross-border management through cooperation between

states’ sub-regional and regional agencies, and the international community in particular.

Holistic Refugee Policy

The longer displacement lasts, the more difficult it is to find sustainable solutions. Poli-
cies that seek to harness the strategic potential of migration, grounded in African reali-
ties are needed to address the challenges raised in this paper. The African region can, as
a matter of practicability, key into the United Nations’ 2016 New York Declaration for
Refugees and Migrants, which lays out a vision for a world in which refugees can thrive
and responsibility is shared on a global scale. To make its vision a reality, the Declaration
proposes a Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework (CRRF), which forms the basis
for a Global Compact on Refugees. The CRRF promises better support for countries that
host refugees (Okoth, 2018). Countries participating in the CRRF pledge to improve
refugees’ access to education, health and other social services, as well as employment
(European Parliamentary Research Service, 2018). The right step in this regard is the
Common African Position (CAP) on the GCM, adopted in January 2018, which aims to
reflect Africa’s united stance and voice in the development of the GCM. What is needed
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and central to other recommendations, however, is the capacity of the African Union to
strengthen regional implementation and monitoring mechanisms to improve the nation-
al implementation of regional and sub-regional policies on the continent. Indeed, states
are encouraged to adopt and incorporate the international instruments pertaining to the
protection of refugees into national policies. Overall, the AU policy responses to refugee
crisis should be seen to be holistically addressing the human security of those who need it

most, people fleeing violent conflicts and other life-threatening situations.

Tackling Root Causes

Situations of displacement become protracted when the causes of displacement are not
addressed or remain unresolved. In conflict situations lingering conditions of insecuri-
ty may prevent refugees and internally displaced persons from returning home (Mbite,
2012). Given that the overwhelming majority of refugees are not in Europe or other
developed countries, Betts (2018) contends that it makes sense to invest in supporting
refugees where they are, especially in African states with progressive approaches. Beyond
immediate short-term efforts to improve refugee protections, stronger emphasis should
be placed on supporting Africa to tackle the root causes of the refugee crises (Maunga-
nidze, 2018). These include deteriorating political, socio-economic and environmental
conditions, as well as armed conflict, insecurity, environmental degradation and endemic
poverty. In other words, this means countries should work on preventing the drivers of
mass forced movement. According to Bonaventure Rutinwa, this would entail a ‘political
and economic agenda aimed at eliminating ethnic strife and conflict; curtailing the arms
trade; establishing a firm foundation for democratic institutions and governance; respect
for human rights; and the promotion of economic development and social progress (cit-
ed in Schneider, 1999). Similarly, having become an inevitable phenomenon, African
governments should harness the potential rewards of integrating skilled labor into their
economic space, rather than focusing on security centered policies aimed at blocking ille-
gal migration. The opportunity for governments therefore, as aptly submitted by Malka
(2018), is “to articulate migration policies that attract educated migrants from sub-Sa-
haran Africa with specific skills to fill sectors that lack capable workforces.” No doubt,
policies that can enhance refugee self-reliance, expand resettlement and other solutions
capable of creating conditions conducive to voluntary return are needed to address mi-

gration crisis on the continent.

Conclusion

With a special focus on Africa, this paper reviews the limited but growing literature on
the legal and policy frameworks that guide states in receiving, protecting, and hosting
refugees with a view to making protection and solutions available for refugees and inter-

nally displaced persons. Refugee problems are caused by a variety of reasons, factors and
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forces, and therefore, for migration to deliver benefits for migrants, countries of origin,
and countries of destination, it must be governed (MEDAM, 2017). The paper also sub-
scribes to the idea that forums between national, regional and global actors should be
intensified while technical and financial capacities of regional organizations ought to be
improved with a view to effectively undertake regional migratory challenges in line with
the regulatory requirements at the global level (Dick et al, 2018). The interests of key par-
ticipants within the framework of a single integrated strategy for migration and refugees
protection should be the focus of regional cooperation arrangements like African Union

and other sub-regional associations on the continent.

There is the need for AU member-states to domesticate and implement the peace pro-
cesses inherent in the African policy frameworks to ensure the disarmament, demobili-
zation, and reintegration of former combatants in conflict zones. Member states should
maintain open government policies, where there exist formal plans to intake refugees and
show more commitments to implement these policies. A comprehensive approach to
managing forced population movements does not require sanctimoniousness or evasive
rhetoric. Finally, the trans-border movements of people (voluntary or forced) must be
viewed and accepted for what they are, an integral part of the relationships between soci-
eties. Therefore, origin and destination governments, as well as other stakeholders should

take responsibility.
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Bu calisma, Almanyadaki Tiirk diasporasinin siyasal kat-
limini konu edinmektedir. Calismanin amaci, Almanyada
teskilatlanmis ve orada faaliyet gdsteren Tiirk sivil toplum
kuruluslarinin (STK) Tiirk diasporasinin siyasal katlimi ko-
nusundaki roliinii ortaya koymaktir. Bu amag dogrultusunda
calisma, STKlarin 26 Eyliil 2021 giinii gerceklesen Almanya
Federal secimlerine yonelik yiiriittiigti faaliyetlere odaklan-
maktadir. Calisma nitel aragtirma yontemlerinden vaka calis-
mast olarak tasarlanmistir. Aragtirma kapsaminda elde edilen
verilerin analizi sonucunda, ¢alisma 6rneklemine dhil edilen
STK’larin sadece Tiirk diasporasinin siyasal katilimint tegvik
etmeleri, artirmalart ve ¢ikarlarini savunan siyasi partilere oy
vermeleri konusunda diaspora mensuplarina telkinde bulun-
malart bakimindan degil ayni zamanda Tiirk diasporast ve Al-
manya siyaseti arasinda képrii vazifesi gsrmeleri bakimdan da
etkili oldugu bulgusuna ulagilmugtir.
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Abstract Keywords
This study subjects the political participation of the Turk- Turkish Diaspora,
ish diaspora in Germany. It aims to reveal the role of Turk- Political Participation,
ish non-governmental organizations (NGOs) organized and Elections, Non-govern-
operating in Germany in the political participation of the mental Organizations,
Turkish diaspora. For this purpose, it focuses on the activities Germany

of NGOs for the federal elections held in Germany on Sep-
tember 26, 2021. It was designed as a case study from quali-
tative research methods. As a result of the analysis of the data
obtained within the scope of the research, it has revealed that
the NGOs included in the study sample not only encourage
and increase the political participation of the Turkish diaspora
in Germany and encourage the members of Turkish diaspora
to vote for political parties that defend their interests, but also
serve as a bridge between the Turkish diaspora and the politics
of Germany.

Giris
Federal Almanya Istatistik Dairesi giincel verilerine gore, 83.2 milyon olan Almanya nii-
fusunun 11.8 milyonu yabanci uyruklu kisilerden, 22.3 milyonu ise gogmen kokenli Al-
man vatandaslarindan olugmaktadir. Yabanci uyruklu niifusun yaklagik 1.5 milyonunu
Tiirk vatandagt olanlar (Destatis Statistisches Bundesamt, 2022), gé¢men kékenli nii-
fusun ise 1.5 milyondan fazlasint Alman vatandagligina gecmis veya cifte vatandas olan
Tiirkler olusturmaktadir. Dolayistyla Almanyada yasayan Tiirk niifus, 3 milyondan fazla-
dir (Schithrer, 2018). 30 Ekim 1961 tarihinde Tiirkiye ile Federal Almanya arasinda im-
zalanan Tiirk Isgiicii Anlagmast kapsaminda Tiirkiyeden Almanya’ya go¢ etmeye baslayan
Tiirkler zamanla aile birlesmesi, iltica ve beyin gocii gibi ¢esitli sebeplerle go¢ etmeye de-
vam etmistir (Unver, 2015, s. 93). Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devleti vatandast iken Alman-
yaya goc eden ve orada Tiirk vatandagligini koruyarak, Alman vatandashigina gecerek ya

da cifte vatandas olarak yasamlarini siirdiirmeye devam eden kisiler ile bu kisilerin izleyen
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nesilleri hicbir etnik, dini ya da ideolojik ayrim gozetilmeksizin bu ¢alismada Tiirk di-

asporast olarak adlandirilmigstir.

Baglarda gecici siireligine Almanya’ya go¢ eden Tiirk diasporast mensuplart her ne ka-
dar para biriktirip Tiirkiye'ye ddnmeyi planlasalar da Almanyada kalict olmaya baslamig
ve stireg i¢inde belirginlesen cesitli ihtiyaglar1 dogrultusunda sivil toplum kurulusu (STK)
kurmaya baglamistr (Abadan-Unat, 2017, s. 257-259). STK lar, sivil toplumun ihtiyag-
larint belirleyip kamuoyu ile paylasma ve bu ihtiyaglarin giderilmesine ydnelik adimlar
atma roli bulunan vakiflar, kooperatifler, dernekler, kultipler, meslek odalari, sendikalar,
platformlar, girisimler ve inisiyatifler gibi kir amact giitmeyen olusumlar1 kapsamakta-
dir (Ciftgi, 2012). Almanyada yasayan Tiirk diasporast mensuplari tarafindan ihtiyac-
lart dogrultusunda kurulmus bu olusumlarin tamami, ¢alismada Tiirk STK’lar olarak

adlandirilmustir.

Almanyadaki Tiirk STK’larin kurulmast ve faaliyet alanlarinin belirlenmesi, Tiirklerin
Almanya’ya go¢ etme siiregleriyle dogrudan iligkilidir. Bu nedenle, Tiirklerin STK kurma
stireci gd¢ siireci ile baglantli olarak bu ¢alismada 1961-1973, 1974-1983, 1984-1999
ve 2000’ler olmak tizere dort dénemde ele alinmigtir. Buna gére, 1961-1973 arast ilk do-
nemde Tiirkler, her iki devletin imzaladig1 anlasma kapsaminda Almanya’ya go¢ etmistir.
Gegici siireligine isgiicti olusturmak amaciyla Almanya’ya go¢ eden bu niifusun ¢ogun-
lugunu kirsal kesimden gelen erkekler olusturmugtur. Birikim yapip Tiirkiye'ye donmeyi
planlayan bu nesil, cogunlukla ¢alistiklar: fabrikalarin yurtlarinda kalmis ve mesai sonra-
sinda bir araya gelip Tiirkiye giindemini takip ederek vakit gecirmislerdir. Bununla bir-
likee, dini ve sosyal temelli bir takim ihtiyaglari belirmis ve bu ihtiyaglart gidermek igin
orgiitlenerek hem sosyal alanda eglenebilecekleri hem de ibadet edebilecekleri girisimler-
de bulunmuslardir. Bu girisimler sonucunda ise kaldiklar1 yurtlarda namaz kilabilecekleri
odalara sahip olmuslardir. Ilk cami derneklerinin temeli de bu odalarda atilmistir (Aba-
dan-Unat, 2017, s. 86-87). Takiben, ekonomik ve politik sorunlart dogmus, bu sorun-
lart ¢ozmek icin ise sosyal faaliyetleri de kapsayan isci dernekleri kurmaya baglamiglardir.
1962 yilinda kurulan Kéln ve Cevresi Tiirk Iscileri Dernegi, Tiirk diasporasinin ilk 6rgiit-
lii yapisidir. Bu érgiitlenmeyi 1965’te kurulan Tiirkspor futbol takimi takip etmistir. Bir
baska deyisle, bu dsnemde Tiirkler dayanigma STK’lar1 olusturmustur (Karagoz, 2001).

1974-1983 arasindaki ikinci dénemde Tiirkler, aile birlesmeleri ve siyasi hareketlerle
Almanya’ya go¢ etmeye devam etmistir. Bu sayede hem Almanyadaki Tiirk niifusu aremug
hem de Almanyada misafir isci konumunda olan Tiirkler artk kalict olduklarin: fark et-
meye baslamustir (Vermeulen & Berger, 2008). Ancak 1980 Askeri Darbesi sonunda Al-
manya’ya go¢ eden 1 milyondan fazla Tiirk ile 6nceden go¢ edenler arasinda Tiirkiye'deki
siyasi atmosferle ilintili olarak kutuplagmalar baglamustir. Bir baska deyisle, milliyetci ve
komiinist ideolojilere sahip olan Tiirkler, Tiirkiye'deki siyasi ¢alkantiyr Almanyadaki sos-
yal yasamlarina yansitmigtir (Karagoz, 2001; Adigiizel, 2004). Dolayisiyla ilk olarak dini
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catt altnda orglitlenen Tiirkler, bu dénemde siyasi ve mezhepsel goriisleri dogrultusunda
STK kurmaya devam etmistir (Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2003). Islam Kiiltiir Merkezleri Bir-
ligi (VIKZ, 2022), Sosyal Demokrat Halk Dernekleri Federasyonu (HDF, 2022), Hiir-
riyetgi Tiirk-Alman Dostluk Cemiyeti (Hiir-Tiirk, 2022), Demokratik Is¢i Dernekleri
Federasyonu (DIDE 2022), bugiinkii adi Almanya Tiirk Federasyon olan Almanya De-
mokratik Ulkiicii Ttirk Dernekleri Federasyonu (Almanya Tiirk Federasyon, 2022) ve bu-
giinkii ad1 [slam Toplumu Milli Gériis olan Avrupa Milli Gériis Teskilati IGMG, 2022)
bu dénemde kurulan STK’lardan bazilaridir. Baglangicta dertlesme mekanlari olarak kul-
lanilan ve bu dénemde sayist oldukea artan STK’lar, zamanla kiiltiirel adaptasyonu kolay-
lagtiracak seminerler vererek Almanyadaki Tiirk diasporasinin kamuoyu olusturmasinda

onemli rol oynamistir (Bulut, 2012).

1984-1999 yillari arasindaki tigiincii ddnemde, Almanyada artk gegici olmadiklarin:
anlayan Tiirkler, evlilik géciiniin 6niinti agmislardir. Baska bir deyisle, Almanyada dogup
biiytiyen Tiirk gengleri evlilik birliklerini tesis ederken kendilerine Turkiye'den es se¢mis-
lerdir. Boylece, Almanyada giderek kalici hale gelen Tiirklerin yeni ihtiya¢ ve beklentile-
ri dogmus ve kurduklart STK’lar Almanyada giderek ¢esitlenen ihtiyaglarini gidermeye
yonelik olmustur (Sit, 2021). Bu anlamda, Tiirk diasporasina Islam dini dersi verilmesi-
ni saglamak amactyla Almanya Islam Konseyini (ISLAMRAT); diasporanin dini ve milli
kimlikleriyle yasayabilmesine katki saglamak amactyla Avrupa Tiirk Islam Kiiltiir Dernek-
leri Birligini (ATIB) kurmuslardir. Aleviler adina hak talep amaciyla Avrupa Alevi Birlik-
leri Federasyonunu (AABF) kurarken Atatiirk¢ii diisiinceyi anlatmak ve yayginlagurmak
amactyla Almanya Atatiirk¢ii Diisiince Dernegini (ADD) kurmuglardir. Tiirk diasporasi-
nin politika ve yonetim mercilerinde ortak ¢ikarlarint savunmak amaciyla Almanya Tirk
Toplumu (TGD), insan haklarina hizmet etmek amacityla da Insan Onuru ve Haklar
Orgiitiinii kurmuglardir. Tlaveten, Almanyadaki radikal kuruluslarin etkisini kirmak ve
Tiirklere dini konular basta olmak tizere sosyal ve kiiltiirel konularda yardimcr olunmasi-
ni1 saglamak amaciyla Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti tarafindan da Almanyada, Diyanet Isleri Tiirk
[slam Birligi (DITIB) teskilati kurulmustur (Persembe, 1996; Atilgan, 1999; Karagoz,
2001; Adigiizel, 2004). Baska bir deyisle, bu donemde Almanyadaki Tiirk diasporast dini,
etnik ve ideolojik kimlikleri tizerinden 6rgiitlenmeye devam etmis ve giderek heterojen
bir yapiya biiriinmiistiir. Bu kimliklerin mevcut STK’larin pargalanmasina ve yenilerinin
olugmastina sebebiyet verdigi de bilinmektedir. Ornegin; ATIB, ADUTDFten ayrilan ki-

siler tarafindan kurulmustur.

2000’leri kapsayan son dénemde ise gog hareketi degisiklik gostermis, Tiirkler aruk
egitim amagli ya da profesyonel yiiksek nitelikli gogmenler olarak Almanya’ya go¢ etmeye
baslamis ve bu donemde de farklr ihtiyaglari dogrultusunda STK kurmaya devam etmis-
lerdir. Ornegin, dini ve siyasi goriislerin iizerinde Tiirk diasporasinin ve Tiirkiye'nin ¢i-
karlarini korumaya yénelik Avrupa Tiirk Demokratlar Birligi'ni (Adigziizel, 2011, s. 71-

76) ve basta Tiirk diasporast olmak tizere go¢men kadinlarin sosyal, ekonomik ve siyasi
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yasama esit ve bagimsiz katilimini saglamak amaciyla Gégmen Kadinlar Birligi’ni (Gog-
men Kadinlar Birligi, 2022) kurmuglardir. Akabinde, Tiirk diasporasinin sorunlarini ye-
rel yoneticiler ve kurumlar ile is birligi cercevesinde ¢oziime ulagtirmak amaciyla Avrupa
Sivil Inisiyatif Platformunu (ASIP) (BW News, 2017) olusturmuslardir. Bu 6rneklerden
anlagilacags tizere, Almanyadaki Tiirk diasporast bu dénemde dini, milli ve siyasi kimlik-
leri tizerinden 6rgiitlenmeye devam etmenin yani sira, inang ve ideoloji {istii yapilanma-

lar da olusturmustur.

Giintimiizde Almanyada bulunan Turk STK’lar, hem Almanyada 61 yili geride bi-
rakan Tiirk diasporast mensuplari arasinda birlikteligi giiclendirmek hem Tiirklerin Al-
manyada toplumsal hayata katlimint artirmak hem de Almanyadaki irk¢ilik ve yaban-
ct diigmanlig gibi meselelerle miicadele etmek gibi amaglarla faaliyet gostermektedir.
Bununla birlikte, STK’lar devletin giiven, toplumunsa baglilik duyacag yapilanmalar-
dir ve faaliyetleri dogrultusunda hem sosyal hem de siyasi yapiyr degistirme giicleri bu-
lunmaktadir (Adigziizel, 2011). Demokrasinin énemli bir gostergesi olarak kabul edilen
STK’lar, yonetim bicimi temsili demokrasiye dayanan Almanya'nin ayrilmaz bir parca-
sidir. Ciinkii halkin dogrudan temsilinin oldugu Federal Meclis (Bundestag) ve eyalet
temsilcilerinin yer aldigi Eyaletler Meclisi (Bundesrat) olmak tizere iki kanatli yasama
organina sahip olan Almanyada sadece vatandaglarin degil ayni zamanda gé¢menlerin de
siyasal katilim haklari bulunmaktadir. Fakat Almanya hiikiimeti vatandaglar ve vatandas
olmayanlar i¢in ayr diizenleme yapmusur. Buna gére, Alman vatandasi olan 18 yas tstii
bireyler federal ve yerel diizeylerde se¢me ve secilme hakkini kullanabilmektedir (Sak-
man, 2015, s. 55-59). Alman vatandast olmayan yabanct statiisiindeki kisiler ise, eyalet
diizeyinde bir siyasal katlim platformu olma &zelligi tagiyan Uyum Meclisleri diizeyin-
de meclise iiye olmak veya iiye se¢mek seklinde siyasal katlim saglayabilmektedir (Bal-
c1, 2017). Bu baglamda, Almanyadaki Tiirk diasporasinin da siyasal katlimi, vatandaglik
faktoriine bagli olarak farklilasmaktadir. Alman vatandag olan Tiirkler akeif bir sekilde
yerel ve federal diizeyde se¢me-secilme hakkindan faydalanabilmekteyken Alman vatan-
dast olmayan Tiirkler dilek¢e yazma, sendikalara, siyasi partilere ve Uyum Meclislerine
tiye olma gseklinde dolayl: yollardan siyasal kaulim hakkindan yararlanabilmektedir (Ha-
sirct, 2008).

Bu cergevede, Tiirk diasporasinin Almanyadaki siyasal yasama katlimu ilk olarak is ve
egitim gibi gorece basit konularda yerel diizeyde dilekge yazmakla baglamigtir. Zamanla
cesitlenen sorunlarla baga ¢tkmak ve toplumsal aidiyeti giiclendirmek amaciyla ekonomik,
dini, kiiltiirel ve sosyal a¢idan orglitlenmeye baglamus, taleplerini dile getirerek sosyal ha-
yattan diglanmaya kargt miicadele etmis ve sendikalara iiye olmugstur (Hasirci, 2008, s.
137). Nihayetinde, siyasi partilere tiye olarak veya kendi partilerini kurarak secme ve se-
cilme hakkini kullanmaya baglamigtir. Ttirk asilli milletvekilleri, ilk kez 1987 yerel se¢im-
lerde Berlin Parlamentosuna ve 1993 yilindaki eyalet se¢ciminde Hamburg Eyalet Parla-

mentosuna girmistir. 1994 yili Almanya federal se¢cimlerinde ise Tiirk asilli milletvekilleri
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ilk kez Almanya Federal Meclisine girmistir. Takip eden secimlerde de Tiirk diasporasinin
parlamenter diizeyde temsili devam etmistir (Sakman, 2015, s. 97-115). Etkin bir sekil-
de siyasal katilimi gerceklestirmek amaciyla Tiirk diasporast mensuplar, tiyesi olduklart
partilerde gorev almus, parti ici rekabete girmis ve parti toplantilarina katilmiglardir. Boy-
lece partilerde es bagkanlik veya baskan yardimciligy, eyalet hiitkiimetlerinde bakanlik,
miistesarlik, belediye bagkanligi, belediye baskan yardimciligt veya meclis iiyeligi gorevi
yuritenler arasinda Tuirk diasporasindan siyasetgiler yer almaya baglamistir (Bulut, 2012,
s. 41-46). Siyasetteki bu girisim ve faaliyetlerinin ardindan Tiirkler kendi partilerini de
kurmaya baslamistir. 2010 yilinda kurduklar: ilk parti Adalet ve Yenilik icin Birlik Parti-
si (BIG- Partei), yerel ve federal secimlere katulmis ancak yeterli oy oranina ulasamadig:
icin etkili olamamigtir. Bremen Entegrasyon Partisi (BIP) ismiyle kurduklar: ikinci parti
ise eyalet temelinde kalmis, secimlerde yeterli oya ulasamadigindan siyasi varlik gostere-
memigtir (Sakman, 2015, s. 108-109). Fakat Turk diasporasinin siyasal yasama katilimu

ve temsili devam etmistir.

Tiirk diasporast segme-secilme hakkini kullanarak ya da sectigi temsilciler vasitasty-
la siyasal yasama katlirken Tiirk STK’lar, demokratik katulimin gerceklesmesine zemin
olusturmakta ve toplumun ihtiyaglarint kamu kuruluglart nezdinde temsil ederek kal-
kinma politikalarinin belirlenmesine, insan haklarinin iyilestirilmesine ve toplumsal bi-
lincin gelismesine katki saglamigtir (Dartan, 2012). Bu anlamda, ilk olarak 2013 Federal
secimlerinde Avrupali Ttlirk Demokratlar Birligi “Haydi Sandik Bagina” adli farkindalik
olugturma kampanyasi baglatmig ve Tiirk diasporasinin secimlere katlmast i¢in toplant-
lar diizenleyerek, seminerler vererek, secim brosiirleri dagitarak, ¢esitli kisi ve kurumla-
11 ziyaret ederek siyasal katlimi tegvik etmistir. Bu ¢alismalar neticesinde, 11 Tiirk asilli
Milletvekili Federal Meclise girmeyi bagarmus ve ilk kez Gé¢, Miilteciler ve Uyumdan So-
rumlu Devlet Bakanlig1 gérevine bir Tiirk asilli getirilmigtir. Bu sonug Tiirkler icin ciddi
bir siyasi bagart teskil etmistir (Sakman, 2015, s. 111). STK’larin siyasal katlimi tegvik
edici ¢aligmalarinin takip eden secimlerde de devam ettigi bilinmektedir. Bu nedenle 26
Eyliil 2021 tarihinde gerceklesen Almanya Federal secimlerine yonelik Almanyadaki Tiirk
diasporasinin siyasal katlimi hususundaki rollerini inceleyerek ortaya koymak 6nem arz

etmektedir.

Fakat literatiirde Almanyada yasayan Tiirk diasporasinin siyasal katlimini ve STK’la-
r1 inceleyen caligmalar nicelik ve kapsam bakiminda oldukea sinirlidir. Bu sinirli ¢alisma-
larin kapsam bakimindan STK’larin kurulma ve gelisim siirecini (Aulgan, 1999; Kara-
gdz, 2001; Adigtizel, 2011; Cinar, 2017; Sit,2021); din, egitim, etnik koken ve kimlik ile
iligkisini (Persembe, 1996; Kilicarslan, 2001; Kara ve Yayli, 2017; Simgek, 2019); sosyal,
ekonomik ve politik ayrimcilikla miicadelesini (Sezgin, 2018); dis diinyadaki gesitli ak-
torlerle iliskisini (Kocagdz, 2017) ve Tiirkiye siyaseti ile Almanya siyaseti agisindan ro-
liinii (Amelina ve Faist, 2008; Sezgin, 2008; Dartan, 2012; Oner, 2014) icerdigi goriil-
mekeedir. Her ne kadar literatiirde Almanyadaki Tiirk diasporasinin Almanyadaki siyasal
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yasama kaulimint ve se¢men davranisini konu edinen ve bu konuyu secimler tizerinden
analiz eden calismalar yer alsa da (Hasirci, 2008; Aktiirk, 2010; Erdogan, 2013; Sakman,
2015; Arslan, 2019; Ozdogru, 2019; Arslan, 2021), Tirk STK’larin siyasal katilima et-
kisini dogrudan konu edinen ¢alismalarin (Adigiizel 2004; Bulut, 2012) sayica azlig1 ve
giincel olmayisi dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Tiirk STK’larin Almanyadaki Tiirklerin siyasal kati-
limt {izerinde etkili bir rol oynayip oynamadig; ise pek agik degildir. Bu anlamda, litera-
tiirde bir bosluk oldugu distiniilmektedir. Bundan hareketle mevcut ¢alisma, Almanyada
teskilatlanmig ve orada faaliyet gosteren Tiirk STK’larin Tiirk diasporasinin siyasal kauli-
m1 konusundaki roliinii ortaya koymay1 amaclamakeadir. Bu ama¢ dogrultusunda calis-
ma, 26 Eyliil 2021 tarihinde gerceklestirilen Almanya Federal secimlerine odaklanmakta

ve agagidaki aragtirma sorularina cevap aramaktadir:

1.Tiirk diasporasinin Almanyadaki siyasal katilimi iizerinde Tiirk
STK’larin rolii nedir?

2.Almanyadaki Tiirk STK’larin 26 Eyliil Almanya Federal secimleri icin
ylriittigi faaliyetler nelerdir?

3.Almanyadaki Tirk STK yoneticilerinin siyasal katulim konusundaki

goriis ve onerileri nelerdir?

Dért kisimdan olusan calismanin girisi takip eden ilk kisimda ¢aligmanin yéntemi
tizerinde durularak aragtirmanin 6rneklemi, veri toplama araclari ve elde edilen verilerin
analizi aciklanacakur. Tkinci kisimda, igerik ve dokiiman analizine tabi tutulan verilerden
elde edilen bulgular sunulacak ve Almanyadaki Tiirk diasporasinin siyasal yasama katilim-
lart agisindan STK’larin rolii yorumlanacakur. Takip eden son kisimda ise aragtirma son

degerlendirmelere yer verilerek ¢alisma sonlandirilacakeir.

Yontem

Ele alinan konuyu, Almanyada faaliyet gosteren STK’larin internet tizerinden yapmis ol-
duklar paylasimlara ve STK yoneticilerinin gériiglerine bagvurarak incelemek ve elde edi-
len veriyi arastirma sorulariyla iliskilendirerek yorumlamak amaciyla, bu ¢aligmada nitel
aragtirma yontemine bagvurulmugtur. Calismanin deseni, bir olguyu kavrayabilmek i¢in
karmagtk sosyal birimleri aragtirma imkani veren, verilerin zengin ve biitiinciil bir sekil-
de toplanmasini saglayan ve sistematik sonuglar ¢ikararak yogun betimleme sunan vaka
calismasidir (Merriam, 2018, s. 50-51). Caligmanin evrenini Almanyada faaliyette bu-
lunan tiim Tiirk STK’lar olustururken; ¢alismanin érneklemini Tiirklerin yogun oldugu
Kuzey Ren Vestfalya, Baden-Wiirttemberg ve Hessen eyaletlerindeki (Veri Bankasi, 2021)
altt STK olusturmaktadir. Calisma grubu ise bu STK’larda gorev yapan altu ydneticiden
olugmaktadir (bk. Tablo 1). Calisma grubu amagli 6rnekleme cercevesinde belirlenmis ve
arastirma konusu hakkinda daha kapsamli ve aydinlatct bilgi saglayacag: diisiiniilen kisi-
ler (Christensen, Johnson, & Turner, 2020, s. 176) ¢alismaya dahil edilmistir.
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Tablo 1. Arastirmanin Orneklemi ve Calisma Grubu

N Eyalet STK Goriigiilen

1 Hessen Almanya Turk Toplumu Es Bagkan'

2 Baden Wiirttemberg | Avrupa Sivil inisiyatif Platformu  Genel Bagkan

Avrupa Tirk Islam Kiltar

3 Kuzey Ren Vesifalya Dernekleri Federasyonu

Genglik Kollari Bagkan Yardimcisi

Demokratik is¢i Dernekleri

4 | Kuzey Ren Vestfalya Federasyonu

YirGtme Kurulu Eski Baskani

5 | Kuzey Ren Vestfalya | Uluslararasi Demokratlar Birligi = Genel Baskan

6 Kuzey Ren Vestfalya | islam Toplumu Millt Gériis Ulke Arastirmalari Koordinatérii

Caligmada hem aragtirma konusunun daha iyi anlagilmasini hem de aragtirmanin ge-
cerliligi ile giivenilirligini saglamasi bakimindan ¢oklu veri kaynaklari kullanilmigtir. Bu
baglamda, veri toplama aract olarak “ikincil veriler” ve “goriisme teknigi” kullanilmigtir.
Ikincil veriler olarak 6rnekleme dahil edilen STK’larin web siteleri ve sosyal medya he-
saplari (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube) arsivlenmis aragtirma verileri baglaminda
incelenmigtir. Bu veri toplama aracinin kullanilma sebebi; STK’larin ge¢miste meydana
gelmis zaman dilimlerinde yapmis oldugu paylagimlara ulasma ve bu paylagimlar hakkin-
da bilgi sahibi olunmasina olanak saglamasidir (Yildirim & Simsek, 2016, s. 191-192).
Bu baglamda, altt STK’nin 1 Ocak 2021 tarihinden 26 Eyliil 2021 Almanya Federal se-
¢imleri gliniine kadar internet tizerinden yapmis olduklari paylagimlar incelenerek segime
yonelik paylagimlart dokiiman analizine tabi tutulmustur. Sézciiklerin farkli igeriklerde
farkli anlamlar tagima ihtimali oldugu i¢in analiz birimi olarak icerik belirlenmistir. Elde
edilen verilerin daha derinlikli bicimde anlagilabilmesi ve yorumlanabilmesi icin de go-

riisme teknigine bagvurulmustur.

Goérigme teknigi, rasgele secilmis 6rnekleme ¢evrim i¢i uygulanabilir olmasi, derinle-
mesine bilgi saglamasi ve katulimcilarin bakis agist ve diisiinme yolu hakkinda bilgi verme-
si bakimindan (Christensen, Johnson, & Turner, 2020, s. 59) tercih edilmistir. Bu dogrul-
tuda, calismanin 6rnekleminde yer alan STK’larda gorev yapan alu ydnetici ile e-mail veya
sosyal medya hesaplari tizerinden iletisime gecilmistir. Akademik etik esaslarina uygun ola-
rak her bir yoneticiye ¢alismanin konusu, amact, ydntemi hakkinda detayl: bilgi verilerek
calismaya kaulmalari konusunda onaylart alinmisur. En nihayetinde Kasim 2021-Nisan
2022 tarihleri arasinda derinlemesine gériismeler gergeklestirilmistir. Goriismelerde lite-
ratiirden yararlanilarak hazirlanan yari yapilandirilmig form kullanilmigtir. ZOOM iize-
rinden ¢evrim ici gerceklestirilen goriismeler en az 41 en fazla 122 dakika stirmiistiir. Mi-
les ve Huberman (1994) nitel aragtirma yontemlerinden elde edilen verilerin betimsel ya

da icerik analizi yaklagimiyla analiz edilmesi gerektigini belirtmektedir. Bundan hareketle,

1

Aragtirmanin yapildigt dsnemde goriisme gerceklestirilen TGD Es Baskani, 2022 yilinda bu gérevinden ayrilmistr.
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goriismelerden elde edilen veriler igerik analizine tabi tutulmugtur. Bunun sebebi, igerik
analizinin betimsel analize gore daha derin bir igleme tabi tutulmasi ve bu iglem sonucun-
da betimsel analizle fark edilemeyecek kavram ya da temalarin kesfedilebilmesidir (Yildi-
rim & Simsek, 2016, s. 242). Goriismelerden elde edilen veriler analiz edilirken ilk olarak,
kullanisli olabilecek her veri parcasini belirleyecek acik kodlama yapilmigtir. Daha sonra
Glaser'in (Theoretical Sensitivity, 1978) énerdigi gibi, verilerin en giivenilir kistmlarin
filtrelemek ve en doygun kategorilere ulasmak icin secici kodlama yapilmusur. Elde edilen
kodlardan birbiriyle iligkili olanlar gruplandirilarak aragtirmanin amacina cevap verebilir
nitelikte bir tematik cerceve olusturulmustur. Gériismelerden elde edilen veriler, olusturu-
lan bu gerceve ekseninde agiklanmaya calisilmis ve ¢alismanin gegerliligi ile glivenirligini
artirmak adina goriisiilenlerin ciimlelerine dogrudan auflar yapilarak yorumlanmigur. Yo-
neticiler, STK'daki gdrevlerinin ¢alisma kapsaminda paylasilmasinda herhangi bir sakinca
gormediklerini beyan ettikleri icin bu bilgiler ¢alismada dogrudan sunulmugtur. Ancak
yoneticilerin kisisel bilgileri akademik gizlilik ve etik ilkeleri geregince calismada paylagil-
mamigtir. Dokiiman analizi ile ulagilan sonuglar ise STK’larin se¢im faaliyetleri kapsamin-
da ytiriittiikleri faaliyetler kategorisi ile iliskilendirilmis ve goriismelerde toplanan bilgiler

ile birlikte degerlendirilerek ¢alismada sunulmugtur.

Veri ¢esitlemesi sayesinde goriisme yoluyla elde edilen verilerin aragtirmacinin znel
yargilarina gére yorumlanmasi ihtimali, ikincil verilerin analizi ile ortadan kalkmistir.
Boylece dnyargt ve yanlis anlastimalarin éniine gegilmistir. Ikincil verilerin analizi fiziksel
veriler i¢in STK’larin diisiincelerine kavrayis saglamamasi ihtimali ise goriigmeler yoluyla
derinlemesine kavranabilmis ve aragtirma sonuglarinin farkli boyutlarda degerlendirilme-

sine yardimct olmustur.

Bulgular

Aragtirma kapsaminda elde edilen verilerin analizi sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan tematik cerge-

ve asagidaki tabloda sunuldugu gibidir (bk. Tablo 2).
Tablo 2. Gériismelerden Elde Edilen Kategori ve Kodlar

KATEGORILER KODLAR

Yoneticilerin Siyasal Katilim Konu-
sundaki Gorisleri

Siyasi glindeme ilgi
Siyasal katilim sekilleri
Siyasi 6rgltlenme

STKlarin 26 Eylul Aimanya Fede- |« Sosyal medya paylasimlari

ral Secimleri Kapsaminda Yur(tti- + Web sitesi paylasimlari

gu Faaliyetler » Segime katilim gagrisi

» Segim brosuru hazirlayip dagitma
» Stant agma

» Adaylar ile birebir gériisme

» Adaylar ile halki bir araya getirme
+ Soru katalogu hazirlama
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Yoneticilerinin Siyasal Katilimi » “STK'lar Turkiye merkezli siyasal glindemden ve
Artirmaya Yénelik Onerileri onun gudimudnden gikmali!”

 “Siyasal katilim konusunda duyarlilik artiriimali!”
» “Tlrk diasporasi siyasi partilere tye olmali!”

» “Tlrk diasporasi aktif siyasal katihm saglamal!”

Yoneticilerin Siyasal Katihm Konusunda Goriisleri

Calisma grubunda yer alan STK yéneticilerine Almanyadaki Tiirk diasporasinin Alman-
ya'nin siyasi giindemine ilgisinin ne yonde oldugu, siyasal katlim gekillerinin nasil oldu-
gu ve siyasi drgiitlenmelerinin ne diizeyde oldugu gibi sorular sorulmustur. Yapilan goriis-
melerden elde edilen verilerin analizi sonucunda, Tiirk diasporasinin Almanyadaki siyasal
giindeme ilgisinin Tiirkiye'deki siyasal giindeme ilgisine kiyasla zayif oldugu ama zamanla
arttigt ve bu ilginin kusaklara gore farklilasug: bulgusuna ulagilmisur. STK yéneticileri-
ne gore, Tiirkiye'den go¢ eden birinci kusak, dénemin kiiltiirel kodlarini yaninda tagimus
ve siyasi ilgisini daha ¢ok Tiirkiye giindemine ydneltmistir. Dogum yerleri Tiirkiye olan,
kismen Tiirkiye'de biiyiimiis ve cocukken Almanya’ya gelmis olan ikinci kusagin siyasi il-
gisi de daha ¢ok Tiirkiye'ye yonelik olmustur. Bu nesiller icinde Alman vatandaglig1 alan
Tiirklerin Almanya siyasetine yonelik segmen davraniglarini iki husus belirlemistir: (7)
Almanyadaki Tiirklere karst partilerin davranis ve yaklasimlari, (77) partilerin Tiirkiye ile
olan iligkileri. Dolayistyla, birinci ve ikinci kusak secimlerde oy kullanirken bu hususlari
goz oniinde bulundurmugtur. Fakat Almanyada dogup biiyiiyen ii¢iincii ve dérdiincii ku-
saklarin bakis agilart 6nceki kusaklardan farklilagmig ve dncelikli giindemlerini Almanya
olugturmustur. Bu nedenle siyasi ilgileri Ttirkiye'den ziyade Almanya’ya kaymus ve bunun
neticesinde de siyasal yasama katillim diizeyleri aremustir. Bu kusaklarin segmen davranis-
lart da Almanya kaynakli sorunlari, beklentileri ve ihtiyaglart dogrultusunda sekillenmis-
tir. Boylelikle, yine STK yoéneticilerinin goriiglerine gore, ilk dénemlerde daha ¢ok sol ve
sosyal demokrat partilere ilgi duyan Tiirk diasporasi, son dénemlerde muhafazakar parti-
lere de ilgisini kaydirmigtir. Bunun neticesinde Tiirkler muhafazakir yapida olan Huristi-

yan demokrat partilerde de yer almaya baglamugtir.

Yakin déneme kadar Tiirkiyeliler 6rgiitlenme bicimi dini olsa bile kendis-
ini sosyal demokrat bir ¢izgide mevzilendirip siyasi tercihini cogunlukla sol
ve sosyal demokrat -bunlarin icerisine Yesilleri de dahil edebiliriz- kesim-
lerden yana kullaniyorlardi. Fakat son donemlerde muhafazakar ve liberal
partiler icerisinde de politika yapan Tiirkiyelilerin sayist yavas yavag artma-
ya bagladi. Bunun nedenlerinden bir tanesi su: Tirkiyeliler icerisinde son
10-15 senedir sinif farklilari biraz daha derinlesmeye ve ayrismaya baslad.
Yani Tiirkiyeliler igerisinde 300-500-1000-2000 tane is¢i calistiran igv-
erenler olustu. Dogal olarak bunlarin ¢ikarlari ile iscilerin ¢ikarlari ayni
degil. Bu farklilik politikaya da yansidi. Onun icin son dénemde Almanya
Sosyal Demokrat Partisi (SDU), Hiir Demokratik Parti (FDP) gibi partiler
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icerisinde de politika yapanlarin sayist gogaldi. Bir diger nedeni ise Ttirkiye
siyasetinin etkisidir. Ornegin 2017 secimlerinde Tayyip Erdogan Alman-
ya Sosyal Demokrat Partisi'ne (SPD), Yesillere ve Sol Parti’ye oy vermeyin
cagrist yapmustt. Muhafazakir Hristiyan bir parti olmasina ragmen Alman-
ya Hristiyan Demokrat Birligi'ni (CDU) bunun disinda biraker. Boylece
CDU’ya oy veren Tiirkiyelilerin igerisinde birazcik artig yasandi. Ama
bunlar dénem dénem olan seyler, her dénem ayni durum tekrarlanmiyor
(DIDF Yiiriitme Kurulu Eski Bagkani).

Yapilan goriismelerden elde edilen veriler, Tiirk diasporasinin Almanyadaki siyasal ya-
sama katlim sekillerinin siyasal partiler {izerinden belirginlestigine isaret etmektedir. Bu
baglamda Tiirk diasporast secme-segilme hakkini kullanarak ve parti kurarak siyasal kati-
lim sergilemektedir. Federal ve eyalet diizeylerde secilme hakkini kullananlar milletvekili,
bakan, meclis baskan vekili ve devlet miistesart gibi konumlarda gorev almaktadir. En son
gergeklesen 26 Eyliil 2021 Almanya Federal secimlerinde de Tiirk diasporasindan yakla-
stk 900 bin secmen oy kullanmug ve 18 Tiirk asilli milletvekili -dokuzu Sosyal Demokrat
Partiden, ticii Sol Partiden, besi Yesillerden biri de Hristiyan Demokrat Partiden olmak
tizere- Almanya Federal Meclisine secilmistir (euronews., 2021). Sosyal Demokrat Parti
(SPD), Yesiller ve Hiir Demokrat Parti (FPD) arasinda kurulan yeni koalisyon hitkiime-
tinde Tiirk asilli Cem Ozdemir, Gida ve Tarim Bakani olarak gorev almistir. STK yone-
ticileri bu bagarinin artarak devam edecegini ve ilerleyen donemlerde Almanya'nin Tirk

asilli bir Bagbakan tarafindan ydnetilebilecegini diisiinmekeedirler:

Siyasal yasama kaulim s6z konusu. Bu kaulim siyasal partiler {izerinden
daha ¢ok belirgin. Cok bilinen 6rnek Cem Ozdemirdir ki kendisi su
an hiikiimette Tarim Bakani. Bunun disinda 6rnekler de mevcut. Mese-
la yakin zamanda Aygiil Ozkan Hamburg Eyaleti'nde bakanlik yapmusti,
Aydan Ozoguz giiniimiizde Federal Meclis Baskan Vekili. Bunun disinda
devlet miistesari olarak gorev almig Tiirkiye kokenliler de var. Bu érnekler
ozellikle 60 yillik go¢ tarihini dikkate aldigimizda bir gelisme oldugunu
gosteriyor. Bir giin bu tilkenin bagbakan: Tiirkiye kokenli olabilir mi diye
bir soru sorulur: Evet, olabilir IGMG Ulke Arastirmalari Koordinatorii).

Bununla birlikte, arastirma bulgulari, goriisiilen tiim STK yéneticilerinin Tiirk di-
asporasinin en temel hakki olan vatandaglik hakkini kullanarak siyasal katilimi saglama-
lart gerektigi goriisiinde oldugunu ve bunun igin ¢aligmalar yiiriictiigiinii gostermektedir.
STK yéneticileri, Tiirk diasporasinin Almanyada yasadigy igsizlik, egitim, saglik ve konut
sorunu gibi meselelere ¢6ziim tiretebilmesinin ve hayat standartlarini iyilestirebilmesinin
temel yolunun siyasal kaulimdan gectigi goriisiindedir. Yoneticiler, siyasal katlim ne ka-
dar ¢ok olursa etkilesimin o kadar ¢ok olacagi ve ne kadar ¢ok etkilesim olursa o kadar

cok sorunun ¢oziilecegini diistinmektedirler:
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Almanyada ekonomi kétiiye gitse, issizlik olsa 6nce kim etkilenir; biz et-
kileniriz. Almanyada siyasete hi¢ etkisi olmadig halde ¢evre kirliligi bile
olsa yabancilara bir pay ¢ikarmaya calisiyorlar. Onun igin Almanyada
bizim daha ¢ok siyasete ilgi gdstermemiz gerektigine inanryorum. Ciinkii
siyasetin haricinde bagvurabilecegimiz bir durum yok; olmamasi da lazim.
Her seyi siyaseten ¢dzmemiz gerekiyor. Siyasetciler araciligiyla ¢6zmemiz
gerekiyor (UID Genel Bagkani).

Siyasete katlmamiz elzemdir, baska bir kurtulusu yok. Eger yasadiginiz
toplumun anayasal ve toplumsal diizenine uymak sartiyla, ikamet ettiginiz
tilkelerde anayasay1 gerektigi yerde degistirebilecek siyasi potansiyeliniz
yoksa giiniin sartlarina gore anayasay1 ya da yasalari organize edebilecek,
degistirecek ya da degistirilmesi icin lobi faaliyetleri yapabilecek bir 6rgii-
tlenmeniz siyasal katiliminiz yoksa o toplumda asla s6z sahibi olamazsiniz.
Avrupali Tiirklerin yasadiklari toplumlarda s6z sahibi olabilmelerinin bir-
inci olmazsa olmast siyasal katilim digerleri egitim, ekonomik &zgiirliik
ve kiiltiirel ahlaki degerleridir. Ayrica Almanyada siyasi partilere tiye olan
genclerimizin onleri agikur. Ciinkii Alman toplumunun gengleri siyasetten
oldukea uzakur ve Alman siyasi partiler kendi genglik kollarini bulamaz.
O yiizden toplumumuz i¢in Almanyada genglik kollar: lideri olmak ¢ocuk
oyuncagidir. Bunun da tek yolu, kendisine yakin hissettigi siyasi partiler-
in- tabi ki Tiirkiye diisgmant olmayan, hak hukuk bilen partilerin- i¢inde
yer almast gerekir (ASIP Genel Bagkani).

Yoneticilere gore, Tiirklerin yasadiklari toplumlarda séz sahibi olabilmeleri ve gelecekle-
rine yon verebilmelerinin temel sart1 siyasal katulimdir ve siyasal katlim hukuk, ekonomi,
egitim ve kiiltiirel alanlara kaulimla desteklenmelidir. Bu nedenle STK’lar, Tiirk diaspora-
sinin siyasal katilimint artirma konusunda faaliyet yiiriitmektedir. Bu anlamda aragtirma
bulgulari, STK’larin iki boyutlu ¢alisma yiiriittiigli bulgusuna ulagmugtir. Caligmalarinin
ilk boyutu olarak STK’lar, Tiirk diasporasinin ortak sorun ve beklentilerini gdriisebilme-
leri, tarugabilmeleri ve ¢oziim iiretme noktasinda akeif caligma yiiriitebilmeleri i¢in uygun
ortam saglamakta ve toplumun beklentilerini Almanyadaki politik mercilerine ileterek bir
koprii vazifesi tistlenmektedir. Bununla birlikte, se¢cim dncelerinde siyasetgiler, tiyelerini
mobilize etme fonksiyonu bulunan STK’lar: ziyaret ederek goriisme talebinde bulunmak-
tadir. Bu goriismelerde STK’lar, partilerin ve adaylarin se¢im stratejileri hakkinda bilgi
edinmekte, toplumun taleplerini siyasetcilere iletmekte ve siyasetgilerin belirttigi strateji-
lerin toplumun taleplerini kargilamaya uygun olup olmadigini tespit etmekeedir. Ikinci bo-
yut olarak STK’lar, Tiirk diasporasinin siyasal katilimi konusundaki duyarliligin artirmak
tizere calismalar yiirtitmektedir. STK yoneticilerinin belirttigi tizere sokak mitingi yap-
manin, pankart asmanin, secim arabalari ile propaganda yapmanin yasak oldugu Alman-

yada, yapilacak secimlere Tiirk diasporasinin katlimini arttirmak adina STK’larin yogun
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bir gekilde faaliyet gosterdikleri ortaya ¢tkmistir. Bu faaliyetler asagida siralandig: gibidir:

- Siyasi partilerle ve hiikiimetlerle goriiserek Tiirk diasporasinin taleplerini
iletmek ve yeni kurulacak hitkiimetten beklentilerini ifade etmek,

- Tiirk diasporasinin Almanya merkezli siyasete ilgi duymasini saglamak,

- Tiirk diasporasinin siyasal katilim konusunda duyarliligini ararmak icin
hem eyalet bazinda hem de federal bazda toplantlar diizenleyip farkls si-
yasi parti mensuplarini (aday, milletvekili, bakan vb.) Tiirk diasporasi ile
bir araya getirerek etkilesim saglamak,

- Turk diasporasini igerik olarak ortak dava ve ¢ikarlarina 6nem veren
demokratik partilere {iye olmalari konusunda tegvik etmek,

- Tiirk diasporasina se¢imlerde oy kullanmast i¢in ¢agrida bulunmak,

- Turk diasporasindan se¢me hakkini kullanmakta zorlananlara oylarin:
kullanabilmeleri i¢in yardimet olmak,

- Federal ya da eyalet diizeyinde Tiirk diasporasindan aday olan kisiler var-
sa onlar1 desteklemek ve se¢im ¢aligmalarini onlarin aday oldugu bolgel-

erde yogunlastirmak.

Aragtirma kapsaminda, Tirk diasporasinin ortak ¢ikar ve menfaatlerini korumak ve
savunmak amaciyla se¢me ve secilme hakki olan Tiirk diasporasini siyasi yasamda soz sa-
hibi olmalari i¢in tesvik eden STK’larin, bunu toplumun ¢ikarlarini savundugunu tespit
ettikleri bir partiyi hedef gstermeden yapabildikleri gibi hedef gostererek de yapabildik-

leri sonucuna ulasilmustir. Ornegin;

Biz elimizdeki imkanlar neticesinde olabildigince Almanyadaki insan-
larimizin Almanya merkezli siyasete ilgi duymalarini saglamak, onlarin
dikkatini ¢ekmek ve olast se¢imlerde hazirlikli bir sekilde dogru kara-
rlarin olugmasini saglamaya yonelik ¢aligmalar yapiyoruz. Bu ¢aligma-
larin temelinde toplumumuzu mobilize etme amaci vardir. Toplumu-
muzu demokratik partilere herhangi bir parti adi vermeden, bizim ortak
davalarimiz ve ¢ikarimiz olan igerikleri giindeme getirerek hangi parti bu
iceriklere 6nem veriyorsa o partilere oy vermeleri konusunda tesvik edi-
yoruz (TGD Es Bagkani).

Biz degisik donemlerde tiyelerimize, drnegin bir 6nceki 2017 secimler-
inde, sol partiye oy verin ¢agrist yaptik. Bu her secime 6zgii bir sey degil.
I¢inden gectigimiz politik durumu degerlendirerek buna benzer kararlar
aliyoruz. Nedenleri de su: Biz sorunlarimizin esasen Alman emekgilerle
birlegebildigimiz dl¢tide ¢oziilebilecegine inaniyoruz. 2017 secimlerinde
sol parti bu ortak sorunlari dile getirmis ve asgari iicretin iyilestirilmesi,

is stirelerinin kisalulmasi, 6zellestirmelerin durdurulmasi gibi taleplerde
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bulunmustu. Biz de bunlar ayni zamanda Tiirkiye kokenlilerin taleplerin-
in ana govdesini olusturdugu sonucundan yola ¢ikarak sol partiye oy ver-
in gagrist yapmaya karar vermistik (DIDF Yiiriitme Kurulu Eski Bagkani).
Son zamanlarda Tiirk partileri kurulmaya calistyor ama onlar da tam an-
lamiyla bizlerin diisiincesini, istegini tam yerine getirmiyor maalesef.
O yiizden fazla deger atfedilmiyor bunlara kargi. Ciinkii buradaki
vatandaslarin istekleri ile uyusmuyor bu kurulan partilerin disiinceleri.
Bu kurulmak istenen kurulan Tiirk partilerinin, bizler i¢in getirisi fazla ol-
madigi icin normal Alman partilere tekrardan yénelmemize sebep oluyor.
O yiizden secim esnasinda biitiin partileri karsilagtirarak diisiincelerim-
ize en yakin gdrdiiglimiiz partiye oy vermemiz gerektigini diisiiniiyorum

(ATIB Genglik Kollar1 Bagkan Yardimcisi).

STK’larnn 26 Eyliill Almanya Federal Secimleri
Kapsaminda Yirittugi Faaliyetler

Calisma grubunda yer alan STK’larin Eyliil 2021 se¢imleri kapsaminda yiiriitttigii faali-
yetleri tespit etmek amaciyla kurumsal web siteleri ve sosyal medya hesaplari incelendi-
ginde, secimlere katilma cagrist yapuklari ve bu paylagimlari genel olarak 2021’in Agus-
tos ayinda baglatip Eyliil ayinda yogunlastirdiklari tespit edilmigtir. Dokiiman analizine
tabi tutulan bu iceriklerde “Almanyada se¢im”, “senin de oyun énemli”, “liitfen oy ver”,
“26 Eyliil secimlerine katlalim”, “kullanilmayan her oy irkg1 partilerin isine yarayacak”,
“taleplerimiz”, “siyasi partilerin se¢im beyannamelerinde ne yaziyor”, “kimi segelim”, “biz
oy veriyoruz”, “se¢cim kimdeyse gii¢ ondadir” sdylemlerinin siklikla vurgulandig: tespit
edilmistir. STK’larin yapmus olduklari bu yogun paylagimlardan bazilari asagida 6rnek-
lendirildigi gibidir:

UID, 5 Eylil 2021°de, 26 bin takipgisi olan Facebook sayfasi tizerinden “Siyasi par-
tilerin se¢im beyannamelerinde ne yaziyor?” baglikli bir paylagim yaparak bu partilerin
secim beyannamelerini Tiirk diasporast ile paylasmustir (Facebook: UID, 2021). ASIP, 6
Eyliil 2021°de 1800 takipgisi olan Facebook hesabi tizerinden yapmus oldugu “Bir oy bir
oydur. Cevrenizde en yakin hissettigin, bizden benden dedigin adaya oy ver!” paylagimiy-
la segimlere katilma gagrist yapmustir (Facebook: ASIP, 2021). Demokratik Isci Dernekle-
ri Federasyonu, resmi web sitesi tizerinden 6 Eyliil 2021°de yaptg1 paylasimla Almanyada
bulunan Tiirk diasporasint “1§sizlige, yoksulluga, savasa, silahlanmaya, irk¢iliga ve ayrim-
ciliga karst 26 Eyliil Federal Parlamento se¢imlerine katulmaya” davet etmistir. Ardindan
“Alman vatandagsi olamayan gé¢menlerin her alanda politik yasama katilim olanaklar: gii¢-
lendirilmeli, se¢me-secilme ve referandumlara katilma hakki taninmalidir!” geklinde talep-

te bulunmus ve taleplerinin yer aldigi bir secim brosiirii yayinlamustir® (Demokratik Isci

2 Bk. didif secim brosérii.pdf
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Dernekleri Federasyonu Web Sitesi, 2021). /GMG, 24 Eylil 2021'de kurumsal web sitesi
{izerinden yaptg1 paylasimla Miisliiman segmenleri Islam karsitt partilerin olusturdugu
tehlikelere karst uyarmis ve oylarini daha demokratik partilere vermeleri konusunda ¢ag-
rida bulunmugtur (IGMG Web Sitesi, 2021). 7GD, 9 Eyliil 2021°de kurumsal web sitesi
tizerinden secim ¢aligmalart kapsaminda adaylara dogrudan sordugu sorularin sonuglart ile
parti genel merkezinden gelen yazili cevaplari kamuoyu ile paylasmigtir (TGD Web Sitesi,
2021). ATIB, 21 Eyliil'de Twitter iizerinden Anadolu Ajans’'nin “Almanyadaki Tiirk der-
nekleri: Kullanilmayan her oy irkei partilerin isine yarayacak” baglikli haberini paylasarak
secimlere katllim ¢agrist yapmugtir (Twitter: ATIB Genel Merkez, 2021).

Internet paylasimlarina ek olarak 26 Eyliil Almanya Federal seimleri igin STK’larin
ne tiir ¢aligmalar yiiriicetigii arastirma kapsaminda gergeklestirilen gériismeler vasitasiy-
la detaylandirilmigtir. Buna gére, UID’nin se¢imlere tesvik amacli stant kurmak, se¢im
brosiirleri hazirlayip dagitmak, secmenlerle birebir goriismede bulunmak ve milletvekili
adaylarina soru katalogu hazirlayip sonuglari kamuoyu ile paylasmak seklinde caligmalar

yuriietiigi anlagilmigtir:

Secimler izin mevsimin bitimine denk geldigi icin Kapikulede 45 giin sire
ile stant kurduk. Alman plakali her bir araca hem brosiir verdik hem de
sozlii olarak secimlere katilmalari yoniinde telkinlerde bulunduk. Diger
taraftan Tiirklerin yogun olarak aligveris yaptiklari veya bulunduklar: se-
hir meydanlarina yine secimlere tesvik amacli stantlar kurduk ve yogun
oturduklart mahallelerde posta kutularina kadar bu brosiirlerden atp si-
yasete katilimi artirma adina ¢alismalar yaptik. Yurtdist Tiirkler ve Akraba
Topluluklar Bagkanligi de bize destek verdi. Vatandaglarimiz en azindan
Alman siyasetine ilgi gdstermeleri gerektiginin farkina vardilar. Coklar:
secim olacagini bilmiyordu. Bir de tegkilat olarak cevaplandirilmasint
istedigimiz 10 tane soru sorduk biitiin partilere; Almanyadaki siyasetle,
cevreyle, egitimle alakali sorular ve bizim buradaki cifte vatandaghigimiz ile
yabanci diismanligi hakkinda sorular. Bu segilen yeni hiikiimetteki partil-
erden Sosyal Demokratlar ve Yesiller kendi programlarinda Tiirklere cifte
vatandaslik verilecegini taahhiit ettiler. Gergeklesip gergeklesmeyecegini
gorecegiz tabii (UID Genel Bagkani).

IGMG’nin siyasal katlimi tegvik edici séylemlerde bulundugu ve secimlere yonelik

bolgesel inisiyatiflerde yer aldigi anlagilmistr:

Simdi tabi ki biz bir siyasi vakif ya da kurulus degiliz. Biz bir dini ce-
maatiz. Siyasi goriis, ideoloji anlaminda nétriiz. Dini cemaat olmakla
birlikte bizim mensuplarimiz ayni zamanda bu iilkenin mensubu, birey

olarak vatandasi... Dolayisiyla en temel hakk: olan vatandaglik hakkini
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kullanmas: gerekiyor. Bu acidan baktigimizda biz insanlarimizi siyaseten
aktif olmalarini, asgari diizeyde vatandaglik hakk: olan se¢imlere katilma-
larin: tegvik edici séylemlerde bulunuyoruz. Ama bu genel bir tesvik et-
mektir. Yoksa herhangi bir siyasi ideolojiyi, siyasi partiyi, siyasi grubu kim
olursa olsun ne Tiirkiye baglaminda ne de Almanya baglaminda o alana
dogru yonlendirme tarzinda degildir. Son secimlerde segimlere katilim
cagrisinda bulunduk. Bunun diginda mesela bélgesel inisiyatiflerde yer
aliyoruz. Bir gehirde bir camiler federasyonu vardir. O camiler federa-
syonu, o sehrin partilerden aday olan milletvekillerini bir araya getirici
bir etkinlik diizenler. Bizim yereldeki camimiz o inisiyatifte yer alir. Fed-
eral diizeyde de ayni sekilde. Kamusal alanda biz siyasilerden taleplerim-
izi ifade ederiz, olusacak olan hiikiimetten beklentilerimizi ifade ederiz,
siyasilerle goriisiiriiz, siyasilerle gortismelerimizde taleplerimizi giindeme
getiririz. Yani normal bir STK kendi alaninin kamusal alana yansimas:
olan hususlarda neler yapabilecekse onlart yapmaya galisiriz (IGMG Ulke

Arastirmalari Koordinatorii).

DIDF’in segim brosiirii hazirlayip dagitma, bilgilendirme toplantilari gergeklestirme
ve taleplerini savunan partilere oy verme ¢agrist yapma seklinde faaliyette bulundugu

anlasilmistir:

Son secimlerde Tiirkiye kokenlilerin daha yaygin politikaya déhil olabil-
mesi agisindan talepler tizerinden bir ¢agri yapuk. Bu talepleri savunan
partilere ya da milletvekillerine oy verilebilir ¢agrisi yapuk. Taleplerimizi
ifade eden 40 bine yakin segim brosiirii ¢ikardik. Pandemiye ragmen bu
brosiirlerin hemen hemen hepsini ya birebir ya da posta kutularina atarak
paylastik. Ayni zamanda birgok sehirde hem ¢evrimici toplantlar hem de
yiiz yiize toplanular diizenledik (DIDF Yiiriitme Kurulu Eski Bagkani).

ATIB’in segimlerde herhangi bir parti ismi vermeden oy kullanma gagrist yaptigi

anlagilmistir:

Son segimde ATIB olarak biz 6ncelikle hepimizin oy kullanmast gerek-
tigini vurguladik derneklere gelen cemaatimize. Ciinkii Almanya genelinde
maalesef yabanct uyruklular hele ki Tiirk vatandaglarimiz oyunu kullanma
taraftar1 pek degil veya kullanmiyorlar, dnem vermiyorlar, es geciyorlar. Bu
calismalarimiz sayesinde siyasal katilim1 biraz daha artirmis olduk (ATIB
Genglik Kollart Bagkan Yardimecist).

ASIP’in segimlere katilim1 tesvik igin brosiir hazirlayip dagittigs ve Tiirk diasporasina

mensup adaylarin desteklenmesi i¢in propaganda yaptgi anlagilmigtur:
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Tirk diasporasi Tiirkiyedeki siyasete Almanya siyasetinden daha ilgi-
li oldugu icin son se¢imlerde siyasi duyarliligt ve katulimi artirmak icin
kap1 kap1 dolasip brosiir dagittik. Bunun disinda aday olan milletvekill-
eri hangi bolgeden olursa olsun bizim verecegimiz oyun o aday: etkileyip
etkilemedigini diisiinmeden federal meclis segimlerinde Tiirk milletveki-
li adaylarini daha fazla ortaya ¢ikaran ve secime katlmasini saglayan par-
tileri destekledik. Hangi bolgeden bir milletvekilimiz varsa o bolgedeki
Tiirk adaylarin desteklenmesi gerektigi propagandalarini yapuk. Tabi ki
bu adaylar icinde bize yakin olan, Tiirkiye'yi seven sayan Tiirk asilli aday-
lar1 tercih ettik. Uyelerimizden Macit Bey aday olmustu, onu da destekl-
edik; su anda federal mecliste, kazand1. Insanimiz dedi ki; kapisini calabi-

lecegimiz bizden bir milletvekili oldu parlamentoda (ASIP Genel Bagkanu).

TGD’nin segimlere katllim ¢agrist yapmak, secimlerde milletvekili adayina sorular ka-
talogu olusturup geri doniisleri kamuoyu ile paylagmak, halka acik toplanular diizenleye-

rek toplumun siyasi duyarliligint artrmak gibi caligmalar yiirtiteiigti anlagimigtir:

Son se¢imlerde tiim Almanyada demokratik partilerden aday olan 1700
milletvekili adayina sorular katalogu olusturduk ve Almanyadaki irk¢iliga
ve ayrimcilifa karsi, siyasal katulimin éniindeki engellerin kaldirilmasina
yonelik ne tiir ¢calisma yapmak istediklerini sorduk. 900’e yakin milletveki-
li aday1 geri doniis yapt. Bu gelen doniimlerin istatistiksel analizini yapuk.
Ulastgimiz sonuglari kamuoyuyla paylastik. Bu diizeyde yapugimiz baska
bir ¢alisma da bugiinkii hiikiimetin programina ¢ogunu girmis durumda,
bu bizim ¢ok biiyiik bir katkimiz olarak gururla sdyleyebilecegim bir sey:
3 yildir talep ettigimiz 4 ana baglik ana hatlari ile hitkiimet programina
girmis durumda. Nedir bunlar: (1) katulimcilikla ilgili bir yasa ¢ikarilmast,
(2) demokrasiyi gliclendirme yasasi ¢ikarilmasi, (3) cifte vatandaslik konu-
su: siyasal kaulim konusunda da biiyiik engel olusturan bir vatandaglik
yasasinin ¢tkarilmasi, (4) dislanma yasasinin tiim eyaletler uygulanmas:
ve bunun gelistirilmesi. Bunlar bence énemli kazanimdir. Oniimiizdeki
dénemde umuyorum ki bunlarin uygulama alanlarini tartisiriz birgok seyi
de geride birakmis oluruz. Bir baska yapugimiz faaliyet ise toplumumuzu
demokratik partilere bir parti ad1 vermeden icerik olarak bizim ortak dava-
larimiz ve ¢ikarimiz olan bu bahsettigim ierikleri giindeme getirerek kim,
hangi parti bu igeriklere 6nem veriyorsa o partilere oy vermeleri konusun-
da tegvik etmek oldu. Ayrica toplumumuzun siyasal katulim konusunda
duyarliligini arurmak icin eyalet bazinda toplanu diizenleyerek farkls si-
yasi partilerden kimseleri toplumumuzla bir araya getirip etkilesimlerini

sagladik (TGD Es Bagkani).
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Yoneticilerin Siyasal Katihmi Artirmaya
Yonelik Onerileri

Arastirma kapsaminda gergeklestirilen goriigmeler vasitasiyla Almanyadaki Tiirk diaspo-
rasinin siyasal katilim diizeyini artrma konusunda STK yéneticilerinin 6nerileri ortaya
ctkarilmisur. Bu baglamda hem Tiirk diasporasina hem de STK’lara nemli gorevler diis-
tiigii tespit edilmistir. Bununla birlikte, STK’larin Tiirkiye ve Almanyadaki hiikiimetler-

den birtakim beklentileri oldugu anlagilmugtir.

Arastirma bulgulari, goriisme yapilan STK y6neticilerinin Tiirk diasporasinin sorun-
larinin Almanyadaki siyasal alana aktif kaularak ¢oziilebilecegi goriisiinde oldugunu gos-
termekredir. Bu cercevede yoneticiler, Tiirk diasporasinin siyasi partilere iiye olmasint ve
akif siyasal katilim saglamasint 6nermektedirler. Partilere {iye olmak istemeyenlerin ise

STK’lara iiye olarak politik griislerini buralarda dile getirmesini tavsiye etmektedir:

Vatandaglarimiz partilere tiye olabilir. Almanlar géziinde bir partiye iye
olmanin ¢ok yiiksek degeri var. Siyasete ilgi duydugumuzu, bir seyleri
degistirmek istedigimizi goriiyorlar. Bunu yayginlastirabiliriz (ATIB Geng-
lik Kollar1 Bagkan Yardimcisi).

[laveten, Almanyadaki Tiirk diasporasinin siyasal katilim konusunda duyarliligini art-
urmasini, STKlarin ise bu baglamda yaptigi calismalar: gelistirmesini ve yayginlagtirma-

sin1 dnermektedir:

Bizler burada fikir iiretip neler yaparsak daha etkili oluruz, buna karar
vermeliyiz. Bunun i¢in oncelikle STK’larimizin egitilmesi gerekiyor.
Sonugta bizlerin profesyonel bir yonetimi yok. Géniilliliik esast ile gorev
yapiyoruz. Ardindan toplumumuzu egitmemiz gerekiyor. Se¢im zamani
Kapikule'de yaptigimiz sey bana gére ayni zamanda bir egitim faaliyeti.
Bunu cegsitli sekillerde devam ettirebiliriz. Ya da toplumu siyasete neden
katilmasi gerektigi konusunda konsolosluklar tizerinden egitebiliriz. Bu-
radaki konsoloslugumuzu, devletin kurumu olmasi sebebiyle, bircok STK
ciddiye aliyor (UID Genel Baskani).

Bununla birlikte, yoneticilerin STK lari teskilatlanma bigimleri ve sorunlara yaklagim-
lart bakimindan sikintili bulduklari tespit edilmistir. Bu anlamda yéneticiler, hem STKla-
rin Tiirkiye merkezli siyasal giindemden ve onun giidiimiinden ¢ikarilmasint hem de

STK’larin ortak hareket etme noktasinda daha fazla caba gostermesini dnermekeedirler:

Tirk STK’lar Almanyada ikamet eden Tirk asillilarin menfaatlerini
diisiitnmeli, onlari Alman siyasetine katilmalari icin daha ¢ok tesvik et-

melidir. Toplumsal katk: siyasete katlimdan geger. STKlarin Tiirkiye
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merkezli siyasal giindemden ve onlarin giidiimiinden ¢ikarilmas: gerekir.
Alman siyasetinin i¢ine katilmayan hi¢bir STK Tiirk diasporasina fayda
saglayamaz. Ayrica STK’larimiz arasindaki en biiyiik stkinti ortak nokta-
da akil heyet kuramamis olmak. Mesela bizim Almanyada net 1 milyon oy
hakk: olan insanimiz vardir. Fakat segimler yaklasuginda STK’lar olarak
biraya gelip irk¢iliga karst olan eyalet baskanlariyla ya da belediye baskan-
lart ile goriiserek ‘bakin bizim bu kadar oyumuz var, gelin derneklerim-
izde propagandalarinizi yapin. Eger secilirseniz, sizden su taleplerimiz

olur, bizim bu haklarimizi artirin’ gibi bir pazarligina giremiyoruz maalesef

(ASIP Genel Bagkani).

Buna ek olarak, yapilan goriismelerden Tiirkiye merkezli politikalarin Almanyadaki
Tiirk diasporasini etkiledigi anlagilmistir. Bu anlamda STK yoneticilerinin Tiirkiyeden

beklentileri bulundugu tespit edilmistir:

Diaspora bir kiyidir. Ulkemizdeki her sarsint1 bu kiytya gok sert vuruyor.
Tiirkiye'deki siyaset giindemini belirleyenlerin buradaki hiikiimetlerle bu-
radaki sivil toplumu da katarak ortak bariscil bir siirecin kargilikli ¢ikar-
larin ve sayginin gergevesinde bir siirecin niinii agacak ¢aligma alanlar
olugturmast gerekiyor. Bundan son derece uzak durumdayiz. Ve bu durum
buradaki toplumumuzu bask: altina aliyor, magduriyetini derinlestirip
artrtyor (TGD Eg Bagkani).

Yéneticiler ayni zamanda Almanya hiikiimetinden de Tiirk diasporasinin Almanya’ya
aidiyet gelistirebilmesi, kamusal alanda kargilagtig1 sorunlari giderebilmesi ve siyasi etkin-

lik gdsterebilmesi icin seffaf politikalar gelistirmesini beklemektedirler:

Bir tilkede siyasi etkinlik gosterebilmeniz o tilkeyle gelistireceginiz aidi-
yetle dogrudan ilintilidir. Tkinci faktor de dil; Almancaya hakimiyet. Et-
kinlik gosterebilmeniz icin ne olup bittigini bilmeniz, giindemi takip et-
meniz, gazete okumaniz, televizyonda Almanca haberleri izlemeniz gerekir.
Ugiincii fakeor olarak da ¢ogunluk toplumun kabul derecesi, sizi kabul
etmesi, sizi diglamamasi; bireysel diizeyde veya grup diizeyinde. Siz iste-
diginiz kadar aidiyet gelistirin, dile ana dili gibi hakim olun, eger cogun-
luk toplum size zorluk ¢ikariyorsa, sizi kabul etmiyorsa, yasal diizenini
déniistiirmiiyorsa, ayrimcilik mekanizmalarini bertaraf edici yasal ku-
rumsal cerceveler gelistirmiyorsa sizin ¢abalariniz yetersiz kalir. Mesela
bir NSU cinayeti olmug bu cinayetin tizerine gitmiyorsa, yakin zaman-
da yasanan Hanau saldirist ile ilgili gerekenleri yapmiyorsa o zaman ne
olur? Bu tilkedeki gogmenler der ki ben burada kendi gelecegimi goremi-

yorum. Béyle bir cinayet islendi ne polis bir sey yapt1 ne savct bir sey yapt
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ne siyaset bu konuda gerekli mesajlari verdi, federal mecliste bir aragtirma
komisyonu olugturulmadi. Kisi ben bu iilkede yagayamam derse bir aidi-
yet gelistiremez. Dolayistyla, var olan yerlesik mekanizmalarin acik olmast,
seffaf olmasi lazim (IGMG Ulke Arastirmalari Koordinatorii).

Degerlendirmeler

Dokiiman analizi ve ZOOM tizerinden gergeklestirilen goriismeler vasitastyla yiiriitiilen bu
kiigiik 6l¢ekli saha alismast, STK larin Tiirk diasporasinin siyasal katilimi tizerindeki rolleri
ile STK yéneticilerinin gdriisleri ve dnerilerine dair bir bakis acist kazandirmaktadir. ArasS
tirma bulgulari 61 yillik goe tarihinde Tiirk diasporasinin Almanya’nin siyasi giindemini
etkileyebilecek kapasiteye sahip olduguna isaret etmektedir. Yeni kurulan federal hiikiimet-
te ticlii koalisyon olusmasinda Tiirk diasporasinin oylarinin etkisi goz ardi edilmemelidir.
Onceki donemde birinci parti olan CDU’nun yerini bu segimlerde SPD’ye birakmasinin
ana sebeplerinden birinin de Tiirk diasporasinin oylarini, ilimli bir gogmen politikast
uygulamay1 vaat ettigi icin, SPD’ye yonlendirmis oldugu sonucuna ulasmak ¢ok da zor

degildir. Tirk STK’larinin bundaki payinin ise yadsinamayacak diizeyde oldugu acikur.

Aragtirma bulgulari, ¢alisma kapsaminda incelenen ikincil kaynaklarda da belirtildi-
gi gibi, kamu yararini diisiinen ve demokratik katlimin gerceklesmesine zemin olugturan
Tiirk STK’larinin hem Tiirk diasporasinin siyasal katilimini tegvik ve telkin etmeleri hem
de Tiirk diasporasi ve Almanya siyaseti arasinda koprii vazifesi gormeleri bakimindan et-
kin rol oynadig1 sonucunu ortaya koymaktadir. Bununla birlikte, STK’larin 26 Eyliil Fe-
deral segimlerine ydnelik yapmis oldugu ¢aligmalar ile bu ¢alismalarin Almanya’'nin siyasi
atmosferine yansimasinin bir géstergesi olan TGD’nin siyasal katlim, ¢ifte vatandaglik,
diglanma ve demokrasiyi gii¢lendirme ile ilgili yasa yapilmasi énerisinin yeni kurulan ko-

alisyon hiikiimetinin programina alinmig olmasi mevcut ¢alismay: 6zgiin kilmaktadir.

Her ne kadar ¢alismanin bulgular: Tiirk STK’larin siyasal katulim konusundaki rolii
tizerinde olumlu bir tablo ¢izse de bu ¢alisma kapsaminda bazi eksikliklerin altini ¢izmek
gereklidir. Oncelikle, yukarida etraflica belirtildigi gibi, her ne kadar ideoloji ve inang
gibi ¢esitliliklerden dolay1 parcali ve kopuk bir yapiya sahip olsalar da birbirleriyle iletisim
halinde olan ve ortak caligmalar yiiriiten STK’lar vardir. Ancak STK’larin ortak hareket
etme nokrasinda ve Tiirk diasporasinin oy kitlesini tek bir kanala yénlendirme noktasinda
zayif kaldig: belirtilmelidir. flaveten, siyasette etkin olan Tiirk diasporast mensuplarinin
giderek Tiirk diasporasinin ortak menfaat ve beklentilerini kargilamakean uzaklagmasi ve
Tiirkiye aleyhine sdylem ve icraatlar kargisinda kayitsiz kalmasi endige vericidir. Bu duru-
ma Almanyadaki Tiirk diasporasinin farkli 6zellikleri biinyesinde bulunduran heterojen
bir yapida olmasinin sebebiyet verdigi asikirdir. Bu ayrigmalar ve iletisim kopuklugunun
giderilmesi, toplumsal duyarliligin artrilmast ve yaganan ortak sorunlara kalic ¢éziimler

bulunmasi i¢in Almanyada bulunan Tiirk STK’larin dayanigma ve is birligi icinde hareket
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edebilmelerine olanak saglayan ortak bir zemin olusturulmasi gereklidir. Bununla birlikte,
her ne kadar Tiirk STK’larin diasporanin siyasal katulimini arturmaya yonelik ¢aligmala-
r1 dnemli ise de yapilan bu ¢alismalarin basariya ulasabilmesi i¢in Almanya hiikiimetinin

tesvik edici politikalar uygulamas: gerektigi unutulmamalidir.

On October 30, 1961, the Turkish Labor Agreement between Tiirkiye and Germany was
signed and labor migration from Tiirkiye to Germany began. Turkish people working in
Germany under this agreement also began to bring their families and gradually became
permanent in their new country. Since 1961, they have been considered to be the Turkish
diaspora with a heterogeneous structure that includes various similar features and view-
points. To meet their needs, the members of the Turkish diaspora initiated the creation
of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and have been active at both the state and
federal levels. Because of their active role in the creation of these NGOs, the activities of
these NGOs are worth examining. This study focuses on Turkish NGOs in Germany and
investigates the participation of the Turkish diaspora in German political life. This study
aims to reveal the role of Turkish NGOs organized and operating in Germany in the po-
litical participation of the diaspora. For this purpose, it concentrates on the activities of
NGO:s for the federal elections held in Germany on September 26, 2021:

1. What is the role of Turkish NGOs in the political participation of the
Turkish diaspora in Germany?

2. What specific activities did Turkish NGOs undertake for the federal
elections held in Germany on September 26, 2021?

3. What are the views and recommendations of the NGOs" managers for

political participation?

This study is designed as a case study from qualitative research methods. Data diver-
sity was preferred to ensure a better understanding of the subject and increase the valid-
ity and reliability of the research. As data collection, “interviews” and “secondary data”
were used. The study sample consists of 12 NGOs operating in North Rhine-Westphalia,
Baden-Wiirttemberg, and Hessen; the regions with the highest concentration of Turkish
people in Germany, and six managers, who determined by a convenience sample, work in
these NGOs. Initially, the posts of 12 NGOs on their websites and social media were ana-
lyzed and documented. Afterward, in-depth interviews were conducted with six managers
from these NGOs who agreed to participate in the research using a semi-structured form.
The data obtained from the interviews was subjected to content analysis. As a result of the
analysis, three categories were created in line with the purpose of the research: the activities
of Turkish NGOs within the scope of the federal elections held in Germany on September
26, 2021, and the views and suggestions of NGO managers on the political participation
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of the Turkish diaspora. The data obtained was interpreted and presented by blending in
the axis of this thematic framework. To ensure the validity and reliability of the research,

the statements of the interviewees were directly referred to in the relevant parts of the study.

Based on the research, the Turkish NGOs included in the study sample engage in
a variety of initiatives aimed at promoting and supporting the political participation of
the Turkish diaspora living in Germany. These initiatives include utilizing social media
to spread awareness, organizing meetings to inform individuals of upcoming elections
and the significance of their vote, and providing assistance to disabled or elderly indi-
viduals during the voting process through vehicle transportation or other forms of aid.
These efforts appear to be successful in bolstering the political participation of Turkish
citizens living in Germany. Moreover, the study reveals that Turkish NGOs have a sig-
nificant impact in terms of the participation of the Turkish diaspora in the September
26th German Federal elections. Furthermore, they not only encourage and increase the
political participation of the Turkish diaspora in Germany as well as encourage them to
vote for political parties that defend their interests, but also serve as a bridge between
the Turkish diaspora and politics in Germany. The recommendations of the NGO man-
agers for political participation are as follows: It is advisable to encourage greater polit-
ical participation among the Turkish diaspora residing in Germany. NGOs should in-
crease their efforts in this area and collaborate more frequently. It is crucial to ensure
that the perspectives of the Turkish diaspora in Germany are accurately and fairly repre-

sented and that NGOs do not exclusively reflect the political agenda of Tiirkiye.
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Diasporik Sinema: 2000 Sonrasi Alman Filmlerinde
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Oz Anahtar
Sinema bireylerde ve toplumlarda meydana gelen degisimle- Kelimeler
rin, déniistimlerin betimlenmesi ve sanat araciligiyla yeniden Diaspora, Gé¢men
tiretilerek topluma aktarilmasidir. Bu nedenle sinema 21.yiiz- Sinemast, Alman Sine-
yilin en 6nemli kitle iletisim aygitlarindan biridir. 1960’11 y1l- mast, Tiirk-Alman Sine-
larda Almanya’ya isci gonderimiyle baslayan ve geride kalan mast, Aksanlt Sinema

60 yil1 agkin siirede Almanya’nin demografik yapisindan, kiil-
tiirel yapisina kadar pek ¢ok doniisiimiin yasamasina sebep
olan gé¢ hareketi, beyazperde de pek ¢ok kere ele alinmis ve
temsil edilmistir. Bu calisma da diasporadaki yénetmenlerin
2000 yilindan sonra sinemada gocii kullanma bigimlerini
incelemeyi ve Tiirk-Alman sinemasindaki diasporik 6geleri,
temel motivasyonlari ve dinamikleriyle birlikte ele almay:
amaglamaktadir. Is¢i gociiniin sinemada temsili tarihsel bir
persfektifle incelenirken konu Yasemin Samdereli’nin 2011
yapimu Wilkommen in Deutschland (Almanyaya Hos Geldi-
niz), Feo Aladag’in 2010 yapimi Die Fremde (Ayrs/ik) ve Fa-
tih Akin'in 2017 yapimi Aus dem Nichts (Paramparca) filmi
Hofstede'nin “sogan kabugu’ yonteminde yer alan kiiltiiriin
katmanlart “kahramanilar, semboller, ritiieller ve degerler” temel

alinarak analiz edilmis ve incelenmistir.
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Diasporic Cinema: The Representation of Immigrants
in Post-2000 German Films
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Abstract Keywords
Migrant laborers began coming to Germany in the 1960’s and Diaspora, Migrant Cin-
caused various transformations in Germany’s demographic ema, German Cinema,
and cultural structure. This migration movement has been Turkish-German Cine-
addressed and represented on the silver screen multiple times, ma, Accented Cinema

making cinema one of the most important mass communi-
cation devices of the 21st century. This study examines how
diaspora directors have approached migration in cinema after
2000 and analyzes the diasporic elements in Turkish-German
cinema along with fundamental motivations and dynam-
ics. To examine labor migration in cinema from a historical
perspective, changes in migrant representations in German
cinema until the 2000s are also discussed. Yasemin Samder-
eli's 2011 film ,,Wilkommen in Deutschland“ (Welcome to
Germany), Feo Aladag’s 2010 film ,Die Fremde® (When We
Leave), and Fatih Akin‘s 2017 film ,,Aus dem Nichts“ (In the
Fade) are analyzed using Hofstede’s “Cultural Onion” method
and the sociological film analysis method.

Giris
Filmler sadece bir kiiltiire ait unsurlari yansitmakla kalmaz ayni zamanda toplumsal ya-
sama dair unsurlart bir biitiin olarak ele almaktadir. Bir film icinde tiretildigi toplumun,
degerlerine, geleneklerine, aile yapisina, yeme-i¢me kiiltiiriine ve inancina dair bir¢ok seyi
kapsamaktadir. Bu nedenle filmler bir yoniiyle toplumlarin hafizasidir. Ayni zamanda
toplumlarin dénemsel olarak politikalari, tartigmalari, deger yargilarini ve bunlarda mey-

dana gelen degisimlere 151k tutan bir arsiv niteligindedir.

Is¢i anlagmast kapsaminda Almanya'ya gog eden Tiirk toplulugu emek piyasasinda ol-
dugu gibi sanat, edebiyat, sinema ve diger kiiltiirel alanlarda da varliklarini géstermistir.

Alman diasporasindaki gé¢men sinemast Tiirk-Alman sinemast olarak anilmigtir. Gégmen
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olarak giden birinci kugaktan itibaren go¢menler tirettikleri filmlerle hem Tiirk-Alman si-
nemasinin temellerini atmis hem de go¢men Tiirklerin yagadiklari olaylart ve Almanyada

gociin toplumsal yasama etkilerine deginerek go¢ arsivine katki sunmuglardir.

Sinema, gegmisin yeniden iiretilerek bellege doniistiiriilmesinde énemli bir aragtir
(Kilig, 2019, 5.10). Gog sinemasi yalnizca gdgmen yonetmenlerin filmlerinden olusma-
maktadir. Gégmen olmayan ydnetmenler filmlerinde go¢ temasini ele alabilecegi gibi
gocmen yonetmenlerin de “gd¢” disinda temalar: ele alabilecegine dikkat ceker. Hatta
go¢ temasini igleyen yonetmenlerin filmlerinde kugak farkliligiyla birlikte perspektif de-
gismektedir (Yilmaz, 2012, s.4).

1980’li yillardan itibaren Avrupa sinemasinda gokkiiltiirlii ve etnik kimlikli filmle-
rinde diizenli bir arus gergeklesmistir (Berghahn ve Sternberg, 2010, 5.18). Tiirk-Alman
sinemasinin yonetmenleri éncelikli olarak 1970’li ve 1980’li yillardaki etnik azinliklarin
ev sahibi iilkede yasadigt deneyimleri aktarmigtir (Burns, 20072, 5.362). Gociin etkisiyle
toplumsal perspektiften bir degerlendirme ile donemin ruhunu yansitan ve Alman toplu-
munun birgok farklr alandaki sorunlarini dile getiren filmler yapilmustr. Bu anlayisla top-
lumun bir parcasini olusturan gé¢menler sinemanin giindemine taginmis ve gocmenlik

kavrami filmlere konu olmustur (Asutay ve Bacaksiz, 2021, s.2).

Tiirk-Alman sinemasinda 2000 yilindan sonra iiretilen filmlerde diasporik unsurla-
11 tespit etmek ve diasporik Alman sinemasinda Tiirk gd¢menlerin temsilinde meydana
gelen degisimleri analiz etmek ¢alismanin temel problemlerini olugturmaktadir. Bunun-
la birlikte filmlerin hikaye yapisi ile karakterlerdeki diasporik bilincin ve ana vatana dair
unsurlarin ne dlgiide yer aldigini agiklamay: amaglamaktadir. Aragtirma nitel aragtirma
yontemlerinden sosyolojik film elestirisi ve Geert Hofstede'nin “sogan kabugu diagrams”
yontemi kullanilarak hazirlanmistir. Calisma kapsaminda segilen filmler 2000 ve sonra-
sindaki yillarda yapilmustr ve ii¢ farkli yonetmenin filmi secilmistir. Bu amagla ¢aligma

da su sorulara yanit aranmistur:

* Tiirk-Alman Sinemasinda 2000 yili sonrast iiretilen filmlerde diaspora
unsurlari ne 8l¢tide yer almakeadir?

¢ Filmlerin hikaye oriintiisiinde ve karakterlerde diasporik biling ve ana
vatan dair unsurlara yer verilmis midir?

¢ Diaspora sinemasinda Almanyada yasayan gdgmenlerin sinemada temsi-

line iligkin degisimler nelerdir?

Go¢ Olgusu ve Sinemada Temsil
Sinemanin genis kitlelere kolayca ulagmast ve eglence amaciyla tiiketilmesi, sundugu
icerigin derinlerinde hem hakim kiiltiiriin ideolojilerini barindirarak iktidarin istedi-

gi toplumsal bilincin olusmasini hem de azinliklar ve ulus 6tesi topluluklarin kiiltiirel
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kimliklerini inga etmesini kolaylastirmaktadir. Bu nedenle sinema ulusotesi topluluklarin

temsili ve kiilctirlerinin devami i¢in 6nem tasimaktadir.

Temsil kavraminin kiiltiir ile iliskisi ve ne anlam ifade ettigini Stuart Hall agiklamis-
ur. Stuart Hall’a gore, temsil bir sey tizerine anlamli bir agiklama yapmak ya da insanlara
diinyay1 anlamli bir bi¢cimde resmetmek tizere dilin kullanilmasidir. Bununla birlikte tem-
sil anlam tireten bir kiiltiire ait bireylerin arasinda aligveris yapilan siirecin temelini olug-
turmaktadir (Hall, 2017 5.23). Temsil; i) bir seyi temsil etmek onu agiklamak ya da tasvir
etmek zihinde canlandirmak ii) simgelemek, amaglamak bir model olusturmak, yerini al-
mak anlamlarina gelmektedir (Hall, 2017 s.24). Filmler toplumsal yasamin sdylemlerini
(bigim, figiir ve temsillerini) sifreleyerek sinemasal anlatilar biciminde aktarirlar. Ortami-
nin disinda yatan bir gercekligi yansitan araclar olmak yerine, farkli séylemsel diizlemler
arasinda bir aktarim gerceklestirirler. Bu yolla sinemanin kendisi de toplumsal gercekligi
inga eden kiiltiirel temsiller sisteminin biitiinliigii i¢indeki yerini alir. Temsiller, icinde yer
alinan kiiltiirden de devralinir ve igsellestirilerek benligin bir pargast haline getirilir. I¢sel-
lestirilen bu temsil benligi, s6z konusu kiiltiirel temsillerde ickin olan degerleri de benim-
seyecek sekilde yogurur. Bu nedenle, bir kiiltiire egemen olan temsiller aslinda can alict
politik 6nem tagirlar (Ryan ve Kellner, 2010, 5.35-37).

Goécmen Sinemasi

Goégmen sinemasi yakin bir déneme kadar ulus sinemasinin catist altinda degerlendi-
rilmistir. Benedict Anderson’'un “Hayali Cemaatler” (1983) kitabinda ulusu a¢iklamast,
Andrew Higson'un “Ulusal Sinema Kavrami” (1989) makalesinin tartigiimasi ve film ¢a-
lismalarinda goriiniirliik kazanmasiyla birlikte 90’lt yillardan, 2000’lere kadar ulusdtesi
sinema, gocmen sinema gibi kavramlar ulusal sinemadan ayri degerlendirilmeye baglan-
migtir (Yaren, 2007, s.4). Berghahn diasporik ailenin temsilini temel alan filmlerin bir
diasporik ya da ¢ogulcu kiiltiire mensup bir yonetmen tarafindan ¢ekilmesine bakilmak-

sizin diaspora sinemasi olarak kabul edilecegini belirtmektedir (Berghahn, 2011, s.131).

Avrupada gé¢men ve diaspora sinemacilarin gégiin etkisinde kaldig1 tarugmasinda
Berghahn ve Sternberg, birinci kusak gd¢men sinemacilarin go¢ hareketinin 6nemli bir
parcasini olusturdugunu, refah seviyesini arturmak ve yasam kosullarint iyilestirmek ama-
cryla gog ettigini vurgular. Diasporik film yapimcilari, bir tilkede dogmus ya da o tilkeye
goc etmis ve genellikle ikinci ve daha sonraki kusaktan olmaktadir. Bunula birlikte di-
aspora sinemacilar diaspora toplulugunda aile ve sosyal gevreleri araciligiyla aile gelenek-
leri, kiiltiirel ve geleneksel pratikler ve dil yoluyla ailelerinin ya da diasporanin gog etme
tarihiyle yakindan ilgilidir. Ayrimla birlikte go¢ eden ilk kusak ile ikinci kusagin yasadig:
deneyimler birbirinden ayrigmaktadir. Fakat sinema sektdriinde diaspora sinemasini, gog-
men ve diasporaya dahil olan sinemacilar ¢aligmalarinda yer vermeyecegi gibi goc ve di-
asporanin bir parcast olmayan sinemacilar go¢ olgusu ve kimlik temsiliyetine dayali film-

ler tiretmistir (Berghahn ve Sternberg, 2010, 5.16).
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Farkli kategoriler i¢inde degerlendirilen gog tiirleri gibi gd¢ olgusu da sinemada fark-
li bicimlerde degerlendirilmektedir. Gé¢men filmleri aragtirmacilar tarafindan farkls kav-
ramlarla ele alinmistir. Grassilli (2008), gégmen filmlerinin “Ugiincii sinema” ile benzer
ozellikleri tagidigini, Trifonova (2018) ise ulusal sinema tarafindan tiretilen “Ameri-
kan—Avrupa—Ugﬁncﬁ Sinema’dan farklilik gosterdigini ifade etmektedir (Grassilli, 2008;
Trifonova, 2018, Akt, Ozkogak, 2019).

Diaspora sinemast akademik caligmalarda énemli bir yere sahiptir. Ulusétesi sinema
Bergfelder (2005) ve digerleri, kozmopolit ulusétesi sinema Hjort (2010), aksanli sinema
Naficy (2001), kiiltiirleraras: sinema Marks (2000), postkolonyal melez Shohat ve Stam
(1994), yer degistirme sinemast Ghosh ve Sarkar (1995-1996), cifte doluluk Elsaesser
(2005) tarafindan, gd¢men ve diaspora sinemast arasindaki farklar ise Berghahn ve Stern-
berg (2010) tarafindan ¢alistlmigtir (Berghahn & Sternberg, 2010).

Ella Shohat, Robert Stam ve Hamid Naficy ise gd¢men sineman: “ligiincii diinyali
kimligi” {izerine inga etmistir. Shohat ve Stam goniillii ya da zoraki yapilan go¢lerin icin-
den ¢ikan ve “Ugiincii Diinyali” olarak adlandirilan sinemacilarin “Birinci Diinya” konu-
mu igerisinde diasporik bir “Ugiincii Diinya Sinemasi” olusturdugunu savunmak (Yaren,
2007, s.55). Hamid Naficy siirgiinii “evden ayrilmay1 kapsayan bir olus siireci, bir sinirda

olma hali ve arada kalma dénemi” olarak tanimlamaktadir (Santo, 2005, s.28).

Berghahn ve Sternberg’e gore géemen ve diaspora filmlerinin kategorizasyonunda
film yapimeisi ve ydnetmenin milliyeti ve etnik kokeni yoktur. Ayrima gore gécmen di-
aspora yapimcilari ve yonetmenleri Avrupa sinemasina tema, karakter, perspektif ve tarz
gelistirerek yanlis temsil edilmeye ihtimallerini azaltmayr amaglamamaktadir (Berghahn
ve Sternberg, 2010, 5.17).

Aksanh Sinema

Goégmen sinemasini “Aksanli Sinema” olarak adlandirilan Naficy Bau iilkelerinde gd¢men
sinemacilart iki grupta degerlendirmektedir (i) 1950’li yillarin sonlarindan 1970’li yilla-
rin ortasina kadar olan donemdeki grup (ii) 1980 ve 1990’11 yillar arasinda ortaya ¢ikan
siyasi olaylar ve toplumsal degisimlerden sonra ortaya gikan grup. Ikinci grup sosyalizm
ve komiinizmin basarisizlig1 sonucu ortaya ¢ikmistir. Kiiresel ekonominin ortaya cikist,
teknolojik gelismeler, Bat1 tilkelerinin degisen goc politikalari, ulus devletin parcalanmasi
yeni bir gd¢men sinemact kimliginin ortaya ¢ikmasinda énemli bir rol oynamugtir (Nafi-
oy, 2001, 5.10-11).

Hamid Naficy’e gore aksanli sinemay: olusturan ii¢ film tiirii: siirgiin, diasporik ve
etniktir. Bu ayrim zor degildir ¢linkii az sayida film bu kategoriye girerken filmlerin ¢o-
gunlugu bu ¢ tiriin niteliklerini tagtmaktadir (Naficy, 2001, s.11). Siirgiin sinemaci-
lart vatanindan zorlama ile siiriilmiis ya da kendi talebiyle gd¢ etmis kisi ya da grupla-

r1 ifade etmektedir. Siirgiin sinemacilart hem arkalarinda birakuklart vatanlari hem de
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ikamet ettikleri tilke ile stkinali bir iliski devam ettirirler. (Naficy, 2001; Ake. Likeor,
2022, 5.38).

Naficy’nin “aksanli sinema” olarak adlandirdig; tiretim sekline gére sinema toplumsal
tiretimle iligkilidir. Aksanli sinemayla siirgiin ve diaspora sinemastyla birlikte tiim gé¢men
sinemalarina isaret etmektedir. Naficy nin tanimlamasiyla ifade ettigi “liretim, dagitim ve
tiiketim” tiggeninde kendisini gdsteren “kolektif sinema” niteligidir. Sinema toplumsal

tiretim siirecleriyle paralellik gostermektedir (Yaren, 2007, 5.86).

Naficy (2001) aksanli sinemay1 bagimsiz bir tiretim stili, bireysel, ti¢lincii sinema go¢
ya da siirgiine dahil olarak tanimlamaktadir. Aksanli sinema igerik itibariyle “gorsel ve
isitsel, parcali, devamliligi olmayan, ¢ok boyutlu, ¢ok dilli” bir yapiya sahiptir. Aksanli si-
nemanin en énemli dzelligi, filmin ¢ok dil barindirmasi ve bunun hem film icerigi hem
de filmin yapim siirecinde apagik gozlemlenebilir olmasidir. Bu nedenle bir filmin yapim
siirecinde ya da dagitim asamasinda ydnetmenin yasadigi sorunlar, ydnetmenlerin film
sayisinin azliginda goriinebilmektedir. Ekonomik kosullar diaspora sinemasinin en agik
gostergelerindendir. Diaspora sinemasinin finansal durumunu diaspora toplulugundan
ve kamu kurumlarindan gelen destekler tayin etmektedir. Bu nedenle filmin yonetmeni
hem senarist hem de oyuncu olarak filmde yer alabilmektedir. Bununla birlikte diaspora
sinemacisi etnik sinemact olarak onayladigi i¢in dar bir seyirci kitlesine sahip olmaktadir
(Yaren, 2007, 5.88).

Naficy (2001) postmodern sonrasi aksana sahip sinemacilarin “marjinal kimliklerin-
den” styrilarak sz hakk: kazandiklarini ve temsil aygitlarini elde etme yoniinde cesur
adimlar attiklarini savunmakeadir. Ulusal sinema perspektifi, gogmen sinemasini “mar-
jinal muhalif bir kimlige” sigdirilmakeadir. Ancak go¢men sinemasinin siliklestigi, ikin-
ci ve tigiincii kusak gdgmen sinemacilarin entegre olmast nedeniyle go¢men vurgusunun
geride kalacagi ve gd¢menlik temasinin sinemadan uzaklasacag: ihtimali bulunmakeadir
(Naficy, 2001; Yaren, 2007).

Diaspora topluluklari vatanlari ya da ev sahibi iilkenin dénemsel olarak artis goste-
ren diigmanligryla, uzun siireli bir etnik biling duygusuna sahiptirler. Etnik kimlikleri,
ana vatanlariyla yakin ve dikey iliskiyi gerektiren siirgiinlerin tam tersine diasporik biling
gelistirmis, yatay ve ¢ok yonliidiir. Diaspora topluluklarinin baglantlar: sadece ana va-
tanlari degil diger topluluklari da icermektedir. Bu nedenle diaspora topluluklarinda ¢ok
yonliiliik, cokkiiltiirliiliik, melezlik kiiltiirii hakimdir. Siirgiin ve diaspora arasindaki fark,
filmleri de bu yonde bir farklilagmaya itmektedir. Diaspora sinemacilari, siirgiin sinema-
cilarina gore tek bir iilkeye yatirim yapma, vatanini ve halkini temsil etme gorevine daha
az oranda egilimlidir. Diaspora filmleri ¢okluk ve ¢okkiiltiirliiliik vurgusu tagimakeadir
(Naficy, 2001, s.14).

Aksanli sinemada yapimct ve yonetmenler film kariyerleri boyunca kendi kimlikleri-

nin ve ana vatanlarinin etrafinda bir film yapmakla birlikte diger tiir filmleri de ¢ekerek
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kariyerlerine devam ederler. Aksanli sinemacilarin marjinallik ve farklilik egilimleri daha
yiiksektir. Bu farklilik, aksanli film yapimcilarinin bir gruba ya da bir harekete déniisme-
sini engellemektedir. Siirgiin, diaspora ve etnik topluluklardaki sinemacilarin kendilerini
yonetici tabaka ve ideolojilerden ayiran kolektif bir kimligi devam ettirebilmek i¢in sem-

bolik bir sinir iizerinde durdugunun aluni gizer (Naficy, 2001, s.11-15).

Filmler pek ¢ok farkli unsurun bir araya gelmesiyle olusur ve icinde tiretildigi kiiltii-
re dair énemli ayrinalar sunar. Bu nedenle filmler iiretildigi mekdn, konusulan dil, ka-
rakter yapist ve hikdyenin meydana geldigi yer gibi fakedrler dikkate alindiginda temsi-
li ifade eden birgok 6geyi karsiladigr ve kiiltiirii temsil etmede énemli bir rol oynadig:

goriilmektedir.

Bir filmdeki temsiller filmin hangi dénemde tiretildigi, tiretim siirecindeki sartlari
ve filmin ait oldugu tilkeden bagimsiz degildir. Film yapimcilar: bir filmi, tiretildigi do-
nemin kosullarinin disinda tutamazlar. Bu nedenle bir filmdeki temsil tesadiif degildir.
Filmin ait oldugu dénem ve dénemin mevcut kosullarinin kiiltiir vasitastyla agiklamast,
yorumlamasi temsili olusturmaktadir. Temsil bu tiretim siirecinde oldugu gibi onun ali-
cisinin da eslik etmesi gereken bir aciklama siirecidir. Bir filmin seyircisi i¢inde yasadig:
toplumda kazandig1 deneyimlerden ve kisisel deneyimlerden yola cikarak belirli bir de-
gerlendirme yapmaktadir (Cerrahoglu, 2019, s. 523). Hall’e gére sinema diasporik kimlik
icin her zaman ¢ok 6nemli bir ara¢ olmustur ¢iinkii sinema mevcut durumu yansitan bir
ayna degil, yeni bir sey iiretilebilen, olusturabilen bir temsil bi¢cimidir. Bu sayede sinema
neyin konusulacaginin farkina varilmasini saglamaktadir (Hall, 2015, 5.151). Orgiitlii bir
diaspora olmayan Tiirk diasporasi sinemacilari Almanyada 6nemli bir bagart yakalamus ve
kendilerini ifade etme imkani bulmustur (Yaren, 2007, 5.93).

Turk-Alman Sinemasi ve Gé¢cmen Temsili

Almanya’nin 6nemli bir toplumsal ger¢ekligini olusturan gég olgusu, Alman sinemasinda
onemli bir yer edinmistir (Asutay ve Bacaksiz, 2021, 5.2). 1980’lerde diaspora edebiyat-
nin giiclenmesi ve toplum tarafindan kabul gérmesi Almanyadaki gogmen sinemast igin
motivasyon kaynagi olmustur. Ecnik farkliliklara dayali sorunlar: ele alan filmler, kamu
hizmeti yapan yayin sirketlerinden destek alarak bélgesel veya federal fonlarin prodiiksi-
yon siibvanseleri saglayacak bir ortamin olusturulmasina katki saglamistir (Burns, 2007a,
$.362). 1980’li yillarin filmleri incelendiginde Alman toplumunda ¢okkiiltiirliiliigiin vur-
gulandig: goriilmekeedir (Kaes, 2003, 5.705-706).

Avrupa gocmen sinemast incelendiginde gelismis tilkelere gerceklesen emek gocii-
niin énemli bir ¢ogunlugunun Tiirkiye kokenli bireyler olusmasi ile birlikte emek go-
¢liniin tigte ikisinin Almanya’ya gerceklesmesi ve buradaki gégmenlerin sinema alanin-
da yapug: calismalar Alman sinemasina katki saglamigtir. Gé¢menlikle dogrudan iliskisi
olan sinemacilar ve onlarin iirettigi film caligmalari go¢men sinemasi, melez sinema ya da

kendi kimligini isaret eden bir “kimlik sinemast” (Siyah-Britanyali, Tiirk-Alman) olarak
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tanimlanmakeadir (Yaren, 2007, s.152). Bu ¢alisma da ayirt edici olmast bakimindan Al-

manyadaki go¢cmen sinemasi Tiirk-Alman sinemasi olarak kullanilmigtir.

Tiirk-Alman sinemast Cokuluslu Edebiyat ve Sanat Dernegi (Polynational Literatu-
re and Art Association) ve Stidwind’in Almanyada gégmen kiiltiiriinii yaymaya ydnelik
girisimleri sonucu ortaya ¢ikmustir (Burns, 2007b, s.3). Filmlerde Tiirk gé¢menlerin en-
tegrasyonda yasadigi zorluklar, memleket 6zlemi, farkli dilden kaynaklanan iletigim prob-
lemleri gibi konularin ele alindig1 goriilmektedir. Bununla birlikte farkls iki kiiltiiriin bir
araya gelmesiyle olusan “kiiltiirel catisma” da bu temalarin arasinda yer almaktadir (Asu-
tay ve Bacaksiz, 2021, 5.3).

1970 ve 1980’li yillarda edebiyat alaninda orta ¢ikan iki tema yogunluklu olarak mi-
safir is¢i deneyimlerinin “toplumsal ve maddi ger¢ekligi” olmustur. Gégmen yazilari ay-
rimcilik, sosyal dislanma, iki kiiltiiriin arasinda yasama sorunlarini ele almakeadir (Burns,
20074, 5.359). Isci olarak gog eden heniiz yerlesik olmayan Tiirklerin kalict olup olmaya-
cag1 bilinmedigi ve Tiirklerin misafir is¢i kabul edildigi donem, gé¢menlerin Alman si-
nemasinda ilk kez yer almaya bagladigi dénem (1960-1980) olarak kabul edilir (Yaren,
2007, s.155). Sinema aragtirmacist Knut Hickethier Almanyada géciin sinemadaki tem-
silini dort kategoride degerlendirmektedir;

(i) “Topluma tehdit olugturan yabanci”, yabancilik kavramina yonelik 6n
yargty1 artirmay1 amaglamaktadir.

(ii) “Yabancinin toplumdaki statiisii” gdgmenlerin yabanci olduklari top-
lum tarafindan diglanma ve ayrimciliga ugrama potansiyeline sahiptir.

(iii) “Toplumun yabanciya karst bir tehdit olacag” diisiincesi yabanci bi-
reylerin toplumda magdur konumunda yer alarak toplumun empati
kurmasint amaglamaktadir.

(iv) “Yabancinin bir komedi 6gesi olarak var olmast” yabancinin davranig
ve kiiltiirel kimligiyle bir komedi unsuru olarak sunulmasi yabancinin
toplum igin bir tehdit olmadig: diistincesini yansitmayi amaglamakta-
dir (Asutay & Bacaksiz, 2021, 5.2-3).

Franz Antel tarafindan yonetilen 1965 yapimi “Ruf der Walder” (Ormanin Cagrisi)
yabanci nefreti, Iranli yonetmen Sohrab Shahid Sales tarafindan yonetilen 1974 yapimi
“Korku Rubu Kemirir” gogmenlere yonelik on yargilari, 1974 yapimi “In der Fremde”
(Yurtdisp) Tiirk gdgmenlerin uyum problemlerini, Helma Sanders-Brahms tarafindan yé-
netilen 1975 yapimi “Sirin'in Diigiinii” (Shirins Hochzeit), Tevfik Bager tarafindan ydne-
tilen 1986 yapimi “40 metrekare Almanya” (40 qm Deutschland) ve 1990 yapim1 “Elve-
da Yabaner” goemen kadin magduriyeti, Serif Goren tarafindan yonetilen “Almanya Act
Vatan” (1979) gog ve entegrasyon celiskileri, Ismet Elgi'nin “Kismer Kismer” (1987) fil-

mi gd¢men ve sug iliskisi, Hark Bohm tarafindan yonetilen 1988 yapimu “Yasemin” “Bau
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modernligj ile Tiirk geleneginin ¢atigmasit (Burns, 2007a)”, Tevfik Bager’in 1988 yapimu
“Sahte Cennete Veda” (Abschied vom falschen Paradies) 6n yargi ve zenofobi, Serif Go-
ren’in “Polizei” (1988) Almanyada giindelik yasam, Ismet El¢i’nin ikinci uzun metrajls
filmi 1990 yapimu “Diigiin” (Die Heirat) Tiirk gelenegi, 1991 yapimi “Happy Birthday

Tiirke” entegrasyon ve gdgmenlere yonelik ayrimcilik konulart tizerine odaklanmaktadir.

1990’11 yillara gelindiginde misafir iscilerin yerlesik hale gelmesiyle, kamusal tartisma-
lardaki “su¢lu, sug isleme egilimli gogmen” arketipi sinemada yeniden iiretilmistir. Ancak
bu arketibin sinemada yerlesik hale gelmesine neden olmasi, ticari bir kaygt ile yapilmast
ve getto merkezli erkeklerin egemen oldugu bir diinya sunmasi nedeniyle elestirilmigtir
(Yaren, 2007, s.183). Sinan Cetin’in 1993 yapimi “Berlin in Berlin” filmi Tiirk-Alman
sinemast i¢in melezligin bir baglangicidir (Goktiirk, 2000, s.5). “Berlin in Berlin” filmi
Alman elestirmenlere gore farkli kiiltiirler konumlara isaret etme potansiyeli tasimakradir
(Burns, 2007b, s.11). 1990’larin sonlarindan itibaren Tiirk-Alman sinemasinda ¢okkiil-
tiirlii bir yap: gériiniir olmaya baglamistir. Bununla birlikte “kiiltiirel kimlik” problemle-
rini inceleyen bir¢ok film ilgi ¢ekmis ve yonetmen Thomas Arslan’in “Geschwister — Kar-
desler” (1997), Fatih Akin’in “Kurz und Schmerzlos” (2003) filmleri 6diil kazanmustir.
Tiirk-Alman sinemasinda 1998’den itibaren 6nemli adimlar atilmistir. Sinema “temsil so-
rumlulugundan ve sinirlamalardan” arinmus ve yerlesik olan yeni sinemacilar ortaya ¢ik-
mustir (Goktiirk, 2003, 5.190).

1990’1 yillarda kiiresellesme ile meydana gelen siyasi ve toplumsal degisim Tiirk- Al-
man sinemasina yansimigtir. Soguk savagin sona ermesi, neoliberal ekonomi politikalarin
yayginlasmast, giivencesizligin hakim olmast ve 11 Eyliil saldiriyla birlikte toplumsal alan-
da radikal déniisiim meydana gelmistir. Kiiresellesme ile diinyaya yayilan istikrasizlik ve
giivensizlik Almanyada g¢men siyasetine olumsuz yansimigtir. Cokkiiltiirliiliigiin ve goc-
men entegrasyonuna dair basarisizliga olan dngoriilerin sikga dile getirilmesi sorumlulugu
gocmenlerin tizerine birakmigtir. Almanyada hem sol hem de sag kesim tarafindan kabul
edilen “entegrasyon” Tiirk — Alman filmlerinin de aufta buldugu bir politika olmustur.
Tiirk- Alman sinemasinda meydana gelen degisim Deniz Gékeiirk'iin yazdig: “Turkish
Delight-German Fright' (Tiirk lokumu, Alman korkusu) isimli makale ile baglamistir.
Klise unsurlar elegtiren Deniz Goktiirk'iin baglattig bu tartgma ¢okkkiiltiirliilik, melez-

lik, entegrasyon gibi kavramlarin éne ¢ikmasinda etkili olmugtur (Naiboglu, 2018, s.4).

Goé¢men sinemast ilk donemlerinde “gérev sinemasi” olarak nitelendirilen yapimlar
ctkarmis ve goemenlerin “temsil sorumluluguna” odaklanmigtir (Mercer, 1990; Gokeiirk,
2000). Bu nedenle bu dénemde beyaz perdede gocmenlere dair filmler “kargilama déne-
mi” olarak kabul edilir (Yaren, 2007, s.155). Burns'e gore 2000 yilindan sonra iiretilen
gocmen filmlerde yer alan sterotiplerin bastan sona degismesi, “kimlik disavurumlari-
nin” alayli bir dille islenmesi gibi meydana gelen degisim Almanyada gé¢menlik konu-
sunun 6nemini kaybetmesiyle ayirt edilebilir (Burns, 2007b, s.2). Her iki dénemde de

gocmen ya magdur roliinde olmustur ya da su¢lu konumundadir. Her iki kosulda da
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“aksanli sinemanin” aksanli yoniiniin 6nemini kaybettigi ve yerini daha marjinal sayilabi-
lecek alanlarin aldigt séylenebilir (Yaren, 2007, s.184).

Bulgular

Almanya’ya Hos Geldiniz (Willkommen in Deutschland,
Yasemin Samdereli, 2011)

Filmin Konusu

Anadolu’nun bir kéyiinde yasayan Hiiseyin Yilmaz, kdy agasinin kizini ister ancak geliri-
nin disitk olmast sebebiyle reddedilince Hiiseyin, Fatma'yr kagirir. Kdyde bir odali evde
ciftin zorlagan kosullari ve gelirlerini artirma ¢abalari sonucunda Hiiseyin Almanya’ya isci
olarak gider. Bellevue sarayinda bir milyon numarali go¢men isci olarak karsilanan Hiise-
yin uzun bir aradan sonra memleketini ziyarete gittiginde ise gocuklari kendisini tanima-
dig1 gibi okulda basarisiz olduklart gergegiyle yiizlesir. Bunun iizerine Hiiseyin ailesini de

yanina alarak Almanyada yerlesik go¢cmen konumuna gelir.

Tablo 1. Almanya’ya Hosgeldiniz (Willkommen in Deutschland) Filmi “Sogan Kabugu”

Analizi
Kahramanlar Ritlieller Semboller Degerler
-Huseyin Yiimaz -Yemek masasinda -Uzun yemek masasi -Aile
-Fatma Yilmaz toplanma -Tark kahvaltisi -Din
-Veli -Yemek masasinda bir | -Cigekli masa ortusi -Anavatan
-Muhammed arada olmak -Arapga metinler yazili | -Etnik kdken
-Leyla -Yolculuk valizine yerles- | duvar gergevesi -Turkge konusmak
-Canan tirilen Alman cikolatalari/ | -Yesil zeytin -Kimlik
-Ali gidalar - K8y manzarali Fatma
-Cenk - Aile degerlerini ve ve Huseyin'in fotograf
-Gabi kultdr hakkindaki konus- | gergevesi
malarin Tirkge olmasi -Alman pasaportu
-Baba otoritesi ve son -Uzun yol araci
karari babanin vermesi | -Ezan sesi
-Simitgi-Kebapgi
-Kap1 ve tek duvardan
olusan arsa
-Yalniz mezarhk
Kahraman/Kigi Analizi

Hiiseyin Yilmaz: Alman vatandasligt kazanmayla ilgili endiseleri olan Hiiseyin kékenine
ve dogdugu topraklara go¢ etme siiresinden bagimsiz olarak baglidir. Geride birakug yil-
lara ragmen esinin ve kendisinin degisecegi ve Alman kiiltiiriiniin bir parcast olacaginin

endisesini tasimaktadir.

Fatma Yilmaz: Gog sirasinda yasadigi zorluklar, entegrasyon ve geride birakug yillarin

ardindan Almanyada yasamaya uyum saglamis, cocuklartyla mutlu bir annedir.
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Leyla: Erkek kardeglerinin arasinda tek kiz olan Leyla ¢ocuk yaslarda geldigi Almanyada
hakim kiiltiire uyum saglamis ve kendisini Alman gibi hisseden bir bireydir. Farkinda
olmadan giindelik yasamin i¢inde ana vatanina ait gelenegi ve kiiltiirel degerleri devam

ettirmektedir.

Muhammed: Tiirkiyede dogan babasinin, ailesini yanina almastyla Almanya’ya yerlesen
Muhammed kardesi sayesinde uyum saglamakta zorluk ¢ekmez. Muhammed i¢in Alman-

ya disiplinli ve sagirtict bir diinyadir.

Veli: Tiirkiye'de dogan ve cocuklugundan beri kola bagimlisi olan Veli i¢in agabeyi Mu-

hammed sayesinde gociin etkileri ve entegrasyon siireci daha kolay gerceklesmistir.

Canan Yilmaz: Ugiincii kusak olan Canan Ingiliz erkek arkadast ile ailesinden gizli bir
birliktelik yagamaktadir. Canan her iki kiiltiire aittir ancak bu ¢oklu kimlik giindelik ya-

samin icinde catigmalara yol agmakradir.

Ali: Almanya dogumludur. Alman bir kadinla evlenen Ali Alman kiiltiiriine ait oldugunu
apagik gostermektedir. Hem her iki kiiltiirtin bir pargast hem de iki kiiltiire aidiyet kura-

madig1 i¢in tam ortasinda bir yerde durmakradir.

Gabi: Alman asilli olan Gabi Tiirk gelenekleri ve degerlerini yagatmaya calisan bir ailede
gelin konumundadir. Hatta Almanyada dogan Tiirk asilli esinden geleneklere ve ritiiellere

daha fazla uyum sagladig goriilmekeedir.

Cem: Alman anne ve Tiirk babaya sahip olan Cem, ¢ogunlugu Almanca olmak tizere iki
dilin de konuguldugu bir evde biiytimesine kargin hi¢ Tiirkce bilmedigi icin okulda Tiirk
olmamakla suglanir. Ana dilinde konugamamak, farkli etnik kékenden ebeveyne sahip ol-

mak yasadig kimlik krizini derinlestirmektedir.

Ug kusak ailesiyle bir arada olan Hiiseyin Yilmaz'in yemek masasinin kalabalik, gok ses-
li olmastyla birlikte ¢ocuklari, torunu ve gelini ile samimi bir iligki yiiriitmekeedir. Yar
Almanca yar Tiirk¢e'nin konusuldugu evde aile degerleri tizerine yapilan konugmalarin
Tiirkgeyle konusuldugu gozlenmektedir. Hiiseyin'in yasi ve Almanyada gecirdigi siire-
ye ragmen hala aile lideri statiisiinii korudugu ve bir baba figiirii olarak yetiskin olan
cocuklari tizerinde otorite kurdugu goriilmekeedir. Aile iiyelerinin giindelik yasamda ve
sosyal hayatta bireysel hareket etmelerine karsin son s6zii baba olarak Hiiseyin soylemek-
tir. Yolculuga ¢ikmadan énce tiim aile valizlerini Alman cikolatalari ve gida iiriinleriyle

doldurmaktadir.

Kéye gitmek iizere yolculuga ¢ikan aile tipk uzun, genis yemek masasinda bir araya geldi-
gi gibi biiyiik bir otobiisle yola ¢ikmaktadir. Yemek masasinda oturan Hiiseyin’in hemen

arkasindaki duvarda Arap¢a metinlerin yer aldig bir duvar cercevesi vardir. Hiiseyin’in ilk



254 T. Kogak

evlendigi donemde Fatma ile ¢ektirdigi fotograf yine evin bir kosesinde Hiiseyin’e gec-
mig yillari animsatmaktadir. Fatma'nin mutfagindaki cigekli yemek masasi ¢igek motifli
ortityle kaplidir ve yemek masasinda Hiiseyin, zeytinlerin rengi hakkinda tartismakeadir.
Tiirkiye'ye giris yaptiklart an kendilerini ezan sesi kargilamaktadir. Anadolu kéyiine yol-
culugu sirasinda simitci cocugu durdurarak simit almalari ve ailenin yolculuga ara vererek
kebapgida yine uzun bir masa etrafinda toplandigi gézlemlenmektedir. Uzun ve kalabalik

yemek masalarr aile birligini ve geldikleri kiiltiirii temsil etmekeedir.

Almanya’ya Hosgeldiniz filminde karakterlerin degerler diinyasinda birgok diasporik un-
surun yer aldigt gozlenmektedir. Hiiseyin'in aile tiyelerini bir masa etrafinda toplayarak
actklama yaparak baslamasi, aileyle birlikte hareket etmesi aile baglarinin kuvvetli ol-
dugunu gdstermektir. Cocuklart ve torunu bireysel olarak hareket etme egilimi gdsterse
de Hiiseyin ailesini bir arada tutmak i¢in otoriter bir durus gostermektedir. Hiiseyin ve
Fatma yalniz kaldiklarinda biitiiniiyle Tiirk¢e konusmaktadir ancak aile iiyeleri bir araya
geldiklerinde hem Almancanin hem de Tiirkgenin es zamanli konusuldugu goriilmekee-
dir. Ailenin hem ikinci kusak hem de tigiincii kusak bireyleri bireysellesme deneyimlerine
kargin temel hanelerini ebeveynlerinin evleri olarak gérmektedir. Bununla birlikte birey-
ler baba otoritesini ve babanin karar alarak son sézii séyleme hakkini kabul etmektedir.
Alman vatandagligi sebebiyle yabancilar mezarligina gémiilecek olmast degerleri tekrar
giindeme getirir. Bekaret kavraminin sembolik olarak bir anlam tasidig1 ve ana vatan dair
bir deger olmadig1 ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Almanyada 3 kusak boyunca ikamet etmekte olan
Fatma'nin Alman vatandaghginit almay: ¢ok istedigi ve esini vatandaglik i¢in ikna ettigi
goriilmektedir. Alman vatandast olmanin hem 1960’larda hem de 2000’lerden sonra hala
degerli oldugu goriillmektedir. Aile, Alman vatandagligindan $tiirii Hiiseyin'in Tiirkiye'de

yabancilar mezarligina gomiilmesine miisaade etmez.

Almanyaya isci gogliniin tarihsel arka planina yer veren ve tarihten gercek goriintiile-
rin eklendigi Almanya’ya Hosgeldiniz filminde Tiirk isci gocii ile ortaya ¢ikan problemler
kapsamli bir sekilde ele alinmis ve entegrasyon cergevesinde yasanan siirece detaylariyla
deginilmistir. Hofstede’e (2010) gore kiiltiir dogustan gelen degil sosyal ¢evre katilimiyla
ogrenilebilen kurallardir. Bir grubu ya da insani bir digerinden ayiran 6zellik icinde yasa-
dig1 kolektif program bir diger ifadeyle kiiltiirdiir. Hofstede, bireyin icinde yasadig: sosyal
cevreden kiiltiirii 6grendigini savunmaktadir (Hofstede, 2010, s.4). Torununun kimlik
sorusu iizerine go¢ hikayesini anlatan ve ana vatana yolculuk karari alan Hiiseyin geldigi

kiileiirti ve kiiltiire dair unsurlart aktarma misyonu tasidig1 goriilmekeedir.

Filmde entegrasyon siirecine iliskin sembollerin alafranga tuvalet, Isa peygamber fi-
glirlii hag, cam agaci, yilbast konseptli hediye paketleri, biyiksiz erkek, Almanca gibi
gostergeler olmasi, iki kiiltiir arasindaki farkliliktan dogan problemler ve ilk giden goc-

menlerin yasadig kiiltiir sokunu degerlendirmede agiklayict olmakeadir. Almanya’ya ilk
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gittikleri an kargilastiklar alafranga tuvalete kargt ailenin yasadigi sok, ana vatana don-
diiklerinde koydeki alaturka tuvalete karst yasanan sokla kendini tekrarlamaktadir. Bu-
nunla birlikee gociin beklentileri ve gd¢iin karsiladiklarina iliskin de ipucu sunmaktadir.
Alman toplumuna entegre olmus ve bireylerin neredeyse tamami vatandashgi kazanmug
bir ailenin i¢inde Hiiseyin'in kéklerinden kaynakli bir huzursuzluk yansimaktadir. Kimlik
filmin ana temasini olugturmakla birlikte degerler kategorisinde 6nemli bir yerde konum-
lanmakrtadir. Bireysellesmeye gecit vermeyen bir aile biitiinligiine sahiptir. Hiiseyin'in
davranigindan geleneklerine ve degerlerine halen bagli oldugu gorilmektedir. Ancak Al-
man erkek arkadasindan bebek bekleyen torunu Canan’a anlayisla yaklastg: goriilmek-
tedir. Ailesinin icinde en ¢ok ana vatan 6zlemi ¢eken kendisi olmasina ragmen torunu
Canan’in bebeginin babasinin Ingiliz olmasina sasirmasi ve “Alman olsayd1 bari” demesi,
Fatma'nin kdyiinde Hiiseyin'le evlenmeden 6nce ¢ocuk bekledigini agiklamasi, Tiirk ve
Alman kiiltiiriiniin esit bir zeminde olmasi entegrasyona iligkin bir bagari gdstergesi ola-
rak karsimiza ¢tkmaktadir. Alman pasaportunu yagaminin “garantorii” géren Fatma igin
bu pasaport, din ve kimlik meselesinde anlamin: yitirmektedir. Ancak Hiiseyin'in 6lii-
miiyle kimlik meselesi bir sorun olarak ortaya ¢iktuiginda yasanan kriz gelenegin, ritiiel-
lerin tekrar sorgulanmasina yol agar. Ug nesil boyunca Almanyada yasayan bireyler kim

olduklari tizerine diisiinmeye baslar.

Aynilik (Die Fremde, Feo Aladag, 2010)

Filmin konusu

Ayrnilik filmi gegimsizlik ve siddet nedeniyle kocasini birakip cocuguyla Almanyadaki ai-
lesinin yanina dénen Umay’in ¢ocugu ile birlikte yasama tutunma ve hayatindaki er-
keklerin, egemenligine karsi gelerek verdigi hayat miicadelesini konu almaktadir. Siddet
gordiigii esinden ikinci bir ¢ocuk diinyaya getirmek istemeyen Umay, kiirtajin hemen
ardindan kendisinin ve ¢ocugunun maruz kaldig: siddetten sonra kagarak Almanya’ya ai-
lesinin yanina gelir. Ailesi siirpriz bir ziyaret oldugunu diisiinse de Umay ¢ok ge¢meden

esine donemeyecegi soylediginde ailesi tarafindan siddete ugramaya baglar.

Tablo 2. Ayrilik (Die Fremde) filmi “Sogan Kabugu” Analizi

Kahramanlar | Ritiieller Semboller Degerler
-Umay -Uzun yemek masasin- |-TUm ailenin etrafinda -Evlenen bir kadinin
-Cem da maaile yenen alaba- | toplandidi uzun yemek | baba evine geri done-
-Kemal lik aksam yemegi masasl memesi
-Halime -Mevlit okutma -Muska (kolye) -Kocanin hem déviip
-Kader -Sezen Aksu sarkisinin hem sevebilir olmasi
-Rana ninni olarak séylenmesi -Ailede erkeklerin s6z
-Mehmet -Dugin soyleme ve karar verme
-Acar -Ailelerin iligkiler Gzerin- yetkisi
de karar verme yetkisi -Bekaret
-Evlilik-evli kalmak
-Namus-seref
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Kahraman/Kigi Analizi

Umay: Umay ailesinin onayladig: bir evliligi sonlandirmaya ¢aligan ve ailesinin benimse-
digi degerlere sahip olmayan bir karakterdir. Ancak koken aileye duydugu aidiyet, zarar
gormesine ragmen ailesini korumasina hatta Alman kiiltiiriiniin yapist igindeki kurumla-

ra karst ailesini savunmasina neden olmaktadir.

Kemal: Baskici ve esi Umay’in kendisinden habersiz attig1 her adim igin siddet uygulayan
bir koca ve ¢ocuguna siddet uygulayan bir babadur.

Kader (Baba): Geleneklerine ve degerlerine siki sikiya bagli olan Kader i¢in sosyal gevre-
sinde birakug: izlenim hayat kadar 6nemlidir. Bu nedenle hem esi hem de ¢ocuklarinin

hayatlari hakkinda énemli karar verme hakkina sahiptir.

Halime (Anne): Ailedeki erkeklerin kararlarini ve bu kararlari uygulamalarimi sessizce iz-

leyen ve onaylayan bir kisilige sahiptir. Iki erkek gocugu da aile meselelerinde kendisinden

daha fazla s6z hakkina sahiptir.

Mehmet: Sik sik soziinii kestigi babasini rol model olarak alan Mehmet kendisinden
yasca biiyiik ablasini dévmekte ve saygisizca konusmakeadir. Umay’in aile degerlerinden
uzak ve yalniz bir yasam kurmasini kabullenemezken Umay’in evi terk etmesi ve sosyal

hizmet kurumunun devreye girmesi 6tkesini daha da arurir.

Acar: Ablasinin evini terk ederek yanlarina yerlesmesi itibariyle ablasina saygili ve samimi

davranmaya calisan bir kardes olmustur.

Rana: Kendi ¢evresinden birini severek nigsanlanan ve ablast Umay’in yasadig1 ayrilik se-
bebiyle nisani bozulan Rana hem hamile olmas: hem de ablasindan farkli olarak kendi
kiiltiiriine ait olan niganlasinin otoritesi altinda yasamak istemesi nedeniyle aileden ayril-

mast fikrini desteklemektedir.

Rittieller

Hem Istanbul'da hem de Almanyada aile iiyeleri uzun yemek masasi etrafinda toplan-
maktadir. Her iki ailenin de kaidelere bagli oldugu ancak aile i¢i huzursuzluk ve mut-
suzluk sebebiyle yemek masasinda gecen siirenin tartisma ve siddetle gectigi goriilmek-
tedir. Rana'nin diigiiniin gerceklestigi mekan, ana vatandaki diigiin salonlarina ait izler
barindirmaktadir. Aile biiyiikleri bir araya gelerek cocuklarinin gelecekleri iizerinde séz
soyleme ve karar verme yetkisine sahiptir. Bununla birlikte ¢ocuklar, ailelerinin kararla-

rina itiraz etmek yerine yalnizca ailelerinin kararlarini degistirmelerini umut etmektedir.

Semboller
Umay’in annesi, i¢inde bulundugu duruma iyi gelecegini diisiinerek cevresindeki kadin-
lart gagirarak evinde Kur'an-1 Kerim okutur ve herkes dagildiktan sonra bir sifa sembo-

li olarak hazirlanan muskayr Umay’in boynuna takar. Umay annesinin sifalanmast icin
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taktig1 kolyeyi ogluna verir. Umay’in hem Istanbul'da kaldigt evde hem de Almanyada

ailesinin evindeki yemek masasi genis ve uzundur.

Filmde ana vatana ait bircok etnik degerin yer aldig1 tespit edilmis olup tére ve gelenekle-
rine bagliligin siirdiiriildiigii aile yapisinda evlenen bir kadinin aile evine geri dénmesi aile
onuruna zarar vermesi sebebiyle yasaktir. Aile kadinlarinin yagami hakkinda kararlar yas
kistast olmaksizin ailenin erkekleri tarafindan verilmektedir. Evlenmis bir kadinin evlilik
birligini siirdiirmesi, kocaya her kogulda itaat etmesi ve ailenin belirledigi sinirlarin digina

¢tkmamasi 6nemli degerlerdir.

Diasporada geleneklerini devam ettirmeye calisan aileyi anlatan bir dram filmi olan
“Die Fremde” egitim hayat yarim kalmug ve evlilik icinde yasadig1 siddete karst durma
cesareti gdsterebilen Umay’in namus, tore, aile, gelenek, gorenek, deger yargilari arasinda
stkisip kendini gergeklestirme cesaretiyle ogluyla birlikte yeni bir yasam kurma miicade-

lesine taniklik etmektedir.
Namus ve tore adetlerinin sinirlari, kadinlarin tizerinden gergeklesmektedir.

Umay hem eginin hem de kendi ailesinin evinde sistematik bir gekilde siddet gormek-
tedir. Esinden gordiigii siddet ve baskidan kacarak ailesinin yanina siginan Umay bu kez
hem baba ve erkek kardes siddeti hem de ailesinde ataerkil sistemin bir savunucu olarak
ailesindeki kadinlarla savasmak ve kararliligini ispatlamak zorunda kalir. Evlenmis ve ba-
basinin evinden ayrilmis bir kadinin esinden ayrilmak istemesinin aykirilik olarak kargi-
landig, kok ailesinin yaninda yasamak istese bile bir namussuz olarak tanimlandis bir
kiiltiirtin icinde Umay yeni bir hayat kurmaya ¢alismaktadir. Umay esinin dévmesiyle
olugan yara izlerini annesine gosterdiginde Halime, oglunun hatiri icin katlamaya devam
etmesi gerektigini sdyler. Nitekim Umay’in babasi Kader’e gore koca “hem doviip hem
de sevebilir”. Erkek arkadag: Stipe ile tanigmadan ¢ok 6nce Umay, ailesinden “namussuz”

damgas yer.

Aragturmact Nejma Monkachi gé¢men bireylerin gog olgusuna yonelik bir seyler
tiretme ve gd¢ deneyimlerini anlamlandirmalarinin énemli olduguna deginmektedir.
Monkachi’ye gore gogmen bireyler sahip oldugu eski ve yeni roller arasinda bir parca-
lanma yasamakta ve geldigi toplumun kiiltiirel kéklerine donmekle gog ettigi topluma
tutunmak, baglanma arasinda sikisarak icinde yasadig1 toplumda bir seyler iireterek ye-
niden kendisini gergeklestirmektedir (Monkachi, 2003 Ake: Ozkocak, 2019, s. 434).
Umay yeni bir hayat inga etmek i¢in aile ve kiiltiire karst hareket etse de kendini onla-
rin deger yargilari iizerinden konumlandirarak sug isledigini diisiinmekeedir. Bu nedenle
duydugu yaftalamalarin tiimiini igsellestirerek mensubu oldugu toplulukta kendini bu

sekilde tanimlamaya baglar. Ailesinin degerleriyle yeni bir yasama bagladiginin farkinda

degildir.
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Hofstede’e (2010) gore bireyin kisiligi, hi¢ kimse ile paylagilmasina ihtiya¢ duyma-
yan benzersiz ve kisisel olsa da giindelik yasamda gosterdigi korku, seving, mutluluk gibi
tepkiler icinde bulundugu kiiltiir tarafindan degistirilmektedir. Bu nedenle birey genleri
hem kalitsal olarak alinan 6zelliklere hem de i¢inde bulundugu gevre tarafindan aldigs 6g-
retilere dayanmaktadir (Hofstede, 2010, 5.4-9). Kiz kardesi Rana'nin Umay’in ayriligiyla
bozulan nisan: bekaret, namus ve seref yargilarini tekrar ailenin dniine getirir. Baba Rana
nisanlisiyla evlenmek istedigi iin evlilik digi hamile olmasint tartismaz. Bagl oldugu top-

luluk ve ¢ocugu arasinda sikigip kalan baba tereddiit etmeden toplulugunu seger.

Aile, kadinlar1 “erkege sahip olarak var olunabilecegine inanmaktadir. Hatta eglerin
ailelerinin hem evlilik éncesi hem de evlilik birligi icinde iligkileri hakkinda karar verme
yetkisinin bulundugu ve birbirilerini destekleyici kararlar aldigr gériilmektedir. Bu nok-
tada bireylerin cinsiyetleri arasinda bir farklilik gézetmeksizin karar alan ailelerin erkek
cocuklarina daha hassas yaklastig1 ve tolerans tanidig1 gozlenmektedir. Umay’in gelenekle
catigmast Alman toplumunda entegre olamamus bireylerin yasadigi uyum sorunlarina isa-
ret etmektedir. Alman polisi Umay’in bir telefonuyla gelip Umay’1 aile evinden kurtarir
ancak Umay, goniillii olarak kendisini reddeden ve zarar vermek isteyen ailesiyle goriis-
meye ¢alisarak ait oldugu topluma kabul edilmeyi ister. Sosyal hizmetin Umay’t koruma-
ya calismasi, Umay’in ise her seye ragmen kardeglerini ve ailesini korumak istemesi ve ug-

radig1 saldirilari sessiz kalarak értmesi diasporik bilince dair ipucu sunmaktadir.

Paramparga (Aus dem Nichts , Fatih Akin, 2017)

Filmin Konusu

Katja, Kiirt asilli Nuri Sekerci ile evlidir ve Rocco adinda bes yasinda bir erkek ¢ocuklar:
vardir. Evlilikleri ceza evinde gerceklesmistir ¢iinkii Nuri ge¢miste uyusturucu satmaktan
dore yil hapis yatmistir. Cocuklart olduktan sonra diizenli bir hayat kuran Nuri Sekerci,
Tiirk mahallesinde kendi danigmanlik sirketini kurmustur ve ucak bileti satisi ile tercii-
manlik yaparak para kazanmaktadir. Bir giin Alman asilli esi Katja Sekerci, arkadag: Birgit
ile bulusmak i¢in oglunu esinin ofisine birakir ve araciyla arkadaginin yanina gider. Katja
déndiigiinde Nuri'nin ofisinin 6niinde bomba patladigini goriir. Yapilan DNA testinden

sonra dlenlerin Katjanin oglu ve kocast Nuri oldugu anlagilir.

Tablo 3. Paramparca (Aus dem Nichts) filmi “Sogan Kabugu” Analizi

Kahramanlar Ritiieller Semboller Degerler
Nuri Sekerci -Hamam -Absalah Camii Tabelasi | -Aile

Katja Sekerci -Uyusturucu -Turk Mahallesi -Etnik kimlik
Danilo Fava -Kilisede cenaze -Nuri'nin ofisine ait -Ideolojiler
Birgit merasimi Turkge tabela -Din

Edda Mdller -Suyun igine dalarak -Bombali saldiri

Andre Moller intihar etmeye -Dévme

Jurgen Moller calismak -Kanli kivet
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Nuri Sekerci: Nuri Sekerci Agnostik olmasina ragmen uyusturucuyla olan ge¢misi, Kiirt
kokenli, gogmen statiisiinde olmast ve stili itibariyle medyada sunulan “kékten dinci

portresi” ¢izmektedir.

Katja Sekerci: Kendisini anne olarak tanimlamaktadir. Farkli etnik kékenden biriyle ev-
lenmesinin bir trajediyle tekrar tartigilmast Katja'nin hem kendi ailesi hem de esinin aile-
sinden bekledigi destegi gérememesine neden olur. Ailesini kaybetmenin acisi, suglulari-
nin bulunmamas ve esine yonelik suglamalar intiharin esigine getirirse de inatci kigiligine

tutunarak miicadeleye devam etmeye karar verir.

Danilo Fava: Sekerci ailesinin avukati ayni zamanda aile dostlaridir. Nuri ile gegmise da-
yali dostluklari nedeniyle isledigi suglart bilmektedir. Danilo’nun uyusturucuya olan ba-
gimhiligr Katja'nin da tekrar uyusturucu kullanmasina ve vekili oldugu davanin seyrinin

degismesine yol agar.

Edda Méller: Neo-Nazi iiyesi olan Yunanistan'da irk¢i Altin Safak partisindeki baglanti-
lara sahip Edda sakinligini koruyan, soguk kanl bir kisilige sahiptir.

Andre Méller: Nazilere duydugu hayranlik ve baglilik sebebiyle ailesi tarafindan diglan-

muigtir ve onlardan ayri yasamaktadir. Edda gibi final sahnesine kadar konugmaz.

Jiirgen Méller: Andre’nin babasidir. Oglunun Neo-Nazi hayranligindan dolay: oglundan
utan¢ duymakeadir.

Sauna kiiltiirii yaygin olan Almanyada Katja arkadas: ile Tiirklere ait hamama gittigi ve
bunu diizenli bir ritiiel olarak tekrarladigi goriilmekeedir. Uyusturucu kullananlarin Al-
man asilli Katja ve Danilo olmasina ragmen Nuri’'nin gé¢men ve Kiirt asillt kimligi mah-
kemece 6ne ¢ikarilarak Alman vatandaglarinin suglart da tizerine yikilmakeadir. Nuri ag-
nostiktir ancak éliimiinden sonra ailesi govdesinin parcalarini Tiirkiye'ye gotiirmek ve
cenaze toreni diizenlemek ister. Katja bunu kabul etmez ancak kocasinin ailesinin yapmak
istedigi gibi kendisi de agnostik olan cenaze merasimini kilise de diizenler. Her iki kiiltiir-
de de dini anlamda bir yere ait olmayan Nuri’yi kendi inanglarina gére defnetme ve son

yolculuguna ugurlama istegi goriilmekeedir.

Filmin baglangicinda yer alan Katja'nin caddede bulundugu noktada gériilebilen Absalah
camii bir Tiirk mahallesinde oldugunu isaret etmektedir. Nitekim Nuri’nin Tiirk mahalle-
si olarak anilan noktadaki ofisinin tabelast da Nuri’nin gé¢menlere hizmet verdigini gos-
termektedir. Gergeklesen teror eylemi Alman vatandagi tarafindan irk¢i duygularla yapil-

mugtir. Filmin baginda hamam sahnesinde Katja'nin heniiz iyilesmemis ddvmesi goziikiir.
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Ailesinin intikami i¢in savasmaya karar veren Katja tekrar dévme yaptirarak savagmaya

karar verir.

Aile ve etnik kimlik filmin iki 6nemli temasidir. Her iki kiiltiirde aile ve aile bireylerine
yaklagimdaki farkliliklar ile ortak unsurlar dikkat cekmekte, aile evlatlarinin kendi dini
inanglarina gore defnedilmesini istemekte ve bireylerin aile biiytikleriyle ¢atisma yasandig:
dikkat ¢cekmektedir. Film boyunca karakter birbirlerini ideolojileri ve etnik kimlikleriyle

tantmlamaktadir.

Aus dem Nichts Almanyada gocmenlerin yasadigt irkeilik, ayrimeilik, dtekilestirme
olgusunu, esinin kimligi sebebiyle go¢men olarak tanimlanan, toplum tarafindan digla-
nan ve adalet arayisi icinde olan bir Alman géziinden canlandirilmaktadir. Gégmen bir
aileye yapilan saldiri etrafinda geligen film esas olarak irk¢iligi ve gocmenlerin yasadig:
ayrimciligin arka planinda yasananlari ele almaktadir. Gégmenlere yapilan ayrimeilik ve

otekilestirme Alman vatandaslar tizerinden deneyimlenmekeedir.

Uyusturucuyla olan ge¢misleri Nuri-Katja Sekerci’nin kimliginin bir parcasi olmus-
tur. Go¢menlerin sugla iliskilendirildikleri ve gittikleri yerde yerlesik dahi olsalar yabanct
kabul edilmeleri egilimi dikkate alindiginda, uyusturucu kullananlarin Alman asilli Kac-
ja ve Danilo olmasina ragmen Nuri'nin gé¢men ve Kiirt asilli kimligi mahkemece one
ctkarilarak Alman vatandaslarinin suglart da tizerine yikildigr dikkat ¢cekmektedir. Nu-
ri’yi bombayla éldiirenleri tespit etmek amaciyla yapilan sorusturma da yine Nuri’nin
gecmisi ve kokeniyle iligkilendirilerek ¢dziimlenmeye caligilir. Sorusturmanin merkezini
uyusturucunun olusturmasi, gd¢menlerin damgalanma bicimleri {izerine nemli ipugla-

r1 sunmaktadir.

Yunanistan'da karavanda saklanan saniklar (André ve Edda Méller) kurtuluglart igin
ihtimaller tizerine tartisirken “o Tiirkii 6ldiirecegini” sdyler ancak Katja Alman asillidir.
Nuri’nin Tiirkiyeden gelen Kiirk kokenli biri olmast onun polisler tarafindan Miisliiman
kimlige sahip oldugu i¢in 8ldiiriilebilecegi ihtimalini giiglendirmektedir. Katja esinin ag-
nostik oldugu ve uyusturucu satmadigina ikna etmeye caligsa da polis sorusturmada uyus-

turucuya yogunlasir.

Katja ailesinin éliimiiniin ardindan biitiiniiyle gd¢men kiyafeti giymis Alman gibidir.
Mahkeme de Neo-Nazi iiyesi olan saniklarin avukatinin kendisine bakisi, vatanina ihanet
etmis bir izlenim yaratmakea, yanlis bir yolda ilerledigine isaret etmektedir. Hikaye sii-
recinde karakterler birbirilerini sahip olduklar: ideoloji ve etnik kimligiyle tanimlamakla
birlikte, esini 6ldiiren Edda ve Andre Méller de Katja'yr Tiirk ve go¢men olarak tanim-
lamaktadir. Bir gd¢menle evli olmasi Katjanin resmi makamlardaki séziinti itibarsizlag-
tirmakeadir. André Méller'in babast mahkeme sonunda Katja'ya suclu olduklarini séy-

ler. Ancak mahkeme bombanin yapildigi kémiirliige giren iigiincii kisinin bulunamadig
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gerekgesiyle saniklart ceza almadan serbest birakmast tizerine Katja ¢oztimii adaleti kendi
saglayarak bulacagi kanaatine varir. Gé¢menlerin marjinal, su¢ islemeye egilimli olarak
tanimlandig bir yerde yalnizca azinlik gruplarin degil, Alman vatandasinin da radikal ey-

lem yapabilecegine dikkat cekmektedir.

Filmlerdeki Ortak Diasporik Ogeler ve Degerler

Willkommen in Deutschland (Almanyaya Hoggeldiniz) ve Die Fremde (Ayrilzk) filmle-
rinde bircok ortak 6ge bulunmakreadir. K8y evine ziyaret, bekaret, evlilik digt hamile ol-
mak, babanin aile reisi olmasi, kadinlarin kiiltiire aykiri olan eylemlerini babalarindan
gizlemeleri, ailenin en kiiciik {iyesine ana vatana dair gelenekleri, ritiielleri, degerleri an-
latmak, 6gretmek ortak diasporik gelerdir. Her iki filmde de ana vatana yolculuk ger-
ceklesmekte, kiiciik bir cocugun diinyasindan ev sahibi iilkede, ana vatana ait degerlerin
uygulamalarina yer verilmekte, aile tiyesi geng kiz, evlilik digt bir hamilelik yasadigin:
aglayarak annesine aciklamaktadir. Bununla birlikte her iki filmde de ailedeki annelerin
bekaretini kaybeden kizina verdigi tepki bir hayal kirtklig1 ve saskinlik olmugtur. Ancak
bekaret kavrami bir krize yol agmadan ¢oziilmektedir. Almanya’ya Hosgeldiniz filminde
Fatma, 1960’l1 yillarda Anadolu’'nun bir kdyiinde esi kagirdiktan sonra benzer bir du-
rum yasadigini kizina anlatarak, torununu korumaya caligir. Ayrilik filminde ise baba
Kader, nisan: atilan kizinin hamile oldugunu 6grendiginde erkek tarafiyla anlagarak du-
rumu ¢dziimlemeye calisir. Filmlerde evlenmeden 6nce yasanan cinsel birliktelik ve ka-
dinlarin hamile olmast Tiirk-Alman kiiltiiriinde ortak bir unsur olarak sunulmas dikkat

cekmektedir.

Berghahn’a gore Almanyada gégmen yonetmenlerin, film yapimecilarinin sinemada
goriiniirlitk kazanmas etnik cesitlilik ve ok kiiltiirliiliigiin temsiline de ilgi duyulmasi-
ni saglamustir (Berghahn, 2011:131). Ugiincii kusak gégmen yonetmen olan Fatih Akin
filmlerinde evrensel kabul edilebilecek temalari ele alarak diaspora sinemasinda gergekle-
sen doniisiimiin énciilerinden kabul edilmistir. Filmlerini ¢ift dil, cift kimlik ve ift kiil-

tiir tizerine insa ederek melez bir sinema sunmustur.

Stuart Hall diaspora kimliginin, déniisiimle kendini siirekli yeniden tireten kimligi
ifade ettigini vurgulamaktadir. Hall’a gére diasporadaki deneyim 6z ve saflikla degil he-
terojenligi saglayan coklugun ve cesitliligin olmastyla tanimlanabilir. Farklilarla ayrisarak
bir arada olan degil farkliliklarla yasayan “kimlik” farkindaligryla ve melezlikle miimkiin-
diir (Hall, 2015:134). Aus dem Nichts filmindeki 6geler incelendiginde hikiyede Fatih
Akin'in her iki kiiltiiriin ortak ozelliklerini bir zeminde bulusturdugu gézitkmektedir.
Filmde aile, etnik kiken, cenaze merasimi, hamam kiiltiirii, aile biiyiikleriyle catisma her

iki kiiltiiriin ortak nokrtalarini olusturmaktadir.
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Filmler sadece kiiltiire ait unsurlart yansitmakla kalmaz ayni zamanda toplumsal yasama
dair unsurlar1 bir biitiin olarak ele almaktadir. Bir filmde bir toplulugun, kiiltiiriine, gele-
neklerine, aile yapisina, yeme-igme kiiltiiriine ve inanglarina dair bir¢ok sey kurgusal bir
hik4yenin icinde yer almaktadir. Bu nedenle filmler bir yoniiyle toplumlarin hafizasidir.
Ayni zamanda toplumlarin dénemsel olarak politikalari, tartgmalari, deger yargilarini ve

bunlarda meydana gelen degisimlere 151k tutan bir arsiv niteligindedir.

Bu ¢alismada 2000’li yillar sonrasin da Tiirk-Alman sinemasinda gogmen temsili ve
filmlerde yer alan diasporik 6geler incelenmistir. Is¢i gogii kapsaminda Almanya’ya gide-
rek, aile birlegimi ile yillar icinde Almanyada yerlesik hale gelen gogmenler ve gog hare-
keti 1970’li yillarin sonlarina dogru hem Alman sinemasinda hem de edebiyat alaninda
goriiniirlitk kazanmigtr. Bu ¢alismada Yasemin $amdereli’nin 2011 yapimi Almanya’ya
Hosgeldiniz, Feo Aladag’in 2010 yapim: Die Fremde ve Fatih Akin'in 2017 yapimi1 Aus
dem Nichts filmi sogan kabugu diagrami ve sosyolojik film elestirisi yontemi ile analiz

edilmis olup filmde, yer alan diasporik 6geler incelenmistir.

Tiirk- Alman sinemasinin ilk dénem filmleri go¢ etmenin avantajlari ve dezavantajlart
arasindaki keskin boslukta yer almaktadir. {lk dosnem gogmen filmleri yogunluklu olarak
kiiltiir soku, yabancilagma, iletisimsizlik ve uyum sorununa odaklanmaktadir. Filmlerde
kiiltiirel kargilagtirmalarin olumsuz yonde olup, Tiirk gd¢menlerin yasadigi uyum sorun-
larinin birer dezavantaj olarak sunulmustur. Bununla birlikte kadinlarin eglerinin kont-
roliinde olmasi ve ev sahibi toplum ile temasinin olmamasi da go¢menlerin gelenekleri
devam ettirme gayretinin bir gdstergesi olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Karanlik ve umutsuz
bir atmosfere sahip olan ilk dénem gd¢men filmleri, gociin basarisizliklarina odaklanmast
sebebiyle elestirilmistir. [kinci kusak yonetmenlerin filmleri kiiresellesme etkilerinin go-
riiniirlitk kazanmastyla birlikte hem ana vatan hem de Alman kiiltiiriine dair unsurlar ba-
rindirmakeadir. 90t yillardan sonunda Tiirk-Alman sinemasinda gergeklesen kirilmayla
tigiincii alan denilen melez bir sinema ortaya ¢ikmigtir. 2000’li yillardan itibaren Tiirk-Al-
man yonetmenlerin gog ve diasporik unsurlara filmlerinde daha az yer verdigi, ulastig se-
yirci kitlesi sayesinde kendi 6zgiin sinemalarini gerceklestirdikleri ve evrensel konulari ele

aldiklari gériilmektedir.

Yapilan film analizinde aile, din, etnik kimlik, go¢men olmak filmlerin ana temalari
olarak tespit edilmistir. Diasporada aile kurumunun gégmenler i¢in hala énemini koru-
dugu ortaya ¢tkmaktadir. Ug filmde de ataerkil bir yap1 hakimdir. Birlikte hareket etme
duygusu, aile olmanin énemi, evin i¢inde Tiirk¢e konusmak, ailece bir masa etrafinda
toplanma ve etkinliklerin bir arada geceklesmesi incelenen ii¢ filmde de yer alan unsurlar
olmustur. Bekaret, evlilik dist birliktelik, aile reisinin baba olmast, ana vatana ziyaret ko-

nulart filmlere ait ortak 6gelerdir.

Film incelemeleri sonucu Alman ve ana vatan kiiltiiriinde yer alan ortak unsurlarin
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birlestigi ve kahramanlarin diger diasporaya ait olan iiriinti/davranigi tiiketmeye egilim-
li oldugu goézlenmektedir. Filmlerde kurgusal karakterlerin hikim kiiltiiriin iine karig-
mis oldugu ve ana vatana ait degerlerini/ritiiellerini devam ettirerek diasporada kiiltiirel
bir zenginligi ortaya ¢ikardig: tespit edilmistir. Gogmen temsilinde ti¢iincii ve dordiin-
cii kugakta bireyselligin 6n plana cikugi, aileden bagimsiz hareket etme istegi ve birey-
sellesme talebinin aile icinde soruna yol agtug gériilmekeedir. Filmlerde ailelerin kapa-
li bir yapiya sahip oldugu, hikiye orgiisii i¢inde yer alan yabanci bireylerin aileye dahil
edilmedigi ve bagimsiz bir yerde konumlandig goriilmektedir. Bununla birlikte ana va-
tana dair sdylemlerin ve etnik kimligin aile ¢eperinde hala énemini korudugu gozlen-
mekeedir. Analiz sonucunda Tirk-Alman sinemasinda 2000’li yillardan sonra tretilen
calismalarin ¢ok dilli ve gokkiiltiirlii bir yapiya sahip oldugu ortaya gikmaktadir. Ugiin-
cii kusak yénetmenlerin hem temel diasporik dgelere yer verip hem de bireysellik vurgu-
sunu 6ne ¢ikararak, kiiltiirel farkliliklardan ziyade evrensellige vurgu yapan bir yaklagim

benimsendigi sdylenebilir.

Extended Summary

Immigrants who settled in Germany, after arriving as guest workers and subsequently
achieving family reunification, gained visibility in both German cinema and literature
towards the end of the 1970s. The phenomenon of “Gastarbeiter” (guest workers), refer-
ring to Turkish workers, and the migration process were portrayed in both Turkish and
German cinema. As a result of the cultural and artistic activities of second-generation
immigrants, Turkish-German cinema has acquired an important place within German
cinema (Burns, 2007a). The purpose of this research is to identify diasporic elements in
films produced in Turkish-German cinema after the year 2000 and to analyze changes
in representation of Turkish immigrants in diasporic German cinema. Additionally, this
research aims to explain to what extent the narrative structure of the films and the ele-
ments of diasporic consciousness and homeland-related aspects in the characters are pres-
ent. This research was conducted using qualitative research methods such as sociological
film criticism and Geert Hofstede’s “ cultural onion diagram “ method. The study aims
to address the following questions: “70 what extent do diasporic elements appear in films
produced in Turkish-German cinema after the year 20007 Have elements of diasporic con-
sciousness and homeland been included in the narrative patterns and characters of the films?
What are the changes related to the representation of immigrants living in Germany in dias-

poric cinema?”.

This research reviews existing studies in the field, and Yasemin Samderelis “Wilkom-
men in Deutschland,” Feo Aladag’s “Die Fremde,” and Fatih Akin’s “Aus dem Nichts” are
analyzed using Hofstede’s “Cultural Onion” method and the method of sociological film
criticism. According to Hofstede’s theory, the reactions an individual has in their daily

life are based on the culture and social environment where they live. Hofstede’s cultural
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onion diagram, focusing on “heroes, symbols, rituals, and values” that represent cultural dif-

ferences in the films is used to analyze the films.

Family, religion, ethnic identity, and the experience of being an immigrant are com-
mon themes in these films. The families portrayed in the films have patriarchal structures.
The sense of acting together, the importance of being a family, gathering around a table
and other family activities are present in all three films. In “Wilkommen in Deutschland”
and “Die Fremde,” the father’s authority forms the cornerstone of the family and that

every decision concerning the family is made by the father.

The analyses revealed that the fathers’ role as the heads of families, visits to the home-
land, virginity and extramarital affair (hetaerism) are common diasporic elements in the
films under examination. Additionally, it is noteworthy that individuality takes center stage
in the representation of migration in the third and fourth generations. Furthermore, dis-
course about the homeland and ethnic identity still hold significance within the family
and are central themes in the films. Overall, Turkish-German cinema produced after the
2000s are characterized by a multilingual and multicultural structure. However, rather than

focusing on cultural differences, they embrace an approach that emphasizes universality.
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For more than 60 years, Turkish citizens have been emigrating from Tiirkiye to different
parts of the world. These people have resided in these locations for a long time, becoming
permanent residents, reaching the third and even fourth generations. Today, this commu-
nity abroad is called the Turkish diaspora. The participation of this growing number of
Turkish diaspora in Turkish elections and their political participation agenda are an issue
that has been analyzed more and more over time. There are various examples of political
participation abroad throughout the world. For example, in many countries, such as Italy,
Mexico, and Bolivia, the overseas vote influences the fate of elections. In Tiirkiye, partici-
pation has increased in every election since the first overseas election in 2014, reaching 56
percent in the last election. In particular, it should be noted that in the parliamentary and
presidential elections of 2023, 3 percent of the total number of valid votes were cast from
abroad. Moreover, in the parliamentary elections, 3 parliamentary seats were transferred
to different parties with the addition of overseas votes. In light of this information, vot-
ing and political participation abroad is a very important issue both in academic studies
and in politics itself. In this context, the book entitled “Political Participation Agenda of
the Turkish Diaspora”, prepared with the contributions of researchers from the Migration
Research Foundation, and edited by Mehmet Kése, and published in 2023 is noteworthy.
Kése and his team of researchers, through surveys and in-depth interview studies, reveal
in a simple way the interest of the Turkish diaspora in Turkish politics, the participation

process, and the participation agenda.

The book consists of 3 main chapters. These are Political Participation and the Turk-
ish Diaspora; Expectations of the Turkish Diaspora from Political Participation; and Con-
clusion and Evaluation. In the book, the term “Turkish Diaspora” is used to refer to citi-
zens living abroad and individuals of Turkish origin. The purpose is to express a national
connection and to prevent any conceptual misunderstandings. (p. 26) At the end of the
first part of the study, the policies towards the diaspora in the election manifestos, devel-

opment plans and government programs of the political parties are examined. The second
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part of the study focuses on the expectations of the Turkish diaspora. The study, which
uses a mixed research method, includes both a survey of 1349 people and in-depth inter-
views with members of the Turkish diaspora. It is stated that 74 people were interviewed

individually (p. 62).

The significant results and findings of this research permit notable assessments regard-
ing the motivation of voters living abroad to participate in elections. Based on the re-
sponses of the survey participants, the most prominent reason for voting abroad is to ful-
fill cheir civic duty. The subsequent answers were being a part of political decision-making
processes and having hope that problems would be resolved. The answers reveal that cit-
izens of the Republic of Tiirkiye residing outside the country possess a strong sense of
citizenship. However, it is important to note that only half of the total number of voters
turn out to vote. Despite this, we can infer that the Turkish Diaspora has high political
consciousness considering their enthusiasm for political participation in decision-making
and awareness of the rights and responsibilities conferred by their citizenship. Further-
more, the study uncovered that the sense of belonging to their homeland was high among
respondents aged 50 and above. This sentiment diminished for respondents in their thir-
ties and forties but was subsequently on an upward trend among younger participants
(Pg.93). The growth of the sense of belonging among younger participants could be seen
as a reflection of the rising nationalism in Tiirkiye and its effect on voters abroad in re-
cent years. Moreover, it can be inferred that the younger overseas generations have begun
to identify more closely with their ancestral homeland due to rising xenophobia in Eu-
rope. The book highlights that most overseas voters agree that the right to vote should be
accompanied by the right to run for election (p.102). In Turkiye, votes cast by overseas
voters are allocated to all of Tiirkiye and these voters do not have their own candidate,
thus, their eligibility to stand for election is not acknowledged. This situation is a topic of
concern within the Turkish diaspora. Nevertheless, reducing the current environment of
division and polarization within the diaspora is essential if the Turkish diaspora is to have
candidates who can genuinely represent them. According to the book, some of the partic-

ipants also raised concerns regarding this matter.

The research also shows that diaspora members in Western European countries such
as Germany, France, and the Netherlands, who were born and raised in their country of
residence and whose diaspora history goes back further, are much more interested in the
political agenda of their country of residence than diaspora members in other countries.
The reason behind this interest could be attributed to the policies of these countries,
where diaspora members born and raised up to third and fourth generations have been
influenced more by their place of residence than by Tiirkiye. The research aims to reveal
the effectiveness of policies created by Tiirkiye for the Turkish diaspora and measure the
extent to which these policies meet their expectations. The book states that even citizens

of non-dual citizenship countries, blue card holders, and autochthonous diasporas who
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lack the right to vote are considered beneficiaries of diaspora policies due to their national
bond (p. 27). Here is a contradiction between the study’s definition of population and the
study’s definition of concepts. The population of the study is limited to 3,044,835 people
who were registered as voters on the website of the YSK in 2018. But the Turkish Diaspo-
ras are not only citizens of the Republic of Turkey. Therefore, all members of the Turkish
Diaspora, and not just citizens of Turkey, are targeted by the process of political participa-
tion and diaspora policies. The potential for confusion regarding the scope of the study is

indicated by the lack of Turkish citizenship among the survey participants (p. 99).

A further criticism of the book is that the diversity of the respondents does not reflect
the demographic structure of the Turkish diaspora. For instance, the distribution of par-
ticipants by country is not proportional to their population. The views of only one per-
son from the United Kingdom, which has the third-highest number of Turkish diaspora
members, were taken into account (p. 62), which is not a representative way to reflect
the opinions of the entire diaspora. Upon analysis of the section entitled “EK-3: Calis-
ma Grubunun Demografik Ozellikleri” at the end of the book, it can be observed that
the interviews regarding the autochthonous members of the diaspora in the former Ot-
toman Empire were conducted with people who migrated to the region later, rather than
autochthonous diaspora members themselves. Interviewing only one person from Ro-
mania and Bulgaria is a case in point. A noteworthy point is the high educational attain-
ment of the interviewees. The 74 interviewees” occupational groups are not representative
of the Turkish diaspora’s demographics. It is worth noting that the study only focuses on
a small subset of the Turkish diaspora with higher levels of education (p. 63), as some of
the respondents have undergraduate and postgraduate degrees. Around 60% of the par-
ticipants, who took part in both in-depth interviews and questionnaire surveys, have
completed undergraduate and graduate studies. (p. 65). In the demographic analysis, it
is important to examine the gender imbalance in in-depth interviews. This will help to
highlight any existing inequalities. Of the 74 respondents, 54 were men and only 20 were
women (p. 63). Due to the low survey participation rate, the research lacks diversity and

fails to reflect the demographics of the Turkish diaspora.

The book “Political Participation Agenda of the Turkish Diaspora” presents a unique
viewpoint on the Turkish Diaspora, at a time when interest in this group is on the rise
after the 2023 elections. The study features the opinions of diaspora members and high-
lights their wants and expectations. The growing interest of the Turkish diaspora in polit-
ical participation and its increasing impact on electoral outcomes in Tiirkiye demonstrate
the need for further research in this area. Although some limitations have been noted, the

book fills a vital gap in the literature and paves the way for fresh research.
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Rogers Brubaker. Fransa ve Almanya’da Vatandaslik ve Ulus Bilinci, Cevirmen: Ezgi
Su Dagabak, GAV Perspektif Yayinlari, 2022, s. 330, 120 TL, ISBN 9786057387714

Gurkan Gumis

Politika ve Ekonomi Béliimii, Siyasal Bilgiler Fakdiltesi, Ankara Universitesi, Ankara,
Trkiye

Rogers Brubaker’in kitabi, Fransa ve Almanyada Vatandaslik ve Ulus Bilinci, 1992 yilin-
da Harvard Universitesi yayinlarindan ¢ikmustir. Yazar, Kaliforniya Universitesi, Los An-
gelesde seckin bir sosyoloji profesériidiir. Ad1 gegen; sosyal teori, gog, vatandaglik, ulus ve
etnisite ile ilgili calismalariyla taninmaktadir. Bu eser, sonradan milliyetcilik iizerine yaza-

cag kitabin da kilometre tasi olan, vatandaglik ile ilgili ¢calismalarinin ilk eseridir.

Kitap yayinlandiginda Almanya’'nin heniiz birlesmis oldugu, gog, var olan yabancila-
rin durumu ve sonradan vatandagliga kabul gibi konular tizerine hararetli tartugmalarin
yapilmakrta oldugu hatirlanmalidir. Gégmenlerin niifusa oraninin yaklagik Almanya ka-
dar oldugu Fransa'nin gé¢men politikalarinin farkli olmasi, kitabin temel aragtirma ko-

nusu olmustur.

Kitap, vatandaslik konsepti genelinde, her iki tilkedeki gelismelerine ve uygulamalari-
na odaklanmakradir. Jus soli (dogum yerine gore vatandaslik), jus sanguinis (kan bagina
gore vatandaslik) ve naturalisation (sonradan vatandag olma) 6zelinde yiiriitiilen aragtir-
malar, konunun anlagilmast bakimindan 6nem tagimaktadir. Bu eser gerek gercekei ana-
lizleri gerekse giivenilir referanslari sayesinde, akademik camia i¢in kaynak olarak kulla-

nilabilecek niteliklere sahiptir.

Ulusal vatandaglik kavraminin, tabandan destekli Fransiz devriminden sonra ortaya
cikug esas alinmaktadir. Almanyada ise tabandan bir devrim gergeklesmemistir. Tepeden
inme olarak adlandirilabilecek siireg, devletin daha ¢ok etnik ve kiiltiirel yakinlik tizeri-
ne politikalar {iretmesine yol agmustr. Bu politikalar i¢in en agiklayici 6rnek ise siiphesiz
ius sanguinis (kan bagina gore vatandaglik) olacakur. Bunlara ek olarak, ulus inga siirec-
leri, her iki devlette de gdgmenlerin rollerini farkli olarak diizenlemistir. Fransa i¢in “Eu-
gene Weber'in gosterdigi gibi, eger okullar ve ordu kéyliileri Fransizlastirdiysa, ayni gekil-
de ikinci kugak go¢menleri de Fransiz yapti. (15)” Bay Brubaker’in varsayimlari, kitabin
yazildig1 zaman gz 6niinde bulunduruldugunda, dénemin iklimiyle ve siyasi olaylariyla
uyum i¢indedir. Okuyucuya sunulan bilgiler tutarlidir. Dahasi, eserde, her iki tilkenin si-
yasi partileri ile birlikte hiikiim siiren ideolojilerin tartigmalart da bulunmakrtadir. Getiri-

len elegtiriler ya da deginilen ortak noktalar okuyucuya dénemin anlagilmast bakimindan
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yardimet olmakeadir.

Kitap, Fransa i¢in Fransiz devrimini ve Almanya i¢cin Wilhelm Almanya’sini baslangic
noktalari olarak alirken, giris ve iki ana béliimden olusmaktadir. 11k bsliim, okuyucularin
konuyu anlamalarini kolaylastiracak sekilde ii¢ parcadan olusmaktadir. Bu parcalar, sos-
yolojik olarak vatandaslik ¢aligmalari ve devlet iliskisinin yaninda Fransiz devriminde icat
edilen ulusal vatandaslik kavrami ve Almanyadaki devlet sistemini igermektedir. Tkinci
béliim ise ana konunun okuyucuya aktarildigs, incelemelerin yapildig: boliimdiir ve beg
parcadan olugsmakrtadir. Vatandagliga kabul ve vatandaslik politikalar ile ilgili her iki tilke-
nin kargilagtirmasi, okuyucuya resmi sayilar tizerinden istatistiksel ve terminolojik analiz,
ilk pargada sunulmustur. Sonraki iki pargada, ilk olarak Fransada gé¢menlerin vatandas-
lik stiregleri daha sonra Wilhelm Almanyasinda vatandaghigin ulusallastirilmasi konula-
r1 iglenmigtir. Son iki parcada ise yazar, genellikle, kitabin yayinlandigt zaman giindemde
olan giincel sorunlara deginmistir. Not alinmalidir ki, kitap yazildigindan beri ad1 gegen
devletlerin politikalari gerek Avrupa Birligi gerekse kiiresellesmenin etkileriyle, birbirine
yakinsamistir. Eser, kolay okunabilir ve anlagilir olmasinda kargin, deginilen bazi ideolojik

tartismalar uzun ve modast ge¢mis olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Kitap, Tiirk¢e'ye GAV Perspektif Yayinlari tarafindan terciime edilmistir. Cevirmen
Fzgi Su Dagabak, Ankara Hact Bayram Veli Universitesi dgretim {iyesidir. Uzun ve kar-
magtk ciimleler anlagilabilirdir. Bununla birlikte, ¢evrilen bazi kavramlar, gliniimiiz Tiirk-

cesinde kullanilmamaktadir.

Konuyla yeni ilgilenmeye baglayan bir okuyucu olarak, ¢alismay: okuduktan sonra
gliniimiiz tartismalarinin temelini olusturan kavramlarin temellerini 6grenmek aydinlati-
ctydr. Ayrica, kargilagtirma yapmanin miimkiin oldugu iki komgu Avrupa tilkesinin hangi
asamalardan gectigini gormek goc ile ilgili kendi tilkemdeki olaylar hakkinda bakis agi-
min sekillenmesine yardimet olmugtur. Kitap, adi anilan toplumlarin i¢ ve dis dinamik-
leriyle ilgili genis bilgiye yer vermektedir. Diger yandan, bu eser, alaninin temel eserle-
rinden biridir. Giincel bilgileri kullanarak caligmalar iiretmek isteyen aragtirmacilarin son
yillarda yazilmis eserler, internet siteleri ve istatistikleri kullanmalarinda yarar vardir. Siip-
hesiz, bu eser akademik camiaya gerek analizleri gerekse giivenilir kaynaklari sayesinde

katkida bulunmustur.

Sonug olarak, sosyoloji, tarih ve siyaset bilimi bagta olmak iizere, pek ¢ok disiplinden
arastirmacilar bu kitab: yayinlandig1 giinden beri 6nemli bir kaynak olarak kullanmuglar-
dir. Esere yapilmis pek ¢ok atf bulmak miimkiindiir. Vatandaglik ve ulus konseptlerinin,
her iki iilkedeki, karsilagtirmali analizleri okuyucunun konuyu daha iyi anlamasina yar-
dimer olmakrtadir. Verilen érnekler ikna edici ve giinlitk yasam icin gecerlidir. Sunu da
eklemek gerekir, Tiirkge literatiirde go¢ konusuyla ilgili yapilan ¢alismalar ve cevrilen kay-
naklarin azlig, bu eseri daha da kiymetli hale getirmektedir. Devletin karar alicilari, bu

tilkelerin ge¢mis deneyimlerinden faydalanarak ¢ikarimlar ve ileriye doniik planlamalar
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yapabilirler. Bu ihtisas alaninda faaliyet gosteren enstitiilerin ve diinya ¢apinda ortak ¢a-
lismalar yiiriiten akademisyenlerin desteklenmesi, basta gd¢menler ve onlara ev sahipligi

yapanlar olmak iizere tiim insanliga faydali olacakur.
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Hein de Haas, Stephen Castles ve Mark J. Miller. Gogler Gagi: Modern Diinyada
Uluslararasi Niifus Hareketleri, GAV Perspektif Yayinlari, Ankara, 2022, s. 495,
162,50 TL, ISBN: 978-605-71985-1-8

Elif Aydin
Go¢ Arasgtirmalar Vakfi, Ankara, Turkiye

Giincel baskust Tiirkge’ye GAV Perspektif Yayinlari tarafindan kazandirilan, “Gégler Cagt:
Modern Diinyada Uluslararas: Niifus Hareketleri” olarak terciime edilen eser, go¢ arastir-
malarinin énde gelen metinlerinden biri olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Hein de Haas, Step-
hen Castles ve Mark ]. Miller tarafindan kaleme alinan kitabin gézden gegirilmis ve giin-
cellenmis bu baskust, gog egilimleri, go¢ ile ilgili tartismalar ve politikalar hakkinda zengin
ve giincel ampirik kanitlar icermektedir. Kitap yalnizca akademisyenler, 8grenciler ve gdce

ilgi duyanlara degil genel okuyucu kitlesinin de ilgiyle okuyacagi sade bir anlatima sahiptir.

15 boliimden olusan kitap 3 ana tema etrafinda gekillenmektedir. 6. boliime kadar
kategoriler, teoriler, go¢ ve etnik ¢esitliligin tarihini iceren temel tanim, tarusma ve teo-
rilere yer veriliyor. 10. boliime kadar diinyanin tiim bélgelerindeki go¢ hareketleri, go¢
oriintiileri, siyasal, ekonomik ve toplumsal degisimlerin bélgelerdeki insan hareketliligine
etkisine dair genel bir ¢ergeve ciziliyor. 15. béltime kadar ise gogiin mengei ve hedef top-
lumlar tizerindeki etkileri, g¢ politikalari, go¢ tizerinden yapilan siyaset, etnik azinliklar

ve gociin kalkinmaya etkisi ele alinmaktadir.

Diinyay1 ve insan hareketlerini “gd¢ veren kiiresel giiney”, “go¢ alan kiiresel kuzey”
olmak tizere iki kutup tizerinden okuyan indirgemeci anlayisa yonelik elestirel, sorgula-
yict bakig kitabin geneline hakim olan temel bakis acidir (s.35, 55). Bu tarih anlayisinin
sémiirgeci, tarih digt ve yanlis oldugunu savunan yazarlar, cogu iilkenin go¢ alma ve ver-
meyle ilgili olarak 6nemli sorunlarla bas etmeye ¢alistigini fark ettirmek adina genis ve
tarihsel kargilagtirmali bir yontem kullanmakta, okurlarina da bu vizyonu kazandirmay:

amaclamaktadirlar (s. xv).

I¢inde bulundugumuz yiizyil kitabin yazarlari tarafindan “Gégler Cagi” olarak ad-
landirilmaktadir (s.13). Bunun sebebi kiiresellesme ¢aginda bilginin, fikirlerin, paranin
ve metalarin serbest dolastyor olmasidir. Bu unsurlarin serbest dolagimi, kiiresel ¢capta
ekonomik degisimlere, siyasi olaylara, siddetli catgmalara ve kiiltiirel degisimlere sebep
olmakrtadir. Degisimin bir yansimasi olarak insanlar bireysel olarak ya da kitleler halin-
de gd¢ etmektedir. Bu nedenle kitapta, bolgesel farkliliklara ragmen insanlari ve top-

lumlar: etkileyen benzer sosyal ve ekonomik déniisiimlerin cagdas go¢leri sekillendirdigi
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savunulmaktadir (s. xv). Uzmanlagma ve egitim seviyelerinin artmasi, esitsizliklerin de-
rinlesmesi, go¢men isgliciine duyulan talebin artmasi, daha iyi firsatlarin ve yasam tarzla-

rinin aranmast goglere yon vermekeedir.

Dogu ve Batt Avrupa, Amerika, Asya-Pasifik ve Ortadogu'daki bélgesel go¢ egilim-
lerinin incelenmesi ve karsilagtirilmasi, bolgeler 6zelinde caligan aragtirmacilar icin gog
boyutunu degerlendirme firsau sundugu gibi diinyadaki gog egilimlerini analiz ederken
bolgesel farkliliklarin, degisimlerin ve gelismelerin dikkate alindigini da gostermekeedir
(s. 417). Bu nedenle yazarlarin gd¢ olgusunu yapisal ve bireysel, makro ve mikro olgekte
ele aldigini séyleyebiliriz. Go¢ hareketleri modern dénemde de devletleri ve toplumlari,
ikili ve bolgesel iligkileri, ekonomik yeniden yapilanmayz, giivenligi, ulusal kimligi ve ege-
menligi etkileyecek sekilde bi¢imlendirmektedir. Kiiresellesme icin kilit dinamiklerden
biri olan, genis capli ekonomik ve toplumsal degisimleri etkileyen go¢, uluslararast siyasi
diizenin gelecekteki doniisiimlerinde de 6nemli bir rol oynayacakur (s. xvi). Devletleri
ve toplumlart yeniden sekillendirecek kadar giiclii degisimlerin sebebi ve sonucu olarak
go¢, yalnizea sinir gecisini imleyen basit bir eylem degil, ¢ok boyutlu bir olgudur. Géc,
yer degistiren kisiyi etkiledigi gibi gd¢menin ailesini, mengeini ve hedef toplumu da etki-
lemektedir. Boylece yasanan degisimler yeni go¢ ériintiilerini ve egilimlerini beraberinde
getirmektedir (s. 68, 167).

Kitap, gd¢ii ne tamamen olumlayan ne de gdge karamsar yaklasan goriisleri, gercekei
bir bicimde elestirdigi i¢in alanda ¢alisanlara énemli bir rehber niteligindedir. Yer yer go-
clin fazla olumlanmasi ya da fazla olumsuzlanmasinin getirtigi go¢ yanlihiginin ve gog kar-
sithginin da tarugildigy kitap, bugiin diinyadaki ve Tiirkiye'deki benzer giincel tartisma-
lara nitelik kazandiracak bilimsel veriyi ve elestirel zemini saglamaktadir. Yazarlara gore,
umut ve korkulari beraberinde getiren gog, tehlikeli bir atilim olmakla birlikte eger basa-
rili olursa yagam kalitesinin iyilesmesini, kaynaklarin artmasini ve iyi firsatlart beraberinde
getirebilmektedir (s. 1). Kitapta gogmen, gd¢menin ailesi, igverenler, go¢ veren iilke, gog
alan iilke ve uluslararas: boyut goz ardi edilmeden yapilan analizler, insan hareketliliginin
etki ettigi ve buna etki eden tiim faktorlerin etrafli degerlendirilmesini saglamaktadir. Bu

da kitabin en ¢ok dikkat ceken ydnlerinden biridir.

Giindelik hayatta g¢menlerle kargilaganlar, az ¢ok gocii giindemine almug kisiler ve
gd¢ calisanlar icin 6nemli olan bir diger konu da go¢men failligidir. Kitabin temel sav-
larindan bir digeri devletlerin gocii baslatmada kilit rolde oldugu fakat go¢ hareketliligi
basladiktan sonra gog siireclerinin kendi ivmesini kazandig1 yoniindedir (s.17). Bu nok-
tada go¢men; devletlerin, cesitli zorunluluklar ve itkilerin oradan oraya savurdugu, kendi
kaderi tizerinde miidahalesi olmayan kisi degildir. Go¢men, goce karar verme siirecinden,

gocmen olarak vardig: iilkedeki sosyal icerilme siireclerine kadar faildir.

Niifus hareketlerini ve bunlara yonelik politikalar1 anlayabilmenin bir ilkeyi, bsl-

geyi ve diinyay1 anlamada kilit rolde oldugunu gésteren “Gégler Cagy”, kiiresel dlcekee
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degisimlere sebep olan ve bu degisimlerin de bir sonucu olan géciin, yalnizca bugiiniin
meselesi olmadigini gostermekle birlikte giiniimiizde ne kadar kritik hale geldigini anla-
mada rehber niteligindedir. Gé¢ ve goc politikalarina iligkin yeni veriler ve kanitlara da-
yanan giincel analizleriyle kitap, kapsaminin kiiresel oldugu iddiasint bosa ¢ikarmamak-
tadir. Gogiin ¢ok boyutlu dogasi; tarih, sosyoloji, antropoloji, cografya, siyaset bilimi ve
ekonomi gibi disiplinlerin goce dair teorik ve ampirik gériislerin bir araya getirilmesini
gerektirmektedir. Yazarlar, bu gerekliligin bilinciyle go¢ii disiplinlerarasi yaklagimla irde-
lemektedir. [lgili bagliktaki temel tartismalar ve giincel veriler verilmekle birlikte konuda
derinlesmek isteyenler i¢in boliimler yetersiz sayilabilir. Bu noktada ileri okuma 6nerileri

ile okuyucu yonlendirilmektedir.

“Gogler Cag1”, modern diinyadaki uluslararast niifus hareketlerine kapsamli bir genel
bakis sunmaktadir. Gégiin tarihi, goc teorileri, etnik gesitlilik, diinyanin farkli bolgelerin-
deki gd¢ ve politikalar dahil olmak iizere gocle ilgili cok cesitli konulart kapsamaktadir.
Kitapta ayrica gociin hem varig hem de kaynak tilkeler tizerindeki etkisi incelenmekte, go-
¢lin genis ve ayrintli bir analizi sunularak bu olgunun karmagik ve ¢ok yonlii dogasini ve

toplum iizerindeki etkisini anlamamiza katkida bulunmaktadir.
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